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What a dish! This month we're serving up some fun facts about the unique 
and brightly-colored wading bird, the Roseate Spoonbill (Platalea ajaja). 
Often seen during the spring and summer months along shallow 
freshwater and salt water marshes, the roseate spoonbill stands out 
among their white, brown, and black feathered companions with its 
distinctive pink plumage. The pink coloration, much like flamingos, is a 
result of a diet high in carotenoids (red, yellow, or orange pigments) found 
in shrimp and other crustaceans. Newly hatched spoonbills are born white; 
however, as they forage on carotenoid-rich foods, this hue will start to 
show, deepening to its full shade at around three years of age.  
 

Also missing in newly hatched spoonbills is the unique beak shape that 
gives this species its name. After about nine days, the hatchling's bill will 
start to flatten and will round out fully in about a month. This shape allows 
for a feeding behavior of submerging the bill and moving it side-to-side to 
capture prey.  
 

These social birds congregate from a few individuals to upwards of 100 
and can often be seen intermingling with other species such as egrets and 
ibis. And, what is a group of spoonbills called? Why, a "bowl" of course (let's 
contemplate that fork-tastic fact)!  
 

So, as we stir up some eye-rolling with all the puns this month, we hope 
that spooner or later you'll check out these exciting educational 
opportunities and resources offered by the S.C. Sea Grant Consortium and 
our partners!  
 
Photo Credit: EV Bell 2024, Donnelley Wildlife Management Area 

 

  

 

Educator Professional Development  
 

  

 

From Seeds to Shoreline Educator Trainings 

New Teachers: June 4, 2025 

Veteran Teacher: June 10, 2025 

Deadline to Register: May 28, 2025 
 

The From Seeds to Shoreline® (S2S) program wants you to join our team for the 
2025–2026 school year! The S2S program, coordinated by the S.C. Sea 
Grant Consortium in partnership with S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources and Clemson University, is the only salt marsh restoration 
program in the state designed specifically for K–12 students and teachers. 

 

https://www.scseagrant.org/from-seeds-to-shoreline/
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By growing Spartina alterniflora, the dominant plant of southeastern salt 
marshes, throughout the school year and transplanting young seedlings to 
areas of the coastline, students learn about the importance of this critical 
ecosystem and serve as environmental stewards. Two training sessions will 
be offered: 
 

June 4, 2025 (New Teacher Training): This one-day training will take place in 
Charleston, S.C., at the S.C. Department of Natural Resources and is a 
prerequisite for new teachers interested in participating in S2S for the 
upcoming school year. The training offers sessions on salt marsh ecology, 
restoration techniques, classroom applications, and more! There is no cost 
to attend, however, pre-registration is required.  
 

June 10, 2025 (Veteran Teacher Training): This one-day training held at Old 
Santee Canal State Park is optional for those S2S teachers who have been 
with the program for at least one year. Join us for a fun-filled day of 
exploration and networking, new resources, giveaways, and much 
more! Registration is now open.  
 

The deadline to apply for either workshop is May 28th. Please visit the S2S 
program website for more information. Questions can be sent to Morgan 
Treon. 

 

  

 

The Watershed Game: Classroom Version 
Trainings 

June 25, 2025: TEACH Center, Charleston, S.C. 
June 26, 2025: The Lake House, Columbia, S.C.  
Deadline to Register: June 20, 2025 
 

Join the S.C. Sea Grant Consortium (Consortium), Clemson Extension, the 
Environmental Education Association of South Carolina (EEASC), and the 
South Carolina Marine Educators Association for two opportunities to 
network and receive training on the classroom version of The Watershed Game 
(TWG)!  
 

TWG engages 6th - 12th graders in learning about practices, plans, and 
policies that improve and protect the water quality along a watershed 
while making management choices about the land. The object of this team-
building simulation challenges each team to use limited financial resources 
to reduce excess nonpoint source pollution (e.g., excess nitrogen) to levels that 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/survey-closed/?sm=zWhcogg_2Bx7NCfJQE25UinLAqTI8V28BEdBqd_2FKk9N0Z3SDn9QNeKMu2za3aSKhK6dEkmCuF0GPRObpI5XPXLr65MHg6D5b9ciBiFvMu_2Fw5A_3D
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2025VeteranS2Sworkshop
https://www.scseagrant.org/from-seeds-to-shoreline/
https://seagrant.umn.edu/watershed-game/classroom-versions
https://www.epa.gov/nps/basic-information-about-nonpoint-source-nps-pollution
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meet a clean water goal. Participants learn to consider and involve all land 
uses within a watershed as they work to achieve their clean water goals. 
 

Instruction on TWG will be provided by the Consortium and Clemson 
Extension with lunch and snacks provided by EEASC. Attendees be eligible 
to receive three hours of renewal credit.  
 

This event is free, but pre-registration is required by June 20th. Please email E.V. 
Bell with questions.  

 

  

 

Triple Facilitator Workshop 

June 11–12, 2025  
Harbison State Forest 

Cost: $100 

Deadline to Register: June 3, 2025 
 

Amplify your environmental education 
outreach by becoming a Project Learning Tree (PLT), WET, and WILD 
facilitator! Facilitators are South Carolina formal and/or nonformal 
educators who host WET, WILD, and PLT workshops for educators in 
schools and organizations.  
 

The facilitation training is open to those educators certified in at least one 
of the following programs: PLT, WET, and/or WILD. Attendees will be 
required to attend the full two-day training and host a workshop at their 
school or organization by August 2026. All participants will receive 
facilitator certifications, guidebooks, workshop materials, project supplies, 
and lunch! Continuing education and continuing forestry education credits 
may be available.  
 

Please register for the training by June 3rd. For more information, please 
contact Matt Schnabel (PLT), Beth Foley (Project WILD), and/or Abbi Greer 
(Project WET).  

 

  

 

K - 12 Student Opportunities and Public Outreach 
 

  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScMQKk9YwQsa8QMNiAWiwLV7Y7slQs-2u0VY9GvucYlYRD_bw/viewform
https://form.jotform.com/243386130343148
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S.C. Department of Natural Resources 

Conservation K - 12 Education Program 
 

The S.C. Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR)  
Conservation Education program is now scheduling K-
12 programs for 2025 - 2026 school year! Offerings 
include field trips to SCDNR properties in the Midlands 
as well as in-school programs across the state. Please visit the SCDNR 

Conservation Education website for more information. Questions can be sent to 
Beth Foley. 

 

 

  

 

Conferences 
 

  

 

Environmental Education Association of South 
Carolina 

"Making Waves: Innovation and Creativity"  
June 19–21, 2025 

Francis Marion University Freshwater Ecology Complex 
 

Registration is now open to join educators from across the state for the 
2025 Environmental Education Association of South Carolina (EEASC) annual 

conference! This year’s conference theme, “Making Waves,” symbolizes the 
powerful ripple effect that innovative ideas and creative approaches can 
have on environmental education. Attendees will be encouraged to chart 
new waters through contemporary strategies that challenge traditional 
approaches, encourage out-of-the-box thinking, and motivate learners of 
all ages to take an active role in environmental stewardship. Pre-
conference workshops focused on Adopt-a-Stream, Project WET, Lynches 
River County Park, and Green Step Schools will be offered. Please visit the 
EEASC conference page to register!  

 

 

  

 

Additional Resources 
 

  

 

S.C. Sea Grant Consortium  
Loaner Kit Program 
 

Are you interested in exploring watersheds with 
your students? Maybe you'd like your students to engage in the 

https://www.dnr.sc.gov/education/conservationeducation.html
https://www.dnr.sc.gov/education/conservationeducation.html
https://www.eeasc.org/Sys/Error/404
https://www.eeasc.org/Sys/Error/404
https://eeasc.org/conference-2025
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engineering design process to create remotely operated vehicles (ROVs) or 
weather buoys. The Consortium's education program offers a variety of 
kits available free of charge to formal, nonformal, or homeschool 
educators in South Carolina. The following kits are currently available for 
checkout: 
 

-Fish Printing Kits: A freshwater and saltwater fish printing kit provides educators with 
a lesson plan on fish adaptations and the rubber fish molds necessary to 
create gyotaku-inspired fish prints with their students. 
-Enviroscape Wetlands Model: The Wetlands Enviroscape Model provides a 
hands-on demonstration of how watersheds can be affected by 
development, pollution, and other human-made and natural impacts. 
Included as part of the demonstration are ways in which potential 
pollution impacts can be mitigated (e.g., riparian buffers and salt marshes).  
 

-The Watershed Game: This activity uses a hands-on simulation to 
educate groups about how land use impacts water quality and a 
community’s resilience to flooding. While making land management 
decisions, players learn about practices, plans, and policies that can 
improve and protect water quality and increase resilience to flooding. Two 

versions of this kit are available for free checkout from the Consortium: the coastal 
classroom model and the coastal local leader model.  
 

-Ocean Odyssey Kits: These four kits focus on STEM disciplines while 
incorporating various career paths. Choose from building an ROV, weather 
buoy, catapult, or developing a capstone project.  

 

  

 

S.C. Sea Grant Consortium Speaker Request Form 
 

Do you have a science night or career day coming up in 
the future? Would you like a speaker for your students or 
organization? The Consortium has plenty to share 
regarding marine science careers, current research 
projects, and engaging coastal science activities for all 
ages! Be sure to check out our career page to learn more 
about the Consortium, and if you are interested in booking the Consortium 
for an upcoming career day or science night, please fill out this request form.  

 

 

  

 

We Need Your Support: Please Contact Elected Officials  
 

  

 

https://www.scseagrant.org/fish-printing-kits-loaner-program/
https://ocean.si.edu/conservation/get-involved/educational-uses-gyotaku-or-fish-printing
https://www.scseagrant.org/enviroscape-loaner-program/
https://www.scseagrant.org/watershed-game-loner-program/
https://www.scseagrant.org/watershed-game-loner-program/
https://careers.scseagrant.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYeDsDQbcXISxPz9NxgH2eX0CB4Ne7JOsc9j3UC0ojmBhArA/viewform
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The Sea Grant College Program relies on federal funding that is currently 
threatened. This funding is critical in providing research into vital coastal 
issues, such as water quality and disaster preparedness. The Consortium is 
urging South Carolina residents and businesses to express support for the Sea 
Grant College Program to their federal elected officials. With your support, we 
can positively convey to elected leaders in Washington how important the South 
Carolina Sea Grant Consortium and the other 33 Sea Grant programs are to 
our coastal communities and businesses. Please contact info@scseagrant.org 
for more information on how to help. 

 

  

 

 

 

The lettered olive is South Carolina's state shell. Photo credit: E.V. Bell. 
 

Have Something to Include? 

Have an opportunity or resource that you would like to add to the next S.C. 
Sea Grant Consortium Education email update? 

 

SUGGEST A RESOURCE  
 

 

mailto:info@scseagrant.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfc-dmU6UQjWwz7VX2ADqX7ncbVC9lmRCHFIOBQDKwUwBeKJw/viewform
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Get Updates 

Join hundreds of South Carolina educators like you! The S.C. Sea Grant 
Consortium sends out marine science and coastal education updates every 

month with opportunities and resources. 

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST  
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