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Officials at a health exhibition developed by the Nazi-controlled German 
Hygiene Museum, Dresden, 1935. National Archives and Records 
Administration, College Park, Md.

COVER: In his laboratory at a new eugenics institute in Berlin, geneticist 
Otmar von Verschuer studies twins as part of his research on hereditary 
links to criminality, mental retardation, tuberculosis and cancer. In 1927, he 
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Exhibition Examines Twisted “Medicine”

A lecture slide used at the national eugenics institute in 
Berlin headed by anthropologist Eugen Fischer, circa 1933–
1939. Institute scientists had examined these brothers to 
render an “expert opinion on racial origin.” A notation on the 
slide card read: “phenotype [physical appearance] suspicion 
of Jewish descent.”  USHMM Collection, 
Gift of Irmgard Nippert

Girl being measured in 1932 as part 
of a large anthropological research 
study, on the hereditary composition 
of the German population, conducted 
at dozens of sites. Ullstein Bild, Berlin

Adolf Hitler’s efforts to build a nation of superior Aryan beings 
in World War II Germany is examined in the exhibition Deadly 
Medicine: Creating the Master Race, which opens Aug. 8 at the 
State Museum.

Organized by the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, the 
exhibition examines the concept of “racial hygiene,” or “eugenics,” 
which began to inform population policy, public health education 
and government-funded research after Germany’s defeat in World 
War I.

“Eugenics proponents argued that by keeping the ‘unfit’ alive 
to reproduce and multiply, modern medicine and costly welfare 
programs were interfering with natural selection, the concept 
Charles Darwin called the ‘survival of the fittest’ in the animal and 
plant world,” said Chief Curator of History Fritz Hamer.

“By contrast, the ‘fit’ and educated classes were marrying 
later and having fewer children through birth control methods, 
resulting, eugenicists believed, in the degeneration of the overall 
population.”

To solve this perceived problem, eugenics advocates proposed 
“positive” government policies such as tax credits to foster 
large, “valuable” families and “negative” measures, mainly the 
sterilization of genetic “inferiors.” 

The concept of eugenics emerged in the late 19th century, and 
there were many advocates of eugenics in numerous countries, 
which served as a prelude to the interest and policies of the 
Nazis.

“Deadly Medicine looks at an aspect of the war era that doesn’t 
get the attention that the concentration camps receive,” Hamer 
said.  “It demonstrates that, while the Nazis took its concepts to 
the extreme, many countries, including the United States, were 
investigating eugenics as a way of raising the quality of their 
populations or to come up with a ‘perfect’ human being.”

However, “we know today that the search for the so-called 
‘perfect’ human is a preposterous notion,” the curator said.

Deadly Medicine includes many photographs, posters, films and 
artifacts which tell the story of the effort to build a “master race.”

Museum guests will see books containing the theories which 
the Nazis used to justify the sterilizations of an estimated 400,000 
Germans, and the gassing murders (in the name of euthanasia, 
or “mercy” deaths) of 70,000 patients deemed “unproductive” in 
private, state and church-run institutions. 

Another book, “Mongrel Virginians,” was used by American 
eugenicists to support laws, passed in Virginia in 1924, that 
prohibited interracial marriage.

Other artifacts include calipers used to measure heads to 
determine the perfect head shape; a brass microscope used 
by scientists of the period; a bronze “Honor Cross of German 
Motherhood” pin awarded to German women who had four or five 
children (silver and gold pins were awarded for more children); a 
glass replica of a 1930s German female figure, which embodied 
the promise of science and medicine in the early 20th century; 
a fortified door from an isolation cell of a German psychiatric 
clinic; a poster from the 1911 International Hygiene Exhibition in 
Dresden; and much more.

Hamer said he hopes viewers will learn “the danger of thinking 
that there is or could be an ideal version of humanity.

“Every human being can contribute to society, given the right 
circumstance and support.”

Deadly Medicine is sponsored in part by the Samberg Family 
Foundation, the Dorot Foundation, the Viterbi Family Foundation 
of the Jewish Community Foundation of San Diego, and the 
Rosenbluth Family—Al, Sylvia, Bill and Jerry. Additional support 
was provided by the Takiff Family Foundation and the David Berg 
Foundation. 

Local sponsor of Deadly Medicine is the South Carolina Council 
for the Holocaust.

The exhibitionion can be seen through Feb. 14, 2010.

Eye chart. USHMM Collection, 
Gift of Irmgard Nippert
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The State Museum’s just-opened pottery exhibit, Tangible History: South Carolina Stoneware from 
the Holcombe Family Collection, not only is putting a stunning exhibit of art before an appreciative 
public, but it also is helping to carry on the tradition of stoneware pottery making.

Aside from the magnificent array of pots, jugs, churns, pitchers and more in the show, the exhibit 
also contains a working potter’s wheel which is being used by state potters to make new stoneware, 
thus perpetuating the tradition, making new product available to the public, and serving as an 

educational tool.
“The potters make their vessels right in front of museum guests, so they can 

show our visitors what it takes to make traditional South Carolina pottery, actually 
demonstrate the process to them, as well as tell them about what goes into making 
these works of art, and how their particular styles are incorporated into the medium,” 
said Chief Curator of Art Paul Matheny.

A schedule of potters will be invited to the museum over the next year to 
demonstrate their skills and eventually provide new pottery for sale in the Cotton 
Mill Exchange. The exhibit contains about 50 pieces from the significant collection of 
the Holcombe family.  The family first began to collect pottery in the 1960s, but has 
rarely exhibited it.  Also included is a group of pots and objects from the museum’s 
collection.

“Pottery making is one of the oldest professions in the world, and South Carolina has one of the 
richest pasts connected to this craft,” said Matheny.

The curator said he hopes the public will recognize “the connection to the clay that we see across 
the state, that this South Carolina natural resource has a national significance to it, and how these 
works of incredible folk art that emerge from it connect us to our communities from the past.”

Tangible History: South Carolina Stoneware from the Holcombe Family Collection can be seen on the 
Museum’s fourth floor through Dec. 31, 2010.  

Pottery Exhibit Perpetuates Palmetto Art 

“Pottery making is one of 
the oldest professions in the 
world, and South Carolina 
has one of the richest pasts 

connected to this craft”

The Museum’s pottery studio was based upon upon Billy Henson’s studio, located in Rock Hill, S.C. Photo by Paul Matheny.

Exhibitions
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When thinking of renowned artists from South Carolina, Robert 
Courtright’s name might not spring immediately to mind.  After all, 
the Sumter native left his hometown nearly half a century ago and 
shares his time between New York City, France and Edisto, S.C. and 
his work has only infrequently been exhibited in his home state.  

However, the State Museum’s major retrospective Robert 
Courtright: Collages, Collage Constructions and Masks 1953-2008 may 
change all that.  The exhibit shows Courtright to his fellow South 
Carolinians as a major artist not on a state or regional basis, but on 
a worldwide scale.

“Contemporary art in South Carolina has an intriguing and story-
filled past,” said Chief Curator of Art Paul Matheny.  “Artists native to 
the state often remain within their communities throughout their 
lives, visually stimulating and enriching the lives of the people in 
the area.

“Other native artists move away, searching for opportunities in 
larger metropolitan arts centers. Robert Courtright is among this 
group.  But with this exhibit he returns to his home state to bring 
back part of what he learned in other parts of the world, combined 
with the parts of South Carolina culture he took into the world with 
him.” 

The exhibit shows a variety of facets of the artist’s work.  In the 
early part of his career, collages played a major part, as is evidenced 
by works from the 1950s such as 1953’s “Tower Marino,” 1958’s “View 
of Spoleto” and “Aniquity,” c. 1960, all of which demonstrate the 
artist’s fascination with architecture.

Collage constructions later evolved from this base.  Examples to 
be seen in the exhibit in include “Blue Tondo Collage Construction” 
from 2008, “Blue Tread Collage Construction” done 25 years earlier, 
in 1983, and “Untitled Collage Construction (Joyce series)” from 
1997.

More recently, his masks, or “faces,” have been added to his 
repertoire.  It was a happy accident that brought this style into his 
body of work.

The artist says he passed a shop in Nice, France one day where 
some white papier-mâché children’s masks in the shop’s window 
caught his eye.  His creative side took over from there. 

Courtright bought several masks and, after having them in his 
studio for a while, came up with the idea of applying collage to 
them. However, he was not very satisfied with the results. “I put 
them aside,” he said. “Then, one day a client came by to look at some 

artwork and liked one of the masks. He took it to Paris and displayed 
it in a Plexiglas box. Others saw it and wanted one. It was all about 
the presentation. The masks caught on and opened the door to 
doing more,” Courtright recalls.

Creating his masks, small and large, is Courtright’s newest artistic 
direction.  The exhibit contains works such as “Untitled Mask,” a 1985 
work in bronze; “Untitled Arrowhead Mask,” another bronze that is 
also undated; and “Untitled Mask,” a 2007 lithograph.  

In addition to creating his “faces” in a variety of sizes, Courtright 
varies the material from Carrera marble to bronze to paper and 
more.

“Common patterns and textures we experience every day are 
easily overlooked, like the rhythm of bricks, flaking paint from 
a century of change or stones used and re-used for centuries in 
ancient architecture,” said Matheny.  “In his art, Courtright recognizes 
that the passage of time is made evident by these changes, which 
offer a unique quality to the creation of his architectural collages 
and collage constructions.”

Robert Courtright: Collages, Collage Constructions and Masks 1953-
2008 can be seen in the Lipscomb Gallery through Aug. 23.

Exhibit Spotlights Internationally-Known 
South Carolina Artist

A catalogue of Robert Courtright’s work is available for sale in the Cotton Mill Exchange.
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Recent Acquisition

It has the kind of clean-lined beauty associated with antique firearms and a history filled 
with unanswered questions.  Recently acquired by the State Museum, the c.1850 percussion 
target rifle is one of the few remaining examples of the work of Columbia gunsmith Peter 
W. Kraft. 

Featuring the original ramrod, the partially-handmade rifle was outfitted with an unusual 
double-set trigger apparatus of a rear trigger and a hair trigger.  After setting the rear 
trigger, the hair trigger could be released with very little pressure enabling greater shooting 
accuracy.  

“We wanted this firearm for our collection because it is rare and because it was made in 
Columbia, something that this area of the state is not generally known for,” said Curator of 
History Fritz Hamer.  

Born in Germany around 1834, Kraft immigrated to the United States at an undetermined 
date, married and eventually fathered seven children.  In 1861 Peter Kraft joined his brother 
Henry Kraft, a jeweler, and opened Kraft, Goldschmidt & Kraft in Columbia.  The new firm 
probably lasted only one to two years and was best known for making some of the most 
unique swords and sabers in the South.  However, an advertisement for the firm also noted 
that Peter Kraft made pistols, “double-barrel guns” and rifles.  

“Very little is known about Peter Kraft or his firm,” says Hamer.  “There are only a few Kraft, 
Goldschmidt & Kraft swords and firearms in existence today and the little we know about 
Peter Kraft comes from occasional references contained in the public records of his day.”

One particularly detailed account refers to him as cheerful, frank, industrious and moderate 
in his eating and drinking, painting a picture of a happy, well-adjusted man.  Ironically, the 
reference comes from Kraft’s commitment papers to the South Carolina Asylum in 1900.  
The document goes on to state that Kraft believed he was General George Washington and 
had donated a million dollars to the government from his personal fortune.  

At the time of his commitment, Kraft had been unstable for 10 years and had no real 
or personal property.  It is possible his business failed, as the papers record “he has lost 
considerable property and grieved over it greatly.”  

After six months, Kraft was released with some improvement, but no mention of him 
after that time has survived.  The few surviving guns and pistols created by this troubled 
gunsmith have become his only legacy.

Visitors to the Museum will be able to see the Kraft rifle in the upcoming exhibit From the 
Pee Dee to the Savannah:  Enduring Legacies of South Carolina’s Fall Line Region, which opens 
in September.

Museum Acquires Historic Rifle

DID YoU KNoW . . .
There’s No Place Like Home

In 1998, a group of small structures created by self-taught artist L.C. Carson 
was moved from his backyard to the Museum.  The staff was delighted to add 
these pieces to the Museum’s growing art collection, but as staff members were 
unpacking the structures in the conservation lab, they watched a very unsettled 
snake slither out of one of the pieces.  The conservator, rising to the occasion, 
went to find a bucket to catch the snake, but by the time he returned, there 
was no snake to be found.  An extensive search ensued for this new Museum 
acquisition, and after several hours, the snake was found…happily curled up in 
the backyard diorama on the second floor (left).  We take this as a testament to 
the talent of our exhibit staff members.  Their work is so good, it fooled a snake!
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Among other attributes that are distinctive to each of us, our 
names usually separate us from all of the other people. Our names 
are usually unique, although there are so many people now that 
names are sometimes duplicated.  You might even know one or two 
other people with the same first and last name. That is not the way 
it is in the world of science.

In the 1750s duplicate human names were less a problem. But 
to avoid it completely in scientific circles, a Swedish scientist, Carl 
Linne (also known as Carolus Lennaeus), hit upon a system of 
unique names for all of the various plant and animal species being 
discovered around the world, a system that is still in use today. 

Linne’s system of “binomial nomenclature” 
(bi=two; nomen=name) provided a “first 
and last name” for organisms. The first word 
is the name of the genus, equivalent to our 
last names, and is always capitalized. The 
second is the species name, or “specific 
epithet,” and always starts with a lower case 
letter. Knight would be my “genus,” and “Jim” 
would be my species.

Additionally, all scientific names are 
always either italicized or underlined. Many 
people dislike these strange sounding 
scientific names because they are hard to 
pronounce and spell. Which is easier, Homo 
sapiens, the scientific name for our own species, man, or Agkistrodon 
piscivorus, the scientific name of the cottonmouth?

Actually, the system is so useful that it is the standard throughout 
the life sciences today.  A strict set of rules has been established by 
the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, or ICZN, 
which regulates the naming of biological entities. 

Among the book-length set of regulations is the requirement that 
no two plants or animals will have the same scientific name. In this 
way each is uniquely identified. 

 Some scientific names make complete sense if the reader knows 
the Latinized root word. The scientific name of the cottonmouth, 
Agkistrodon piscivorus, makes good sense when the meanings of 
the two words are known. The first part of the name refers to the 
snake’s fangs.  The “Agkistro” portion of the genus name Agkistrodon 
means “hooked,” and “don” or “dont” means “tooth.”  

The second name, “piscovorus,” means “fish eater,” alluding to the 
main portion of a cottonmouth’s diet. Consequently, the translation 
of the cottonmouth’s scientific name is “fish-eating hook tooth.” 
Homo refers to our group, man, and sapiens means “thinking,” so the 
translation means “thinking man.”  

Some scientific names are developed 
with a joke in mind, such as Cuttysarkus, 
a genus of fossil lizards named after the 
researcher’s favorite drink. The person who 
discovers and describes the organism gets 
to name it whatever he/she wants, within 
reason. Occasionally a scientific name 
will bear the name of a researcher who 
has worked on that particular group, so a 
newly-discovered form will be named for 
him or her. Sometimes a newly recognized 
species will be named in memory of a 
deceased researcher. 

Sometimes a long-familiar scientific 
name will apparently be changed. For decades some large sauropod 
dinosaurs were called by the genus name Brontosaurus. That name 
was changed when scientists realized that a previously-named, 
very similar dinosaur named Apatosaurus was in fact the same kind 
of animal. Because Apatosaurus was named first, that is the name 
correctly used for that particular genus of dinosaurs.

So these hard to pronounce and spell names not only are 
extremely useful to a scientist, but can be quite interesting and fun 
to explore, as well.

What’s In A Name?

Scientific names aren’t always as complex as they seem. 

 Jim Knight, Chief Curator of Natural History

Apatosaurus 
Agkistrodon 
piscivorus

Homo sapiens Jim Knight digs for 
fossils
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“Tell me a story…”  Throughout man’s existence, the storyteller 
has preserved the human experience. Before the written or 
printed word was invented, 
storytellers passed down family 
traditions, legends and folklore, 
and historical events. Aesop’s fables, 
Scheherazade and the Arabian 
Nights, Hans Christian Andersen’s 
and the Brothers Grimm’s fairy tales, 
the legend of King Arthur, to name 
just a few, are all part of the great 
tradition of storytelling, as well as 
modern-day storytellers such as Will 
Rogers, Spaulding Gray, Lily Tomlin 
and Garrison Keillor. 

 The ability to tell a good story 
has inspired appreciation since the 
cavemen reenacted hunts for their 
fellow cavemen.  Members of the 
South Carolina Storytelling Network 
will carry on this great tradition at JulyFest, an annual storytelling 
concert with workshops.

The South Carolina Storytelling Network will start off the day 
with workshops that will be open to the general public as well as 

Network members. These workshops 
will be beneficial to those interested 
in storytelling as a profession, 
sideline or hobby. Later in the day, 
Network members will present a 
storytelling concert with fables, 
fairytales, historical and personal 
stories, guaranteed to entertain, 
relieve stress, tickle listeners’  funny 
bones and maybe even tug at their 
heart strings.

“These storytellers represent 
the best of their craft,” said Meika 
Samuel, director of education and 
programs. “The State Museum is 
the perfect place to present these 
wonderful stories. Our very purpose 
is to tell South Carolina’s stories, and 

there are many great ones to tell.” 

Julyfest to Enthrall Guests with Stories, Saturday, July 25  

10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Storytelling workshops • 1:30 - 4:30 p.m., Storytelling Concert 
The stories and workshops are fREE with museum membership or admission.

July 20th - 24th 
NASA: Journey into Outer Space. 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Reactions in Action. 1 - 4 p.m. 
Combo Camp. Above two camps in one! 9 a.m. - 4 p.m

July 27th - 31st 
Spy Academy. Full day camp only! 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Aug. 3rd - 7th 
In the Garden. 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Powers of Nature. Only at the State Museum! 
Campers will explore the wonders of weather and tour the 

Museum’s hands-on Powers of Nature exhibit FREE.  9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Rockin’ Rockets and Aerodynamics. 1 - 4 p.m.

Combo Camp. Above two camps in one!  . 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Aug. 10th - 14th
Red Hot Robots I. 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Red Hot Robots II. 1 - 4 p.m.
Combo Camp. Above two camps in one!  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Want to launch a rocket into the sky, go on a dinosaur dig, learn 

all about weather, or build your own robot? Kids can do all this and 

more this summer at the State Museum as Mad Science of Columbia 

once again presents exciting and exclusive summer science camps 

for children ages five to 12. Camps run through Aug. 14. Before and 

after camp care also is available.

Mad Science 
Summer Camps

for information or to register: 
803-739-2122 or 

madscience.com/columbia.
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From old to new, metal to plastic, an array of toy soldiers and 
military collectibles can be bought, traded or simply admired at 
the State Museum’s Southeastern Toy Soldier Show on 
Saturday, Aug. 8 beginning at 10 a.m.  

 More than 30 exhibitors from across the South 
will display their collections of toy soldiers, or 
“military miniatures,” in this annual presentation.  
According to Director of Education and 
Programs Meika Samuel, “the toy soldiers 
represent every period of history as well as a 
variety of decades of their manufacture.  Past 
shows have included such non-traditional 
figures as Hannibal and his elephants, Vikings 
and Russian czars and czarinas.”   

Toy soldiers will not be the only objects of 
interest.  Miniature tanks, planes, cannons and 
vehicles, as well as books and related items, also will 
be available for purchase from exhibitors.

More military miniatures will be on display in the South 
Carolina Military Miniature Society’s annual diorama.  “This year’s 
depiction portrays the building of the Great Pyramid at Giza 
during the Old Kingdom (2600-2100 BC) for the Pharaoh Khufu, 

showing the construction of the pyramid with the Pharaoh 
visiting the site,” said Fritz Hamer, chief curator of history.  

“The Society’s members conducted extensive research 
so that the diorama accurately reflects the period.  I’ve 
worked with these people for 17 years and every year 
they amaze me!  They have a lot of patience to do such 
fine work!” 

Guests also will see living history reenactments 
on the museum’s front grounds.  Demonstrations of 

how soldiers camped out, trained, lived and more will 
be presented during the day.  

For more information about the Southeastern Toy 
Soldier Show or the military miniature diorama, 

contact Fritz Hamer at (803) 898-4942. 

Soldiers March to Museum Aug. 8

Just what does happen at the South Carolina State Museum after dark?
Bring your flashlight and find out! friday, Aug. 7 • 6-10 p.m.

Enjoy. . . 
• A screening of the hilarious new movie “Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian!”
 Rated PG; Parental discretion advised

• Popcorn and a drink!

• Flashlight tours of the darkened museum galleries, including Powers of Nature! 
(Bring your own flashlight or buy ours!)

• Meeting a few of the Museum’s “residents!”

• All this for $15 ($10 Members)!

The “Right Time” is NightTime 
at the State Museum, friday, Aug. 7!

Recommended for ages 3 & up.
for more information, please call 803.898.4952 or visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org
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Create Your own family Exhibit! oct. 10
Clay Rice’ s silhouette scenes have appeared in national publications 

and are prized by collectors worldwide.  Now you can have your 
child’s silhouette created by this renowned artist on Oct. 10 at the 
State Museum. Making this event even more special, the Museum 
store has stocked “The Lonely Shadow,” a new children’s book by this 
talented artist.  Reserve your portrait sitting today-space is limited! 

Silhouette Prices
$40 per person for copies of the same person

$10 for additional copies
$20 for 5 x 7 Frame and Mat

$38 for 8 x 10 Frame and Mat
$58 for 6 x 20 Frame and Mat

Make your reservation today! 
Call (803) 898-4968

or visit the Museum’s calendar at 
southcarolinastatemuseum.org.  

“The Lonely Shadow” melds the black and white 
tradition of silhouette art with a colorful world as a lonely 
shadow finds a child searching for a friend.  Mount your 
child’s portrait in a specially designed frame in the back 
of this charming book to create a timeless treasure.

Recommended for children ages 3 -10. 

Book your party today! 
Call (803) 898-4999

Remember to ask about your membership discount!

Birthday Parties! Carolina Safari • MAd Scientists! • Let’s Talk Dino!
Carolina Safari! Go on a safari around the natural history 
gallery to discover the many different animals from millions of 
years ago to today!

MAd Scientists! Come into our “laboratory” and get ready 
to conduct some safe, fun and educational science experi-
ments in this hands-on program.

Let’s Talk Dino!  From the Stegosaurus to the Triceratops to 
the T-rex, let’s talk about dinosaurs in this hands-on program 
in NatureSpace.
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Auditorium, 2 p.m.
Now showing: Museum exhibits come alive with daily* movie 
screenings July 1 through Sept. 7 at 2 p.m. Weekend showings 

resume after Labor Day. 

Free with Museum admission and membership.

July 1-5, July 27- Aug. 2, Aug. 31 - Sept. 7
Hurricane Katrina: The Storm that Drowned a City – 60 minutes

With astonishing storm footage, suspenseful eyewitness testimony, and 
a penetrating analysis of what went wrong, this documentary reconstructs 

the crucial failures in preparation and engineering that led to one of the 
worst disasters in U.S. history.  

July 6-12, Aug. 10-12, Aug. 15-16
Hunt for the Supertwister – 60 minutes

Join fearless stormchasers armed with the latest radar and computer 
technology as they attempt to solve the puzzle of how killer tornadoes 

spawn and where they are likely to strike. Venture into “Tornado Alley” for 
some of the most shockingly intense tornado footage ever filmed.

July 13-19, Aug. 17-23
Hurricane! – 60 minutes

Witness nature’s fury as hurricanes Camille and Gilbert crash onto the 
Gulf coast. Watch how highly-trained scientists routinely fly into the world’s 
most destructive storms to discover what makes them tick and to measure 

their intensity and probable path.

July 20-26, Aug. 24-30
Lightning! – 60 minutes

Take a high-voltage trip into the most electrically charged weather in the 
world! Join scientists as they tempt nature by creating the world’s tallest 

lightning rod, triggering awe-inspiring thunderbolts.

Aug. 3-9, Sept. 12-13, Sept. 19-20, Sept. 26-27
Master Race – 60 minutes

With a unique blend of nationalism, militarism, and racial theory, Adolf 
Hitler taught the German people to believe that they were the Master Race. 

In this documentary, Germans talk candidly about the initial seduction of 
Nazism; Gypsies reminisce about life before Hitler; and Jews recall their 

persecution as Hitler’s “Master Race” pursued its destiny -- and descended 
to the greatest depths of barbarism in human history. 

* No movie shown on Aug. 13 and 14

Programs & Events

Exhibitions
Aug. 8 through Feb. 14, 2010
Deadly Medicine
Creating the Master Race

Through Aug. 23
Robert Courtright
Collages, Collage Constructions 
and Masks 1953-2008

Through Sept. 7  
Powers of Nature

Through Dec. 31, 2010
Tangible History
South Carolina Stoneware from 
the Holcombe Family Collection

on Weekends
Highlights Tours
Do you feel like there is so much to see at 

the South Carolina State Museum that you 

don’t know where to start? Wish you had 

a personal tour guide?  Join a weekend 

walk-in tour! Docents will lead 60-minute 

tours highlighting museum exhibits. 

Tours depart from the lobby on selected 

Saturdays at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

Tangible History

Robert Courtright

Powers Of Nature



July
18th - Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

25th - Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

25th - JulyFest. Story telling concert and workshops. Members 
of the the S.C. Storytelling Network present their best fables, fairy 
tales, historical and personal stories.  Free with museum admission.  
Vista Room.  10:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

August
1st - 12th - Museum and a Movie. Enjoy daily screenings all 
summer long!* See page 11 for details. 
2 p.m., Auditorium.

1st - Museum Highlights Tours. Join 
a weekend walk-in tour highlighting 
museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

2nd - $1 Sunday. Museum 
admission is only $1 today.

7th – Nighttime at the State 
Museum. What happens at the 
State Museum after dark? Bring your 
flashlights and find out! Enjoy the new 
movie “Night at the Museum: Battle 
of the Smithsonian,” flashlight tours 
of the darkened museum galleries 
(including Powers of Nature), and a 
chance to meet a few of the Museum’s “residents.” Admission $15 
($10 Members); recommended for ages 4 and up. 6 – 10 p.m.

8th - First day to see Deadly Medicine: Creating the Master Race.

8th -  Powers of Nature Member day! All State Museum members 
enjoy FREE admission to the block buster exhibit Powers of Nature!

8th - Southeastern Toy Soldier Show.  See, buy, or trade toy 
soldiers or other military miniatures from various periods of history. 
View the new diorama created by the S. C. Military Miniature Society 
and see living history presentations. See page 9 for details. 10 a.m. 
- 4 p.m.

8th - Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

9th - Family History.  Learn about researching your roots at a 
meeting of the S.C. Genealogical Society.  3 p.m., Red Room.

15th - 31st - Museum and a Movie. Enjoy daily screenings all 
summer long!* See page 11 for details. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

15th - Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

17th - 31st  - Museum and a Movie. Enjoy daily screenings all 
summer long!* See page 11 for details. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

22nd - Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

29th - Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

September
1st - 7th  - Museum and a Movie. Enjoy daily screenings through 
Labor Day!  See page 11 for details. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

5th - Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

6th - $1 Sunday. Museum admission is only $1 today.

7th- Labor Day. Museum open.             
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

10th - Healing through Killing:  
Lessons from the Holocaust.  Lecture 
by Eva Mozes Kor, survivor of the deadly 
genetic experiments conducted by Josef 
Mengle at Auschwitz during 1944-1945.  
Presented by the South Carolina Council 
on the Holocaust.  Free.  7:30 p.m.

12th -  Museum Highlights Tours. Join 
a weekend walk-in tour highlighting 
museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

12th & 13th   - Museum and a 
Movie.  See page 11 for details. 2 p.m., 

Auditorium.

13th - Family History.  Learn about researching your roots at a 
meeting of the S.C. Genealogical Society.  3 p.m., Red Room.

19th  - Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

19th & 20th - Museum and a Movie. See page 11 for details.               
2 p.m., Auditorium.

26th - Museum Garage Sale.  Take home a selection from this 
unique group of display items used in past exhibits.  10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

26th- Smithsonian Magazine’s Museum day 2009.  Guests who 
present their Smithsonian membership cards will receive free 
admission to the South Carolina State Museum today only.  

27th - Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

26th & 27th  - Museum and a Movie. See page 11 for details.           
2 p.m., Auditorium.  

   * No movies shown Aug. 13 & 14.
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Dates are subject to change. Call ahead to verify programs at (803) 898-4921 or visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org

Fun and learning for everyone can be found at the State Museum through activities such as Museum Road Show and the Southeastern 
Toy Soldier Show.

Powers of Nature 
MeMber Day!

Aug. 8, 2009
All State Museum members 

enjoy fREE admission 
to the blockbuster exhibit 

Powers of Nature!
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Notes From Our Director William Calloway 

As I look back on this past fiscal year which ended June 30, I am struck not by the challenges we 
faced but instead how the staff of your State Museum managed those challenges. We enjoyed a 
remarkable year in light of even more financial cuts and operational uncertainties. Even in light of 
record unemployment and a dismal economy, our attendance increased by 23,000, or 17 percent. 
The combination of our 20th anniversary year followed by two strong blockbuster exhibits – 
Leonardo DaVinci: Machines in Motion and Powers of Nature - attracted many visitors who once 
again, or maybe for the first time, discovered the wonder and excitement to be found at the South 
Carolina State Museum. 

When people think of the museum, I believe that most of us think of the exhibits and programs 
that we experience when we visit. While our content, which includes our collection, our exhibits, 
and our programs, drives the mission of the museum, as conscientious managers of the facility 
we also must devote substantial time and energy to overseeing the “business” of the museum. 
This has never been truer than in this past year when we lost more than 40 percent of our state 
funding. The business of the museum can be categorized into three basic components – 

 1. Marketing     2. Revenue Generation  3. Expense Controls

The “Business” of the Museum

MARKETING
Our efforts in marketing are led by longtime Director Tut 

Underwood and supported by Assistant Karen Magradey and 
Webmaster Katie McLean. The museum uses and cultivates 
many partners to help us maximize our attendance and deliver 
the museum‘s message to as many people as possible. We are 
fortunate to receive grants from local governments to help with 
our marketing efforts. Media such as television, newspaper, 
radio and billboard companies also contribute greatly. 

Most people think of marketing just as paid advertising but 
it actually encompasses much more than buying ads. Besides 
advertising, we also utilize public relations, sales, sponsorships, 
promotions, direct mail, Web design and internet marketing to 
deliver the news of the State Museum. If you want to keep up 
with the museum on a closer basis I invite you to join the many 
people who receive our e-newsletter every month. Sign up at 
southcarolinastatemuseum.org/enews/default.aspx to get all 
the latest news on the museum.

REVENUE GENERATION
Director of Revenue Scottie Ash Nicholson and Director of 

Education and Programs Meika Samuel are responsible for 
generating the majority of our income. Our revenue streams 
include the nationally-recognized museum store, the Cotton Mill 
Exchange, plus admission and blockbuster tickets, our facility 
rental program, program and event fees, food service royalties, 
birthday parties, traveling exhibits, overnight camp-ins, summer 
camps and outreach programs.

The store generates a major portion of our income and does a 
lot of sales from a loyal local market of shoppers who have come 
to recognize the quality, value and uniqueness of our store 
merchandise. Wendy Webster assists Scottie in the store. You can 
shop anytime online at www.cottonmillexchange.com. Linda 
Byrum manages our facility rental program. We have doubled 
our rental revenues over the past seven years and we cater to 
everything from meetings to weddings to reunions. 

Celeste Wszola is our program manager and does a great job 
of organizing and presenting our programs and events. For 
example, in early July we hosted our summer Museum Road 
Show and in August we’ll present our annual Southeastern 
Toy Soldier Show. These events not only create interest in the 
museum but also help to generate much needed revenue that 
supports other museum activities.

EXPENSE CONTROLS
Just like all business in today’s economic environment, we 

must diligently watch our expenses. I am proud to report that 
your museum staff members are very good stewards of the 
limited dollars we do have to spend on museum operations. 
Every director does a fine job of managing his, or her, budget to 
hit our targeted goals.

One of the toughest decisions we faced this past year was 
implementing nine days of furloughs for our full time staff. 
I am so proud of how the museum and foundation staff so 
professionally handled a tough situation. It is in these difficult 
times where I once again am reminded of the dedication, loyalty 
and skill of the museum team.

As we begin our planning in earnest for the next year, we once again are faced with uncertain economic times. While the 
focus of the museum remains our collections, exhibits and programs, one can see how we must also utilize our business 

skills as well in order to have the financial means to deliver the excellent product that the State Museum has become 
known for across the Southeast.

Thank you for your continued support of the South Carolina State Museum.
Please include us in your summer travel plans!
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Museum News

Joe Leake Holcombe, lifetime resident 
of Clinton and avid researcher and 
collector of South Carolina pottery, passed 
away March 30. 

“Joe was an inspiration to all who knew 
him, and an  encyclopedia of information 
about decorative arts from South Carolina, 
especially pottery,” said Paul Matheny, the 
State’s Museum’s art curator. Matheny 
worked with Holcombe on a number of 
exhibits, including Tangible History: South 
Carolina Stoneware from the Holcombe 
Family Collection, which currently can be 
seen on the museum’s fourth floor. A 1971 graduate of Clinton 
High School, Holcombe served as a page in Senator Strom 
Thurmond’s office and later received his degree in political 
science from Presbyterian College. 

Holcombe was a published author, lecturer and South 
Carolina’s foremost authority on early South Carolina pottery. In 

1968 he began a life-long journey with 
his family to preserve South Carolina 
tangible history.

Holcombe assisted in archeological 
excavations in Charleston, Columbia 
and early pottery sites both in the 
Edgefield District and in upper portions 
of the state. He collaborated with 
the State Museum to create exhibits 
including Home Blown, a tribute to 
the historic Laurens Glass Works and 
Jugware: Johnson Family Stoneware 
from Laurens County.

Most recently Holcombe worked on the Tangible History exhibit 
that opened at the State Museum in June. He was responsible 
for having the major portion of the Holcombe Family Collection 
housed at the State Museum.   He will be greatly missed by the 
entire South Carolina community.

The Arts Lose Two More Good friends

Photo courtesy of the Greenville News

Photo courtesy of Jeremy Wilson

Renowned blacksmith Philip Simmons, 
whose skill with a hammer and anvil made him 
a national treasure widely recognized for his 
wrought iron work, died June 22 at age 97.  His 
beautiful decorative gates and other work grace 
much of the Lowcountry, and his pieces also are 
included in the collections of the Smithsonian 
Institution and, of course, the State Museum.  The 
Philip Simmons Gate is considered by some to be 
his masterpiece.

“The staff of the South Carolina State Museum 
is greatly saddened by the passing of our friend 
Philip Simmons,” said Executive Director Willie 
Calloway.  “Mr. Simmons was a great artist, called the ‘dean of 
Charleston blacksmiths,’ and was the creator of the museum’s 
famous Philip Simmons Gate.  

“He made the gate with love especially for 
the people of South Carolina, and it contains 
several Southern and state symbols, such 
as magnolia leaves, Lowcountry egrets and 
its crown, the regal palmetto tree.  It is not 
only one of the most beautiful works ever 
fashioned by Mr. Simmons’s skilled hands, it 
is one of the icons of the State Museum.

“Aside from his artistic gifts, Mr. Simmons 
was a great gentleman and an inspiration to 
all who knew him.  Our sympathy goes out 
to his loved ones along with our gratitude 
for the opportunity both to have known 

and worked with him, and to exhibit on a permanent basis one 
of his greatest creations.”

Columbia realtor Jeremy Wilson has been appointed to the State Museum 
Commission by Governor Mark Sanford.  

A University of South Carolina graduate, Wilson founded Wilson-Kibler, Inc. in 
1987 after a successful 20-year career in commercial real estate.  

Since 1999 he has been chairman of the board of Grubb & Ellis/Wilson-Kibler.  He 
specializes in office and warehouse space and is licensed in South Carolina, North 
Carolina and Georgia. 

Wilson will represent Congressional District 6 on the Commission, and he 
replaces Dr. Hunter Stokes of Florence, whose service began on the Foundation 
board of directors.

Wilson also is a former member and chairman of the Foundation board.
“We thank Dr. Stokes for his diligent service, both on the Commission and, 

previously, on the Foundation board,” said State Museum Executive Director Willie 
Calloway.  “And we welcome Mr. Wilson to the Commission.  We look forward to his 
service and direction in the exciting years ahead.” 

Museum Commission Gets New Member
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Join as a volunteer and be a part of all we have to offer as “South Carolina Under one Roof!”
Call Jennifer at 898-4912 for more information. Applications are also available at: southcarolinastatemuseum.org/volunteer

Museum News

News From Volunteer Manager Jennifer Lee

The day dawned bright and bonny April 4 as tartan-
clad guests made their way through the doors of the State 
Museum to celebrate Tartan Fest 2009.  In addition to many 
staff members and volunteers, these guests were greeted by 
students from Benedict College giving generously of both 
their time and energy.  As a graduate requirement, students 
must perform 120 service-learning hours.  

What is service-learning, you may ask – and how is it different 
from community service?  Excellent question!  

David Ray, national program director for the United Negro 
College Fund, explains, “Historically black colleges and 
universities (HBCUs) have advanced changes in connecting 
community service with service-learning, integrating service-
learning into the academic curriculum, engendering a 
service-learning climate on campus, and cultivating authentic 
partnerships within the community. These efforts have contributed to the evolution of the service-
learning movement in America.”  

As a bonus, students can participate in PLUS (Preparation for Leadership and Unity through Service) 
Day – and 17 Benedict students joined with the Museum to celebrate Scottish heritage!  They assisted 
with setup before the event; escorted entertainers; and jauntily participated in the Tartan Parade.  

This partnership has been a boon to the SCSM Volunteer Program.  If you know of any other schools or 
organizations who might like to volunteer at the Museum, please call Jennifer at 803.898.4912. 

And, thanks so much, Benedict!

While always an afternoon well-spent, the April Brown Bag 
Luncheon held a surprise for one very special volunteer!  As Jack 
Meyer shared his knowledge of conservation techniques and the 
various pieces on which he had worked for the State Museum, 
little did he know his long-time friend and Director of the S. C. 
Dept. of Archives and History, Rodger Stroup, was waiting just 
outside the Vista Room door.  

At the end of Jack’s presentation, Chief Curator of History Fritz 
Hamer came forward to announce that he had a visitor.  Rodger, 
representing Gov. Mark Sanford, emerged from the shadows 
bearing the coveted Order of the Palmetto, the state’s highest 
civilian honor.  

Jack proclaimed himself speechless at the presentation 
celebrating his long-time support of the museum.  The awarding 
was witnessed by family and friends who had surreptitiously 
placed themselves at the rear of the room.

His service has included helping co-found the Friends of 
the State Museum as well as his continuous gifts of time and 
knowledge as a conservator.  As the Order of the Palmetto is given 
to those who have had a statewide impact, it also honored his 
assistance to the Fairfield County Museum, the S.C. Confederate 
Relic Room and Military Museum and the Charleston Museum. 

Benedict in Tartan

order of the Palmetto Awarded to Volunteer Conservator

Rodger Stroup, director of the S. C. Dept. of Archives and History, 
presents the Order of the Palmetto to State Museum volunteer 
Jack Meyer.

Congratulations, Jack!  
And thanks for your service! 

After partaking in the 
merriment (and service-
learning) at Tartan Fest, 
students from Benedict 

College pose outside the 
State Museum before heading 

back to campus.
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Casting fossils, mapping the moon and experiencing the life of a Civil War 
soldier were just a few of the educational activities your State Museum took on 
the road as part of our new outreach program, Museum 2 U. 

Museum staff and outreach docents brought a popular portable fossil dig to 
the Spartanburg Spring Fling and to the 4th Annual Florence Kids Jamboree 
where hundreds of kids found and identified fossils.  Families learned about the 
water cycle at Saluda Shoals’ annual Spider Lilly Festival and scouts identified 
bones and fossils as part of the Department of Natural Resources’ Hunting and 
Fishing Day.

In the schools, outreach docent Ouida Ott taught students how early Native 
Americans made projectile points, decorated pottery and hunted for game.  
Using period clothing and household goods, Bob Johansson and Jan Shackelford 
helped students understand life in Colonial South Carolina and how to outfit a 
soldier for the Civil War.

“Outreach programs are excellent resources for teachers. Programs can be 
customized to meet teachers’ needs,” said Outreach Manager Jeff Powley.  This 
spring, third and fourth grade teachers at the Chester Park School of Literacy 
and Technology asked for a standards-based review of life during the Civil 
War. The museum was able to provide primary source documents consisting 
of letters written between Thomas Nance, a soldier, and Mary Ann Nance, his 
wife, for the students to study.  Thomas Nance owned a farm near Chester and 
spent the first part of the war on Sullivan’s Island.  “The students were amazed at 
Nance’s descriptions of the island, insects and the tide as well as his promise to 
bring back sea shells to give to his children as toys.” 

The museum’s Moon Mapping outreach activity serves scouts and other 
groups interested in geology. Participants handle mineral samples and learn 
how scientists study different areas of the moon.  

Outreach plans for next year include science theater programs taught via 
video conference and a custom designed hands-on family program for residents 
of Allendale County.  

Students learn about life in Colonial South 
Carolina and how to outfit a soldier for the 
Civil War.

 Hunting and Fishing Day fossil dig at Scout Day 
Camp, Mecklenburg.

Moriah McKay at Spartanburg Spring Fling.

on the Road Again!

for more information about Museum 2 U, 
please check our Web site at 

southcarolinastatemuseum.org or 
call Jeff Powley at 737-4159.

Ouida Ott traveling to South Carolina schools 
and teaching about Native Americans.
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Foundation News

803.898.4937

2009-10 Board of Directors
Roger Blau, Ph.D., Board Chair  

Roger Whaley, Board Chair-Elect & 
Trusteeship Committee Chair 

Dr. Scott Strohecker, Treasurer & 
Investments Committee Chair

Ann Holtschlag, Secretary

David Hodges, Past Board Chair

Charlotte Berry, Capital Campaign 
Committee Chair

Willie Calloway, Ex-Officio

Gray Culbreath, Ex-Officio

Pam Bynoe-Reed

Billy Cave

Marsha Dargan

Sue Erwin Harper

Jim Hazel

Polly Howser

Valinda Littlefield, Ph.D.

John McCabe

George McIntosh

Ned Nicholson

Dot Poston

Katie Rama

Jim Ramsey

Alex Shuford

Linda Sinclair

Dan Sisson

Joey Ward
 

Capital Campaign 
Honorary Co-Chairs

Charles F. Bolden Jr., Major General, USMC, 
NASA Astronaut (retired)

Philip Lader, Former U.S. Ambassador to 
the Court of St. James’s

Dr. Charles H. Townes, Nobel Laureate in Physics
Mrs. Mary Wood Beasley, 

Former First Lady of South Carolina

foundation Staff
Adrienne Huffman

Executive Director

Ashley Bryant 
Capital Campaign Coordinator

Jennifer Thrailkill
Membership Manager

Laurie Belger
Foundation Bookkeeper

I have great news to report regarding our 
fundraising for Windows to New Worlds, 
our capital campaign project which, in late 
2011, will expand the museum to add an 
observatory, planetarium and 4-D theater 
to the museum!   In June, Richland County 
Council appropriated $1 million toward 
the capital project (over four years), the 
City of Columbia appropriated $1 million 
(over five years), and Lexington County 
Council appropriated $500,000 (over five 
years).  It is critical that these entities offered 
this outstanding support as we now have 
received significant funding from the State of 
South Carolina, from the federal government 

through our NASA grant, and from local governments, all of whom will benefit 
greatly from the renovated and expanded State Museum.  

If you know any member of Richland County, Lexington County or City 
of Columbia councils, please express to him or her your appreciation for this 
support.  This leaves only about $1.5 million left for the Museum Foundation’s 
Capital Campaign Committee to raise and, thanks to the understanding and 
support of Senate Finance Committee Chairman Hugh Leatherman (Florence), 
we have until September to secure written commitments for this remaining 
amount.  Thanks so much, Senator Leatherman, for recognizing our tremendous 
progress in an extremely challenging economic environment!

On another note, the Foundation board at its June meeting bid farewell to 
long-serving board member Gail Anastasion and to board member Charles 
Cannon.  Gail joined the board in 2003, served as co-chair with Dr. Bill Cain in 
FY2005-06, served as chair in FY06-07 and FY07-08, and served as Immediate 
Past Chair in FY08-09.  

During her tenure, Gail was involved with almost every standing committee, 
including serving on the Executive Committee, Trusteeship Committee, Capital 
Campaign Committee, Development Committee, and Social Committee. As 
board chair, she established a “Museum Projects” committee to raise funds for 
specific exhibits and events, and led the board and Foundation staff through 
a vital period of reorganization and rebuilding. Gail devoted extraordinary 
time, energy and enthusiasm as this board has grown.  We are thrilled she 
will continue to be active on the Foundation’s Capital Campaign Committee.  
Charles, who serves as executive director of the S.C. House Republican Caucus, 
has been instrumental in our work with the State Legislature.  Thanks to both 
Gail and Charles for service.

Finally, we welcome Pam Bynoe-Reed who was elected to the board and 
whose term began July 1.  Pam has been marketing and promotions strategist 
with SCANA since 2006.  Previously, she was manager of Marketing and Planning 
– Division of Geriatric Services with Palmetto Health for more than 10 years.  
She earned her Bachelor of Arts in Journalism, majoring in Advertising/Public 
Relations, from the University of South Carolina.  We are excited Pam is now part 
of the State Museum and State Museum Foundation family!

News from S.C. State Museum foundation 
Executive Director Adrienne Huffman

Local Governments
   Support our Vision



We would like to recognize the people 
and institutions who during the past few 
months have generously donated objects 
to our collection.  Their interest, support 
and generosity have greatly assisted us in 
our efforts to continue to build the State 
Museum for South Carolina.

Foundation News
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Exclusive Interview with Bubba!

Ray Ogilvie
Coley Brown
I. E. Dixon
Mrs. Jean Rhyme
S.C. State Parks/PRT
J. J. Casey
Clay Rice
Catherine Luplow
Dale Olden
Dr. Kenneth E. Peters

Donna Roper
Sen. Kay Patterson
Santerrio Johnson
Tonia J. Alston
Rebecca Edington
Kenneth Churchill
Dr. Ann Kelly
Helen B. Moore
Christopher Gant Jr.
Oliver and Jean Williamson

Janet Jones
S.C. Department of 
 Archives and History
Kershaw Co. Clean  
 Community Commission
Jack Meyer, Ph.D.
Emily Perkins
S.C. Department of Revenue
Terry Eargle
Joseph Wargovich
Rhea Preston

Artifact Donors

Museum staff and Bubba enjoy reenacting by the Best Friend Train, deep philosophical discussions and even a little gossip.

Name: Bubba

Age:  I stopped counting a long time ago.

Occupation:  Ghost

Bio: Haunting the South Carolina State Museum for more than 
20 years.  Occasionally headless.

Q:  How did you become so tech savvy?
A:  I have a lot of free time on my invisible hands.  I’ve followed 

about a gazillion school tours and, you know, I’ve picked up 
a lot from the kids. 

Q:  Why did you want to Twitter for the museum?
A:  Since I am here all the time I thought I should offer my assistance 

to the museum.  Plus, times are tough and I work for free.  And 
talk about low health insurance!  Can you imagine a doctor’s 
visit?  Occupation:  Ghost.  Chief complaint:  I have no life. 

Q:  You tweet a lot about the pranks you like to play on museum 
staff and guests.  Have you always been this mischievous? 
A:  Well, like I said, I have a lot of free time and I have to keep 
myself entertained somehow.  I feel like it is up to me to keep 
the staff on its toes.

Q:  What is your favorite place to haunt in the museum?
A:  Sometimes I like to float into the T-rex’s belly and pretend I’ve 

been eaten by a dinosaur.  Is that weird?

Q:  You seem to lose your head quite often.  What’s that about?
A:  It falls off occasionally.  I mean I’ve only really lost it a few times.  

Usually I just pick it up and screw it right back on.

The State Museum joined Twitter in April with the help of its resident (and tech savvy) ghost, Bubba.   He took time out of his busy 
schedule of floating, lurking, and moaning to sit down for a short interview with museum staff.  

If you would like to know more about Bubba and keep up with his ghostly activities in the museum 
check out his Twitter at www.twitter.com/scsmbubbaghost.
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Many Thanks To our
Community Partners!

Community Partner Benefactors
$5000 Annually

AT&T

Baker & Baker Real Estate Developers, LLC

J.E. Wilson Advisors, LLC

SCANA Corporation

Stroman Beauty Supply

The South Financial Group

Community Partner Sponsors
$3500 Annually

Colonial Life

Eastman Chemical Company

Elliott Davis

JM Smith Foundation

Sonoco

Westinghouse 

Community Partners
$1000 Annually

AlliedBarton Security Services

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of S.C.

Collins and Lacy, P.C.

Columbia Eye Clinic

Consolidated Systems, Inc.

DP Professionals, Inc.

First Community Banks

Flextronics

Grubb and Ellis/Wilson Kibler

International Paper

McNair Law Firm, P.A.

Merrill Lynch & Company

Milliken Foundation

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP 

Palmer Memorial Chapel

Roche Carolina Inc. 

Linda & Bill Stern/Stern & Stern & Assoc.

Wilbur Smith Associates, Inc. 

S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e  M u s e u m

Community Partnerships help support stimulating exhibits and programs that 
enrich the lives of our visitors. 

& Memorials 
 Tributes

In Memory of
Col. Waldo Walker Brooks Jr.

Docent Sharing Interpreters
Carey & Jan Shackelford

James Sams

In Honor of 
Mary frances Harris

James Harris
Anne Sinclair and Julian Ruffin

Patricia Sinclair
Sutton Sinclair

Tim Sinclair

In Memory of 
Joe Holcombe

Charlie and Frankie Jamerson
Paul & Jean Jeter

Steven and Jane Guerreri
Geoff and Leslie Stephens

Virginia Vance
Douglas and Cheryl Whitley

In Memory of
Lt. Col. Charles J. Powley

Docent Sharing Interpreters
Carey & Jan Shackleford

James Sams
Anonymous

If you would like to honor a friend or family 
member through a donation to the 

South Carolina State Museum Foundation, 
please call 803.898.4938.

Thank You 
to Louise Hickman for her gift to the Trustee’s Council!



Museum Hours: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sundays 1 - 5 p.m. 
Closed Mondays between Labor Day and Memorial Day, Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

301 Gervais Street, Loading Zone D
Columbia, S.C. 29201

southcarolinastatemuseum.org • 803.898.4921
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