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It is said that all that glitters is not gold, but that’s not always a bad 
thing.  Looking at the State Museum’s beautiful new exhibit South 
Carolina Silver: Varieties in Society 1750-1935, it is hard to imagine wishing 
for more.

“Not only is silver brilliant to look at, but with each piece there are 
many stories of be told,” said Curator of History Fritz Hamer. 

Several of the exhibit’s stunning items are from the collection of silver 
expert Dawn Corley, widely known as the “Charleston Silver Lady.”  Born 
in the “Holy City,” Corley was heavily influenced by her great aunt, an avid 
antique collector.  “I noticed all her friends had silver tea sets, spoons 
and forks and silver julep cups they ate with and drank from,” she said.  
“Regardless of the size of the house or the family’s economic status, 
silver was revered.”

Corley, taught to treasure the past, was hooked at an early age and 
began collecting silver at age five.  Her great aunt bought pieces for her 
until she was old enough to work.  “As a teenager I still could not pass 
up a silver fork, spoon or cream pitcher - any piece with a story related 
to Charleston.”

With Corley, as with the State Museum and all its exhibits, including 
South Carolina Silver, the story was the important thing.  The story is 
“far more interesting to most people than a display of pieces that lack 
the human connection.  I have the sort of collection that engages most 
people as it focuses on the stories of the pieces- who had them made, 
why they were made and who made them.”

Corley has lectured on silver internationally, recently before a foreign 
king who, with his group, was “mesmerized by the stories of the silver - 
what it revealed, not its monetary value.”

The “Charleston Silver Lady” began her connection with the museum 
as an expert silver and jewelry appraiser at its semi-annual Museum 
Road Show events.   She always asks people for the stories of their silver, 
where they got it and who in the family owned it.  “Each piece is a lesson, 
no matter how monetarily valueless it seems.”

Over the past 25 years, Corley has amassed a collection of more than 
5000 pieces, some as old as spoons made by Paul Revere and some 
made by current smiths Martele’, a designer for Gorham.

A number of pieces in the exhibit are from Corley’s collection.  Her 
favorite is the epergne (pr. i-PURN), the c. 1760 centerpiece with small 
silver baskets for fruits and nuts, with the large basket at the top often 
reserved for the rare treat of pineapple.  “Even a few generations ago it 
was scarce to have fruit and nuts.  Think of what it meant in the early to 
mid-1700s.”

South Carolina Silver: Varieties in Society 1750-1935 can be seen in the 
fourth-floor 401 Gallery through Jan. 31.

Silver Exhibit Keeps Changing Gallery Aglitter

Silver Allure Programs
“The Charleston Silver Lady” (Dawn Corley) invites you to 
learn about the intricacies of silver in concentrated workshops 
that include a tour of the South Carolina Silver exhibit led by 
Corley herself. See page 9 for details.
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Pirates, Privateers and Buccaneers, the State Museum’s latest blockbuster exhibit, 
is proving that, dangerous though he may be, the pirate still has a magnetic hold 
on the imaginations of the public.

“Little wonder, with the steady exposure in popular culture of movies and 
theme park attractions, as well as museum exhibits,” said Chief Curator of History 
Fritz Hamer.  

 “Though people think of pirates in terms of the buccaneers of the 17th and 18th 
centuries, they have never really gone away.  Pirates are frequently in the news 
today, and modern pirates have wreaked havoc on shipping lanes, capturing 
merchant vessels from numerous countries.”

The weapons used by 21st-century pirates are a far cry from the one-shot 
flintlock pistols and cutlasses of yesteryear.  The modern pirate uses AK-47 assault 
rifles and rocket-propelled grenades, which museum guests can see on display.  

In addition, a video screen plays a documentary on contemporary piracy, which 
explains the motivations and methods of  today’s pirates, and the frustrations of 
the authorities in trying to capture or deter them.

“While Hollywood tends to glamorize pirates, this section shows the reality,” 
said Hamer.  “Piracy is neither glamorous nor adventurous, whether it’s today or 
in the past.”  

Elsewhere in the exhibit, artifacts from the “golden age of piracy” teach lessons 
such as how pirates, and other sailors, would fill the holds of their ships with rocks, 
called ballast stones, to help the ship sit low in the water to keep it upright.  

Ballast stones are but a few of many intriguing items recovered from historic 
ships.  Guests also will see pewter plates, cannon balls, weapons, small capsules 
of gold dust, pieces of eight and much more, Hamer said.

Admission to Pirates, Privateers and Buccaneers is $5 for adults and $3 for ages 
three to 12 in addition to regular museum admission.

The exhibit can be seen through Sept. 19.

Pirates Are HoT all Summer!

Families are fascinated by pirates!

Intersal, Inc., a private research firm, discovered 
the site believed to be Queen Anne’s Revenge on 
Nov. 21, 1996.  QAR was located near Beaufort Inlet, 
North Carolina, said Intersal’s director of operations, 
Mike Daniel, who used historical research provided 
by Intersal’s president, Phil Masters.  Daniel now 
heads up Maritime Research Institute, the non-
profit corporation formed to work on the project 
in cooperation with state archaeologists and 
historians of the North Carolina Dept. of Cultural 
Resources, Office of Archives and History.

This exhibit was developed by the South Carolina 
State Museum with research, collaboration and 
assistance from the North Carolina Museum of 
History, the Queen Anne’s Revenge Project of the 
North Carolina Office of State Archaeology, and the 
North Carolina Maritime Museum.  Some artifacts 
Courtesy of Institute of Jamaica Collection.
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The State Museum’s new exhibit Palmetto Portraits: Images by 
Contemporary South Carolina Photographers has drawn a great 
deal of interest from visitors statewide in its first few weeks at the 
museum.

And little wonder.  The exhibit features beautiful portraits of 
South Carolinians from all across the Palmetto State, at work, at 
home and at play.  “It gives the viewer a snapshot of the state,” as 
Curator of Art Paul Matheny says.

The exhibit contains more than just photographs, however.  
Though the “focus” of the show is, of course, the stunning 
photography, the exhibit is far from two-dimensional. It includes 
many three-dimensional artifacts, primarily from the museum’s 
collection, connected to the people in the photos, said Matheny.

“There are two hat makers featured in the show – Jewell Mikell 
and Leigh Mager, both of Charleston - and samples of both their 
wares can be seen near their photographs,” said the curator.

Turned wooden bowls by Maxie McConnell Eades of Dacusville 
also add dimension to the exhibit.  “The bowls are of elm, maple 
and poplar cut down by the artist in her own backyard, and carved 
with either a lathe or a chainsaw to create the beautiful pieces 
bearing swirls of dark and light streaks through the grain,” Matheny 

said.  “The exhibit shows that not only are the photographers 
excellent at working with cameras, but they also have great eyes 
for spotting unusual talents in their subjects.” 

It takes a lot of imagination for someone to look at rusty metal 
and see it as anything other than junk.  But that’s just what 
Herman Thompson of Jenkinsville did.  With an eye as sharp 
as the photographers’, he created the charming and whimsical 
works “Train on Trestle” and “Barbecue Shack” which accompany 
his photograph in the gallery, much to the delight of museum 
visitors.

The exhibit, which runs through Jan. 9, also gives guests an 
intriguing chance to compare the photographic styles and 
choices of the photographers.  Why do some use black and white 
while others use color?  Why do some prefer certain backgrounds 
or subjects, while others’ choices are very dissimilar?  “It gives one 
insight into the creative process,” said Matheny.  “It’s an endlessly 
fascinating exhibit, and one not to be missed.  And because the 
subjects come from all across the state, it’s the perfect reason to 
visit the museum and this exhibit for people from all corners of 
South Carolina.”

Photography Exhibit offers Portraits and More!

To listen to the audio tours from your personal cell phone, simply dial the following number and 
when prompted, enter the number of the section that you would like to hear, followed by the # sign.  
Approximate running time for each segment is one minute.  There are no additional fees charged by 
the museum to use this service, only the use of your cell phone minutes.  If your cell phone plan does 
not include long distance coverage, additional fees may apply from your carrier.

Dial 803.234.8987 for the following audio tour segments:

Press 14 then # for: Snapshot: A Brief Overview

Press 15 then # for: Focus: A Look at the Project Process

Press 16 then # for: Panorama: A Look at Upcoming Programs

 — More to come!

You can access this information at any time, even while away from the Museum!
Cell Phone Tours

Palmetto Portraits is 
proudly sponsored by

Three-dimensional objects add to the beautiful photographs in Palmetto Portraits.
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The 2010-2011 South Carolina Palmetto Hands traveling 
exhibition opens at the State Museum on July 17 as the first stop 
on a  tour of various galleries, museums and art centers. Sponsored 
by the City of North Charleston, the State Museum and the S.C. 
Artisans Center in Walterboro, the show includes works made of 
clay, fiber, glass, metal, wood and mixed media.  “This is the only 
statewide fine craft competition and a chance to appreciate the 
spirit, complexity and quality of South Carolina crafts,” said Jeff 
Powley, State Museum traveling exhibits manager.

After an extensive pre-jury process, 31 artists were asked to 
participate and out of a total of 81 entries, 14 objects were selected 
to travel.  Brian Lang, who is the associate curator of decorative 
arts at the Columbia Museum of Art, juried the show.

The fine crafts in the exhibit include a stunning metal necklace 
by Barbara Miller; Arianne King Comer’s gorgeous indigo dyed 
batik fiber construction and two sinuous end tables by wood 
craftsman Glen Grant.  

Many of the participants have traveled widely and their work 
reflects and complements the skills they learned while abroad.  
Arianne King Comer studied batik in Nigeria. Susan Lenz’s 

sparkling mixed media tapestry is part of a series based on 
Austrian architecture and Nancy Pollock’s mosaic-covered violin 
celebrates the beauty of this ancient Italian art form.

Furniture collectors will immediately recognize Glen Grant’s 
inspiration – the Boston Bombe chest.  The drawer fronts of each 
of the four drawers of each end table were shaped out of a single 
piece of very wide wood.  “The process emphasizes the beautiful 
grain of the mahogany and black walnut stock,” said Grant, who 
builds custom furniture in his Pawley’s Island studio.

Stone, the traditional sculptural medium, was selected for 
Simeon Warren’s contemporary piece, “Event Horizon.”  Warren is 
professor of architectural stone carving at the American College 
of Building Design.  Mary Nicholson’s “Charleston Rice Vase” is 
wheel thrown porcelain. Nicholson teaches pottery at the Gibbes 
Museum of Art. Pediatrician and woodworker Ben Pendarvis has 
two pieces in the show, “Cherry Burl Bowl #612” and “Spalted 
Hackberry Hollowform #643.”

These works as well as Sarah Edwards-Hammond’s “Elephant 
Bowl Sweetgrass Basket” and Matt Wilson’s metal “Globe” and 
“Oak Tree” will be on view at the State Museum until Aug. 29. 

2010-2011 Palmetto Hands 
Traveling Exhibit Available
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Reaves McCall Donates Jim Harrison Painting

Art collector Reaves McCall presents the Jim Harrison 
painting “Sunset on Lake Murray” to South Carolina State 
Museum Art Curator Paul Matheny, as reported in the Spring 
issue of IMAGES.  The painting joins 80 Harrison prints also 
donated to the museum’s collection by McCall.

For more information visit the Traveling Exhibits Program page on the 
State Museum’s Web site at southcarolinastatemuseum.org.
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The State Museum has added a Civil War uniform coat and sword to its Civil War Arms 
display.

“This is an exciting addition,” said Curator of History Fritz Hamer.  “The coat is in good condition, 
though the color has lightened some from its original gray.  It’s a double breasted frock coat, 
and according to oral tradition, it belonged to Lenord Y. Dean, an enlisted man of Company B 
of Hampton’s Legion.   The coat has brass Palmetto militia buttons.”

Because enlisted men rarely had double breasted coats, it is likely that Dean had the coat 
made for dress occasions and not for campaign use.

“Dean was from the Edgefield District and enlisted in the Hampton Legion in the spring of 
1861,” said Hamer.  “He saw action in July 1861 in the first Battle of Manassas, which was also 
the Legion’s first battle, and he continued to serve up through the Battle of Seven Pines in 
May 1862.”  Dean was severely wounded in the battle, near Richmond, and lost his left arm as 
a result.  

He was mustered out of the service in July as a sergeant, but later returned to the army as an 
officer, serving at the Arsenal Academy in Columbia before spending the last months of the war 
trying to stop Sherman’s advance through the Carolinas.

“The sword and scabbard we’ve added to the exhibit was made about 1862 by Boyle and 
Gamble of Richmond,” Hamer said.  “Dean probably used it during his service as an officer.”

After Dean surrendered with Gen. Joseph Johnson’s army in North Carolina, he returned 
to Edgefield, then moved to Barbour County, Alabama.  He married and raised a family and 
became a successful businessman and community leader, according to Hamer.

Pinned to the coat is the Southern Cross, a post-war decoration issued by the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy.  Dean probably wore both at Confederate veteran reunions.  

The coat and sword were loaned by Jake Gressette of Greenville with the assistance of Cathey 
G. Holt.

“We appreciate this loan very much,” said Hamer.  “They’re extremely rare artifacts from 
perhaps South Carolina’s most famous military unit of the Civil War.”

The coat and sword will remain on display in the museum’s fourth-floor Civil War Arms exhibit 
through the fall of 2010.  There is a possibility of extending the loan, said the curator.

For further information on the State Museum’s Civil War exhibits and artifacts, contact Fritz 
Hamer at 803.898.4921.

New Civil War Uniform and Sword on Display

History curator Fritz Hamer, center, examines the Confederate coat 
and sword loaned by the Gressette family.

New Acquistions

Palmetto Militia Button

Southern Cross issued by the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy
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Curators Corner

L.C. Carson’s Concrete City is an ongoing project that returned to the lobby of the State Museum in April to 
be restored by internationally known art conservator Tony Rajer.

The collection, which was donated to the museum by self-taught artist L.C. Carson, consists of 33 miniature 
buildings that were constructed behind his house in Orangeburg, S.C. between 1970 and 1990. The structures 
were moved to the museum during the mid-‘90s to be restored to the condition Carson intended for them.

Rajer led the project with the help of volunteers from the museum, the University of South Carolina and 
Winthrop University. The buildings of focus this year were the Mayan pyramid and the Hanging Garden of 
Babylon. The Roman “Colosseum” was completed last year. 

“I fell in love with the project immediately,” said Rajer of the time he first encountered the collection during 
its move from Carson’s back yard in the mid-1990s. “The greatest challenge of the concrete city is trying to put 
the pieces of the puzzle back together.”

Fullbright scholar, artist, and professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Rajer is one of the foremost 
folk-art conservators in the world. Among recent projects, he has been involved in the restoration of the 
National Opera House in Panama City, Panama and Nek Chand’s Rock Garden in Chandigarh, India. During his 
stay at the State Museum, Rajer also conducted a weekend workshop for artists that will help them create a 
business plan and marketing strategy.

“We always look forward to Tony’s annual visits, both for his skills in helping to conserve the Concrete City 
and for his wit and knowledge, which benefits many students, teachers and guests here at the museum,” said 
Art Curator Paul Matheny.

“If we’re able to coax Tony back from his busy schedule next year, we’ve got a good project for him – Carson’s 
version of the Egyptian sphinx!” 

Concrete City Conservation

Volunteer Al Hatch, left, helps Tony Rajer repair L.C. Carson’s Mayan pyramid and Hanging Garden of Babylon.
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SectionPrograms & Events

“South Carolina’s Silver Lining” 
Monday, Aug. 16, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Immerse yourself in the world of silver at this full-day program led by “The 
Charleston Silver Lady.”  Examine first-hand more than 300 gorgeous antique 
silver pieces from Dawn Corley’s fabulous private collection, some of which 
are included in the Museum’s new silver exhibit.  
$50 general public, $45 Museum members (Lunch not included).

“Silver Nights” 
Thursday, Sept. 16,  6 - 8 p.m.
Evening hours better for you? Join Dawn Corley for an after-hours session 
with hands-on access to superb pieces from her collection as well as a private 
tour of the silver exhibit.
$30 public, $25 members

“Holiday Tabletops”
Saturday, Nov. 13, 9-11 a.m. and 2 - 4 p.m. 
Make it a Thanksgiving to remember! Let Dawn Corley’s gorgeous displays of 
china, silver and holiday decorations inspire your own dazzling celebrations! 
Register for Session One (9 - 11 a.m.) or Session Two (2 - 4 p.m.).
$30 general public ($25 State Museum members).

Saturday, Dec. 11, 9-11 a.m. and 2 - 4 p.m.
Whether you celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa or Yule, December 
revels take on new radiance as Dawn Corley reveals the brilliant beauty of the 
winter holiday table. 
Register for Session One (9 - 11 a.m.) or Session Two (2 - 4 p.m.).
$30 general public ($25 State Museum members).

Limited private classes/sessions (workshop and guided tour) led by “The 
Charleston Silver Lady” are available by request. $25 per participant (Museum 
admission included).

Space is limited! Register today!
Call 803.898.4952, e-mail publicprograms@scmuseum.org 

or visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org.

Step back in time and experience the exquisite allure of antique silver from Southern homes and 
plantations in a fascinating series of programs built around the new exhibit South Carolina Silver: 
Varieties in Society 1750 - 1935. Your exclusive guide for these captivating, one-of-a-kind programs 
is Dawn Evers-Corley, the nationally recognized expert on everything silver, better known as “The 
Charleston Silver Lady.”

Corley is no stranger to the hundreds of guests who have attended the Museum Road Show at 
the State Museum over the last decade. Corley also will appraise silver and jewelry at this summer’s 
Road Show July 17 (see page 10). 

With more than 25 years experience, she is much sought after as an appraiser and has presented 
programs to U.S. presidents and dignitaries as well as numerous private organizations and groups. 
Corley has maternal ties to one of Charleston’s earliest silversmiths, and many of the pieces she 
loaned to the South Carolina Silver exhibition were crafted by her Charleston ancestors.

 Join Corley for an intimate look at the unique history of hundreds of antique silver objects from 
her private collection as well as a personally guided tour of the silver exhibit. Learn how to spot 
a fake, how to determine age and quality, how much a piece is worth and so much more! As an 
added bonus, bring one silver item to be verbally appraised by Corley.

The Allure of Silver
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 Aunt Martha’s silver tureen, Kewpie dolls, a Picasso print, 
Japanese bayonets, a Russian samovar, an Edgar Allan Poe first 
edition - you never know what might turn up at the Museum Road 
Show!  Curious guests will have their chance to find out about all 
kinds of artifacts, antiques and heirlooms as the State Museum 
presents the summer edition of one of its most popular events 
—the Museum Road Show, on Saturday, July 17.

Inspired by PBS’ “Antiques Roadshow,” the program will offer 
informal (verbal) appraisals of a variety of objects from 9:30 a.m. 
- 3:30 p.m.  Local experts will be available in the fields of fine 
art, silver, pottery, furniture, books, jewelry, textiles, dolls and 
decorative arts, as well as military artifacts. 

“Offering a second Museum Road Show during the summer 
months has proved to be very popular with Museum guests,” says 

Meika Samuel, director of education and programs. “This event 
gives guests the opportunity to learn more about that fabulous 
heirloom they inherited or that mystery item they found in a flea 
market. There’s a real curiosity about the history of these pieces as 
well as the actual appraisal value. We hear some great stories!”

Ticket prices are based on the number of items to be evaluated. 
Tickets are $15 for the first item ($12 for Museum members), $25 
for two items ($20 members), $30 for three items ($25 members) 
and $35 for four items ($30 members). There is a limit of four items 
per person.  

Participants are responsible for moving objects from their 
vehicles to the museum’s atrium (where the event will occur) and 
back again.  The museum assumes no responsibility for loss or 
damage to any object.  

Arrrgghh! Pirates have invaded the South Carolina State 
Museum once again! Last May, this event proved so popular we 
are bringing it back this summer. Did you miss out on all the fun 
or did you have such a great time that you want to repeat the 
experience and bring your friends?

Plan to spend an enjoyable  evening with a great movie, snacks 
and the chance to see the museum after hours. And for those 
movie-goers looking for something just a little different, there 
will be a later showing at 9 p.m. with some special surprises!

Once again, the special Pirate Night movie is the modern 
classic “The Princess Bride,” a comic adventure tale about pirates, 
revenge, sword-fighting, cowardly villains, giants, miracles and, 
of course, true love. 

Registration begins at 6 p.m. followed by a screening of “The 
Princess Bride” at 6:30 p.m. Guests will receive a free bag of 

popcorn (drinks and other snacks will be available for purchase). 
After the movie, get out your flashlights (bring yours or buy 
ours!) and tour the darkened museum galleries, including the 
new blockbuster Pirates, Privateers and Buccaneers. 

Guests who would prefer to come to the later showing may 
arrive at 7:30 p.m. for the tour, then attend a special audience 
participation screening of “The Princess Bride” at 9 p.m. On hand 
for this showing will be costumed actors bringing the characters 
of Buttercup, Westley/Dread Pirate Roberts, Inigo, etc., to life. In 
the spirit of “Rocky Horror Picture Show,” audience members will 
be encouraged to shout out their own favorite lines and pitch in 
onstage as various characters. 

Recommended for ages three and up, admission to the event 
is $15 general public ($10 Members of the State Museum). 

Pirate Night at the State Museum! Friday, Aug. 20 • 6 - 10 p.m.

Museum Road Show Summer Edition • July 17

For more programs information and to register, call 803.898.4952, 
e-mail publicprograms@scmuseum.org or visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org.

Programs & Events
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For more information about the Southeastern Toy Soldier Show or the 
military miniature diorama, contact Fritz Hamer at (803) 898-4921. 

Want your kids to have fun learning to launch 
rockets into the sky, going on dinosaur digs, 
investigating crime scenes and building their 
very own robots? All this and more are going 
on this summer at the State Museum as Mad 
Science of Columbia presents exciting and 
exclusive summer science camps for children 
ages five to 12. 

Camps run through Aug. 13. Before and after 
camp care also is available.

For more information and to register, call 
Mad Science of Columbia at 803-739-2122 
or visit its Web site at www.madscience.com/
columbia.

From Roman legions to G.I. Joe, historic to never-out-of-the-package, hand-
painted metal to poured plastic, an array of toy soldiers and military collectibles 
can be bought, traded or simply admired at the State Museum’s 18th Annual 
Southeastern Toy Soldier Show.

More than 30 exhibitors from across the South will display their collections of 
toy soldiers, or “military miniatures,” in this annual presentation. The toy soldiers 
represent every period of history as well as a variety of decades.  Past shows have 
included such figures as Hannibal and his elephants, Egyptian pharaohs, Vikings 
and Russian czars and czarinas. 

Toy soldiers will not be the only items of interest.  Miniature tanks, planes, 
cannons and vehicles, as well as books, also will be available for purchase from 
exhibitors.

More military miniatures will be on display in the South Carolina Military 
Miniature Society’s annual diorama.  This year’s depiction portrays the preparations 
for the coronation of His Majesty King Edward VII in August of 1902.  Edward VII 
was the eldest son of Queen Victoria and the great-grandfather of Elizabeth II, the 
present queen of England. On his accession to the throne, he became king of the 
United Kingdom, Ireland and the British Dominions, as well as emperor of India.

In this fascinating depiction, people will see Edwardian ladies and gentlemen, 
mounted British and Indian troops, stables with a blacksmith, soldiers’ barracks 
and so much more! The Military Miniature Society’s members conducted 
extensive research so that the diorama accurately reflects the period. This group 
has produced something amazing every year for18 years, and this year is no 
exception.

Guests also will see living history reenactments on the front grounds. 
Demonstrations of how soldiers camped out, trained and more will be presented 
during the day by the South Carolina Volunteer Infantry.      

July 12 - 16 - “In the Garden” • “Rockin’ Rockets” 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. • “Science in Motion”  1 - 4 p.m. 
• “Rockin’ Rockets/Science in Motion Combo 
Camp”  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

July 19  - 23  - “Spy Academy” Full day camp 
only! 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

July 26 - 30 - “Powers of Nature” 9 a.m.- 12 p.m. 
• “Planet Earth” 1 - 4 p.m.  • “Powers of Nature/
Planet Earth Combo Camp” 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.  

Aug. 2  - 6 - “Red Hot Robots I” 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. • 
“Red Hot Robots II” 1 - 4 p.m. • “Red Hot Robots 
I/Red Hot Robots II Combo Camp” 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Aug. 9 - 13  - “NASA” 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. •  “Crazy 
Chemworks” 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. • “Reactions in 
Action” 1 - 4 p.m. • “Crime Scene” 1 - 4 p.m. • 
“NASA/ Reactions in Action Combo Camp”       
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. • “Crazy Chemworks/Crime Scene 
Combo Camp” 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Mad Science 
Summer Camps

Southeastern Toy Soldier Show
Saturday, Aug. 14, 10 a.m. 



Section Section

July 5 - 11, 19 - 25
Aug. 2 - 8, 16 - 22
Sept. 4 - 6, 18 - 19 

Pirates of the Carolinas
This documentary courtesy of South Carolina ETV digs up the true 
tales of treachery and villainy that occurred off the coasts of North 
and South Carolina during the “golden age of piracy.”  Follow the 
exploits of real sea bandits who roamed the streets of Charleston in 
the 18th century, including Blackbeard, Stede Bonnet, “Calico Jack” 
Rackham, and female pirates Mary Read and Anne Bonny.

July 1 - 4, 12 - 18, 26-28, 30-31
Aug. 1, 9 - 15, 28 - 29

Sept. 11 - 12 

Secrets of the Dead: 
Blackbeard’s Lost Ship

Blackbeard was the most feared and infamous pirate of his day. 
In the early 18th century, the former British privateer trolled the 
Atlantic coast on his flagship, the Queen Anne’s Revenge, plundering 
and terrorizing all vessels in his path. Soon after his blockade of 
Charleston harbor in 1718, Blackbeard ran his ship aground off 
the North Carolina coast and abandoned her to the sea before his 
eventual death in battle. Nearly 300 years later a group of marine 
archaeologists discovered the remains of the Queen Anne’s Revenge. 
Their careful preservation and analysis of the remains may answer the 
biggest mystery of Blackbeard’s reign: Did he run his ship aground by 
accident, or was the grounding a plot to double-cross his men and 
steal all their treasure for himself?

Museum exhibits come alive through Aug. 22 with 
daily movie screenings complementing the latest 

blockbuster exhibit Pirates, Privateers and Buccaneers! 
Free with Museum admission or membership!

Auditorium • 2 p.m. • 60 minutes
Weekend only screenings resume Aug. 28

Summer 
Star Labs
Learn about constellations and the summer 

night sky in these 30 minute portable 

planetarium shows. $3. 11 a.m.

July: 5, 12, 19, 26
August: 9, 16, 23, 30

State Museum
Highlights Tours
Do you feel there is so much to see at the 

South Carolina State Museum that you 

don’t know where to start? Wish you had 

a personal tour guide?  Join a weekend 

walk-in tour! Docents will lead 60-minute 

tours highlighting museum exhibits. 

Tours depart from the lobby on selected 

Saturdays at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

Exhibitions
Through Sept. 19
Pirates, Privateers 
and Buccaneers
  
Through Dec. 31
Tangible History
South Carolina Stoneware from the 
Holcombe Family Collection

Through Jan. 9, 2011
Palmetto Portraits
Images by Contemporary South Carolina 
Photographers

Through Jan. 31, 2011
South Carolina Silver
Varieties in Society, 1750 - 1935

Programs & Events
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Dates are subject to change. Call ahead to verify programs at 803.898.4921 or visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org

July
1st  - Aug. 13th - Mad Science Summer Camps. Weekly educational 
camps for children run through Aug. 13. See  page 11.

1st  - 28th, 30th - 31st - Museum and a Movie. See page 12. 2 p.m., 
Auditorium.

3rd - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

4th - Museum open for Independence Day! 

4th  - $1 Sunday. General admission only $1 today.

5th - Summer Star Labs. Learn about constellations and the 
summer night sky in these 30 minute portable planetarium shows. 
$3. 11 a.m.

10th  - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

12th - Summer Star Labs. Learn about constellations and the 
summer night sky in these 30 minute portable planetarium shows. 
$3. 11 a.m.

17th – Museum Road Show—Summer Edition. Local experts will 
offer informal appraisals of fine art, textiles, military memorabilia, 
furniture, jewelry and much more.  See page 10.

17th - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

19th - Summer Star Labs. Learn about constellations and the 
summer night sky in these 30 minute portable planetarium shows. 
$3. 11 a.m.

24th-- Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

26th - Summer Star Labs. Learn about constellations and the 
summer night sky in these 30 minute portable planetarium shows. 
$3. 11 a.m.

August
1st - Society of American Foresters. Enjoy special activities with the 
Society of American Foresters. 1 - 4 p.m., NatureSpace.

1st - 22nd - Museum and a Movie. See page 12. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

1st - $1 Sunday. General admission only $1 today.

2nd - 13th - Mad Science Summer Camps. Weekly educational 
camps for children run through Aug. 13. See page 11.

7th - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

9th - Summer Star Labs. Learn about constellations and the 
summer night sky in these 30 minute portable planetarium shows. 
$3. 11 a.m.

14th - Southeastern Toy Soldier Show.  See, buy or trade toy 
soldiers or other military miniatures from various periods of history. 
See page 11. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

14th  - Museum Highlights Tours.. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

16th - South Carolina’s Silver Lining. Immerse yourself in the world 
of silver at this full-day program led by renowned silver expert “The 
Charleston Silver Lady” (Dawn Corley). See page 9. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

16th - Summer Star Labs. Learn about constellations and the 
summer night sky in these 30 minute portable planetarium shows. 
$3. 11 a.m.

20th -  Pirate Night at the State Museum. Back by popular 
demand! Guests will enjoy their choice of two screenings of the 
modern classic “The Princess Bride.” See page 10.

21st -  Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

23rd - Summer Star Labs. Learn about constellations and the 
summer night sky in these 30 minute portable planetarium shows. 
$3. 11 a.m.

28th - Museum Highlights Tours.  11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

28th - 29th - Museum and a Movie. See page 12. 2 p.m., 
Auditorium.

30th - Summer Star Labs. Learn about constellations and the 
summer night sky in these 30 minute portable planetarium shows. 
$3. 11 a.m.

September
4th - Museum Highlights Tours.  11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

4th - 5th –6th -  Museum and a Movie. See page 12. 2 p.m., 
Auditorium.

5th - $1 Sunday. General admission only $1 today.

6th - Museum will be open for Labor Day.

11th -  Museum Highlights Tours.  11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

11th - 12th - Museum and a Movie. See page 12.  2 p.m., Auditorium.

16th  - Silver Nights.  Join renownedSilver expert “The Charleston 
Silver Lady”  (Dawn Corley) for an after-hours silver workshop.  See  
page 9. 6 - 8 p.m.

18th  - Museum Highlights Tours.  11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

18th - 19th  - Museum and a Movie. See page 12. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

25th - Museum Highlights Tours.  11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

25th - 26th - Museum and a Movie.  See page 12. 2 p.m., Auditorium. 

Programs & Events
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Notes From Our Director, William Calloway 
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• The State Museum is accredited by the American 
Association of Museums – only five percent of the 
museums in the country have such a distinction and 
honor! 

• We are sanctioned by the Smithsonian Institution as a 
Smithsonian Affiliate museum.

• More than 150,000 visitors from all 50 states visit the 
facility annually.

• 65,000 schoolchildren, representing every county in the 
state, visit FREE each year.

• Economic activity generated by the museum is close to 
$15 million per year.

• The total investment by the private community exceeds 
$10,000,000, including $6,000,000 used to fund the 
permanent exhibits when the museum opened in 1988. 

• This year, more than 200 volunteers contributed 11,000 
hours of service with a value of more than $200,000.

• Our staff members serve as consultants, offering their 
expertise to new or existing museums statewide who are 
seeking operational and strategic support. 

• The museum manages a Traveling Exhibit Program which 
provides low-cost exhibits to institutions across the 
state.

• We offer an admission price of only $1 each month so 
that all citizens will be able to partake of the museum’s 
offerings.

• The museum provides the following benefits to the state:
1. Educational-Hands on interactive learning, standards-

based programming,
2. Economic - Cultural tourism draw to outer market 

visitors and jobs support.
3. Emotional - Provides a strong connection to South 

Carolina’s history and heritage.

Let Your Voices be Heard!

Museum News

I am honored to be able to lead the institution through these times and 
humbled by your support of the museum.

Please come visit us this summer to experience our Pirates blockbuster, discover South Carolina 
craftsmanship in our Silver exhibit, and have great fun in our numerous summer programs. 

Bring your friends and families!

The next budget year is expected to be equally as challenging as this year’s, with the loss of the federal stimulus 
dollars which have helped alleviate more drastic cuts in public education and health care the past two years.  In order 
to maintain the State Museum as a quality, impactful institution, we will need your help in telling our positive story to 
as many leaders and citizens as possible.

For those of you who picked up the phone or sent an e-mail on behalf of the museum during the budget crisis, 
we thank you. The next three years will be transformative for the museum as we persevere through this economic 
downturn and open the “Windows to New Worlds” renovation. Our intention during this period is to focus on increasing 
our membership base and our corporate support throughout the state. Our hope is that we will have many more voices 
to relay the wonderful work of your State Museum.

As we all know, the state of South Carolina is facing difficult economic times and as a 
result the legislature and the governor are faced with hard decisions regarding funding state 
agencies. The South Carolina State Museum understands the need for improving efficiencies 
in state government. Over the past six years, the museum has substantially reduced operating 
costs while at the same time increasing revenues, visitor attendance and private support.

On June 9th, the governor issued his budget vetoes which included an additional reduction 
of $1.6 million from the State Museum’s budget. Our state appropriation had already been 
reduced from $4.2 million to $2.8 million. The veto would have left the museum with only 
$1.2 million, which is not even enough funding to pay our building rent of $1.8 million 
back to the Budget and Control Board. This was a critical moment in our history, for if the 
veto had been sustained, it would have been very difficult to maintain museum operations. 
Fortunately, we secured the required two-thirds votes in both the House and the Senate to 
override the vetoes. 

During our conversations with legislators that week, we began to more fully recognize and 
understand how uninformed they are about the great work and impact of the State Museum. That is why I am 
asking for your help. We need your voices to be heard to inform all our elected officials, professional educators and 
community leaders about the positive effect that the museum has on schoolchildren, families and communities.

Here are some specific points that will help you convey the statewide impact and 
quality of the museum -
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Museum News

Send us photos of yourself, your friends or family enjoying your South Carolina State Museum - in 
the exhibit galleries, at programs or activities, wherever you’re having fun in the Museum.  Each 
month we’ll select the best photo and post it on our Web site.  Plus, you could win four FREE passes 
to the State Museum, along with admission to our current blockbuster exhibit.  Send your pictures 
to photos@scmuseum.org.  Please include your name, e-mail address and street address to send 
your prize if you win.  Images must by formatted as jpeg, bmp or tiff and no larger than 6 MB.

Good luck!

Sophia Williams puts on a fierce-looking puppet 
show in the Discovery Center.Six-year-old Hannah Haddon is dressed and ready to 

find buried treasure.

 

Photos of the Month!

The South Carolina Museum Commission has gotten a new member.  Dr. 
Alexander M. Patrick of Greenville was appointed to the commission by 
Governor Mark Sanford.  Alexander will represent House District No. 4, and 
replaces Irene Morrah, whose term had expired.

A 1965 graduate of Presbyterian College, Alexander earned his Doctorate 
of Medicine degree from the Medical University of South Carolina in 1969.  
After a two year stint in the Army, he practiced family medicine in Greenville 
from 1972 until his retirement in 2009.

Alexander has been active in his state and community, serving on the 
Presbyterian College Board of Visitors from 1992-94 and as an elder at First 
Presbyterian Church from 1990-96 and 1999-2005.

He has been a supporter of the arts as well, including service on the State 
Museum Foundation Board.  From 2001-2003, Alexander was a member of 
the Foundation Board and served on the executive committee from 2002-
2003.  From 1997 to the present, he has been a major supporter of the Bowie 
Art Center at Erskine College in Due West, and has supported Presbyterian 
College’s Harper Art Center from 1990 onward.

“We are delighted to have Dr. Patrick join the commission,” said Executive 
Director Willie Calloway.  “He is already familiar with the museum through 
his work with the Foundation, and we look forward to benefiting from his 
leadership and enthusiasm.”

Museum Gets New Trustee

Alexander M. Patrick
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Museum News

Call Jennifer at 898-4912 to see how you can participate in the next 
Pirate Night at the State Museum, Aug. 20!

Notes From Our Volunteer Manager, Jennifer Lee

Join The Fun: VoLUNTEER!
Spring sprang upon us and found the volunteers at YOUR 

State Museum as busy as bees!  Kicking up their heels in a 
Highland jig, SCSM’s best friends celebrated Celtic heritage at 
Tartan Fest April 3.  

Volunteers then thrilled kids of all ages during Pirate Days, 
offering special programs and buccaneer appearances during 
Spring Break.  Warmly welcoming guests, they assisted the 
Foundation at the Palmetto Portraits Project reception, held 
in conjunction with Artista Vista.  

The Congaree Art Festival was right around the corner, 
and we were fortunate enough to have a group of Benedict 
College students help out, as they participated in their 
service-learning P.L.U.S. Day (Preparation for Leadership and 
Unity through Service).  

We barely took a breath before “Pirate Night” was upon us, 
and the volunteers battened down the hatches to present a 
jolly performance of  “The Princess Bride.”  Coming close on 

its heels were  Beach Music Day and the the Foundation’s 
Swashbuckler’s Soirée.  

Summer opened with Girls in Science Day and promises 
to be one of our busiest seasons yet, with great programs 
like the Museum Road Show, the Southeastern Toy Soldier 
Show, and South Carolina’s Silver Lining – a full-day program 
examining more than 300 silver pieces from the Charleston 
Silver Lady’s very own collection!  

The stage was set. The actors filed in and took their seats, 
costume-clad and grasping their precious props. Peter 
Faulk’s inimitable voice echoed through the auditorium: 
”’The Princess Bride’ by S. Morgenstern…Chapter One…”  

And so began the first ever South Carolina State 
Museum “‘Princess Bride’ Speak-Along.”  Volunteers came 
together to portray such unforgettable characters as the 
Dread Pirate Roberts, Fezzik the Giant, the Grandfather 
and Grandson, and the Impressive Clergyman.

Audience members were encouraged to shout out their 
favorite lines – and for two lucky guests, it was the chance 
to come on stage with the actors and play the Albino and 
Yellin the Gate-Keeper!  

Full of ‘fencing, fighting, giants, monsters, revenge, true 
love, miracles’ – “The Princess Bride” is a film for all ages.  
Sound like fun?  Then join us in August!

Volunteers Bring ‘The Princess Bride’ to Life

Docent training starts in August – 
won’t you join us?  

Visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org 
or call Jennifer at 898-4912 

for more details!

Photos by Celeste Wszola
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Foundation News

When Dr. Roger Blau was installed in July 2009 as chairman 
of the South Carolina State Museum Foundation (SCSMF) 
board of directors, he made clear that one of his top priorities 
would be that the composition of the board reflect more 
geographic diversity given that we are a “state” museum, not 
a “Columbia” museum.  

The State Museum has long been viewed in communities 
outside of the capitol city as a Columbia institution, a 
misnomer considering that our collection and exhibits 
represent the entire state, and that visitors and students from 
all 46 counties enjoy our facility each year.

It is true, though, that the SCSMF board – for a number of 
reasons – has not always enjoyed enough representation 
from beyond Richland and Lexington Counties.  As board 
chair-elect, Roger Whaley also has served as the chairman 
of the Trusteeship Committee since July 2009.  Dr. Blau shared his vision with Mr. Whaley, 
who agreed wholeheartedly and enthusiastically set out to recruit new board members from 
beyond Columbia.  And he has been incredibly successful!  

Under Mr. Whaley’s leadership, the board has welcomed six new members since July 
1, 2009, each representing an area of the state other than Columbia.  These newest board 
members include:  Sam Erwin, president and CEO of the Palmetto Bank (Greenville); Mrs. 
Nicole Hupfer, financial advisor with Edward Jones Investments (Florence);  Bob Mimms Jr., 
owner of Litchfield Fish House and of South Island Bait House (Pawleys Island); David Morrow, 
CEO of Crescent Bank and executive vice president of Carolina Financial Corporation (Myrtle 
Beach);  Julian “Jay” Nexsen Jr., president and CEO of Greenwood Communities and Resorts 
(Greenwood); and Ben Zeigler, shareholder in Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, P.A. (Florence). 

We will continue to reach into all areas of the Palmetto State that are currently not 
represented on the SCSMF board.  We are grateful to each of our newest board members for 
representing their local communities on our board of directors.  We are grateful, as well, to Dr. 
Blau for his expanded vision and to Mr. Whaley for working so hard to transform this vision 
into a reality.  

Notes from S.C. Museum Foundation 
Executive Director, Adrienne Huffman

Foundation Board 
Representing More of the State

“We will continue to reach into all areas 

of the Palmetto State that are currently not 

represented on the SCSMF board.”



Many Thanks To our Community Partners!

Foundation News
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Community Partnerships help support stimulating exhibits and 
programs that enrich the lives of our visitors.
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AlliedBarton Security Services 
Arthur State Bank
BB&T
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of S.C.
Budweiser of Columbia
Callison Tighe
Capitol Consultants
Cleartalk
Columbia Eye Clinic
Consolidated Systems, Inc.
Delta Dental
DP Professionals, Inc.
Flextronics
Florence & Hutcheson
Grubb and Ellis/Wilson Kibler
The Hobbs Group, PA
International Paper
J.W. Hunt and Company, LLP
Lewis & Babcock, LLP

McAlister Development Co., Inc.
McNair Law Firm, P.A.
Milliken Foundation
NBSC
Nexsen Pruet
Palmer Memorial Chapel
Palmetto Health
Riley, Pope & Laney
Roche Carolina, Inc.
SCBT
Sonitrol Security Systems of S.C.
Southern Mutual Church Insurance
TM Floyd & Company
Wilbur Smith Associates, Inc.

Community Partner Benefactors 
$5000 Annually
AT&T
Baker & Baker Real Estate Developers, LLC 
Collins and Lacy, P.C.
SCANA Corporation
Stroman Beauty Supply

Community Partner Sponsors 
$3500 Annually
Clark Patterson Lee
Colonial Life
Eastman Chemical Foundation
Elliott Davis
John F. McCabe/Merrill Lynch
Lexington Medical Center Foundation
Nelson Mullins
Sonoco
Westinghouse

Corporate Patrons*
J M Smith Foundation

Community Partners
$1000 Annually

You Make It Happen!
For information on how to become a Community Partner call 803.898.4992

*Donors at this level of corporate giving will be asked on their renewal dates to transition to a Community Partner, 
Community Partner Sponsor, or Community Partner Benefactor.

Community Partners Eastman Chemical, SCE&G and Westinghouse join us for Girls in Science Day June 11 to share their 
knowledge and science careers with students across the state of South Carolina.

& 



The South Carolina State Museum Foundation 
Annual Fund recently received a generous 
donation from Ms. Traci D. Hartsell in honor of 
her father Monte W. Hartsell as a tribute to his 
70th birthday.  Monte and his family give more 
than just generous dollar donations, however. 
He also gives his time as a volunteer at the State 
Museum. 

For seven years, Monte has been one of the 
very important helping hands among the 
museum’s 237 volunteers. He has kept tours 
moving smoothly in the galleries and assisted 
the docents in maneuvering groups from one 
exhibit to another, “basically keeping the gears 

well-oiled and beautifully running,” said Volunteer Services Manager Jennifer Lee.  
Hartsell also has served as a gallery greeter for exhibits such as King Tut, Titanic 

Science, Prehistoric Predators, Norman Rockwell and Napoleon, to name a few. 
“Our volunteers are wonderful – an invaluable resource without which the 

Museum would not be the thriving, vital institution it is!” said Lee.
During these difficult economic times the State Museum continues to offer high 

quality yet affordable exhibits, programs, and experiences that are a value for each 
and every visitor, said Foundation Executive Director Adrienne Huffman. “This 
makes contributions like those from the Hartsell family even more valuable, and 
we thank them very much!”    
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Museum News

Gather with family and friends in a facility 
geared towards FUN and BiG savings! 

Enjoy art, history, natural history and science 
amid beautiful surroundings.

Enjoy:
• On-site professional event coordinators

• FREE parking

• A complete catering kitchen

• A choice of venues within the Museum

• An outstanding list of preferred caterers.

Book Today!

Family Reunion? Birthday Party? Business Gathering?
Escape the HEAT at the South Carolina State Museum!

Reservations or more information 
call 803-898-4922

Visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org for panoramic 
photo tours of our facilities and additional material.

All proceeds support 
YOUR  South Carolina State Museum!

Community Partners
$1000 Annually
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Annual Fund Donation
        A Family Affair

in Memory of Doug Liddle
 Mary Frances Harris

 

in Memory of Joan Moore Hancock
Bill and Mary Mac Cain
Buddy and Helen Hill

Eve Smither 
 

in Memory of  Hazel Soles
 Gene and Elaine Starr

   

in Memory of Guy Lipscomb 
 Davis and Polly Howser
 Chattanooga Red Hats

in Honor of Georgia L. Cheek
 Chattanooga Red Hats

 

& Memorials 
 Tributes

If you would like to honor a friend or 
family member through a donation to the 
South Carolina State Museum Foundation, 

please call 803.898.4935.



Museum Hours: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sundays 1 - 5 p.m. 
Closed Mondays between Labor Day and Memorial Day, Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

301 Gervais Street, Loading Zone D
Columbia, S.C. 29201

southcarolinastatemuseum.org • 803.898.4921
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Smithsonian A�liations
Membership Program

Keep cool during the HOT summer at the

If you haven’t tried the Blue Marlin’s 
Signature menu yet, now’s the time! Enjoy 

fresh crisp salads, iced drinks and wonderful 
deli sandwhiches. PluS don’t forget, State 
Museum members receive a 10% discount! 

Stay cool this summer with your 
favorite beverage.  The “magic” 
Tervis Tumbler will keep your 
cold drinks cold and, if you 
desire, your hot drinks hot.

Have your glasses monogrammed!
- 16 oz. glasses sold in sets of four
- $75 plus tax, including handsome and 

convenient box 
- Delivered in three weeks
- Unconditionally guaranteed for life!

All proceeds benefit YoUR State Museum! For information call 803.898.4967

Shop on the web at cottonmillexchange.com or visit the store in the Museum lobby.  
REMEMBER, all Museum members receive 10% oFF EVERY DAY!


