
2. INSURANCE SECTION 

The function of the Insurance Section is to maintain the 
insurance filings made by for-hire intrastate motor carriers and 
interstate motor carriers who base equipment in South Carolina. 
There are approximately 918 motor carriers who are required to 
file evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability 
insurance. Of these carriers, approximately 112 are required to 
file evidence of cargo insurance. 

The Insurance Section maintains a suspense file for 
approximately 60 days on insurance filings for which an 
application is not pending. Upon receipt of an application, the 
filing is accepted. 

The Insurance Section notifies regulated carriers of an 
impending thirty (30) day notice of cancellation of insurance and 
if no other coverage has been filed within that time limit, the 
motor carrier must cease operations on the date stated in such 
letter. 

Prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Public Convenience 
and Necessity and the rendition of motor carrier service 
authorized therein, evidence of the required insurance must be on 
file with the Commission. Once licensed, motor carriers must keep 
insurance on file continuously. Motor carriers who fail to keep 

· insurance on file are subject to having their Certificates revoked 
and canceled by the Commission. 
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3. LICENSE DECAL SECTION 

Motor Carriers operating within the State of South Carolina 
on an intrastate basis and carriers based in South Carolina 
operating on an interstate basis are required to purchase license 
decals based on vehicle carrying capacity or empty weight, ranging 
in price from $7.50 to $50.00 semi-annually. These license decals 
are evidence of the motor carrier's compliance with the Motor 
Vehicle Carrier Law. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION LICENSE DECALS ISSUED BY 
CLASS: 

CLASS A LICENSE................... 18 

CLASS B LICENSE.................... 0 

CLASS C LICENSE.................... 2,566 

TOTAL LICENSE DECALS ISSUED ........ 2,584 

TOTAL LICENSE DECAL FEES (NET) ..... $105,748.59 

B. RATES SECTION 

Effective January 1, 1995 The Federal Aviation Administration 
Authorization Act of 1994 pre-empted state regulation of rates, 
routes and services of intrastate motor carriers of property other 
than household goods transporters and hazardous waste 
transporters. 

The Transportation Department has one Auditor IV /Rate Analyst on staff. 
One of the primary duties of this person has been to perform on site 
compliance audits and desk audits. These audits offer support for pending rate 
cases as well as enforcement investigations. For the fiscal year 2001-2002 
there were 4 rate increase audits and 23 complaint audits performed. 

As a result of Deregulation of general commodities 
transporters and with the abolishment of the South Carolina Motor 
Truck Rate Bureau, the South Carolina Tariff Bureau Inc. was 
formed in March of 1995 as a statewide bureau offering joint and 
local rates applying on household goods. The Commission also 
recognizes individual tariffs. 
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C. LAW ENFORCEMENT SECTION 

The enforcement of the Motor Vehicle Carrier Laws of the 
State, Sections 58-23-10 through 58-23-1830 of The South Carolina 
Code of Laws, 1976, as amended in the 1997 Cumulative 
Supplement(Volume 19) is carried out by the staff of nine 
inspectors stationed throughout the state. Tools used in 
enforcement include random vehicle inspections, investigations and 
inspections stemming from complaints and audits performed in the 
field. During fiscal year 2001-2002 these inspectors in conjunction 
with staff investigations made a total of 72 arrests totaling 
$15,192 in fines. 

All of the inspectors are commissioned by the South Carolina 
Law Enforcement Division and are entitled Law Enforcement Officers 
II. All officers wear uniforms and patrol in marked and unmarked cars with 
two-way radios and cellular phone communication with the 
Commission and each other. Their duties and responsibilities are 
to insure that the motor carriers under the jurisdiction of the 
Public Service Commission of South Carolina comply with the South 
Carolina Motor Vehicle Carrier Law and the Commission's Rules and 
Regulations Pertaining To Motor Carriers. The inspectors 
investigate violations, issue citations and warrants of arrests, initiate legal 
proceedings for violations and work with the regulated carriers 
and with the public helping them to comply with the laws. 

INSPECTIONS: For fiscal year 2001-2002 the nine inspectors 
Performed 5707 inspections. Some inspections were random roadside 
while others were complaint generated. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS WORK: Inspectors recorded 1058 assists to 
regulated carriers and the general public with regard to various 
motor carrier issues. 

COMPLAINT RESPONSES: During the period inspectors, along with 
staff, answered and investigated 99 complaints. 

COURT DUTY: Inspectors and/or staff attended or visited 
various magistrates and central traffic courts 64 times during the 
fiscal year 2001-2002. Some ofthese visits were scheduled court 
appearances while other visits were made to gather necessary 
information to make cases. 

CITATIONS: Inspectors issued or took out 72 
citations/warrants for the reporting period totaling $15,192 
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WARNINGS: Inspectors issued 46 warnings during the reporting 
period. Most warnings were issued to passenger carriers for decal 
violations. 

EDUCATION: During the fiscal year 2001-2002 inspectors and 
staff attended 26 education sessions. The majority of these 
sessions were for officer re-certification such as firearm and 
driver training. The officers are also required to receive legal 
and core course updates each year. 

INVESTIGATIONS: Inspectors and staffreported 157 different 
investigation activities. These investigations were performed to 
support various cases made against carriers during the reporting 
period. 

COMPARATIVE ARREST REPORT 

Fiscal Year Arrests Fines 

1995-96 23 $ 19,425.00 

1996-97 80 $59,800.00 

1997-98 86 $ 17,530.00 

1998-99 106 $21,288.00 

1999-00 99 $27,265.00 

2000-01 128 $30,908.00 

2001-02 72 $15,192.00 
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D. RAILROAD SAFETY 

The Commission's Railroad Safety Program was as certified by the 
Federal Railroad Administration in 1980 pursuant to the Federal Railroad 
Safety Act of 1970. For the period, July 2001 through June 2002, inspectors 
spent 318 days making inspections of railroad equipment and facilities. 
Inspectors made inspections of 4,730 rail cars, 177 locomotive inspections, 
2,850 record inspections, observed 38 train air brake tests and single car tests, 
performed 87 blue signal inspections and 106 roadway worker inspections. 
Track inspections totaled 2,270 miles of track, of which 105 miles were 
visually inspected on foot. 

Inspections of accidents and derailments were also conducted to determine 
probable causes and investigations were made in response to complaints from 
the general public. 
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RAILROAD COMPANIES OPERATING IN SOUTH CAROLINA 

Year Ending June 30, 2002 

Line Haul Companies 

CSX Transportation, Inc. 
Jacksonville, Florida 

Norfolk Southern Combined 
Railroad Subsidiaries 

East Cooper & Berkeley RR Co. 
Port Royal Railroad 
Port Terminal Railroad ofSC 
Port Utilities Commission of 
Charleston, SC 
Charleston, South Carolina 

Hampton & Branchville RR Co. 
Hampton, South Carolina 

Lancaster & Chester Railway Co. 
Lancaster, South Carolina 

Pee Dee River Railway 
(Aberdeen & Rockfish Railroad) 

Pickens Railroad Company 
Pickens, South Carolina 

South Carolina Central 
Railroad Company 
Hartsville, South Carolina 

Carolina Piedmont Division 
Laurens, South Carolina 

Carolina Southern 
Conway, South Carolina 

Principal Officers 
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Ms. R. D. Rysdahl 
Vice President, S & E 

W. E. Honeycutt, 
Assistant Vice President 

Eugene B. Way 
V.P. of Operations 

Norris L. Laffitte 
General Manager 

Norman Causey 
Vice president 

Edward R. Lewis 
President 

Donald Sims 
General Manager 

Lamont Jones 
General Manager 

Lamont Jones 
General Manager 

Ken Pippin 
General Manager 


