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Exhibit Reveals What most Don’t Know  About the American Red Cross

Everybody knows what a vital organization the American Red Cross is. Its logo is the third 
most-recognized symbol in the world, behind Coca-Cola and McDonald’s.

The State Museum’s national-premiere exhibit Our National Treasure: The American Red Cross 
tells – and shows – what many don’t know about this life-saving group.

“When people think of the Red Cross, they think of blood drives, which is, of course, a big part 
of what it does,” said Director of Exhibits Mike Fey.  “Or they may think of disaster relief, another 
very visible and important function.

“But most folks don’t know that the Red Cross performs many other important tasks in local 
communities, such as providing relief and safety kits for military personnel, giving swimming 
and CPR lessons and more,” he said.  “The Red Cross also teaches lifesaving and water safety 
lessons.”

Internationally, the American Red Cross works with other Red Cross and Red Crescent societies 
on projects related to health, nutrition, water and sanitation, and disaster preparedness 
throughout the world.
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Exhibit Reveals What most Don’t Know  About the American Red Cross

The exhibit contains artifacts from Clara Barton and the early days of the 
Red Cross, as well as a section about aid to prisoners of war which includes 
artifacts such as aid packages and letters from POWs. 

Another section presents the story of the Junior Red Cross – which 
numbered 11 million just after World War I – as well as personal and inspiring 
oral histories provided by video interviews.

An interactive quiz, “Do I Know What to Do?,” tests the visitor’s knowledge of 
basic first aid, water safety, CPR and other lifesaving topics.

Among other features, guests will walk through the re-created remains of 
a burned living room. Blackened walls, burnt furniture and melted personal 
items will underscore the feeling of losing everything in a house fire, the most 
common disaster responded to by the Red Cross.

Former schoolteacher Clara Barton, who had become famous for caring for 
the wounded during the American Civil War, visited Europe after the war and 
learned about the Red Cross movement, founded in Switzerland in 1863. She 
worked in relief efforts during the Franco-Prussian War and, after returning 
to the United States, founded the American Association of the Red Cross in 
1881.

“Clara Barton soon expanded relief beyond the battlefield to include helping 
victims of natural disasters,” Fey said. “She even organized relief efforts to aid 
victims of a hurricane that hit South Carolina’s sea islands in 1893.

“We hope that seeing this exhibit will give people a better understanding of 
the structure, and especially the services, of today’s Red Cross,” said Fey. 

Our National Treasure: The American Red Cross continues on the museum’s 
fourth floor through June 28.

Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross

All Photos courtesy of the American Red Cross
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Samples of one of the largest and most important private collections of South Carolina stoneware in the United States will 
be seen June 5 when the State Museum opens a prestigious exhibit of pottery, Tangible History: South Carolina Stoneware from 
the Holcombe Family Collection.

 “The name Dr. Fred Holcombe has been recognizable to South Carolina pottery and decorative arts collectors for 
decades,” said Curator of Art Paul Matheny.   “The family started collecting in the 1960s, but had limited showing its collection 
until the Difference in Dirt exhibit a few years ago, when we exhibited specific examples of the Holcombe pottery to fill gaps 
in the exhibit.  This was the first time the family had shown pottery in any exhibition.  We worked with the Holcombe family, 
particularly Joe Holcombe, for the exhibition Jugware: Johnson Family Pottery from Laurens, SC, which was composed primarily 
from the Holcombes’ collection, and since then we’ve been interested in presenting a larger exhibit focusing on the range and 
magnitude of the family’s significant collection.”

The exhibit will focus on highlights from the Holcombe family stoneware collection, ranging from exquisite pottery from the 
old Edgefield district by makers such as Thomas Chandler to the Collin Rhodes factory and the highly-recognized slave potter 
Dave.  It also will include significant pottery from the Upstate, including the Owensby, Whelchel and Williams pottery shops, 
among others.

Stoneware is fire-hardened clay, so called because it becomes almost as hard as stone after being heated to about 2,000 
degrees.  It is highly collectible, especially Edgefield pottery, known for its unique glaze, a tradition which spread across the 
South in the 19th century.  A few artists in South Carolina still produce this traditional art. 

The exhibit will include approximately 50 examples from the Holcombes’ collection, plus several pieces from the Museum’s 
collection.  

“The Upstate potteries were usually seasonal.  Potters were farmers most of the time, but when the harvest was over, they 
made pottery in the off season. These factories were family run, cottage industries. Edgefield factories were quite different, 
which had a large number of slaves making pots year round in the 19th and 20th centuries,” said Matheny. But they are all 
connected by South Carolina clay.

Artifacts to be seen include churns, storage jars and jugs, pitchers and other 
utilitarian pottery that has become iconographic for traditional arts in 
South Carolina.  One such piece is a huge, 1850s water cooler 
with a hole for a spout at the bottom.  “The fact that it’s a 
thick-walled clay vessel keeps water cool,” said Matheny.  “The 
craftsmanship, skill and decoration used to create this piece 
make this utilitarian object a work of art.”

Also included in the exhibit will be a full pottery shop, 
including a potter’s wheel, built into the gallery.  This will 
allow the museum to bring in potters from time to time to 
demonstrate the potter’s art.

“I want people to recognize this traditional art form that 
was common in South Carolina and which spread throughout 
the Southeast,” added the curator.  South Carolina  was the 
first state to develop alkaline glaze stoneware, though it 
originated in Asia.   

The museum also is planning public field trips this winter to 
visit sales at pottery shops, galleries and kilns across the state. 

Tangible History: South Carolina Stoneware from the Holcombe 
Family Collection can be seen in the fourth-floor Recent 
Acquisitions Gallery.

Important Pottery Exhibit Opens June 5
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The giant white shark floating above the second floor of the 
museum is also a time capsule.  Natural History Curator Jim 
Knight helped install the shark when it first arrived at the 
Museum.  Before the tail was attached he glanced inside 
the shark and noticed a small package in the aluminum 
tube which runs the length of the 43-foot sculpture.  Inside 
the package was a picture of a Cessna airplane and several 
business cards.  Knight assumed the airplane picture was 
from the shark’s creator Stavros Chrysostomides, a former 
member of the Air Force, while the business cards seemed 
to be from other people involved in the shark’s construction.  
Knight added his business card to the package and placed it 
back in the shark for future generations to discover. 

Did You Know?
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Exhibitions

New Blockbuster Exhibit Continues to Impress With 
Powers of Nature

Lightning, volcanoes, earthquakes and blizzards are pretty 
impressive phenomena, to say the least.  

Likewise, the State Museum’s new blockbuster exhibit Powers of 
Nature has impressed thousands of guests so far with its plethora of 
hands-on activities that explain how thunder, lightning, hurricanes 
and the rest happen, what they’re capable of doing, and how 
people can predict their occurrence and thus prepare for them and 
protect themselves when Mother Nature gets rough.

“People are very responsive to information on weather and 
natural phenomena,” said Director of Science and Outreach Tom 
Falvey. “I think it’s a fascination with the power of something like 
lightning or wind and water, and the realization that it is beyond 
human control, so it demands respect.

“This exhibit is a fabulous teaching tool, and is a fascinating 
display that the public has really been drawn to and involved 
with.”

The exhibit includes hands-on features such as a wave tank 
which demonstrates how air and molten rock are layered similarly 

to layers of water and oil; a spinning globe illustrating how the 
turning of the Earth causes winds which can become tornadoes 
and hurricanes; and interactive weather maps and computers to 
forecast the weather.

Another display explains why the United States has the world’s 
wildest weather.

“From showing hailstones the size of softballs to videos showing 
the force of blizzards, hurricanes, earthquakes and more, anyone 
seeing this exhibit will leave with a greater respect for the might of 
Mother Nature, and will be more informed to deal with the caprices 
of weather phenomena,” said Falvey.

Media sponsors for Powers of Nature include WIS-TV, Lamar 
Advertising, The State, WCOS-FM, WNOK-FM and STEVE-FM.

Admission to the exhibit is $3 plus regular museum admission 
for guests ages three and up.

The exhibit can be seen through Sept. 7 in the museum’s 
Blockbuster Gallery. More information can be found on the 
museum’s Web site, southcarolinastatemuseum.org.
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Recent Acquisition

Shining in the British crown jewels, tucked into the folds of the 
pharaohs’ mummies, gleaming in the rings of Catholic bishops, the 
violet shimmer of the amethyst has been treasured throughout 
history. It became part of South Carolina’s 
history in 1969 when it was named the 
state gemstone and this winter it became 
part of the State Museum’s history, too.

In February the museum added a 
stunning, 115-pound cluster of amethyst 
crystals to its collection. “It is one of the 
prettiest amethyst crystals I have ever 
seen,” says Curator of Natural History Jim 
Knight. “When I saw it, I knew we had to 
have it for the museum.”

Discovered at Diamond Hill Mines 
in Antreville, S.C., the longest crystal in the cluster is doubly 
terminated, meaning it is faceted on each end, and measures an 
impressive 14 inches.

A translucent lilac, purple or mauve quartz crystal, amethysts are 
found all over the world with good quality stones found in South 
Carolina and several other states. An amethyst from Due West, 
S.C. is currently on display at the American Museum of Natural 

History in Washington, D.C. The word amethyst comes from the 
Greek word amethystos, meaning “not intoxicated.”  According to 
legend, Bacchus, the god of wine, became angry at mortals and 

declared the next one he met would 
be torn to pieces by wild tigers. 
As luck would have it, a beautiful 
young girl, Amethyst, was on her 
way to worship the goddess Diana 
when she ran into the angry god. 
To protect her from the tigers, Diana 
changed the young woman into a 
statue of clear quartz. Repenting of 
his anger, Bacchus poured wine over 
the statue, staining it purple and 
creating the lovely amethyst quartz 

crystal. The ancient Greeks believed that wearing an amethyst 
or drinking from an amethyst cup would offer protection from 
drunkenness.

Science has now discarded the Bacchus myth and proved that 
the complicated interplay of aluminum and iron causes the violet 
hue of the amethyst. “But,” says Knight, “visitors to the museum 
may still find this new addition an intoxicating sight.”

Jewel Finds a New setting at the state museum

“When I saw it, 
I knew we had to 

have it for 
the Museum.”

A quarter placed beside it gives scale to this 115-pound amethyst cluster.
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In 1998 the State Museum undertook a major conservation and preservation 
project to relocate a miniature concrete city from Orangeburg to the State Museum in 
Columbia. This folk art environment was constructed by L. C. Carson from Orangeburg, 
a project that he began building in the early 1970s. 

Carson constructed a total of 33 buildings for his miniature city, including the 
Parthenon, Our Lady of Lourdes Cathedral, St. Peter’s Basilica, the cathedral of Notre 
Dame, and possibly most importantly, the Roman Colosseum. In the stifling heat 
and humidity of summer in 1998, volunteers helped relocate this cultural treasure to 
Columbia to begin its preservation. 

As a building contractor, Carson built more than 500 homes and businesses during 
his career. Only after he retired did he begin to pursue his own personal interest, and 
began creating art, using skills he learned through the construction trade. He also 
traveled around the world to visit famous places he had only read about before. 

Carson first came to the public’s attention in the 1981 exhibition curated by Tom  
Stanley titled Worth Keeping: Found Artists of the Carolinas. 

I first heard about Carson much later, in a lecture by Stanley. My family had had a 
farm in Bamberg (near Orangeburg) where my grandparents lived, and I knew there 
were plenty of barbecue shacks, cotton and soybean fields in this rural area. However, 
when Stanley started talking about something this incredible, this unique in a place 
that I had visited many times, I had a hard time believing him, so I had to try to find 
Carson on my next trip down. 

state of the Art-Conservation
      Paul matheny, Chief Curator of Art
“I’d love to see that city in Italy, I believe they call it ‘Pompeii,’ that was buried underneath a volcano. And 

the last 15, 20, 30 years, they began to excavate and find people, dogs and everything. And just imagine, that 
entire city was totally covered until the people that came after that couldn’t even recognize it had been there.”

         - L.C. Carson

Photo by David Halsey
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state of the Art-Conservation
      Paul matheny, Chief Curator of Art

He was listed in the phone book, and when I called he invited 
me over to see his ”Concrete City.” This was a pivotal experience for 
me, to realize that there were incredibly important artists hidden 
throughout a state that was virtually unexplored in many ways.

 In the early 1990s the State Museum and Tom Stanley began to 
explore the possibility of revisiting the Worth Keeping project. 

 In the course of this consideration, the idea of potentially 
moving Concrete City to the State Museum surfaced, and a test 
was conducted with one of the buildings in 1996, just to see if it 
was possible. The move was a success, and in 1998 members from 
the State Museum staff, along with numerous volunteers from 
both the University of South Carolina and Winthrop University, 
pitched in and helped Tony Rajer, conservator from the University 
of Wisconsin, Madison. 

 In the end, 32 of the 33 buildings were relocated, preliminarily 
cleaned and fumigated. This was just the beginning of an extensive, 
ongoing conservation project. 

 About 18 of the buildings were originally cleaned and stabilized 
through the support of an annual fund drive from the South 
Carolina Museum Foundation. A few of the others will remain 
in original condition as they were before they were moved, and 
several others have been waiting for their turn to be conserved. 

 The centerpiece of the Concrete City was Carson’s “Roman 
Colosseum.” Unfortunately, this was also the sculpture that 
probably sustained the most damage during the relocation. 

 This past February the State Museum invited Tony Rajer back to 
the museum to help preserve and reconstruct this important work 
of art. A conservation lab was set up in the museum lobby, providing 

him direct interaction with museum guests, school groups and the 
general public who came by during the day. When the plastic was 
finally removed from the top section, we saw that there was far 
more damage to the structure than we initially realized. 

 For Tony, it must have been like working a giant, three-
dimensional jigsaw puzzle to rebuild the “ancient” Colosseum. 
With volunteers from Winthrop, USC, a local conservation lab, and 
museum volunteers who gave up their tours for the month of 
February -  totaling 288 hours of volunteer help -  the conservation 
was completed and the Colosseum was rebuilt and will be 
preserved for future generations to enjoy. Tony Rajer truly worked 
a miracle with this important sculpture. 

 As Tony likes to say when he refers to the original move of the 
city, “Rome was not built in a day, but it was moved in a week.”   Now 
we can say the Colosseum was resurrected from ruins in a month!  

 One of the next pieces identified for conservation is the large 
scale “Hanging Gardens of Babylon” sculpture. (This piece originally 
incorporated plants, including mondo grass and loriope, so in 
addition to its conservation, we will also have to include some 
landscape design in the final display of this piece.)

 We would like to thank all of the volunteers who helped with this 
huge project, and especially Tony Rajer for all of his help, support, 
community outreach and conservation efforts with this ongoing 
project. We are looking for an opportunity to exhibit this wonderful 
piece in the museum in the near future. 

Stay tuned!

Photo by Paul Matheny

Photo by Dan Smith

Photo by Dan Smith
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“But give me the land of the heather and the kilt, the 

mountain and the river, For the blood leaps in my veins 

when I hear the bagpipe’s strains Scotland, 

dear old Scotland forever!”
      -Robert Burns

Tartan Fest 2009, April 4
The pipes will be skirling and the clans gathering as the State Museum holds Tartan 

Fest, its annual celebration of all things Scottish on Saturday, April 4. Scottish heritage is 
highlighted throughout the day with programs on Scottish whiskey, bagpipes, falconry, 
heavy athletics and Scotland’s beloved poet Robert Burns. The lure of the tartan is explored 
with a Scottish fashion show, and guests will enjoy the always popular Scottish music and 
Highland and country dancing. 

Festivities will begin at 11 a.m. with special opening ceremonies including a parade of 
tartans and clan banners and the national anthems of Scotland, the United Kingdom and 
the United States.

Bringing the house down throughout the day will be the Celtic rockers Rathkeltair, one 
of the most exciting bands touring the Celtic festivals today. Piper Neil Anderson and 
drummer Nick Watson, two original members of the ground-breaking Celtic group Seven 
Nations, are joined by guitarist Trevor Tanner in this compelling musical sound that has 
been described as “Celtic Rock Jam Fusion.” Anderson will also give a program on the history 
of the bagpipes. 

Columbia’s own Palmetto Pipes and Drums also will perform stirring marches and Scottish 
anthems. Dancing will take center stage with performances by award-winning Highland 
dancer Victoria Taggart Anderson and the Palmetto Scottish Country Dancers. 

During the day, wee laddies and lassies can make Celtic crafts in the Discovery Center 
and participate in the museum’s Scottish scavenger hunt to learn how the Scots impacted 
South Carolina. 

Kilts, tartan plaids, sporrans, Glengarry hats, trews and Sgian Dubhs will be on display at 
the Celtic fashion show. Guests can interact with different Scottish clan societies, which will 
display information about Scottish heritage and showcase tartans, the various patterned 
plaid textiles that distinguish certain families, or clans. 

For those interested in a Scottish souvenir, vendors on the mezzanine will sell their wares, 
from classic kilts to Celtic jewelry and other unique items. 

For information, e-mail publicprograms@scmuseum.org or 
visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org.
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Programs & Events

See contemporary art from more than 25 South Carolina artists 
come alive at the State Museum’s sixth annual Congaree Art 
Festival, presented in conjunction with Artista Vista on Saturday, 
April 25 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

This year’s festival will feature basketry, sculptures, oil and 
watercolor paintings, woodcut prints, hand-thrown pottery and 
much, much more. Displayed art will be available for purchase at 
a variety of prices.

“The Congaree Art Festival provides a wonderful opportunity 
for a large number of South Carolina’s visual artists to have their 
work seen and potentially purchased by a growing audience of 
art collectors,” says Paul Matheny, curator of art. “It also provides 

a unique opportunity for the public to interact directly with artists 
and find out the story behind the artists and their work.”

Art demonstrations and displays are only one highlight of the 
festival. Other activities include art workshops on collages and 
maskmaking. 

 Artists will display their work on the Museum’s front lawn, but 
will be moved inside in case of rain. 

Events held on the front lawn are free. Other events of the 
Congaree Art Festival are included with Museum admission or 
membership unless otherwise noted.

For more information, e-mail publicprograms@scmuseum.org  
or visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org. 

Congaree Art Festival Celebrates spring on April 25

Special education camps for children are being 
planned now for Summer 2009. Mad Science 
of Columbia returns to the State Museum this 
year for special camps in science, natural history 
and art starting in June. Please check back 
with our Web site, southcarolinastatemuseum.
org, for updated information on these exciting 
kids’ summer opportunities as they develop, or 
e-mail publicprograms@scmuseum.org for more 
information. 

Kids’ Education Camps 
Learn about the complex world of weather! 

send a rocket hurtling into space! 
Create your own paper! 
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Exhibitions
Through April 26
The south Carolina state museum
20 Years Of Treasures

Through June 28
Our National Treasure
The American Red Cross 

Through Aug. 23
Robert Courtright
Collages, Collage Constructions and Masks 
1953-2008

Through Sept. 7  
Powers Of Nature

June 5, 2009  - May 30, 2010
Tangible History
South Carolina Stoneware from the 
Holcombe Family Collection

S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e  M u s e u m

On Weekends
Highlights Tours
Do you feel like there is so much to see at the 
South Carolina State Museum that you don’t 
know where to start? Wish you had a personal 
tour guide?  Join a weekend walk-in tour! 
Docents will lead 60-minute tours highlighting 
museum exhibits. Tours depart from the lobby 
on selected Saturdays at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

musEum AND A mOVIE
2 p.m. • Auditorium, Second Floor
Enjoy a movie related to one of our 
exhibits. Check calendar for dates.

2009 Beach Music Day! May 16, 2009

Live and In Person - Beach music Returns!
Get on your shaggin’ shoes, and get ready for more of South Carolina’s music at South 

Carolina’s museum.  The State Museum is joining forces with the Beach Music Association 
International (BMAI) to present Beach Music Day 2009!

May 16 is the date, 7-11 p.m. is the time, and the State Museum is the place.  This year, BMAI 
will combine several terrific artists into the Soul City Classics Revue.  From 7 until 9:30 p.m., the 
Revue will present some of the South’s greatest performers, including: 

Then, from 9:30 to 11 p.m., groove to the exciting sounds of Mama’s Home Cooking!
Speaking of cooking – aside from the cooking going on onstage and on the dance floor – 

great food also will be available for purchase for hungry dancers.
Ticket prices will be announced soon. Advance tickets can be purchased at the State Museum 

front desk, and they will be available at the front door the day of the show.  Check our Web site, 
southcarolinastatemuseum.org, often for updates!

Don’t miss this Spring celebration of 
South Carolina culture and major fun!

• Billy Scott!

• Caesar!

• Marissa Holiday!

• Clay Brown!

• Nature Blue!

• Unisoghn!

Make all your parties 
fun and memorable!

Recommended for children ages 3 -10. 

Book Your Party Today!
Call (803) 898-4999

Remember to ask about your 
membership discount!

Birthday Parties!
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

Dates are subject to change. Call ahead to verify programs at (803) 898-4921 or visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org

April
4th - Tartan Fest. Enjoy Scottish music with Celtic rockers 
Rathkeltair, a special program on Robert Burns, highland 
and Scottish country dancing, Celtic fashion show, Scottish 
merchandise and much more! 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

4th - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. 

5th - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., 
Auditorium.

5th - $1 Sunday. General admission 
only $1 today.

6th - Museum Open for Spring Break!

6th - 10th - Mad Science Spring Break 
Weather Camp. Learn all about the 
complex world of weather. To register, 
call (803) 739-2122. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

11th - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m. 

11th & 12th - Museum and a Movie.      
2 p.m., Auditorium.

13th - Museum Open for Spring Break!

18th - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

18th - 19th -  Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

25th - Congaree Art Festival. Offered in conjunction with Artista 
Vista, this show and sale of work features contemporary art by 
more than 25 of S.C.’s best studio artists. View demonstrations 
and purchase paintings, pottery, mosaic compositions and more. 
Collage and maskmaking workshops offered as part of the State 
Museum’s celebration of art. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

25th - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

25th - 26th -  Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

may
2nd - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

2nd & 3rd - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

3rd - $1 Sunday. General admission only $1 today.

9th - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

9th - 10th - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

16th - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

16th - Beach Music Day. Celebrate the Palmetto State’s official 
state dance, the Shag, with programs, demonstrations and shag 
lessons. Times to be announced. State Museum Members see 
Powers of Nature FREE this day!

16th - Beach Music Concert. Shag the night 
away to the sounds of classic beach musicians 
in this celebration of South Carolina’s favorite 
dance. Ticket prices to be announced. 7 - 11 p.m.

16th - 17th  - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., 
Auditorium.

23rd - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 
1 p.m.

23rd - 24th  - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., 
Auditorium.

30th - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 
1 p.m.

30th & 31st  - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., 
Auditorium.

June
5th - First day to see Tangible History: Stoneware from the 
Holcombe Family Collection.

5th - Girls in Science Day. Girls ages 10-14 are invited to the 
State Museum to celebrate Girls in Science Day. Activities include 
educational demonstrations, tours, hands-on activities and more. 
For more information, call (803) 898-4901.

6th - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

6th & 7th - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

7th - $1 Sunday. General admission only $1 today.

7th - Society of American Foresters. “Insects: The Good, the Bad 
and the Ugly.”  Enjoy special activities with the Society of American 
Foresters. 1 - 4 p.m., NatureSpace.

13th -  Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

13th - 14th - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

21st  - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

20th - 21st  - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

27th - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

27th-28th - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium. 

Fun and learning for everyone can be found at the State Museum through activities such as Tartan Fest, Beach Music Day and Girls in 
Science Day.

mark Your 
Calendars!

may 16 - member Day! 

state museum members see 
Powers of Nature FREE this day 

PLus enjoy beach 
music activities all day!
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Notes From Our Director William Calloway 

As I scanned the draft 
of this publication in 
preparation for this 
article, I was struck by the 
commitment of the entire 
State Museum “family.” 
From volunteers who teach 
and guide school children 
through the museum to 
committed staff members 
who continue to produce 
magnificent exhibits and 
programs even in light 
of the largest financial 

concerns the museum has ever faced, to loyal South Carolina 
Museum Foundation board members whose kindness and 
generosity continue to motivate me.  Through the process of 
telling the museum’s story to potential donors to our Capital 
Campaign, “Windows to New Worlds,” I am constantly reminded 
of how impactful and important the museum is to the state now, 
and how much more vital we will be in the future as resources 
continue to shrink in this uncertain financial environment.

Volunteer Commitment
In this issue, we recognize Bob Johansson and his volunteer 

efforts for the museum. Bob has filled many roles to help the 
museum deliver its programs and lessons. Working with Bob are 
nearly 200 dedicated volunteers who help to deliver all of our 
lessons, tours and programs to our children and our visitors. I 
am grateful for the commitment of all of these volunteers who 
help us help you.

staff Commitment
As we develop solutions to our current financial uncertainty 

caused by the shortfall in state revenues, staff members 
continue to go about their jobs and duties with an attitude 
of professionalism of which all of us should be proud. A quick 
look at the calendar shows what the State Museum has been 
working on recently:
• Michael Fey and his exhibit staff were very instrumental in the 

origination and subsequent installation of the exhibit Our 
National Treasure: The American Red Cross. Also installed in 
January was our current blockbuster, Powers of Nature.

• Paul Matheny and the collections staff led by Jim Knight 
have been busy with the opening of the Robert Courtright 
show as well as creating a wonderful program that brought 
a conservator to work in the lobby of the museum during 
February, enabling our visitors to interact with him as he did 
his work (you can see the story on pages 8 and 9). Work also 
continues on the preparation of our major pottery exhibit 
(page 4), which will open in early summer.

• Meika Samuel and her staff have been busy as well, planning 
some wonderful programs for the spring. Tartan Fest, the 
Congaree Art Festival, and Beach Music Day will engage and 
entertain visitors of all ages. The museum continues to be a 
major facility where families can gather and share common 
experiences at a very affordable cost.

Board Commitment
I am fortunate to work with two different boards at the 

museum. First is the Museum Commission, appointed by the 
governor, who has the responsibility and authority for the 
entire museum as directed by state statute. The Commission’s 
Chairman, Gray Culbreath, has held his position since I came 
here seven years ago. He is the “rock” behind the scene whose 
counsel and advice I seek often as we develop strategies  for the 
museum and discuss issues.

I also have the privilege of sitting on the South Carolina 
Museum Foundation board and interacting with those 
committed members as well. As I read with great sadness of the 
passing of Dr. Colgate Darden, a true gentleman, I feel grateful 
to be in the company of such people. Board Chairman David 
Hodges directs a committed board whose members inspire 
me continually with their generosity and passion for what we 
do here at the museum. I am glad to call as friends Charlotte 
Berry, Bill Cain, Gail Anastasion, Roger and Barbara Blau, Steve 
and Ann Holtschlag, and a host of others who have served and 
continue to serve on this board that is charged with fund raising 
for our organization.

Vision for the Future
Windows to New Worlds, our $23.5 million capital campaign 

project, will impact the state in ways that were only dreamed 
of when this facility opened 20 years ago. With the technology 
that will be part of the project, Director Tom Falvey has been 
busy developing programs and partnerships that will maximize 
the reach of our museum. The project, through the digitation 
of content that can be delivered in real time throughout the 
state via satellite and/or Internet, will provide access to citizens 
and schoolchildren from all across the state who have long 
been denied the benefits of the museum. There is no more 
important time than now to finalize the funding and begin the 
construction of this wonderful project. Please consider helping 
us as we head to the home stretch.

When I was contemplating this article I wondered how I 
could express the serious concerns that are currently facing the 
museum. Instead as I read the draft of this issue, I was motivated 
and uplifted by the commitment and professional attitude of 
our entire museum family and all that we continue to do even 
in light of those serious concerns.

Thank you to all of our museum family.
With people like you, the State Museum will continue to be the “treasure of the state.” 

Commitment and a Vision for the Future



Museum News

Your State Museum’s newest traveling exhibit, The Life and Times of Congressman Robert 
Smalls, enjoyed its premier run recently at the University of South Carolina’s McKissick 
Museum. 
The exhibit, which is scheduled to tour nationally, includes visual displays, three-
dimensional artifacts such as furniture from the Robert Smalls house in Beaufort, pictures 
and other memorabilia of Congressman Smalls, his family and his life. 
Also included is a digital photo frame with pictures from the 2004 christening and the 2007 
commissioning of the LSV-8 MG Robert Smalls, the largest army transport ship of its kind. 
The MG Robert Smalls is named for Congressman Smalls, who also was commissioned as 
a major general in the South Carolina Militia. 
Robert Smalls was born into slavery on April 5, 1839, in a small cottage in Beaufort, S.C. By 
the time he died in 1915, Smalls had served five terms in the United States Congress. 
The exhibit also will show part four of the PBS documentary “Slavery and the Making of 
America,” which depicts the story of Smalls’s life from slavery to Congress.
Visitors to museums showing this exhibit will learn about his heroic exploits during the 
Civil War and will be inspired by his legacy of bravery, leadership and public service for 
all Americans. 

For more information about the State Museum’s Traveling Exhibits Program, which provides exhibits to South Carolina museums 
at a modest price, visit the Web site at http://www.southcarolinastatemuseum.org/exhibits/traveling_exhibits.aspx or 

call Jeff Powley at 737-4159. 

state museum Offers A New Traveling Exhibit
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The Life and Times of Congressman Robert Smalls

Colgate W. Darden III, Ph.D., 
a native of Virginia (born Nov. 
6, 1930), passed away March 
12.  Darden ( known as “Coke” to 
his friends) was one of the State 
Museum Foundation’s longest-
serving and most colorful board 
members, having served for 
more than a decade.  

 Darden also has been one 
of the Foundation’s most 
generous and humble donors, 
always insisting his gifts remain 
anonymous.  

 Darden’s tremendous contributions to the State Museum 
and the Foundation – and indeed to the cultural and scientific 
communities of South Carolina - cannot be summarized in a few 
sentences, and it is difficult to choose only a few to highlight.  But 
those who knew Coke know how far-reaching his philanthropic 
and educational contributions have been, and likely will continue 
to be for a long time.  

 We’ll miss you greatly, Coke!

Corrie Parker McCallum, one of the most important pioneers of 
contemporary art in South Carolina, was born in Sumter  in 1914. 

McCallum studied at the University of South Carolina, where she 
met her future husband, William Halsey, in 1932.  She received her 
certificate of Fine Arts in 1935 and remained at USC through 1936. 

museum and state Lose Two Good Friends
In 1936 McCallum worked as 

the director of the Works Progress 
Administration’s Federal Arts 
Project in Columbia and created 
the first-federally funded gallery 
in the city.   McCallum relocated to 
the Boston Museum School of Fine 
Arts in 1937, and in 1939 she and 
Halsey were married.  

The two traveled to Mexico in 
1939 and remained there until 
1941.  They returned to Charleston 
for good in 1945.  Trips  to South 
America dramatically influenced 

their work and ultimately became the catalyst for several series of 
artwork and two books.

 After returning to Charleston, Halsey and McCallum taught 
classes at the Gibbes Art Gallery from 1945 until 1953, when they 
founded the Charleston Art School.  

During her long career McCallum created hundreds of works of 
art - paintings, prints, and drawings.  Her work has been exhibited in 
one-person shows museums from South Carolina to Switzerland.

McCallum and her husband were the focus of a major exhibition 
at the State Museum entitled Panorama: Paintings and Prints by 
Corrie McCallum and William Halsey in 2005. 

Corrie McCallum passed away at the age of 94 on March 2, 2009.   

The art community of the entire state will miss her!
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News From Volunteer Manager Jennifer Lee

As many of you may know, spring is our busiest school season. 
Over the next several weeks, we will be teaching thousands of 
students lessons on the cultural and natural history, art, science 
and technology featured in our permanent exhibits. But this year 
we also will offer jaunts through Powers of Nature; Robert Courtright: 
Collages, Collage Constructions and Masks, 1953-2008; and Our 
National Treasure: The American Red Cross. 

Come share these stories with the schoolchildren of South Carolina 
as a docent!  If leading groups is not your thing, the Education 
department is always in need of helpful volunteers to assist with the 
setup required for many of our group visits, as well as the numerous 

camp-ins we hold for both Girl Scouts and Cub Scouts.
With the warmer weather come many of our signature events. 

Have a special place in your heart for your Scottish heritage?  Join 
us for Tartan Fest, April 4!  Would you like to learn more or share your 
appreciation for South Carolina art?  Come and frolic with us at the 
Congaree Art Festival, April 25!  As always, the more, the merrier!

The Cotton Mill Exchange is decked out in its spring finest, and 
would love to have your help with assisting guests in the shop!  The 
Foundation is always busy and would appreciate any assistance you 
can offer with membership mailings! 

See below for even more ways to volunteer!

spring into Action!

Education:
• Bus Greeters
• Docents
• Gallery Demonstrators
• Costumed Interpreters

Public Programs:
• Exhibit Greeters
• Children’s Crafts
• Camp-In Assistants
• Special Event Helpers

Foundation and 
Guest services:
• Foundation Assistant
• Cotton Mill Exchange Assistant

Research/Curatorial:
• Research Assistant
• Curatorial Assistant

Volunteer Opportunities! support YOuR state museum by joining the Volunteer Corps!  
We are currently looking for volunteers in the following areas:

With a smile that could light up a room, Bob Johansson prepares 
for his first Powers of Nature tour.

Join as a volunteer and be a part of all we have to offer as “south Carolina under One Roof!”
Call Jennifer at 898-4912 for more information. Applications are also available at: southcarolinastatemuseum.org/volunteer

It is with great joy and gratitude that the State Museum announces 
the award of the South Carolina Federation of Museum’s Certificate 
of Recognition to our very own Bob Johansson!

A member of the volunteer corps since the beginning of 2006, 
Bob quickly became a familiar face to both staff and guests 
alike. Embracing the Museum’s mission to provide “educational 
environments that entertain, inspire imagination and creativity, 
and enrich the lives of visitors,” he quickly became a docent, 
educating the school children of South Carolina through tours 
and standards-based programs. Coming in for the holiday weeks 
during our Napoléon and Leonardo exhibits, he gave tours every 
hour on the hour to hundreds of walk-in guests. So dedicated in 
this task of sharing knowledge, he currently serves as vice chairman 
of the Sharing Interpreters, the steering committee of the SCSM 
docents.

Bringing a sense of playfulness and fun to the Museum, Bob has 
become an integral part of our signature events, appearing as the 
Headless Ghoul during Tricks and Treats, and on multiple occasions 
as Santa Claus at WinterFest!

Knowing the value of the Museum’s collection, Bob participates 
in the Adopt-a-Gallery program, assisting the registrar with the 

cleanliness and maintenance of the collection, keeping our artifacts 
bright, shiny and ready to be enjoyed by our guests.

With such generosity of spirit, Bob Johansson helps make 
the State Museum the wonderful place it is. For his service and 
dedication we offer a simple, but heart-felt, “Thank you, Bob!”

Announcing Award of Recognition!

Now every field is clothed with grass, and every tree with leaves; now the woods put forth 
their blossoms, and the year assumes its gay attire. 

      ~ Virgil
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Foundation News

803.898.4937

2007-08 Board of Directors
David Hodges, Board Chair & 

Capital Campaign Committee Co-Chair 
Roger Blau, Ph.D., Board Chair-Elect & 

Trusteeship Committee Chair 
Dr. Scott Strohecker, Treasurer & 
Investments Committee Chair

Ann Holtschlag, Secretary
Gail Anastasion, Past Board Chair

Charlotte Berry, Capital Campaign 
Committee Co-Chair

Willie Calloway, Ex-Officio
Gray Culbreath, Ex-Officio

Lola Early, Ex-Officio 
Brad Campbell

Charles Cannon
Marsha Dargan

Sonya Duhe’, Ph.D.
Sue Erwin Harper

Jim Hazel
Valinda Littlefield, Ph.D.

John McCabe
Claire McGee 

George McIntosh
Ned Nicholson

Dot Poston
Jim Ramsey

Susu Ravenel
Alex Shuford
Linda Sinclair

Dan Sisson
Joey Ward

Roger Whaley
Dixon Woodward

 
Capital Campaign 

Honorary Co-Chairs
Charles F. Bolden Jr., Major General, USMC, 

NASA Astronaut (retired)
Philip Lader, Former U.S. Ambassador to 

the Court of St. James’s
Dr. Charles H. Townes, Nobel Laureate in Physics

Mrs. Mary Wood Beasley, 
Former First Lady of South Carolina

Foundation staff
Adrienne Huffman

South Carolina Museum Foundation 
Executive Director / State Museum 

Director of Development

Ashley Bryant 
Capital Campaign Coordinator

Elizabeth Fortson
Development Manager

Jennifer Thrailkill
Membership Manager

Laurie Belger
Foundation Bookkeeper

Sarah Formyduvall
Executive Assistant

News From the Museum Foundation Director 
Adriennne Huffman

Windows to New Worlds 
Our Chance to Be First in something Great!

Windows to New Worlds Capital Campaign Chair Charlotte Berry, Foundation board chair David 
Hodges, Museum Director Willie Calloway and I have been on a tremendous number of capital 
donor prospect calls over the past several months. 

During these visits, we explain to potential donors how our successful campaign will allow 
us to build a state-of-the-art observatory and outdoor public viewing platform, a world-class 
astronomy library, a 55-foot digital dome planetarium, a completely immersive 4-D theater, and 
an exceptional teacher resource center. It will also help us to acquire a priceless vintage telescope 
collection and expand critical cultural partnerships on-site.  

Many of you know the best way to “sell” something is to share your personal, first-hand 
experience with whatever you are “selling.”  With this in mind, last year we decided to offer the 
Capital Campaign Steering Committee members, and a few other stakeholders, the opportunity 
to experience for themselves what we are building at the State Museum.  It did not take us long 
to discover that we had a challenge before us, because there is no other facility in the nation that 
combines under one roof all of the elements that are coming together as part of the renovated 
and expanded S.C. State Museum.  

Ultimately, we traveled to Chicago to visit the Adler Planetarium and observatory, and then 
had to go to a second Chicago institution - the Shedd Aquarium – to 
experience a 4-D theater.  The visits energized and helped the steering 
committee members truly understand the scope of what we are 

building here…a first-of-its-kind education and entertainment facility.  
The Windows to New Worlds project is the biggest development for 

South Carolina education in years and it offers us the opportunity for our 
beloved state to be first in the nation in something wonderfully positive! 
On March 10, Foundation board chair-elect Roger Blau and his wife Barbara 

hosted a beautiful and inspirational dinner focusing on Windows to New Worlds.  
Our special guest that evening was Honorary Capital Campaign co-chair Major 

General Charlie Bolden.  He spoke to dinner guests about the tremendous 
impact the expanded and renovated State Museum will have on education 

for ALL South Carolina students and visitors.  Thank you, Roger and Barbara, 
for a lovely evening and to you, Charlie, for your support of the Windows to 
New Worlds campaign and project!

Many thanks to each of you for your 

continued support of our capital project 

and campaign.  

We are in the home stretch!
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Foundation Gains Three Valuable New members
Polly Howser, Katie Mahon Rama and William F. “Billy” Cave 

recently were elected to the board of directors of the S. C. State 
Museum Foundation, the private support and fundraising arm of 
the State Museum.  

New board member Polly Howser has dedicated many years of 
service to improving the quality of life in South Carolina through 
a variety of service organizations.  A native of Tennessee, she has 
called Columbia home since 1966.  She has served as president of 
the Junior League and been a member of the United Way board 
of directors.  

Her work on the board of directors of the Columbia Garden 
Club and the Founding Committee for Columbia Green have 
helped make Columbia a greener, more attractive place to live, 
while her service with the Historic Columbia Foundation board 
of directors has aided the preservation and promotion of historic 
structures in the city. 

A graduate of Duke University, Howser always has been 
interested in education.  As the Columbia chair for the Carolina 
Challenge Committee for Duke University, she is instrumental in 
raising scholarship money for South Carolina students planning 
to attend the university.  Howser was chair of the Hammond 
School board of trustees from 1990-1993 and served on the 
search committee for a new headmaster from 1988-1989.

Familiar with the challenges facing museums through her work 
with the Edventure Fundraising Committee, Howser’s work as a 
trainer for non-profit boards in the areas of future planning and 
effective organization will make her an invaluable asset to the 
State Museum board.

Howser is married to attorney R. Davis Howser and has three 
children and four grandchildren.

The Foundation also is pleased to add Katie Mahon Rama 
to the board.  She brings a wealth of volunteer and business 
experience from her home in the Lowcountry.  Rama was 
graduated from Clemson University, went on to receive her MBA 
from the University of South Carolina and has made Charleston 
her home for many years.

Rama was director of marketing for the Charleston Chamber 
of Commerce, worked in public relations for Rawle-Murdy 

Associates and was the director of development for the former 
Charter Hospital.

She has served on many committees in diverse organizations 
in Charleston including the Junior League, the South Carolina 
Aquarium, the Charleston Garden Festival, Spoleto and the 
American Heart Association.  

Rama has been instrumental in raising funds for breast cancer 
research, and her community involvement has extended to 
education through her past work as PTA president of Christ our 
King School and her service on the school board.

Rama has three children and is married to John Rama, president 
of Sonitrol Security Systems. 

A member of the museum’s board of trustees, the S.C. State 
Museum Commission, Billy Cave is the managing principal of 
Reliance Trust Company in Atlanta.  He has been in banking since 
1960, spending 30 of those years in New York. 

Cave is an experienced volunteer and gives his time to a variety 
of local boards and commissions.  He is a board member for the 
Pawley’s Island Festival of Music and Art; Georgetown County 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Commission, and he serves on the 
Board of Visitors for Coastal Carolina University’s Wall School of 
Business.

In addition, Cave is the president of the Georgetown area USC 
Alumni Association and a former board member of numerous 
other charitable organizations.

“One of the things I’m most proud of is helping start the Buddy 
Kemp Caring House in Charlotte,” said Cave.  “It’s a free cancer 
support program.  I feel that I’ve had a fortunate life and I want to 
give back to the extent I can.”

A native of Walterboro, Cave attended Furman University and 
received a degree in political science from the University of South 
Carolina.  He also was graduated from the South Carolina School 
of Banking, and also studied at Dartmouth College and Harvard 
University.

Cave now lives at DeBordieu Colony outside of Georgetown 
with his wife Nancy and the family dogs Pongo and Lady.

We are thrilled to have these distinguished people added to our board, and we know 
the Foundation will benefit from their talents!

Dr. Roger and Mrs. Barbara Blau with Major 
General Charlie Bolden as they hosted a 
wonderful introduction dinner to 
Windows to New  Worlds, March 10, 2009.

State  Museum Director William Calloway and 
Museum Foundation Excecutive Director Adrienne 
Huffman with Major General  Charlie Bolden, 
March 10.

Richland County Councilwoman 
Kit Smith and Major General 
Charlie Bolden, March 10.
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many Thanks To Our
Community Partners!

Community Partner Benefactors
$5000 Annually
AT&T
Baker & Baker Real Estate Developers, LLC
Collins and Lacy, P.C.
J.E. Wilson Advisors, LLC
SCANA Corporation
Stroman Beauty Supply
The South Financial Group

Community Partner sponsors
$3500 Annually
Colonial Life
Elliott Davis
Corporate Patrons*
The Caskey Group of Merrill Lynch
Diamond Hill Plywood
Eastman Chemical Company
J M Smith Foundation
Lindau Chemicals Inc.
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP 
Westinghouse 

* Donors at this level of corporate giving 
will be asked on renewal to transition 
to Community Partner, Community 
Partner Sponsor or Community Partner 
Benefactor

Community Partners
$1000 Annually
AlliedBarton Security Services
Amick Farms
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of S.C.
Bose Corporation
Callison, Tighe and Robinson
CMC Steel
Columbia Eye Clinic
Columbia Metropolitan Airport
Consolidated Systems, Inc.
DP Professionals, Inc.
Denny Public Affairs
Doctors Care/UCI Medical
First Community Banks
Flextronics
Gregory Electric Company, Inc.
Grubb and Ellis/Wilson Kibler
International Paper
Jim Hudson Automotive Group 
Kahn Development Company
Scott McElveen, LLP
Mashburn Construction Company, Inc.
McNair Law Firm, P.A.
Merrill Lynch & Company
Milliken Foundation
Palmer Memorial Chapel
Palmetto Health
Roche Carolina Inc. 
Southeastern Freight Lines, Inc.
Linda & Bill Stern/Stern & Stern & Assoc.

Abacus Planning Group
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Anastasion

Dr. and Mrs. Roger Blau
Ms. Nancy Booco

Mr. and Mrs. William P. Calloway
Mr. and Mrs. Gray Culbreath

Col. Richard F. Gimmi
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Hampton

Mr. and Mrs. George Harper
Mr. and Mrs. Lawson Hayes
Mr. and Mrs. David Hodges

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Holtschlag
Mr. and Mrs. R. Davis Howser

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Korn
Dr. and Dr. Dan Littlefield

Mr. and Mrs. John McCabe
Brett T. Myers

Mr. and Mrs. Ned Nicholson
Nord Cascading Unitrust  Escrow Fund

The Osceola Foundation
Palmer Memorial Chapel

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Penland
 Jim Ramsey

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Shuford
Southeastern Freight Lines

 The Springs Close Foundation
The South Financial Group

Dr. and Mrs. Scott Strohecker
Stroman Beauty Supply

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Whaley

Our Fall 2008 
Premier Annual 
Fund Donors

The South Carolina Museum Foundation would like 
to thankOur Fall 2008 Premier Annual Fund Donors

memorials 
& Tributes

In memory of Bland Quantz
 DP Professionals

 Mrs. Patty Russell 

Dr. and Mrs. William Cain 

 

 In memory of 
Jacquelyn Wingus Cooper

Dr. and Mrs. William Cain

Donors at the Premier Level gave $500 or 
more to the Fall ’08 Annual Fund

Great art, intriguing conversation and delicious food and drink were enjoyed by 
everyone at the reception for Robert Courtright: Collages, Collage Constructions and 
Masks, 1953 -2008.

You Make it Happen!You Make it Happen!



Museum Hours: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sundays 1 - 5 p.m. 
Closed Mondays between Labor Day and Memorial Day, plus New Year’s Day, Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
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