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CHESTER-CATAWBA REGIONAL AIRPORT

Chester-Catawba Regional Airport is a general aviation airport owned by Chester
County and operated by Chester County Airport Commission. The airport, located
between Columbia, SC and Charlotte, NC is conveniently located off of Interstate 77
and in close proximity to US521. Chester-Catawba Airport has two asphalt runways:
Runway 17/35, measuring 5,000 feet long by 100 feet wide; and Runway 5/23, mea-
suring 4,998 feet long by 150 feet wide.

The airport generates $387,200 in direct output, of which $85,000 is paid to approxi-
mately 4 direct full-time jobs. Additionally, 3,750 general aviation visitors arrive at
the airport each year, generating another $150,000 in indirect aviation-related output.
Including the multiplier effect, the airport tenants and visitors at Chester-Catawba
Regional Airport generate $927,300 in total economic output, of which $427,500 in
payroll is paid to 15 full-time equivalent jobs.

Airport activities include recreational flying, parachute jumping, glider towing, and
various services related to the health, welfare, and safety of the community.
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IMPACT
MEASURES

Economic impacts are expressed in
terms of jobs/employment, payroll/
earnings, and total annual economic
activity or output.

Jobs/Employment

Thousands of jobs in South Caro-
lina are created by businesses, ten-
ants and other activities that are
located on commercial service or
general aviation airports or at one
of the four military airfields. In
addition, spending by visitors who
arrive in South Carolina using one
of the commercial service or general
aviation airports supports additional
employment.

Payroll/Earnings

Aviation in South Carolina supports
an estimated 65,533 jobs. All of
these jobs have annual salaries that
contribute to the payroll/earnings
benefits. It is estimated that on
an annual basis, public commercial
service and general aviation airports
and the four military airfields are
responsible for $1.9 billion in pay-
roll/earnings benefits.

Annual Economic Activity/
Output

Airports, the military airfields and
related aviation activities all require
the purchase of goods and services.
Expenditures in this category are
in addition to those identified in
the earnings or payroll category.
These impacts are expressed as total
annual economic activity or output.
For South Carolina, this annual ben-
efit is estimated at $4.3 billion.
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