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 New & Noteworthy 
 

 
  

 

Hurricane Helene Disaster Recovery Efforts 

  

The Office of Resilience is currently 
conducting and planning multiple 
initiatives to facilitate disaster recovery 
in South Carolina. As of December 
2024, 28 counties and the Catawba 
Indian Nation have received Individual 
Assistance declarations from the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). From these counties, 
FEMA has received over 430,000 
applications for Individual Assistance. 
For context, this greatly outpaces the 
combined 170,000 applications 
received after the 2015 historic floods, 
2016 Hurricane Matthew, and 2018 
Hurricane Florence. Understanding the 
significant recovery efforts needed for 
this disaster event, SCOR is 
implementing the following actions: 
     

 

  

 
Disaster Case Management 

Disaster Case Management (DCM) is a partnership between a disaster case 
manager and a citizen impacted by a disaster to help in the long-term with their 
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disaster-caused needs—whether these are financial, physical, or emotional. Case 
managers work with individuals to develop and carry out an Individualized 
Recovery Plan, with a focus on problem solving and connection to resources and 
services. Using state funds, we were able to begin case management activities 
shortly after Hurricane Helene. 

 

  

 

    

In addition to conducting program intake over the phone and at FEMA Disaster 
Recovery Centers, our team of case managers attended six “Team SC County Days” 
and three “Farm & Forest Recovery Resource Days” across the state for additional 
intake and to connect citizens with recovery resources. The DCM team has 
received over 700 applications from citizens whose homes were damaged or 
destroyed by this event and have made over 1,650 referrals to recovery resources. 
Overall, the DCM team has interacted with more than 2,000 citizens impacted by 
Hurricane Helene. Additionally, SCOR has submitted an application to FEMA for a 
Disaster Case Management Program grant to secure two years of funding for this 
initiative. 

Rapid Rebuild Program 

SCOR is preparing to launch a program to rebuild homes that are completely 
destroyed. Made possible by designated state dollars in the Disaster Relief and 
Resilience Reserve Fund, the program will target low to moderate income citizens 
in counties with an Individual Assistance declaration. In line with SCOR’s mission, 
SCOR will build these homes with long term resilience and sustainability in mind. 
Robust building standards such as enhanced roofs, impact-resistant windows, and 
continuous load paths that better distribute extreme forces like high winds and 
earthquakes will be used. 

We are proud to announce that, in support of this program, Google LLC has 
committed $1 million in grant financing to supplement existing funds. The funds 
from Google LLC will allow SCOR to complete weatherization steps on 
reconstructed homes, which will provide additional long-term benefits to residents 
in the form of energy savings. SCOR is currently developing program guidelines 
and beginning the procurement process to jumpstart this program.  

https://scor.sc.gov/news/2024-12/disaster-relief-benefit-victims-hurricane-helene
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Coordination with State and Non-Profit Partners on Housing Recovery 

 

With multiple state and Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD) 
engaged in home repairs and rebuilds statewide, SCOR recognizes the need to 
coordinate efforts to ensure help gets to where it is most needed without 
duplication of effort. To accomplish this, we’re taking a coordinating role. As 
disaster-impacted residents connect with our office through the DCM program, 
their housing recovery needs and location will be shared with partner 
organizations. SCOR anticipates this initiative launching in early 2025. 

Planning for Federal Disaster Recovery Funds 

While getting the state-funded Rapid Rebuild program off the ground, SCOR is 
proactively planning in anticipation of additional federal disaster recovery funds 
being allocated in early 2025. SCOR has previously administered three US 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community 
Development Block Grants – Disaster Recovery to repair, replace, and rebuild 
homes damaged by the 2015 historic floods, 2016 Hurricane Matthew, and 2018 
Hurricane Florence. Based on this experience, SCOR is drafting an Action Plan 
and conducting environmental reviews in impacted counties. 

Here is our anticipated timeline of recovery efforts: 
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The amount of funds allocated for all impacted states is largely determined by 
damage assessments that FEMA conducts. It is important to submit damage 
information to FEMA to demonstrate the disaster’s extent at 
disasterassistance.gov, the FEMA mobile app, or the helpline 1-800-621-3362 by 
January 7th, 2025. 

SCOR and Partners Celebrate Conservation Milestones 

  

Saluda Bluffs 

State and local leaders along 
with outdoor enthusiasts 
gathered on November 13th 
to get a glimpse from the 
scenic ridge of the 1,090-acre 
Saluda Bluffs property 
acquired by Naturaland Trust 
earlier this year. The 
significant amount of 

   

frontage along the Saluda River along with the adjoining floodplain made this 
project a priority for SCOR. 

"Protecting the state’s floodplains and property along our waterways safeguards 
the land’s natural ability to absorb and store floodwaters, reducing the impact of 
flooding on neighboring communities," said Chief Resilience Officer Ben Duncan. 
"In the face of increasing environmental change and natural hazards, it is more 
important than ever to come together to conserve such properties for the benefit 
of our communities, economies, and ecosystems." For this reason, SCOR 
contributed $2M towards the project. 

The property will become the South Saluda Wildlife Management Area and be 
opened for public use by SCDNR. "This is another huge victory for conservation in 
South Carolina and a tribute to invaluable partnerships," said SCDNR Director 
Robert H. Boyles Jr. "Partners like Naturaland Trust are crucial in this process, and 
the S.C. General Assembly has been so generous in supporting public access 
expansion through the Wildlife Management Area program. We look forward to 
Saluda Bluff becoming a part of all the amazing public lands in South Carolina." 

Snow's Island Assemblage 
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On Monday, December 16, we were joined by Governor Henry McMaster and 
leaders from Florence County, the South Carolina Department of Natural 
Resources (SCDNR), the South Carolina Conservation Bank, Open Space Institute 
(OSI), and Darla Moore Foundation to celebrate the Snow’s Island Assemblage- a 
7,600-acre land protection project in Florence County. 

Located at the confluence of the scenic Lynches and Great Pee Dee Rivers, the 
newly protected land includes both the expansive 5,000-acre Snow’s Island and an 
adjacent 2,600 acre timber tract (River Forks), both acquired by OSI earlier in 2024. 
Together, the two properties comprise the 7,600 acre “Snow’s Island Assemblage” 
and represent the largest conservation project in Florence County history.   

“We are prioritizing conservation in South Carolina,” said S.C. Governor Henry 
McMaster. “The protection of Snow’s Island Assemblage protects historic land, 
wildlife, and miles of riverfront for the enjoyment of generations to come. I am 
proud of our state and this partnership, which has come together to protect one of 
our state’s greatest natural assets.” 
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From left to right: Ben Duncan (SC Office of Resilience), 
Robert Boyles (SC Dept. of Natural Resources), Raleigh 
West (SC Conservation Bank), Governor Henry McMaster, 
Darla Moore, Dr. Maria Whitehead (Open Space Institute), 
Jerry Yarborough (Florence County Council), Tom Sarno 
(Manulife), David Kimbrough (Manulife). 
 

  

Ms. Darla Moore & Governor Henry McMaster 
 

 

 

 

 

As a future SCDNR Heritage Preserve and Wildlife Management Area, the vast 
landscape will be opened to the public, providing opportunities to explore the 
remote swamps known to be Revolutionary War General Francis Marion’s famous 
hideout. 

Snow’s Island Assemblage is as important ecologically as it is historically. The 
Assemblage boasts more than 60 miles of frontage along the Lynches and Pee Dee 
Rivers and a diverse array of habitats including intact bottomland hardwoods, 
upland pines and floodplains. “Protecting the Assemblage also protects 
surrounding communities,” stated Ben Duncan, Chief Resilience Officer Ben 
Duncan. “As storms grow stronger and more frequent, largely low-lying and 
forested properties like these absorb water and shield nearby areas from flood 
impacts. SCOR is proud to be a funding partner in this successful effort.” 

The properties were previously owned by Manulife Investment Management (who 
acquired Snow’s Island from Sonoco), and Weyerhaeuser. Throughout this 
conservation initiative, we appreciated Manulife's cooperative approach and 
appreciate their thoughtful gifts of a framed photo taken on the property for each 
project partner at the ceremony. 

Read more in the press release. 

  
 

Community Engagement Across the State 
SCOR is excited to partner with communities across the state to plan and 
coordinate statewide resilience, implement stormwater mitigation projects, and 
educate the public on building resilience. 

 

https://scor.sc.gov/news/2024-12/gov-mcmaster-scs-department-natural-resources-and-office-resilience-florence-county
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Community Action Team Meetings Begin in the Salkehatchie River 
Basin 

SCOR is partnering with S.C. Sea Grant Consortium to begin meeting with 
community action teams in the Salkehatchie River Basin! These teams are helping 
plan for resilience to environmental changes and natural hazards across the area 
by identifying local vulnerabilities and developing flood reduction strategies that 
benefit all communities in the basin. 

These meetings are the start of an initiative to develop a Salkehatchie River Basin 
Watershed Resilience Plan to increase communities’ ability to anticipate, absorb, 
recover, and thrive when presented with environmental change and natural 
hazards. 

Learn more at the S.C. Resilient Coastal Communities Collaborative Program 
webpage: scor.sc.gov/salkehatchie 

Thank you to our partners National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, S.C. Sea Grant 
Consortium, and SC Beach Advocates! 

       

 Resilience 101 Trainings Begin  

https://scor.sc.gov/salkehatchie
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SCOR’s Santee Watershed 
Coordinator, Catherine Min, facilitated 
the first two Resilience 101 trainings 
for the City of Goose Creek and the 
Town of Summerville in late 
November. These seminars provide 
decision-makers with an overview of 
resilience planning at the state, 
regional, and local levels. Please reach 
out if you are interested in bringing 
this training to your community.  

   

Mitigation Public Meetings 

Mitigation team members joined project partners for two public meetings in early 
December. Our project managers were in Wattsville on December 4th and Conway 
on December 9th to discuss stormwater improvement plans with local community 
members. Keep an eye on our social media and Public Engagement calendar to 
stay in the know about future meetings!  

Georgetown County Council Workshop 

  

SCOR leadership were delighted to 
accept an invitation to provide 
Georgetown County Council members 
and the public an overview of our work 
both statewide and specifically in the 
County on December 12th. Among our 
activities are two stormwater 
infrastructure projects, the Georgetown 
County and Williamsburg County 
Hydrologic and Hydraulic Study, 
matching funds for the Town of 
Andrews Local Flood Reduction, and 
the Black River-Weyerhaeuser 
conservation project. 
 

  

  
 

Recognizing the SCOR Team's Achievements 
Certifications 

Three Mitigation team members completed their Post-Construction Best 
Management Practices (BMP) Inspector certifications during the week of 
December 16th. The purpose of the Post-Construction BMP Inspector program is to 
train professionals in methods and strategies for conducting routine and thorough 

https://scor.sc.gov/public-engagement
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inspections of stormwater management practices. Congratulations to Lisa Falta, 
Amy Azarias, and Samantha Brooks! (Pictured left to right) 

 

  

Congratulations to Madeline 
Tebrugge for completing the Certified 
Erosion Prevention and Sediment 
Control Inspector Program! This 
course educates field personnel on 
the proper installation, maintenance 
and inspection of erosion prevention 
and sediment control measures at 
construction sites. 

     

 

 

Our Team in Action—Disaster Case Managers 

SCOR is excited to have an expanding team of Disaster Case Mangers now active 
across the areas impacted by Hurricane Helene. Here are a few photos of the team 
in action at Disaster Recovery Centers and recovery events across the state. 
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Reminders 

Funding Assistance 
Two tools from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
and the American Flood Coalition (AFC) can assist local communities and 
organizations in finding funding for resilience, housing, and more: 

 HUD Funding Navigator 
 Flood Funding Finder 

Additionally, multiple funding sources are available for Voluntary Organizations 
Active in Disaster (VOAD) working in South Carolina: 

 The OneSC Fund provides grants to nonprofits to fund disaster relief, 
recovery and rebuilding assistance programs. Funds may be used for 
general home repair, debris cleanup, food assistance, and more. 

 The CSRA Community Foundation Hurricane Helene Community Crisis 
Fund is accepting grant applications for relief reimbursement, lost revenue, 
increased operating costs, infrastructure needs, and recovery 
programming. 

 The Spartanburg County Foundation Disaster Relief Fund provides grants 
for nonprofit organizations recognized as a 501(c)(3) organization. They 
must be providing relief, recovery, and rebuilding assistance to 
Spartanburg County residents affected by natural or manmade disasters.  

 

 

  

https://www.hudexchange.info/news/funding-navigator-tool/
https://floodcoalition.org/resources/floodfundingfinder/
https://www.yourfoundation.org/one-sc.fund/
https://www.cfcsra.org/nonprofits/grant-opportunities/other-grant-opportunities/
https://spcf.org/impact/disaster/
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 Program Updates 

Disaster Recovery (HUD CDBG-DR) 
 

 

 

 

 3,459
 

  total homes complete 
(across all 3 HUD CDBG-DR programs) 
 

 

  

 

  

2015 Flood 
Total award: $126 million 
100% complete 
1,829 homes complete 

 

  

  

2016 Hurricane Matthew 
Total award: $95 million 
100% complete 
1,142 homes complete 

 

  

  

2018 Hurricane Florence 
Total award: $72 million 
100% complete 
488 homes complete 

 

  

Mitigation (HUD CDBG-MIT) 
 

 

 

 

 

   

  

The Mitigation program currently has 61 active HUD 
CDBG-MIT projects across 17 counties that suffered 
previous hurricane disaster impacts. Detailed information 
on active projects can be found on the Mitigation 
projects page. 
 

 

  

 

Infrastructure 

27 

projects 
 

  

Buyouts 

6 

project locations 
 

  

Plans & Studies 

21 

projects 
 

  

Matching Grants 

8 

projects 
 

 

 

 

 ARPA Stormwater Infrastructure Program (ASIP) 
 

 
  

https://scor.sc.gov/mitigation-projects
https://scor.sc.gov/mitigation-projects
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  17 

projects 
 

  

Under SCOR's ARPA Stormwater Infrastructure 
Program, funding was awarded for projects that will 
lessen the impact of flooding. A total of 17 projects 
were awarded statewide. Learn more 
 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of the South Carolina Office of Resilience, we would like to wish you a 
safe holiday season and happy new year! Since Hope transitioned to her Strategic 
Communications Director role and Kevin joined the team as a Public Information 
Coordinator over the summer, it's been a pleasure to keep you up to speed on 
everything going on at the office—and across the state. SCOR is gearing up for a 
rigorous disaster recovery effort in the new year while continuing our resilience 
planning and mitigation programs; we are excited to continue updating you on our 
efforts to serve the citizens of South Carolina! - Hope Warren & Kevin O'Dell 
 

 

     

 

 

 

 Hope.Warren@scor.sc.gov 
 

  Kevin.ODell@scor.sc.gov 
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