Good afternoon. It is my pleasure to stand before our graduates, your families and
distinguished guests who have gathered to celebrate the graduation of Highway
Patrol... Basic Class.... 89.

I want to thank the Honorable Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina, for
joining us to celebrate.

This is an exciting day — not only for our graduates — but for those who have worn
this uniform for many years. We too remember what it was like to begin a new
chapter in our lives, full of promise and hope.

Before | address our 35 graduates, there are several groups of men and women |
want to recognize today.

We realize that as an organization we are dependent on -- and indebted to -- many
people for our successes.

I am fortunate to have a strong command staff who works alongside me to make
decisions critical to the direction and health of our organization.

Would my Command Staff please stand and remain standing to help me recognize
some of our distinguished guests?

The South Carolina Highway Patrol is built on a strong foundation of men and
women who have served before us. We owe a debt of gratitude to them for their
investment in this organization.

Will the retirees of the South Carolina Highway Patrol please rise?

Thank you for the time you have spent mentoring our graduates and continuing to
stand by our side as we move forward.

As we acknowledge those who have served before us, we also remember those
today who are no longer with us.

I ask you to pause for a moment of silence to pay tribute to those 49 troopers who
lost their lives serving the State of South Carolina.

Many of their family members join us today. Will you please stand?

Thank you for continuing to faithfully support the mission of the Highway Patrol.
The families of our fallen troopers hold a special place within the body of this law

enforcement family.



In addition to Governor Haley, we are pleased to be joined today by state
officials, members of our General Assembly and other law enforcement
organizations.

I cannot stress enough how important partnerships are to the success of the
Highway Patrol and our agency as a whole.

This Spring, | have had the opportunity to see the work that goes into crafting our
state’s budget and balancing difficult fiscal realities in the current state of our
economy.

We are grateful that our state officials continue to recognize and adequately fund
law enforcement.

This helps us remain in a position of strength, which is critical to keeping our
officers safe and holding highway fatalities down.

Law enforcement in South Carolina has made significant strides in increasing
DUI arrests, reducing fatalities on our roadways and seeing more people buckle
up.

| believe this is a credit — in large part — to a strong partnership among all law
enforcement agencies.

And to our graduates, | want to emphasize how fortunate you are to leave today
knowing you have been trained by such a capable group of men and women.

I would like to ask our Highway Patrol Training, Recruiting and Employment
Staff to stand and be recognized.

Thank you for the outstanding job you have done to prepare this fine class. You
have made a significant investment in our graduates -- grooming them for the oath
they will take today. You deserve to be commended.

I am sure every law enforcement officer in this room remembers their graduation
day.

I remember how | felt on graduation day 23 years ago.

... relief ... uncertainty... but most of all -- a sense of readiness to put into action
the lessons learned here.

I know you are anxious to sit behind the wheel of your new Patrol car that shines

like the badge you now wear.



I urge you, though, to slow down, pause for a moment and reflect on the path you
took to get here ...

... reflect on who you were in January when you walked into the classroom for
the first time ...

Now ... think of who you are as you leave...

You too shine today. You have moved from trainee to trooper.

You leave the security of a “training” environment and begin a difficult
assignment where there are few second chances.

The training to become a trooper is meant to be difficult because your job on the
highways of our state will be even more difficult.

You have earned your place at this ceremony.

But you did not make it here alone.

As you invested 19 weeks in your training, someone was at home, supporting you
and awaiting your return to your family and to your community.

This person may have been your spouse, a parent, a grandparent or even a
friend...

We owe them our gratitude for their sacrifice and investment in you AND in the
South Carolina Highway Patrol.

I would like to tell you that today would mark the last time you will be away from
these special family members, but public service and sacrifice go hand in hand.
That is what makes first responders a group set apart.

You - and your family -- willingly give something of yourself for the welfare and
safety of our state’s citizens and visitors.

You will miss special occasions in the life of your family.

Your working environment will not be climate controlled.

And you will not be the most highly paid.

But I can assure you that every sacrifice is an investment you won’t regret. It is an
investment in a safer state for your family and your community.

With each new trooper comes the hope that lives will be saved and security
strengthened on our roadways.



There are few careers where you have the opportunity to do something different
and meaningful each and every day...

... to help someone stranded on the side of the road...

... to comfort a grieving family...

or to be a role model for young children.

However, there will be times when you may question whether your efforts made a
difference.

Statistics tell us how many lives are lost on our highways, but we will never know
how many lives we saved through our proactive enforcement and safety efforts.
You will have a tremendous impact on the public you serve if you remain
consistent...principled...and...fair.

Today, you do not join a perfect organization. The South Carolina Highway Patrol
has endured challenges and setbacks ... like many organizations.

We have had struggles in our 81 year history.

BUT... we are an organization steeped in tradition and pride, determined to learn
from mistakes and allow them to make us stronger for the future.

When you walk across this stage later, you will write a new chapter in our history.
How that chapter reflects on our organization will ultimately rest with the
decisions that you make every day of your career.

Director Keel and I have talked with you many times over the course of your
training about commitment...service...and...sacrifice.

We have clearly outlined our expectations of each of you.

I want to remind you today that success is often found in the small details.

That extra few minutes you take each day to ensure your shoes are shined, your
leather is polished and your car is clean reflects an inner level of self-discipline.
When | look at troopers who have risen through the ranks, they are the ones who
consistently displayed a commitment to excellence across the board.

If your demeanor reflects someone who is prepared and squared away, it usually

shows -- from your daily paperwork to the investigation of a fatality.



How you handle every traffic stop, every call for service is important — not just to
you -- but to the integrity of this uniform.

As an officer of the law, you submit yourself to a higher standard.

You will have ups and downs, good days and bad.

But when difficult situations arise, you must remain in control of your actions.
You must never compromise your ethics. They are the very base and foundation
upon which this organization and law enforcement rest.

As a law enforcement officer, you are -- and always will be -- judged more
harshly than everyone else.

Everything you do is under a microscope. And fairly so...

The public has every right to the expectation of fairness, ethics and honesty from
those sworn to serve and protect them.

If you violate that trust, you hurt us all.

One thing I’ve learned throughout my career is that | am a state trooper — in
uniform and in plain clothes.

Whether | am in a restaurant with my family or at my desk — I am always the
colonel of the South Carolina Highway Patrol.

It is impossible to separate your conduct on the job and off.

This is sometimes a heavy burden to bear. But you can and will do it — just like
those sitting with you today have done.

And you will succeed ... but not without examining your standards, motivations
and actions daily.

In a few minutes, you will take the oath of office. These words represent a noble
and challenging undertaking.

The words you recite are a reminder that law enforcement holds the public trust.
We act with the authority afforded us by the people we have pledged to serve.
Consider your oath daily as you go about conducting your law enforcement
activities.

Reflect on your core values as you leave here today...



Selfless Service...

Integrity...

And
Responsibility.

e These are the hallmarks of a South Carolina State trooper.

e Inclosing, let me say | am proud of each and every one of you. Along with
Director Keel, | pledge to continue working hard as your commander and serving
alongside you to make our state a safer one to travel.

e May God bless and protect each of you and your families as you begin this new

and exciting adventure in your careers and your lives.



