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American Hispanic/Latinx history began long before the nation was :
jeven established. As early as 1513 attempts were made to establish |
| territory in what is now known as Florida. In 1565 this became real- |
| ity and St. Augustine, Florida was under Spanish rule for the next 1|

256 years. I

I
: Hispanic Heritage Month started as a week long celebration to

| acknowledge the contributions of the Latinx community. Some of

| these contributions being the invention of the color TV, the stent,

I contraceptives and the artificial heart. Former President Ronald

I Reagan signed into law, a bill expanding the observance to a 31 day
period. The purpose for these dates coincides with the independ-

ence day of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nica-

I
I ragua.

lin addition to the rich culture and traditions they brought to Ameri-

! ca, they also served for many if not all of our nations wars. On the

I following pages we will cover the Hispanic Americans role in U.S.
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| Military, the “Rough riders”, The “Bushmasters”, and Gen. Cavazos. |
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The “Bushmasters”, the 158th
_ Infantry, Arizona National Guard.
During WWII this Regiment con-
1 sisted of Mexican American Sol-
' diers and representatives from
29 Native American tribes. Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur called
them “the greatest fighting com-
bat team ever deployed in
battle” for their actions in the
Philippines. 13 Medals of Honor
were awarded to Hispanic sol-
~ diers for their bravery and forti-
“tude during this war.

ODEI Nugget: Hazing

y Hazing is defined as any conduct whereby one military member or employee, regardless of Service or rank, unneces-
| sarily causes another military member or employee, regardless of Service or rank, to suffer or be exposed to an ac-
tivity that is cruel, abusive, oppressive, or harmful.

e Hazingis an act that is inclusive in nature, or a “rite of passage”.
Express or implied consent to hazing is NOT a defense to a violation of this regulation.
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PIONEERS OF CHANGE!

SHAPING
THE FUTURE
TOGETHER

Mational Hispanic Heritage Month (NHHM) commemaorates the many achievements
and cultures of Hispanic Americans. Celebrated from September 15th through October
15th, it is the only Department of Defense special observance to span multiple months,
coincdding with Independence Day celebrations for several Latin American countries.

Druring this time of year, the Department of Defense {DoD) honors the Hispanic Americans
who have sacrificed for, contributed to, and served our great nation.

The 2024 NHHM theme is "Pioneers of Change: Shaping the Future Togather” This
theme emphasizes the Hispanic Americans who have sacrificed to create a better
future for the Nation and all Americans.

The future is impacted by leaders of bravery, humanitarianism, and selflessness. One
such parson was Roberto Clemente.

Clemente was a legendary Puerto Rican baseball player who faced adversary, served
his country, became a champion, and sacrificed everything to help others.

Born in 1934 in Carolina, Puerto Rico, he spent his yvoung life playing track and field
sports as well as baseball. At just 17 years old, he began playing for the Santurce
Crabbers. By 1954, he was scouted and signed by the Brooklyn Dodgers.

The following year, he joined the Pittsburgh Pirates, an organization upon which he
would leave an indelible mark. While there, he enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1958,
as a Reserve infantryman. For the following & vears, he spent his offseasons serving
hiis country.

With his iconic” 21" jersey, Clemente dominated with the Pirates starting in 1960, when
they defeated the Mew York Yankees in the World Series.

He is noted as one of the best right fielders in baseball history. When the Pirates won
the World Series again in 1971, Clemente won the Most Valuable Player Award.

In the early 1970s, he secured sponsorships for baseball clinics in Puerto Rico, coached
an amateur baseball team in Nicaragua, and worked on plans to build a sports complex
for underprivileged children.

In 1972, a devastating earthguake struck Nicaragua. Clemente raised over %150,000
and 26 tons of food, clothing, and medicine to help. On his way to transport supplies
to those impacted, his plane crashed, and he tragically died. However, his legacy of
humanitarianism lives on.

Clemente said, “Any time you have an opportunity to make a difference in this world and
you dor't, then you are wasting your time on Earth.”

Through selfless service, helping others, and sacrifice, Clemente shaped the future
for countless others.
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