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American Hispanic/Latinx history began long before the nation was 

even established. As early as 1513 attempts were made to establish 

territory in what is now known as Florida. In 1565 this became real-

ity and St. Augustine, Florida was under Spanish rule for the next 

256 years.  

Hispanic Heritage Month started as a week long celebration to 

acknowledge the contributions of the Latinx community. Some of 

these contributions being the invention of  the color TV, the stent, 

contraceptives and the artificial heart. Former President Ronald 

Reagan signed into law, a bill expanding the observance to a 31 day 

period.  The purpose for these dates coincides with the independ-

ence day of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nica-

ragua.   

In addition to the rich culture and traditions they brought to Ameri-

ca, they also served for many if not all of our nations wars. On the 

following pages we will cover the Hispanic Americans role in U.S. 

Military, the “Rough riders”, The “Bushmasters”, and Gen. Cavazos. 
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Hispanic military service has a vast history extending through all major conflicts in the United States. 

The 65th Infantry Regiment was a historically all-Hispanic unit that served in WWI, WWII, the Korean 

War, and the Vietnam War. In the Korean War alone this Regiment received four distinguished Ser-

vice Crosses and 125 Silver Star Medals.  

Another example of Hispanic representation was in the Spanish-American war. Several thousand His-

panic Army volunteers fought with distinction to liberate Cuba. Many of these Hispanic volunteers 

were part of the group known as the “Rough Riders”. This group was one of the most diverse units in 

the Army. They had Cowboys, Law-enforcement officials, miners and college athletes. They fought in 

the Battle of San Juan Hill, one of the most pivotal campaigns that solidified US victory. 
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Gen. Richard Cavazos 

Gen. Cavazos was born in Kingsville, Texas and graduated ROTC with 
distinguished honors in 1951. During the Korean War Gen. Cavazos 
was a platoon leader in the famous 65th IN REGT. Gen. Cavazos was 
known for his unwavering commitment to the safety, and wellbeing 

of his troops , as well as his bravery. A moment that represented 
what he stood for was in 1953 at Outpost Harry. “After successfully 
defending Outpost Harry through three intense hours of fighting, 
Cavazos received the order to return to friendly lines. Refusing to 

leave fallen and wounded American Soldiers behind, he repeatedly 
went back to rescue missing men, despite being wounded himself.”  

During his tenue Gen. Cavazos received a Silver Star and Distin-
guished Service Cross in the Korean War, and the Distinguished Ser-
vice Cross in the Vietnam War, additionally 5 Bronze Stars, a Purple 

heart and many others. Gen. Cavazos’ legacy made an impact on 
many of the leaders today. After 33 years of service, Gen. Cavazos retired as the first Hispanic Ameri-

can four-star general in the U.S. Army.  

Hazing is defined as any conduct whereby one military member or employee, regardless of Service or rank, unneces-
sarily causes another military member or employee, regardless of Service or rank, to suffer or be exposed to an ac-

tivity that is cruel, abusive, oppressive, or harmful.   

 

• Hazing is an act that is inclusive in nature, or a “rite of passage”. 

Express or implied consent to hazing is NOT a defense to a violation of this regulation.

The “Bushmasters”, the 158th 
Infantry, Arizona National Guard. 
During WWII this Regiment con-
sisted of Mexican American Sol-
diers and representatives from 
29 Native American tribes.  Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur called 
them “the greatest fighting com-
bat team ever deployed in 
battle” for their actions in the 
Philippines. 13 Medals of Honor 
were awarded to Hispanic sol-
diers for their bravery and forti-
tude during this war. 
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