








First Woman Among Turkey 
Calling Champions 

Tweedie Nichols of Union, South Carolina's Wild Turkey Calling 
Champion. 

Tweedie Nichols of Union 
defeated a field of 26 wild tur­
key callers during the ninth an­
nual South Carolina Wild Tur­
key Calling Championship 
held in Edgefield, South 
Carolina in March. She is the 
first woman to enter the con­
test and the first to be named 
the South Carolina Champion. 

Ms. Nichols also won the 
open competition, competing 
with non-residents in this 
event. Open competition is for 
everybody including out-of­
state callers, while the South 
Carolina championship is for 
residents only. 

Sam Crouch, coordinator for 
the annual event for the 
Edgefield Game and Fish As­
sociation which sponsors the 
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championship, said it was one 
of the best contests held since 
the beginning in 1970. 

"We had a fantastic day," 
Crouch said in an interview, 
"You wouldn't believe the 
turnout we had even with the 
rain and everything." Crouch 
said 350 persons turned out for 
the event "which was a 
hundred or two more than we 
expected with the rain and all." 

Thirty-nine persons com­
peted in the various events, 
Crouch said, "almost twice as 
many as we've had in past con­
tests." 

Runners-up in the state 
competition were: Eddie 
Glance of Union and John Sex­
ton of Lyman who is a former 
South Carolina champion. 

Lewis Stowe of Gastonia, N. C., 
was runner-up in the open 
competition. 

Crouch said he expects the 
open contest to become more 
important in the future. "It's re­
ally going to grow," he .said, 
"but we don't get enough pub­
licity." There were only seven 
entries this year. 

Winner in the youth compe­
tition was Steve Cobb of Car­
lisle, S. C. Runners up were 
Scott Padgett also of Carlisle 
and Michael Chapman of 
Clearwater, S. C. 

Ms. Ronda Murrell of 
Edgefield was named Miss 
South Carolina Turkey Calling 
Queen for 1978. 

Judges were Tom Rodgers of 
Edgefield, the executive vice 
president of the National Wild 
Turkey Federation with head­
quarters in Edgefield; Rob 
Keck also with the federation in 
Edgefield; Bill O'Daniel of Car­
lisle, last year's champion; Bill 
McBride of Edgefield, winner 
two years ago; and Neal Cost 
of Greenwood. 

USE OF 
STEEL SHOT 
SUPPORTED 
BY STATE 
STUDY 

The National Wildlife Federa­
tion (NWF) has appealed to 
sportsmen to "stop fighting 
and work together for more 
and better wildlife habitat." 
The appeal came in the wake of 
a federal appeals court ruling 
upholding the Interior De­
partment's decision to phase 
out lead shot in favor of steel 
shot in waterfowl hunting. 

"The time for divisive quar­
reling and name-calling has 
passed," said Thomas L. Kim­
ball, executive vice president 
of the NWF, commenting on 
the January 27 judgment of the 

U. S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia. "Two fed­
eral courts have now affirmed 
regulations that will save mil­
lions of ducks a year from 
needless deaths by lead 
poisoning. Now there's more 
constructive work to be done 
- like saving what's left of our 
wetlands." 

The appellate court in 
Washington rejected an appeal 
by the National Rifle Associa­
tion (NRA), which had sought 
unsuccessfully in a lower court 
to stop the Interior from en­
forcing its steel shot regula­
tions. After receiving briefs and 
hearing oral arguments, three 
judges of the appeals court 
upheld a lower court finding 
that the regulations were legal 
and proper. 

The Interior Department's 
decision to rule out lead shot, 
flyway by flyway, in "hot spots" 
where accumulations of lead 
shot posed a threat to water­
fowl eating off the bottom in 
wetlands was announced in 
March 1976, at a National 
Wildlife Federation conven­
tion. The NRA filed suit, asking 
for an injunction against the 
regulations, in October 1976. 

The NWF, which had favored 
the switch to steel shot for 
many years, intervened in the 
case as a co-defendant with the 
Interior Department and the 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
in order to present in court its 
case for non-toxic shot, based 
on 25 years of field studies and 
ballistic tests. 

Steel shot may not be the 
crippler of ducks that many 
hunters believe, according to 
statistics compiled during the 
past waterfowl season by a 
state waterfowl biologist. At 
two public hunting areas the 
number of ducks crippled and 
lost this past season was down 
about 6 percent from the seven 
year average, Tommy Strange, 
a waterfowl biologist with the 
state Wildlife Department, told 
a group of hunters and water­
fowl managers during a recent 
waterfowl workshop. 



Strange said that about 65 
percent of the hunters in­
volved in the study used steel 
rather than lead shot. The crip­
pling rate was down despite 
the fact that more shots were 
fired and more ducks bagged 
in the two areas this past sea­
son. But many of the 100 
hunters and waterfowl man­
agers present at the workshop 
expressed dissatisfaction with 
the effectiveness as well as the 
cost of steel shot shells. 

During the past waterfowl 
season federal law required the 
use of steel shot for 12-gauge 
guns in Georgetown and Colle­
ton counties. 

As many as two million 
ducks a year are thought to die 
from ingesting lead shot from 
the bottom of streams and 
ponds. Steel shot, while not 
toxic if accidentally eaten by 
waterfowl, is also lighter in 
weight and often costs twice as 
much as lead shot. 

Strange said this year's lower 
crippling rate could be due in 
part to hunters letting ducks 
approach closer and firing 
fewer shots because of higher 
costs of steel ammunition. 

Brock Conrad, department 
Chief of Wildlife Management, 
warned hunters that continued 
opposition to the adoption of 
steel shot could be used 
against them by anti-hunting 
groups. 

Kimball lamented the fact 
that some opponents of steel 
shot tried to pin an "anti­
hunting" label on advocates of 
the new rules. "If we had not 
solved the lead shot poisoning 
problem, which was getting 
worse year by year, then hunt­
ing really would have been 
threatened," he said. "We 
would have literally handed the 
anti-hunters ammunition with 
which to attack us as bad en­
vironmentalists and bad con­
servationists. Now we have a 
set of regulations, backed by 
two court rulings, that are good 
for the environment and there­
fore, in the long run, good for 
the sport of hunting." 
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SOUTH CAROCINA 
WILDLIFE Order our new custom brown 

leather-like binder today. It's so 
handsome you'll want to display it in 
a prominent place in your home. The 
front cover is attractive enough for 
any coffee table. 

Our binder holds one year of the 
magazine and has easy-to-insert metal 
rods to secure each issue in place. It's 
a great gift to accompany a 
subscription to SOUTH CAROLINA 
WILDLIFE too - Father's Day, 
birthdays, anniversaries, graduation. 

Order today! Only $6 including 
postage and handling. Please use the 
enclosed order form or, if it's gone, 
send $6 to: South Carolina Wildlife, 
P. 0. Box 167 Columbia, S.C. 29202. 
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AVAILABLE A 

CAROLINA 
PROFILE! 

A CAROLINA PROFILE-a collection of 
the best articles, photographs and paint­
ings from SOUTI-I CAROLINA WILD­
LIFE magazine-is available again! The 
demand was so great that we had to re­
print to fill all our orders. 
A CAROLINA PROFILE features 160 high 
quality pages of unbeatable color and 
excitement-a priceless collection from 
South Carolina's award-winning maga­
zine-presented in a beautiful hard­
bound 8½ xll volume. This isa book your 
family and friends will treasure for years 
to come. We are happy to be able to offer it 
to you again. Use the order form on this 
page and send your $15 today!! Your copy 
of A CAROLINA PROFILE will arrive by 
return mail. 
If the order form is gone, send your order 
to South Carolina Wildlife, P.O. Box 167, 
Columb'ia, SC 29202. 

----·-----------·------ . ---·------- -----------= . . 

YOUR S ORDER. . 

Please send me: __ copies of CAROUNXS HUNTING . 
__ copies of A AROUNA PROFILE at $15.00 e 

Please send me: O one calendar at -$6.95 
· O three calendar$ at $17.95-a special discount! 

0 __ caleridars (four or more) at $6.00 each-another s~ 

Please send me: __ binders at $6.00 each. 

Please send me: __ t-shirts at $5.00 each. 
Color: Navy_ Lt. Blue __ Orarige _ReQ ..,.._lan,,..._ 
Please state lat and 2nd <X>lor choice. • 
S~:S_:_M_L_XL_ 

Name _____________ .,...;,;.,,,__ __________ _ 
Address _________ ....,... _______________ _ 

City • State • Zip -----------------­

□ Payment Endoae4 
0 Bill to Master Charge*-------
□ Bill to BACMSA # _______ _ 

For gift otdei's, please attach another sheet 
Make checks payable to South Carolina Wildlife 



CAROLINA'S HUNTING HERITAGE is 
a book dedicated to those who have shared 
the woods, fields and marshes. It's so real 
,you will almost relive the excitement of 
1your first hunt. 

CAROLINA'S HUNTING HERITAGE is 
'a collection of the best articles on hunting 
:ever published in the award winning 
SOUTH CAROLINA WILDLIFE maga­
!zine presented together in a beautifully 
bound 8½ xll volume with the look of 
hand-tooled leather. 

A special section on waterfowl heritage 
features famous art and photography on 
everything from dogs to decoys and a nos­
talgic bow to "how it used to be." "The 
Wings of Winter"-a portfolio of paint­
ings by America's great waterfowl artists is 
also included. But waterfowl aren't the 
only game. There are articles on deer hunt­
ing from whitetail strategy to venison 
cookery, and on quail hunting and turkey 
hunting. Articles on sporting dogs include 
the pointing breeds, the golden retriever 
and the Boykin spaniel. And don't over­
look the special features on the legendary 
Kentucky rifle and the prized possession 
of every sportsman-the handcrafted 
knife . 

CAROLINA'S HUNTING HERITAGE is 
the perfect book for every outdoorsman 
who cherishes the hunt and the wild 
things of South Carolina. 

CAROLINA'S HUNTING HERITAGE 
will be available in late summer. Order 
your copy today for only $19. 95. Use the 
order form on the opposite page. If it's 
gone, send your order to South Carolina 
Wildlife, P. 0 . Box 167, Columbia, S. C. 
29202. 
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