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Fall 2021 Virtual Archaeology for Kids Programs
Applications Available Now

Are you a librarian or teacher interested in providing unique programs for kids in your community or
classroom? SCDNR’s virtual Archaeology for Kids programs are free to libraries and schools across
South Carolina. Applications for virtual programs this fall are now available at this link.

Designed for kids ages 6 - 14, virtual Archaeology for Kids programs include a brief introduction to
archaeology and a hands-on activity such as Pottery Re-Fit, Make Your Own Pottery, Quill Writing, or
Finger Weaving. Programs are available from Monday, Oct. 4 - Friday, Nov. 19, 2021. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H6RPRJD?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H6RPRJD?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


Virtual Project Archaeology Workshop
20 Full-Scholarships Available for Educators and Students

With just a few seats remaining in the Fall 2021 Virtual Project Archaeology Investigating
Shelter Workshop, the application deadline has been extended until 5 p.m. EST on Friday, Sept.
10, 2021. Applications are available at this link.

A total of 20 full-scholarship seats are available for this workshop. Eligible applicants include K-12
educators; university professors; university students majoring in education, anthropology, archaeology
and museum studies; and individuals who specialize in education and public outreach within museum,
park, and archaeology settings.

This five-week, self-paced virtual workshop will start on Monday, Oct. 4 and end on Friday, Nov. 5,
2021. The workshop is designed to be completed in approximately 20 hours over the five weeks.
Participants will learn first-hand how to help students practice the basics of inquiry-based learning
through cross-curricular lessons that teach archaeology and cultural understanding. Archaeology is an
excellent tool for cross-curricular education. Subjects covered in the workshop will include science,
mathematics, social studies, history, language arts, geography, and the arts. 

Educators employed in S.C. public school districts may be eligible to receive professional development
credit for completing this workshop. Please contact your district’s coordinator for approval of credit. If
you have questions about the workshop, please contact SCDNR archaeologist Meg Gaillard
(GaillardM@dnr.sc.gov).

https://projectarchaeology.org/product/investigating-shelter/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://projectarchaeology.org/product/investigating-shelter/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MZZCVYC?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
mailto:GaillardM@dnr.sc.gov


Poinsett Bridge Heritage Preserve
By Larry Lane, SCDNR Archaeologist

Archaeologists from the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR) Heritage Trust
Program recently had the opportunity to see something many people have not viewed for more than
200 years – the uppermost stones of the iconic Poinsett Bridge in Greenville County.

From August 2 – 5, a team of SCDNR archaeologists excavated a trench on top of the bridge to reveal
the large stones and mortar of the bridge’s construction. The goal of the excavation was to provide
access to engineers to help determine the future work required to assure the bridge will stand for
many more years to come.

View photos from the fieldwork here.

Built in 1820, Poinsett Bridge honors Joel Roberts Poinsett, a former director of the South Carolina
Department of Public Works (SCDPW). Poinsett designed the old state road that once extended from
Charleston through Columbia and into North Carolina and included several bridges.

Historians attribute the design of the Poinsett Bridge to the South Carolinian architect Robert Mills
based upon an illustration Mills painted in 1821 when he served as the State Architect and Engineer
for SCDPW. Mills is best-known for designing the Washington Monument in Washington, D.C. as well
as several buildings throughout Columbia. The 14-foot stone Poinsett Bridge features a traditional
gothic arch with the year “1820” etched into its keystone.

Throughout this project, archaeologists screened the excavated soil in search of cultural material left
by past visitors. Several .22 caliber ammunition casings dating from the mid-1800s and a nickel-plated
brass valve from a 1940s to 50s-era vehicle show the interaction between people and bridge over

https://www2.dnr.sc.gov/ManagedLands/ManagedLand/ManagedLand/39?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/SCDNR/2021/08/30/file_attachments/1919261/PBHP%20Sept%202021%20Photo%20Essay.pdf
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/greenville/S10817723003/index.htm?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
http://nationalregister.sc.gov/SurveyReports/PoinsettBridgeSM.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


time.

The next step in the Poinsett Bridge project is for engineers to make a final evaluation of the bridge’s
condition and create a plan for reinforcing the bridge. Future engineering work may limit public access
to the bridge for a short time. Notifications about future closures of Poinsett Bridge will be issued in
advance of any work through this newsletter, SCDNR social media platforms, and through an SCDNR
new release.

Currently, there is a need for historical images of the bridge taken by visitors that may show the
condition of the bridge and how people used the bridge in the past. These images will be added to the
SCDNR digital archive and contribute towards future interpretation of the bridge. If you have
photographs of the bridge that you would like to add to the SCDNR digital archive, please send high
resolution (300 - 600 dpi) digital images of the bridge and this release
form to ArchaeologyOutreach@dnr.sc.gov with the subject line “Poinsett Bridge Archive”.

Preparing Vessels for a Traveling Exhibit
By Noah Safari, SCDNR Archaeology Intern

I spent the summer of 2021 interning with SCDNR’s Heritage Trust Archeology team. It was great to
finally resume in-person activity after a tough year. The group of people selected for the internship
included people from around the nation ranging from high school and college students like myself to
emerging professionals. About half of us worked in-person at Parker Annex on the Bull Street
development in downtown Columbia; the rest brought their work home and participated virtually
through Microsoft Teams. Thanks to this increasingly useful communication platform, we were able to
work collaboratively from great distances. The array of different perspectives and skillsets each person
offered provided a breath of fresh air when considering the wide gamut of interests that archaeology
covers as a field. Tasked with attending a variety of workshops covering such topics as artifact
identification, climate change, paleontology, media relations and far more, we bonded while working
on group artifact processing. The group worked on material excavated from sites such as Fort Fredrick

https://www.facebook.com/SCDNR/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.dnr.sc.gov/news.html?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.dnr.sc.gov/news.html?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/SCDNR/2021/08/19/file_attachments/1910588/SCDNR%20Photo%20Audio%20Video%20Release%20Form%20Fillable.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/SCDNR/2021/08/19/file_attachments/1910588/SCDNR%20Photo%20Audio%20Video%20Release%20Form%20Fillable.pdf
mailto:ArchaeologyOutreach@dnr.sc.gov


Heritage Preserve and the Pockoy Island Shell Ring Complex.

As part of the internship, we were all given individual projects to focus on in our time at Parker Annex.
The goal of the project I participated in was to inventory, catalog and initiate the development of
traveling exhibits, focusing on a collection of stoneware vessels. 

Read Noah's full article here.

Also, enjoy this time-lapse video, created by SCDNR Archaeology team members Lelia Rice and Ella
Goulding, which sets into motion the work of the SCDNR Archaeology team as they store pottery
vessels at the Parker Annex Archaeology Center.

Snowvision Two Year Update
By Sam McDorman, SCDNR Archaeologist

The Snowvision project is a collaborative effort between the South Carolina Department of Natural
Resources (SCDNR) Heritage Trust Program and the University of South Carolina dedicated to
improving complicated stamped pottery research. Two years since being awarded a National
Endowment for the Humanities grant, the Snowvision project has accomplished several important
goals. The Snowvision sherd-to-design matching algorithm has been refined and sherd-to-sherd
matching is being developed. World Engraved, the online home for Snowvision, has been completely
updated. The website has undergone extensive changes to become more user friendly and is now
fully integrated with our sherd and design database. Users can submit data directly through the
website for matching and future publication. More than 400 Swift Creek complicated stamped designs
have been made public, including all known designs reconstructed by Bettye Broyles.

https://www.southcarolinawild.org/2021/08/03/scdnr-archaeology/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=&v=vo9spv1Ig-Q
https://www.dnr.sc.gov/news/2019/aug/aug14_archaeology.php?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.dnr.sc.gov/news/2019/aug/aug14_archaeology.php?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
http://worldengraved.org/index?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


Questions about archaeology events and programs? Please visit the Heritage Trust website, or
contact archaeologist Meg Gaillard at GaillardM@dnr.sc.gov.

 

http://heritagetrust.dnr.sc.gov/index.html?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
mailto:GaillardM@dnr.sc.gov

