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Scientists Rise to the Challenge of 
Coastal Septic Systems 

  
One of the Consortium’s current funded research 
projects, “SOS (Solutions on Septic): Identifying 
Resilient Solutions for Septic Management in 
Coastal South Carolina,” led by Principal 
Investigator Timothy J. Callahan, Ph.D., of the 

College of Charleston, aims to understand and address the current on-site 
wastewater treatment systems and groundwater conditions. By producing data-
based solutions for improved policy, regulation, and outreach, the team hopes to 
inform residents, decision-makers, and water-management teams on the best path to 
support clean groundwater and healthy ecosystems in their community. 
 

 

https://www.scseagrant.org/current-research-projects/
https://www.scseagrant.org/current-research-projects/
https://charleston.edu/geology/faculty/callahan-tim.php
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Learn what the research team has accomplished so far in the full version of the 
article. 
 

Co-Investigator Guinn Wallover (lower far-right of frame) of Mount Pleasant Waterworks, 
and Cailyn Spedding, Piper Monk, and Cam Kwiatkowski, graduate and undergraduate 
research assistants at the College of Charleston, collect groundwater samples. Photo: 
Hailey Murphy, S.C. Sea Grant Consortium. 
 

Special thanks to Hailey Murphy, Coastal Public Information coordinator, for providing this 
research update. 

 

 

 

We Need Your Support: Please Contact Elected Officials 
 

The Sea Grant College Program relies on federal funding that is currently threatened. 
This funding is critical in providing research into vital coastal issues, such as water 
quality and disaster preparedness. The Consortium is urging South Carolina residents 
and businesses to express support for the Sea Grant College Program to their elected 
officials. With your support, we can positively convey to elected leaders in 
Washington how important the South Carolina Sea Grant Consortium and the other 
33 Sea Grant programs are to our coastal communities and businesses. Please 
contact info@scseagrant.org for more information on how to help. 

 

  

  

Interested in coastal research, education, and outreach? Join our email list 
to receive Consortium news, publication announcements,  

and upcoming events! 

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST  
 

Feel free to forward this email to a friend or colleague.  
Thank you! 
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