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By comparing healthy bodies to bodies attacked by a range of illnesses and medical conditions, the 
exhibit will show the body in disease and distress using compelling multi-media installations as a 
backdrop. It will inspire visitors to claim responsibility for their own health and well being. 

“There are some recurring diseases that afflict Americans regardless of gender: the obesity 
pandemic, heart disease and stroke, cancer, diabetes and kidney disease, respiratory disease 
and Alzheimer’s,” von Hagens said. “The remarkable thing is that people can begin to protect 
themselves against these diseases by making certain dietary and lifestyle choices. We hope 
for the message of vitality, fitness and health to be contagious.”

Because of the anticipated demand to see this unprecedented major exhibit, tickets for BODY 
WORLDS Vital will allow admission at timed intervals throughout the day.  

In addition, museum hours will be extended to 6 p.m. on Saturdays and 8 p.m. on Tuesdays 
during the exhibit’s run in Columbia. 
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Continuing its tradition of bringing to South Carolina large and 
important exhibits, the State Museum will bring what is most likely the 
most spectacular of them all to Columbia on Nov. 13.

BODY WORLDS Vital celebrates the potential of the human body and the body in motion.  Fea-
turing authentic human bodies, the exhibition shows the body in health, distress and disease 
and tells the pressing story of how best to defeat life-threatening diseases - such as cancer, 
diabetes and heart ailments – through informed choices and healthy lifestyle changes.

The brand-new exhibit is making its first appearance in the Southeast, and only its third overall.  
It is the latest chapter in the HUMAN SAGA project, a series of museum blockbusters begun by 
physician and anatomist Dr. Gunther von Hagens that began with exploration of the brain and 
neuroscience, cardiology and the heart, human development, and longevity and aging. 

“It was once extremely rare for people to have this kind of first-hand look at the human body,” 
said State Museum Director of Education Tom Falvey.  “BODY WORLDS Vital offers an opportunity 
to make the connection between the decisions we make and our health.”

In 1977 von Hagens invented the process of plastination, a method of extracting bodily fluids 
and fat from specimens and replacing them with reactive resins and polymers, then curing 
them for rigidity and permanence. Plastination preserves tissues, enabling visitors to see inside 
the human body and learn how it works and how it can be affected by disease. From that 
development sprang the original, pioneering anatomical exhibit of real human bodies, BODY 
WORLDS. The exhibitions grew to now six  original BODY WORLDS exhibitions that have been 
seen by more than 33 million people around the 
world.

BODY WORLDS exhibits are the only anatomical 
exhibitions that use donated bodies willed by 
donors  to the Insitute for Plastination for the 
express purpose of serving BODY WORLDS’ mission 
to educate the public about health and anatomy.

BODY WORLDS exhibits are the only exhibits that use donated bodies willed by donors for 
the express purpose of serving BODY WORLDS’ mission to educate the public about health and 
anatomy.  

BODY WORLDS Vital presents a specially curated collection of key specimens designed to show 
museum guests the essentials for human health and wellness. The exhibition is comprised of 
whole body figures, called plastinates, in an array of athletic and motion poses, designed to 
illustrate how the body generates various actions – which muscles, organs and systems are 
involved in all the things we humans do. 

Added to the full-body plastinates is a large arrangement of individual organs, organ and 
arterial configurations and translucent slices that give a clear picture of how the human body 
functions. 

Announcing the Southeastern Premiere of Spectacular BODY WORLDS Exhibition

“BODY WORLDS exhibits 

are the only exhibits that 

use donated bodies . . .”  

Flamenco Dancer

Visit scmuseum.org to purchase tickets, 
for more information or to download a family guide.
See page 5 for prices and special hours.

• Cancer is the second leading cause of death in the United States, accounting for 
almost one in every four deaths. 

• Heart disease accounted for 24% of deaths in South Carolina in 2005, while strokes 
caused 6% of deaths. 

• Tobacco use is the single most preventable cause of death and disease in the 
United States. 

• In 2007, 65% of adults in South Carolina were overweight or obese and 17% of high 
school students were overweight, based on self-reported height and weight. 

Chronic diseases – such as heart disease, stroke, cancer and diabetes – are among 
the most prevalent, costly and preventable of all health problems in South Carolina. 
Living a healthy lifestyle (avoiding tobacco use, being physically active, and eating well) 
greatly reduces a person’s risk for developing chronic disease.

Vital South Carolina Statistics

* Statistics presented are from the 2008 Department of Health 
and Human Services report South Carolina: Burden of 
Chronic Diseases

BODY WORLDS Vital
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BODY WORLDS Vital
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BODY WORLDS Vital
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Member Preview Day
Saturday, Nov. 12

See the mega-blockbuster BODY WORLDS Vital first and 
enjoy an extra discounted ticket price.

Who can purchase the reduced-price member tickets 
to Body Worlds Vital?
The reduced price member tickets are available for adults and children 
covered by museum membership.  For example: if a family of four 
(2 adults and 2 children or grandchildren) has an active family/
grandparent level membership, all of them are eligible for the member 
priced BODY WORLDS Vital ticket.  If that family wishes to use one of its 
general admission passes to bring an extra adult, the extra adult would 
need to pay the regular BODY WORLDS Vital admission price. If you 
have any questions about who is covered by your membership, visit 
the website scmuseum.org or call 803.898.4937.

What is a timed ticket?
Because of anticipated demand, the museum is asking guests to enter 
the exhibit in 15-minute increments to avoid overcrowding in the 
gallery. When you purchase a ticket to BODY WORLDS Vital (either at 
the museum or online) you will be able to select your own entry time. 
Simply arrive at the exhibit entrance about 10 minutes before your 
ticketed time and check in with the exhibit attendant before you enter.

Where can I buy Body Worlds Vital tickets?
Tickets are available at the museum or online at scmuseum.org.

Is this appropriate for children?
Parental discretion is advised. Visit scmuseum.org 
and download a family guide with pre-visit 
materials to orient yourself and your family 
before visiting.

Lassoer

Member Preview Day tickets are available for purchase at the museum or online 
at scmuseum.org. Follow the BODY WORLDS  Vital link on the main page, click 
on “Buy Tickets” and use the Member Code: memberbwv to access the member 
ticket store.

* Special preview price valid Nov. 12 for current museum members only. 
Tickets are non-transferable. Proof of membership required 
before entering exhibit.
Gift memberships available. See page 17.

SPECIAL HOURS
Last entry into BODY WORLDS Vital will occur 
60 minutes prior to museum’s closing

M, W, Th, F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesdays 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. after Nov. 15
Saturdays 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sundays 1 - 5 p.m.

Get an in-depth guide to this phenomenal exhibit 
with a special audio tour!

Members $4
Public $5

AUDIO TOURS

Advance purchase recommended. All tickets are for 
timed entries and include a full-day admission to the  
S.C. State Museum. Available in advance at 
scmuseum.org or on-site the day of your visit. 

Children 2 and under are free. 
Group and military discounts are available. 
To purchase member tickets online enter 

Member Code: memberbwv

TICkETS

Adult $8

Seniors $7

Child $6

$18

$15

$12

PUBLICMEMBER

Vital 
Information

Visit scmuseum.org
to purchase tickets, get 
more information or to 

download a family guide.

Special Preview Day Price*
Adult $6   •   Senior (age 62 & over) $5   •   Child (age 3-12)  $4

To purchase member tickets online enter Member Code: memberbwv
General museum admission free everyday for museum members.

Member Frequently Asked Questions



 
 

GE Energy serves the energy sector with product 
and service solutions spanning all areas of the energy 
industry including coal, oil, natural gas and nuclear 
energy, renewable resources and alternative fuels to meet 
21st century needs. GE Healthcare’s expertise in such 
areas as medical imaging, information technologies and 
diagnostics is helping clinicians worldwide re-imagine 
new ways to predict, diagnose, inform and treat disease.  
GE Aviation produces commercial and military jet engines 
and components, provides integrated digital, electric 
power, and mechanical systems for aircraft, and offers a 
global service support network.

The S.C. Department of Health and Environmental 
Control (DHEC) is the state agency charged with 
protecting public health, coastal resources, and the state’s 
land, air and water quality as authorized under multiple 
state and federal laws. Approximately 3,500 full-time DHEC 
employees around the state support communities in 
promoting health, providing vital healthcare and directing 
services to protect the health and the environment in 
numerous other ways.

TD Charitable Foundation partners with area non-profit 
and public institutions through financial grants to create 
meaningful change and improvement in our communities. 
TD  employees volunteer thousands of hours each year, 
making a significant impact in the communities in which 
we live and do business.  

Notes From Our Director, William Calloway 
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Vital Decision
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Vital Support

Commitment Requirement:
Attend one orientation
Two four-hour shifts each month until 
 end of exhibit
 

Benefits:
Free training
20 percent discount in the museum store 
 and cafe
Discounted State Museum membership

A Vital Volunteer opportunity
Please join us in making BODY WORLDS Vital a spectacular exploration of the human body. Volunteers must have 

excellent guest service skills, an outgoing personality and be at least 18 years old. 
 The ideal volunteer for this special exhibit must be willing to commit to working at least two four-hour shifts per 

month.  Volunteer shifts are available mornings, afternoons and special evening hours, Monday through Sunday.  Shifts 
will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis.

 

We need your to help ensure that the large numbers of people expected to attend the exhibit have an 
optimal experience.  If you would like to volunteer to assist with BODY WORLDS Vital, 
please contact La Ruchala Murphy at 803.898.4999 or e-mail volunteer@scmuseum.org. 

Volunteer Areas:
Gallery monitor
Ticketing staff
Audio tour assistant
Evening program staff
 Runner

BODY WORLDS Vital BODY WORLDS Vital

Vital Programing for 
Your 2012 Resolutions

Join us for healthy living programs starting in December, 
during Winter Fest.  The State Museum, in conjunction 
with our vital partners, will present a variety of health-
based programming to help you keep your New Year’s 
resolutions for a healthier lifestyle. Stay updated through 
your IMAGES magazine and scmuseum.org.

 

EXhIbIt SPoNSoRS

EXhIbIt PARtNERS

ExhIbIT MEDIA SPoNSoRS

BODY WORLDS Vital is one of several exhibits created by Gunther 
von Hagens, and BODY WORLDS exhibits are the first public 
anatomical exhibitions of real human plastinates (tissue preserved 
using von Hagens’ original process of “plastination”). They have 
been on display worldwide for more than 10 years and more than 
33 million visitors have viewed the exhibits at venues in cities across 
Asia, Europe, the United States and Canada. Some of the cities to see 
these exhibits include Los Angeles, Chicago, Philadelphia, Dallas, 
Boston, Salt Lake City and Houston. The exhibit also has traveled 
to countries such as Germany, Japan, Belgium, Spain and Taiwan. 
We are pleased at the State Museum to be the first institution in 
South Carolina to show a BODY WORLDS  exhibit and the first in 
the Southeast (and only the third venue anywhere) to present the 
brand-new BODY WORLDS Vital.

Numerous other companies have sought to exploit the BODY 
WORLDS phenomenon by appropriating the plastination process 
invented and patented by Dr. von Hagens, and offering inferior 
imitations of BODY WORLDS. However, Dr. von Hagens believes 
that BODY WORLDS alone resonates with the public, “because it 
fills the longing for the authentic in a time of practically unlimited 
reproducibility.”  At the State Museum we were adamant in our 
decision that when we brought in this exhibit we would associate 
only with the original and best.

This “vital decision,” however, comes with a risk. BODY WORLDS 
Vital is the most costly traveling exhibit ever to be displayed at the 
State Museum. However, we felt that the educational message and 

value brought by the exhibit 
certainly justifies the risk. We 
are thankful that we have had 
companies in the community 
help to partially underwrite this 
exhibit in order to bring it to the 
citizens of South Carolina. Also because of the cost, BODY  WORLDS 
Vital will be priced slightly higher than our normal “blockbuster” 
exhibitions, but we sincerely believe that the value of this exhibit is 
well worth the slight increase in ticket charges.

We also made a “vital decision” to implement state-of-the-art 
ticketing software in order to facilitate the timed ticketing that 
the exhibit will require because of the crowds we expect to come 
see the exhibit. Many staff members have been hard at work over 
the past few months developing new operational policies and 
procedures so that you as the guest will be treated to the superior 
guest service you have come to expect from the State Museum. A 
standing committee of most all full-time staff has been meeting 
frequently to make sure we are ready for YOU!

The exceptional success of the BODY WORLDS exhibits is to 
a great extent due to their educational value. At this writing, we 
already have close to 6000 students who have pre-booked to come 
see the exhibit. Exhibit guides applicable to the appropriate grade 
have been made available by the exhibitor to insure standards-
based curriculum compliance.

I sincerely hope that you will make the “vital decision” to come and experience this 
fascinating, educational, world-renowned exhibit!
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The mission of the State Museum is two-fold. Our first priority is “bringing South 
Carolina to the world” by telling the stories of South Carolina through our permanent 
exhibits, supplemented by historical objects from our collection. Yet we also have 
another part to our mission – “bringing the world to South Carolina,” and in our new 
exhibit BODY WORLDS Vital we are striving to do just that. We have contemplated 
bringing this world-renowned exhibit to the State Museum for more than eight years, 
and this past winter we made the “vital decision” to do so.
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Major Astronomy Collection Donated to State Museum, USC
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Exhibitions

The State Museum and the University of South Carolina have acquired a major collection 
of historic telescopes and astronomy books, documents and equipment.

Donated by Robert B. Ariail of Columbia, the collection comprises more than 5200 rare 
books and star atlases, scientific journals, rare offprints and manuscripts, historic and 
modern telescopes plus binoculars, lenses and other scientific equipment related to the 
study of the universe and dating back nearly 500 years.

It will be called the Robert B. Ariail Collection of Historical Astronomy.  The telescopes 
and scientific equipment will be housed at the museum, and the books and documents 
will be housed at USC’s Ernest G. Hollings Special Collections Library.

The stunning collection of historic 
telescopes is more than merely a 
group of scopes gathered randomly, 
according to State Museum Director 
of Education Tom Falvey.  

“Astronomy experts say these 
telescopes represent the finest 
collection of 19th- and 20th-century 
American-made telescopes in the 
world,” said Falvey.  The firms include 
Alvan Clark & Sons (the world’s 
finest lens makers), Henry Fitz, his 
son Harry Fitz, John Byrne and John 
Brashear.  The works of numerous 
European craftsmen, including the 
famous Zeiss company, also are 

included in the collection.
“This is a collection that was amassed over a lifetime,” said Falvey.  “It is priceless.  The 

historic scopes, which date back to 1730, were individually made, not mass-produced.  This 
collection could not be duplicated anywhere in the world.” 

USC President Harris Pastides said the joint arrangement between the university and 
the museum is an excellent example of cooperation between two public entities for the 
public good.  

“This partnership between the museum and the university is an outstanding example 
of what visionary leadership and collaboration can accomplish for our state,” Pastides said.  
“Each part of this collection has landed in its rightful place.”   

Ariail made this gift to the State Museum and USC for several reasons, said Falvey. “First 
of all, he wanted the collection to stay together and not be broken up into small pieces. He 
also has a long association with the museum, and served on the State Museum Foundation 
board.  He has contributed to the museum for many years, most prominently his exquisite 
restoration of the large Henry Fitz telescope that has graced our science gallery since we 
opened in 1988.

The Robert B. Ariail Collection of Historical Astronomy can be 
seen in the Museum’s fourth-floor Palmetto Gallery and online at 

southcarolinastatemuseum.org

“In addition, Bob is a South Carolinian, and he wanted South Carolinians to be able to 
enjoy and learn from these instruments as a group.  Of course, he’s interested in getting 
more people interested in astronomy.  Who knows, a future astronaut or astrophysicist 
may arise from a child’s imagination being set on fire by the sight of this collection?”

This world-class collection will attract historians, researchers, astrophysicists and other 
scientists, plus hobbyists, from every corner of the planet, Falvey said.

“We are honored and thrilled at this major gift, and the people of South Carolina and 
their visitors will be the beneficiaries.”

USC and the museum will operate a joint website that will spotlight the collection.  The 
site can be accessed at www.southcarolinastatemuseum.org or www.library.sc.edu/ariail. 

The books, manuscripts and documents are on display in the Irvin Department Gallery at 
USC’s Hollings Library through Oct. 31.  

Many of the scopes can now be seen on exhibit in the museum’s fourth-floor Palmetto 
Gallery in the exhibit The Robert B. Ariail Collection of Historical Astronomy, and will be 
joined in the future by the remainder of the telescope collection in a large, designated 
space being planned by the museum.

“We are overwhelmed with excitement over this gift,” said Falvey.  “Bob’s generosity is 
matched only by the enormity of the benefit that students, researchers and the public will 
derive from this collection for not just years, but centuries, to come.”

Exhibitions
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Programs & Events

Civil War Exhibit Expands 
Knowledge and Space
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Exhibitions Exhibitions

Exhibit Recalls historic Quake on 
125th Anniversary

Most people think of the West Coast when they think of earthquakes in the United States.  But a new exhibit 
that opened Oct. 8 at the State Museum points out that the second biggest quake in U.S. history occurred 
right here in South Carolina.

The Great Charleston Earthquake 1886 tells the story of the monster temblor that hit Charleston at 9:51 p.m. 
Aug. 31, 1886.

“The quake was felt by two out of three people in the entire country,” said Director of Education Tom Falvey.  
“The shock lasted nearly one minute, an eternity for an earthquake.”

More than 100 people were killed, and almost every building in Charleston was damaged.  The effects of 
the quake were felt as far north as Maine (where a ship’s captain saw a “black wall” rising on the water that 
lifted the schooner to a “fantastic height” and broke its mast), as far west as Iowa (where the audience in a 
Dubuque opera house stampeded, thinking the building was about to fall), and south to Louisiana.

The reaction caused by such an extraordinary event was predictable.  A man running out of a bar was 
crushed by a block of sandstone.  People ran through the streets naked or in their nightclothes, bare feet cut 
by broken glass and brick shards.  Fires raged across the city.

The homeless problem created by the quake was massive, said Falvey.  “Almost everyone in the city 
abandoned his damaged home to sleep outside in parks, cemeteries, back yards, on buses, ice wagons and 
railroad cars.  Even ships in Charleston Harbor became shelters for the homeless.”

At least 40,000 people were tenting (with supplies streaming in from all corners of the world) by Sept. 3, and 
camps sprang up on every inch of open ground.

In the exhibit, co-produced with the South Carolina Emergency Management Division, museum guests can 
see photographs of the destruction and simulate quakes of various strengths with the museum’s large shake 
table.  A curious South Carolina-made machine known as the “Ray Charged Copper Battery,” advertised as 
being capable of capturing and storing earthquake rays for healing energy, also is on display.

“We’d like people to understand that this event occurred during a very different time in history,” Falvey said. 
“In 1886, very little was known about earthquakes, including the causes of quakes and how to design and 
build structures to withstand them.  This is a fascinating look at people and their reactions to disaster in late 
19th century society.”

The Great Charleston Earthquake 1886 can be seen on the museum’s fourth floor through late April.

The State Museum’s new Civil War exhibit Soldiers of the Palmetto State 1861-
1865: “We Left in a Storm of Cheers” is expanding guests’ understanding of the lives 
of the everyday South Carolina soldier, as well as representing an opening of new 
exhibit space on the museum’s history floor.

“With this exhibition, our intent is to demonstrate the huge challenges that 
Civil War soldiers from the Palmetto State endured,” said Chief Curator of History 
Fritz Hamer.  “After the initial exuberance at the conflict’s beginning, this feeling 
declined as the realities of war and death began to set in. 

“Nonetheless, in spite of disease, hunger and inadequate medical care, most 
soldiers who survived the battles and sickness continued to serve right until the 
end.” 

Soldiers of the Palmetto State is the second installment in a series of six topics 
planned to be exhibited over the four year course of the 150th anniversary of the 
war.

The exhibit examines such topics as medical care for sick and wounded soldiers, 
camp life, diet and weapons.

Both a doctor’s medicine chest and surgical kit are displayed, along with a 
discussion of the primitive state of medicine during the 1860s, said Hamer.  “There 
was little of what we’d call ‘quality control’ of physicians of the time, as all it took 
to get into the small medical schools was the money for tuition, and paying for a 
diploma was all it took to graduate.

“Though most students did apprentice with an experienced doctor, knowledge 
of disease, its spread and control was practically nil,” said the curator.  “Many of the 
medicines of the day contained mercury, which we now know to be poisonous, 
and treatment with these medicines was usually worse than no treatment at all, 
and was frequently fatal to the patient.”

“Hurry up and wait” was a phenomenon even in the 1860s.  Between battles and 
marches, soldiers often endured long stretches of nothing to do, and boredom 
and homesickness would set in.  They entertained themselves by playing music, 
competing in various gaming, and chaplains conducted services and revivals.   

When it was time to fight, however, the action at hand consumed their complete 
attention. 

Soldiers of the Palmetto State 1861-1865: “We Left in a Storm of Cheers” can be seen 
on the fourth floor until the next phase of the expanding exhibit is installed in 
May 2012.

  

Civil War Fiddle 
Joins Exhibit

A recent addition to Soldiers of the Palmetto 
State is a fiddle from the Civil War era. According 
to family tradition, this instrument belonged to 
Pvt. John Pool Neves (1837- 1916), who entered 
service in August 1861, part of Campbell’s Co., 1st 
(McCreary’s) S.C. The unit was later reorganized 
into Co. A/ Co. H, Palmetto Battalion, 3rd S.C. 
Light Artillery.  

A native of the Mush Creek community in 
upper Greenville District, Neves served four 
years with his two brothers, primarily along 
the Carolina coast. We don’t know how well he 
played the fiddle. However, he was a bugler for 
his company in 1863 and 1864, which suggests 
that he may have been a good musician. If so, he 
probably entertained his comrades with many 
fiddle tunes.

Along with fiddles, many soldiers also brought 
from home harmonicas, Jew’s harps, guitars 
and similar instruments to entertain themselves 
and their comrades between campaigns. 
Unfortunately, most of these objects did not 
survive.

The fiddle in the exhibit is from c. 1850-60 and 
is marked Hopf. It probably was made in what 
is now the Czech Republic by an apprentice. 
Sometime later the “Hopf” mark was applied in 
hopes of adding to its value. It has had many 
repairs during its life, most of which probably 
occurred after 1865. One can only speculate on 
how this instrument found its way to Greenville 
District prior to 1861.

It is on loan courtesy of the family of Ralph 
Curtis Neves and other descendants of John Pool 
Neves.

Photo by Tut Underwood



13S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e  M u s e u m

Programs & Events

Moonshine & Muscadines 
Saturday, Nov. 5, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

• Samples of hand-spirited, un-aged corn whiskey from the Dark Corner Distillery 
of Greenville, the state’s first legal “moonshine” micro-distillery.

• Tastings of fine wines from September Oaks Vineyard of Ridgeland and Hyman 
Vineyards of Conway. 

• Light refreshments featuring Cabot Cheese and other delicious nibbles

• Angela Easterling’s distinctive style of folk and roots music provides the perfect 
backdrop for an evening of unique libations.

For more information on this event, visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org or call 
803.898.4952. To register, call 803.898.4999.

ticket prices are $25 general public, $20 members

The area around Glassy Mountain Township in the northeastern 
corner of Greenville County’s Appalachian hills has been known 
as the Dark Corner for more than 175 years. Its first settlers were 
Scots, Irish, Cornish and Welsh. These Celts brought with them 
the ancient knowledge of distilling grains to make “the water of 
life,” which they viewed as a divine creation because of its curative 
powers and economic value. 

After a federal excise tax was levied against private distilleries, 
Dark Corner settlers retreated to the backwoods and operated 
their illegal distilleries at night so that smoke would not be visible. 
Because it was distilled by the light of the moon, “moonshine” 
became the name for this illegal homemade whiskey. 

Muscadines, wild American grapes,  are native to the Southeastern 
United States. Sir Walter Raleigh is credited with “discovering” the 
grape in 1584. Recently, muscadines have been found to contain 
high levels of resveratrol, one of the compounds in wine believed 
to help reduce the risk of abnormal cells and heart disease.

Wine making from muscadines dates back to the 16th century. 
Today, muscadine wine is a fast-growing commercial industry. 
Although many think of muscadine wine primarily as sweet dessert 
wines, there are also many other varieties being made that are 
quite dry and sophisticated. Once dismissed by wine connoisseurs, 
today’s fine muscadine wines are making them eat—no, make that 
“drink”—their words. 

Moonshining and Wine Making in South Carolina

‘tis the Season for Winter Fest!
Monday, Dec. 19 through Sunday, Jan. 1. 

holiday Movie Screenings d Musical Performances  
Seasonal StarLab d holiday Crafts 

Winter Earth Day d “Indoor olympics”  
board Game tournaments d Visits from Santa and MoRE!

 Look for upcoming updates at southcarolinastatemuseum.org.

this State Museum holiday tradition celebrates the winter 
season, offering guests a chance to escape the malls and 
relax with a variety of holiday-oriented family activities.
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Programs & Events Programs & Events

Chills, thrills and frightful fun!
Watch out for ghosts, ghouls and goblins as the museum presents its annual Halloween 
event for families, “Tricks and Treats at the State Museum!”  

Offering safe Halloween fun the last two Saturdays of October, children will enjoy:
• “Peanuts” characters from Carowinds on Saturday, Oct. 22
• Piggly Wiggly’s Mr. Pig (both weekends!)
• Haunted Halloween Party with “goblin games” and spooky prizes for everyone
• Haunted gallery scavenger hunt with prizes
• Balloon art by Nick Propst with his Catalina macaw, Trixie
• “Creepy” crafts and coloring
• Face painting ($)
• Pumpkin painting ($)

 
All activities are FREE with Museum admission or membership unless otherwise noted.

Don’t Miss It!

tricks & treats Saturday, oct. 22 and oct. 29

It’s the State Museum’s annual autumn tradition— the Fall Heritage Festival! With 
mouth-watering barbecue on the menu and some of the best of South Carolina’s 
musical talent, guests will enjoy a day filled with fall activities for the whole family—
plus a new evening event highlighting more of South Carolina’s bountiful heritage.
See what’s on the schedule:
• Screening of the documentary “A Man Named Pearl” and discussion with topiary artist 

PearL Fryar. 

•  Barbecued chicken is new on the menu this year as guests taste different styles of 
South Carolina barbecue from award-winning barbecue masters at the annual Pig 
Pickin’ (plates and sandwiches available for purchase)($). 

• Bill Wells and the Blue Ridge Mountain Grass return by popular demand to headline 
the day. Joining them on the musical bill is Angela Easterling, a young singer-
songwriter from Greer, S.C. who has been taking the world of roots music by storm. 

• Meet South Carolina traditional folk artists and crafters on the museum grounds and 
shop for pottery, paintings, jewelry, handmade soaps and more.

• See live demonstrations of soapmaking, blacksmithing and much more.

• Enjoy pumpkin and face painting for children ($).

• More entertainment being added!

All activities are FREE with Museum admission or membership 
unless otherwise noted by ($).

Fall heritage Festival & Pickin’ Party Saturday Nov. 5

Community Partner Sponsors

Community Partner Sponsors
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Calendar at a Glance

Dates are subject to change. 
Please call ahead to verify programs at 803.898.4921 

or visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org
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Oct. 15, 16; Jan. 7, 8 - 1:30 p.m. • The Civil War: Valley of the 
Shadow of Death - 70 min.
Explores the Rivalry of the two great opposing generals, Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee.

Oct. 22, 29 • 11 a.m.  
Ghosts & Legends III - 60 min.
Take a spine-tingling look at some of the Palmetto State’s ghosts, legends and other chilling 
mysteries in this third installment of the annual series of stories by SCETV. 

Oct. 22, 23; Nov. 6 - 1:30 p.m.  • The Civil War: Simply Murder - 62 min.
The Union defeats at Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville and Vicksburg. 

Oct.  29 - 1:30 p.m.  • The Civil War: The Universe of Battle - 95 min.
Dramatic account of the turning point of the war and the greatest battle ever fought in the 
Western hemisphere, Gettysburg.

Oct. 30; Dec. 19; Jan. 14, 15  - 1:30 p.m. • Uncommon Folk - 60 min.
In conjunction with the State Museum exhibit Uncommon Folk, SCETV’s popular 
Carolina Stories series presents this documentary highlighting the work of South Carolina 
folk artists.

Nov. 5 (Special screening at 2 p.m.) • A Man Named Pearl - 78 min.
The inspiring story of self-taught topiary artist Pearl Fryar of Bishopville, S.C. is brought to 
the screen in this award-winning documentary, “A Man Named Pearl.” 

Dec. 20 - 1:30 p.m. • My Christmas Soldier - 60 min.
When a train loaded with German prisoners of war arrives in a small Georgia train station 
on Christmas Eve, 1943, 11-year-old Gordy curiously makes contact with a young German 
soldier. 

Dec. 21 - 1:30 p.m. • A Gullah Kinfolk Wish - 50 min.
The Gullah kinfolk perform an emotionally rich presentation that begins in the Republic of 
Sierra Leone, West Africa, and follows the journey of a group of Africans through the Middle 
Passage to plantation life in Beaufort County, South Carolina. 

Dec. 22 - 1:30 p.m. • Christmas in Yellowstone - 60 min.
As snow falls and lights glow in Jackson Hole, a holiday season of a different sort settles in 
just beyond the town, in the great winter world of Yellowstone National Park. 

Dec. 28 - 11 a.m. Civil War Marathon
Beginning at 11 a.m., view three episodes from ken Burns’ acclaimed documentary 
“The Civil War. “

FREE with Museum admission or membership • Auditorium, 2nd Floor

State Museum
highlights tours
Do you feel there is so much to see at the 
South Carolina State Museum that you 
don’t know where to start? Wish you had 
a personal tour guide?  Join a weekend 
walk-in tour! Docents will lead 60-minute 
tours highlighting museum exhibits. 
Tours depart from the lobby on selected 
Saturdays at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

Exhibitions
Nov. 13- April 15

BODY WORLDS Vital

Through Jan. 15, 2012

Uncommon Folk
Folk Art from the South 
Carolina State Museum Collection

Through late April 2012

The Great Charleston 
Earthquake 1886

Through April 2012

Soldiers of the 
Palmetto State 1861-1865
“We Left in a Storm of Cheers”

Through Dec. 31, 2012

Tangible History
South Carolina Stoneware from the 
Holcombe Family Collection

Through Dec. 31, 2012

The Robert B. Ariail 
Collection of Historical 
Astronomy

MUSEUM AND A MoVIE

Programs & Events

october
15th -  Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

15th - Clay Rice Silhouettes Get your personal silhouette created 
by Clay Rice just in time for holiday gift giving! Call 803.898.4968 for 
more information or visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org  to reserve 
a time.

15th -16th  - Museum and a Movie. See page14. 

22nd - Tricks and Treats I.  10 a.m. -  4 p.m.  See page 12.

22nd -  Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

22nd - 23rd - Museum and a Movie. See page 14. 

29th - Tricks and Treats II.  10 a.m. -  4 p.m. See page 12.

29th  - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

29th  - 30th - Museum and a Movie. See page 14. 

November
5th - Fall Heritage Festival.  10 a.m. - 4 p.m. See Page 12. 

5th - Moonshine and Muscadines. 6 - 9 p.m. $25 general public, 
$20 State Museum members.  See page 13.     

5th  - Museum Highlights Tours.  11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

5th - 6th  - Museum and a Movie. See page 14. 

6th  - $1 Sunday. General admission only $1 today.

12th - Body Worlds Vital Member Preview Day 

12th - “The Mystery of the H.L. Hunley.” Retired submariner 
Stonewall “Stoney” Hilton tells the tale of the H.L. Hunley. Free with 
general admission or membership. Seating is limited.  11 a.m., noon, 
1 p.m., 2 p.m., 3 p.m., Fourth floor gallery. 

12th  - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

12th  - 13th  - Museum and a Movie. See page 14. 

13th - Body Worlds Vital Opens to the public

19th - Member Discount Day.  State Museum members receive an 
additional 10 percent off  in the museum store with their membership 
cards.

19th -  Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

19th - 20th - Museum and a Movie. See page 14. 

24th - Museum closed for Thanksgiving Day.

26th - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

26th - 27th -  Museum and a Movie. See page 14. 

December
3rd - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

3rd  - 4th - Museum and a Movie. See page 14. 

4th - $1 Sunday. General admission only $1 today.

10th - Member Discount Day.  State Museum members receive an 
additional 10 percent off  in the museum store with their membership 
cards.

10th - “The Mystery of the H.L. Hunley.” Retired submariner 
Stonewall “Stoney” Hilton tells the tale of the H.L. Hunley. Free with 
general admission or membership. Seating is limited. 
11 a.m., noon, 1 p.m., 2 p.m., 3 p.m., Fourth floor gallery. 

10th -  Museum Highlights Tours.  11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

10th - 11th - Museum and a Movie. See page 14. 

17th  - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

17th - 18th  - Museum and a Movie. See page 14. 

19th - Winter Fest through Sunday, Jan. 1.  See page 13.

24th - 25th  - Christmas Eve and Christmas - Museum closed.

31st  - Museum Highlights Tours. . 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

31st  - Museum and a Movie. See page 14. 

January
1st  - New Years Day - Museum open!

1st - Museum and a Movie. See page 14.

1st  - $1 Sunday. General admission only $1 today.

7th  - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

7th - 8th  - Museum and a Movie. See page14. 

14th -  Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

14th  - 15th - 16th  - Museum and a Movie. See page 14. 

16th - City Year MLK Day and Beloved Community Carnival.  

21st  - Winter Road Show.  

Holiday photos by Celeste Wszola



  

Give the gift that lasts all year long! 
Gift Memberships

Remember! 
Your membership 

is VITAL support for 
YOUR State Museum.

Family and friends can enjoy their gift every time they visit the museum! 
Members receive $10 oFF a family/grandparent level gift membership. 

Special offer
When you purchase a gift membership at the museum, you’ll

receive a holiday gift basket. baskets available starting Nov. 12. 
Limited quantities available.

Girls in Science and the S.C. State Museum would like to recognize 
the following individuals for their support.

Brookland Credit Union
Ron Cooley

David Mitchell, McDonald’s restaurant 
at Dutch Square

A thank You from 
Girls in Science 

Section
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Museum News

Your State Museum’s traveling Exhibits Program 
Reaches New Venues

The traveling exhibits program, originally designed to provide high-
quality temporary exhibits to museums in South Carolina, is gaining national 
exposure.  

The Life and Times of Congressman Robert Smalls, which tells the story of a 
slave who freed himself and his family and then served five terms in Congress, 
has traveled to venues in Massachusetts, Alabama and Georgia, and attracted 
more than 70,000 visitors.  

The exhibit is back in South Carolina and is on view at the Verdier House in 
Beaufort until the end of this year. From Beaufort, it will travel to the African 
American Museum in Philadelphia.

One of our science exhibits, Fractals: Mathematics and Science as Art is on 
view at the kalamazoo Valley Museum in Michigan until January 2012. This 
exhibit salutes the work of French mathematician Benoit Mendelbrot, whose 
work is frequently featured on PBS. 521 All Stars: A Championship Story of 
Baseball and Community returned from a long engagement at the African 
American Performing Arts Center in Albuquerque, N.M.

The TEP program added several new in-state venues this year.  The National 
Bean Museum in Lakewood joined our program and is displaying The Forgotten 
War: The Palmetto Regiment and The Mexican War 1846-1917 until the end of 
December 2011. The Camden Achives borrowed one of our most popular 
exhibits for school groups, Colonial Life in South Carolina, which also will be on 
view through December. 

For Upstate football fans, the 
Upcountry History Museum in 
Greenwood has Mud, Sweat and 
Cheers: Football in the Palmetto State 
on view through January 2012.  For 
those visiting Myrtle Beach this fall, 

please stop in at the Franklin G. Burroughs – Simeon B. Chapin Art Museum to 
enjoy The Lonely Shadow: Silhouette Art by Clay Rice, one of your State Museum’s 
most requested traveling exhibits.

New traveling exhibits are added each year. 
Art/Humanity is a juried show featuring the work of 15 African American fiber 

artists, many from outside South Carolina. You can see this unique show at the 
Edisto Island Museum during November and December. Palmetto Hands Fine 
Craft Exhibition features new work by 19 South Carolina craftspeople and is 
the only statewide juried craft competition.  

Also, the South Carolina Watercolor Society sponsors annually a juried 
show of new work that is then traveled by the State Museum. Soon to be 
available: folklorist, author, musician and silhouette artist Clay Rice is currently 
working on a new traveling exhibit for the program, and The Great Charleston 
Earthquake 1886 will travel after it closes at the State Museum.

The Traveling Exhibits Program helps your State Museum expand its 
audience by tens of thousands of visitors a year. If you know of a gallery that 
could benefit from an affordable selection of traveling exhibits, please refer it 
to the museum’s website southcarolinastatemuseum.org/exhibits/traveling_
exhibits.aspx or contact the program by e-mail at tep@scmuseum.org.  

Foundation News

New traveling exhibits 

are added each year.

Happy  
Holidays!
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Many thanks to our Community Partners!

You Make it Happen!

For information on how to become a Community Partner, please call 803.898.4992
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Holiday NewsFoundation News
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host your holiday office, church or 
personal parties at your State Museum!

the Crescent Café makes your 
Museum visit easier!

When visiting the State Museum, leave the cooking 
to us, and have lunch or an afternoon snack at the 
convenient, cozy Crescent Café!  If it’s a cold day, 
enjoy hot soup or a fresh crisp salad with a variety of 
deli sandwiches.  And don’t forget our fresh, multi-
flavored homemade fudge for a unique holiday treat 
for yourself or a gift for your family and friends!

As the holidays approach, your key to successful entertaining is 
right here!  With ample space for any size gathering, the State Mu-
seum is a central location that boasts these great features:

• Six different venues
• Catering services
• Modern catering kitchen
• Wireless Internet access
• Ample FREE parking
• Audio-visual equipment for background music and mood-setting 
visuals

And of course, there’s the convenience of the 
Cotton Mill Exchange for gift shopping!

With our friendly, professional staff, central location and free park-
ing added to reasonable prices and the most unique location in the 
Midlands, what’s not to love?  

Call 803.898.4922 and reserve your space today!  
Your guests will thank you for it!

Happy Holidays from YOuR State Museum!

Visit scmuseum.org
All proceeds benefit YOUR State Museum!



MuseuM Hours: open Tuesday - saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., sunday 1 - 5 p.m. 
Closed Mondays between Labor Day and Memorial Day, easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas eve and Christmas Day

special opening days and hours Nov. 12 - April 15, 2012. see page 5.

301 Gervais Street, Loading Zone D
Columbia, S.C. 29201

southcarolinastatemuseum.org • 803.898.4921
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Designed by a South Carolina 
artist, this enchanting bronze-
finished sculpture of the wren and 
yellow jessamine will add class and 
cheer to any home or office. 
(6 3/8” x 4 3/8”x 5 ½”) $40.

The Carolina wren will sit handsomely in your tree 
via this elegant hand-painted egg ornament with 
images designed by Midlands artist Darby Erd. The 
state bird is joined by the palmetto tree and the 
blue tiger swallowtail butterfly. This decoration is 
sure to become a treasured heirloom.  $18 each.

These holiday cards feature Santa 
celebrating in South Carolina. One 
features the state tree, the palmetto, 
and the other, the South Carolina 
state flag. Designed and made in 
South Carolina exclusively for the 
State Museum. Box of six $11.95.

cottonmillexchange.com • 803.898.4967
All proceeds benefit YOuR State Museum!

Member Discount Days 
Saturday, Nov. 19 and Saturday, Dec. 10

State Museum members receive an additional 

10% oFF  
in the museum store with their membership cards.

Celebrate Christmas in South Carolina 
with gifts from the Museum store!


