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“Honoring Your Loved One with Random Acts of Kindness”  

It is not uncommon for many of our family members in the program to share an idea or a story about 

random acts of kindness they performed on the birthday or yearly date of their loved ones. Buying a 

veteran a meal because their loved one served too. Or filling the tank of a motorcycle rider as their 

loved one was a bike enthusiast too. Well, this story you are about to read is no different, it will make 

you feel good…it is about a “most generous” act of kindness. However, since it was intentional I am 

not so sure we could actually call this one “random”. But nonetheless, a wonderful inspiration on how 

to honor those we love and miss.  

 

For me, it started when I received a phone call from Dan Harding, one of our FHF family members on 

April 18, 2011. Dan said he was calling me on behalf of his family (wife, Debbie, daughter Danielle, 

son Ryan and of course Michael) with a heartfelt “Thank You” to the FHF program and the American 

Red Cross for bringing him to where he is today on this special journey. Dan stated, “Without FHF 

and that first blood drive, I would not be here today, giving in honor of my son Michael and I cannot 

think of a better random act of kindness to honor Michael than to give my kidney to Carl Horton Jr., 

(who is called “J”) the 21 year old son of Carl Sr. , & Pam Horton of Minnesota.” Dan and Carl Sr. 

were childhood friends that reconnected on Facebook recently. 

 

But first, let me back up…The Harding family, facing the hardest journey of their life, lost Michael in 

a vehicle related collision on December 6, 2005. Determined to keep Michael‟s memory and his leg-

acy of kindness alive, searching for a sense of healing, the Hardings began their journey with FHF. 

The Hardings often performed random acts of kindness on a regular basis but encouraged others to do 

the same on Michael‟s birthday and yearly date. I asked the Harding family to represent Michael at the 

first FHF Blood Drive we had in July of „07- with the idea of giving back to the community. From that 

point on, Dan became a regular donor, even giving platelets at the local ARC blood bank. In his giv-

ing, Dan found out he was a unique donor - he is A+ but has a CMV negative factor, making his dona-

tions particularly vital for newborns and organ recipients.   

 

After reconnecting with Carl, Dan soon found out that J was born with one kidney and with recent 

complications was in need of a transplant. Dan, who understands the loss of a child, was determined to 

help the Horton‟s locate a match. Dan did not want his friend to know the same pain and loss that his 

family has faced. With little luck for a match, Dan decided to test for compatibility and was told he 

was a perfect match. Dan donated his kidney on April 21, 2011.  

 

Since the surgery, Dan shared about the mutuality of his gift in terms of how it is not only transforma-

tional and healing for J and the Hortons but for him as well; saying “it is hard to put into words, but it 

was a huge step forward in my own grieving process and really brought home how healing and thera-

peutic it can be to give of yourself for others in need; something that often gets lost when we are mired 

in grief .” 

 

I think it goes without saying how special and giving Dan is with this most remarkable act of kindness 

and I have no doubt that Michael is proud!!  

 

  ~ Faith Turner,  FHF Program Coordinator ~ 

L to R: Parents: Carl Horton Sr., 

Pam Horton,  Dan Harding-Donor 

& FHF Member & J, Recipient  
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Excerpt Carl Sr. wrote in his 

“Caringbridge” online journal 

dated April 29, 2011:  

  

“ We talked again about how spe-

cial this whole thing was and to be 

honest, I had to veer away from the 

topic as it gets pretty emotional for 

me.  I am much better writing about 

it than speaking about it!  It is very 

hard to describe what his gift means 

to us.  Dan would say we gave him 

a gift which I still have trou-

ble understanding completely.  I 

wrote on Facebook the other day 

the words of John 15:13,  "Greater 

love has no one than this; than to 

lay down one's life for his friends." 

Dan did this for my son; willingly 

laying down his life on that operat-

ing room table so that my son could 

have his life again free from that 

death sentence.  How do you say 

thank you and have it be meaning-

ful?  It just sounds insufficient for 

such a sacrifice. I am glad we are 

family now.” 
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FHF I experienced a warm feeling 

of gratitude at the conclusion 

of our presentation, when many 

coroners expressed apprecia-

tion for my personal perspec-

tive.  If we can make this diffi-

cult and unimaginable news 

any easier for a family member 

to bear, we consider it an ac-

complishment. 

 

By Lisa Radvansky, FHF 

member and FHFAP Inc. Vice  

President. 

The Compassionate Guide can 

be a source to gently aid in their 

grieving journey.   

 

Additionally, FHF offers them 

tools for healing, compassion, 

peer support & and a construc-

tive avenue of purpose.   

 

It was important for me to leave 

the coroners with a personal 

understanding of my child, his 

life & the loss we feel every 

day, just like SO many in our 

group.   

 

Too many times, first responders are 

accustomed to tragedy, death notifi-

cations, and making decisions that 

they feel are in the best interest of 

family members.  Our goal was to 

let them know that, although these 

situations are routine for them, they 

are NOT routine to those facing the 

loss of a loved one.  Often, this is 

the first real trauma or sudden death 

they have experienced.  The way 

first responders approach a family 

member or notify them of the death 

of a loved one will leave a lasting 

impression.   

  

We discussed the right for family 

members (especially parents) to 

view and touch their loved 

one.  This is not a decision that 

should be made by someone unat-

tached to the family.  The opportu-

nity to spend time with them is part 

of their healing process.  Although 

these family members leave crushed 

and broken-hearted, they do not 

have to leave without hope.  

FHF  speaks at the 2011 SC Coroners Training Conference   

FHF talks to the 89th SCHP Basic Class  
Did you know that talking about your loved one can help in several ways?  
 

 You can help your healing process by saying their name and share 
what happened.  

 You can enrich the lives of others by allowing them to know your 
loved one.  

 You can share with others who may fear that talking about your loved 
one will make you sad, when in truth our family members are sad-
dened by the thought that you forgot their loved one all together.  

 
FHF member and mom, Terri Wise, has been speaking to each graduating 
patrol class for the last five years, hoping to make a difference for the next 
family who receives that notification.  
 
Terri shares her personal story to educate Patrol’s first responders, Saying 
“how you give that death notification can really make a difference in how 
they start their journey and how they grieve,” Terri tells the class, “When  
you pull into their driveway and look at your watch, you know in the next 
few minutes you are going to change a family’s life forever, I ask you to  
tell them as if it were your mother or father.” Then asking -”How would you 
want them to be told”? Quickly adding “with compassion and kindness.”  
 
Terri , also a member of the compassionate committee, feels that family 
members should be allowed time with their loved one before they are pre-
pared by the funeral home. “Even if covering them only to show a hand or  
a foot”, saying “trust me– a mother or a father will know that is their child.” 

Center Picture  

L to R:  

Kenny Johnson, Georgetown 

County Coroner / SCCA 

President, Lisa Radvansky, 

FHF member, Ed Allen, 

Beaufort County Coroner / 

SCCA Training Officer & 

Faith Turner, FHF Program 

Coordinator 

The 89th basic graduation class looks 
at the memory board of Cory Wise after 
listening to Terri Wise share her story.   

 
“It also allows the denial stage to 
pass quicker and allow family mem-
bers to face the journey they will now 
travel.” 
 
Terri is proud to have served on this 
committee, knowing this guide has 
changed the way Patrol delivers 
death notifications.  
 

To download a copy of the  
Compassionate Guide visit our website:  

www.scdps.org/fhf/resources.htm 
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Photo Gallery—Various Events 
FHF 

Calhoun Rabon, son of  Wesley & Haley 
Rabon (FHF) and cousin to John Ray 
Fisher -throws out the 1st pitch of the 
game at the Charleston blood drive.  

Group Photo from Annual Chili Craft peer Support Function—This year the event 
was held on March 19, 2011 at North Trenholm Baptist Church in Columbia.  

Group Photo from Hope & Healing workshop held May 7, 2011 in Lexington. 
Elena Bell, LMSW was the facilitator.  

Martina Mitchell, speaking  at Olympia 
HS for Prom Promise.  

L to R: Calhoun Rabon, Raven Keitt and Gavin Shelley enjoying a 
game of air hockey during the Chili Craft event. 

Lisa Radvansky , Becky Kopp, and  Shirley Hastings  
at  the FHF Volunteer luncheon.—This year It was held at The  Olive Garden.   

Annual Speakers Training Class—Feb. 19, 2011  
L to R: Friend of Tonya, Tonya Spradley, Marcia Delmore, 

Mary Ann Hallman, Cpl. Paul Brouthers (Ret. SCHP) Terri 

Wise, Diane Best, Emma Lilley, (SCHP Victim Advocate) 

and Charlie  Shipman.  
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Photo Gallery—Various Events FHF 

FHF Members L to R: Beth Livingston, Mike Sease, Cindy Sease, Carol 
Kiparisus, Scott Best, Diane Best, Treasa Crosland, Deidre Johnson, Marie 
Pritchett and FHF Coordinator Faith Turner volunteer at the informational 

table during Annual Fatality Memorial Service.  

Picture inside sanctuary at Lexington Baptist Church during 
2011 Annual Fatality Memorial service.  

FHF member, Jacqueline Bennett holding a can-
vas “memory” picture of her daughter, Nakeshea 

Bennett she made at the Chili Craft event.   

FHF Member, Anna Margaret Tucker during Annual Fatality 
Memorial service, reaches to touch the memory wall showing 
the name of her grandson - Bryant (“Cowboy”) W. Buchanan.  

American Red Cross Rep, Kelly Moore with 
FHF member Tina Bonaparte, at Columbia 
blood drive.   

FHF Members (L) Manuela Lopez and ( R) Beth 
Livingston, light candles of Love & Remembrance 

during the Annual Fatality Memorial Service.  

Calhoun Rabon poses and smiles 
with L/Cpl Bob Beres at the 

Charleston blood drive.  

1st time donor 16 yr. old Austin 
Turner , (FHF Volunteer) of Lexington 
says “It is important to donate when 

supplies are low.”  

FHF Member Jim Waters 
deciding what treat to eat at 

the Chili Craft event.  
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1 Program + 5 Years + 11 Blood Drives  =  631 Units of Blood!! 

             BLOOD DRIVE STATS: 

 

   

 „07 Charleston: 55 units   Columbia:  90 units                                total:     145 units  

 „08 Charleston: 83 units   Columbia:  72 units                                total:     155 units  

 „09 Charleston: 49 units   Columbia:  55 units                                total:     104 units 

 „10 Charleston: 17 units   Columbia:  85 units                                total:     102 units 

 „11 Charleston: 32 units   Columbia:  59 units   MB:  34 units      total:     125 units 

 

If you have ever donated blood through the American Red Cross (ARC), you have 

heard the familiar quote;  “The need is constant. The gratification is instant. Give 

blood.” 

  

The Families of Highway Fatalities (FHF) program coordinator, Faith Turner took 

that to heart when a partnership was forged to hold annual drives ~ decidedly to focus 

on a family member within the program. The blood drive is just one way FHF offers 

support to families, while providing a venue for family members to honor their loved 

ones, while giving back to the community.   

 

Terri Wise, a 29 year employee with ARC and member of the FHF program initiated 

the partnership back in 2007. The successful teamwork and the leadership of the 

blood drive event sponsors led to an amazing collection, thus far, of 631 units of 

blood.  

In South Carolina, statistics show about 1,000 people are killed and another 50,000 

injured in collisions annually. This partnership made the decision to hold the blood 

drives during the summer months easy since the ARC knows that is the time of year 

when blood supplies are critically low because of summer travel and law enforce-

ment unfortunately knows summer time is also when motor vehicle collision often 

rise because of this increased travel. This time frame is what law enforcement refers 

to as the “100 Deadly Days of Summer “ which starts with Memorial Day weekend 

and ends Labor Day weekend.  

 

FHF members, Wesley, Haley and Calhoun Rabon find it healing to support com-

munity events such as the blood drive, while honoring their loved one John Ray, 

who was killed in a single car collision in Berkeley County in 2009 at age 17. Haley  

says, “giving to others offers comfort and healing for us.”  (Pictured above) 

Iteisha McCants, (FHF member) lost her fiancé Mark Sermons Jr., and 

both children, Mark III and Dajah on November 11, 2009 in a Horry 

County collision. Iteisha was deeply moved to honor her family at the 

blood drive. (Pictured right) 

 

The Williams Family, (FHF members) still searching for answers to the 

unsolved hit and run that killed family member Rodney Williams in 2010 

is hopeful the drive and its media efforts will lead to some answers and 

help in their healing process.  (Pictured left) 

 

These blood drives offer many benefits to both the families and the com-

munity, but when it helps with the healing of the heart for these families, 

that is greater than the success of any blood drive.   

Charleston  blood drive held in honor of  
John Ray Fisher. 

Myrtle Beach blood drive held in honor of the  

Sermon Family. 

Columbia blood drive held in honor of Rodney Williams. 



FHF 

FAMILIES OF HIGHWAY FATALITIES PAGE  6 

   

 The Highway Patrol was recently presented as the 2011 Government 

award winner by the Richland One Community Coalition (ROCC) 

for SCHP's efforts in educating teens about safe driving habits. 

Families of Highway Fatalities (FHF) members regularly work with 

Community Relations Officers to educate teens about buckling up 

and other highway safety issues.  

Ms. Weston, FHF member, is one of our volunteers who spoke regu-

larly at the prom safety assemblies in Richland One. Ms. Weston lost 

her son, Julian, in 2006 in a collision where he was not buckled 

up.  “We are so thankful to each FHF member who volunteer their 

time to travel the state speaking at various events, truly making a 

difference, by sharing their story,” says Faith Turner, FHF Program 

Coordinator. 

ROCC forged a partnership with the SC Highway Patrol and FHF to 

assist with the Richland One prom safety assemblies back in 

2008.  FHF members were willing to share their tragedy to keep our 

youth safe. These members have consistently and diligently served to 

help keep Richland One students safe during prom and graduation 

season.  

  

“Because the South Carolina Highway Patrol and the Families of 

Highway Fatalities consistently worked to reduce risky youth behav-

iors, we were pleased to award this agency as the ROCC 2011 Gov-

ernment Award Recipient,” says Felicia Brown, the Richland One 

Community Coalition Coordinator. 

 L to R: Maj. Chris Madden, L/

Cpl. Trevor Clinton (CRO), Ms. 

Barbara Weston (F HF member), 

Mrs. Faith Turner (FHF Coordi-

nator) and Ms. Felicia Brown 

(ROCC).  

Richland One Community Coalition recognizes SCHP & FHF  

Local Professor ~ Reaching out to students & making a Difference 

 

I am a professor at Francis Marion University.  My students range from first-time freshmen to graduating seniors.  I 

have developed a short safety message that I present to them the day before fall and spring breaks. Near the end of the 

class period I generally have the classes divided into small groups visiting and relaxing.  Their mood is always a mix-

ture of light-hearted excitement and anticipation.  With a couple of minutes remaining I ask then to return to their nor-

mal seats. I then dim the lights and project a picture of Kala Frye on the screen.  The picture has a heavy black border, 

with Kala‟s name in white below her picture.  The room goes very quiet, because the students have no idea what is 

going on. At that point I introduce them to Kala and explain what happened to her.  After a short pause I say, “Have a  

safe break.”  It takes less than a minute. The students always leave the room in a very serious mood.  Quite often 

some of them will be crying.  Some stop by to make comments.  Last year a student commented, “I‟ll think about 

Kala the whole break.”  Another said, “That is the most powerful safety message I‟ve ever heard. This semester a 

student blurted out, “You just ruined my spring break!”  One of her classmates replied, “He may have just saved 

your life.” The day after spring break a student said, “Because of you I didn‟t drink during the break.”  One of his 

classmates added, “Neither did I.”   

~  Story submitted by Treasa Crosland, FHF member & Kala‟s Nana on behalf of  friend, Mr. James Christian. ~  

James Christian   

Kala Danielle Frye   

1.22.86 ~ 1.19. 2005 

Interested in  

participating with 

the Speakers  

Bureau ?  

 

SCHP provides 

speaker training 

classes. 

 

Contact  

FHF  

Program  

Coordinator,  

Faith Turner   

at 803-896-8171  

or email: 

fsturner@schp.org 

Family and friends often share how  alcohol related collisions change their family forever, hoping to 

make a difference for others.  

RICHLAND ONE STATS:  

 

2009: 8 presentations 

2010: 3 presentations 

2011: 8 presentations 

 

No reported injuries or 

deaths after prom  

presentations  

for these schools to our 

knowledge. 



Phone: 803-896-8171 

 

SC Department of Public Safety Headquarters 

Attn: Faith Turner, Coordinator 
P.O. Box 1993 
Blythewood, South Carolina 29016 

FAMILIES OF HIGHWAY FATALITIES 

Fax: 803-896-7922 

Mobile: 803-608-7664 

FHF 
Our Mission:  

Our goal is to provide Peer Support for grieving families; facilitate forums and opportunities for grieving families to meet;  
prevent further highway fatalities through public education and information; and to diligently work alongside law enforce-
ment, first responders, and other government officials as advocates for highway safety.  

Join Us:  
FHF includes families who have lost loved ones on the highways, motor vehicle collision survivors, safety pro-

fessionals, counselors, and clergy. 

            
Families of Highway Fatalities (FHF) Newsletter is published quarterly and sponsored by the SC Department of Public Safety.  

All Rights Reserved.  

New Members 
 

 Shirley Bolding, Pickens      Erika Norman, Richland  Sharon Mincey, Richland  
 Jennifer Davis, Spartanburg     Cassandra Burns, Fairfield  Henry Burns, Fairfield 
 Barbara Randall, Aiken     Heather Randall, Aiken   Tiffany Randall, Aiken 
 Michelle Davis, Orangeburg     Flodreaka Adams, Chester  Calvin Snelgrove, Richland 
 Lucy Snelgrove, Richland     Carol White, Georgetown  Iteisha McCants, Horry 
 Sandra Carver, Greenville     Marjorie Rodriguez, Florida Audrey Stotts, Florida 
 Carol Baker, York      Christy Timms, Greenwood Juanita Smith, Aiken 
 Barbara Gillespie, Pickens     LaBertha Sanders, Greenville Sara Marr, Spartanburg 
 Dathne Ingram, Aiken      Betty Dempsey, Orangeburg Alice Jackson, Barnwell 
 Viola Thompson, Barnwell     Tom O’Brien, Dorchester  Amy Brasington, Richland 
 Nellie Brown, Aiken      Stephanie Trappler, Horry  Annie Williams, Orangeburg  
 Jennifer Keitt, Orangeburg     Tina Bonaparte, California  Ann Addison, Lee 
 Judy Brewington, Pickens      Laura Hinds, Pickens  Teresa Hammons, Lancaster  
 Virginia Martin, Orangeburg     Shirley Goude, Dorchester   Shirley Hastings, Dorchester  
 Tony Gilbert, Greenville     Mick Chittester. Pennsylvania  Edna  Addison, Darlington 
 Nancy Kane, Maryland     Susan Arnold,  Greenville  Venice Williams, Greenville 
 Ken Williams, Greenville      Leslie Marshall, Greenville   Judy O’Shields, Greenville 
 Daniel O’Shields, Greenville      Carla McDonald, Greenville Patricia Voelker, Lexington 
 Carolyn Shaw, Florence      Cindy Rearden, Aiken   MaryAnn Hallman, Lexington 
 Manuela Lopez, Newberry     Ericka Holmes, Williamsburg Jessica Gause, Hanahan 
 Dannon Forbes, Richland     Bridgett Rushton, Greenwood Stephanie Belton, Richland 
 BoBo Rushton, Greenwood      Vera Simic, Virginia   Michelle Daniels, Spartanburg 
 Sharon Richardson, Berkeley     Ona Pitzer, Kershaw  John Pitzer, Kershaw 
 Kimla Hatten, Anderson     Idell Singletary, Florence  Christina Cook, Aiken 
 Delilah Ardis, Sumter      Lillie Williams, Sumter   Nina Arlington, Sumter  
 Bill Warnke, Beaufort      Peggy Warnke, Beaufort   Djuana Buchanan, Chester 
 Julia Benton, Horry      Shirley Crawford, Greenville Cynthia Curtis, N. Carolina 
 Erica Doyle, Aiken       Betty Benekin, Berkeley  Randy Boley, Lexington 
 Reid White, Jr., Richland     Leroy Bennett, Charleston   Judy Mixon, Bishopville 
 Vicki Fields, Abbeville      Ashley Altman, Lexington   Edward Green, Barnwell 
 Kevin Rhodes, Greenville     Renee Trautwein, Lexington Darlene Templeton, Abbeville 


