
Officials at Francis Marion Uni-
versity have announced the addition of
21 new faculty members for the 2005-
2006 school year.

Nancy R. Adams of Mount Plea-
sant has joined the faculty as an
instructor of nursing. She earned the
B.S.N. degree in nursing from Clem-
son University, the M.S. degree in
nursing administration from the Med-
ical University of South Carolina, and
a post master’s certificate as an adult
nurse practitioner from MUSC.

David R. Anderson of Baltimore,
Md., has been appointed an assistant
professor of physics. He received the
B.S. degree in honors theoretical
physics from the University of Essex
and the Ph.D. degree in theoretical
physics from the University of York.

Jane Ellen Brandis of Florence
returns to FMU as a clinical coordina-
tor for the School of Education. She
received the B.S. degree in elementary
education from FMU and the M.Ed.
degree in educational administration
from the University of South Carolina.

She previously served as a teacher spe-
cialist at Spaulding Elementary School
in Lamar.

Rhonda M. Brogdon of Olanta
has been appointed an instructor of
nursing – medical/surgical. She earned
the B.S.N. degree from Clemson
University, the M.B.A. degree from
Webster University, and the M.S.N.
degree from the University of Phoenix
Online.

Charles G. Carpenter of Rome,
Ga., comes to FMU as a professor of
accounting. He received the B.S.
degree from Elmhurst College, and the
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from the
University of Illinois.

Karen P. Coughenour of Cordova
has joined the faculty as an assistant
professor of education. She received
the B.S. degree in elementary and early
childhood education from Pennsylva-
nia State University, the M.Ed. degree
in special education from Winthrop
University, and is a candidate to
receive the Ph.D. degree in special
education from the University of South

Carolina.
Susan L. Giusto of Florence has

been appointed an assistant professor
of mass communication. She earned
the B.A. degree in broadcast journal-
ism from the University of Tulsa, and
the M.S. degree in interpersonal and
intercultural communication from the
University of Louisiana at Lafayette.
She previously was a part-time faculty
member in the Department of Mass
Communication at FMU.

Kristen B. Gravitte of Raleigh,
N.C., joins the faculty as an assistant
professor of English. She received the
B.A. degree in English (with honors)
from the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, and the M.F.A. degree
from North Carolina State University.

Susan B. Grubbs of Florence has
joined the FMU faculty as an assistant
professor of nursing – psychiatric/men-
tal health. She earned the B.S. degree
in nursing from the University of South
Carolina, the M.Ed. degree in educa-
tion from FMU, and the M.S. degree in
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Francis Marion University has
been ranked by U.S. News & World
Report magazine as one of the South’s
top 100 master’s level universities for
the fifth year in a row.

FMU also was ranked as one of the
country’s most diverse campuses for
the seventh time in eight years.

The rankings will be published in
the magazine’s book America’s Best
Colleges, 2006 Edition, which goes on
sale Aug. 22. The magazine released
the rankings Aug. 19.

FMU is among schools that are
classified as master’s level institutions
under the Carnegie Classification of
Institutions of Higher Education, the
grouping system that U.S. News uses
as the basis for its ranking categories.

There are 572 universities in the mas-
ter’s level category, ranked within four
geographic areas — North, South,
Midwest and West — because they
generally draw students heavily from
surrounding states.

The method that U.S. News uses to
rank colleges and universities consists
of three basic steps.  The schools are
categorized primarily by mission and
in some cases, region, using data in 15
indicators of academic excellence.  The
indicators used to capture academic
quality fall into seven categories: aca-
demic reputation through peer assess-
ment, retention of students, faculty
resources, student selectivity, financial
resources, alumni giving, and gradua-
tion performance.  The ranking formu-

la gives greatest weight to academic
reputation.

With an African-American enroll-
ment of 40 percent, FMU was ranked
sixth among master’s-level schools in
the South in the magazine’s campus
diversity category.  The magazine iden-
tifies colleges in this category where
students are most likely to encounter
undergraduates from racial or ethnic
groups different from their own. 

FMU is classified by the magazine
as a regional university, an institution
that offers a wide selection of under-
graduate programs and master’s
degrees, but few, if any, doctoral pro-
grams.  FMU offers undergraduate and
graduate degrees in more than 49 areas
of study.

FMU ranked in top 100 by U.S. News & World Report
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David Franck, associate professor
of economics, had a paper published in
the June 2005 issue of the Journal of
Economic Development titled “A
General Equilibrium Skill Acquisitions
Model of Development for Lesotho.”

The paper provides an economic
analysis for why large infusions of
human capital investment are needed
and why small infusions will do little
to pull Lesotho, like many sub-Saharan
economies, out of a poverty trap.

Gayle R. Polston of Florence has
joined the FMU staff as director of stu-
dent services in the Department of
Nursing. She earned the B.A. degree
from Oral Roberts University and the
M.A. degree in professional counseling
from Liberty University. She was pre-
viously employed by the Medical
University of South Carolina, serving
as director of student services for the
satellite nursing program at FMU.

Jessica Smith of Dillon, a 2005
graduate of FMU, has been named by
Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic
(RFB&D®) as one of three top $6,000
winners of the 2005 Mary P. Oenslager
Scholastic Achievement Awards (SA
As).

RFB&D, a nonprofit organization,
is the nation’s educational library of
recorded textbooks for students with
visual impairment, dyslexia or other
physical disabilities that make reading
standard textbooks difficult or impossi-
ble. Smith was chosen by two selection
committees for her extraordinary
scholarship, leadership, enterprise and
service to others.

In addition to graduating in the top
7 percent of her class with a bachelor’s
degree in business administration from
FMU, Smith interned at the Depart-
ment of Defense and now works for the
federal government’s Defense Finance
and Accounting Services (DFAS).
Smith intends to use her math talents to
become a certified public accountant
and aspires to become the Chief
Financial Officer of a major corpora-
tion.

Deborah Ann Flemming of
Mullins and Stanley E. Gibson of
Florence have joined the FMU staff as
custodians.

Joe Aniello, assistant professor of
management, recently published an
article in the Journal of Entreprene-
urship Education titled “Improving
Adult Creativity Using Therapeutic
Models.”

Peter King, associate professor of
biology, co-authored a paper,
“Population parameters and life-table
analysis of two coexisting freshwater
turtles: are the Bellinger River turtle
populations threatened?” which is pub-
lished in Wildlife Research Volume 32. 

King has been studying these tur-
tles since 1988 and continued on his
most recent trip back to Australia in
January 2004.

Lisa A. Eargle, associate profes-
sor of sociology, recently presented the
paper, “Prevalence of Off-Farm
Laboring by Farm Operators,” at the
Rural Sociological Society’s national
conference in Tampa, Fla.  Eargle also

chaired two sessions: “Farm Start-Ups,
New Farmers and Adaptive Farm
Strategies” and “Consequences of
Welfare Reform.”

The Donald E. Kelley Small
Business Institute at FMU has pur-
chased the Academic Premier Edition
of the Business Plan Pro software. This
software will be available for use to
anyone on campus who has any inter-
est in writing their own business plan.

This software will be available on
all 15 computers in the School of
Business computer lab as well as in
Rogers Library, both in their Progress
Energy Technology Center and in the
reference area.

The software provides an easy-to-
follow format for all the elements that
any business plan would require. 

Allen E. Smith, associate profes-
sor of management information sys-
tems, has been awarded the Literati
Club 2005 Highly Commended Award
for his paper, “Customer focused
health-care performance instruments:
making a case for local measures,”
which was published in the Inter-
national Journal of Health Care
Quality Assurance, Vol. 17, No. 1,
2004.

Rusty Ward, assistant professor of
sociology, recently attended the annual
meeting of the American Sociological
Association in Philadelphia to present
his paper, “From the Social Science in
to the Social Science of Summer Youth
Camps: A Review of the Organized
Camping Literature.”

Officials at Francis Marion
University have announced tenure and
promotion of faculty members for the
2005-06 academic year.

Receiving promotions to professor
are: A. Glen Gourley Jr., theatre arts
and speech; Kenneth D. Kitts, political
science; Christopher D. Johnson, Eng-
lish; Robert E. Pugh, business adminis-
tration; and Gabriele M. Theuner, mar-

keting.
Receiving promotions to associate

professor are: Vernon W. Bauer, biolo-
gy; Scott S. Brown, geography; D.
Allen Clabo, chemistry; Lisa A. Eargle,
sociology; Derek W. Jokisch, physics;
V. Scott Kaufman, history; Sue B. Orr,
music; William H. Richardson, mathe-
matics; and Elizabeth A. Zahnd,
French.

Receiving promotions to assistant
professor are: John M. Summer and
Cynthia A. Price, both of Rogers
Library.

Earning tenure are: Bauer, Brown,
Jokisch, Kaufman, Theuner, and
Zahnd, as well as Robert C. Bridger,
psychology, and Timothy E. Shannon,
biology.

Faculty tenure and promotion announced for 2005-06



Library liaison

This fall, Rogers Library staff
members are seeking to enhance serv-
ices to academic departments by estab-
lishing more formal ties between
librarians and specific departments.

Each member of the library faculty
has been paired up with an academic
department to provide better liaison.
Library faculty will set up library
instruction for classes or consult with
faculty on appropriate sources in their
research fields. Each will also help
with interlibrary loans and in verifying
and locating titles for library purchase. 

Librarians will be available to
come to department meetings to dis-

cuss or elaborate on library resources
and services. Members of the library
faculty are currently contacting the
various academic areas to alert deans,
chairs and academic departmental liai-
son of their eagerness to work more
closely with discipline specific col-
leagues.

Just let library staff know how they
may be of assistance or how they may
make this effort more beneficial.
Contact library dean Paul Dove at 1300
if your department has not received
library liaison contact information.

Intergrated library system

Rogers Library continues its mi-

gration to a new integrated library sys-
tem. Implementation began the sum-
mer. The new system replaces the orig-
inal library system which came online
in 1987.

Cataloging and Circulation mod-
ules are in place and operational, and
Acquisitions and Serials components
should be operational very soon. Fu-
ture enhancements include universal
borrowing, a union catalog with other
South Carolina Innovative Interfaces
Incorporated (III) libraries, remote
patron authentication (remote access),
and link resolution.  The second-gener-
ation system is windows-based and
runs on a remote UNIX server.  

psychiatric/mental health nursing from
USC.

Teresa K. Herzog of Missoula,
Mont., has been appointed an assistant
professor of psychology. She earned
the B.A. degree in psychology from
Edgewood College, and the M.A. and
Ph.D. degrees in psychology from the
University of Montana.

Julia M. Hucks of Florence joins
the faculty as an assistant professor of
nursing – community health. She
received the B.S.N. degree in nursing
(cum laude) and the M.N. degree in
community health nursing from the
University of South Carolina.

Farrah M. Hughes of Riverside,
R.I., comes to FMU as an assistant pro-
fessor of psychology. She received the
B.A. degree in psychology (with hon-
ors) from Wake Forest University, the
M.A. degree in psychology from the
University of Tennessee, and is a can-
didate for the Ph.D. degree in clinical
psychology from Tennessee.

Lynn D. Kennedy of Timmons-
ville joins the faculty as an assistant
professor of nursing. She received the
A.S. degree in nursing from Florence-

Darlington Technical College, the
B.S.N. degree in nursing from the
Medical University of South Carolina,
and the M.N. degree in nursing from
the University of South Carolina.

Laura L. Morris of Morgantown,
W.V., comes to Francis Marion as an
assistant professor of English. She
earned the B.A. degree in creative writ-
ing and English from Carnegie Mellon
University and is a candidate for the
M.F.A. degree in creative writing/fic-
tion from West Virginia University.

Mary Louise Nagata of Muncie,
Ind., has joined the faculty as an assis-
tant professor of history. She received
the B.G.S. degree from the University
of Maryland, and the M.A. degree in
Japanese history and the Ph.D. degree
in history from the University of
Hawaii.

Patrick G. Rabon of Columbia
returns to FMU as an instructor of
English. He earned the B.A. degree in
English (with honors) from FMU, and
the M.A. degree in English from the
University of South Carolina.

Rebecca A. Randall of Columbia
joins the faculty as an assistant profes-
sor of English. She earned the B.A.
degree in English/writing from Berry
College and the M.F.A. degree in cre-
ative writing from the University of
South Carolina.

Yong B. Shin of Rome, Ga., has

been appointed an assistant professor
of management information systems.
He received the B.S. degree in business
information systems from Utah State
University, and the M.S. and Ph.D.
degrees in management information
systems from Mississippi State Uni-
versity. 

Karen E. Thompson of Florence
joins the faculty as an assistant profes-
sor of nursing – women’s health. She
earned the A.A.S. degree in nursing
from Suffolk County Community
College, the B.S.N. degree in nursing
from SUNY Institute of Technology at
Utica/Rome, and the M.N. degree in
nursing from the University of South
Carolina.

Colleen F. Thorndike of Char-
lotte, N.C., returns to FMU as an
instructor of English. She received the
B.A. degree in English from FMU, and
the M.A. degree in English from the
University of North Carolina at Char-
lotte.

Barbara C. Westphal of Santee
has been appointed an associate profes-
sor of nursing – pediatric. She earned
the B.S.N. degree in nursing from
Lenoir-Rhyne College, the M.S.N.
degree in nursing from Emory
University, and the Ed.D. degree in
education from the University of South
Carolina.
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Patriot Digest is published twice
monthly and distributed on paydays.
The printing schedule is:
Copy due Publication
Sept. 8 Sept. 15

Submit articles via e-mail at thu-
dak@fmarion.edu. Questions or com-
ments? Contact Todd J. Hudak at 1227.

Patriot Digest is produced for the
Francis Marion University faculty and staff
by the Office of Communications Services,
SAB 113.

Patriot Digest
deadlines

(as of 8-26-05)

� Project Manager for The
Center of Excellence to Prepare
Teachers of Children of Poverty
(Temporary Grant Position)

� Assistant Professor of
Political Science

� Assistant/Associate Professor
of History (Europe, 19th
Century)

� Assistant/Associate Professor
of Accounting

� Assistant/Associate Professor
of Management

� Assistant/Associate Professor
of Management

� Assistant Director of Donald
E. Kelley Small Business
Institute

� Assistant Professor of
Sociology

� Director of Alumni Affairs

� University Attorney

Visit Human Resources,

SAB 105, or call 1140.SEPT.
through Sept. 19 Art Gallery Series: “Xochimilco: La Isla de las 

Munecas,” photographs by Ann Lane, HFAC gallery
through Sept. 19 Art Gallery Series: “Homage to Hopper and 

Other Structures” by Lin Barnhardt, HFAC gallery
through Oct. 27 Art Gallery Series: “Life and Art,” paintings by Alex 

Powers, UC gallery
6 8 pm First Tuesday Arts Event concert: Benjamin Woods, 

pianist, Kassab Hall, HFAC
11 3 pm Dooley Planetarium show: “Universe of Dr. Einstein,” 

Dooley Planetarium
25 3 pm Dooley Planetarium show: “It’s About Time,” Dooley 

Planetarium

OCT.
4 8 pm First Tuesday Arts Event concert: Sherry Woods, vio-

list, and Benjamin Woods, pianist, Kassab Hall, HFAC

The Faculty Senate will meet at 3:45 p.m. on the following dates in Room
218 of the Smith University Center: Sept. 27, Oct. 25, Nov. 15, Feb. 14, Mar. 28,
and Apr. 18.

The General Faculty will meet at 3:45 p.m. on the following dates in McNair
Auditorium: Nov. 29, Feb. 28, and Apr. 11.

Faculty Senate, General Faculty meeting dates set

Sixteen Francis Marion University
faculty members received state service
awards at an annual faculty breakfast
on Aug. 23.

Receiving 10-year service awards
were: Jeffrey D. Camper, biology; Jane
E. Gower, mathematics; Samuel H.
Howell, art; and Tammy H. Pawloski,
education.

Receiving 20-year service awards
were: Robert T. Barrett, business;
Samuel F. Broughton, psychology; Kay
W. Lawrimore, business; George E.

Schnibben, mathematics; and Donald
W. Stewart, mass communication.

Receiving 30-year service awards
were: Richard C. Brunk, sociology;
Emily Lorraine de Montluzin, history;
Leslie E. Figa, education; Clarence P.
Huggins, English; Eileen L. Kirley-
Tallon, political science; Larry E.
Nelson, history; and James T. Ramey,
mathematics.

Service awards were presented to
those reaching their service milestone
between July 1, 2004 and June 30, 2005.

Faculty earn state service awards

The Francis Marion University
Board of Trustees has approved the
naming of the new nursing building
that is under construction on campus in
honor of longtime Florence physician
Frank B. Lee.

The trustees approved the resolu-
tion to honor Dr. Lee during a board

meeting at their annual retreat at Santee
Cooper’s Wampee Conference Center
Aug. 15.

The university will name the
30,000-square-foot facility the Frank
Barnwell Lee Nursing Building. Dr.
Lee is chairman of the board of trustees
of the Drs. Bruce and Lee Foundation.  

Nursing building named for Dr. Frank B. Lee


