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Colleges and universities use tests such as the ACT or the SAT, along with other
information, to make admissions decisions. This report reviews the results of the ACT
Assessment for South Carolina and for the nation for 2005.

The ACT includes four tests that measure academic achievement in the areas of
English, mathematics, reading, and science reasoning. Each requires between 35 and
60 minutes for a total testing time of 2 hours, 55 minutes. Results are reported for all
four tests and for a composite score. The score scale for each ACT subject area, as
well as the composite score, is from 1 to 36.

The average composite score of the 1,186,251 students in the nation who
graduated in 2005 and had taken the ACT during their sophomore, junior, or senior
years was 20.9. In South Carolina, the average composite score of the 13,867 students
who graduated in 2005 and had taken the ACT during their sophomore, junior, or senior
years was 19.4. In South Carolina 535 more scores were reported for ACT test-takers
than in the previous year (13,867 in 2005 and 13,332 in 2004). The number of ACT test-
takers in the nation increased by 14, 791 from the previous year (1,186,251 in 2005 and
1,171,460 in 2004).

Scores in South Carolina generally remain below the benchmark scores that,
according to ACT, Inc.'s "National Score Report" for 2005, indicate adequate
preparation for typical college courses. According to that report, the typical cut-off
scores indicating that a student has at least a 50 percent chance of obtaining a “B” in
such college courses are 18 for English composition, 24 for college biology, 22 for
college algebra, and 21 for reading in college social sciences courses. ACT reports that,
among South Carolina (SC) test-takers, 57 percent scored 18 in English; 16 percent
scored 24 in science; 28 percent scored 22 in math; and 40 percent scored 21 in
reading. Students who do not meet the college-ready benchmark scores above “are
less likely to stay in school and earn their degrees,” according to ACT’s “National Score
Report.”

The table below gives average scores for South Carolina and the nation by
subject area and by composite. South Carolina's average composite score for 2005 was
19.4, a tenth of a point higher than the previous year’'s composite score.

ACT Average Scores for Subject Area and Composite
South Carolina and the Nation

2005
Reference Number of Science
Group Students English | Math | Reading Reasoning Composite
SC 13,867 18.8 | 19.3 19.6 19.3 19.4
Nation 1,186,251 20.4 | 20.7 21.3 20.9 20.9




The graph below presents a 2005 ACT score comparison for the nation and for

South Carolina by subject area and composite score:
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Five-year trend data, beginning with 2000-01, for South Carolina and the nation
are presented below:

ACT Average Scores for Subject Area and Composite
South Carolina and the Nation
2000-01 to 2004-05

SOUTH CAROLINA:

Year Number English Math Reading Science | Composite
2000-01 10,797 18.8 19.3 19.5 19.2 19.3
2001-02 11,978 18.8 19.1 19.3 19.2 19.2
2002-03 13,359 18.7 19.0 19.4 19.2 19.2
2003-04 13,332 18.8 19.1 19.4 19.3 19.3
2004-05 13,867 18.8 19.3 19.6 19.3 19.4
NATION:

Year Number English Math Reading Science | Composite
2000-01 1,069,772 20.5 20.7 21.3 21.0 21.0
2001-02 1,116,082 20.2 20.6 21.1 20.8 20.8
2002-03 1,175,059 20.3 20.6 21.2 20.8 20.8
2003-04 1,171,460 20.4 20.7 21.3 20.9 20.9
2004-05 1,186,251 20.4 20.7 21.3 20.9 20.9




The table below presents 2005 ACT data by gender. In South Carolina, for
composite scores, females scored higher than males, while the reverse was true for the
nation. In both South Carolina and the nation, female students scored higher on English
and reading, and male students scored higher on math and science reasoning.

ACT Average Scores for Subject Area and Composite by Gender
South Carolina and the Nation

2005
SOUTH CAROLINA:
Gender Number English Math Reading Science Composite
Males *5,335 18.1 19.7 19.2 19.6 19.3
Females *8,412 19.3 19.0 19.9 19.1 19.5

*These totals will not add up to the number of students who took the ACT in South
Carolina because not all of those students reported a gender.

NATION:

Gender Number English Math Reading Science Composite
Males 515,398 20.0 21.3 21.0 214 21.1
Females 660,870 20.8 20.2 215 20.5 20.9

The table below presents 2005 ACT data by ethnicity/race for South Carolina and
the nation. For all tests and the composite, the average scores for white students were
higher than those for African American students. For the nation, scores of African
American students fell in each subject area and the composite by a tenth of a point,
while, for South Carolina, scores of African American students remained at prior-year
levels.

ACT Average Scores for Subject Area and Composite by Ethnicity/Race
South Carolina and the Nation

2005
SOUTH CAROLINA:
Ethnicity Number | English | Math | Reading | Science | Composite
African American *5,080 154 16.7 16.3 16.9 16.5
White *7,472 21.1 20.9 21.7 20.9 21.3

*These totals will not add up to the number of students who took the ACT in South
Carolina because not all of those students reported a race/ethnicity.

NATION:

Ethnicity Number | English | Math | Reading | Science | Composite
African American 138,964 16.2 16.8 17.0 17.3 17.0
White 781,581 21.5 21.5 22.3 21.7 21.9




ACT reports average scores for students taking the "core or more" and taking
"less than core.” ACT defines this coursework in the “ACT High School Profile Report”
for 2005 as follows:

Core or More

A core or more program is defined as a typical college preparatory program including
the following:

eEnglish: four years or more with one year of credit each for English 9, English 10,
English 11, English 12;

eMathematics: three years or more with one year of credit each for Algebra I, Algebra
II, and Geometry and one-half year of credit each for Trigonometry, Calculus (not Pre-
Calculus), other math courses beyond Algebra 1l, and Computer Math/Computer
Science;

eSocial Sciences: three years or more with one year of credit each for American
History, World History, and American Government and one-half year of credit each for
Economics, Geography, Psychology, and other history; and

eNatural Sciences: three years or more with one year of credit each for General/
Physical/Earth Science, Biology, Chemistry, and Physics.

Less than Core

A less-than-core program refers to any high school program consisting of fewer courses
than those included in "core or more."

The average ACT scores in English, mathematics, reading, science reasoning,
and the composite for 2005 students who completed or planned to complete a core
curriculum (“Core or More”) and for those who did not (“Less than Core”) are shown for
South Carolina and the nation and for South Carolina by ethnicity in the following two
tables. Students who completed or planned to complete core coursework had higher
average scores than students who did not, and white students had higher average
scores than African American students. White students who did not complete or plan to
complete core coursework had higher average scores than African American students
who did complete or plan to complete core coursework. (Scores are not reported for
"Other" ethnic groups because ACT, Inc. does not report scores for groups in which
there are fewer than 100 total graduates.) "E" is English, "M" is Mathematics, "R" is
Reading, "SR" is Science Reasoning, and "C" is Composite.

ACT Average Scores for Subject Area and Composite, Core/Less than Core



South Carolina and the Nation

2005
GROUP Core or More Less than Core
E M R SR C E M R SR C
SC 194 | 19.7 | 20.1 | 19.7 | 198 | 174 | 18.2 | 184 | 184 | 18.2
Nation 216 | 21.7 | 222 | 21.7 | 219 | 188 | 19.1 | 198 | 196 | 195

ACT Average Scores for Subject Area and Composite
Core/Less than Core by Ethnicity
South Carolina
2005

SC Core or More Less than Core

E M R SR C E M R SR C

African American 171 | 174 | 177|179 | 17.7 | 150 | 16.0 | 16.1 | 196 | 16.1

White 226 | 224 | 232 | 2251228199199 | 208 | 205|204

The links below are to files which provide the average ACT subject and
composite scores for 2005, along with numbers tested, for each South Carolina district
and school.

2005 ACT scores by district (Excel File) ACT05bydist.xls
2005 ACT scores by school (Excel File) ACTO05byschl.xls

District and school data in this report were provided by ACT, Inc. on August 11,
2005. Any additions or revisions to or deletions from their data files after that date are
not reflected in this report. State data in this report were provided by ACT, Inc. on
August 10, 2005. Any additions or revisions to or deletions from their data files after that
date are not reflected in this report. No score data are reported for schools with fewer
than five test-takers.

(For guestions about this report, please contact Bunny Mack, Office of Research,
State Department of Education, 803-734-8573, or bmack@sde.state.sc.us.)



http://ed.sc.gov/agency/offices/research/documents/ACT05bydist.xls
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/offices/research/documents/ACT05byschl.xls

ACT 2005 Results for South Carolina School

Districts

2005 2005 2005 2005 2005 2005

District Name Number Tested English Math Read Science Composite

ABBEVILLE 86 15.9 184 17.2 17.9 175
AIKEN 320 19.5 20.3 20.2 20.1 20.1
ALLENDALE 5 20.2 17.8 18.4 16.8 18.4
ANDERSON 1 139 21.2 215 22.5 20.9 21.6
ANDERSON 2 62 19.7 20.5 20 20.9 20.4
ANDERSON 3 16 19.9 20.4 20.3 18.8 20
ANDERSON 4 42 18.7 18.8 19 18.7 18.9
ANDERSON 5 255 18.8 20.1 19.9 19.8 19.8
BAMBERG 1 58 16.8 18.5 17 18.4 17.8
BAMBERG 2 39 14 15.3 15 16.2 15.3
BARNWELL 19 15 16.1 18.2 18.9 17.9 17.9
BARNWELL 29 5 15.8 17 16.2 18.2 17
BARNWELL 45 66 20.2 19.2 20.7 19.8 20.1
BEAUFORT 238 19.6 20 20.9 20.1 20.2
BERKELEY 430 175 18.4 184 18.5 184
CALHOUN 23 15.6 16.6 16.7 16.7 16.5
CHARLESTON 636 18.3 18.7 19 19.2 18.9
CHEROKEE 147 17.5 18.1 18.2 18.6 18.2
CHESTER 122 17.3 17.7 17.7 17.9 17.8
CHESTERFIELD 167 16.6 18 17.7 18.2 17.7
CLARENDON 1 11 174 17.2 16.8 17.3 17.3
CLARENDON 2 114 17.2 17.8 17.9 18.6 18
CLARENDON 3 8 20.5 195 20.4 19.8 20.3
COLLETON 62 16.3 16.7 17.5 17.4 17.1
DARLINGTON 151 16.1 17.7 17.2 17.3 17.2
DILLON 1 13 15 16.9 14.8 15.6 15.8
DILLON 2 53 16.6 17.2 17.2 16.8 171
DILLON 3 23 17.9 18.7 18.9 18.8 18.7
DORCHESTER 4 40 16.1 17.1 16.5 18 17
DORCHESTER 2 266 20.9 20.5 215 20.6 21
EDGEFIELD 95 19.1 19.3 19.8 19.1 194
FAIRFIELD 65 13.6 15.8 16.3 15.7 15.6
FLORENCE 1 141 18.8 19 19.9 19.6 19.5
FLORENCE 2 28 15.9 18.4 17.3 175 174
FLORENCE 3 93 15.2 16.6 16.8 16.9 16.5
FLORENCE 4 21 11.7 15 14.3 14.7 14.1
FLORENCE 5 22 14.9 16.4 16 16.6 16.1
GEORGETOWN 241 17.8 18.4 18.8 18.5 18.5
GREENVILLE 967 20.3 20.2 21.2 20.4 20.6
GREENWOOD 50 154 18.2 195 19.6 194 19.3
GREENWOOD 51 35 17.9 18.8 19.1 19.2 18.9
GREENWOOD 52 24 16.9 17.7 17 18.3 17.6
HAMPTON 1 61 17.8 17.6 18.6 19 18.4
HAMPTON 2 18 14.2 14.9 13.7 155 14.7
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ACT 2005 Results for South Carolina Public High Schools

Number
District High School Tested English Math Reading Science Composite
ABBEVILLE ABBEVILLE 45 149 189 16.7 17.6 17.2
ABBEVILLE CALHOUN FALLS 21 164 174 174 18.3 17.6
ABBEVILLE DIXIE 20 176 18.2 18.2 18.4 18.2
AIKEN AIKEN 63 21.3 215 21.8 21.1 215
AIKEN MIDLAND VALLEY 54 18.1 188 18.3 19.1 18.7
AIKEN NORTH AUGUSTA 56 19.8 21.3 20.6 20 20.6
AIKEN RIDGE SPRING MONETTA 8 11 164 143 16.4 14.8
AIKEN SILVER BLUFF 58 175 193 18.6 19.1 18.7
AIKEN SOUTH AIKEN 73 216 213 221 21.2 21.7
AIKEN WAGENER-SALLEY 8 171 185 17 19 18.1
ALLENDALE ALLENDALE FAIRFAX 5 20.2 17.8 184 16.8 18.4
ANDERSON 1 PALMETTO 51 19.7 202 21 19.7 20.3
ANDERSON 1 WREN 88 22.1 223 233 21.6 22.5
ANDERSON 2 BELTON-HONEA PATH 62 19.7 205 20 20.9 20.4
ANDERSON 3 CRESCENT 16 199 204 203 18.8 20
ANDERSON 4 PENDLETON 42 18.7 18.8 19 18.7 18.9
ANDERSON 5 T L HANNA 140 19.1 208 20.1 20 20.1
ANDERSON 5 WESTSIDE 115 185 19.3 196 19.6 19.4
BAMBERG 1 BAMBERG-EHRHARDT 58 168 185 17 18.4 17.8
BAMBERG 2 DENMARK-OLAR 39 14 153 15 16.2 15.3
BARNWELL 19 BLACKVILLE-HILDA 15 16.1 18.2 18.9 17.9 17.9
BARNWELL 29 WILLISTON-ELKO 5 158 17 16.2 18.2 17
BARNWELL 45 BARNWELL 66 20.2 19.2 207 19.8 20.1
BEAUFORT BATTERY CREEK 46 164 183 175 175 17.6
BEAUFORT BEAUFORT 70 19.7 194 211 19.7 20.1
BEAUFORT BLUFFTON 31 19.2 20 207 19.5 19.9
BEAUFORT HILTON HEAD 91 214 212 226 21.9 21.8
BERKELEY BERKELEY 74 181 18.3 19.6 19 18.9
BERKELEY CROSS 30 14 165 14.2 15.7 15.2
BERKELEY GOOSE CREEK 90 17.7 183 183 18.5 18.4
BERKELEY HANAHAN 48 17.2 186 175 18.6 18.1
BERKELEY STRATFORD 75 20 202 214 20.5 20.6
BERKELEY TIMBERLAND 113 16.3 179 174 17.6 17.4
CALHOUN CALHOUN 23 156 16.6 16.7 16.7 16.5
CHARLESTON ACADEMIC MAGNET 32 245 24 251 23.7 24.5
CHARLESTON BAPTIST HILL 24 145 152 153 17 15.6
CHARLESTON BURKE 10 11.6 137 13 15.4 13.5
CHARLESTON CHARLESTON SCH OF ARTS 35 216 208 224 211 21.6
CHARLESTON CHARLESTOWNE ACADEMY 2
GARRETT ACADEMY OF

CHARLESTON TECHNOLOGY 69 159 16.1 16.6 16.9 16.5
CHARLESTON JAMES ISLAND 99 174 179 185 19.1 18.3
CHARLESTON LINCOLN 6 147 17.8 16.8 15.8 16.3
CHARLESTON NORTH CHARLESTON 76 141 16.2 14.8 16.4 15.5
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19.6
19.9
21.7

213

21.6

21.7
17

211
20.8
20.4
21.7
19.7
20
19.5
19.4
18.9
19.8
19.2
18.3
19
155

191
22.1
17
171
16.6
195
19.8
19.6
21.1
16
18.6
191
16.8
195
18.5
18.5
18.5
18.5
19.8
15.7
20.6
21.3
20.4
20.3
18.8
19.4
191
19.9

20.9
21.4
21.5
17.9

21.2
21.1
20.4
22.5
19.8
20.2
191
19.7
19.1
19.6
18.9
17.6
18.4
14.7

195
22.8
17.6
16.7
16.2
19.5
20.2
195
21.5
15.7
18.6
19.4
16.8
18.9
17.2
18.2
18.2
18.8
19.5
14.6
20.1
21.6
20.5
20.3
18.8
19.9
19.6
20.3

21.2
21.6
22
17.3



MARION 2
MARION 7
MARLBORO
MCRMICK
NEWBERRY
NEWBERRY

NEWBERRY
OCONEE
OCONEE
OCONEE

OCONEE

ORANGEBURG

ORANGEBURG
ORANGEBURG
ORANGEBURG
ORANGEBURG
ORANGEBURG
ORANGEBURG
ORANGEBURG
PICKENS
PICKENS
PICKENS
PICKENS
RICHLAND 1

RICHLAND
RICHLAND
RICHLAND
RICHLAND
RICHLAND
RICHLAND
RICHLAND 2
RICHLAND 2
RICHLAND 2
SALUDA 1
SPARTANBURG
SPARTANBURG
SPARTANBURG
SPARTANBURG
SPARTANBURG
SPARTANBURG
SPARTANBURG
SPARTANBURG
SPARTANBURG
SUMTER 2
SUMTER 2

PR R R R PR

w
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MULLINS
CREEK BRIDGE
MARLBORO
MCCORMICK
MID CAROLINA
NEWBERRY

WHITMIRE COMMUNITY
SCHOOL

SENECA
TAMASSEE-SALEM
WALHALLA SENIOR

WEST-OAK

LAKE MARION HS-ELLOREE
CAMPUS

LAKE MARION HS-HOLLY HILL
CAMPUS

BRANCHVILLE

EDISTO
HUNTER-KINARD-TYLER
BETHUNE-BOWMAN
NORTH

ORANGEBURG WILKINSON
D W DANIEL

EASLEY

LIBERTY

PICKENS

A C FLORA

C A JOHNSON PREPARATORY
ACADEMY

COLUMBIA
DREHER

EAU CLAIRE
LOWER RICHLAND
W J KEENAN
RICHLAND NORTHEAST
RIDGE VIEW
SPRING VALLEY
SALUDA
CHAPMAN
LANDRUM
BOILING SPRINGS
CHESNEE

G D BROOME
WOODRUFF
JAMES F BYRNES
PAUL M DORMAN
SPARTANBURG
CRESTWOOD
LAKEWOOD

12

31
22
41
25
42
59

16
101

53
37

78

32
14
13
30
129
65
64
12
61
103

33
60
66
21
115
80
102
178
117
35
85
49
88
23
38
36
102
202
91
90
91

16
15.7
14.8
15.8
20.1
16.2

17.3
19.9

22.2
21.4

14.4

194
19.3
17.4
15.7
15.9
22.7
21
19.3
23.4
211

17.8
15
16.5
13.9
16.7
18
19.7
18.4
21.8
18.9
19.5
19
19.3
19.6
17.9
17.6
19.8
20.2
18.5
17
15.9

16.5
16.8
16.6
171
18.8
16.3

171
20.2

21.7
19.7

15.9

19.3
19.9
18.2
16.6
17.3
22.3
20.9
20.6
22
20.6

17.3
16.8
18
15.2
17
17.7
19.7
19.5
22.2
17.2
20.4
19.7
19.6
19.2
18.9
19.9
19.8
19.8
19.7
16.8
171

17.5
16.6
17.5
16.3
21.2
16.7

18.8
20.7

23.1
22.4

151

20.8
17.4
16
16.9
16
23.4
21.5
20.3
24
21.9

17.6
16.1
18.5
14.3
17.2
191
20.5
18.7
22.5
18.8
20.6
20
19.9
19.7
18.9
18.9
20.1
20.6
20
18
16.5

171
17.3
17
16.5
19.6
16.8

18.7
19.8

22.4
20.9

15.9

195
18.2
17.3
17.1
171
22.8
21
21.1
21.8
20.4

18.1
16.5
18.3
15.7
17.4
18.3
19.9
19.5
22.1
18.5
20.1
19.2
191
18.9
19.1
19.8
19.7
20.2
19
17.6
17.9

16.9
16.8
16.6
16.6
20.1
16.6

18.1
20.2

22.5
21.3

15.4

19.8
18.9
17.4
16.6
16.7
22.9
21.3
20.4
22.9
211

17.8
16.2
18
15
17.2
18.4
20.1
19.2
22.2
18.4
20.2
19.6
19.6
195
18.7
19.2
20
20.3
19.4
17.5
17



SUMTER 17
UNION

UNION

UNION
WILLIAMSBURG
WILLIAMSBURG
WILLIAMSBURG
YORK 1

YORK 2

YORK 3

YORK 3

YORK 4

GOVERNOR'S SCHOOL

GOVERNOR'S SCHOOL

SUMTER

JONESVILLE

LOCKHART

UNION COMPREHENSIVE
C E MURRAY
HEMINGWAY
KINGSTREE SENIOR
YORK COMPREHENSIVE
CLOVER
NORTHWESTERN

YORK

FORT MILL

GOVERNOR'S SCHOOL/ARTS &
HUMANITIES

GOVERNOR'S
SCHOOL/SCIENCE & MATH

13

183
11
12
55

49
16
62
25
133
127
61

51

16

17.9
145
18.8
16.7
23
14.3
17.3
17.3
20.8
20.5
17.9
20.3

25

29.6

17.9
155
18.5
17.6
19.8
16.1
16.9
18.2
21.7
20.3
18.6
215

21.3

28.7

18.7
15.2
16.8
17.3
17.8
15.6
17.9
17.9
21.8
21.3
18.1
21

26.1

28.3

18.8
145
17.2
175
19.2
16.8
17.7
18.5
213
20.5
18.5
21.1

22.7

27.3

184
151
18
17.4
20
15.8
17.7
18.1
21.6
20.8
18.4
21.1

23.9

28.4
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