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INTRODUCTION 

There is set forth herein, at the request of the House Committee to 
Study Present and Future Needs of the State Parks, certain data as to 

History 

Annual Attendance and Use 

Estimated Values of Lands and Facilities 

Immediate and Long Range Needs of the State Parks. 

There are presently 17 all-white state parks; one all-Negro state 
park and five state parks with separate white and Negro areas. The state 
historical areas are not included in these figures. 

* * * 
When the U. S. Government conducted its first census, in 1790, it 

found only four percent of Americans lived in cities. In South Carolina 
the percentage was even lower. 

For the 96 percent rural population, the idea of a grand holiday was 
a trip to town to enjoy the noise and excitement of commerce and crowds. 

Now, 174 years later, 981,386 South Carolinians live in cities and 
suburbs, (according to the 1960 census) and in their leisure time they 
have a mighty urge to get away from the city to the unspoiled countryside, 
and often to a state park. 

Major upgrading and expansion of state park facilities are necessary 
to meet the needs of state park visitors today and tomorrow. 
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HISTORY 

The state park movement in South Carolina was a "grass roots" 
movement. The very first tract of land was to be developed into a state 
park and into a state park system came about by being purchased with 
dollars, dimes and nickles contributed by the people themselves-men, 
women and children of the Cheraw community of Chesterfield County. 
This was in March, 1934. 

The need for state parks in South Carolina had already made itself 
felt prior to 1934 and the subject was discussed in school groups, women's 
clubs and govermental circles. However, the purchase of 706 acres of sand
hill land just south of Cheraw marked the first positive step. 

These 706 acres soon grew into 7,361 with the acquisition of additional 
acreage from the Federal Government, and Cheraw State Park is still the 
largest in the state. 

Again in 1934, encouraged by the Cheraw action, citizens of Aiken 
in July donated to the State 1,067 acres that were to become Aiken State 
Park; in August the Myrtle Beach Farms Company gave 312 acres for the 
Myrtle Beach State Park; also that same month Sumter County gave 
1,000 acres for Poinsett State Park; in October the Charleston Water 
Works deeded 1,235 acres in Dorchester and Colleton Counties for Givhans 
Ferry State Park, and in November 6,141 acres in York and Cherokee 
Counties came from the Federal Government for Kings Mountain State 
Park. 

The next year, 1935, six additional tracts in Chester, Charleston 
(Edisto Beach), Lee, Oconee, Greenville (Paris Mountain), and Pickens 
(Table Rock), embracing total acreages of 9,917 acres, were donated for 
state parks. 

No new areas were acquired in 1936, but in 1937 Barnwell County gave 
land for Barnwell State Park and the Columbia Sesquicentennial Com
mission purchased 1,500 acres of land with left over funds and established 
Sesquicentennial State Park near Columbia. 

Again in 1938 acreage on the "Buzzard Roost" impoundment of the 
Saluda River was donated for Greenwood State Park, and Beaufort County 
acquired one of its famous sea islands for Hunting Island State Park. 

Thousands and thousands of dollars came from emergency relief funds 
from 1934 to 1941 to give South Carolina a valuable system of state parks. 
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Thus the lands were donated and the Federal Government financed the 
facility development and there was a very minimum of state appropriated 
funds for capital improvements. 

Pearl Harbor came in December, 1941, but even so, Orangeburg 
County acquired 2,764 acres on the new Santee-Cooper development for 
Santee State Park and in 1945 the Rivers Bridge Confederate Memorial 
Association turned over their historic battleground holdings for a state 
park. 

In these eleven years 18 areas embracing 37,500 acres, were donated 
without cost to the state for development as state parks. 

Not until the purchase of 7,088 acres of the Camp Croft surplus 
holdings in May of 1949 did any appropriated funds go to the purchase 
of acreage for a state park. 

Late comers like Andrew Jackson, Little Pee Dee, Pleasant Ridge 
and Huntington Beach were donations by Lancaster, Dillon and Greenville 
Counties, and by Mrs. Anne Hyatt Huntington and the Brookgreen 
Trustees. 

While state appropriated funds were used here and there to round 
out certain state park boundaries, 22 of the 23 state park tracts were 
donated to the state by counties, cities, holding companies, individuals and 
the Federal Government. Only Croft was a direct purchase, and that at 
SO% of fair value, with as assist from Spartanburg County in supplement
ing state funds. 

The above does not include the Colleton Wayside park nor the seven 
historical areas. 

During these years 1934-1963 more than fifty million park visitors 
have found outdoor recreation and enjoyment in these natural areas and 
the total valuation of these properties exceeds twelve million dollars. 

The attendance at state parks first reached the one-million total in 
1942; the two-million figure in 1950, three-million in 1952, and has 
maintained approximately this total each year since. 

The leveling off of attendance around the three-million mark is due 
largely to the fact that there have been few additions of new areas or 
developments, and practically no major expansion of facilities in existing 
state parks. 

In this respect South Carolina is lagging behind the progress other 
Southeastern states are making in their state park systems. 
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RECAPITULATION OF STATE PARK VALUES'# 
Included in 

Land Values Water Buildings Roads 
Total Land are Timber Da111s & & Total 

State Park Acres Value Values of- Lalles Structures Utilities Bridges Vahtes 

Aiken 1,067 $ 125,000 $ 50,000 $ 18,750 $ 29,500 $ 6,150 $ 12,500 $ 191,900 
Andrew Jackson 360 35,000 3,000 47,750 4,500 7,500 94,750 
Barnwell . . ......... . . 307 30,000 5,000 25,000 51,000 5,500 10,000 121,500 
Cheraw 7,361 735,000 225,000 130,000 282,500 65,000 42,000 1,254,500 
Campbell Lake .. .. . so 2,500 10,000 20.000 5,000 1,000 38,500 
Chester 523 100,000 40,000 55,000 34,000 12,000 10,000 211,000 
Croft 7,088 700,000 75,000 80,000 9.000 5,000 6,000 800,000 
Edisto Beach 1,255 200,000 9,000 75,850 7,500 10,000 293,350 
Givhans Ferry ....... . . 1,235 150,000 85,000 57,100 8,250 6,000 221,350 
Greenwood 914 180,000 90,000 85,500 23,000 15,000 303,500 
Hunting Island .......... 5,000 500,000 75,000 109,200 13,500 50,000 672,700 
Huntington Beach ..... 2,500 750,000 40,000 10,000 100,000 3,000 25,000 888,000 ..,. Kings Mountain ...... . . 6,141 850,000 225,000 240,000 278,500 30,000 80,000 1,478,500 
Lee .... .. . 2,839 215,000 75,000 3,000 48,600 11,500 25,000 303,100 
Little Pee Dee ..... ... . 835 87,000 13,000 25,000 39,500 7,000 15,000 173,500 
Myrtle Beach ....... . .. 312 1,570,000 90,000 255,600 40,000 12,000 1,877,600 
Oconee . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,165 200,000 70,000 30,000 174,500 35,000 40,000 479,500 
Paris Mountain •• • •• 0 1,275 250,000 35,000 180,000 108,500 20,500 35,000 594,000 
Pleasant Ridge 300 20,000 5,000 7,500 44,000 8,500 10,000 90,000 
Poinsett 1,000 145,000 45,000 35,500 89,000 27,000 20,000 316,500 
Burnt Gin-Mill Creek 85 4,250 50,000 80,000 20,000 6,000 160,250 
Rivers Bridge 390 30,000 10,000 64,200 5,500 7,500 107,200 
Santee 2,364 435,000 200,000 30,000 58,200 7,000 50,000 580,200 
Sesquicentennial . . . . . . . . 1,445 300,000 30,000 55,000 54,750 24,000 10,000 443,750 
Table Rock . . . . . . 2,860 255,000 50,000 95,000 175,750 20,000 21,000 566,750 

---
TOTAL 48,681 $ 7,875,500 $ 1,545,000 $ 1,079,750 $ 2,372,500 $ 414,400 $ 526,500 $12,268,650 

*Values are estimates only. It should be realized that "total values" are the combined totals of the several classifications and that the elimination of 
any one classification reduces the total value by a greater amount than the value of that individual classification. For example, the removal of $11-h-million 
of "timber" from "land" reduces land value by a much greater degree than $1~-million. 

The timber value is difficult to appraise. It is not practical to cruise th~ total state park acreage and there is the question of how much of the area 
or what species and ages are to be considered. Much of the state park timber is more valuable in place than when cut down and removed. 



SUMMARY OF STATE PARK USE-JULY 1, 1962 - JUNE 30, 1963 
Cabin Days Cabin Group T ents& 01tt-of- Total Total 

Name of Parll Ocwpied Ocwpants Camps Trailers Fish cr111cn Pic11ickcrs Swimmers State Cars Cars Visitors 

Aiken 129 698 1,082 2,582 53,662 8,233 776 16,040 71,197 
Andrew J akson ..... . . . . . . . . 11,129 2,591 7,067 27,733 
Barnwell ..... .. . 1,006 1,193 37,905 6,419 332 13,998 63,192 
Cheraw . .. . . . . . . . . 376 2,916 13,250 6,958 14,185 65,500 51,694 10,295 43,867 227,330 

Campbell Lake (N) . . . . . . . . 763 9,057 4,114 599 3,062 15,400 
Chester .... . . . . ... .. .. 0 • • • • • 123 1,142 11,665 1,056 10,392 40,958 
Croft ..... 
Edisto . .. ..... 
Givhans Ferry 271 1,772 . . .... . 3,296 23,271 8,519 1,224 10,775 41 ,862 
Greenwood • • • 0 • • • • 12,390 14,803 65,029 6,969 1,697 38,203 192,430 

Greenwood (N) • • • • • 0 • • 1,901 6,192 117 3,450 17,004 
Hunting Island 606 3,389 .... . . 12,019 14,689 70,395 80,636 11,196 64,284 246,386 
Huntington Beach . . . . . . . 1,725 4,870 3,820 240 3,872 15,408 

Hunting Island (N) 21 119 2,197 2,895 2,165 1,242 9,329 47,119 
U'l Huntington Beach (N) 3,732 20,628 11,374 911 9,870 52,235 

Kings Mountain 28,095 5,936 220 70,512 10,691 36,230 53,165 252,257 
Lee .. . ...... .. .. .. . . 70 349 840 2,205 7,800 5,040 250 6,025 25,100 
Little Pee Dee . . . . . .. .. . . 3,123 2,519 21,379 8,906 1,571 15,687 47,891 
Myrtle Beach . .. .. . . 821 4,815 • • 0 • • • • • 103,965 22,639 63,155 72,526 54,052 162,318 650,564 
Oconee .. . .. . .. . . . . . . 1,508 8,842 6,027 411 20,314 24,626 581 18,459 73,753 
Old Dorchester 1,136 7,794 30,990 
Paris Mountain 4,262 1,146 109,101 21 ,550 1,856 63,658 353,551 

Pleasant Ridge (N) 28 160 514 371 9,191 1,318 287 4,047 17,782 
Poinsett 159 1,062 4,281 2,527 238 100,059 14,959 3,471 28,103 124,081 

Mill Creek (N) 4,160 211 12,426 9,586 85 3,610 26,409 
Rivers Bridge 1,542 523 24,218 11 ,505 499 10,959 41 ,987 
Santee 219 1,311 .... . 4,734 10,429 23 ,825 11 ,022 2,439 14,127 64,074 
Sesquicentennial . . . . ... . . . . 7,266 1,668 134,006 52,995 20,749 75,826 302,466 
Table Rock ....... . . 1,404 9,152 .. .. 12,453 2,268 96,229 37,077 4,094 45,979 207,743 
Colleton Wayside ... . 408 20,670 4,967 9,245 29,599 

---
TOTAL .. ..... . 5,612 34,585 54,048 187,355 102,614 1,095,484 465,743 164,543 753,211 3,306,501 

(N)-Negro 



Aiken State Park 

Waters of the South Fork of the Edisto River and three spring fed 
lakes offer a variety of water sports, including fishing, boating and swim
ming. Winding drives lead from pine-clad sandhills, in and out through 
woodlands to the low banks of the river. Because of the diversity of the 
soils, there is a wide variety of plant life along the route as it circles 
through the park. 

Aiken State Park has always been popular for picnicking parties and 
many families reserve the facilities a year ahead for their annual reunions. 

Indians, Spanish explorers, \Vhig and Tory battles, and fighting in 
the War of the Confederacy all played a part in the history of this section. 

The Savannah River Project of the Atomic Energy Commission is 
nearby. 
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AIKEN STATE PARK 

Located: 18 miles east of Aiken off S. C. 215 and U. S. 78. 
On the South Edisto River, with three lakes in the park; pinedad 
sandhills. Historical interests. 

Acquired: July, 1934. Open to Public: August, 1936. 

Title: Fee simple. 

Total Acres: Land and \Vater 1,067. 

Percentage in active recreation use : 30% . 

Swimming area: Wholly within park. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, boating, fishing, cabins, camping and 
nature trails. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 71,197. 

Values: Land 1,047 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures . . 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

. $ 125,000.00 
18,750.00 
50,000.00 
29,500.00 
6,150.00 

12,500.00 

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... $ 191,900.00 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

Residence .... $ 13,000.00 
Family camping area, General upgrading of 

fishing cabins, Water and sewer systems . 12,000.00 
Parking areas . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000.00 $ 27,000.00 

LoNG RANGE: 

Five fishing cabins ........... . .... . ... . $ 
Three latrines . . . . . ... .. . . . . . .. .... . . 
Two shelters (small) ........ ... .... . .. . 
Boat landing basin . . . ..... . 

Land Acquisition (next to bathhouse) -SO acres 

15,000.00 
12,000.00 
2,000.00 
3,000.00 $ 32,000.00 

@ $100.00 . . . . . . . . . . .... . .. . ... $ 5,000.00 $ 5,000.00 

$ 64,000.00 
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Andrew Jackson State Park 

The only native South Carolinian to become President of the United 
States was born in Lancaster District, in the land of Waxhaws, on March 
15, 1767. Andrew Jackson State Historical Park embraces the site of the 
birthplace of the 7th President. 

There are no physical remains of the cabin of James and Jane Craw
ford, Uncle and Aunt of Andrew Jackson. Mrs. Jackson, recently widowed 
by the death of Andrew's father, journeyed to the home of her sister Jane 
Hutchinson Crawford for the birth of her third son. 

A granite monument erected by the DAR is at the far end of a grass 
lawn in front of the museum. 

The state park is principally an area of visitation for a study of the 
documents, exhibits and artifacts of the Jackson period-the frontier land 
during Revolutionary times. 

The museum is open daily, except on Mondays, during daylight hours. 
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ANDREW JACKSON STATE PARK 

Located: 8 miles north of Lancaster on uS 521. 
Area embraces birthplace of seventh President of the United 
States. 

Acquired: April, 1953. Open to public: March, 1957. 

Title: Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and \i\Tater 360. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 33 %. 

Swim111ing area: 1'\ o swimming. 

Facilities: Museum. 

Attendance: Fiscal year 1962-63, 27,733. 

Values: Land 360 acres 
Timber included in land value 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

$ 

TOTAL ....... $ 

NEED S 
IMMEDIATE: 

upgrading entrance-Rail fence 
Entrance gate (grading entrance 

ing by highway dept.) 
and fill

$ 850.00 

35,000.00 
3,000.00 

47,750.00 
4,500.00 
7,500.00 

-

94,750.00 

Work shop and tool room 4,000.00 $ 4,850.00 

LONG RANGE: 

Second residence 
Small lake at entrance 
Old tavern at entrance 
Fireproof annex to museum 
Development of village street and buildings 
Development of Indian Village on Waxhaw 

Creek 
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$ 15,000.00 
10,000.00 
15,000.00 
20,000.00 
20,000.00 

50,000.00 $130,000.00 

$134,850.00 



Barnwell State Park 

What the park lacks in size it makes up in activity. The wooded and 
flowered area is a mecca for families from the half dozen surrounding 
towns and the overnight stop for camping families from far away places. 

Family reunions are held in the spacious Community Recreation 
Building or in one of the several picnic shelters. 

The park is well located in that it places recreational facilities within 
easy reach of persons in half-a-dozen towns surrounding the park which 
have no recreation facilities of their own. 

Historically the area of the park lies within the section covered by 
Sherman in his march to the sea in the early part of 1865. 
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BARNWELL STATE PARK 

Located: 3 miles south of Blackville on S. C. 3. 
Family picnics and gatherings popular; large community recrea
tion building; family camping. 

Acquired: July, 1937. 0 pen to public: August, 1939. 

Title: Fee simple. 

Total Acres: Land and \Vater 307. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 60%. 

Swimming area: ·wholly within park. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, boating, fishing, camping and nature 
trails. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 63,192. 

Values: Land 27 5 acres 
\Vater, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land value 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

TOTAL 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

$ 30,000.00 
25,000.00 

5,000.00 
51,000.00 

5,500.00 
10,000.00 

.. $ 121 ,500.00 

Upgrading quality of lake water to improve 
swimming ...... $ 10,000.00 

Expand camping area; add latrine-wash 
house 8,000.00 $ 18,000.00 

LoNG RANGE: 

Swimming pool . $ 50,000.00 
Picnic area-complete 10,000.00 $ 60,000.00 

Land Acquisition: 100 acres @ $200.00 .. $ 20,000.00 $ 20,000.00 

$ 98,000.00 
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Cheraw State Park 

Citizens of the area purchased 706 acres, adjacent to and nearly sur
rounded by a larger area of 6,832 acres purchased by the U. S. Govern
ment and developed by the National Park Service in its efforts to provide 
a recreation area, and as an extension of the State Park. 

This section, in the sandhills near the fall line, where vegetation is 
sparse, is a good example of the conversion of agriculturally unproductive 
lands into public usefullness. 

Cheraw State Park, the oldest and largest of South Carolina's state 
parks, required more than five years for construction by hundreds of CCC 
boys and a large staff of engineers, park planners and others. Its develop
ment included all facilities generally found in well equipped state parks. 

The name Cheraw is of Indian origin and means Fire Town. The 
town of Cheraw, 4 miles north of the park is said to be the site of an old 
Indian Village. 
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CHERAW STATE PARK 

Location: 4 miles southwest of Cheraw on U. S. 1 and U. S. 52. 
The largest state park in South Carolina. Here in 1934 the first 
land was acquired for development for a state park. 

Acquired: March, 1934. Opened to public: July, 1939. 

Title: Fee simple and Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and \Vater 7,361. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 40 % 

Swimming area: Wholly within park. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, boating, fishing, family camping, group 
camping, family cabins, recreation building. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 227,330 white. 

Values: Land 7,033 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land value 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

TOTAL 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

General upgrading-extensive facilities
Group camps-water and sewer lines-

... . $ 735,000.00 
130,000.00 
225,000.00 
282,500.00 

65,000.00 
42,000.00 

. $ 1,254,500.00 

water supply tank-picnic areas ........ $ 50,000.00 $ 50,000.00 

LoNG RANGE: 

10 cabins-including one group cabin 
Enlarge family camping-10 sites 
One residence 
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$ 64,000.00 
3,000.00 

13,000.00 $ 80,000.00 

$130,000.00 



Campbell Lake State Park 

Campbell Lake State Park was developed for 1\egro use and is part 
of Cheraw State Park. The area is part of, and is surrounded by the Sand 
Hills State Forest. 

Pine-covered sandhills and a clear lake are the chief attractions. A 
picturesque stand of cypress trees grows in the far reaches of the lake. 

The lands for Campbell Lake State Park, like Cheraw State Park, 
came to state ownership from the federal government. 
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CAMPBELL LAKE STATE PARK 

Located: 10 miles south of Cheraw on U. S. Highway No. 1. 

Acquired: 1946. Opened to public: 1947. 

Title: Title in Division of Forestry; State Parks Division administers 
recreation facilities. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 50. 

Percentage in active recreation 1tse: 100 'Yo . 

Swimming area: Wholly within park. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, fishing, boating, camping. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 15,400. 

Values: Land 40 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

$ 2,500.00 
10,000.00 

20,000.00 
5,000.00 
1,000.00 

TOTAL .. .. . .. . . . .... .... $ 38,500.00 

IMMEDIATE: 

Family camping area 
Picnic area complete 
Swimming improvement 
P lay field 

NEEDS 

. . . . ... . . .... $ 10,000.00 
5,000.00 
2,000.00 
3,000.00 
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Chester State Park 

The park embraces 523 acres of wooded hills and rolling lands and a 
160-acre lake. 

The communities in the area surrounding the park are largely indus
trial and Chester State Park provides release for hundreds of families shut 
up daily in manufacturing plants. 

The lands on which the park is located were productive in early 
times-so rich that the owners forgot the needs of the soil and worked it 
to exhaustion in piling up fortunes in cotton. Depleted for many years, it 
has been reforested and given back to all the people for the riches of 
healthful outdoor recreation. 

In the Chester State Park the plan of Nature to restore the land 
with intelligent assistance by man, is well shown. 
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CHESTER STATE PARK 

Located: 3 miles southwest of Chester on S. C. 72. 
Picnicking is a favorite activity at this park. 

Acquired: May, 1935. Opened to public: July, 1939. 

Title: Fee simple and Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 523. 

Percentage in active recreation use: SO % 

Swimming area: No swimming. 

Facilities: Picnicking, boating, fishing, family camping, recreation building. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 40,959. 

Values: Land 362 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

$ 100,000.00 
55,000.00 
40,000.00 
34,000.00 
12,000.00 
10,000.00 

TOTAL ...... . ............ . $ 211,000.00 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

Upgrade camping area and picnic area 
One additional latrine 
Recreational building * 

* Money in hand for this facility. 
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. $ 10,000.00 
6,000.00 

*24,000.00 $ 16,000.00 



Croft State Park 

During World War II, Camp Croft spread over thousands of acres 
in lower Spartanburg County, and at the close of hostilities the area was 
declared surplus to military needs. 

An alert group of local citizens arranged for the transfer of 7,088 
acres from the Federal Government to the state, with a price tag of 50% 
of fair value and the condition that the use be limited to "public park, 
recreational and forestry purposes". 

The area acquired embraces rolling hills, rocky streams, and a mixture 
of pine and hardwood forests. Especially picturesque are the enormous 
oaks on knolls marking the site of old homesteads, and which provide, 
practically ready made, desirable picnic areas-all along a winding loop 
road. 

The area is still under development and at this time the dam, impound
ing the waters of Kelsoe Creek, is nearing completion, to create a 150-acre 
lake. 
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CROFT STATE PARK 

Located: 5 miles southeast of Spartanburg, between county road 34 and 
S. C. 56, utilizing a portion of old Camp Croft Military Area. 

Acquired: May, 1949. Opened to public: Under construction. 

Title: Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 7,088. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 35 % 

Swimming area: Wholly within park. 

Facilities: Under construction. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, none. 

Values: Land 7,088 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

TOTAL 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

Two residences 

. $ 700,000.00 
80,000.00 
75,000.00 
9,000.00 
5,000.00 
6,000.00 

. $ 800,000.00 

. $ 25,000.00 
Shops and work center 
Two picnic areas-complete 
Family camping area 

. . . . . . 9,000.00 
. . . . . . . . 12,000.00 

10,000.00 $ 56,000.00 

LoNG RANGE: 

Community Building . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... $ 24,000.00 
Two additional picnic areas . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,000.00 
Complete group camp-(winterized) . . . . 150,000.00 $186,000.00 

$242,000.00 
Road system by Highway Department. 
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Edisto Beach State Park 

For recreational, historical and scientific interest Edisto Beach State 
Park is unsurpassed by any other of the state parks. It boasts some of the 
tallest palmettos in the state. They rise majestically above the semi-tropical 
undergrowth and reach to the very edge of the ocean strand. 

The beach, once confronted by the problems of erosion, now stretches 
white and smooth along 2;0 miles of Atlantic Coastline. A timbered groin, 
placed near the southern boundary of the park at the main highway has 
caused a constant build-up of the shoreline. The bathhouse, once threatened 
by the incoming tide, is now protected by a wide accumulation of sand 
and shells. 

Each changing tide brings in another deposit of seashells to a beach 
which long has been noted for its abundance of shells. 

Indians made their homes on Edisto and gave the island its name. 
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EDISTO BEACH STATE PARK 

Located: 20 miles south of Adams Run on S. C. 174. 
Historical and scientific interest. Ocean front recreational area. 

Acquired: February, 1935. Opened to public: June, 1937. Closed: Feb-
ruary, 1956. 

Title: Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 1,255. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 33 1/ 3% . 

Swimming area: On public waters. 

Facilities : Picnicking, fishing, swimming, family cabins. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63-none-Park closed. 

Valu es: Land 1,255 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 200,000.00 
Water, dams, lakes ....... . 
Timber included in land values 
Building and structures . ....... .... . 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

9,000.00 
75,850.00 

7,500.00 
10,000.00 

TOTAL . . . . . ..... $ 293,350.00 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

Upgrading all facilities ....... . . . ... . .. $ 35,000.00 $ 35,000.00 

LoNG RANGE: 

Family camping 
10 Beach cottages ... .. ... . 

.$ 15,000.00 
60,000.00 
12,000.00 
10,000.00 

2 Picnic areas ...... . ........ . .... .. .. . 
Shell Museum . .. ... . . .... . ... . . .. .. . 

Road paving by Highway Department. 

21 

$ 97,000.00 

$132,000.00 



Givhans Ferry State Park 

Here was a ferry which gave its name to the park. Before railroads 
and highways this was the chief crossing of the Edisto River between the 
upper western part of the state and the City of Charleston. Before its day 
as a ferry, there was a ford here on the famous Charles Town-Savannah 
Town-Augusta Indian Path along which traders went into the Creek 
territory of Georgia. 

The high bluffs overlooking the river are covered with great trees
many of which are draped with gray Spanish moss. 

In the swift dark waters of the Edisto are the finest game fish-the 
black bass, the redbreast and the bluegill bream-and the spring run of the 
shad has been famous for generations. 
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GIVHANS FERRY STATE PARK 

Located: 15 miles west of Summerville on S. C. 61. 
On high bluff overlooking Edisto River. 

Acquired: October, 1934. Opened to public: June, 1937. 

Title: Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 1,235. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 30% 

Swimming area: On public waters. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, boating, fishing, family cabins, family 
camping, recreation building. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 41,862. 

Values: Land 1,235 acres ... 
\Vater, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

TOTAL 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

$ 150,000.00 
.. . . .. 

85,000.00 
57,100.00 
8,250.00 
6,000.00 

-

. $ 221 ,350.00 

Residence ...................... $ 13,000.00 
Upgrading family camping area 
Picnic areas 
Boat launching ramp 

LoNG RANGE: 

10 cabins 
1 picnic area, complete 
Swimming pool 

Road paving by Highway Department. 
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8,000.00 
5,000.00 
2,500.00 

.$ 60,000.00 
8,000.00 

$ 28,500.00 

50,000.00 $118,000.00 

$146,500.00 



Greenwood State Park 

Greenwood State Park came into being with the impoundment of Lake 
Greenwood. The park area occupies half a dozen peninsulas with irregular 
shorelines bordering the broad expanse of the big lake. A thousand acres 
of rolling forested hills combine with the water to make Greenwood State 
Park one of the finest areas in the state park system. 

Historic Ninety Six is close by on the old Indian Keowee Path, 
ninety-six miles away from the northwestern end. The upper terminus of 
this old Indian trail is in present day Oconee County near Oconee State 
Park. 

Lake Greenwood holds great attraction for the boating fraternity and 
thousands come with cars, boats and trailers. Some to fish, others to ski 
and all to enjoy the waters of the lake. The splendid family camping area 
at the state park provides space for family and car with boat docking 
area adjoining. 
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GREENWOOD STATE PARK 

Located: 17 miles east of Greenwood on S. C. 702. 
Located on five peninsulas jutting into the waters of Lake Green
wood. 

Acquired: April, 1938. Opened to public: July, 1940. 

Title: Fee simple. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 914. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 40% . 

Swimming area: On public waters. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, boating, fishing, family camping, launch
ing ramp. 

Attendance : Fiscal Year 1962-63, 192,430. 

Values : Land 914 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures ..... . ..... . . . 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges .............. . 

$ 180,000.00 

90,000.00 
85,500.00 
23,000.00 
15,000.00 

TOTAL ... $ 303,500.00 

IMMEDIATE: 

Upgrading picnic area 
Complete entrance 

NEEDS 

.$ 3,000.00 
2,000.00 

Second family camping area . . . . . . . . . . 18,000.00 $ 23,000.00 

LoNG RANGE: 

5 vacation cabins . . . . . . . . . . . ......... $ 30,000.00 
Recreation building . . . . 30,000.00 
Marina and launching ramp . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,000.00 $ 68,000.00 

$ 91 ,000.00 

Land Acquisition: 200 acres @ $100.00 . . $ 20,000.00 $ 20,000.00 

$111,000.00 
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Greenwood State Park-Negro Area 

Located on well forested peninsula on shores of Lake Greenwood. Has 
advantages of rolling hills and deep coves, offering opportunities for active 
recreation, both on shore and on waters of the large impoundment. The 
area is popular for family reunions and holiday gatherings. 

Located: 17 miles east of Greenwood on S. C. 702, on Lake Greenwood. 
Acquired: April, 1938. Opened to Public: July, 1940. 
Title: Fee simple. 
Total Acres: Land and Water ISO acres of the 914 total. 
Percentage in active recreation use: SOo/a. 
Swimming area: On public waters. 
Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, boating, fishing, camping, boat landing. 
Atte11dance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 17,004. 
Values: Land, acres 

IMMEDIATE : 
Playfield 
Enlarge picnic area 
Boat launching ramp 
Upgrade bathing beach 

NEEDS 

.. . $ . 

$ 2,000.00 
2,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 

* 

$ 6,000.00 

*All values incorporated in the report of the Greenwood State Park white area. 
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Hunting Island State Park 
Negro Area 

. ,, .. -. -!ft'Jtlf•'t cj.t~f'-

fr 
Located: 16 miles southeast of Beaufort at the end of U. S. 21. 

This barrier island possesses unusual scenic beauty in its 
live oaks, palmettos, and pines in a semi-tropical setting. 

virgin growth of 

Acquired: July, 1938. Opened to Public: June, 1941. 
Title: Reversionary. 
Total Acres: Land and Water, portion of total acreage. 
Percentage in active 1·ecreation use: 100. 
Swi111111ing area: On public waters. 
Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, fishing, family cabins. 
Attendauce: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 15,408. 
Va1ues : Land, acres ' '''' ' ' '' . ' ' '' ', $, 

lMl\I(DIATE: 

Additional parking 
Enlarge picnic area 
Family camping area 
Caretaker's Residence 

NEEDS 

*All values included in report of white area. 
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,$ 2,000.00 
1,000.00 
2,000.00 

10,000.00 

* 

$ 15,000.00 



Hunting Island State Park 

Some of the Beaufort sea islands were called fishing islands-some 
were hunting islands. A large barrier island, heavily covered with lush 
vegetation, was called "Hunting Island" and possesses unusual wild beauty. 
Numerous deer, raccoons and other small game inhabit the island, along 
with flocks of local and migratory birds and waterfowl. 

This palmetto lined paradise overlooks St. Helena Sound on the outer 
banks of the "Chain of 64 Golden Islands" which make up Beaufort 
County. 

An old 136-foot lighthouse, now abandoned by the U. S. Lighthouse 
Service, but still in sound condition, provides an interesting place for park 
visitors and its observation platform affords a magnificent view up and 
down the coast. 

The beach, plagued by constant erosion, is still one of the finest on the 
Atlantic Coast; hard and smooth at low tide with a width of four or five 
hundred feet. 

28 



HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK 

Located: 16 miles southeast of Beaufort at the end of U. S. 21. 
This barrier island possesses unusual beauty in its virgin growth 
of live oaks, palmettos, and pines in a semitropical setting; old 
lighthouse; beach village. 

Acquired: July, 1938. Opened to public : June, 1941. 

Title: Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and Marsh, 5,000. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 50% . 

Swimming area : On public waters. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, fishing, family cabins, family camping, 
launching ramp. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 246,386 white. 

Values: Land and Marsh 5,000 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Building and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

TOTAL ..... 

IMMEDIATE: 

U. S. Engineer report on beach 
erosion control, initial cost 

Federal 70o/o 
State 30o/o 

Enlarge family camping area 
Second picnic area, complete 
Residence 
50 beach cabanas 
5 vacation cabins .. . . . .. . . . . . . . 
Changehouse 

LONG RA NGE: 

NEEDS 

. . . . . . . . $ 500,000.00 

. $455,000.00 
319,000.00 

75,000.00 
109,200.00 

13,500.00 
50,000.00 

. $ 672,700.00 

136,000.00 $136,000.00 

15,000.00 
8,000.00 

13,000.00 
20,000.00 
32,500.00 
12,000.00 $236,500.00 

Annual beach nourishment 
Federal 

. . . . . . . . . . . . $ 97,500.00 

20 cottages 
Lighthouse Museum 
Fishing Village and concession-South 
Seaside pavilion and concession 
Fresh water lake 

2~ 

End 

68,000.00 $ 29,500.00 

130,000.00 
20,000.00 
50,000.00 
25,000.00 
20,000.00 $274,500.00 

$511,000.00 



Huntington Beach State Park 

This newest, and one of the finest of the state park areas, comes as a 
leased gift from Mrs. Ann Hyatt Huntington and the Brookgreen Trustees. 

"One of the greatest recreation assets, and one in the shortest supply, 
is the seashore. The Huntington Beach seashore area represents a remaining 
potential land and water resource highly adaptable for preservation and 
development as a major state park. 

"This 2,500 acre ocean-front property contains a favorable combina
tion of natural elements of high park value including 3 miles of fine sand 
beach, picturesque sand dunes, protected inlets, marsh lands, fresh-water 
ponds and extensive forested areas. The property is characterized by both 
scenic and wildlife values. 

"Population and economic trends in South Carolina, together with in
creasing recreation demands, indicate the need and importance of making 
this seashore property available to the public. 

"It is believed that the adjacent Brookgreen Garden estate will serve 
as valuable complementary educational, recreational and wildlife resource." 
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HUNTINGTON BEACH STATE PARK 

Located: Midway between Georgetown and Myrtle Beach on U. S. 17. 
Magnificent seaside area, lush with marsh growth and stands of 
pine and live oaks. "Atalaya Castle". 

Acquired: May, 1960. Opened to public: White area under construction. 
Negro area opened June, 1962. 

Title: Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 2,500. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 30% planned. 

Swimming area: On public waters. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, fishing. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 47,119. 

Values: Land 2,490 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 
Other 

$ 750,000.00 
10,000.00 
40,000.00 

100,000.00 
3,000.00 

25,000.00 

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $ 888,000.00 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

Beach pavilion shelter with latrines . $ 15,000.00 
Two picnic areas complete 20,000.00 
Family camping area ( j0 sites) . . 15,000.00 
Concession grill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000.00 
Changehouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000.00 $ 70,000.00 

LoNG RANGE: 

Repairs "Atalaya" (Restaurant, lodge-
museum) . . . . . . . . . .... $100,000.00 

Residence north end 13,000,00 
25 family vacation cabins (double units) 250,000.00 $363,000.00 

$433,000.00 
Additional road system by Highway Department. 
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Huntington Beach State Park 

Negro Area 

J2 



HUNTING BEACH STATE PARK-Negro Area 

Located: A portion of the total Huntington properties, lying between U. S. 
17 and the Atlantic Ocean. 

Acquired: May, 1960. Opened to public: June, 1962. 

Title: Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and Water, 300 in Negro area. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 1009{J . 

Swimming area: On public waters. 

Facilities: Swimming, fishing, picnicking, camping. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 52,235 . 

Values: Land, acres . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. . .. $ .. * 

IMMEDIATE: 

Expand picnic area 
Enlarge parking area 
Family camping area 
Caretakers residence 

LoNG RANGE: 

NEEDS 

5 vacation cottages, equipped 
Pavilion 

$ 2,000.00 
2,000.00 
4,000.00 

10,000.00 

$ 30,000.00 

$ 18,000.00 

5,000.00 $ 35,000.00 

$ 53,000.00 

*All values included in values as listed on white area report. 
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Kings Mountain State Park 

A recreational demonstration area of 8,882 acres was purchased and 
developed by the Federal Government and later 6,141 acres were turned 
over to the state for a state park. The remaining acreage was added to the 
adjoining Kings Mountain National Military Park. 

This is a historic land, with the National area telling the story of its 
Revolutionary War history with museum exhibits and on-site visitations 
while the state area provides outdoor recreation facilities. Spring comes 
late here and the woods blossom with dogwood and the Judas tree, with 
yellow jessamine, and later, the cowslip, the wild azalea, violets of many 
kinds, and woodbine. In May the mountain laural blooms, and until the 
winter comes there are always many flowering plants among the oaks, pines, 
poplars and cedars. 

Camping and picnicking are the principal activities of this historic 
outdoor area. The family campground is very popular and the two large 
group camps-York and Cherokee-attract youth groups throughout the 
summer season. 
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KINGS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK 

Located: 12 miles north of York on S. C. 161. 
Area of rolling wooded hills adjoins Kings Mountain National 
Military Park. 

Acquired: November, 1934. Opened to public: June, 1940. 

Title: Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 6,141. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 30%. 

Swimming 01'ea: ·wholly within park. 

Facilities : Picnicking. swimming, boating, fishing, family camping, group 
camp mg. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 252,257. 

Values: Land 5,930 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

TOTAL 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

. . . . . . . $ 850,000.00 
240,000.00 
225,000.00 
278,500.00 

30,000.00 
80,000.00 

. $ 1,478,500.00 

Enlarge picnic areas 
Enlarge family camping areas 
Upgrading group camps 

. . . . . . . $ 10,000.00 
10,000.00 

LoNG RANGE: 

Lake development at Jackson Creek and 
Battleground Creek (boating, fishing, 

25 ,000.00 $ 45,000.00 

camping, cabins) . . . $ 80,000.00 
Developed facilities after construction of 

lake 50,000.00 $130,000.00 

$175,000.00 
Road paving by Highway Department. 
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Lee State Park 

The flowing wells, the deep dark swamp growth, and the winding 
trails connecting the river with the rising sandhills, contribute to the 
attractiveness of Lee State Park. 

Lynches River, which forms the southeast border of the park, has 
been noted since Indian days for the quality of clay on its banks. The red 
men used it in their pottery making, and Josiah Wedgwood of England 
had wagon loads shipped to his factories before the Revolutionary War. 
Other notable china makers came to South Carolina to settle, hoping to 
establish potteries like those they had in England. 
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LEE STATE PARK 

Located: 6 miles northeast of Bishopville via U. S. 15 and S. C. 156. 
Winding roads and wooded trails enable the visitors to enjoy 
the beauties of dense swamp growth along Lynches River. Flow
ing wells. 

Acquired: June, 1935. Opened to public: June, 1941. 

Title: Fee simple. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 2,839. 

Percentage in active recreation use : 25 % . 

Swimming area: Wholly within park. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, boating, fishing, recreation building, fish
ing cabins. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 25 ,100. 

Values: Land 2,835 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Building and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

$ 215,000.00 
3,000.00 

75,000.00 
48,600.00 
11,500.00 
25,000.00 

Total . $ 303,100.00 

NEEDS 
lMMJ<;DIATJ<;: 

Residence 0 •• 0 • • 0 $ 13,000.00 
Family camping area • 0 •• • 0. • • • 8,000.00 $ 21 ,000.00 

LONG RANG:t: 

1 additional picnic area-complete 
5 fishing cabins 

•• 0 • • • • $ 10,000.00 
••• 0. 15,000.00 $ 25,000.00 

$ 46,000.00 
Road paving by Highway Department. 
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Little Pee Dee State Park 

The old Kings Highway in Dillon County traverses present-day rich 
tobacco land and contrasting swamp terrain, with remaining sand dunes 
evidence of an age when the ocean was here. This, and a Devil's Woodyard 
area and a new impounded lake, make up the 835 acres of Little Pee Dee 
State Park. 

The Little Pee Dee River, which forms the south boundary of the 
Park has long been a mecca for fishermen, especially those seeking the 
famed red breasted bream. 
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LITTLE PEE DEE STATE PARK 

Located: 12 miles south of Dillon via S. C. 57. 
Named for the nearby Little Pee Dee River; pine-covered sand
hills and deep swamp terrain; "Devil's Woodyard". 

Acquired: June, 1951. Opened to public: June, 1955. 

Title: Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 835. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 305fo. 

Swimming area: Wholly within park. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, boating, fishing. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 47,891. 

Values: Land 785 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

$ 87,000.00 
25,000.00 
13,000.00 
39,500.00 

7,000.00 
15,000.00 

TOTAL $ 173,500.00 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

Residence 
Expand family camping 

LoNG RANGE: 

2 picnic areas 
Community recreation building 
New lake development 

. . . . . . $ 13,000.00 
10,000.00 $ 23,000.00 

. . . . . . . $ 10,000.00 
24,000.00 
20,000.00 $ 54,000.00 

$ 77,000.00 
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Myrtle Beach State Park 

On July 1, 1936 the very first official state park visitor entered through 
the newly painted gates of Myrtle Beach State Park, and a new way of 
life in outdoor recreation was begun by South Carolinians. 

When 320 acres of seacoast property South of Myrtle Beach was given 
to the State in 1934 by the beach development company for state park 
purposes, the area was somewhat remote, quiet and well forested. Today, 
although the fabulous "Grand Strand" borders it north and south with 
beach resort developments, and Myrtle Beach Air Force Base is westward 
across U. S. 17, the state park is still a quiet retreat for people and nature. 
Its heavy use by South Carolinians and out-of-staters, 600,000 annually, 
fails to detract from the quiet beauty of the area and the day lilies find space 
to raise their heads and put forth their blooms. 

40 



MYRTLE BEACH STATE PARK 

Located: 3 miles south of Myrtle Beach on U. S. 17. 
A mile long quadrangle lying between U. S. 17 and Atlantic 
Ocean. 

Acquired: August, 1934. Opened to public: July, 1936. 

T itle: Fee simple. 

Total Acres: Land 312. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 70% . 

Swimming area: Within park and on public waters. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, fishing, family camping, family cabins, 
recreation building, fishing pier. A 740 foot fi shing pier and a 
modern fresh water swimming pool. 

A ttendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 650,564. 

Values: Land 312 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

TOTAL 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

25 beach cabanas 
6 two-unit cabins * .. ..... ..... .. ... . 
Expand camping 

. $ 10,000.00 
60,000.00 

5,000.00 
(Move existing cottages and utilize 

area for additional camping) 10,000.00 

$ 1,570,000.00 

90,000.00 
255,600.00 

40,000.00 
12,000.00 

$ 1,877,600.00 

1 residence 13,000.00 $ 98,000.00 

LoNG RANGE: 

40 cabins 
Beach grill and concession 
Nature Museum 

* Funds in hand. 
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...... . .. $250,000.00 
. . . . . . 20,000.00 

20,000.00 $290,000.00 

$388,000.00 



Oconee State Park 

A restful retreat on a high plateau between Station Mountain and 
Stumphouse Mountain, with a beautiful lake, is Oconee State Park, long 
a gathering place for South Carolina families on vacation. 

Oconee State Park has been likened to a church assembly grounds. 
'rwenty vacation cottages attract as many families every week throughout 
summer to the restful solitude and natural beauty of this mountain resort. 

Nearby Stumphouse 'runnel, begun in 1830 as railroad tunnel and 
abandoned at the time of the Civil War, provides an interesting side trip 
from the park. 
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OCONEE STATE PARK 

Located: 8 miles northeast of Walhalla via S. C. 28 and S. C. 107. 
A restful retreat on a high plateau between Station Mountain 
and Stumphouse Mountain; the family park. 

Acquired: July, 1935. Opened to public: June, 1937. 

Title: Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 1,165. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 30% . 

Swimtning area: Wholly within park. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, boating, fishing, family camping, family 
cabins, restaurant, recreation building, nature trail. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 73,753. 

Values: Land 1,145 acres $ 200,000.00 
\i\Tater, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

30,000.00 
70,000.00 

174,500.00 
35,000.00 
40,000.00 
-

TOTAL $ 479,500.00 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

Upgrading restaurant kitchen 
Two additional picnic areas 
Residence ..... 
Enlarge camping area 

LoNG RANGE: 

10 new two-unit cabins 
Picnic expansion 
Recreation center and museum 
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......... $ 5,000.00 
20,000.00 
13,000.00 
10,000.00 

. $100,000.00 
10,000.00 

. . . . 25,000.00 

$ 48,000.00 

$135,000.00 

$183,000.00 



Paris Mountain State Park 

Paris Mountain State Park serves and serves well the people of the 
largest industrial area of the state. Thousands of city-weary people flock 
to the lofty woods, clean lakes and streams of Paris Mountain. Picnicking 
goes well past summer, and winter nights are lighted by camp and cooking 
fires. 

Paris Mountain gets its name from Richard Pearis, the first white 
settler in this area, an Indian trader, who lived a life of luxury in pre
Revolutionary days. 

44 



PARIS MOUNTAIN STATE PARK 

Located: 7 miles north of Greenville via U. S. 25 and S. C. 253. 
Beautiful mountain terrain on Paris Mountain; extensive winter 
use. 

Acquired: April, 1935. Opened to public: June, 1937. 

Title: Fee simple and Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 1,275. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 40%. 

Swimming area: Wholly within park. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, boating, family camping, group camping, 
amphitheater. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 353,551. 

Values: Land 1,250 acres .. . . . . . . . . . $ 
Water, dams, lakes . ..... . . . . 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures .... . . ... . . . . .... . 
Utilities-water and sewer lines .... . .... . 
Roads and bridges .... . .. . . .. .. . .. .. . . . 

250,000.00 
180,000.00 
35,000.00 

108,500.00 
20,500.00 
35,000.00 

TOTAL . .. ..... .. .. . ............... . . $ 594,000.00 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

Rebuild Camp Buckhorn . . . . . . ........ . $ 50,000.00 
Upgrade ampitheater and add museum . . . . 20,000.00 
Family camping area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000.00 
Picnic expansion and relocation . . . . . . . . . . 20,000.00 $110,000.00 

LoNG RANGE: 

Picnic expansions ...... . .... . .. . ..... $ 10,000.00 
10 family cabins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100,000.00 
Residence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,000.00 
Develop Eagles Nest Wilderness Camp . . . 20,000.00 $143,000.00 

$253,000.00 
Land Acquisition : -acres and residence, SO 

acres @ $300.00 . ......... ... ..... . $ 25,000.00 $ 25,000.00 
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Pleasant Ridge State Park 

For Negroes 
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PLEASANT RIDGE STATE PARK-For Negroes 

Located: 22 miles north of Greenville on S. C. 11 between U. S. 25 and 
U. S. 276. 
A picturesque area in the mountains of Greenville County; 
named after original name applied to Greenville area, "Pleasant
berg". 

Acquired: September, 1950. Opened to public: June, 1955. 

Title: Fee simple. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 300. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 40 o/o . 

Swimming area: Wholly within park. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, boating, fishing, family cabins. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 17.782. 

Values: Land 295 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

$ 20,000.00 
7,500.00 
5,000.00 

44,000.00 
8,500.00 

10,000.00 

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 90,000.00 

lMMl<:DIATl<:: 

Playfield 
Group camp 
Family camping 

LoNG RANGE: : 

Recreation center 

area 

NEEDS 
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$ 5,000.00 
20,000.00 
10,000.00 $ 35,000.00 

... $ 40,000.00 $ 40,000.00 

$ 75,000.00 



Poinsett State Park 

~ k 
~ .. ~--~--------------~~~1~--~--" 

The terrain of the park is unsual. The coastal plain below the fall 
line is generally flat, yet here are the geologically famous High Hills of 
Santee. The park visitor may in a few steps move from a mountainous 
zone among laurel bushes and galax to a contrasting one of deep swamp 
growth of huge cypresses and gray Spanish moss. 

Coquina formations, laid down during the Eocene Age, some fifty 
million years ago, are exposed here and there about the park. The whole 
area abounds with dogwood and yellow jessamine. 

The area is named for Joel R. Poinsett, traveler, soldier, diplomat, 
educator and naturalist, and native South Carolinian whose final resting 
place is at nearby Stateburg. 
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POINSETT STATE PARK 

Located: 18 miles southwest of Sumter on S. C. 261. 
Interesting mountain growth of laurel, galax, hill flowers mingling 
with the great trees of the Wateree Swamp; the High Hills of 
Santee ; ancient marine deposits. 

Acquired: August, 1934. Opened to public: August, 1936. 

Title: Reversionary. 

Total Acres : Land and Water 1,000. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 30% . 

Swimming area: Wholly within park. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, boating, fishing, grill, family cabins, 
family camping, museum, nature trails. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 124,081. 

Values: Land 985 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges .. .. . 

TOTAL 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

Upgrading museum building 
Residence .. . . ... . 
Expand picnicking 
3 new cabins-two-unit 

LoNG RANGE : 

5 cabins . ..... . ..... . .... . ... . .. .. . . 
Expand family camping 
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. . . . . .. $ 145,000.00 
35,500.00 
45,000.00 
89,000.00 
27,000.00 
20,000.00 

.$ 5,000.00 
13,000.00 
10,000.00 

$ 316,500.00 

30,000.00 $ 58,000.00 

. $ 30,000.00 
5,000.00 $ 35,000.00 

$ 93,000.00 



Poinsett State Park 

Burnt Gin Area 

so 



POINSETT STATE PARK-Bumt Gin Area 

Located: 3 miles south of Wedgefield, off S. C. 261 and S. C. 763. 
This group camp area is part of the Poinsett State Park opera
tion, and use is restricted to organized agency camping. 
A portion of Manchester State Forest, with facilities operated 
by the State Parks Division 

Acquired: 1935. Opened to public: 1941. 

Title: Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 60. 

Percentage in active recreation use: lOO '}'o . 

Swimming area: ·wholly within park. 

Facilities: Organized group camping. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, included in Poinsett's 124,081. 

Values : Land 40 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2,500.00 
Water, dams, lakes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,000.00 
Timber 
Buildings and structures ... 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

TOTAL 

Needs 
IMMEDIATE: 

General upgrading of all group camp facil-

40,000.00 
10,000.00 
3,000.00 

. $ 80,500.00 

ities .. $ 20,000.00 $ 20,000.00 
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Mill Creek State Park For Negroes 
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MILL CREEK STATE PARK-For Negroes 

Located: 25 miles southwest of Sumter, off S. C. 261. 
Part of the Poinsett State Park operation. Title in Division of 
Forestry and the recreation area totally surrounded by Manchester 
State Forest; the State Parks Division administers the recreation 
facilities. 

Acquired: 1935. Opened to public: 1941. 

Title: Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 35. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 100%. 

Swimming area: Wholly within park. 

Facilities: Organized group camp, picnicking, swimming, boating, fishing, 
camp mg. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 26,409. 

Values: Land 30 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber 
Buildings and structures . . 
Utilities-water and sewer lines .......... . 
Roads and bridges 

$ 

TOTAL .$ 

Needs 
IMMEDIATE: 

New mess hall for group camp . . . . . $ 25,000.00 
General upgrading of all other group camp 

facilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,000.00 
Concession-recreation building . . . . . . . . 15,000.00 
Enlarge picnic area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000.00 

1,750.00 
25,000.00 
..... 

40,000.00 
10,000.00 
3,000.00 

-

79,750.00 

Family camping area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000.00 $ 80,000.00 
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Rivers Bridge Confederate Memorial 

State Park 

Before becoming a state park the area was maintained by the Rivers 
Bridge Confederate Memorial Association as a historical site of the Salke
hatchie River Crossing by Union troops where a handful of Confederate 
soldiers fought a delaying action. 

The park museum and an annual memorial service in May attract 
many visitors. 

The state added recreational facilities and now the park offers out
door recreational as well as historical interest. 
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RIVERS BRIDGE CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL STATE PARK 

Located: 6 miles west of Ehrhardt on S. C. 64. 
Marks the site of the Salkehatchie River crossing by Union troops 
during the Confederate War. 

Acquired: May, 1945. Opened to public: July, 1945. 

Title: Reversionary. 

Total AC1'es: Land and Water 390. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 65%. 

Swimming area: \iVholly within park. 

Facilities: P icnicking, swimming, fishing, family camping, recreation build
mg, museum. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 41 ,987. 

Values: Land 390 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures 
Uti lities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

. $ 30,000.00 

10,000.00 
64,200.00 

5,500.00 
7,500.00 

TOTAL . ..................... $ 107,200.00 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

Residence $ 15,000.00 $ 15,000.00 

LoNG RANGE: 

3 dispersed picnic areas, complete . . . . . . . $ 15,000.00 
Family camping, complete . . . . . . . . . . 8,000.00 
Museum Building Auditorium . . . . . . . . . . 40.000.00 $ 63,000.00 

$ 78,000.00 
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Santee State Park 

When the huge Santee-Cooper impoundment came into being it was 
natural that a state park should follow. Some 2,364 acres on the shore of 
Lake Marion make up picturesque Santee State Park, offering to the 
people of the state access to the waters from land-based recreational 
facilities. 

The State Park boat landing with its paved road and concrete ramp 
is popular with fishermen, and with hunters seeking ducks out on the 
waters of the lake. 

Across the lake is Fort Watson-old Indian Mound and site of a 
Revolutionary War battle-also under jurisdiction of the state park 
system. 
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SANTEE STATE PARK 

Located: 5 miles west of Santee via S. C. 6. 
Located on shores of Lake Marion of the Santee-Cooper im
poundment. 

Acquired: January, 1942. Opened to public: June, 1949. 

Title: Reversionary. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 2,364-. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 25%. 

Swimming area: Wholly within park. 

Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, boating, fishing, family cabins, family 
camping, boat launching ramp. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 64,074. 

Values: Land 2,354 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

• • ••• 0 ........ $ 435,000.00 
30,000.00 

200,000.00 
58,200.00 
7,000.00 

50,000.00 

TOTAL ..... . • ••• • ••• • • • •••• 0 • ••• $ 580,000.00 

NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE: 

Residence ......... . ... $ 
Enlarge camping areas ... . ........ . . 

13,000.00 
8,000.00 
5,000.00 

30,000.00 
Enlarge picnic areas 
3 family cabins-two-unit 

LoNG RANGE: 

. $ 30,000.00 

$ 56,000.00 

Boat Landing: Fishing motel 
Launching ramp and boat basin 0 • • • • • • 10,000.00 $ 40,000.00 

$ 96,000.00 
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Sesquicentennial State Park 

The City of Columbia celebrated its sesquicentennial in 1936 and in 
the next year purchased 1,500 acres of sandhill land just north of Columbia 
and founded a state park. Half-dollar commemorative coins were specially 
minted and sold at a premium as memorial pieces. The Sesquicentennial 
Commission had a balance at the close of the celebration and decided on 
a "monument" in the form of a state park. 

The park has had very heavy use through the years, not only serving 
as an outdoor retreat for central South Carolinians, but for the families 
of military personnel stationed at nearby Fort Jackson. 
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SESQUICENTENNIAL STATE PARK 

Located: 13 miles northeast of Columbia on U. S. 1. 
In 1936 the City of Columbia celebrated its 1 50th anniversary, 
and money obtained from the sale of Sesquicentennial coins was 
used to purchase land and establish a state park as a memorial. 

Acquired: August, 1937. Opened to public: June, 1940. 

Title: Fee simple. 

Total Acres: Land and Water 1,445. 

Percentage in active recreation use: 40 % . 

Swimming area: Wholly within park. 

Facilities: Picnicking, boating, fishing, family camping, swimming, nature 
trail. 

Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 302,466. 

Values: Land 1,425 acres 
Water, dams, lakes 

......... . . . ..... $ 300,000.00 
55,000.00 
30,000.00 Timber included in land values 

Buildings and structures 
Utilities- water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

54,750.00 
24,000.00 
10,000.00 

TOTAL ... .. $ 443,750.00 

IMMEDIATE: 

Concession grill 
Two dispersed picnic areas 

NEEDS 

. $ 10,000.00 
20,000.00 

Day camp grounds and facilities 8,000.00 $ 38,000.00 

LoNG RANGE: 

Community recreation building .... .. . $ 20,000.00 
Loop road (by Highway Department) . . 
Two small lakes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,000.00 
Residence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,000.00 $ 49,000.00 

$ 87,000.00 
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Table Rock State Park 

"This is scenic country, and no mistake. Against a background of 
high granite Appalachian peaks, the parkland, stream-cut, offers a great 
variety of hill and valley trail. At the foot of the stark rock is a dense 
forest in which trees of the north and south mingle-pine and hemlock, 
magnolia and gum. In the old days, before state parks, Table Rock was 
to the southern coastal folk what the White Mountains were to the 
Bostonians. Much unspoiled natural beauty has been preserved here. Two 
streams, leaping down from the heights, were dammed to create Lake 
Pinnacle, where a bathhouse and beach offer water sports." 

FREEMAN TILDEN' 

"The State Parks, 
Their Meaning in American Life". 
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TABLE ROCK STATE PARK 

Located: 16 miles north of Pickens via U. S. 178 or S. C. 8 and S.C. 288-
S. C. 11. 
3 high peaks, with bare rock breaking through a covering of 
green, form a spectacular background of Table Rock State Park; 
also an area for botanists and artists. 

Acquired: May, 1935. Opened to public: June, 1940. 
Title: Fee simple and Reversionary. 
Total Acres: Land and Water 2,860. 
Percentage in active recreation use: 25 lf'o. 
Swimming area: Wholly within park. 
Facilities: Picnicking, swimming, boating, fishing, family camping, family 

cabins, grill, museum, nature trail, recreation building. 
Attendance: Fiscal Year 1962-63, 207,743. 
Values: Land 2,835 acres 

Water, dams, lakes 
Timber included in land values 
Buildings and structures 
Utilities-water and sewer lines 
Roads and bridges 

TOTAL 

IMMEDIATE: 
Enlarge picnic areas 
Enlarge camping 

NEEDS 

Establish true park boundaries 
8-unit motel or lodge ..... . ... . ... . 

LoNG RANGE: 

. $ 255,000.00 
95,000.00 
50,000.00 

175,750.00 
20,000.00 
21,000.00 

. $ 566.750.00 

. $ 10,000.00 
20,000.00 

1,000.00 
50,000.00 $ 81,000.00 

Residence .... 
Lifeguard quarters 
Enlarge museum 
Lodge motel 

. . . . . . . $ 13,000.00 
6,000.00 
3,000.00 

50,000.00 
Build trail to top of mountain with rest 

shelters ........ . .. . 
10 family cabins (two-unit) 
Picnic expansion 
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3,000.00 
100,000.00 

10,000.00 $185,000.00 

$266,000.00 
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LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND BILL 
HR-3846 

There is pending in Congress a bill designed to give federal aid to 
the states in meeting present and future outdoor recreation needs of the 
American people. The South Carolina State Park System would be eligible 
to participate in the benefits of the bill if and when enacted. 

On November 14, 1963, the Bill was favorably reported to the House 
by the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, and now goes to the 
House Rules Committee. 

Revenues would range from an estimated $80-million in the first 
year to an average over a 10-year period of about $150-million annually. 

The chart graphically portrays the Bill as reported to the House. 

South Carolina could participate on a S0/ 50 matching basis up to 
approximately ~-million dollars per year for planning, acquiring and 
developing state parks. 
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FUND SOURQS 

REVENUES: 

• USER, ENTRANCE, OR 

ADMISSION FEES AT 

DESIGNATED FEDERAL AREAS 

• SALE OF SURPLUS 
FEDERAL LANDS 

• PRESENT 4~ TAX ON 
MOTORBOAT FUELS 

ADVANCES TO FUND: 

•REPAYABLE ADVANCE 
APPROPRIATIONS 

AVERAGING $60 MILLION 

ANNUALLY FOR EIGHT YEARS 

NOV. I , 1963 

LAND and WATER 
CONSERVATION FUND 

FUND USES 

STATE 50-50 
GRANTS-IN-AID: 

• FOR PLANNING, ACQUIRING, 

~I :~~ ~~~:LLO~I~T~~~ARTE 

60% 
TO STATES 

TO FEDERAL 
AGENCIES 

EXPENDITURES FROM FUND 
TO BE APPROPRIATED 

ANNUALLY BY CONGRESS 

RECREATION AREAS 

FEDERAL 
RECREATION NEEDS: 

•IN NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM. 

•AT WATER DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS. 

•IN NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM, 
•AT WILDLIFE REFUGES, 

•FOR THREATENED WILDLIFE 

SPECIES, 

•AND OTHER DEPARTMENT 

OF THE INTERIOR AREAS. 
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