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Fossil
Salvage Decision
Announced

Done in watercolor on thin sheets of
ivory, the diminutive wc~ks measure 3 5/8
inches high and 2 7/8 inches wide and rest in
handsome black frames with ormolu fittings.
Malbone, a Rhode Islander by birth, was
closely associated with the culture of
post-Revolutionary
South
Carolina.
Charleston counted among his favorite
haunts and wealthy, influential Carolinians
among his favorite subjects. It is likely that
he painted more miniatures in Charleston
than in any other city. It is thus quite
appropriate that examples of his work will
one day take their place in a South Carolina
State Museum.

stack of plates from layers of enamel, as
were the teeth of true elephants, mastodon
molars bore a series of peaks that reminded
scientists who first studied them of breasts,
an analogy preserved in the animal's name,
which means "breast tooth." Two of the
telltale molars are preserved in place in the
giant
mandible.
Although
fossilized
mastodon teeth are fairly common, it is
to find them still set in a

The South Carolina Museum Commission in its
regularly scheduled meeting of December 7, 1977,
held in Columbia, upheld its earlier decision to
discontinue issuance of commercial fossil salvage
licenses for the indefinite future. Guy F.
Lipscomb, Jr., Commission Chairman, said, "The
Commission has made its decision based upon
several factors. First, we feel that we have a
responsibility to work with and support the efforts
of the Institute of Archeology and Anthropology,
which is responsible for archeological material
found under the waters of the State. We are bound
to the Institute through the Underwater Salvage
Law and we have the feeling that their job of
dealing with man-made objects is even more critical
than ours of dealing with fossil materials. When
either agency grants a license it potentially affects
the ability of the other agency to properly do its
job.
"The Commission does not feel that we would
be acting responsibly and in the best interests of
the people of South Carolina if we were to issue
commercial salvage licenses without having a better
idea of the extent of the resources (fossils)
available. We have a reasonable idea of what has
been brought up from the waters of the state but
little idea of how much material remains. The State
Department of Wildlife and Marine Resources
knows how many deer reside in the state at a given
time and they may set hunting seasons accordingly.
If the deer population is threatened with
extinction they can refuse to issue hunting licenses
until they are satisfied that it is once again safe to
do so."
"Unlike the Wildlife Department we have no
way of knowing the extent of the resources we are
charged with protecting.

Mastodon Jaw
Of all the fossils in the Commission's
collection, the mastodon jaw is the most
spectacular. Discovered beneath the Cooper
River in Berkeley County during last
summer's Amoco project (see the Winter
1978 issue), the enormous fossil, the entire
right lower jaw, gives a graphic idea of the
size of the elephant-like animal that browsed
the area we now call South Carolina 8,000
to 10,000 years ago.
Standing seven to ten feet tall at the
shoulder, the mastodon looked like a true
elephant, but he was not. His teeth made the
difference. Instead of being formed like a

"We have held a special meeting for the
purpose of listening to the commercial salvage
divers and we have carefully considered their
arguments for extension or re-issuance of licenses.
We have heard extensively from hobby divers
throughout the state who have expressed their
views. We believe that we have given the matter a
fair and impartial consideration."
"The Commission regrets that this decision
adversely affects the 5 or 6 divers who currently
earn their living diving for fossils. We feel, however,
that we have a responsibility to act on behalf of
the 2,800,000 citizens of the State of South
Carolina and this decision reflects our effort to do
that to the best of our ability."
The Commission also announced that staff
members have been in touch with the State
Department of Wildlife and Marine Resources
regarding enforcement of the Underwater Salvage
Act and that Wildlife's enforcement division has
agreed to patrol the waters of the state checking
licenses of individuals collecting either fossils or
archeological materials. Collecting without a
license is a misdemeanor subjecting ,1 offenders to
fines, incarceration or both.

State Highway Map

Representatives of the Highway Department and the Museum
Commission presenting a copy of the new highway map to
Governor James B. Edwards. Pictured left to right are Paul W.
Cobb, Chief Highway Commissioner, Governor Edwards, Guy F.
Lipscomb, Jr., Chairman of the SCMC, and David C. Sennema,
Director of the SCMC.
The Museum Commission is proud to announce that the
theme of the 1978 State Highway Map is the museum and
museum-related institutions of South Carolina, a theme suggested
by the S. C. M. C. The map includes a list of all known
institutions along with their addresses, phone numbers, hours of
operation, and brief descriptions of their collections. Since
750,000 copies will be distributed both in and out of state
through the South Carolina Highway Department, the South
Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism, and the
Welcome Centers, we believe the map will provide much-needed
publicity for our state's mtJseums.
You can get your copy at any of the Welcome Centers or
Highway Department offices. Let the map guide you to some of
the 130 institutions listed. And by all means spread the word
about our many different museums to your friends! South
Carolina's heritage is there for all to enjoy.

SCAN
The South Carolina Association of Naturalists (SCAN) held
its 2nd annual business meeting on February 18, 1978, at the
Carolina Townhouse in Columbia. The meeting signalled the
beginning of the third year of activity for the Association, which
has grown to include over 100 members. SCAN is composed of
people throughout the state who have an amateur or professional
interest in the natural history of South Carolina. The group takes
monthly field trips and publishes checklists of notable plants and
animals observed. These lists are circulated among the members,
thereby constantly updating basic information about the state's
natural history. During the past year these field trips have taken
members from the shaded coves of the mountains to the Carolina
bays and Venus' fly traps of Horry County; from butterflies and
cypress swamps along the Savannah River at Webb Wildlife Center
to colorful autumn hardwoods along the Catawba River in
Lancaster County. The group visited Congaree and Santee
Wildlife Refuge for a look at living organisms and also took a trip
back in time at the Giant Portland Cement quarry near
Harleyville, where participants found 30 to 40 million-year-old
marine fossils.
At the February meeting it was decided that SCAN would
work closely with the Heritage Trust program of the South
Carolina Wildlife and Marine Resources Department by acting as a
cataloging group for natural areas in South Carolina. This service
will enhance the usefulness of the monthly field trips.
As SCAN enters its third year it is worthwhile to reflect that
natural history is a very exciting and significant part of South
Carolina's heritage. People are only beginning to glimpse the
intriguing world of nature in their own backyard. Unless they
acquire an understanding and an appreciation for their state's
natural heritage and take steps to preserve it, that heritage might
someday be lost. The ultimate goal of SCAN is to promote that
appreciation. If you have an interest in the natural history of
South Carolina and you would like to become a part of this
field trip-oriented group, get in touch with Rudy Mancke, curator
of natural history.

The· ..Depot" In use

The traveling exhibit program, begun last September, has
been a great success. Sixteen shows drawn from the collections of
the South Carol ina Arts Commission and the Museum
Commission are available. Among them are the Buchanan lighting
collection, which will be on display at the Museum of York
County in Rock Hill through May 1978, Low Country
photographs, and photographs of National Register sites in the
state. A new exhibit of fossils is in preparation.

No, this article has nothing to do with restoration of an old
railroad station (although in many places that is a historic
preservation topic of great interest). It concerns the Museum
Commission's storage facility at 1132-34 Bull Street. For some
time the building was known variously as "the old gallery
building," "the old photo studio," and "the building next to the
Workshop Theatre,'; but the staff soon tired of such cumbersome
handles and dubbed the building the "depot." Last July the
long-awaited transfer of the collections took place, and in the
following month exhibits were mounted in the two large display
windows facing Bull Street. These exhibits feature a changing
selection of interesting items from the history and natural history
collections.

These shows are currently circulating to many exhibit places
in South Carolina. If you are interested in sponsoring a traveling
exhibit in a secure place in your town, please contact Hedy
Hartman at the SCMC for details.

In the depot the Museum Commission has for the first time a
storage facility with adequate environmental controls and
security devices to preserve and safeguard the articles entrusted to
its care.

Traveling
Exhibit Program

Museum Shorts
Dennis Lawson, administrator of Drayton Hall, announces
that the famous mansion is now open daily from 10:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m., with conducted tours every hour on the hour. The
admission fee for adults is $3.00, for students $2.00, but by
showing your membership cards, you lucky National Trust
members will get in free.
Another house well worth visiting is the John Mark Verdier
House, an outstanding example of Federal-style architecture in
Beaufort, open Wednesday through Saturday, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. Adults $1.00; children $.50. The house represents the home
of a successful merchant and planter of the early 1800's.
With vacation time just around the corner, the Joe Weatherly
Stock Car Museum in Darlington has gone to its summer hours,
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. every day. Since last year more than
3,000 additional square feet have been added to the museum,
meaning more exhibit space for. you to enjoy. The newest
attraetion will literally take you for a ride. Climb into a cut-away
portion of Richard Petty's Dodge race car and take two laps
around the Darlington Raceway in the simulator, complete with
bumps, vibration, and the roar of the engine.
The WCSC Broadcast Museum in Charleston has also
expanded, with a new room devoted to pre-broadcast audio and
video devices. Many new exhibits have been put in, including a
section on mechanized home entertainment, featuring
phonographs, gramaphones, and magic lanterns, the latter on loan
from Mr. Kenneth Hanson of Clearwater, Florida.
How were things in the good old days? To find out, head for
Kings Mountain National Military Park in June, when the living
history program gets under way on Saturdays and Sundays, 11 :00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. In addition to your battlefield tour, you can
get a first-hand look at how our ancestors lived and fought.

Rudy Mancke, the Commission's curator of natural history. The
brochure pictures and describes the most common species of
poisonous and non-poisonous snakes found in our state, gives
helpful tips on how to identify them, and advises on how to treat
snakebite. The public response to the brochure has been so great
that the Commission has ordered a second printing. There are still
plenty of copies left, so if you would like one, send fifty cents
and a thirteen-cent stamp to "Snake Brochure," care of the S. C.
Museum Commission, Box 11296, Columbia, SC 29211.

Exhibits Underway
If you happen to be visiting the State House or the Archives
this spring, you can enjoy the lively exhibits created by the
Commission's new exhibit preparator, Mr. Rick Baty.
Rick hails originally from Greenville, where he studied for
four years at the Greenville County Museum School of Art before
coming to Columbia and USC. For the last several years he has
worked as a free-lance commercial artist in the Columbia area, a
career he will continue since his duties with the Commission are
on a part-time basis.
With Mr. Baty on the staff, fresh exhibits of objects relating
to the history, natural history, and science of our state will be
appearing frequently in the Archives Building and in the State
House lobby.
Among the items displayed will be fossils, taxidermy
specimens, artifacts recovered from archeological sites, ceramics,
glassware, firearms, baskets, navigational instruments, lighting
devices, and many other objects drawn from the growing
collections of the Museum Commission as well as from the
holdings of the Institute of Archeology and Anthropology.
Next time you are in Columbia, drop by and give us a look.

Snakes Alive!
Last spring the Museum Commission published its attractive
color brochure Common Snakes of South Carolina, written by

Museum Happenings
Around The State
DesiQiled to keep readers in
the Museum Happenings column
we print information on special
by museums and museum..-elated

touch with museum activities statewide,
is a regular feature of our newsletter. In it
events, exhibits, and programs sent to us
institutions in our state.

University of South Carolina
Aiken
April 3-28
First Annual Student Art Exhibition
Anderson County Arts Center
Anderson
April6-23
S. C. State Art Collection, miscellaneous works
Chartes Towne Landing 1670
Charleston
Apri15
Anniversary Day. Commemorating the 308th year of settlement, a
day of sPecial entertainment and programs. Free admission.
May 6-7
Colonial Crops and Crafts. A festival of agricultural practices and
related crafts based on early Charles Towne settlers' records.

Gibbes Art Gallery
Charleston
April1-9
Exhibit: Shadows- Jane ll)llner
April 1-16
Exhibit: John Mciver- Watercolors
Exhibit: Bette Lee Coburn - Recent Works
April 4-June 11
Hirshhorn Sculpture Show
April 19-May 14
Exhibit: Robert Eagerton - drawings, acrylics, prints
Exhibit: George Englert - acrylics
May 25-June 11
Spoleto Exhibits:
American Painting 1900-1925
Serigraphs: Robert Indiana
Paintings by Giuseppe De Gregorio
Posters by Jean-Michel Folon
Hirshhorn Sculpture Show
Still photos from Visconti films
Post-Courier Museum
Charleston
A graphic display of the history of Charleston's two newspapers and
demonstrations of how newspapers have been produced over the years.
Located at King and Columbus Streets. Open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
admission free. GroupS should make prior arrangements by calling
577-7111.

Presbyterian College - James H. Thomason Gallery
Clinton
Greenville County Museum of Art
Greenville

Apri11·30
Student Exhibit

April 5-23
Third Annual Curator's Choice. Paintings by Fred Wood, graphics
by Jeanet E. Dreskin, and crafts by Marvin Taylor.

University of South Carolina - McKissick Library
Columbia
April 1·20 (Art Gallery)
Student Competition

April 5-May 28
Greenville Artists Guild 42nd Annual Juried Exhibition. Works in all
media by professional and amateur artists from the Piedmont
region of the state.

April 1·28 (Video Gallery)
Student Video Show
April 1-30 (Revolving Exhibit Area)
The Smell and the Very Small: A Glimpse of the World through the
Electron Microscope
April 1-June 30 (Archives)
Women at Carolina

May 6-28
Piedmont Graphics 15th Annual Exhibition. Works in all graphic
media from eleven Southeastern states.

April 3·23 (Art Gallery)
Lafaye/Teed Exhibit

South Carolina State College- Whittaker Gallery
Orangeburg

April 24-May 18 (Art Gallery)
Experimental Sculpture by Chris Robinson

April 1-15
Lev T. Mills: Printmaker

May 24-June 22 (Art Gallery)
USC Regional Campus Faculty Show

April 22-May 8
Annual Art Student's Show

Erskine College Exhibition Center
Due West

Museum of York County
Rock Hill

Apri13·22
Watercolor Monotypes by Sid nee Livingston

Apri11-30
State Painting Collection, courtesy of S. C. Museum Commission

Florence Museum
Florence

April 14-16
Come See Me Weekend. Planetarium shows, Catawba pottery
demonstrations, patio art show and sale, live animal shows, free
film "Norman Rockwell's World."

Apri14·20
Flora Exotica, prints by Jacques Hnizdovski
April 21-May 21
25th Pee Dee Regional Art Exhibition

The Gallery
Spartanburg
March 19-April 14
Exhibit: Jill Flink- realistic gr.aphic works

May 1·31
A Pressing Engagement: The History of the Tailor's Iron
May S·August 19
The Drug Scene,
Department

April 5-May 31
An Artist Collects. Outstanding drawings from the collection of
Jasper Johns.

in cooperation with the

Florence Police

June 1·30
Whale Watching with the San Diego Museum (photographs)

April 23-May 19
Exhibit: Buddy Folk - realistic and
serigraphs

abstract watercolors and

May 28-June 23
Invitational Batik Show, featuring the works of Leo Twiggs, Nancy
Varnell, Ellen Zahorec and Robin Winter

June 12-July 16
San Francisco Batik Artists

Sumter Gallery of Art
Sumter

Francis Marion College - Smith College Center
Florence
March 28-April 10
Recent Works by Lynn Hogin

April9·30
Young People's Exhibit

April 11·24
Works by Students of Lynn Hogin

May 7·28
Work of Edward Lewis and Gaff Reed

April 22
Art's Alive: Pee Dee Festival of the Arts. Sponsored by Florence
Chamber of Commerce. (College Campus)

June 4·25
Sumter Artists' Guild Winners Award Show

April 25-May 13
Works by Students of Steven Gately
Rice Museum
Georgetown
April 30-May 21
Georgetown Photographic Salon (Lowland Fling)

Union County Historical Foundation Museum
Union
April, May, June
A number of special exhibits including dolls, antique bottles and
china, and the table on which the Ordinance of Secession was
drafted. Open Wednesdays and Fridays 10-12 a.m., 3-5 p.m. and
Sundays 3·5 p.m. Located at corner of E. Main and s. Church
Streets.

South Carolina
Museum Commission
P. 0. Box 11296
Columbia, S. C. 29211

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
Please send us your address changes on cards
available at the post office. Undelivered
letters are returned to us at a cost of 2S cents
each. Thank you for helping us cut expenses.

Bulk Rate
U.S. Postage

PAID
Columbia, S.C.
Permit No. 1354

South Carolina State Library
1500 Senate St.
P. 0 . Box 11469
Columbia, S. c. 29211

