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Overview

AReason for boundary clarification

AWnhy is the SC Geodetic Survey the chosen agency

AThe requirements and duties of the SC Geodetic Survey
AExplanation of our methods

ABoundary clarification procedure

ALegal process for individuals disagreeing with SCGS findings
AStatutory description of county boundary

AResearch and findings

AMonumentation and Survey

AConclusion
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The Reasonéeé

A Passage of time and growth has led to confusion over statutory county descriptions and the locations of
county boundary lines

AExact and precise | ocations and boundaries of st a
enforcement of property rights and election of public officials.

A Necessary for state government and political subdivisions

A Technology exists now to costffectively provide definite and permanent markers of boundary lines
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Why the SC Geodetic Survey?

A Over the last 30+ years, the South Carolina Geodetic Survey has worked with SoG#rolina
counties to help resolve some of the ambiguities present in the current Code of Law

A SC Geodetic Survey was also used in the clarification of the NC/SC boundary

Aln the early 906s Greenville and Spartanburg coun
work out the location of their Statutory Boundary. Their boundary was clarified and placed into law.

AAfter itds completion the General Assembly deci de
Survey as the mediator to resolve disputes between counties.
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The duties of the SC Geodetic Survey (SCGS)
with respect to determining county boundaries

SC Code of Lawg§27-2-105

Act No. 262 of 2014

A
A

(1994) Dispute between two or more countiesSCGS will act as mediator to resolve the dispute

(1994/2014) SCGS to assist counties in defining andnonumenting the locations of county boundaries and positioning the
monuments using geodetic surveys where counties areilefined, unmarked, or poorly marked

(2014) SCGS will clarify county boundaries as defined in Chapter 3, Title 4

(2014) SCGS will analyze archival and other evidence and perform field surveys to position geographically all county
boundaries in accordance with statutory descriptions

(2014) To amend section 272-105, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, relating to the duties of the South Carolina Geodetic
Survey (SCGS) with respect to determining county boundaries, so as to authorize and direct the SCGS to clarify county
boundaries and mediate boundary disputes between counties by providing a procedure allowing the SCGS administratively to
adjust county boundaries, to provide the procedures including notice that SCGS must follow in making such adjustments, to
provide that affected parties may appeal these adjustments to the Administrative Law Court in a de novo hearing, to provide
the method of determining the effective date of these administrative county boundary adjustments and the notice
requirements for these adjustments to be effective and to provide that nothing contained in this administrative process

restricts the authority of the General Assembly by legislative enactment to adjust or otherwise clarify county boundaries by
legislative enactment.
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Steps for Clarifying Boundaries
SC Code of Law SECTION-2705

Requirements of SCGS:

AUpon reestablishing county boundary, SCGS shall certify its work and within 30 days of certification:

AProvide copies to the administrator of each affected county;

AProvide written notification to affected parties

AProvide notice and copies to the public through its official website and or other means it considers
appropriate; and

A Notify as it determines appropriate, other affected state and federal agencies

A (Initiates 60 Day Appeal Process)

AcCertified Surveys submitted to Secretary of State, Register of Deeds Offices, and South Carolina Department of
Archives with Cover Letter

ADate of the cover letter is the date the surveys become effective
Alntroduce Legislation to update Code of Law to reflect clarified boundary with State Plane Coordinates
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SCGS Steps for Clarifying Boundaries

ANotify County Administrators in advance of planned work
AConduct historical research for documentary evidence of boundaries
APerform field work to locate monuments and corroborating evidence and position on State Plane Coordinates

AShare findings with county officials for impact analysis and to plan public meetings*

AHold public meeting

AReceive feedback and input from local officials and public
AReview and update findings, as appropriate

ACertify plats*

ASend out mailings to affected parties along boundary*
A60day appeals window*

ARecord/File plats*

@1 South Carolina Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office
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SC Code of Law SECTION-27105

AAffected Parties Disagreeing with SCGS:

AMay file request for a contested case hearing with the SC Administrative Law Court

AThis decision may be appealed

POAf fected Partyé
AGoverning body of an affected county
AGoverning body of a political subdivision of this State
AAN elected official, other than a statewide elected official
AA property owner or an individual residing in the certification zone
AA business entity located in the certification zone

AA nonresident individual who owns or leases real property situated in the
certification zone
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Title 4, Chapter 5

AChange of Boundaries

AS.C. Codé 4-5-120: Procedurefor annexing part of countygoverning body or 10 percent of registered voters petition
in writing, shall deposit with the clerk of court an amount of money sufficient to cover the expenses of surveys ,
plats, annexation commission and the election to be held to determine whether the proposed annexation shall be
effected and then file such resolution or petition in the office of the clerk of court

AS.C. Code& 4-5-130: Appointment of Commission for annexatiemnce presented to the governor then within 30
days the governor shall appoint a commission of four persons

AS.C. Code& 4-5-140: Employment of Surveyorsommission may contract for survey and location of the proposed
change of line and for such purpose may employ 3 surveyors

AS.C. Code& 4-5-170: Governor shall order election; voting place; eligible electets be held in an area sought to
be transferred and an election to be held in the county to which the area is proposed to be transferred

APropose and adopt Legislation
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Public Meeting Notification (Example)

February 17, 2023

Ee: R ishment of the Lo Newberry Counfy Boundary

Dwear Sir or Madam,

The 5.C. Geodatic Survey (SCGS), a section within the 5.C_ Revamue and Fiscal Affairs Office, has begun a systematic program to re-
astablish South Caroling's county boundaries. As part of this initiabiva, the Laurens-Newberry County boundary is one of the projacts
that has bean clarified and re-established to properly reflect the description in stata law.

The purposs of this letter is to officially notify you that our office has clarified the statutory boundary betwesn thesa counties and we
will be presenting the survey and information at 2 public meeting. The meating will b= held in-person and broadeast virtnally en
Wednesday March 29% at 6:00pm; See Detail Included with this Letter for Meeting Information. Information about this project
can be found on the SCGS website at: https:/ /rfa.sc gov,/ programs-services/ geodetic / county /laurens-newberry. It
you own several parcels glong the clarifisd boundary, you may receive a latter from our agency for sach saparats parcel

The zoal of this process is to provide correct information for the proper administration of government. Our office is committed to
accurataly determining the location of the statutory boundary as defined in South Carclina law, positioning foumd monuments,
marking the boundary with proper/zdditional monuments, and refarencing it to geographic coordinatas to better preserve the integrity
and aceuracy of the boundary.

This determination, which identifies the location of the county boundary pursuant to Chapter 3, Title £ of the South Carolina Code of
Laws, follows extansive research, fisldwork, together with conversations and maeetings mvolving our offics and local officials over the
past several months. The role of 0G5 is, in this instance, to cleaar up any uncertainty about the location of statutery county boundarias
that are poorly marked or ill-dafined. Sheuld you have historieal or lagal information that conflicts with the location of the clarifiad
county boundary, you have a right, as explained further, to appeal and contest the determination by S0G5.

“You will receive additional notice when the plat of boundary is certified and pursuant to Saction 27-2-105 of the 5.C. Code of Laws, you
may appeal the determination of the clarifiad boundary as deseribed in the cartified plat within 60 days of notification. The appeal must
be made to the 5.C. Administrative Law Court by filing a “Request for Conbestad Case Hearing” form and paying the appropriate filing
fee. In your appeal, please include a copy of the certified plat and any evidence to refute the findings in the re-establishment survey.
Flease understand that the issue hare is the location of the boundary line which has been identified according to the applicabls state
statutes describing the boundary. If there are issues relating fo zoning, planming, school attendance and taxes, you will nesd to contact
and wark with the appropriats county government.

For vour information, we have enclosed an aerial photograph showing your property. the parcel (property) lines used by each county,
and the clarified county boundary, m order for vou to understand how the determination may affect you. This effect is not part of the

appeal process, but the information is being provided to help with any administrative changes that mayv result

If vou are not the current owner of this property, are leasing this property, or if you havae any questions, please contact us at (503) 7H-
3793, Any assistance you can provide in helping identify the current owner or lessee is appreciated.

Cordially,

1

Diavid ¥ Ballard, PLS

Manager, County Boundary Program

S5C Gegdetic Survey

1000 Assembly St, Suite 421 Email: boundaryiiria segov
Columbia, 5C 29201

South Carolina Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office
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Public Meeting Notification (Example)
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Laurens Parcels

Newberry Parcels

This Sketch is for Information Purposes Only
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LaurensNewberry County Line
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L-N Lidar Topo Line

Alignment for SC Lidar Topo to search for signs or roadbed ¥ &3
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LaurensNewberry County Line

AAs far as we are awardhe Laurens-Newberry line
(the Old 96 Road) hasnever beencomprehensively
surveyedE®@é

MANo comprehensivemet es descripti g

Mowever, in 1820¢.




LaurensNewberry County Line
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gMills Atlas of 1825

(Newberry
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LaurensNewberry County Line

A aurens District
ASurveyed by Henry Gray in
1820

A mproved for
of 1825
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LaurensNewberry County Line
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LaurensNewberry County Line

. M1lls Atlas of 1825

L2

PE AN "
ﬂ' wo different surveyors
jﬁiif Both surveys

; \’*\ Ao Metes description

g ﬁBut both maps show the
-2 entire road with a very similar
configuration (with numerous
minor differences)

AU fOur best comprehensive guide
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LaurensNewberry County Line
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LaurensNewberry County Line
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LaurensNewberry County Line

My ActNo. 1263in1785 A n the Act, L
the SC Legislature divided ~ Poundary started at Od e |

Ninety -Six District into six ~ ford on the Enoree and )
counties foll owed t he n

Arhe new counties included  'Sland Ford on the Saluda

Laurens and Newberry ANewber ry began
(Newbury) counties Ford on the Saluda river,

thence along the old road to
O d e for@,oon Enoreeé o
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LaurensNewberry County Line

Arhe task of a retracement ~ AThe Town of Ninety Six is

surveyor is to put a southwest of Island Ford
boundary in the location (Island Ford is now under
that the original legislation ~ Lake Greenwood)
established it ANinety Six had been in

AThe correct county existence since the early
boundary is in the center of ~ 1700s | |

the road as it existed in AThe road leading to it was
1785 al ready an Aol
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LaurensNewberry County Line
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AThe Newberry
District map of 1825
from Mills Atlas
shows the boundary
with Laurens as a
road that runs from
MOdelsFor do t o
Island Ford
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Ahe Mills Atlas
map for

Laurens County

names the road
southwest of

Dunk.l
t he n
S1 x R

LaurensNewberry County Line

(2

L SOUTH CAROLINA. %
t SURVEYED NIRY GRAY D.8,
820,

IMPROVED FOR MILLYATIAS,

1823,
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LaurensNewberry County Line

part of t h&asfioPtheBrickhBudedtite

has been known as the Old 96 Road intersects with
Ninety Six Road since at the old road leading to
least 1825, and probably Od e Fodds

was so known long betore Arhese roads existed during
that the colonial and state grant
AAlso shown on deeds and period, so we first looked
maps as Old Ninety-Six for them in grant research

Road and Old 96 Road
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LaurensNewberry County Line

ASurprisingly, of the 85+

grants we recovered from AAnd few of the ones with a
South Carolina Archives road, labeled or not, had
and History north of enough identifying

Indian Creek , few of them features for us to be able to
showed a road locate them on the ground

Aew of the grantsthat did

show a road labeled it the

N96 Roado or any ot her
name
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LaurensNewberry County Line
LaurensNewberry County Line

AAn example is the 1784
grant to John Odell

A ocated on Odells Branch

at the Enoree River we
know thattheold Od e | 06
Ford Road crosses this
property
At is nowhere to be seen on
the plat!
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LaurensNewberry County Line

Od’el's
Ford Rd.

(Approximate)

Fig. 12
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LaurensNewberry County Line

AVe dondt know idcoordimgao archivist Marion

found so few grantsin the Chandler, recently retired from
northern 1/3 of the line that South Carolina Archives and
showed a road where we History, at that time property
know one existed owners had to travel to the
A-or grants from about 1785 county seateach year to pay
on it may be because taxes

property owner $Propartyimtivd coutsineant
to show that their property two annual trips instead of one

was in more than one county
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LaurensNewberry County Line

AAs in the 1784 Odell grant

previously shown, the AGrants from the north side
absence of roads meant of the river in present day
that we only had a general ~ Union County were

idea of where on the similarly unhelpful
EnoreeRi veOdehosdo

was located
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LaurensNewberry County Line

ANeither of the Mills Atlas maps for Laurens and

Newberry counties show the bends of the Enoree

River in enough detall to locate the ford

Vdels Ford
. Corner of" Lauren's ‘
and Vewberry

q |

1 South Carolina Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office




LaurensNewberry County Line

ACESI personnel walked both
sides of the river, up and down
stream, for the better part of a

mile without finding

convincing evidence of a ford
location.

Aerial photographs for the
Calhoun Experimental Forest
made In 1933 were also
Inconclusive

ﬁ:)\) South Carolina Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office
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LaurensNewberry County Line

EMAP OF BT

HNION L/?UPENS AND* NE N B
C OUNTIES SOUEHCAﬂFH | 1/4

Addditional research in A ECLEvAN wuo
Union County found a e

survey from 1922 by H.C.

Wilburn of 4381.6 acres

ocated partly in Laurens,

partly in Newberry, and

partly in Union, covering

the area in question
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LaurensNewberry County Line

AThe map was so large that  AVisits to the Clerk of Court

It had to be cut Into pieces In Laurens and Newberry

to fit into the map book failed to uncover another
Arhe cut went right through copy of the map

the area of interest MAResearch showed that Mr.
Arhe edges had badly frayed Wi I burnos pers
and no information could were at NC Archives and the
be made out for the Waynesville, NC Library,
location of the ford but no map was present at

either location




LaurensNewberry County Line

KlSearching Wi
for any clues revealed calls
along the river from each

side of the property to a
ferry

AJsing the still exiting
boundaries of the
property in GIS the
distances converged
within feet of each other
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LaurensNewberry County Line

ANnhile a ferry is not a ford,
It Is possible the ferry was
placed at the ford location

with the transition from
horses to automobiles

AAnother review of the
Calhoun Experimental
Forest 1933 aerial showed
a road to the ferry location

ﬁ:)\) South Carolina Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office
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LaurensNewberry County Line

ferry was the best evidence

of the | ©dat oen of n
fordo and the beginning
place for the relocation of

t he nold roado

AThe 1933 aerial showed
the old road up to current
Lakestone Drive
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