KNOl-l SOUTH CAROLINA

A good knowledge of the history and of the
historical places of a person's native state provides the basis for one to experience greater
pride in his state. I hope that this booklet will bc
enjoyed by all who read it and that it will
contribute to a greater understanding of South
Carolina and the history of our State.

Governor

KNOW SOUTH CAROLINA
For the people of South Carolina, their pleasure and education,
each of the enclosed 52 articles about our state has appeared in
the daily and weekly newspapers throughout South Carolina
during the period of one year.
So many requests have been received for the complete series that
publication in booklet form is necessary, particularly for classroom use so that our school children may acquire greater
knowledge of and appreciation for their native state. South
Carolina's scenic attractions and historic shrines are so numerous
that it is difficult to acquire an over-all knowledge of them except
in a brief presentation such as this booklet provides.
The articles were prepared and presented by the South Carolina
Research, Planning and Development Board under the direction
of George MacNabb, Chief of Public Relations.
L. W. Bishop, Director
Research, Planning and Development Board
Columbia, S. C.

The State Bird
CAROLINA WREN

The State Tree
PALMETTO

The State Flower
YELLOW JESSAMINE

The State
SEAL
The State
FLAG

Fort Hill on Clemson College campus. The plantation was the home of John C. Calhoun, and
of Thomas G. Clemson, who granted the land to the state for an agricultural college.

FORT HILL, CLEMSON COLLEGE
Fort Hill in Clemson College was
the home of John C. Calhoun. The
home was built originally in 1803
by the Reverend James McIlheeny,
pastor of the Old Stone Church,
and called Clergy Hall. After the
minister's death, the home was
added to the estate of Mrs. Calhoun's
father. In 1825, Calhoun brought
his family to live on the old plantation, and renamed the home Fort
Hill, to commemorate a post built
in 1776. Calhoun lived there until
his death in 1850.
In 1838, Thomas G. Clemson married Calhoun's daughter, who inherited Fort Hill. Clemson granted
the plantation and all the land
around it to the state for the purpose of founding an agricultural
and mechanical school. In 1889,
Clemson College was founded.
In the plantation house are several
interesting, old pieces, some original
and some reproductions. One origiThis is No.1

nal mahogany sideboard was made
from pieces of the frigate "Constitution," famous in the War of 1812.
This sideboard was presented to
Henry Clay and he in turn presented it to Calhoun after the
latter's speech in defense of the
Federal Constitution.
On the grounds are a few trees
which were presented to John C.
Calhoun by famous men. Stephen
Decatur brought a varnish tree to
Calhoun from Madagascar; Daniel
Webster, the great orator, gave
Calhoun a hemlock from his home
state; and an arbor vitae in the
grove is from Henry Clay. The
cedars were planted by the family
in hopes of warding off the deadly
miasma-the
vapor that supposedly
brought malaria up from theswamps.
On the grounds nearby is an interesting little separate building, Calhoun's study, where he did much of
his work.
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The Dock Street Theoter, corner of Queen and Church Streets, has been recently restored.
The original theater building was the first American building devoted entirely to dromo.

DOCK STREET THEATER,
The Dock Street Theater was the
first playhouse in the United States
constructed solely for the purpose
of giving dramatic
productions.
The theater opened on February 12,
1736, with George Farquhar's play,
"The Recruiting Officer." Repeat
performances of this play, and several other popular plays were produced in the ensuing year. May 21,
1737 brought the first recorded presentation of a Shakespearean production on this continent. The "Song
of Mad Tom,"presumablyanexcerpt
from "King Lear" was the play,
accompanying the fourth performance of the "Recruiting Officer."
In 1740, fire damaged the theater,
and it was rebuilt on the site. On
October 7, 1754, the second Dock
Street Theater opened with Rowe's
"The Fair Penitent." This theater
survived the Revolutionary shelling,
only to be destroyed again by fire
in 1782. In 1809, the Planters Hotel
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CHARLESTON

was built on the site, and later, in
1835, the hotel was remodeled to
include the theater.
This last theater was restored by
the Federal Government in the
1930's, faithfully following the original model. The theater has the
prescribed thirteen boxes, each accomodating eight people. In the
pit, arms and backs have been
added to traditional benches for
comfort. The interior is panelled in
cypress, and all around the walls
are electrical fixtures resembling
the original candelabra. The third
Dock Street Theater was reopened
on November 26, 1937, with the
performance of the initial play,
"The Recruiting Officer." The Dock
Street Players has become one of
South Carolina's leading little theater organizations, giving performances in their home theater, and
occasionally offering excellent road
productions for the rest of the state.
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St. David's Church, First and Church Streets in Cheraw, famous aid South Carolina
has been used as a hospital in twa wars; once by British, once by Confederates.

ST. DAVID'S

EPISCOPAL

St. David's Episcopal Church, First
and Church Streets, Cheraw, was
built from 1770-1773 by a group of
Welsh settlers, who named the
church after the patron saint of
Wales. The cemetery in back contains the graves of James H. Thornwell (1812-1862), Presbyterian theologian and president of the State
university; and of Bishop Alexander
Gregg (1819-1893). The church itself is a small frame building. The
square steeple features three arched
windows,' each set below a balustraded deck.
St. David's has served as a hospital
in two great wars. During the Revolution, the 71st Scottish Regiment
of Cornwallis' army used the church
as a smallpox hospital. Fifty British
were victims, and are buried in a
mass grave in the cemetery.
During the War Between
The
States, the Confederacy used the
church as a hospital. This war left
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CHERAW

its mark in the form of bloodstains
which people claim can still be seen
on the floor. The Confederate monument, the first of its kind, was
erected in 1867.
About 1824, the residents of Cheraw
staged a minor revolution of their
own. The Baptists and Presbyterians both wanted the church for
their services. Finally, when the
Baptists were in possession of the
church one Sunday morning, the
Presbyterians loaded and fired an
old Revolutionary cannon. Quickly
the Baptist's
preacher dismissed
the congregation, and all fled. Later,
after the situation had quieted
down, Episcopalians came in and
occupied the church. The Presbyterian preacher who was responsible
for the cannon episode afterwards
wrote regretfully; "While the lion
and the unicorn were fighting for
the crown, up came the puppy dog
and knocked them both down."
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The boyhood home of Woodrow
Wilson, 1705 Hompton Street, Columbio, is now operoted
as a public museum. Wilson lived here from the time he was 13 until he wos 17 (1871-1875).

THE WOODROW

WILSON

The Woodrow Wilson Museum,
1705 Hampton Street, was Wilson's
boyhood home while his father,
Joseph Wilson, was teaching theology in the Presbyterian Seminary ..
The Wilsons lived here from 1871
to 1875, when Woodrow was aged
I 13 to 17. Mrs. Wilson designed this
two story frame house, and she and
her husband personally supervised
the construction. A few shrubs and
plants that Mrs. Wilson planted
remain in the garden. Notable are
This is No.4
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MUSEUM

several magnolia trees
sweet olive tree.

and

one

The Museum contains many of the
President's personal belongings, and
some original furniture, including
the bed in which Wilson was born.
The house is in the custody of the
South Carolina Department of the
American Legion and Legion Auxili?7. It is open to the public weekdays 9 to 5, Saturdays until noon,
and admission is free.
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The Episcopal

Church of the Holy Cross in Stateburg,
churches, which still honors the traditions

THE CHURCH

OF THE HOLY

The Church of the Holy Cross,
Stateburg, is one of the most beautiful of the older South Carolina
churches. Ancestral traditions are
still carried on by the old families.
On Easter Sunday ..the congregation
traditionally
gathers flowers and
evergreens from the surrounding
hills to decorate the church. Various
family pews are also used by the
descendants of these old families.
Designed by Edward C. Jones,
the church is built of pise de terre, a
composition made by tamping earth,
pebbles, and clay between wooden
molds and allowing to dry. The
church itself is made in the shape of
a cross, hence the name, "Church of
the Holy Cross." The inside has tile
floors, carved walnut woodwork, and
rich stained glass windows. The
main group is a picture of Christ
standing with folded arms, and a
halo around His head. To His right
is a smaller window of St. Peter with
his bunch of keys, and to His left is
St. John holding a book. Formerly
the church was adorned by a gilded
cross on the tower, but it was blown
This is No.5

one of the oldest
of bygone days.

South
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CROSS, STATEBURG

away by a hurricane in 1886. This
cross was replaced, but in 1903, both
the spire and cross were wrecked
by a storm.
The Church of the Holy Cross is
the second church to be built on this
site beside old "Kings' Highway."
The first church, a frame building
erected in 1788, was known as the
Claremont Episcopal Church, or the
"Church of Ease." Later, citizens
petitioned the Assembly to appropriate money for the construction of
a new church. The Church of the
Holy Cross was built with this
money in 1850.
Beside the church is a graveyard where many prominent South
Carolinians are buried. Notable is
Joel Poinsett, who introduced the
poinsettia to America. On his grave
is a simple tablet reading, "Sacred
to the memory of Joel Poinsett who
departed this life 12th of December,
1851, in the 73rd year of his life. A
pure patroit, an honest man, and a
good Christian." In the corner of
the graveyard is an old sundial
which is still used for keeping time.
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Isaqueena Falls, Oconee Creek, Oconee County (near Walhalla) were named for a
legendary Indian girl whose life was saved by these falls.

ISAQUEENA

FALLS, OCONEE

Beautiful Isaqueena Falls, Oconee
Creek, are named for one of the most
romantic figures in South Carolina
history. The names of several towns
and creeks are credited to legends of
this Indian girl, Cateechee, who
traveled the Up Country with her
white husband. Her name means
"deer head," and translated into the
Creek language, becomes Isaqueena.
Cateeehee and her white husband
were living near Stump House
Mountain, when her people, inThis is No.6

COUNTY

censed at her marriage. to a white
man, pursued her one day. Fleeing
with her baby on her back, Cateechee
ran toward the falls on Oconee Creek
and disappeared over the brink. Her
pursuers searched around the falls,
and giving her up for dead, turned
back to their village. However,
Cateechee had hidden with her child
on a ledge behind a curtain of water.
That's the legend. It's a beautiful
one, and we like to believe it.
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Swan Lake Gardens

in Sumter.

LAKE GARDENS

Swan Lake Gardens in Sumter were
developed in 1930 as the hobby of
a Sumter businessman, Hamilton
Bland. Later, A. T. Heath, another
Sumter citizen, deeded 70 additional
acres to the project, and the entire
area was seeded with every known
variety of iris. Water and bog plants
fringe the lake, and are banked
against a background of azaleas,
camellias and other blooming shrubs.
Japanese Iris bloom shoulder high.
The gardens, open in May' and June,
display tall cypress and native pines
bright with yellow jessamine, purple wisteria, red and gold trumpet
This is No.7
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vine, and Cherokee roses. The highlight of these gardens is the mirrorsmooth lake, disturbed only by the
graceful procession of imported
black and white Australian swans.
The Swan Lake Gardens is the
scene of the annual Iris Festival,
which attracts visitors from all over
the state, and outside. The Festival
includes an outdoor historical drama
depicting the history of Sumter; a
band contest; boat races; a water
carnival; a golf tournament; parades
and a beauty pageant climaxed by
the crowning of the Iris Queen from
contestants chosen all over the state.
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The Council

Chamber,
in the Charleston
City Hall, contains many priceless
famous visitors to Charleston
in the eighteenth
century.

COUNCIL

CHAMBER,
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CITY HALL, CHARLESTON

The Council Chamber in Charleston
City Hall contains many valuable
works of art, dating from the
eighteenth century. At that time
it was customary to commission
Charleston artists to paint famous
guests' portraits, and these paintings are displayed in the Council
Chamber. The best known of these
portraits is the John Trumbull
painting of George Washington,
dated 1791. Trumbull had painted
one portrait of the president, but a
high official, thinking it too severe,
asked him to paint another. The
artist was much chagrined by this
decision since he knew Washington
well, having served as his aide de
camp. Nevertheless, he persuaded
the president to pose for another.
This second portrait, an excellent
likeness and one of the few painted
without wig and false teeth, is the
Washington painting that hangs in
the Council Chamber.

..

portraits

Other paintings include one of
General Beauregard, defender of
Charleston; James Monroe by Samuel F. B. Morse; Charles Fraser
miniatures of Moultrie and LaFayette;
John C. Calhoun by
Healy; Zachary Taylor by Beard;
and Vanderlyn's portrait of Andrew
Jackson in uniform after the Battle
of New Orleans. Historic relics include battle flags; the sword of
General Beauregard which he willed
to the city; and a signed letter from
Victoria Regina expressing sympathy at the destruction caused by
the great earthquake of 1886.
Where the City Hall now stands,
eighteenth century Charlestonians
used to be able to swim, but as the
city grew, much of it was filled in
and new buildings erected. The first
building on the spot was the Beef
Market, but it was destroyed in 1796
in the Charleston fire. In 1801 the
new city hall was built on that site.
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The Thomas

Legore

House, 90 Church Street, is one of the beautiful old Charleston
being featured
in the Charleston
tours this year.

THOMAS

LEGARE HOUSE, CHARLESTON

The Thomas Legare House, 90
Church Street, is one of the very
fine old Charleston "Single" houses.
The property was owned by Thomas
Legare as early as 1752, but the
home was not built until 1760. Recently, the present resident, W.
Lucas Simons and his late wife,
Adele Petigru Simons restored the
house almost to its original form.
The home is built in the MidGeorgian style, and features a
Regency piazza which is not part of
the original house. The piazza was
added about
1816 by George
MacAuley, who bought the house
next door and pulled it down in
order to make a yard for his home.
The house contains many pieces
of family furniture, and some interesting old portraits: notably one of
Keating Simons, rice planter from
This is No.9
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the Cooper River, and Brigade Major to General Francis Marion; and
Sully's portrait of Adele Petigru
Allston, sister of James Louis
Petigru, and wife of R.F. W. Allston,
governor of the state in ante bellum
times.
The historic Charleston Foundation has included this home as part
of the tours of historic homes in
Charleston. The Foundation is a
non-profit, educational organization
preserving and using the homes of
Charleston to keep them alive as
parts of the community. Each year,
extending this year through April
15th, the Foundation conducts tours
which open many buildings to the
public for the first time. Money received from these tours is used to
restore and preserve the heritage
of Charleston.
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The Old

State Bank Building in Cheraw, built 1833, had the only banking
facilities
residents of the Pee Dee section. It went out of existence
in 1865.

OLD STATE BANK
The Old State Bank Building, just
off the Town Green in Cheraw, was
built in 1833 to house the Merchant's Bank of South Carolina.
The building was designed by a Mr.
Stinemetz, who moved from Philadelphia to Cheraw in the 1800's and
it was constructed by Peter Conlaw
Lynch, father of Bishop Lynch,
Roman Catholic bishop of South
Carolina. Opened in 1834, it afforded
the only banking facilities for Pee
Dee residents in North and South
Carolina. The Merchants Bank was
the largest bank in South Carolina
outside of Charleston before the
War Between the States.
The Cheraw bank, a state bank,
issued its own notes, many of which
are still in existence. Due to the
scarcity of silver dollars at that
time, notes of odd denominations
were issued, as well as the regular
denominations. Notes for six, seven,
eight and nine dollars were not uncommon. These notes pictured the
This is No.1 0 in
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seal of South Carolina in the middle,
with an artist's conception of John
C. Calhoun as a Roman senator at
the left, and a design of palmetto
trees, a railroad train and a steamship to the right.
In 1863, legislation amended the
South Carolina banking laws, so
that banks could send their gold to
the Confederate treasury.
Gold
from the Merchants Bank was sent
to Richmond, where the metal was
exchanged for Confederate bonds.
When Lee surrendered to Grant,
the Cheraw bank collapsed because
the notes could not be redeemed.
Presidents of the Merchants Bank
in Cheraw were: J.C. Coit (18341838) (1855-1857), James Wright
(1838-1855), J. Eli Gregg (18571859), and William Godfrey (18591865).
The bank is now a tourist home,
the "Cheravian," owned and operated by Mrs. Henry Harrell.
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The Borough

House, State burg, has a colorful history ranging
The building still bears the scars of roaming

THE BOROUGH
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HOUSE, STATEBURG

The Borough House in Stateburg,
was built in 1754 on land granted to
William Hilton, and purchased before the Revolution by Thomas
Hooper. It then passed into the
Anderson family, and became the
birthplace of Lt. General Richard
Anderson, ranking line officer in the
War Between the States, and his
surgeon brother, William Wallace
Anderson, Jr.
The old house is shaded by huge
trees, one of which is 400-year old
Spy Oak from which Tory spies
were hanged. In back is a Revolutionary garden containing several
rare shrubs, and to the left of the
building is a camellia japonica which
was planted by Joel Poinsett.
During
the Revolution,
the
Borough House served as headquarters for both the Americans and
the English, under Greene and
Cornwallis respectively.
On the
main door are rudely carved initials,
"C.A.," which stand for the ContiThis is No. 11 in

through
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nental Army.
The Borough House received its
share of the pillaging during the
War Between the States, also. The
house was miraculously spared from
burning, but a sideboard indoors
bears the marks of bayonets from
Potter's soldiers.
Preserved here are many letters
from General Robert E. Lee, General Thomas W. Sumter, and other
famous men. Among treasured old
portraits are "Mary Heron Hooper"
(1783) by Copley; "Captain Benjamin Heron," a pastel made in Temple Inn, London; "Colonel Patrick
Heron and Ann Vining" (1711) by
Sir Godfrey Kneller, court painter
to Charles II and George I; and a
Bartolozzi engraving of Lady Cicely
Heron (1798), copied from a Holbein portrait of her at Windsor
Castle. She was the daughter of Sir
Thomas More, the lord chancellor
of England who was beheaded by
Henry VIII, and later canonized.
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Brookgreen
Gordens .. obout holfway between
Georgetown
and Myrtle Beoch, is noted
its gorgeous flowers, its zoo, and its large collection of American sculpture.

BROOKGREEN

GARDENS,

Brookgreen Gardens, covering 4,000
acres near Georgetown, are some of
the most beautiful gardens in the
South. In 1932, Archer M. Huntington created these gardens from parts
of four former rice plantations. Mr.
Huntington endowed these gardens
with a $1,000,000 fund which is now
handled by a board of seven trustees.
The old Brookgreen Plantation
is the "Blue Brook" plantation used
by Julia Peterkin in her Pulitzer
Prize winning novel, "Scarlet Sister
Mary." The plantation was the
birthplace of Washington Alston in
1779. It was also the home of Aaron
Burr's daughter, Theodosia Burr
Alston. She was lost at sea in 1812
after sailing from Georgetown. The
gardens themselves contain an open
This is No. 12 in a series of articles
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GEORGETOWN

air museum, and a zoo which houses
various native South Carolina animals such as deer, bears, wildcats
and mink. In the open air museum
and scattered throughout the garden is a very complete collection of
American sculpture, comprised of
over three hundred pieces. Included
in this exhibit are pieces by Mrs.
Anna Hyatt Huntington, wife of
Archer Huntington: "Y outh Taming
the Wild" and "Diana of the
Chase." Other works are Mario
Morbel's "Night";
Bessie Potter
Vonnoh's "Water Lilies," Saint
Gauden's "Puritan"; Percy Bryant
Baker's "L'Apres-midi d'un Faune";
and other well known works such as
"The Sun Vow" and the "Youthful
Ben Franklin."
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Carolina
Hall, Florence County, in the early thirties was used as the selling for a movie
based on Paul Green's
Pulitzer Prize winning play, "The House of Connolly."

CAROLINA

HALLr

Carolina Hall, near Mars Bluff in
Florence County, was built in 1854
by Dr. William R. Johnson. All
materials used in building the house,
even the bricks, were made on the
plantation. With the exception of
the head carpenter from Charleston,
all labor on the home was done by
plantation laborers. The plantation
was originally planned as a rice
plantation, and the remains of a
network of canals and a floodgate,
much overgrown, can still be seen
in the lowlands.
Unfortunately,
however, Mrs.
Johnson died a few weeks before
they were to move into the house.
This accounts for the fact that the
plantation was never named when
the Johnsons occupied it. At one
time after the death of Dr. Johnson,
the dividing line for the inheritance
of two sisters ran directly down the
main hall of the house.
In 1902, the plantation had to be

FLORENCE

COUNTY

sold for division, and was bought
by W. R. Rankin, who repaired and
restored the old home. Mrs. Rankin
named the house "The Columns"
because of the 22 free standing
columns which surround the Greek
Revival white frame home on
three sides.
In the early thirties, "The Columns" was used as the setting for
a movie based on Paul Green's
"The House of Connolly." A replica
of the plantation was made in
Hollywood. Called "Carolina" in
the picture, the plantation has been
known as "Carolina Hall" since then.
At present, the plantation
is
occupied by Mr. and Mrs. B. H.
Harwell. Mrs. Harwell is the daughter of the Rankins. The principal
crops of modern day "Carolina
Hall" are corn, cotton, tobacco,
and a registered herd of Hereford
cattle.
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The Bethesda
Presbyterian
South Carolina buildings

Church in Camden,
built in 1822, is one of the many beautiful
designed
by Robert Mills, the state's most famous architect.

BETHESDA PRESBYTERIAN
In the year, 1774, the first Presbyterian meeting house was formed in
Camden. However, there was no
organized congregation,
and no
settled pastor until 1805, when a
church was organized, built and
named Bethesda. Its first pastor was
the Reverend Andrew Flinn who
began services in January of 1806.
Realizing the need of a larger
place, the congregation commissioned Robert Mills, South Carolina's outstanding architect of the
time, to design itin 1820. This church,
which is the present Bethesda Presbyterian Church, was completed in
1822. At that time, the pastor was
the Reverend John Joyce.
In 1825, a memorial to Baron
De Kalb, the German general who
assisted America in the Revolution,
was erected in front of the church,
and his remains placed under the
slab. Lafayette, the French general
who also came over to help the
American cause, officiated at the
laying of the cornerstone of the
monument.
The church was modernized in
1890, but in 1937, it was restored
to its original design. The present

CHURCH,

CAMDEN

pastor,
Reverend
A. Douglas
McArn, conducted the first services
of the restored church.
The church is designed in the
Greek Revival style, so popular
during the career of Robert Mills.
An unusual feature is the spire
placed in the rear. Outside stairways
and porches at the rear constitute
the main entrance to the church.
Formerly the porches were landings
for stairs leading to the organ loft
and gallery, one side of which was
reserved for Negro slaves and servants. Inside are 54 high-backed
pews with doors for each family
compartment. Each of these pews
were given as memorials to deceased
members of the church. Brass lamps,
replicas of the lamps of the original
church, bear names of elders and
deacons who served the church. The
high pulpit stands well forward in
the body of the church, and is entered by a winding stair on either
side. The pews and pulpit are
painted ivory with walnut trim.
The red carpet, hymnals, pulpit
Bible and marker harmonize pleasingly with the gray walls.
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St. Michael's Episcopal Church,
one of the most famous of the old
churches of Charleston, was built
in February of 1752. The architect
of the church has been a matter of
much discussion, but evidence points
to James Gibbs, who designed St.
Martin's-in-the-Fields
in London.
St. Michael's is an almost exact
duplicate of that church. The property is considered to be the oldest
church land south of Virginia continuously used as a place of worship.
The church had never been consecrated, due to the lack of a bishop,
until the year 1813. For this reason,
confirmation services were not held
until then. Here was formed one of
the first vested boys choirs in the
New World.
St. Michael's has not been used
exclusively as a church throughout
its history. In the early 1800's, it
was used as a poll for general elections, and public meetings were held
there until their violent nature
caused them to be forbidden in
1832. Earlier, the church was also
used as a fire spotting station. When
a fire was discovered, a lantern was
held out the window in the direction
of the fire.
The bells of the church are famous
for having crossed the Atlantic
Ocean five times. They were first
brought to Charleston from England in 1764, but were seized by
the British during the Revolution
and shipped back to England, and
returned later to Charleston. In
1862, the bells were sent to Columbia for safekeeping, but ironically
were partially destroyed in the fire
of Columbia during the War Between the States. They were again
shipped to England for repairs in
1866, and returned finally to the
church in 1867.
The great earthquake of 1884
knocked the gilded cypress ball off
the steeple. It had been repaired
for half a day when the tornado of
1885 damaged the church and
caused the entire steeple to sink
six inches into the ground.
A pew, set apart from the others
This is No. 15 in a series
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SI. Michoel's Episcopal
Church, Charleston,
is one of the oldest churches in the South. Its
famed
bells have crossed the Atlantic five
times, seeking protection or repairs.

because it has separate chairs in it,
is known as the "Governor's Pew."
It is sometimes known as the George
Washington pew, since it was used
by George Washington in 179l.
Other famous men have used this
pew, including Robert E. Lee, who
attended services here in 1862. The
original pipe organ, installed in
1767, is still in the church.
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Rutledge

College,
the oldest building
on the University
of South Carolina
Columbia,
dates from the opening
of the college
in 1805.

RUTLEDGE COLLEGE
OF SOUTH CAROLINA,

UNIVERSITY

Rutledge College, the oldest building on the University of South
Carolina campus, was used for the
opening of South Carolina College
in 1805. During its eventful history,
it has been wholly or partially rebuilt several times, and is now used
by the University of South Carolina
as the chapel for student assembly.
In 1813, only eight years after its
erection, the whole building underwent repairs. In February, 1855, a
fire caught in the small cupola on
top of the building. Despite the
enthusiastic efforts of faculty, students and volunteers, the midsection and east wing of the building were totally ruined. The west
wing was so damaged that it, too,
required rebuilding. The College
was rebuilt by October of 1855, but
two years later, reports show that
the walls were ready to fall, and it
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was repaired once again.
The College is best known historically for the part it played in
the War Between the States. When
the war became serious, and the
Confederate government took possession of the buildings of the
South Carolina College, Rutledge
was turned into a hospital for
wounded Confederate soldiers. Later when Federal troops occupied
the buildings in May of 1865, part
of the building was used as quarters
for Colonel Green and his staff.
Many of the rooms in the College
were used by Federal authorities
until 1869.
The House Of Representatives of
the General Assembly of South
Carolina held its meeting in the
chapel at Rutledge College during
the sessions of 1865 and 1866.
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Hampton

Park

in Charlestan
has its shore of Sauth Carolina
beauty.
winding drives make it a picturesque
spot.

lovely

lawns
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HAMPTON PARK, CHARLESTON
Beautiful Hampton Par k in Charleston is one of this famous city's
"newer" outdoor treasure spots.
Located at Rutledge Avenue and
Moultrie Street with its main entrance at the West end of Cleveland Street, Hampton Gardens is
part of the 250-acre grounds of the
Interstate and West Indian Exposition of 1901-2.
It was during this exhibit that
the sunken garden and the rosebordered walk were established.
These are two of the most outstanding and unusual beauty spots found
in the state.
Hampton Park now has lovely
landscaped shady lawns, through
which a picturesque winding drive
runs. There are a menagerie, ball
park and pavilion, too, in the Park.
The grounds of the Interstate
and West Indian Exposition of
which Hampton Park is a part,
were the estate of John Gibbes and
later the Rhett farm. They were
This is No. 17 in a series of articles

acquired later by the city of Charleston from the Library Society.
An interesting sidelight on the
gardens comes from the story of
1901-2 Exposition. Participated in
by 31 states and territories, the
Exposition drew a vast amount of
favorable publicity for the city.
President Theodore Roosevelt was
the guest of honor April 9, 1901,
which in itself served to enhance
the attractiveness of the show to
other visitors.
As a consequence of the Exposition, Charleston secured the American Cigar Factory, the Oyster Cannery, and the direct line of the
United Fruit Company between the
city and West Indian ports.
Although just reaching the half
century mark, Hampton Park has
all the exquisite charms and loveliness of the old South and its acres of
walks and drives distinguish it as
one of South Carolina's first attractions.
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Flowers, shrubs ond trees from 011 ports of South Carolino enhonce
Kolmia Gardens.
Here up country and low country meet in making
real treasure
spots. Admission is free.

KALMIA

GARDENS,

On the bluffs overlooking Black
Creek, about two miles west of
Hartsville on State Highway No.
151, is the arboretum known as
Kalmia Gardens. This charming
and beautiful garden spot, one of
the state's loveliest, was developed
by Mrs. David R. Coker as an arboretum for Coker College, the
liberal arts school for girls in Hartsville.
The 65-acre tract devoted to
Kalmia Gardens represents an almost complete cross-section of
South Carolina terrain. On its interesting landscape the visitor finds
over 700 varieties of trees and
shrubs native to the Atlantic seaboard.
Named for the native mountain
laurel, kalmia latifolia, which predominates in the gardens, Kalmia
Gardens are truly one of the real
This is No. l 8 in a series of articles

the noturol beouty of
this one of the State's

HARTSVILLE

"treasure spots of beauty" in South
Carolina.
With the mountain laurel as a
background, other plants have been
skillfully arranged about the three
small lakes in the heart of this
scenic forest garden. Close to the
live oaks and yaupons of the coast
grow the mountain rhododendron,
galax and laurel; and the swamp
lily consorts with the prickly pear.
Masses of the pink laurel spread
over the steep bluffs and a quick
turn in the path brings you upon
the black water, cypresses and
azaleas of the Low Country.
Irises of every hue add their
pastel loveliness to the charm of
Kalmia Gardens, and camellia japonicas of many varieties bloom in
the wintertime to give the area
almost year 'round beauty appeal.
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Taking .the steeplechase
hurdles an the Springdale
course, Camden, is as thrilling a sight
as yau will see in sports, This course is one of the most difficult-and
beautiful-in
the
United States.

THE STEEPLECHASE,
From across the nation come sportsmen and horselovers to this winter
mecca for the famous steeplechase
racing on one of America's finest
racing plants.
The Springdale course, located
just a stone's throw down State
Highway No. 97 after it intersects
with U.S. No. 521, is the focal point
for some of the country's most avid
horselovers from January through
April. Camden's mild and dry climate makes it well suited for the
many horse shows, riding, polo and
steeplechases and flat races held
there.
Most famous of the steeplechase
races run annually at the Springdale
course are the Springdale Cup and
Carolina Cup Races. The Carolina
Cup classic is usually held on the
last Saturday in March and attracts
thousands of race fans from all
parts of the nation.
Steeplechase races are colorful
This is No. 19 in a series of articles

CAMDEN

and spectacular events. The finest
racing horses are assembled for the
classic runnings and competition is
keen. Although state laws prohibit
pari-mutuel betting, they do not
diminish the speculative conversation and friendly wagers that build
to a high pitch during the racing
season.
From early in January interest
in the steeplechase events starts
rising with the arrival of many
horselovers from the north. As the
season progresses fevers run high in
anticipation of the big races.
Although industry thrives in
prosperous Camden it does not
interfere with the winter sports and
the horselovers are very definitely
not all seasonal "importations."
Many of Camden's citizens are outstanding horsemen and it is the
year-round home for some of the
nation's best thoroughbred horses.
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Tamassee

School for mountain children is operated
by the D.A.R. for the young
the Southern mountains. It is now 33 years old.

people

of

TAMASSEE SCHOOL
"My dear Mrs. Jones:
Our school began February twenty-fourth with an enrollment of
twenty-three. Some of the patrons were present at our informal
opening, and Miss Sallie Stribling came that day and helped me
until Thursday.
Very sincerely your,
Sue Annie Todd"
With that letter a vision became a
reality in the establishment of Tamassee School for mountain children,
one of the two industrial schools in
the United States owned and operated by the D.A.R.
Starting with a vision and the
burning ambition to improve educational facilities for mountain children, the ladies of D.A.R. in 1914
resolved to open a school.
Tamassee School, located about
16 miles north of Walhalla, now
has an enrollment of nearly 450
boys and girls from elementary age
through high school.
Almost every State in the Union
has contributed to the school's support. From an humble beginning of
one unfinished building and 110
acres of land, Tamassee has grown
to 27 buildings on 757 acres of land
with a valuation of nearly a half
million dollars. Children from 80
mountain districts attend the School.
Every child at Tamassee comes
This is No. 20 in a series of articles

from a rural, mountain community.
The School's gardens, orchard and
farm are laboratories where they are
taught the best agricultural practices adapted to their environment.
They maintain their own livestock for milk, butter and meat.
Fruits and vegetables from the gardens supply their tables and surpluses are canned by the students
for winter use.
The name Tamassee (Indian:
Sunlight of God) is derived from
the legend of a Cherokee fire prophet, who attributed
his power of
healing to a large ruby. From far
and near Indians came to the village with their ailments and wounds.
When the prophet died, the hill
where he was buried, now part of the
School area, was called Tamassee.
On or near the campus are many
interesting places that students gladly show to visitors, and accommodations are available in the summer
months.
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CAESAR'S

Caesar's Head was named far a rack that
juts impressively from the mountoinside and
overlooks The Dismal, the steep volley
below.

Caesar's Head, located in the Blue
Ridge Mountains about 30 miles
northwest of Greenville, has been a
resort since ante-bellum times when
the carriage trade made the steep
climb up the curving highway to enjoy the scenic beauty from amid the
mountains. Today from June to
September, Caesar's Head attracts
visitors from everywhere to the refreshingly cool climate at an elevation of 3,115 feet. From the rock
forming the "head" to the Saluda
River Valley below, there is a sheer
drop and 1,200 feet.
There is a controversy over the
origin of the rock's name and it is
This is No. 21 in a series
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HEAD
attributed to at least three different
sources. Some say that it has a
fancied likeness to the profile of
Julius Caesar, others say it was a
resemblance to somebody's dog
named "Caesar," but those who believe in the folklore of that section
say it is the corruption of the Indian
word for chieftain, "Sachem."
In the early summer the picturesque beauty of the mountainside is
emphasized by the brilliant blooming rhododendron, mountain laurel,
azalea, and dogwood, and all the
flora which make a summer in the
mountains such a joy to nature
lovers. As the leaves begin to turn in
the early fall, Caesar's Head surroundings become a mecca of vivid
colors. From atop the tower erected
on the Head, one can appreciate an
even more breathtaking spectacle
ranging 60 to 70 miles in all directions commanding a view of the rolling mountains in the distance dotted
with miniature cities in the valleys.
The once bare mountainside is
now sprinkled with summer homes
-from modest cottages to elaborate
mansions. In the midst of them is
the Caesar's Head Hotel that has
become the retreat for over-night,
week-end, or "all-season" guests. A
comfortable, rambling structure in
the colonial style, the Hotel's hospitality is characterized by its good
service, excellent food and comfortable quarters.
Highlighting the summer activities are the regular square dances in
the Hotel lodge featuring real mountain music and old-fashioned calling
by the natives of that section. The
resort area of 2,400 acres gives opportunity
for hiking, horseback
riding, nature study, photography,
and swimming. Fishing for trout in
the clear, cold mountain streams is
an attraction to anglers.
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Table Rock, according to Indian legend, was the private dining hall of a gigantic chieftain
who sat on the Stool at the right of the flat-topped
Table and dined more than 3,000
feet above
ordinary
mortols.

TABLE ROCK
From the entrance to Table Rock
State Park, the Pinnacle Mountain
sky line is visible, showing the f1attopped Table at the rear and the
Stool at its right. Indians said a
gigantic chieftain sat there to dine
more than 3,000 feet above ordinary
mortals.
The Park covers 2,860 acres with
a range of altitude from 1,500 to
3,436 feet. A forty-foot dam stems
Garrick's Creek and a tributary
stream to form the peanut-shaped
lake which is stocked with rainbow
trout. The lake has a wide, sandy
beach with bathhouses
nearby.
Boats are available and there are
picnic grounds with shelters. Eleven
comfortable, rustic cabins face the
lake and are available for rent by
the week.
Following the creek a footpath
winds three miles from the bathhouse area to the top of the Table
giving hikers the thrill of mountain
streams and waterfalls, sheer rock
cliffs and magnificent views from
high points. Nine hundred feet below is the sparkling blue water of
the Greenville reservoir; across the

wide valley Caesar's Head stands
out boldly.
At the 200-foot elevation the
trail joins a wagon road over which
patrons of the fashionable old KeithSutherland Hotel could take a 75cent oxcart tour to Governor's
Rock; from here the more adventurous walked the rest of the way to
the mountain top. The governors of
both Carolinas attended the gala
opening of the hotel in 1848. For the
festivities a cannon was to be
dragged by a rope to the summit,
but a pelting rain halted the proceedings at the rock, and here the
celebration was held, doubtless to
the relief of South Carolina's
Governor David Johnson, who was
enormously fat. According to one of
many such stories it was on this occasion that the governor of North
Carolina made to the governor of
South Carolina that deathless remark: "It's a long time between
drinks."
The secretary
of the
Historical Commission of South
Carolina has tried to kill the myth,
but Hydra-like it crops up at one
spot after another.
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Drag hunting in Aiken is a great
except the fax.
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that

has everything

pertaining

to a fax hunt-

DRAG HUNTING IN AIKEN
In Hitchcock Woods, on the southwest border of Aiken, there is an
area of nearly 20 square miles where
no automobile may enter save in
case of fire. This is the site of the
picturesque drag hunts.
The drag hunt has been known in
Aiken many years, but it was not
until 1916 that this sport became
truly "smart." Hounds were brought
from the North and club uniforms
of green coat with yellow collar
were adopted.
Drag hunting is a sport that has
everything pertaining to a fox hunt,
except the fox. It may include the
presence of internationally famed
huntsmen,
thoroughbred
horses,
pedigreed dogs, and even a tea room
in the woods-but no fox. A bag of

anise seed is dragged over a laid-out
course, and the hounds, just as excited as in a true fox hunt, follow
this scent. The drag lines consist of
lanes cut through the woods, with
rail fences providing barriers to
horse and rider. These barriers in
some cases are very high and spills
are not infrequent. The racing idea
is uppermost at all times and some
of the drags are ridden at a terrific
speed. A rider must keep with the
hunt for the honor of the drag and
his own stable.
Gentler events are the children's
drags each Saturday, when the incipient sportsmen and sportswomen
of the two boarding schools turn
out. Older riders who prefer an
easier pace join these drags.
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ST. PHILIP'S EPISCOPAL

St. Philip's Episcopol Church has been housed
in three different structures since its founding
almost three centuries ago.

In 1670, the first Anglican parish
south of Virginia was organized in
Charleston and ten years later the
congregation built its first church on
the corner of Broad and Meeting
streets. St. Philip's was moved to
its present site on Church Street in
1723. The interior was not finished
until 1727, however, and the congregation brought their own chairs
with them to the services since
This is No. 24 in a series
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CHURCH

there were no seats in the building.
Fire seemed to be a continuous
source of danger to St. Philip's
church. In the fire of 1799, the
church was saved only by the courage of a Negro sailor who climbed to
the top of the tower and tore off the
blazing shingles. The brave fellow
received his liberty, a sum of money,
and a fishing boat completely
equipped with nets, etc., for his reward. There was no such hero in
1835 and the entire building was
destroyed by fire. St. Philip's was
rebuilt for the third time and it is
that structure that now stands.
The first rector, the Reverend
Atkin Williamson, was also the first
Anglican minister in the state, and
in his day enjoyed high living. His
credibility as a witness was questioned in court because in 1682,
while confusing spirits with spirituality, he had christened a young
bear.
The lofty octagonal steeple of
St. Philip's formerly held a mariner's
light and was a target during Federal bombardment. And in 1863 its
chimes were cast into a Confederate
cannon and were never replaced.
Many noted patroits are buried in
the cemetery of St. Philip's, which
is cut into two plots by Church
Street, leaving one section across
from the church. Among those
buried in the two plots are Edward
Rutledge, a signer of the Declaration of Independence;
John C.
Calhoun, vice-president
of the
United States, Senator and Cabinet
officer; Col. William Rhett, colonial
hero who captured the pirates
Blackbeard and Bonnet; and Christopher Gadsden, Revolutionary
leader whose grave is unmarked by
his own request.
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Prince George, Protestant
Episcopal church in Georgetown,
one of state's most historic houses
of worship, was built in 1719 when several counties were a part of that parish. During the
American Revolution, it was used as a stable by British forces which occupied Georgetown.

PRINCE GEORGE, WINY AH
The church of Prince George Winyah
is nearly two hundred years old and
has historical meaning for South
Carolinians as well as religious significance. The Parish, from which it
takes its name, was organized in
1721 from a part of a former parish,
Saint James, Santee, that had been
laid out in 1706.
The first church in the new parish,
named for the prince who was to become King George II of England,
was a small frame structure and it
was built about 1726 at Brown's
Ferry on the right bank of Black
River, fifteen miles from the little
town of Georgetown. Some eight
years later Prince Federick's Parish
was formed and the church was
taken over by that organization,
another structure being planned for
Georgetown. This was the beginning
of the present building that was
finally completed about 1750. Since
that time, it has been continuously
used for religious services, although
during the Revolutionary War, it
was desecrated by invading enemy
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forces, being used as a horse stable
by the British.
Closely allied to Prince George
are the parishes of Prince Frederick
and All Saints. Formerly the centers of a flourishing and aristocratic
civilization that developed with the
culture of rice and indigo, these
churches today are but slight reminders of the past affluence. At
Plantersville, Prince Frederick is a
small building, the old Gun Church
on the once populous King's Highway between that summer settlement and Georgetown, no longer
being used. All Saints is a modern
building on the Waccamaw. All
three of these pre-Revolutionary
parishes are in charge of Rev. Mr.
Henry DeSaussure Bull, who resides in Georgetown.
General Francis Marion's father,
Gabriel Marion, is interred in the
cemetery of this church. The churchyard is a lovely garden and includes
majestic Live Oak trees, and beautiful camellias and azaleas.
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The Huguenot Church,
the United Stotes.

Chorleston,

built in 1845

is the lost
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HUGUENOT CHURCH
The Huguenot Church in Charleston
was founded in 1686 by Huguenot
refugees and is said to be the only
church in America using Calvinistic
Huguenot Liturgy. It was one of the
four churches founded by these
French Protestant refugees, who
sought civil and religious liberty
in Carolina.
For 150 years services were conducted in the French language but
now English is always used. The
change of language and other causes
has greatly decreased its congregation, most of its members having
joined the Episcopal church.
This Church Society is nearly as
old as Charleston. The city was
established on Oyster Point in 1680
This is No. 26 in a series of articles

and six years later there was a
French Protestant congregation in
the town. Those who are familiar
with the religious character and
habits of the Huguenots are not
surprised; it was customary that
they should promptly organize and
establish their Church where they
settled.
The original structure was destroyed in the great fire in Charleston in 1796, but has been rebuilt. It
was remodeled in 1845 on the walls
of its predecessor. The interior
walls are lined with small white
marble tablets,
memorials
by
Huguenot
descendants
to their
ancestors.
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The State Hause, one of the Nation's handsomest
capitols,
fired during General
Sherman's
march through the South.

wears

battle

scars

from shells

THE STATE HOUSE
The State House, a three-story,
gray granite building of Italian
Renaissance design, its hilltop park
shaded by fine old trees and studded
with monuments that portray South
Carolina's history, has been for 75
years the center of the State's political life. Despite the substitution
of the incongruous dome for the
rectangular tower designed by its
Viennese architect, John Niernsee,
the State House ranks as one of the
Nation's handsomest capitols.
Begun in 1851, when the first
capitol proved inadequate, its foundations
were unsatisfactory.
Niernsee, a resident of Baltimore,
was consulted in 1854, found the
work defective, and at a cost of
$75,000 tore out the faulty walls
and started again. Most of the
granite, excavated largely by slave
labor, was hauled by wagon from
Granby quarry, until a three-mile
railroad was specially constructed
in 1857.
Bronze stars on its south and
west facades mark scars made by
Sherman's shells, and heat from the
flames of the old State House caused
the flaking of the new building's
western walls. Even Sherman
spared further demolition of the
unfinished structure because he admired it as a "beautiful work of art."
The second-floor entrances, north
This is No. 27 in a series

of articles

and south, their porticos supported
by 12 immense Corinthian columns,
are approached by monumental
granite stairs. On the first landing
of the north, or front, entrance,
stands a life-sized bronze statue of
George Washington, a duplicate of
the Houdon statue at Richmond,
Virginia, cast by W.J. Hubbard.
Inside the lobby, a niche, right of
the front entrance, holds a life-sized
statue of John C. Calhoun, South
Carolina's greatest statesman, who
served as Vice President, two terms
as United States senator, and twice
as a Cabinet member.
The senate chamber, in the east
wing, is dominated by an oil portrait
of Calhoun over the rostrum, with
smaller paintings of other notables
around the walls. When the senate
is in session the sword of State
hangs on the front rostrum.
The house of representatives, in
the west wing, displays above the
speaker's desk during legislative
sessions the American flag, the
State flag, and the Confederate
flag; a special rack on the desk holds
the gold-burnished silver mace, emblem of authority of the house.
When the house files into the senate
chamber, and upon state occasions,
the mace is borne at the head of the
procession.

to acquaint

our readers

with South Corc:lna

The South Coroliniana
Library at the University of South Carolina,
college library to be in a separate
building in America.

Columbia,

is the oldest

SOUTH CAROLINIANA LIBRARY
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA, COLUMBIA
More than a century ago, South
Carolina College could boast of the
first library building to be erected
by an institution of higher learning
in the United States. That first
library, perfectly preserved, stands
today at the north end of the horseshoe entrance to the campus of the
University of South Carolina in
Columbia.
About 1839, when a chemical explosion set off a fire endangering
one of the South Carolina College
buildings, an unusually fine collection of books was also endangered
in the room above the laboratory.
This collection included such a
treasure as the original edition of
"Birds of America" by John J.
Audubon. This book had been unearthed when a scholarly group of
legislators had authorized faculty
members to search Europe for rare
books for the school's collection.
In May, 1840, the South Caroliniana library (then known simply
as South Carolina College Library)
was completed. A year later, Harvard University built its library,
and two years later, Yale erected a
This is No. 28 in a series of articles

separate building to house the
library.
Although records have disappeared, it is believed that Robert
Mills, famous Charleston-born architect, designed the building. The
interior is an exact replica in wood
of the Congressional Library which
preceded the present one, and which
was much admired for its beauty.
The building served as a repository for the general book collection
of the University for exactly one
hundred years. Once in 1865 it was
used as a meeting place for the
state legislature. In May, 1940,
when the McKissick Memorial
Library was completed, the old
library was given its present title
and reorganized as the repository
for the University's special collection of books and manuscripts on
the history and culture of the state.
Today South Caroliniana Library
contains approximately 2,000,000
manuscripts, 475,000 individual issues of newspapers, and about
50,000 books, probably the most
complete collection of South Caroliniana in the world.
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Parris Island, United States Naval
band of french Huguenots arrived

Station, dates its glorious heritage
back to 1562
and built a fort of earth and logs on the Island.

Just off the South Carolina coast,
midway between Charleston and
Savannah, lies the first site of any
colonization attempted in the New
World. This site was a low-lying
island, covered with palmettos,
pine, oaks and semi-tropical foliage.
Later named Parris Island, for
Colonel Alexander Parris, public
treasurer of South Carolina prior to
1733, this island is now one of the
largest recruit training depots of the
United States Marine Corps. From
3,500 to 4,000 marines are trained
here annually. Federals used the
island as a ship coaling base during
the 1860's, and it was made a Naval
Station in 1876. In 1915 the entire
property, except the 200 acres of the
original post, was purchased and
turned over to the Marine Corps.
In 1562, a French Huguenot expedition, under the leadership of
Jean Ribaut, left the shores of
France to seek a religious asylum.
While exploring the coast line of the
newly-discovered continent, Ribaut
discovered Parris Island, landed,
and began erecting a small log-andearthen-work fort on the southeastern end, facing the open sea.
The fort was named Charlesfort,
honoring Charles IX.
Ribaut returned to France for

when a

reinforcements,
leaving
Captain
Albert, a stern disciplinarian, in
charge of the some 30 settlers. Food
grew short; Albert hanged one man,
and left another, La Chere, to starve
on an island. The remaining men
mutinied, killed Albert, and rescued
La Chere. Believing themselves deserted, they built a boat and set out
for France. The craft leaked and the
men were starving. La Chere proposed that one of their number be
killed for food. When lots were cast,
he was the victim. An Engli h ship
eventually picked up the survivors
and returned them to France.
In 1917, excavations uncovered
cedar foundations of a fort. A monument was dedicated on March 27,
1926 on the alleged site of Ribaut's
post, known as Charlesfort. Actually, according to Historian D.D.
Wallace, the site chosen was that of
the later Spanish fort, San Marcos.
The monument bears the inscription, "Here stood Charlesfort built
1562 by Jean Ribaut for Admiral
Colil;(ny-a refuge for Huguenots
and to the glory of France."
This monument on Parris Island,
which towers over sixteen feet,
symbolizes an epic unmatched in
American History.

This is No. 29 in a series of articles to acquaint our readers with South Carolina

Gist Mansion,
the Fairforest

near Union, has all the charm of the antebellum
days.
Chapter of D.A.R. and Clyde T. Franks of Laurens.

About eight miles from Union on
the Gist Bridge Road is the Gist
Mansion, built in 1832 by William
H. Gist, governor of South Carolina
(1858-1860). Behind the wroughtiron fence surrounding the front
yard are the remains of the once
lovely garden, now restored to something of its original beauty. Ancient
magnolia and crape myrtle trees
tower above rosebushes and boxwood -still fragrant in their seasons.
The house is built of stuccoed
brick, buff color, with gable roof,
pedimented portico, front and rear
piazzas, and two chimneys at each
end. The front entrance is framed
with side lights, an elliptical fanlight, and three-quarter
pilasters,
with entablature and soffit panels.
The hand-forged iron strap hinges
that support shutters and doors are
of local workmanship. A brick walk
of herringbone pattern leads from
the rear to former slave quarters
and kitchens. Ornamentation, more
refined than is usual in Up Country
houses built in this period, shows
close adherence to Greek prototypes and reveals highly skilled
craftsmanship.
This is No. 30 in a series of articles

It has been restored

by

Twist molding is found throughout the house on door frames and
wainscoting and the broad fireplaces
have mantels with moldings, rosettes, pilasters, and entablature. A
staircase spirals upward to the
second floor; a trap door in the parlor leads to a large cellar. Among
the relics are a number of dueling
pistols owned by Governor Gist.
William H. Gist (1807-1874) was
born in Charleston, but spent most
of his life in upper South Carolina.
He served for many years in the
general assembly, and was elected
governor in 1858 because of his secession leanings. He was a member
of the Secession Convention and the
South Carolina Executive Committee of Safety. In 1862, however, he
abandoned his political career and
returned to his home where he remained until his death. In keeping
with the chivalrous order of the
day, Gist once engaged in a duel
over a lady; his opponent Samuel
Fair was killed.
Gist Mansion is open at all times
for a fee of 50c.
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The Charleston
Museum is the aldest
Library Society in 1773.

in the United

The Charleston Museum, oldest in
the United States, occupies the
Thompson Auditorium
built in
1899 in Charleston. The museum,
founded by the Charles Town Library Society in 1773, was revived
by trustees of the College of Charleston in 1852 and housed in the college
building. After several transfers and
reorganizations, the museum was
established here in 1907, and incorporated under its present name
in 1915.
The galleries are devoted almost
entirely to South Carolina culture.
In the north gallery are keys, locks,
and hinges of the eighteenth century, primitive agricultural
and
cooking implements, illustrations of
stages of the silk industry, a cypress
canoe built in 1830, a keeled plantation barge, a brick press, an old gristmill, and a rice fan for cleaning rice
by hand, as well as other valuable
relics of early plantation days. Here
also is an extensive exhibition of
South Carolina woods, stones, and
fossils, and a very unusual group of
fresh-and salt-water shells from all

States,

founded

by the Charles

Town

parts of the world.
One of the prized possessions is
the 'Apothecary's Hall', a greater
part of one of the oldest drugstores
in America. The proportions and fittings of the original shop of 1780
have been preserved, even part of
the cornice and wainscoting, with
complete equipment.
Also in the east gallery are models
of typical local architecture and
paneling and woodwork of several
rooms from old houses which have
been torn down. One is from Elmgrove Plantation,
Christ Church
Parish, built about 1735, another
is the drawing room from a dwelling
of about 1764. In the galleries and
halls are various models showing
local topography and scenes from
local history. The first floor is devoted to natural history, and every
effort has been made to have it
complete for the State.
The Museum is open daily from
10 :00 until 5:00, and from 3 :00 to
5:00 on Sundays. No admission
is charged.
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St. Helena's
Parish, Beaufort,
has been
in continuous religious activity since 1712no interregnums,

no fires, no removals,

is probably
today the oldest
in the United States.

living

and

church

St. Helena Episcopal Church, Beaufort, of brick, stuccoed and coursed
to resemble masonry, was built in
1724 for a parish organized in 1712.
The building has been twice enlarged, and its tottering steeple,
which is said to have been 118 feet
high, was removed in 1866. A substitute square frame tower served
for many years after that. In 1940,
plans were formulated for a more
appropriate spire, for which one
parishioner subscribed $10,000.
The fanlighted entrance is flanked
by pilasters and arched windows,
and two side entrances, supported
by smooth white Doric columns,
lead to large interior galleries around
the rear and sides. A semicircular
apse with domed ceiling contains
the altar and chancel.
The silver communion plate,
given by Captain John Bull in
memory of his wife who was carried
off by the Yemassee Indians in the
uprising of 1715, is still owned by
the church. Tombstones from the
surrounding burial ground served
as operating
tables
when St.
Helena's was used during the War
between the States as a hospital.
The shady graveyard,
which
covers a whole city square, holds
among its many old tombs that of
John Barnwell, who came here from
Ireland in 1701 and won the sobriquet of 'Tuscarora Jack' for his
successful leadership of a campaign
in North Carolina to subdue Tuscarora Indian uprisings. In addition
to being a distinguished Indian
fighter, he was chosen as a diplomatic representative to present the
cause of the colonists in England
when South Carolina revolted in
1719 against the Lords Proprietors.
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The First Baptist

Church on Hampton Street, Columbia,
the second edifice for a congregation

South Carolina was erected
organized
in 1809.

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH,
The First Baptist Church located
on Hampton Street between Marion
and Sumter
Streets
in South
Carolina's capitol city, Columbia,
is a dignified brown brick building
whose architecture clearly indicates
the influence of Robert Mills, a native South Carolinian and First
Federal Architect. With no steeple
or bell, square double front doors
and arched windows, the building
somewhat
resembles
the
early
churches of New England. Its quiet
dignity is further enhanced by a
wide entrance porch with four
stately brick columns, their bases
formed by encircling flanges of
lighter-hued handmade brick, with

in 1856,

COLUMBIA

a bell-shaped cross section. The
congregation was organized in 1809
and worshipped in a small frame
building on an adjacent site until
the new church was built in 1856.
The site of the original church is
now occupied by a modern Sunday
school building.
It was in this church that the
"Rebel Convention" met to draw
up the Ordinance of Secession.
Knowing this, Sherman determined
to destroy it, but according to
legend was prevented from doing
so by the loyalty of the old Negrc
sexton, who deliberately
misdirected him to an old frame church
which he destroyed instead.
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The winter home of Mrs. DuBose and the late Mr. DuBose Heyward
where the late George
Gershwin obtained
his inspiration to write the operatic score of Porgy and Bess.

"PORGY"
Past or present, South Carolina's
richest contribution to music has
been made by its Negroes, partiecularly in the Gullah chants. The
Negroes' rendering of white people's
hymns and songs has effected a
change of familiar airs into harmonies characteristic of the race.
In these adaptations and in their
original compositions, the feeling of
their strange minors and the lilt of
their rhythmic jig tunes have permeated all post-bellum American
music. The negro sets his life to song:
whether he labors or 'pleasures
himself', whether he grieves or
rejoices, his emotions are spontaneously expressed in harmonies
almost impossible for the white
man to reproduce.
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"I can trace a popular melody
in most of the boatman's chants",
wrote Fanny Kemble, the famous
English actress, in 1836, of the sea
island Negroes' singing. "I often
wish some great composer could
hear these semi-savage performances. With a little skillful adaptation and instrumentation, barbaric
chants and choruses might be
evoked from them that would make
the fortune of an opera."
Her prophetic wish was realized
when the late George Gershwin
spent several months at the late
Mr. DuBose
Heyward's
home
"Porgy" in the South Carolina coastal region absorbing the feeling and
color of Negro music before composing the score for Mr. Heyward's
famous opera Porgy and Bess.
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Mulberry
Castle, situated
near Charleston
on a bluff overlooking
the Cooper
River, was
built in 1714 by Thomas Broughton, Governor
1735-37.
Still retaining
its character,
it is
considered
one of the finest homes in the State.

MULBERRY CASTLE
MULBERRY PLANT A TION NEAR CHARLESTON
Surrounded by beautiful formal gardens containing some of the rarest
specimens of camellias and azaleas,
and looking down over gently sloping windswept lawns toward the
Cooper River, Mulberry Castle, a
low two story Jacobean style brick
house, stands today as interesting
and historically eye-appealing as it
did when it was built in 1714.
The architecture of this magnificent residence is interesting and
arresting. It is said that Thomas
Broughton, Governor 1735-37, patterned this imposing pre-revolutionary home after Seaton, Broughton
Manor house in England. The hipon-gable roof of the main house has
five dormers, front and rear. The
four small tower rooms, topped with
This

bell-shaped cupolas and wrought
iron weathervanes give the house
a medieval bearing and it is said
this may explain the title "Castle."
It was a fortified household during
the Yemassee War and was later
used as headquarters for British
cavalrymen.
Mulberry Castle was named for a
mulberry tree found growing there
by some early settlers when they
discovered some Indians cultivating
this land. A branch laden with
berries is carved in the pediment of
the small entrance porch.
Located on U.S. Highway No. 52,
about 28 miles north of Charleston,
Mulberry Castle stands in all the
stately splendor of yesteryear as one
of the finest houses in the State today.
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The vast bulk of Indian Mound marks the site of Fort Watson,
a British Revolutionary
captured
by General
Francis Marion in 17BO by secretly building a log tower higher
the Fort in a single night and showering
lead down into the enemy enclosure.

Post,
than

INDIAN MOUND
FORT WATSON MEMORIAL, SUMMERTON
Located on the trail that leads
around Scott's Lake, through virgin timber and dense undergrowth,
the vast bulk of Indian Mound,
800 feet in circumference, rises to a
height of 50 feet, marking the site
of Fort Watson, a strong British
Revolutionary Post, captured by
General Francis Marion by a new
and very clever method of attack.
Being without artillery, bombardment was out of the question
and some other method of surprise attack was necessary. Colonel
Mahan, one of General Marion's
officers solved the problem. In a
single night General Marion's men
This

hidden by trees, hewed logs and
secretly erected a tower higher than
the Fort itself. At dawn showers of
lead poured into the enemy enclosure, resulting in a quick victory. This new and ingenious plan
of attack stands as a turning point
in military strategy, was later used
successfully in many Revolutionary
encounters.
Indian artifacts and several old
European coins have been unearthed
at this historic spot and legend adds
a romantic touch by recounting
that the mound is under the curse
of an Indian girl deserted by her
lover.
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Here in the romantic and historic harbor of Port Royal, described
by Ribaut in his report to
Admiral Coligny in 1562 as "one of the greatest
and fairest havens in the world" nestles the
old-world
town of Beaufort,
in prideful
brooding
of having resisted
the march of time.

BEAUFORT
Beaufort, seat of Beaufort County
and the second oldest town in South
Carolina is a seacoast town on
Port Royal Island, one of the 65
islands that make up the county.
In days gone by, the harbor of Port
Royal was described by Ribaut in
his report to Admiral Coligny in
1562 as "one of the greatest and
fairest havens in the world", was
a bustling busy port, alive with
vessels from many countries awaiting their cargoes of lumber, cotton
and phosphate.
But Beaufort, the town, was not
destined to become the shipping
center for these products. Rather
it was to retain its old world charm
and the county become the hub of
extensive truck-farming and canning interests, to which in more
recent years have been added the
year-round tourist trade and the
shrimping and oystering industries.
Beaufort, itself, for all its turbulent
history of wars and hurricanes preserves its old-world charm and tranquility and in appearance today it is
very much as it was a century and
a half ago.
Its handsome old houses stand
with a sort of brooding pride in
having resisted the march of time.
Set in old-fashioned gardens where
yellow jessamine, moss and wisteria
intermingle, and where oleanders
and camellias grow profusely, these
grand old homes present a combination of the Classical Revival and
an adaptation of the smaller plantation house. Here, too, and peculiar to the low country of South
Carolina are found the houses of
"tabby" a composition of crushed
oyster shells.
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Though the town is about equally
divided between whites and negroes, the races live in friendly
harmony, each willingly recognizing
and observing social distinctions.
And yet the negroes do not live in
any segregated area and it's an interesting sight to see the whitewashed cabins of the negroes with
their blue doors and shutters interspersed among the white peoples'
homes. It has been said these blue
doors and shutters originated many,
many years ago to keep out the
"ha'nts", but the custom's origin
likely goes back 150 years to the
time when the negroes were given
the residue of indigo in the iron dye
vats, as that industry faded away.
Strange folklore and folk customs
still exist among the negroes, and
visitors are surprised to find in their
cemeteries grave ornaments ranging
anywhere from whiskey bottles to
alarm clocks. The last articles used
by the deceased are placed on the
graves and never disturbed for fear
of "plat-eye".
During the last fifty years tremendous tracts of the taxable land
of Beaufort County have been withdrawn from cultivation through
sales as hunting preserves to wealthy
nationally-known
sportsmen.
In
most instances their handsome estates lie along its many creeks and
rivers occupying the sites of the
original old plantations. Beaufort
itself, overrun by the destructiveness of wars, ravaged by hurricanes
and tropical storms, refused to bow
down. It still endures, courageous
and intact, a living symbol of the
spirit and graciousness of the
Old South.
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One of the most beautiful and historical of the famous gardens
of the low country of South
Carolina.
In the words of the eminent English author, John Galsworthy,
"Nothing
so free
and gracious,
so lovely and wistful, nothing so richly colored,
yet so ghost-like
exists,
planted
by the sons of man. It is a kind of paradise
which has wandered
down, a miraculously enchanted
wilderness."

MAGNOLIA

GARDENS NEAR CHARLESTON

South and not far from Charleston
on U.S. Highway No. 17, adjoining
Drayton Hall, (an immense twostory brick house built by John
Drayton in 1738 and the only
Ashley River home not vandalized
by the Yankees in 1865) are situated Magnolia Gardens, owned
since the early 18th century by the
Drayton family.
Probably nothing more spiritually
fine has ever been written about
Magnolia Gardens than the words
of the English author John Galsworthy when he wrote, "Nothing
so free and gracious, so lovely and
wistful, nothing so richly colored,
yet so ghost-like exists, planted
by the sons of man. It is a kind
of paradise which has wandered
down, a miraculously enchanted
wilderness. "
Magnolia-on-the-Ashley
was in
Colonial times one of the richest
yielding rice plantations in the low
country and its site then, as today,
on a bluff overlooking a bend in the
beautiful Ashley River, adds even
more charm, beauty and interest to
the Gardens themselves. The plantation was inherited by John Grimke
-Drayton, an Episcopal Clergyman,
who for reasons of ill health was
forced to retire from the work of
the church to an outdoor life on his
plantation. Here in 1830 he developed beautiful Magnolia Gardens,
thus contributing possibly as much
to the spiritual welfare of mankind
This is No. 38 in a series
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as he might have done had he remained in the ministry.
In this historic, family setting of
Drayton Hall Plantation the 25
acres of sheer beauty stand as a
tribute to the God-sent work of this
humble clergyman. Here he became
one of the pioneer horticulturists of
this country when he created Magnolia Gardens. Here on the banks
of the beautiful, curving Ashley
River, oriental exotics bloom among
the rich flora of the South Carolina
coast. The amazingly tall azaleas
ranging from coolest white through
warmer shades of lavender and
coral, to a bonfire blaze of scarlet,
contrast with the green of lawns
under the cypress and live oak
trees, soberly draped in gray moss.
There are over 500 varieties of
camellias, probably the largest collection in America, and many of
them are now camellia trees, 25 feet
high. The dark waters of a lake
flowing gently beneath a beautifully
formed wooden footbridge reflect
the glorious coloring of camellia [aponicas and wisteria. The garden
also has fine specimens of California
redwood, Chinese yew and French
cypress, as well as a collection of
rare plants imported from all over
the world.
From now until well on into April,
Magnolia Gardens presents a progressive procession of almost unbelievable beauty.
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Cypress Gardens, twenty-four
miles north of
Charleston. One of the wonderland
spots of
the world where the old and the new intermingle to produce an awe-inspiring spectacle of almost unbelieva ble beauty.

CYPRESS
GARDENS
Cypress Gardens are unlike any
other gardens in the world. From
the earliest days of discovery the
cypress forests of the South Atlantic
region have been mentioned in our
history and literature as weird, impenetrable places, familiar only to
the native Indian and later to the
more venturesome trappers and
hunters. The forest of Cypress Gardens is a typical one and the garden
has been designed to harmonize and
emphasize the mystery of this wild
and native grove. Tamed by man,
the Cypress Gardens, comprising
some 250 acres of the Dean Hall
Plantation on the beautiful Cooper
River, is both the youngest and the
oldest of the century-old gardens
that have spread the fame of
Charleston throughout the world.
The plantation was originally developed by Sir John Nesbit Dean of
Scotland and it is recorded in 1842
as a model community, employing
and supporting more than 500 persons. Rice was the fortune of these
river plantations and Dean Hall
Plantation prospered by its proximity to an abundance of fresh
water. At the end of the Confederate
War this agricultural system collapsed and the plantation acres
gradually reverted back to nature
and again became forest.
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In 1906 Benjamin R. Kittredge
acquired Dean Hall, the third family to own what was once a famous
prosperous rice plantation. In 1928
this man, utilizing the area that
originally was the reservoir and
with a force of some 200 men using
picks, shovels, axes and wheelbarrows, for at that time no machine existed to smash the jungle,
started to create what has since
become known as one of the most
historic and beautiful gardens in
the world. Dean Hall House was
built between 1821-1827. Trees do
not crowd about the house though
its four corners are outlined against
magnificent aged oaks. The original
oak avenue extends across the
southern exposure and leads, bordered by great oaks and magnolias,
down to the river. A broad view of
the Cooper River curves across the
north-east to south-east exposures.
Dean Hall House and the site
upon which it stands has long been
famous as one of the finest in
the South.
As the visitor sees Cypress Gardens 1952, it is hard to imagine it is
only twelve years old, grown from a
natural wonder into one of the most
unusual and beautiful gardens in
the world. It has been truly said
"The trees give it antiquity, the
water mystery, the flowers glory."
The cypress trees rising from deep
clear waters are awe-inspiring in
their size and endless number and
their great heights are quietly reflected in the inky black waters as
in an onyx mirror. The gray spanish
moss dripping from their branches
gives an air of romance and mystery.
Flowers have been planted in profusion, and along winding paths and
on tiny islands, a variety of brilliant
blooms contrast with the ageless
beauty of the trees. Narcissus, daffodils, lilies, iris, azaleas, and camellias are mirrored in its waterways.
The season is at its peak from
January until May, though there
is a steady progression of bloom
from early winter. It is memorable
for itself alone and does not depend
on the seasons.
Visitors can stroll leisurely or ride
in rolling chairs along its many
paths, but the gardens are seen to
their greatest advantage by floating
gently over the inky, black waters
in gaily painted little boats, quietly
paddled by low country negroes,
midst the ghost-like trees hung with
shimmering moss. The boat trips
take 45 minutes, but for those who
prefer to walk there are miles of
paths, crossing and criss-crossing
lagoons and islands and so planned
so the visitors can walk as far as
they desire.
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MIDDLETON

GARDENS

Beautiful Middleton Place Gardens
are the oldest landscaped gardens
in America, dating back to 174l.
They are situated on State Highway No. 61, 13 miles from its junction with U.S. No. 17, south of
Charleston.
Aside from the sheer beauty of its
landscaping, the graceful terraces,
ornamental walkways and large
trees, Middleton Place holds great
historical interest for all Americans.
During the American Revolution
the British took over Middleton
Place, but did not destroy the mansion. Later after the American
Army encamped here, it was in this
mansion that terms were drawn for
the final departure of the British
from South Carolina.
In 1865 in the War between the
States only the right wing of the
mansion survived being burned out
by the federal forces. It has been
restored and is the country home of
the present owner, J.J. Pringle
Smith, a direct descendant of Henry
Middleton,
Governor' of South
Carolina and son of Arthur Middleton, one of the signers of the Decclaration of Independence. Arthur
Middleton died in 1787 and rests in
the great grey tomb in the quiet of
the garden.
Formal landscaping of the already gorgeous garden was conceived by Henry Middleton in 1740
and the work was started under the
direction of a protege of the great
LeN otre, designer of the famous
gardens of Versailles, whom Henry
Middleton induced to come to
America to attempt to blend the
glory of the coastal waters and
vistas of river and marsh with the
formal beauty of the European garden. It is said that this work took
10 years to complete. In later years,
his grandson, Henry Middleton,
invited Andre Michaux, celebrated
French botanist to visit Middleton
Place and through him procured
some of the first Camellia Japonica
ever brought to America. Three of
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the four plants set out by Michaux
are still living. William Middleton,
who inherited the estate in 1846,
furthered the beauty with a magnificent collection of Azalea Indica.
One enters these gorgeous century-old gardens by mounting a
short flight of steps, which once led
into the front hall of the great mansion, burnt by the Union forces
toward the close of the Confederate
War. Looking down from the steps
and to the left, the gardens rise
from the river in sweeping terraces
at the foot of which are the paired
Butterfly Lakes, the ancient ricemill and plantation dock. Still further to the right is the mill pond,
its banks bordered with flowers and
moss-draped trees. Walking to the
left, the gardens extend along the
Long Terrace, beyond which are the
rose garden, the sunken gardens,
and the reflection pools, which
mirror the full beauty of this botanical paradise. It is on this walk
that one encounters the monarch
Middleton Oak. Estimated to be
over 200 years old, the stately
giant's circumference is 37 feet and
its moss-draped limbs reach out
144 feet in solemn splendor. Along
with the ancient oak are many rare,
exotic specimens, Chinese azaleas,
the gingko, mimosa, varnish and
spice trees.
In his book, "California Gardens", E.T.H. Shaffer, has this to
say about Middleton Place: "There
is a year 'round procession of flowers. The camellias begin in late
November and linger until the end
of April; March and April form the
spring festival of azaleas; and as
they pass, the gardens are filled
with the delicate pinks of mountain
laurel. Through the summer months
there is a succession of roses, while
the air is filled with heady perfume
wafted down from the towering
magnolia grandiflora. And blending
with these major notes are always
a thousand minor flowers, heatherbell and hawthorne, lotus and iris."
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"Old
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now a modern
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COUNTY

"The old order changeth, yielding
place to new." Without losing any
of its outward charm, so remindful
of a miniature spanish castle, the
"Old County Jail" now serves as
the headquarters for the offices of
the works progress administration,
county and home agents, production marketing authority, soil conservation, welfare departments and
club activities. Walterboro
and
Colleton County folks have long
been proud of the architecture of
this 109 year old building, and are
even more so now since its rise in
stature and usefulness from "The

Office

Building,

Walterboro,

South

Carolina.

JAIL, WALTERBORO
Old Jail" to the "Modern County
Office Building."
The first jail and court house
were erected in Walterboro, the
county seat, in 1820, taking the
place of the earlier buildings at
Jacksonboro.Then in 1843 Jonathon
Lucas and his brother built the
"Old Jail," and with the more recent changeover to county office
building, a new jail has been erected
back of this old building.
New streets have been cut
through, and these old and new
buildings now stand out in delightful contrast.
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Medway
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Plantatian was built in 1686 by Jan Van Arrsens,
of colonists from Holland to settle in Carolino.
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MEDWAY PLANTATION
Medway Plantation is the oldest of
record in South Carolina and is as
cosmopolitan today as it was when
Jan Van Arrsens, Seigneur de Wernhaut built it in 1686-over
250
years ago.
The Province of Carolina was
but 16 years old when Jan Van
Arrsens led a group of colonists
from Holland to settle here. He was
given a grant of 12,000 acres, on a
beautiful bluff overlooking Medway
River, near what is now Highway
No. 52.
He built a one-story rectangular
house of brick made from nearby
clay pits, the architecture of which
reflected the influence of Holland.
It is said he pioneered the use of
brick in Carolina.
The Plantation
has changed
hands several times in the past 250
years and many owners over the
centuries have left their individual
contributions, a terrace, the beautifullive oaks, or an avenue to add to
the beauty and historic value of this
oldest of plantations.
Van Arrsens died soon after settling in the Province. His widow
married Thomas Smith, the founder
of an extensive Carolina family.
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Other well-known owners included Thomas
Drayton,
John
Bee Holmes and Theodore Samuel
Marion, nephew of General Francis
Marion. In 1827 the property passed
to Theodore Samuel DuBose, whose
wife planted the magnificent live
oaks and many other stately trees
still standing.
In 1835 Mr. and Mrs. Peter
Gaillard Stoney began a family
tenure which was to last almost a
century, during which they added
the west wing and set out the horseshoe double avenue of live oaks.
In 1906 the Plantation was in
the hands of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel
Gaillard Stoney, who restored the
second story, the old gardens, and
set the terraces between the avenue.
The present owner, Mrs. Carnes
Weeks, and her late husband, Sidney J. Legendre, bought Medway in
1930. Many of the old plantation
out-buildings, originally slave quarters, kitchens and a school have
been converted into guest houses.
The landscaped grounds, old
oaks shrouded in hanging moss, the
bold pastel stucco of the house and
colorful azaleas all add to the picturesque quality of Medway.
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Old Stone Church and Cemetery
stand in silent tribute
heroism of our first settlers and to many of South Carolina's
soldiers, who are buried there.

OLD STONE CHURCH
Many of the pioneers who settled in
this territory a few years previous
to the building of Old Stone Church
came over the mountains from
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia
and North Carolina to make their
homes in this beautiful savage wilderness. Many of them were of
Scotch-Irish descent and, once they
had set up their homes, they set
about establishing a church and
school, for with them religion and
learning go hand-in-hand.
The first site of the church was
about one mile from the present
structure. The congregation worshipped in the old log building for
several years. The foundations of
Old Stone Church were laid in 1797
on approximately 17 acres of land
given by John Miller, better known
as Printer John Miller. John Miller
was an English printer, who originally settled in Charleston and later
'came to Pendleton to establish
Miller's Weekly, which was eventually known as the Pendleton Messenger. The files of this paper are
eagerly sought today as excellent
historic reference. The building was
completed in 1802. The architect
and contractor for the Church was
John Rusk, father of Thomas
Jefferson Rusk, soldier, Chief JusThis is No. 43 in a series of articles
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tice and Senator from Texas. The
first pastor was the Reverend
Thomas Reese, first South Carolina
minister to receive the degree of
Doctor of Divinity. Thomas Reese
and his son, Sidney; General Andrew Pickens and his son, Andrew;
Printer John Miller, who donated
the land for the church and cemetery; Reverend James McElhenny,
D.D., one of the pastors and the
builder of Calhoun's mansion at
Fort Hill; Andrew F. Lewis and
John Maxwell, signers of the Ordinance of Secession, are but a few of
the "illustrious" who are buried in
the Old Cemetery.
Old Stone Church is located on
a paved road leading south from
U.S. Highway No. 76, from a point
midway between Pendleton and
Clemson. The field stone building
is a well preserved specimen of
frontier workmanship. Old Stone
Church and Cemetery is administered by a non-sectarian,
selfperpetuating commission, chartered
under the laws of South Carolina.
The cemetery is maintained by a
small income from a small endowment. The upkeep of the Church
depends upon the interest of the
public.
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OLD BURNT CHURCH,

The sturdy walls of Old Burnt Church stand
as a symbol of on earlier civilization:
the
plantation
era. An ancient
landmark
of
Colonial days; a memorial to great men of
Revolutionary
Days.

The concise history of the chapel is
read on a bronze placque placed on
the wall of the church in 1941 by the
Colonial Dames of South Carolina.
It reads "Ruins of Pon Pon Chapel
of Ease, St. Bartholomew's Parish
-1706-Parish
Established-1713.
Rev. Nathaniel Osborn, Missionary
of the S.P.G. Arrived 1715-Parish
Devastated by the Yamassee Indians-1725. Act of General Assembly Provided for the Chapel of Ease
- 1734 - John Wesley preached here
April 24, 1753-Vestry
ordered a
brick building to replace wooden
chapel. Building burned between,
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1796-1806. Has since been known as
the Burnt Church."
Visitors today to the ruins of
Old Burnt Church often query "But
why did they build it in such an isolated spot?" True, it is today isolated and all the more interesting.
But it was not so when built because
at that time Parker's Ferry Road
was the stage coach road connecting
Charleston and Savannah. President George Washington travelled
this very road on his southern tour
in 1791.
This was no isolated region then.
It was in the very heart of the finest
plantation
country. Around the
church, were the plantation homes
of Colonel Isaac Hayne, the McCants, the Croskeys-the
Glovers,
the Warleys, and the vast acres of
the Boone Barony-It
was on
Parker's Ferry Road that General
Francis
Marion ambushed
the
British Army; and not too distant
is Sander's
Hill where MajorGeneral Greene's army encamped
during Revolutionary Days.
Colleton County was the stronghold of the "Dissenters". Many of
the rectors sent here from England
under the auspices of "The Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel in
Foreign Parts" found that it took
plenty of stamina and good health
to endure traveling across their
parish. An Act of 1725 provided for
the building of a Chapel of Ease
"Old Burnt Church" at Pon Pon
thus easing the burden.
The extreme thickness of the
walls has always been of intense
interest to visitors-and
one visitor
interprets their endurance of over
225 years to the fact that the mortar between the bricks seems to be
even harder than the bricks it
holds together.
Such is Old Burnt Church-a
memorial to the great men of Revolutionary Days who do or do not
sleep in its peaceful cemetary-a
shrine marking the beginning of a
deeply religious group.
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The Second Presbyterian
and the Third "Dissenter"
church to be established
inlWiliiamsburg
County. A splendid example of the strictly plain, dignified architecture
of the periad of 1830.

INDIANTOWN
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Williamsburg
County
The history of Indiantown Presbyterian Church dates back over 200
years. No accurate records are
available, but it is reported that
the congregation was organized in
1750 and that the church received
a legacy of land and money from
William Thompson in 1754; and a
house of worship was in use in 1757.
The charter members were for the
most part sons and daughters of the
Scotch-Irish members of Williamsburg (Kingtree) church, who had
settled in the lower part of what is
now Williamsburg
County, and
with them were a considerable number of Church of England men.
Indiantown was therefore the Second Presbyterian
and the third
"Dissenter"
church to be established in what is now known as
Williamsburg County.

The first edifice of worship is believed to have been constructed of
homemade brick. This church was
destroyed by Tarleton's Lieutenant
"Bloody" Wemyss in 1780. The
congregation, impoverished by war,
had no funds to build immediately
and worshipped for some 4 to 5
years under a brush arbor erected
near where the first church had
stood. The second church built of
hewn logs sufficed until 1830 when
the present building was erected.
It is of frame construction and its
severly plain rectangular design is
an excellent example of the popular
architecture of that time. A portico
with massive Doric columns was
added in 1907 and a basement for
Sunday School purposes in 1919.
Today it has 356 members and its
pastor is the Rev. E. T'lBeckman.
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Built in 1B55, the Governor's
House, glorying in its unpretentious
otmosphere,
has been
"home" to South Carolina's greatest governors, and among its guests hove been many of
the great of the nation and the world.

GOVERNOR'S HOUSE
The Governor's House at Columbia,
one of the city's most famous showplaces, is so-called today out of
respect for the present Governor,
James Francis Byrnes, who prefers
the simple term "house" rather than
the more pretentious "mansion".
As a matter of fact, the house
itself is unpretentious and friendly,
its simplicity confirming the warmth
of the welcome to be found inside.
. The house was erected in 1855 to
serve as barracks for officers in the
old Arsenal Academy. Two buildings which survived the burning by
Sherman 10 years later were joined
to make the present structure. Today, beautifully landscaped grounds
This is No. 46 in a series of articles

are surrounded by a cast-iron fence
on a plastered wall, and the tall
magnolias and other shade trees
give the home a true southern
setting.
Many of the nation's great men
have been entertained here, including the late President Roosevelt,
and some of South Carolina's
loveliest ladies have served it
as hostesses.
Three-quarters of a century of
gracous living and "southern hospitality" are deeply imbedded in
the charm of the house, and are truly expressed by the present occupants, Governor and Mrs. Byrnes.
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Organized
in 1815, one of the oldest organizations
of its kind in America,
often referred to as "the mother of Clemson College."

PENDLETON

FARMERS

The Pendleton Farmers Society
holds an important position in the
history of the State and in the history of the United States. It is one
of the oldest organizations of its
kind in America and is in fact as
well as in name a farmers' society.
Its organization dates back to 1815.
On its membership rolls are the
names of John C. Calhoun and
Thomas G. Clemson. In a paper
read by Mr. Clemson in 1867 the
advantages of the establishment of
a college such as Clemson College
were strongly set forth and ultiThis
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SOCIETY,

the Society

is

Pendleton

mately developed after his death
and through his beneficence into
Clemson College. A college that has
more students taking the full agricultural course than any institution
in America.
One of the oldest members was
not far wrong when he remarked
that, "the Pendleton Farmers Society is the mother of Clemson
Agricultural College". This Society
owns its own handsome colonial
hall in the center of Pendleton,
erected in the early part of the last
century.
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EDISTO ISLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Edisto Island

This beautiful past-colonial building, erected
in 1831, is said to be the oldest edifice of
"uninterrupted"
Presbyterianism in South
Carolina,

Edisto Island Presbyterian Church
stands today in a grove of great oak
trees overhung with moss. It is a
beautiful post-colonial
building
erected in 1831 and has one of the
most interesting histories of all our
South Carolina churches. It is said
to be the oldest "uninterrupted"
Presbyterian organization in South
Carolina; having been instituted by
Scotch Presbyterians between 1690
and 1710.
In 1717 Henry Bower conveyed a
grant of 300 acres of land he had
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obtained from the Lords Proprietors
to certain persons in trust for the
benefit of a Presbyterian minister
of Edisto Island. All the church
records were destroyed during the
Revolution so there is a gap in the
records until the erection of the
present building in 183!.
By order of the Confederate Government in 1861, Edisto Island was
abandoned by "the whites" and
some of their loyal Negro slaves.
After the war they returned to find
the Island in possession of the
Negroes including the Edisto Presbyterian Church. To evict these
people was no easy problem to the
war-impoverished returning Presbyterians. Certain expenses had to
be met including the services of a
lawyer to present properly an appeal to the Federal Government.
It was a struggle, but finally on
the last Sabbath in the month of
May 1866, several whites under the
leadership of the Rev. William
States Lee, pastor, and under escort of the commanding officer of
the post (the State was under martial law) and armed with the order
made their way to the church. The
Negroes blocked their passage and
those within the church continued
singing one hymn after another in
order to prevent service of the order.
Finally the Rev. Lee's patience ran
out, and Bible in one hand, and the
other holding the order of eviction,
he announced in clear tones, "In
the name of God, and by the authority of the United States Government I demand possession of this
building". "Your titles, sir", said
the negro preacher after he and two
of his associates had looked them
over, "are clear so far as might and
power can make them so we will
vacate." So ended this most stirring
episode in the history of this church.
So today with its 60 members and
75 in its Sunday School, under the
guidance of its pastor, the Rev.
W. H. Goodman, you'll find Edisto
Island Presbyterian 'Church stands
as a symbol of solidity of Presbyterianism throughout South Carolina.
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The Bob Jones University
Most Unusual University';
and Illustrative Material

Museum ond Art Gallery lacated on the campus of "The World's
in Greenville,
houses the Bowen Collection af Biblical Antiquities
and the Bob Jones University Collection of Sacred Art.

The extreme modernism of the
Architecture
of the Bob Jones
University Museum and Art Gallery, though it ties in with the other
buildings on the campus, is in
strange contrast with the ancient
statuary, pottery, and objects of
art which it contains. Opened on
Thanksgiving Day, 1951, this beautiful building houses the Bowen
Collection of Biblical Antiquities
and Illustrative Material and the
Bob Jones University Collection of
Sacred Art.
The art collection was made by
Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., president of the
school, and has been termed one of
the most remarkable collections of
famous religious paintings in the
world. Exhibiting only religious art,
it is made up entirely of Old Masters
from the Thirteenth through the
Eighteenth
Centuries. Numbered
among the paintings are outstanding works by such artists as Botticelli, Tintoretto,
Veron ese, del
Piombo, Solimena, Mostaert, van
Leyden, Cranach the Elder, El
Greco, Ribera, and Murillo.

The Bowen Collection of Biblical Antiquities
and Illustrative
Material, valued at $300,000, includes articles from Palestine, Syria,
Lebanon, Egypt, and Trans-Jordan.
There are items from the royal
tombs of Egypt, and collections of
models of Palestinian life.
The purpose of the collection on
the campus of this outstanding
Christian university is not only cultural but spiritual. As stated by
Dr. Jones at the opening of the
gallery, "Through these paintings
it is hoped that students and visitors
alike will realize more and more how
universal is the message of the Word
of God in its appeal to human hearts
in every generation."
Each day the Museum and
Gallery are visited by many members of the Bob Jones University
student body, which numbers three
thousand young people from every
state in the Union and some thirty
foreign countries, and by scores of
friends and visitors from throughout the country.
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Beautiful Edisto Gardens, owned and maintained
by the City of Orangeburg
attracts
sands 01 visitors yearly to its bloom-laden
scenes of beauty in a setting of moss-draped

thouIrees.

EDISTO GARDENS
In the spring when the magnificent
azaleas are in full bloom, thousands
of them, Edisto Gardens present a
panorama of inspiring beauty, a
fairyland enjoyed by thousands of
visitors year after year.
Edisto Gardens are located within the city limits of Orangeburg on
Highway 301, along the banks of
the beautiful North Edisto River.
It is hard to believe that this 55
acre garden was once a garbage
dump and would still likely be,
were it not for the vision of men
like the late John H. Sifley, R. H.
Jennings and A. C. Watkins, who
in the 1920's foresaw and created
Edisto Gardens as a municipally
owned and maintained garden spot.
To extend the season of beauty
and color of Edisto Gardens,
Andrew C. Dibble, Superintendent
of Parks in Orangeburg for the past
15 years, planted roses. Today over
2,000 rose bushes bloom from May
This
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well through the summer months.
Ever-blooming hybrid teas and
florigundas are in profusion, because
as Mr. Dibble says, "they bloom
from thaw to frost." There are 28
of the best standard varieties including the well-known Peace, Debonair, Goldilocks, Pinnochio, Lowell
Thomas, Country Doctor and Editor McFarland. It is one of the 22
test gardens affiliated with the
American Rose Society and the All
American Rose Selection Commitee.
The rose connoisseur or the simple
lover "of the beautiful" will be
well rewarded in visiting Edisto
Gardens-open
to the public all
year 'round, free of charge-other
features are the lake, the Japanese
Iris Garden, the Chinese Water
Wheel, and hundreds of camelliajaponicas, which bloom from December to March. With the addition
of the roses it is now a year 'round
paradise for flower lovers.
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The South Carolina
Opportunity
chance" at Education for Adults.

School,

SOUTH CAROLINA

flrst of its kind in the nation,

OPPORTUNITY

The Opportunity School of South
Carolina, the state's adult education center, was the first school of
its kind in the United States. It
offers a second chance at education
to those men and women whose
grammar school or high school
training was interrupted
before
graduation.
Begun in 1921 as a one-month
vacation boarding school for working women, The Opportunity School
was so well received that each succeeding summer until 1946 found an
Opportunity School in the State.
And this was despite the fact that
the school had to shift from one
college campus to another eight
different times!
In 1946, the General Assembly
appropriated sufficient money to
operate the school on a year-round
basis, provided a suitable site could
be located. The Columbia Army
Air Base in West Columbia had
been abandoned by the federal
government two years earlier and
This

offers

a "second

SCHOOL

was chosen for the school's permanent home.
In January, 1947, The Opportunity School began year-round
training in the former air base hospital. Actually, the school is made
up of a group of separate buildings
connected by two and one-half miles
of corridors. The main building now
houses the dormitories, classrooms,
library, workshop, kitchen, dining
hall, canteen,
recreation
hall,
lounges, warehouses and offices.
In addition to the fundamental
grade and high school subjects
which are taught, many special interest subjects, such as art, music,
ceramics, and woodworking, are
also offered. Students at the Opportunity School are urged to work
for their high school certificates for
which their studies at the school
can prepare them.
The school offers educational
help to pupils from 16 to 70 years of
age and its principal aim is development of the individual personality.
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C. STATE UBRARY BOARD

OLDE MAIN TOWER, Furman University
majestic sentinel of learning. One of
the most frequently painted and
photographed landmarks on the
campus, as artists have sought to
capture the spirit of the institution,
the Tower has come to be something of a trademark of quality in
the educational world.
Today, the hearts of 9,000 former Furman students beat a little
faster at the sight of the Tower, or
upon hearing its bell ring following
Furman
football victories. The
ringing of the Tower's bell to celebrate football victories grew out of a
custom established during the War
between the States, when a colored
janitor at Furman made it a practice to.ring the Furman bell following each Confederate victory.
Furman University had been in
existence for more than a quarter of
a century before Olde Main was
erected, in 1853. Soon the University is to be located on a new campus five miles north of the present
location, on Highway 25, where a
site of 1,000 acres has been secured.
But plans are already being considered for conserving historic Olde
Main, one of the best examples in
this section of Italian Renaissance
architecture.
Perhaps for no Furman alumnus
is Olde Main Tower more meaningful than for Dr. John L. Plyler, now
in his fifteenth year as president of
the University. President Plyler
literally grew up "in the shadow of
the Tower," and planned from his
earliest childhood to "be a Furman
man."
Currently the Tower looks down
upon a student body of something
more than 1,100 assembled from 25
states and from six foreign countries,
who are preparing to be leaders in
wide and varied fields of service in
the days ahead.
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The ringing of the Tower's bell to celebrate
football victories grew out of 0 custom estoblished
during
the War
between
the
Stotes, when 0 colored
janitor at Furman
made it a practice to ring the Furman bell
following each Confederote
victory.

SYMBOL

OF

FURMAN

UNIVERSITY,

Greenville, the South's oldest Baptist college, is Olde Main Tower,
which has stood for a century as a
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