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The Question of a Lifetime

The Rearview Mirror
    Class of 2013, remember the lessons learned 
here. Very soon, you will be joining the growing ranks 
of Governor’s School alumni. As you enter this new 
stage and prepare to move on to new places and 
new challenges, please remember that you will for-
ever be a part of our Governor’s School community. 
Thank you for sharing your talents and dreams with 
us. We look forward to 
continuing to celebrate 
your achievements as 
alumni of our commu-
nity in the many years to 
come. After all, “once a 
Govie, always a Govie.”

Congratulations and 
best wishes always! 

The Class of 2013 confronted the word "why" with 
great regularity during their time with us. The Hu-
manities program asked "Why do we do what 
we do?" and "Why does that character make 
that choice?" "Why did you select that book or 
color?" or "Why did the chemical react in that 
way?"
    "Why" is the foundational word for all of us 
in the arts. If we are to be successful in the arts, 
or really in any of life's pursuits, we need to al-
ways search for the answers to "why." Without this 
curiosity, we allow the world to go by, while we 
stand idle. I hope that a desire to seek answers 
has become a part of the everyday life of our 
students—we need to be active participants.
    "Why" encourages artists to look for new 
approaches, to experiment, and to continually 
evolve and develop. The excitement of discov-
ering a different or unique idea suddenly brings a 
renewed commitment to our work. This discovery 
opens the door to more opportunities and better 
ideas. It strengthens our commitment to making 
a difference, whether in our art or in some other 
manner.

Graduation brings our minds to both a reflec-
tion on times past and an anticipation of a fu-
ture yet to be determined, and our Celebration 
of Achievement program is very much in keep-
ing with this mixing of past and future. The pages 
of this program recall so many of the incredible 
achievements and accolades of this graduat-
ing class, while our faculty reflect upon some of 
the defining moments of the Class of 2013 during 
the course of the ceremony. Yet we do not dwell 
long in the past. There is a future waiting out 
there with your name on it, and you are ready to 
make that future.
    I heard someone once say that “You cannot 
drive by the rear view mirror,” and that is true. 
But you cannot drive very well without one, ei-
ther. Knowing where you have been helps you 
get where you want to go. Soon, the South Caro-
lina Governor’s School for the Arts and Humani-
ties will be in your rear view mirror. That does not 
mean, however, that you leave us behind forev-
er. It means simply that we have had a hand in 
getting you started on your journey forward. 

    I am confident with 
the talent and intellect 
of the Class of 2013 that 
they will make a differ-
ence. Their curiosity and 
training will drive them 
to discover how to use 
their talent in a manner 
that enhances their ca-
reers and serves their fel-
low citizens. If "why" is al-
ways an important word 
in their vocabulary, they 
will accomplish great 
things. 
    To all of the members 
of the Class of 2013: On 
behalf of my colleagues, I 
offer my congratulations on 
your success and thank you for sharing your time with 
us. We are proud of you! We hope you will remember 
your days on this campus with fondness and pride. 
My very best wishes.

Dr. Bruce R. Halverson
President

Julie Allen
Dean
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The Call from Five Mystical Songs		  Ralph Vaughan Williams
				    (1872-1958)
	 Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 	
	 Such a Way, as gives us breath:
	 Such a Truth, as ends all strife: 
	 Such a Life, as killeth death.

	 Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 
	 Such a Light, as shows a feast:
	 Such a Feast, as mends in length: 	
	 Such a Strength, as makes his guest.

	 Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 
	 Such a Joy, as none can move:
	 Such a Love, as none can part: 	
	 Such a Heart, as joys in love.

			   Thomas Dickinson, baritone
			   Stephen Taylor, piano

Welcome		  Bruce R. Halverson, President

Presentation of Senior Class Gift		 Nandita Karambelkar, Senior Class President
				    Hunter Burgess, Senior Class Vice President

			   Reflections, Recognitions and Awards

Remarks
				    Jeffrey Lamb		
		

Reflections from the Arts Departments and Presentation of Cords

	 Creative Writing		  Scott Gould
	 Dance		  Josée Garant
	 Drama		  Daniel Murray
	 Music		  David Hamilton
	 Visual Arts		  Joseph Thompson

Remarks			   Julie Allen
Dean and Vice President of Arts and Academics

Menuet antique		  Maurice Ravel		
				    (1875-1937)

			   Stephen Taylor, piano

celebrationprogram
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Kaitlyn Andrée Alford, Sewanee: The University 

    of the South

Kaleb Brooks Allen, Coastal Carolina University

Mary-Elise Anderson, Winthrop University

Mitchem Douglas Anderson, Marine Corps Band

Samuel Louis Anderson, Vanderbilt University

Bryashia Michelle Atchison-Henderson, Case Western

    Reserve University

Lydia Wallace Barrett, University of Massachusetts

Andrew Robert Blanke, Eastman School of Music

Megan Christine Branham, USC-Columbia

Sierra Mae Brown-Faust, Kansas City Art Institute

Jeffery Hunter Burgess, Clemson University

Clara Alice Burroughs, University of Alabama

Amanda Rose Burth, Furman University

Jacob Thomas Canepa, Maryland Institute of Art

Hagan Maree Capnerhurst, Furman University

Lois Eloise Carlisle, USC-Columbia

Julia Luisa Pacheco Cole, Cornell University

Willie Lem Coleman III, Clemson University

Allison Rose Cooke, Presbyterian College

Sarah Marie Cooke, Furman University

Cassidy Elise Crolley, USC-Columbia

Elizabeth Charlene Cureton, UNC School of the Arts

Lawrence Chrishawn Darby, UNC-Greensboro

Anthony Joseph DeSantis, American University

Emma Elisa Dingler, College of Charleston

Deirdre Alston Dishman, University of Arizona

Anna Kristyn Dyches, Clemson University

Davis Ray Dykes, USC-Columbia

Adam Mitchel Edwards, United States Marines

Tiffany Amelia Farr, Florida State University

Richard Louis Fiorillo, Jr., USC-Columbia

Brian Jacob Fowler, Eastman School of Music

Dalton Rayce Fowler, Southern Methodist University

Randy Lee Fultz, Jr., Eastman School of Music

Grayson Robert Garrick, USC-Columbia

Reece Kelley Graham, Southern Methodist University

Nandi Tatyana Harrison, Kansas City Art Institute

Audra Brooke Hawisher, USC-Columbia

Katherine Anne Heaton, Columbia Classical Ballet

Alexandria Ariail Hendricks, University of Utah

Joseph Michael Herbst, Michigan State University

Charlotte Mary Hitz, Cleveland Institute of Art

Julia Elizabeth Hogan, USC Honors College

Brandon Lee Hooven, Lander University/Trident

    Technical College

Dayshun Jahmil Jeter, USC-Columbia

Tara Leigh Jordan, Furman University

Nandita Narendra Karambelkar, USC Columbia

Lillian Kristina Keith, Furman University

Jonathan Pierce Kierspe, Furman University

Clayton Andrew Kipling, Shawnee State University

Emily Amanda Knott, Princeton University

Jozita Ann Konczal, College of Charleston

Mason Scott Lambert, Furman University

Marissa Nicole Lauyans, USC-Columbia

Dana Marie Leal, Berklee College of Music

Class of 2013

Destinations...
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William Gordon Ledbetter, University of Alabama

Victoria Chambrelyn Lindley, Lander University

Katelynn Jayne Lowe, USC-Columbia

Kelsey Hughes Lynch, Appalachian State University

Dylan Ross Magruder, College of Charleston

Alice Guerra Marcondes, Fordham University

Julia Claire Marks, College of Charleston

Terrell Tyrone McCaskill, Anderson University

Selene Desireè Means, Rhode Island School of

    Art and Design

Caroline Grace Merritt, USC-Columbia

Jordan Alexander Merritt Messer, Winthrop University

Allison Hannah Mieszek, Salem College

Mariah Nicole Milosovich, Rock School for 

    Dance Education

Mary Katherine Moore, Anderson University

Stephen Kristopher Nakagawa, Ballet West

Jeager Austin Newman, Winthrop University

Cina Leigh Noel, Undecided

Julia Kathryn Opuszko, USC-Upstate

Kristina Nicole Osborn, Univesity of Alabama

Albert Reid Owens, Cleveland Institute of Art

David Lesesne Owens, Art Institute of Chicago

Samantha Leah Renee Perry, Winthrop University

David Holbrook Platts, University of North Florida

William Spenser Pollard, Carnegie Mellon University

Lydia Ruth Porter, Furman University

Laura Caroline Rashley, College of Charleston

Thomas Boyd Richardson, Jr., Wofford College

Xavier Reginald Rivera, Regent University

Harris Reel Robertson, USC-Columbia

Mary Katherine Russell, Furman University

Leigh Ellen Sabisch, College of Charleston

Keelin Casey Sanz, Coastal Carolina University

Robbert Augustinus Johannes Schmit, Michigan State 

    University

Sarah Michelle Schweitzer, University of Minnesota

Ayana Nneka Smith, Susquehanna University

Raleigh Melvin Smith, Vassar College

Jordan Ann Sommer, Winthrop University

David Arthur Sparace, Virginia Commonwealth University

Kara Shannon Stem, Clemson University

Luke Valentine Stempniak, USC-Columbia

Julia Rae Stewart, Furman University

Soo-Jin Sung, Furman University

Rachel Danielle Taylor, Francis Marion University

Shekinah Enitan Thompson-Gbolagunte, Dominican

    University of California

Travasia LaVarn Tolbert, USC-Columbia

Eleeza Mei Tourigny, Maryland Institute College of Art

Tevfik Bayram Vatansever, USC-Columbia

Abbey Marie Vidal, Winthrop University

Phoebe Helen Vint, Francis Marion University

Keondra Alta La'Quan Walker, Coastal Carolina University

Aaron Mitchell Ward, Winthrop University

Olivia Rose Wilusz, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities

Jeremy Patrick Wu, USC-Columbia

Anson Mills Zwingleberg, The Juilliard School

Class of 2013

Destinations...
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U.S. Presidential Scholars 
in the Arts
  Laura Caroline Rashley

National Merit Finalists 2013
  Brian James Joye
  Emily Amanda Knott

2014 National Merit Program
Recognized Students
  Eric Augustus Berg
  Samuel Benjamin Breazeale
  Ian Redmon Burnette
  Bremond Nicole Byrd
  Julia Kathleen Crytser
  Louis Holland DeFelice
  Iain Albert Epsey
  Jennifer Meagan Hill
  Jerry Frank Sherrill III
  Dean Richard Tierney

College Board Scholars Awards
  AP Scholar with Distinction
    Sarah Marie Cooke

  AP Scholars with Honor
    Amanda Rose Burth
    Eleeza Mei Tourigny

  AP Scholars
    Kaleb Brooks Allen
    Lydia Wallace Barrett
    Hagan Maree Capnerhurst
    Anthony Joseph DeSantis
    Grayson Robert Garrick
    Joseph Michael Herbst
    Julia Elizabeth Hogan
    Dayshun Jahmil Jeter
    Tara Leigh Jordan
    Emily Amanda Knott
    William Gordon Ledbetter
    Albert Reid Owens
    David Lesesne Owens
    Keelin Casey Sanz
    Jordan Ann Sommer
    Kara Shannon Stem
    Julia Rae Stewart

Perfect SAT Score of 800 
in Critical Reading	
  Julia Elizabeth Hogan
  Emily Amanda Knott

Perfect ACT English Score of 36
  Julia Claire Marks
  Olivia Rose Wilusz

Perfect ACT Reading Score of 36
  Luke Valentine Stempniak

Academic Achievement 
Award Recipients 2013
  Kaitlyn Andrée Alford
  Amanda Rose Burth 
  Hagan Maree Capnerhurst
  Julia Luisa Pacheco Cole
  Sarah Marie Cooke
  Anthony Joseph DeSantis
  Anna Kristyn Dyches
  Richard Louis Fiorillo, Jr.
  Dalton Rayce Fowler
  Joseph Michael Herbst
  Julia Elizabeth Hogan
  Brian James Joye
  Nandita Narendra Karambelkar
  Emily Amanda Knott
  William Gordon Ledbetter
  Alice Guerra Marcondes
  Julia Claire Marks
  Caroline Grtace Merritt
  Cina Leigh Noel
  Thomas Boyd Richardson, Jr.
  Robbert Augustinus Schmit
  Raleigh Melvin Smith
  Jordan Ann Sommer
  Kara Shannon Stem
  Luke Valentine Stempniak
  Eleeza Mei Tourigny
  Olivia Rose Wilusz
 
Palmetto Fellows 
Scholarship Recipients 2013
  Kaleb Brooks Allen
  Andrew Robert Blanke
  Hagan Maree Capnerhurst
  Julia Luisa Pacheco Cole
  Allison Rose Cooke
  Sarah Marie Cooke
  Anthony Joseph DeSantis
  Deirdre Alston Dishman
  Anna Kristyn Dyches
  Dalton Rayce Fowler
  Randy Lee Fultz, Jr.
  Joseph Michael Herbst
  Julia Elizabeth Hogan
  Tara Leigh Jordan
  Brian James Joye
  Nandita Narendra Karambelkar
  Emily Amanda Knott
  Mason Scott Lambert
  Marissa Nicole Lauyans
  William Gordon Ledbetter
  Julia Claire Marks

academics
  Caroline Grace Merritt
  Cina Leigh Noel
  Robbert Augustinus Schmit
  Raleigh Melvin Smith
  Jordan Ann Sommer
  Kara Shannon Stem
  Luke Valentine Stempniak
  Eleeza Mei Tourigny
  Olivia Rose Wilusz
   
Junior Marshals 2013
  Eric Augustus Berg, Head Marshall
  Ian Redmon Burnette
  Brianna Bustamante
  Bremond Nicole Byrd
  Bethany Elise Fincher
  Jennifer Meagan Hill, Head Marshall
  Tori Anna Lusik
  Hassiem Hilal Rami Muhammad
  Daniel Nicholas Schrantz
  Jerry Frank Sherrill III

Palmetto Girls State Delegates 
Summer 2013 
  Savannah Analiese Campo 
  Clara Ann Marzolf
  Chelsea Fox Regoni
  Brooke Nicole Sill

Palmetto Boys State Delegate 
Summer 2013
  Daniel Nicholas Schrantz
  Jerry Frank Sherrill III
  Christopher Edward Wilkins

Perfect Attendance for 12 Years
  Dalton Rayce Fowler

Anderson University Wells Scholars
  Joseph Michael Herbst
  Caroline Grace Merritt

Berea College Carter G. Woodson
Legacy Award
  Albert Payton Johnson

College of Charleston Scholars
  Bremond Nicole Byrd
  Sierra Alexandria Cribb
  Savannah Grace Hood

Converse College Book 
Junior Scholars
  Savannah Analiese Campo
  Grace Louise Fanning
  Marie Allison Hoover
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  Lisa Doné Louw
  Clara Ann Marzolf 

Columbia College Scholars
  Julia Kathleen Cryster
  Rachel Medlin Evans
  Mary McCarley McSharry
  Tiffany Shuting Wei

Columbia College 
Leadership Institute Recipient
  Amber Leshea Oglesby

Furman University Scholars
  Louis Holland DeFelice
  Iain Albert Espey
  Bethany Elise Fincher
  Caroline Ruth Hamilton
  Karlyn Ivy Blaze Hubnell
  Mary McCarley McSharry
  Elizabeth Morgan Rhodes
  Emily Cecylia Rzepka

Furman University "Bridges to a 
Brighter Future" Program Award
  Jordan Alexander Merritt Messer
 
Furman University 
Emerging Public Leaders Program, 
Second Place Award
  Nandita Narendra Karambelkar

Furman University Max Heller
Scholar Award
  Mason Scott Lambert

Midlands South Carolina
Scholarship Recipient
  Tiffany Amelia Farr

Newberry College Scholars
  Samuel Eric Farnsworth II
  Casey Jo Fleck
  Rosemary Anne Hall
  Connor Dylan Howard
  Elizabeth Lillian Jenkinson
  Charles Hobbs Johnson
  Courtney Lynn Johnson
  Carson McClure Kerns
  Crystal Mary Storm
  Zackary Philippe Truesdale

Presbyterian College Fellows
  Eric Augustus Berg
  Ian Redmon Burnette
  Brianna Bustamante
  Bremond Nicole Byrd
  Bethany Elise Fincher
  Jennifer Meagan Hill
  Tori Anna Lusik
  Hassiem Hilal Rami Muhammad
  Daniel Nicholas Schrantz
  Jerry Frank Sherrill III

Randolph College Book Award
  Valencia Faithe McNeal

Rutgers College Book Award
  Sierra Alexandria Cribb

Salem College Book Award
  Elizabeth Morgan Rhodes

Salem College Music Award
  Allison Hannah Mieszek

Swarthmore College Book Award
  Bremond Nicole Byrd

United States Marine Corps 
2013 Devil Dog Award Recipient
  Adam Mitchel Edwards

University of Alabama Presidential 
Scholarship
  William Gordon Ledbetter

University of Alabama and the 
National Alumni Association Award
  Thomas Boyd Richardson, Jr.

University of Cincinnati Scholarship
  Randy Lee Fultz, Jr.

Watson Brown Scholarship Recipient
  Sarah Marie Cooke

Wellesley College Book Award
  Jackson Marlee Trice

Wofford College Scholars
  Eric Augustus Berg
  Ian Redmon Burnette

  Brianna Bustamante
  Bremond Nicole Byrd
  Bethany Elise Fincher
  Jennifer Meagan Hill
  Tori Anna Lusik
  Hassiem Hilal Rami Muhammad
  Daniel Nicholas Schrantz
  Jerry Frank Sherrill III
 
National History Day
  National Qualifiers:
  Bremond Nicole Byrd
  Madeleine Xi Yuan McEntire
  Hassiem Hilal Rami Muhammad
  Leigh Ellen Sabisch
  Markell Trevor Singleton
  Rachel Danielle Taylor
  State Qualifiers:
  Bremond Nicole Byrd
  Michael JamesEwens
  Grace Louise Fanning
  Casey Jo Fleck
  Hope Olivia Funke
  Elizabeth Marie Gaydos
  Michael Ian Gourdin
  Charles Hobbs Johnson
  Courtney Lynn Johnson
  Madeleine Xiyuan McEntire
  Bailey Elizabeth McFaden
  Hassiem Hilal Rami Muhammad
  Leigh Ellen Sabisch
  Markell Trevor Singleton
  Isara Suntichotinum
  Rachel Danielle Taylor
  Tefvik Bayram Vatansever 
  Andrew Cody Williams

National Honor Society Seniors
  Kaitlyn Andrée Alford
  Kaleb Brooks Allen
  Megan Christine Branham
  Jeffery Hunter Burgess
  Amanda Rose Burth
  Hagan Maree Capnerhurst
  Lois Eloise Carlisle
  Julia Luisa Pacheco Cole
  Willie Lem Coleman III
  Allison Rose Cooke
  Sarah Marie Cooke

Continued on page 18
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Over the course of their careers at the Governor’s School, members of the class of 2013 won sixty-one Region-at-
Large Gold Key Awards and sixteen National Citations from the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, including a $10,000 
portfolio prize, one of seven in the nation. Their class also includes five national finalists in the YoungArts Competition 
(sponsored by the National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts) and a U.S. Presidential Scholar in the Arts—one 
of only twenty in the country. 

	 Kaitlyn Alford
2013	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Short Story 

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Poetry
	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Writing Portfolio

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Personal Essay (5)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Short Story (3)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Poetry (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Short Story
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Personal Essay (2)
YoungArts Competition, Honorable Mention, Creative Nonfiction

2012	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Poetry
Honorable Mention, Nancy Thorp Poetry Prize (Hollins University)

	 Lois Carlisle
2013	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Writing Portfolio 

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Humor (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Short Story
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Poetry
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Personal Essay
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Poetry
YoungArts National Finalist, Poetry

	 U.S. Presidential Scholar in the Arts Finalist
	 Accepted for publication in The Misfit Quarterly
2012	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Flash Fiction

Finalist & Honorable Mention, Nancy Thorp Poetry Prize (Hollins University)
Honorable Mention, Leonard L. Milberg Princeton Poetry Prize
Honorable Mention, Patricia Grodd Poetry Prize

	 Allison Cooke
2013 	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Writing Portfolio

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Poetry (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Short Story (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Personal Essay 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Poetry (3)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Personal Essay (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Short Story
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Humor
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Personal Essay (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Humor
YoungArts, National Finalist, Poetry

2012	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Poetry
	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Keys, Short Story (2)

Finalist, Nancy Thorp Poetry Prize (Hollins University)

creativewriting
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	 Anthony DeSantis
2013 	 Scholastic Writing Awards, National Gold Medal, Writing Portfolio ($10,000) 

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Writing Portfolio 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Short Story
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Personal Essay (3)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Short Story
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Humor
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Flash Fiction (3)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Short Story 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Poetry
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Poetry (3)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Personal Essay (2)
Published in Slate Magazine

2012	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Short Story
3rd Place, Leonard L. Milberg Princeton Poetry Prize

	 Deirdre Dishman
2013 	 Scholastic Writing Awards, National Gold Medal, Short Story (2) 

Scholastic Writing Awards, National Silver Medal, Personal Essay 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Writing Portfolio
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Personal Essay (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Humor
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Short Story (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Poetry (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Personal Essay 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Short Story (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Poetry 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Personal Essay (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Poetry (3) 

2012	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Keys, Flash Fiction, Poetry (2)
	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Short Story

Honorable Mention, Nancy Thorp Poetry Prize (Hollins University)

	 Tiffany Farr
2013 	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Personal Essay 

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Short Story
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Flash Fiction (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Writing Portfolio 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Flash Fiction (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Short Story
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Pers Essay (5)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Poetry (3)
Accepted for publication in Blue Pencil

2012 	 Honorable Mention, Nancy Thorp Poetry Prize (Hollins University)

	 Julia Hogan 
2013 	 Scholastic Writing Awards, National Gold Medal, Personal Essay 

Scholastic Writing Awards, National Gold Medal, Short Story 
Scholastic Writing Awards, National Gold Medal, Poetry 
Scholastic Writing Awards, National Silver Medal, Writing Portfolio 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Writing Portfolio 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Personal Essay (4)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Short Story (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Poetry 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Personal Essay 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Short Story (3)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Flash Fiction
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Poetry (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Short Story
YoungArts, National Finalist, Creative Nonfiction
YoungArts Competition, Honorable Mention, Poetry

Continued on page 14
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The mission of the Dance Department at the South 
Carolina Governor's School for the Arts and Humanities is 
to nurture and maintain a program that is inclusive and 
reflective of a diverse and fluid global ballet community 
with the purpose of developing and educating 
successful, versatile, professional dancers.
    The Dance Department at SCGSAH is a pre-
professional training program that is primarily based 
in classical ballet with an emphasis in modern dance 
technique. The program offers students a systematic 
and diverse curriculum designed to educate and 
prepare students for entry into the post-secondary 
and professional world. The systematic dance-training 
program offered at the SCGSAH has a structure that 
is both physically demanding and rewarding. The 
program aims to be both formal and forward thinking, 
blending traditions with the moving trends of the 21st 
century.
    Through highly competitive collegiate and dance 
company auditions and through the world's largest 
student ballet scholarship competition, the Youth 
America Grand Prix, our dance students have won 
admission and scholarship opportunities from dance 
companies and collegiate programs around the 
country, including:

The Ailey School
American Musical and Dramatic Academy
Ballet West
Bolshoi Academy Exchange Program
Boston Conservatory
Dominican University (LINES Ballet School)
Dutch National Ballet
Florida State University BFA Program
Joffrey Ballet
Houston Ballet
Kirov Academy
Nevada Ballet
North Carolina Dance Theatre
Oklahoma City University BFA Program
Orlando Ballet
Pittsburg Ballet
Point Park University Dance Program
SUNY Purchase BFA Program
University of the Arts, School of Dance
University of South Carolina BFA in Dance

This year, dance students were awarded scholarships for 
both artistic and academic performance. The following 
is a list of the institutions offering dance students schol-
arships or working contracts and the schools or dance 
companies they have chosen to join.

Bryashia Atchison
Ohio State University, University of Miami, Converse 
College, University of South Carolina, Wofford College. 
Attending Case Western Reserve University, double-
majoring in Dance and English.

Cassidy Crolley
Attending the University of South Carolina, majoring in 
Athletic Training.

Elizabeth Cureton
Point Park University. Attending the University of North 
Carolina School of the Arts, majoring in Dance.

Katherine Heaton
University of South Carolina. Joining Columbia Classical 
Ballet.

Victoria Lindley
Clemson University, University of South Carolina, College 
of Charleston. Attending Lander University, majoring in 
Psychology.

Caroline Merritt
Presbyterian College, University of Utah, Oklahoma 
University, Butler University, Brenau University, Oglethorpe 
University. Attending University of South Carolina, 
double-majoring in Dance and Pre-Medical Studies.

Mariah Milosovich
University of South Carolian. Planning to join the Rock 
School for Dance Education in Philadelphia.

Stephen Kristopher Nakagawa
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School at American Ballet 
Theatre, The School of American Ballet. Apprenticeship 
offered at Grand Rapids Ballet, apprenticeship offered 
with Alabama Ballet, and accepted into the trainee 
program with Richmond Ballet. Joining Ballet West.

Julia Opuszko
College of Charleston, Butler University, Winthrop 

dance

Continued on page 18
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drama

In Drama, we are committed to the overall development 
of the individual student. Achievement comes in the form 
of artistic breakthroughs, academic scholarship, and the 
steady, almost imperceptible deepening of the actors’ 
understanding of the art within them. The artist as citizen is 
a central part of our teaching, and we make every effort 
to reach out to our community and share our work. 
    This year, Studio 4 seniors presented two plays with 
rich social and political significance: The Crucible, by Ar-
thur Miller, and Shakespeare's Macbeth. These produc-
tions were offered to our community free of charge, and 
most performances were filled to capacity. We also part-
nered with our Outreach and Recruitment department 
to perform for area middle and high schools in special 
Theatre for Young Audience presentations. These perfor-
mances were followed by talk-back discussions with our 
student actors and the production team.
    In another community effort, the entire Drama De-
partment participated in the Susan Komen Race for the 
Cure 5K for the sixth consecutive year. Our team, The East 
Bumble Tech Fighting Cannolis, was once again one of 
the largest and certainly the loudest in the event, and 
every actor finished the 5k run to combat breast cancer. 
We were a strong part of the Upstate Komen chapter’s 
bar-setting fundraising efforts. 
    In February, nine of our 17 Drama seniors journeyed 
to the Unified Theatre Auditions in Chicago to compete 
for coveted spots in the nation’s finest conservatory and 
university theatre programs. Many were heavily recruited 
by the premier arts colleges in America, with an astound-
ing four being first selections at the highly competitive 
Guthrie Theatre Professional Actor Training Program.
    For the third year in a row a Drama senior was select-
ed as finalist by the National Foundation for Advance-
ment in the Arts as part of their YoungArts competition. 
The competition is the most respected of its kind in Amer-
ica, and out of more than 1500 theatre auditions a mere 
20 are invited to Arts Week in Miami, where they take 
classes from master teachers and compete for scholar-

ships. On the strength of his monologues from Love Song 
and Henry VIII, Raleigh Smith became the fourth Drama 
student to receive this honor, along with Nicole Beharie 
(2003), Jessica Miller (2011, and Wonza Johnson (2012).  
Also in the thick of it was Drama senior Katie Moore, who 
earned an Honorable Mention and $250 in prize money. 
Another senior won the Georgia Shakespeare Festival 
Shakespeare Competition and a four-year full arts schol-
arship to Oglethorpe University. Olivia Wilusz is the third 
Drama student to win this coveted award.

Below are the highlights and arts scholarships earned by 
the 17 students of the 2013 Drama class.

Olivia Wilusz won the Georgia Shakespeare Festival's 
Shakespeare Competition,which included a full arts 
scholarship for four years to Oglethorpe University, a 
study abroad stipend, and an internship at the Georgia 
Shakespeare Festival.

Raleigh Smith was one of 20 finalists chosen out of more 
than 1,500 contestants nationwide in the YoungArts Spo-
ken Theatre Competition.

Katie Moore was a YoungArts Honorable Mention in Spo-
ken Theatre.

Olivia Wilusz, Spenser Pollard, Reece Graham, and Sarah 
Schweitzer were four of the only twenty students nation-
wide to be offered places in the Guthrie Theatre BFA Ac-
tor Training Program.

Spenser Pollard won an artistic merit scholarship to Carn-
egie Mellon University.

Reece Graham, Olivia Wilusz, and Dalton Fowler won arts 
scholarships to Southern Methodist University's Meadows 
School of the Arts Division of Theatre.

Kaleb Allen, Keelin Sanz, Dalton Fowler, Alice Marcondes, 
and Keondra Walker were offered artistic merit scholar-
ships to Coastal Carolina University.

Alex Hendricks was offered an artistic scholarship to the 
University of Utah, where Megan Branham was also ac-
cepted into the Professional Actor Training Program.

Keelin Sanz won an arts scholarship to the University of 
Oklahoma BFA Acting Program.

Alice Marcondes, Reece Graham, and Olivia Wilusz were 
offered artistic scholarships to Fordham.

Katie Moore was offered an arts scholarship to Anderson 
College.
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music
Carolina Youth Symphony Concerto
Competition Winner
  Jake Fowler

National Association of Teachers 
of Singing (NATS) Regional Finalists
  Mary-Elise Anderson
  Lydia Barrett
  Mason Lambert

Music Teachers' National 
Association Competitions (MTNA)
South Carolina Level:
  Brass
  Samuel Anderson, 
    Honorable Mention
  Woodwinds
  Randy Fultz, State Winner
  Joseph Herbst, Second Place
South Eastern Regional Level:
  Woodwinds
  Randy Fultz, Second Place
  Classical Singer Finalist
  Lydia Barrett

Carolina Youth Symphony Senior
Honors Competition
  Amanda Burth
  Lydia Porter

Furman Music Camp Concerto
Competition Winner
  Randy Fultz

MENC All-National Honor Orchestra
  Andrew Blanke

Honor Band of America
  Randy Fultz

All State Band
  Mitchem Anderson
  Samuel Anderson
  Krissy Dyches
  Adam Edwards
  Jake Fowler
  Randy Fultz
  Joseph Herbst
  Tara Jordan
  Lydia Porter
  William Ledbetter

All State Jazz Band
  Mitchem Anderson
  Samuel Anderson
  Lawrence Darby
  Joseph Herbst
  Holbrook Platts

All State Orchestra
  Mitchem Anderson
  Andrew Blanke
  Jake Fowler
  Randy Fultz
  Tara Jordan

All State Choir
  Jake Fowler
  Mason Lambert

Region Band
  Lawrence Darby
  Krissy Dyches
  Audra Hawisher
  Brandon Hooven
  Kristina Obsorn
  Ayana Smith
  Travasia Tolbert

Richland One Honor Band
  Audra Hawisher

Berkeley All-County Band
  Brandon Hooven

Carolina Youth Symphony
  Andrew Blanke
  Amanda Burth
  Sarah Cooke 
  Jake Fowler
  Tara Jordan
  Lydia Porter
  Ayana Smith
  Julia Stewart

Carolina Youth Symphony 
Alexander C. Crouch Award for
Outstanding Senior Service
    Sarah Cooke

Greenville County Young Artist
Orchestra
  Mitchem Anderson
  Samuel Anderson
  Andrew Blanke
  Adam Edwards

University of South Carolina
Summer Conservatory
  Joseph Herbst
  Jonathan Kierspe
  Travasia Tolbert

Jamie Abersold 
Summer Jazz Workshop
  Joseph Herbst

Boston University Tanglewood
Institute Oboe Workshop
  Andrew Blanke

Florida State University
Honors Chamber Winds
  Randy Fultz

Young Artist Vocal Experience at
Furman University Summer 2012
  Mason Lambert

John Mack Oboe Camp
  Andrew Blanke

Oxford Oboe Camp
  Andrew Blanke

Peabody Bassoon Week
  Jake Fowler

Music Club of Greenville
Scholarship Winner
  Tara Jordan
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We participate in several significant competitions 
on a regular basis and our chievements help distin-
guish our program both regionally and nationally. 
These includ The Scholastic Art Awards, a national 
competition with the highest level of participation 
from aroundthe country, and the Greenville Techni-
cal College Annual Upstate High School Art Exhibit 
which showcases high-level student work every year 
from across the region. This year our student works 
have been even more present across South Carolina 
as they have traveled to Florence, Orangeburg, and 
Rock Hill, and we have also been visible at national 
conferences such as the National K12 Ceramic Exhi-
bition. Our students represent the school successfully 
in all of these competitions and exhibitions and we 
are proud of their successes.

Scholastic Art Awards 2013, South Carolina Region
Julia Luisa Pacheco Cole, Design (Metals), Gold Key
Julia Luisa Pacheco Cole, Design (Graphic Design), 
  Gold Key
Emma Elisa Dingler, Design, Gold Key
Emma Elisa Dingler, Sculpture, Silver Key
Emma Elisa Dingler, Jewelry, Honorable Mention
Charlotte Mary Hitz, Sculpture, Honorable Mention
Clayton Andrew Kipling, Design, Gold Key
]Clayton Andrew Kipling, Sculpture, 
  Honorable Mention
Selene Desireè Means, Film & Animation, Gold Key
Jordan Alexander Merritt Messer, Ceramics &
  Glass, Silver Key
Cina Leigh Noel, Design, Gold Key
Albert Reid Owens, Ceramics & Glass, American
  Visions
Leigh Ellen Sabisch, Ceramics & Glass, Silver Key
Rachel Danielle Taylor, Jewelry, Silver Key
Eleeza Mei Tourigny, Printmaking, Gold Key

Scholastic Art Awards 2013, National Level
Charlotte Mary Hitz, Future New 3D Systems Award
Cina Leigh Noel, Design, Gold Medal and Exhibition
  Selection
Albert Reid Owens, Ceramics & Glass, Silver Medal

23rd Annaul Upstate High School Art Competition
Sierra Mae Brown-Faust, Printmaking, Third Place
Julia Luisa Pacheco Cole, Ad Design/Typography,
  First Place
Selene Desireè Means, Photography, Third Place
Albert Reid Owens, Printmaking, Second Place
David Lesesne Owens, Photography, First Place
Aaron Mitchell Ward, 3D/Sculpture, Second Place

16th Annual National K12 Ceramic Exhibition
Albert Reid Owens
  Artistic Merit Award
  Jaren Branfman Memorial Scholarship ($500)

David Lesesne Owens
  Emily C. Specchio Foundation Scholarship ($1,000)

Eleeza Mei Tourigny
  Bailey Pottery Equipment Award ($25)
  Ceramics Monthly Subscription Award

Magic City Survey Exhibition
Rachel Danielle Taylor, Finalist and 
  People's Choice Award

South Carolina Schools Photography Competition
2013 Juried Exhibition
David Lesesne Owens

Claflin University Annual Youth Art Month
Juried Student Exhibition
Selene Desireè Means
Mary Katherine Russell
Eleeza Mei Tourigny
Abbey Marie Vidal

2013 Piccolo Spoleto Rising Stars
Albert Reid Owens
David Lesesne Owens

visualarts

Continued on page 18
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Creative Writing, continued from page 9

	 Julia Hogan (continued)
2013	 U.S. Presidential Scholar in the Arts Finalist
	 Bennington Young Writers Contest, 2nd place, Fiction
2012	 Scholastic Writing Awards, National Silver Medal, Short Story

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Short Story
Honorable Mention & Runner-up, Nancy Thorp Poetry Prize (Hollins University)

	 Brian Joye
2013	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Personal Essay (2)

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Poetry
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Writing Portfolio 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Personal Essay (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Poetry
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Flash Fiction
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Personal Essay 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Poetry
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Humor

2012	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Flash Fiction

	 Nandita Karambelkar
2013	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Writing Portfolio

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Poetry (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Flash Fiction
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Short Story 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Personal Essay (4) 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Flash Fiction
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Poetry
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Personal Essay 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Humor

2012	 Scholastic Writing Awards, National Gold Medal, Poetry 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Poetry
Finalist, Nancy Thorp Poetry Prize (Hollins University)

	 Runner Up, Patricia Grodd Poetry Prize for Young Writers (Kenyon Review)

	 Emily Knott
2013	 Scholastic Writing Awards, National Gold Medal, Personal Essay 

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Writing Portfolio 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Personal Essay 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Poetry (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Personal Essay (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Poetry (2) 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Personal Essay 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Humor 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Short Story 
YoungArts Competition, Honorable Mention, Short Story
Honorable Mention, Leonard L. Milberg Princeton Poetry Prize 

2012	 Scholastic Writing Awards, National Gold Medal, Short Story
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Short Story

	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Poetry
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Poetry

	 Jozie Konczal
2013	 Scholastic Writing Awards, National Gold Medal, Poetry 

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Poetry (2)
	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Writing Portfolio 

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Sliver Key, Poetry (3)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Flash Fiction
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Short Story
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Personal Essay
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Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Poetry (4)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Personal Essay 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Humor (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Short Story (2)
YoungArts Competition, Honorable Mention, Poetry

2012	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Poetry
	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Short Story

Dylan Magruder
	 2013

Scholastic Writing Awards, National Silver Medal, Humor 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Writing Portfolio
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Humor (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Poetry

	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Poetry (3)
	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Personal Essay

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Flash Fiction
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Short Story
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Poetry (3)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Flash Fiction
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Short Story
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Humor
YoungArts Competition, Merit Award, Creative Nonfiction
2012

	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Poetry
	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Short Story

	 Laura Rashley
2013	 Named 2013 U.S. Presidential Scholar in the Arts 

Scholastic Writing Awards, National Silver Medal, Poetry
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Poetry
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Personal Essay 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Writing Portfolio 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Poetry
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Personal Essay 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Humor (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Poetry (2)
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Personal Essay 
YoungArts, National Finalist, Poetry 	

2012	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Short Story
	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Short Story

Honorable Mention, Nancy Thorp Poetry Prize (Hollins University)

	 Soo-Jin Sung
2013	 Scholastic Writing Awards, National Silver Medal, Writing Portfolio 

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Writing Portfolio 
Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Personal Essay (2)

	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Gold Key, Flash Fiction
	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Personal Essay (2) 

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Short Story
	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Silver Key, Flash Fiction
	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Personal Essay	

Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Short Story
YoungArts Competition, Honorable Mention, Short Story

2012	 Scholastic Writing Awards, Region-At-Large Honorable Mention, Poetry 
Honorable Mention, Nancy Thorp Poetry Prize (Hollins University)
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highlights
2012-2013

SCGSAH is a top academic as well as artistic school.
•	 100% of graduates go directly to either higher 

education or a professional arts training program
•	 Newsweek Magazine ranked the school in the top 

1% nationally based on academics. We have been 
ranked in the top 3% for three consecutive years.

The school consistently ranks in South Carolina's top 
three public high schools in SAT scores.
•	 For 2012, the composite SAT score in South Carolina 

was 1431; SCGSAH's score was 1711.
•	 SCGSAH's students scores have increased by 19 

points since 2011 and 2012.

According to a report from the South Carolina 
Department of Education (SCDE), SCGSAH ranks second 
in the state for highest percentage of proficiency in AP 
scores for 2011.

Academic achievements mirror artistic achievements. 
Highlights include:
•	 A Creative Writing student was a US Presidential 

Scholar Semi-Finalist (academic recognition) based 
on her impressive GPA and SAT scores.

•	 Two 2013 National Merit Finalists
•	 Nearly half of the Senior Class were named National 

Honor Society Seniors
•	 Five Girls State Delegates for Summer 2013
•	 Three Boys State Delegates for Summer 2013

Students in every art area are recognized locally, 
regionally, and nationally for their outstanding talent.

Creative Writing
•	 A senior Creative Writer was named a 2013 US 

Presidential Scholar in the Arts (PSA). There are 
only 20 PSAs recognized nationally per year. Since 
2008, eight students (7 Creative Writing students 
and 1 Drama student) from the school have been 
selected for this honor.

•	 Five Creative Writing students were finalists in the 
2013 YoungArts competition sponsored by the 
National YoungArts Foundation. 2013 represents 
the largest number of writing finalists in Governor's 
School history for the second consecutive year. 
Governor's School students have received a total of 
more than $20K in scholarships from this competition.

•	 One Creative Writing student out of seven total 
students nationally was recognized to receive 
Scholastic Writing Portfolio Gold Awards ($10K 

scholarship) from the Scholastic Art and Writing 
Awards. (The school has had nine students win this 
award since 2006.)

Dance
•	 The first Governor's School Dance student to attend 

The Juilliard School will attend on full scholarship. He is 
one of 12 male dancers accepted from around the 
world. Four Dance students competed in the finals 
for the Youth America Grand Prix (YAGP) in New York 
City, the world's largest student ballet scholarship 
competition. A Dance student was accepted to 
the dance company Ballet West, and another is a 
Capstone Scholar for the University of South Carolina.

Drama
•	 A Drama student won the national Georgia 

Shakespeare Competition. Two Drama students 
were accepted into the famed Guthrie Theatre 
Actor Training Program. (Approximately 22 students 
nationwide are selected for this honor). A Drama 
student was a national finalist and another received 
an honorable mention for Spoken Theater in the 
2013 YoungArts competition. Drama students were 
accepted with scholarships to renowned drama 
programs such as Carnegie Mellon, Fordham, and 
Southern Methodist University.

Music
•	 The Music Department traveled to Italy with select 

music students and performed at Mass in St. Peters 
Basilica in the Vatican after the election of the new 
Pope during their bi-annual European music tour. 
One music student composed an award-winning 
work, Dies Irae, originally performed at Carnegie 
Hall. Later, the piece was chosen to be performed 
by the New Haven Symphony (Connecticut).

Visual Arts
•	 Two Visual Arts students received national medals 

in the Scholastic Art and Writing competition, one 
in Design and one in Ceramics and Glass. Another 
was recognized with a special national 3D Systems 
Award from this contest for her work designing 
educational toys. Another student was accepted to 
the renowned Rhode Island School of Design (RISD) 
on full scholarship
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Faculty Achievements
•	 Visual Arts instructor Paul Yanko's work will be 

exhibited in the #106 Southern Issue of New 
American Paintings magazine. Considered to 
be among the country's leading publications in 
contemporary art, final editions are the result of a 
highly competitive, juried competition and present 
the work of 40 painters.

•	 Southern Independent Booksellers Alliance (SIBA) 
selected George Singleton's Stray Decorum as a 
finalist for the 2013 SIBA Book Awards. Members 
of SIBA have selected 25 books, representing 
booksellers' favorite hand sells of the year in fiction, 
nonfiction, children's, young adult, poetry, and 
cooking. Singleton's book is one of six finalists for the 
fiction category.

Guest Artists 2012-2013
Aspen String Trio, Music • David Becker, Music
Megan Mayhew Bergman, Creative Writing
Doug Berky, Drama & Visual Arts
Marshall Chapman, Creative Writing
Mel Chin, Visual Arts • Lucien Douglas, Drama
Brian Hermanson, Music • Rudolf Golez, Music
Sonja Livingston, Creative Writing • Rosa Mercedes, Dance
Opus Two, Music • Wendy Reynolds, Music
Lissette Salgado, Dance • Augusto Soledade, Dance
Trombonanza, Music • Michael Votta, Music
Guy Yehuda, Music • Kwan Yi, Music
Eric Jordan Young, Creative Writing, Drama & Music

Alumni Highlights
•	 Nicole Beharie (Drama 2003) is in the movie 42 

with Harrison Ford, which details Jackie Robinson's 
barrier-breaking entry into major league baseball. 
Nicole plays Rachel Isum, Mr. Robinson's wife. 
Currently, Nicole is starring in a new Fox pilot called 
Sleepy Hollow with Orlando Jones.

•	 Liza Bennett (Drama 2006) guested on television's 
Person of Interest with Jim Cavieziel and has a 
prominent role in the upcoming Steve McQueen 
film Twelve Years a Slave starring Brad Pitt.

•	 Carolyn Bolton (Dance 2005) recently signed a 
contract with Rambert Dance Company in London.

•	 Phillip Boykin (Music 1987) is traveling with the show 
that earned him a Tony nomination, Porgy and Bess 
(coming to the Peace Center this season).

•	 Ellen Breakfield (Music 2004), clarinet, has been 
appointed to the faculty of Cleveland State 
University.

•	 Danielle Brooks (Drama 2007) is now a regular on 
the Netflix series Orange is the New Black.

•	 Clarinetist Benjamin Chen (Music 2009) will begin 
graduate studies at the Cleveland Institute of Music 
this fall.

•	 Kenneth Cox (Music 2010), cello, and Lonnie Russell 
(Music 2011), piano, presented a recital and master 
class for SCGSAH music students in May.

•	 Lauren Culpepper (Drama 2004) is now in Nicoli and 
Others at Lincoln Center, directed by David Cromer.

•	 Zach Dellinger (Music 2003) is the Alumni Award 
Recipient for the GSA Foundation's Leadership Tribute.

•	 Shelia Dugan (Creative Writing 2003) is a 2013 Fellow 

at Code for America. She was featured recently in a 
Time magazine profile.

•	 Susan Heyward (Drama 2001) is currently in the 
Broadway play A Trip to Bountiful with Cicely Tyson 
and Cuba Gooding, Jr.

•	 Seville Jenkins (Music 2006), trombone, was 
featured soloist with the SCGSAH Wind Ensemble 
in March. Seville is enrolled in a post graduate 
program at the New England Conservatory of 
Music, Boston.

•	 Sherita Jennings (Visual Arts 2003) has a successful 
fashion line, VISERA NY, a women's luxe ready-to-
wear line.

•	 Wonza Johnson (Drama 2012) appears in a new 
HBO documentary with three other YoungArts 
award winners who take master classes with 
Academy Award nominee Kathleen Turner.

•	 Osamu Kobayashi (Visual Arts 2002) has been 
selected for the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters Art Purchase Program.

•	 Patina Miller (Drama 2002) is the lead in the new 
revival of Pippin on Broadway and has been 
nominated for a Tony Award for the second time in 
three years. Her first nomination was for Sister Act.

•	 Sara Mearns (Dance, attended 2001) is Principal 
dancer at the New York City Ballet. She visited 
SCGSAH in Spring 2013 to conduct a workshop for 
current dance students.

•	 Stephanie O'Cain (Creative Writing 2002) is 
marketing Manager at the Hachette Book Group, 
a major publishing company whose writers include 
David Sedaris and James Patterson.

•	 Dana Oliver (Creative Writing 2003) is Senior Beauty 
Editor at the Huffington Post. She previously worked 
for StyleList, VIBE, Glamour.com, and the New York 
City News Service.

•	 Teyonah Parris (Drama 2005) continues her recurring 
role on the Emmy-winning television series Mad 
Men. 

•	 Andrew Pastides (Drama 2001) played one of the 
title roles in Hank and Asha, and was the Audience 
Award winner at the 2013 Slam Dance Film Festival.

•	 Jedd Rosche (Creative Writing 2005) is the deputy 
breaking news editor at POLITICO, a political 
journalism organization based in Arlington, Virginia. 
Jedd joined POLITICO in February 2011 as a web 
producer for presidential election content and the 
Burns and Haberman blog.

•	 Abby Rosebrock (Music 2004) stars in a self-penned 
comedy, Different Animals, Off-Broadway.

•	 Jacolby Satterwhite (Visual Arts 2004) recently 
published an eight-minute video, Reifying Desire 5. 
His first solo show in New York features different kinds 
of animation. His exhibition was covered by The 
New York Times.

•	 Wrenn Schmidt (Drama 2001) is a regular on 
Boardwalk Empire and is currently playing opposite 
John Turturro at the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
production of The Master Builder. Wrenn had a 
featured interview in the New York Times Sunday 
Arts section and was hailed as one of the Top 10 
Actresses to Watch by a leading film magazine.

Continued on page 18
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Academics, National Honor Society
Seniors, continued from page 7

  Anthony Joseph DeSantis
  Anna Kristyn Dyches
  Tiffany Amelia Farr
  Richard Louis Fiorillo
  Dalton Rayce Fowler
  Randy Lee Fultz
  Reece Kelley Graham
  Audra Brooke Hawisher
  Alexandria Ariail Hendricks
  Joseph Michael Herbst
  Julia Elizabeth Hogan
  Tara Leigh Jordan
  Brian James Joye
  Nandita Narendra Karambelkar
  Emily Amanda Knott
  Jozita Ann Konczal
  Mason Scott Lambert
  Marissa Nicole Lauyans
  Alice Guerra Marcondes
  Julia Claire Marks
  Selene Desiree Means
  Caroline Grace Merritt
  Cina Leigh Noel
  Kristina Nicole Osborn
  Laura Caroline Rashley
  Thomas Boyd Richardson, Jr.
  Mary Katherine Russell
  Leigh Ellen Sabisch
  Keelin Casey Sanz
  Robbert Augustinus Schmit
  Jordan Ann Sommer
  Kara Shannon Stem
  Luke Valentine Stempniak
  Julia Rae Stewart
  Rachel Danielle Taylor
  Shekinah Enitan Thompson-
    Gbolagunte
  Eleeza Mei Tourigny
  Olivia Rose Wilusz

Connecting Arts Through Service
(CATS) Cords
  Kaitlyn Andrée Alford
  Kaleb Brooks Allen
  Bryashia Michelle 
    Atchison-Henderson
  Lydia Wallace Barrett
  Amanda Rose Burth
  Hagan Maree Capnerhurst
  Lois Eloise Carlisle
  Allison Rose Cooke
  Sarah Marie Cooke
  Elizabeth Charlene Cureton
  Anthony Joseph DeSantis
  Deirdre Alston Dishman
  Anna Kristyn Dyches
  Tiffany Amelia Farr
  Randy Lee Fultz
  Reece Kelley Graham
  Nandi Tatyana Harrison
  Audra Brooke Hawisher

  Julia Elizabeth Hogan
  Dayshun Jahmil Jeter
  Tara Leigh Jordan
  Nandita Narendra Karambelkar
  Emily Amanda Knott
  Jozita Ann Konczal
  Mason Scott Lambert
  Selene Desireè Means
  Julia Kathryn Opuszko
  Kristina Nicole Osborn
  Laura Caroline Rashley
  Thomas Boyd Richardson
  Mary Katherine Russell
  Rachel Danielle Taylor
  Shekinah Enitan
    Thompson-Gbolagunte
  Eleeza Mei Tourigny
  Abbey Marie Vidal

World Language Awards 2013
  Ian Redmon Burnette
  Savannah Analiese Campo
  Hayley Elizabeth Cheek
  Ian Albert Espey
  Charles Hobbs Johnson
  Lisa Doné Louw

Dance, continued from page 10

University. Attentind the University of 
South Carolina Upstate, majoring in 
Business Management.

Shekinah Thompson-Gbolagunte
Planning to attend Dominican 
University of California with Alonzo 
King's LINES Ballet School.

Tevfik Vatansever
Offered a trinee position at Ballet 
West, a trainee position with 
Washington Ballet, a contract with 
Joffrey Ballet II, a contract with 
Nashville Ballet II. Attending the 
University of South Carolina, double-
majoring in Dance and International 
Studies and Political Sciences.

Anson Zwingelberg
University of Cincinnati, University 
of South Carolina. Attending The 
Juilliard School, majoring in Dance.

National Honor Society for
Dance Art Senior Members
Katherine Heaton
Chambe Lindley
Caroline Merritt
Mariah Milosovich
Shekinah Thompson-Gbolagunte

Visual Arts, continued from page 13

Chevalier Jackson Tucker Award
Selene Desireè Means

Jeanet Dreskin Scholarship Award
Julia Luisa Pacheco Cole

Lipscomb Family Foundation Award
Jordan Ann Sommer

Visual Arts Purchase Award
Leigh Ellen Sabisch

•	 Gabrielle Sinclair (Creative 
Writing 2001) received an MFA 
in Playwriting from the Actors 
Studio Drama School in New 
York City. Her plays have been 
produced in Seattle, Omaha 
and New York City.

•	 Christopher Sparace (Music 
2009), a graduating senior 
in Tuba Performance at 
Northwestern University, 
presented a performance and 
class for SCGSAH brass students 
in March.

•	 Brandon Whitmore (Dance 
2012) was accepted as an 
Apprentice into Eleone Dance 
Theater, modern dance 
company of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.

•	 Saxophonist alumnus Robert 
Young (Music 2002) joined 
the faculty of SUNY Potsdam's 
Crane School of Music in the fall 
of 2012

Alumni Highlights, 
continued from page 17

    Leave a

Lasting Imprint 
    at the SCGSAH! 

Help build the Alumni Plaza 
by purchasing a brick with 
your name and class year.

4x8 brick $100
8x8 brick $200

Contact the GSA Foundation
for more info

864-282-1570, or visit 
www.gsafoundation.net



Congratulations

Class of 2013!

South Carolina Governor's School for the Arts and Humanities
15 University Street, Greenville, SC 29601 • p 864.282.3777 • www.SCGSAH.com

Attention Graduates and Parents:
Graduation photos are being taken by Ernest Rawlins Photography • 864.271.2502

A gallery of photos will be available for viewing/ordering by 
Tuesday, May 28, 2013, online at 
http://www.ernestrawlins.com 

Enjoy!


