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There is probably a forest right in your own back 
yard. A place where you can begin to discover 
the unique charactertistics of individual trees. 

Trees offer us such a diversity of beauty and 
products. The more we learn about trees, the 
more we can appreciate their role in the 
complex environment in which we live. 

Remember: Trees are a natural renewable resource. 

~._ 
THE 

That's amazing! -----
The Crown 
Each leaf or needle uses 
sunlight, carbon dioxide 
from the air, water and 
nutrients from the soil and 
turns them into sugars the 
tree needs to grow. 
(Photosynthesis) 

The Tree Trunk 
is covered with bark that is 
unique to that species of tree. 
Bark protects the tree. The 
trunk also produces wood cells 
and carries water, nutrients 

'1,~~;:__\\~t'ii/Arand sugars to parts of the tree. 

The Roots 

It is also the part that holds the 
tree up. 

anchor the tree into the 
ground. They store starch for 
the tree's use and they absorb 
water and nutrients from the 
soil. Most of the roots are only 
one foot underground, but they 
may spread beyond the tree's 
leaf canopy. 

The tree species illustrated in this booklet are only a few 
of the more common trees you will find in South Caro
lina . Listed below are tree books available at local book 
stores that will give additional information: 

• The Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Trees 
• Trees of North America - A Guide to Field ldenti(lcation 
• The Tree ldenti(lcation Book 
• Landscape Plants of the Southeast - by Gordon Halfacre 
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our greatest natural resources, and 

~~ renewable. This booklet is 
help recognize a few of the trees native 

arolina woodlands. Learning the name of 
a tree is only the first of many steps in learning 
about other forest systems (such as wildlife, soils, or 
water). We hope that you will be stimulated to 
pursue a greater appreciation and understanding 
about the forest environment. 

• KINDS OF TREES: 
There are two distinct kinds of trees fou 
Carolina's forests: 

. I L. .Conifers: Pine and cedar. These 
0~~ needle- or scale-like foliage and cone
~uits. They are generally known as 
~reens. (exceptions such as Baldcypress) 

2. Broadleaf trees: Oak, maple, elm, etc. 
These trees lose their foliage each fall 
g~ng season and develop new leaves 

pring. They are generally described 
eciduous.(exceptions such as American Holly) 

• HOW TO STUDY TREES: 
To identify any of the trees in our forests, an 
observer must learn to recognize one of several 
plant characteristics. These include: 

e leaf shape 
e flowers 
e fruit 
e twigs and buds 
e bark 
e general appearance 

As you become familiar with the kinds of trees, 
you will begin to understand the value of trees. 
Trees provide beauty, food, shelter, oxygen, 
wood products, and ... 

a great place for adventure. 
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Cabbage Palmetto 
rolina Palmetto" ,"Cabbage Palm" 

(Saba/ palmetto) 
Height 30-50' 

Characteristics: The Cabbage palmetto is the 
South Carolina State Tree. It is a medium-sized 
evergreen palm with a stout, unbranched trunk 
and very large, fan-shaped leaves. At first the 
leaf bases cling to the trunk. Eventually it 
becomes smooth. In the spring the palmetto has 
fragrant tiny white flowers which droop in clusters 
about 2' long. The fruits are round and shiny
black. Each encloses a single chestnut-brown 
seed. 
Location: The cabbage palmetto grows on 
sandy shores in crowded groves and inland in 
hammocks. 
Use: The trunks are used for wharf pilings, 
docks, and poles. Brushes and whisk brooms 
are made from young leafstalk fibers and baskets 
and hats from the leaf blades. 

(1.) 
0 

E 
::E 

FIJN ~EE FA~,.= In the old days, the trees ..I 
were killed in order to eat the large leaf buds CC 
as a cabbage-like salad. Thus the name. G. 
"cabbage palmetto". 

! 
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Baldcypress 
(Taxodium distichum) 
Height 1 00-120' 

Characteristics: The baldcypress has 
cone-shaped knees projecting from submerged 
roots. It is the only native conifer which sheds 
its needle-shaped leaves each winter. 
Baldcypress trunks are enlarged at the base. 
Location: This tree grows in very watery 
sites, swampy soils of riverbanks and flood 
plain lakes that are sometimes submerged. 
Use: The wood is used in heavy construction, 
including docks, warehouses, boats, bridges 
and general millwork and interior trim. It can be 
used as an ornamental tree . 

FUN 'fREE FA~'f: Called the wood- a 
eternal because of the heartwood's res is- .,. 
tance to decay. 



lf .. A,. ,.~EE IS ,. .. IS ? 

Eastern Hemlock 
{Tsuga canadensis) 

Height 60-70' 

Characteristics: This is a lacy evergreen tree. 
The flat needles are round-tipped and marked on 
the lower surface with two pale lines. The 
hemlock has a broad-based shape and the 
branches are often drooping and "feathery". 
Location: You only find this tree in the 
mountains of South Carolina. The eastern 
hemlock grows in acid soils. Often you will find 
the tree in moist cool valleys and ravines. 
Hemlocks grow very well in the shade of larger 
trees. 
Use: It is a graceful ornamental tree. The wood 
is light, soft and brittle. Sometimes it is used for 
construction lumber and plywood . 

FUN ftEE F A~'f: The bark was a commer
cial source of tannin in the production of 
leather. Pioneers made tea from the leafy 
twigs and brooms from the branches. - "1 
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Loblolly Pine 
"Old field pine" 
(Pinus taeda) 
Height 80-1 00' 

Characteristic: Loblolly pine needles are 5 to 
9 inches long. The bark is thick dark-reddish 
brown. The crown is rounded and the trunk is 
tall and straight. 
Location: Loblolly grows throughout the state. 
Loblolly is the principal commercial pine of the 
southeast because it grows well on a variety of 
sites. 
Use: Loblolly pine is used for lumber, plywood 
and pulpwood (paper) . 

~ ftiEE F.AS'f, One meaning for the • 
word loblolly is "mud puddle" because ~ 
these pines often grow on wet sites. It is 
also called "old field pine" because it seeds 
in open fields very readily. 
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Longleaf Pine 
(Pinus pa/ustris) 

Height 80-1 00' 

Characteristics: Longleaf is named for its 
very long lustrous drooping needles, which are 
1 0-15" and in clusters of 3. The needles are 
crowded into dense tufts toward the end of the 
branches. The 6-1 0" cone is the largest of any 
southern pine. When young, the seedlings pass 
through a "grass" stage for a few years in which 
the stem grows thickness rather than height 
and the taproot develops rapidly. 
Location: Longleaf generally grows in very 
sandy soils. Most common in the Midlands and 
Coastal Plain. 
Use: The wood is used for lumber, poles, 
pilings and plywood. The sap is collected for 
processing into turpentine and resin. The 
seeds are eaten by squirrels, turkey and • 
songbirds. 'fit 
~ ,... FA~'f. Hogs root up the seed
lings and eat bark and soft wood of the tap 
root. 
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Pond Pine 
"Marsh Pine", "Pocosin Pine" 
(Pinus serafina) ..C~a1~1tlW 
Height 40-70' 

Characteristics: The slender are in 
clusters of 3 and 6-8" long. The cones are egg
shaped and remain closed on the tree for many 
years. 
Location: The pond pine prefers to grow in wet 
to moist swamps, shallow bays and ponds areas. 
Use: The wood is very resinous and heavy and 
used for lumber and pulpwood. 

FLIN ifltEE FA~,.: "Pocosin" is an Indian 
name for pond or bog. The Latin name 
serotina means "late" referring to the cones 
which remain closed for years before open
ing. After fires or other damage, seedlings 
and trees will produce sprouts from the 411t 
roots. '1f 
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Shortleaf Pine 
(Pinus echinata) 

Height 70-1 00' 

Characteristics: Needles are only 2 to 4 
inches long. Examine the bark for small round 
holes which often appear damp with resin; 
these holes are pitch pockets. Also look for the 
dimples in the bark which is only on the short
leaf pine. The small cones resemble the size 
and shape of an egg. 
Location: Shortleaf pine grows throughout 
the Piedmont and Midlands, often on rocky, 
upland sites. 
Use: The lumber is used in plywood, veneer 
and pulpwood. 

~ ftEE F.AC"r, Unlike most other 
pines, small shortleaf can sprout new 
growth following fire damage or injury. * 
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Slash Pine 
"Yellow Slash Pine", "Swamp Pine" 
(Pinus el/iottii) 
Height 60-1 0_0' 

Characteristics: Slash pine is one of the most 
important pines of the southeastern U.S. The 
needles are dark green 8-12" long in 2- or 3-
needle clusters. The fast-growing tree commonly 
grows to 100 feet with a tall straight trunk. The 
horizontal branches form a handsome tree. 
Location: Slash pines grow in low areas such 
as pond margins, flatwoods, swamps including 
poorly drained sandy soils and also in uplands 
and old fields . 
Use: This wood is heavy, hard, durable and stiff. 
It is very important both for lumber and ship 
building and sealing. 

FIJN ftEE FAG'f: The common name • 
comes from the turpentine face or "slash" 
cut into the bark to collect the resinous sap. 
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Eastern Redcedar 
(Juniperus virginiana) 

Height 40-60' 

Characteristics: This is an evergreen tree 
with flat, scale-like needles. The bark is light 
reddish brown, often in peeling, papery strips. 
Location: Look for these evergreen trees in 
old fields and along fence rows. They grow from 
dry uplands to wet soils of riverbanks and 
sandy soils near beaches. 
Use: The aromatic wood is used for cedar 
chests, cabinetwork, and carvings. The wood is 
slow to decay so it is often used for fence posts. 
Cedar oil is used in medicine and perfumes. 
Cedars are sometimes selected as Christmas 
trees. a 
Fl4t ftEE FAC..,., At one time, redceda~ 
was the primary wood used to produce 
pencils. The juicy berries are consumed by 
many kinds of wildlife, including the cedar 
waxwing, named for this tree. 
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Leyland Cypress 
(Hybrid-Alaska Cedar 
and Monterey Cypress) 
Height 20-1 00' 

Characteristics: This is a beautiful ex
tremely fast-growing evergreen tree. It has 
medium blue-green sprays of foliage that form 
long ascending branches. The wood is moder
ately soft but strong. 
Location: Leyland cypress adapts to most 
soils but performs best on well-drained sites. It 
is good for windbreaks and noise abatement. 
Use: Leyland cypress is often used in land
scaping as screening; it is a popular Christmas 
tree species. 

FIJN ftEE F AS'fs This tree is a sterile 
hybrid; it can only be reproduced from stem 
cuttings which are rooted and then 
outplanted. The seedlings have a good rate 
of survival. 
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Black Tupelo 
"Biackgum", "Pepperidge" 

(Nyssa sylvatica) 
Height 50-1 00' 

Characteristics: The black tupelo or blackgum 
has many slender, nearly horizontal branches 
and very glossy leaves that turn a beautiful 
scarlet in autumn. The leaves are oval, smooth
edged and crowded on short twigs. The fruit is 
round, dark blue, and clustered on stalks up to 
1 1 /2" long. 
Location: Look for this tree in moist soils of 
valleys and uplands in hardwood and pine 
forests. 
Use: Tupelo pulp is used for high-grade book 
and magazine papers. The lumber goes mostly 
into shipping containers and parts of furniture. 

FUN -r-ltEE FAG'f~ Black tupelo is a honey 
plant. The juicy fruit is eaten by many mam
mals and birds. 
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Eastern Redbud 
"Judas-tree" 
(Cercis canadensis) 
Height 40' 

Characteristics: This leaf is a broad heart 
shaped leaf 3-5" wide with a pointed tip and 
smooth margins. The beautiful pinkish-lavender 
flowers that cover the leafless twigs are an early 
sign spring is on the way. The leaves turn yellow 
in the fall. The fruit is a flat seed pod 2-3" long 
and pinkish green turning brown. 
Location: Redbud grows in moist soils of 
valleys and slopes in hardwood forests. 
Use: It is a popular ornamental tree. The flowers 
can be eaten as a salad, or fried. 

FUN 'fltEE FAG,.: According to myth, Judas 
lscariot hanged himself on the Judas-tree 
after which the white flowers turned red with 
shame or blood. 
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~~J}owering Dogwood 

~ 

(Comus florida) 

Height 30' 

. tree is 
named for its beautiful white springtime flowers. 
The leaves are oval and slightly wavy. The dark 
brown rough bark is broken into small square 
plates that some say resembles alligator hide. 
What is thought to be the "flower" is composed 
of 4 large white petal-like bracts. The "true" 
flower is a small greenish-white compact head 
in the center of the showy bracts. The fruit is 
shiny red berries clustered at the end of a long 
stalk. 
Location: It grows well on moist and dry soils 
throughout the forest. 
Use: The extremely hard wood is shock 
resistant and useful for making weaving 
shuttles, spools, small pulleys, mallet heads 
and jewelry blocks. Wildlife feast on the red 
berries in fall and winter. a 
FUN ftEE F.AS,.: Indians used the W,. 
aromatic bark and roots as a remedy for 
malaria. 
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Laurel Oak 
(Quercus laurifolia) 
Height 60-80' 

Characteristics: The leaves are semi-decidu
ous which means that the leaves of the current 
year remain on the tree through the winter. The 
leaves are small, narrow, 2- 4" long and pointed. 
Some of the leaves are irregularly lobed. 
Location: Look for the laurel oak on moist 
sandy soils quite often along the edges of rivers 
and swamps. The tree grows rapidly. 
Use: Laurel oaks are handsome shade trees. 

FIJN ,.~EE FA~,.= The name derives from 
the similarity of the foliage to Grecian Laurel, 
a Mediterranean shrub."' 
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Live Oak 
"Virginia Live Oak" 

. . . (Quercus virginiana) 
~~~- Height40-50' 

Characteristics: This oak tree is evergreen. 
The leaves are quite small, shiny and dark green 
above and slightly rolled under on the sides. The 
live oak has a widespreading crown and gnarled 
branches usually draped in Spanish moss. The 
tree seldom grows to more than 50' but may have 
a crown-span of 150' or more. 
Location: Live oaks grow well in sandy soils, 
including coastal dunes and ridges near 
marshes. 
Use: Today it is used mostly as an ornamental 
tree, characterizing the deep south. 

FUN ftEE F A~lf: The wood is extremely 
difficult to saw and dry. It was once used to 
build structural pieces for repair of wooden 
warships such as "Old Ironsides". "' 
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Southern Magnolia 
"Evergreen Magnolia", 
"Bull Bay" 
(Magnolia grandiflora) 
Height 60-80' 

beautiful native evergreen trees. The 5- to 10-
inch long leaves are shiny-bright green and 
leathery on the upper surface and covered on the 
lower surfaces with rusty-colored fuzz. The 
fragrant showy-white flowers are 6 to 9 inches in 
diameter. The fruit is made up of numerous pod
like structures that each contain 2-3 crimson 
seeds that hang from the pods on slender stalks 
when ripe. 
Location: Magnolias grow in moist soils of 
valleys and low uplands with other hardwoods . 
Use: It is a very popular southern ornamental 
and shade tree. The wood is hard and heavy; 
used for crates, boxes, flooring and doors . 

FUN ftEE F AG'f": Florists use the dried. 
leaves in decorations. 'rf 
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Sweetbay 
"Swampbay", "Swamp Magnolia" 

(Magnolia virginiana) 
Height 20-60' 

Characteristics: The leaf is shiny bright green 
above and whitish underneath. It is 3-6" long. In 
the South, the leaves stay on the tree until new 
ones appear. The creamy white flowers are 2-3" 
wide and very fragrant. The bark of the tree is 
smooth and the foliage and twigs have a spicy 
fragrance. 
Location: This swamp magnolia prefers to grow 
on the borders of ponds and streams and in 
wetlands. 
Use: This tree is used as an ornamental be
cause of the fragrant flowers and showy conelike 
fruit. The wood is soft and used for minor 
products such as handles and core stock for 
lower-grade furniture. 

FIJN ftEE F AG"f: Colonists called the tree 
"Beavertree" because they caught beavers 
in traps bailed with the fleshy roots. "' 
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Willow Oak 
"Pin Oak" 
(Quercus phellos) 
Height 50-80' 

Characteristics: This oak is named for its 
willow-like leaves. Distinguishable from most 
other oaks because of the narrow leaves without 
lobes or teeth . You can also distinguish this oak 
from willows because of the acorns and the tiny 
bristle-tip points on the leaves. 
Location: It is most common on moist soils of 
lowlands, along streams and swamps. 
Use: Willow oak is a popular shade tree for 
streets , lawns and parks. It is also important for 
wood products. 

~ .,._ P:.AS'f, It is easily transplanted 
because it has shallow roots. It is consid-
ered one of the best oaks for texture and a 
form. '1f 
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American Beech 

~ 
:~ 

"Beech" 
(Fagus grandifolia) 

Height 60-80' 

Characteristics: The oblong-pointed leaves 
have straight parallel veins. The leaf margins are 
coarsely saw-toothed , pointed at the tip. The 
trunk is light-steel-gray and beautifully mottled. 
Very visible in the woods in fall and winter since it 
retains its pale brown leaves until early spring. 
The nuts are edible and an excellent food for 
wildlife. 
Location: Look for this tree in the moist rich soils 
of uplands and well-drained lowlands. It will often 
grow in pure stands. 
Use: The wood is heavy, strong, shock resistant, 
and bends easily when steamed. It is good for 
containers because it does not give an odor or 
taste to the contents of the container. 

FUN ftEE FAG,., The smooth bark entices 
knife carvings into its trunk which sadly will 
last the life of the tree. 
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American Holly 
(/lex opaca) 
Height 40-70' 

Characteristics: The American holly is an 
evergreen tree with a dense crown of leaves that 
are spiny-toothed, thick, stiff, and leathery. The 
spring flowers are small and white; and the fall 
berries are bright red. 
Location: This tree grows on moist or wet well
drained soils, especially flood plains. It is com
mon in the forest. 
Use: The evergreen fruiting branches from wild 
and planted hollies are popular Christmas 
decorations. The whitish, fine-textured wood is 
especially suited for inlays in cabinetwork, 
handles, carvings and rulers. Many kinds of 
songbirds, gamebirds and mammals eat the bitter 
berries. 

FIJN ftEE F AG'f": The white wood can be 
dyed various shades, even black. 
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American Hornbeam 
"Blue-beech" 

(Carpinus caroliniana) 
Height 20-35' 

Characteristics: This is a small, shrubby 
tree with one or more short trunks angled or 
fluted. It is seldom taller than 25' to 35'. The 
bark is blue-gray in color, smooth, often with the 
appearance of a muscular arm. The leaves are 
pointed at the tip and sharply double saw
toothed with many nearly parallel side veins. 
Location: Generally found growing in rich 
soils or wet areas. 
Use: The nutlets and buds are eaten by 
wildlife, such as bobwhites, pheasants, deer 
and rabbits . 

~ ftEE FAC,.., The name comes from 
horn for toughness, and beam, an old word 
for tree. The wood is extremely hard an~ 
tough. '1lt 
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Black Cherry 
"Wild Cherry", "Rum Cherry" 

(Prunus serafina) 
Height 80' 

Characteristics: The leaves are elliptical, 
finely saw-toothed, and shiny dark green. The 
bark is dark gray, smooth with horizontal lines, 
becoming irregularly fissured and scaly. The 
small white flowers visible in the spring develop 
into black cherries in the fall. A disease called 
"black knot disease" is common on this tree. 
Look for the swollen "black knot" on the 
branches and trunk. 
Location: Black cherry grows throughout the 
state. It is common along edges of fields and 
roads. 
Use: The valuable wood is used for furniture, 
paneling, professional and scientific instru-
ments, handles and toys. Wild cherries furnish 
food for many songbirds, turkeys, squirrels, 
raccoons, deer and rabbits. 411t 
FUN ftEE FAG,.: Wild cherry syrup, a '1f 
cough medicine, is obtained from the bark. 
Jelly and wine are prepared from the fruit. 
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Red Mulberry 
(Morus rubra) 

Height 60' 

Characteristics: Ordinarily a small to 
medium tree with a short trunk. The leaves are 
oval in shape and wide, 5 to 6 inches across. If 
you find a leaf, feel the soft hairs underneath. 
The leaves can form into three different shapes: 
(1) oval, (2) mitten-shaped , and (3) three-lobed. 
The three shapes can occur on the same tree . 
The bark is smooth and light gray. The fruit is 
sweet, juicy, and edible in late spring. 
Location: Look for this tree on moist, flat soils 
along waterways. 
Use: The wood is occasionally used for 
fenceposts, furniture, interior finish and agricul
tural implements. Wildlife, especially songbirds, 
eat the berries. 

Fl4'l ftEE FAC't, Choctaw Indians wove 
cloaks from the fibrous inner bark of young 
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mulberry shoots. 
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River Birch 
(Betula nigra) 
Height 40-80' 

Characteristics: The bark on a young birch 
is shiny pinkish-brown or silvery-gray, separat
ing into papery scales. As birch matures, bark 
becomes thick, fissured, shaggy, and gray
black in color. The leaves are oval, pointed and 
have doubly-toothed edges. The fruit grows 
erect on the twig. 
Location: Birches prefer wet soils of river 
banks, lakes, and swamps. 
Use: Birch is a valued landscape tree. The 
wood is quite hard and used for furniture. Birch 
seeds are quickly eaten by turkey, songbirds, 
and rodents. 

* The bark was used by Indians to start fires 
with a bow and drill. 
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Sourwood 
"Sorrel-tree", "Lily-of-the-valley-tree" 

(Oxydendrum arboreum) 
Height 50' 

Characteristics: The leaves are elliptical or 
lance-shaped and very finely sawtoothed. 
Sourwood has clusters of flowers similar to the 
wildflower, Lily-of-the-valley. The glossy foliage 
turns red in autumn. 
Location: Grows on moist soil in valleys and 
uplands with oaks and pines. 
Use: Sourwood is an attractive ornamental 
throughout the year. Both names, meaning 
"sour tree", refer to the acid taste of the foliage. 

FIUN ftEE FAflf, The flowers are a • 
common source of nectar for bees to 
produce honey, called sourwood honey. 
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Southern Bayberry or 
Wax Myrtle 
"Candleberry","Southern Wax Myrtle" 
(Myrica cerifera) 
Height 30' 

Characteristics: This small tree or shrub is an 
evergreen with leaves that are very aromatic 
when crushed. The narrow leaves have coarse 
saw-toothed edges. The shiny yellow-green leaf 
has tiny dark brown gland-dots above, and tiny 
orange gland-dots beneath. The fruit is covered 
with bluish-white wax and clustered together. 
location: You will find the wax myrtle growing 
on many different soil types. It grows well on 
moist, sandy soil and in upland hardwood forests. 
Use: The Wax myrtle is a popular evergreen, 
ornamental hedge screen. It is also a source of 
honey. 

FIJN ftEE F Afi'f: Early settlers separated 
the fruit's waxy covering in boiling water to 
make fragrant-burning candles, a custom 
still followed in some countries. Be careful 
planting this tree near your house. The 
foliage ignites easily. -
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_____ -P Chestnut Oak 

i~~~;~~i";B;asket Oak", "Cow Oak" (Quercus michauxii) 
Height 60-80' 

Characteristics: The leaves are long, wide with 
wavy margins that have rounded teeth on each 
side. The leaf is shiny dark green above and the 
underside is coated with thick silvery-white fuzz . 
Location: This oak grows well on moist sites 
including well-drained sandy loam and silty clay 
flood plains along streams. 
Use: The wood is hard, tough and very strong_ 
It is used in construction, flooring, and imple
ments. It is very difficult to kiln-dry. 411. 
FIJN ftEE F AG'f: Called a basket oak IY'f 
because baskets were woven from fibers and 
splints obtained from splitting the wood. 
These containers were used to carry cotton 
from the fields. The sweetish acorns can be 
eaten raw, without boiling. Cows consume 
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the acorns therefore the name "cow oak". 31 
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Yellow Hawthorn 
(Crataegus flava) 
Height 20' 

Characteristics: This tree is a thicket-forming 
shrub or small tree. The twigs have straight 
spines that look like thorns. The leaves are 
almost as wide as long and are pointed at the tip 
and coarsely saw-toothed. They are yellow
green with sunken veins above. The fruit is 
orange, brown, or yellow thus the name yellow 
hawthorn. 
location: Look for yellow hawthorn in dry, 
sandy gravely soils, at woodland borders and in 
pine forests. 
Use: The fruit is eaten by some birds. There is 
no commercial use for yellow hawthorn. 

FIJN lllfiREE F A~'f: The yellow fruit is used ~ 
to make jelly. IYf 
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Winged Elm 
"Cork Elm", "Wahoo" 

(Ulmus alata) 
Height 40-80' 

Characteristics: The leaves are small , 1 to 
3 inches long, elliptical , and the margins are 
coarsely saw-toothed. Examine the slender 
twigs for a thin corky growth or "wings". The 
bark is light brownish-gray. 
Location: It is common on dry, gravelly soils. 
Look for this tree in abandoned fields also in 
moist valleys and in hardwood forests. 
Use: Because of its pleasing appearance, it is 
a valued ornamental and street tree. • 

,.._ ftEI! FA~. In the 18th and 19th Iff 
centuries, the fibrous inner bark was made 
into rope for fastening covers of cotton 
bales. 
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Blackjack Oak 
(Quercus marilandica) 
Height 20-50' 

Characteristics: The leaves are up to 7 
inches long, leathery, with a brown, very hairy 
under-surface. Examine the leaves to observe 
that they are slightly triangular, broadest near 
the tip. Blackjack oak is often a short, contorted 
tree, growing on poor soils. 
Location: This tree grows on dry sandy and 
clay soils in upland ridges and slopes. 
Use: The wood is used for firewood and 
charcoal and railroad cross-ties. The acorns 
are food for turkey and deer. 

FUN ftEE FA~,.~ The common name a 
"blackjack" may refer to the leafs shape '1f 
similar to a blackjack, a leather covered 
bludgeon. 
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Pin Oak 
"Swamp Oak" 

(Quercus pa/ustris) 
Height 50-90' 

Characteristics: The leaves have 5 to 7 
lobes, are very deeply cleft and sharply pointed. 
The central trunk, or stem, is generally straight 
and does not fork. The leaves turn ruby-red in 
the fall. 
Location: Look for this oak on poorly drained, 
wet sites including clay soils on level uplands. 
Use: It is a graceful shade and street tree . The 
acorns are relished by deer, wild turkey, and 
ducks. 

Fi'N ftEE FA~,., Named for the many 
spur-like twigs, called pins, that grow on the 
main branches. 
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Post Oak 
"Iron Oak" 
(Quercus stel/ata) 
Height 30-70' 

A--
\~~ -::& 

Characteristics: The distinctive leaves suggest 
a Maltese cross. This tree is sometimes a shrub. 
The branches and upper limbs are often twisted 
and gnarled. The leaves are shiny dark-green 
and slightly rough above and gray-green beneath 
with star-shaped hairs. 
Location: The post oak grows on sandy, 
gravely, and rocky ridges as well as moist loamy 
soils of flood plains. 
Use: The heart wood is very heavy, hard, and 
durable in contact with soil. It is used for railroad 
cross-ties . It has been used for fenceposts, 
hence its common name "post oak". 

FUN ftEE F AG'f: The post oak and black
jack oak form the Cross Timbers in Texas 
and Oklahoma, the forest border of small 
trees and transition zone to prairie grass
land. 
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Red Maple 
"Scarlet Maple", "Swamp Maple" 

(Acer rubrum) 
Height 60-90' 

Characteristics: This tree has red flowers, 
fruit, leafstalks, and autumn foliage. The leaves 
grow opposite on the leafstalk. They have 3 
lobes (sometimes 2 smaller lobes near the 
base) and are coarsely-toothed on the edges. 
Red maple is brilliant scarlet, orange, or bright 
yellow in the autumn. 
Location: Red maple is a very common tree 
in the forest. It grows well on moist soils of 
stream banks, valleys, and dry ridges. 
Use: The buds and seeds are favorite food for 
squirrels and songbirds. It is a handsome shade 
tree. 

FVN ftEE FAG,.: Pioneers made ink and 
cinnamon-brown and black dyes from a red 

maple bark extract. "' 
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Sassafras 
(Sassafras albidum) 
Height 30-60' 

Characteristics: Several different leaf 
shapes can be found on a single plant. Leaves 
are elliptical, often with 2 mitten-shaped lobes 
or 3 broad and blunt lobes. They are shiny 
green on top. 
Location: Sassafras grows on moist, particu
larly sandy soils, often in old fields, clearings, 
and forest openings. 
Use: Roots and root bark supply oil of sassa-
fras (used to perfume soap) and sassafras tea. 

FUN ftEE F A~'f: Sassafras has been • 
used to flavor root beer. The fall color tyf 
makes this tree a valuable addition to any 
landscape. 
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Char~t"to:>rl 

outhern Red Oak 
"Spanish Oak" 

"Swamp Red Oak" 
(Quercus fa/cata) 

Height 50-80' 

oak have a bell-shaped base, are 5-9" long with 
3-7 deep lobes. The center lobe is considerably 
longer than the others and quite narrow. There 
are bristle tips (tiny hairs) on the end of each 
lobe. (You will not find these bristle tips on the 
end of the white oak leaf.) 
Location: Look for the southern red oak in 
upland areas on dry ridgetops and slopes facing 
south and west. It prefers dry, sandy or clay 
soils. 
Use: Southern red oak is a high-grade wood for 
furniture, flooring, veneer, and other useful and 
beautiful products. 
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FIJN ftEE FA~,., Called the "Spanish oak" 0 
possibly because it commonly occurs in* -I 
areas of the early Spanish colonies. ' 
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Sweetgum 
"Redgum", "Sapgum" 
(Liquidambar "n"c~r•·m 
Height 60-1 00' 

istic: e leaves star-shaped 
or maplelike, with 5 to 7 long-pointed , finely 
saw-toothed lobes. The fruit is a "gum-ball" 
consisting of many individual fruits , each ending 
in curved prickly points . 
Location: Sweetgum is common throughout 
the state, especially in moist bottomlands. 
Use: It is an important timber tree for 
crossties, furniture, pulpwood , and plywood. 
The buds and seeds provide food for squirrels 
and chipmunks. Bobwhite quail , doves, and 
ducks eat seeds that drop to the ground. 

FUN ,.!tEE FA~,.~ In pioneer days, gum 
was obtained from the trunk by peeling the 
bark and scraping off the resin-like solid.
This gum was commonly chewed prior to 
the development of commercial chewing 
gum. 
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Sycamore 
(Platanus occidentalis) 

Height 60-1 00' 

Characteristics: The sycamore is one of 
the largest eastern hardwoods. It is easily 
recognized because of its multicolored, mottled 
bark. The leaves are 4 -7" long, broad with 
palmate veining and toothed edges. The fruit is 
a 1" brown ball hanging on a long stalk. 
Location: This tree grows on wet soils of 
stream banks, flood plains, and edges of lakes 
and swamps. 
Use: The sycamore wood is used for furniture 
parts, millwork, flooring, specialty products such 
as butcher blocks, particle board, and fiber
board. Sycamore also makes a good shade 
tree. 
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FIW ftEE F.AC,., Sycamore bark peels a:J 
because the older outer bark layer is 0 
inelastic. As the trunk expands, the bark. ....1 
cracks, exposing the whitish inner bark.'1f 
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Turkey Oak 
"Scrub Oak" 
(Quercus /aevis) 
Height 20-40' 

Characteristics: This tree has crooked 
branches, an open crown and is often a shrub. 
The leaves have 3-5 long narrow lobes each with 
1-3 bristle-tipped teeth and are 4-8" long. The 
base of the leaf is pointed. 
Location: Turkey oaks grow in dry sandy soils 
on ridges and dunes, especially near the coast. 
Use: Provides food and cover for wildlife on dry 
sandy soils. 

FUN ftEE F.AG,.1 The name turkey oak 
refers to the 3-lobed shape of the leaf sug
gesting a turkey foot. The tree spreads by 
underground runners, especially after • 
frequent fires. 'Yf 
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Water Oak 
"Spotted Oak" 

(Quercus nigra) 
Height 50-80' 

Characteristics: The water oak's small 
spatula-shaped leaves (2-4" long) remain green 
into mid-winter and gradually fall in late winter. 
They sometimes show three indistinct lobes. 
The acorn is small and almost black. 
Location: This oak prefers the moist soils 
found in lowlands. 
Use: The wood is strong but splits during 
drying making it suitable only for rough lumber. 

F'IIN .,.._ F.AC,., Compared to other 
oaks, the water oak is short-lived, only 70 
years or less. Also this species is easily a 
damaged or killed by fire. ~ 
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White Oak 
(Quercus alba) 
Height 80-1 00' 

Characteristics: Leaves have 7 to 9 lobes 
and smooth margins. In the fall look for the 
leaves to turn a wine-red color then fade to 
various shades of brown. Notice the light-gray 
bark which forms broad scaly plates. The acorn 
is egg shaped and 3/4" long. 
Location: White oaks grow well on all soils 
except the driest, shallow soils, but do best on 
deep, well-drained loamy soils. 
Use: The white oak's high-grade wood is 
useful for furniture, flooring, and barrels. White 
oak acorns are a choice food for squirrels and 
birds. 

- 'I'REE FA~. Called "Slave Oak" "' 
because the wood is outstanding in making 
tight barrels. In colonial times it was 
important in shipbuilding. 
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Yellow-Poplar 
"Tuliptree" 

(Liriodendron tulipifera) 
Height 80-150' 

Characteristics: One of the tallest (some
times 200'), and most beautiful eastern hard
woods. The large showy flowers resemble tulips 
or lilies. The leaves are composed of four large 
lobes and are about as wide as they are long. 
Location: Look for this tree on well-drained 
soils, especially valleys and slopes. 
Use: Yellow poplar is one of the chief com
mercial hardwoods for furniture, crates, toys, 
musical instruments and pulpwood. 

1114'.1 ftEE F AC,., Pioneers hollowed out 
a single log to make a long lightweight 
canoe. It is told that very tall (200') poplars 
existed in the primeval forests. • 
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Boxelder 
"Ashleaf Maple" 
(Acer negundo) 
Height 30-60' 

Characteristics: Boxelder leaves grow oppo
site on the twigs and branches and are pinnately 
compound . They have 3-9 coarsely-toothed 
leaflets. The fruit is pale yellow with long-cuNed 
wings . The male and female flowers are on 
separate trees. 
Location: Boxelder grows on moist soils along 
streambanks and is naturalized along roadsides. 
Use: Because it is hardy and fast growing, it is 
planted for shade but it is short-lived and the 
wood is weak and brittle. 

FUN ,.!tEE FAG,.: Plains Indians made 
sugar from the sap. 

' 
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Honeylocust 
"Sweet-locust" 'Thorny-locust" 

(G/editsia triacanthos) 
Height 80' 

Characteristics: This is a large spiny tree with 
bipinnately and pinnately compound leaves. The 
axis, or main leaf stem, often has 3 to 6 pairs of 
side forks. The leaf has many leaflets. The twigs 
are shiny brown and zigzaged. The bark has 
stout brown spines sometimes 3" long with 3 
points. The fruit is a very long 6-16" flat-pod, 
slightly curved and twisted. 
Location: You will usually find honey-locust on 
moist soils or river flood plains in mixed forests. 
Use: Livestock and wildlife consume the 
honeylike, sweet pulp of the pods. 

FUN ftEE F Afilf·: The spines have been 
used as pins. An alcoholic beverage can be 
made from the fruit. 

Ll. 

:3 ... 
Q 
z 
::::» 

2 
~ 
0 u 

47 



WIIA,. ,.~EE IS ,.IllS ? 

LL 

~ .... 
Q 
z 
::::) 

2 
:E 
0 
(.) 

48 

Mockernut Hickory 
(Carya tomentosa) 
Height 50-80' 

Characteristics: The compound leaves 
are 8-12" long and have 7 to 9 leaflets; the 
undersurface is densely hairy. The nutmeat is 
sweet. In the fall , look for the bright yellow 
leaves; these trees will often be hickory. 
Location: This tree is found on drier soils of 
ridges and hillsides. 
Use: Prized for furniture, flooring , tool 
handles, baseball bats, skis , and veneer. 
Hickory makes excellent firewood and a char
coal source. Squirrels and other wild life feed on 
the nuts. 

FLW ftEE FAC-r, The wood is preferred 
for smoking hams and barbecuing. Leaves 
are very aromatic when bruised .• 
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Pecan 
"Sweet Pecan" 

(Carya illinoensis) 
Height 100' 

Characteristics: The pecan is the largest of the 
hickories; sometimes growing up to 180' with a 
diameter of 6-7 feet. The leaf is compound, 12-
20" long with 9-17 long-pointed saw-toothed 
leaflets. The leaf color is yellow-green. The 
thinned shelled pecan nut is smooth with a 4-
sectional dark brown husk that splits open when 
the fruit is ripe. It is sweet and a favorite food of 
wild turkeys, bluejays, squirrels, and people. 
Location: The pecan grows best in bottomland 
hardwood areas. It likes moist well-drained 
loamy soils of flood plains and valleys. It is also 
planted in orchards and plantations. 
Use: The pecan's chief value is the nut. But the 
wood is used for furniture stock, flooring, veneer 
and charcoal for smoking meats. • 

FIJN ftEE FA~,., Thomas Jefferson Iff 
planted pecan seeds at Monticello and gave 
some to George Washington; now these 
Pecan trees are the oldest trees in Mount 
Vernon. 
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Red Buckeye 
"Firecracker-plant", "Scarlet buckeye" 
(Aescu/us pavia) 
Height 25' 

Characteristics: This is a small tree. Notice the 
palmately compound leaves. They have 5 
(sometimes 7) leaflets on narrow leafstalks. The 
leaflets are irregularly saw-toothed and the veins 
are sunken. The seeds are poisonous. The 
flowers are bright red. 
Location: This tree does well in moist soils 
especially along river bluffs, along streams, 
swamps and in flood plains. It grows as an 
understory tree in the forest. 
Use: It is planted as a handsome ornamental 
because of its showy red flowers suggesting 
firecrackers. 

FIJN ,.~EE FAG,.: American Indians 
threw powdered seeds and crushed 
branches of this tree into pools of water to 
stupefy fish. The fish rose to the surface and 
were easily caught. Pioneers used the 
gummy roots as a soap substitute and made 
home remedies from the bark. 



Shagbark Hickory 
"Scaleybark Hickory" 

(Carya ovata) 
Height 70-1 00' 

Characteristics: The compound leaves are 8-
14" long with 5 oval finely-toothed leaflets. The 
leaflet at the end is largest. Shagbark hickory is 
named for the light-gray bark that separates into 
thick plates a foot long that curl outward at both 
ends. The nutmeat is sweet. 
Location: Shagbark hickory grows on a variety 
of sites and soils. In South Carolina it grows in 
the deep, moist soils of valleys and upland slopes 
in mixed hardwood stands. 
Use: Cultivated varieties produce commercial 
hickory nuts. The hard, durable wood is used for 
tool handles, baseball bats and interior furniture 
wood. 

FIJN ~EE F A~lt: General Andrew Jackson 
was given the name "Old Hickory" by his back

-woods m;l;tia because he was "tough as h;ckmy". 
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