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An unprecedented traveling exhibition of the inventions of Leonardo da Vinci has just 
opened at the State Museum.

Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in Motion brings from Florence, Italy the world’s largest 
exhibition of  machine replicas, constructed according to Leonardo da Vinci’s manuscripts, 
which were collectively called the “codices.”

The unique, 7,000-square-foot exhibit features 40 working machines, a number of 
them life-sized, built by a team of expert historians and engineers who have studied da 
Vinci’s codices. 

“We’re excited to be one of the first stops on the American tour of this prestigious 
exhibit,” said Director of Science and Outreach Tom Falvey.  “Leonardo da Vinci: Machines 

in Motion takes museum guests of all cultural backgrounds and ages to the world of one 
of history’s greatest geniuses.

“Our guests will be able to manipulate and fully activate the machines, which were 
designed based on the original materials - rope, wood, glue, etc. - proposed by da Vinci, 
and made with the tools available at the time the machines were designed.”

The exhibit is organized into five parts, based on da Vinci’s study of the elements of 
nature and applied knowledge: earth, air, fire, water and mechanisms.  Highlights include 
a revolving crane, a full-size armored car large enough for several guests at a time to 
explore, a working robot, four flying machines, the bicycle, the printing press, floats for 
walking on water, the parachute and the machine gun.  



Changing Exhibitions

3S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e  M u s e u m

“Leonardo da Vinci was not only a Renaissance man, he was the Renaissance man,” 
added Falvey.  “Thinker, artist, inventor, musician, architect, engineer, anatomist, 
visionary - his ideas foresaw the future and anticipated manned flight, armored warfare 
and many other phenomena.”

The exhibit will be of enormous interest to students, teachers and young audiences, 
says Falvey, because it provides an engaging combination of education and 
entertainment in an experience that explores history, science, mechanics and physics, 
invention and innovation.

The exhibit has appeared in Athens, Greece and Istanbul, Turkey to broad audiences, 
critical raves and substantial media coverage.  

“From a science standpoint, an education standpoint and a historical and cultural 
standpoint, this exhibit is tremendous,” said Falvey.  “And from a fun standpoint, it’s 
going to be off the charts.”

Admission to the exhibit is $5 for adults, $3 children ages 3-12 in addition to general 
museum admission.  General admission is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors 62 and above and 
$3 for children ages 3 to 12.

Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in Motion can be seen in the Lipscomb Gallery through 
Jan. 4, 2009.

Machines in MotionMachines in Motion
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The window of opportunity is quickly closing on the days left to see the 
blockbuster exhibit HoLLywood Comes to South Carolina: A Century of Filmmaking 
in the Palmetto State at the State Museum. The exhibit closes Oct. 19.

Visitors who view the “Hollywood” exhibit now will get the added bonus of 
seeing new objects brought in over the summer – in particular, artifacts from the 
movie “Leatherheads,” shot in the Upstate and starring George Clooney and Renée 
Zellweger. 

“We wanted these objects in the exhibit when it opened,” said the State Museum’s 
Chief Curator of History Fritz Hamer, “but the film had not been released and the 
studio, Universal Pictures, wanted to wait.”  

Additions to the “Leatherheads” exhibit include the wheelbarrow Clooney rode 
in during one scene in the film and a mud-flattening roller used to smooth out the 
mud on rain-soaked football fields.

A favorite of the “Leatherheads” area with visitors since day one is the 1927 
Oldsmobile which is set up to show the use of blue-screen technology in movie 
making. 

Visitors can climb in the Olds and see themselves on a nearby monitor. Special 
equipment projects the car and driver onto a background which makes it appear 
as if the car is driving down a tree-lined country road, only there is no road behind 
the car – just a blue wall. “It’s just another example of movie magic,” Hamer said.

Other newly-added movie memorabilia now on display in the exhibit are a 
trench coat worn by Peter Falk during an episode of the ever-popular “Columbo” 
series shot in Charleston at The Citadel and several props used in the movie “The 
Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood.”

“Because South Carolina has a wealth of different geographical environments, 
from beach to mountains, swamps to plains, small towns to cities, it has been 
attractive to filmmakers for many years,” Hamer explained. Some of the many 
movies filmed in South Carolina and that are part of the HoLLywood exhibit are: 
“The Patriot,”  “Death Sentence,” “The Program,” “Chiefs” and “Radio.” 

The wealth of material in the exhibit– props, costumes, photos, film clips, film 
equipment and more – make the exhibit a must-see for those who have not seen 
it yet, and well worth another look for those who have, Hamer said.

Hollywood
Wrapping Up

see . . . 
leonardo da Vinci 

and Hollywood 
for one special low price!

$5 adults, $4 ages 3-12  plus Museum admission

Tom Hanks wore this wedding suit in “Forrest Gump.”

Hands-on car demonstrates blue-screen technology.

The submarine model used in “The Hunley.”

This fire truck from Chester, S.C. was used in “Chiefs.”
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Continuing through the museum’s 20th anniversary year and 
into 2009, the exhibit The South Carolina State Museum: 20 years of 
Treasures yields a wide range of unusual and unique treasures the 
more one digs into it.

“The exhibit shows the wealth of history and the diversity of 
the state’s culture,” said Curator of History Elaine Nichols, who 
co-curated the show with Registrar Michelle Baker.  “One can find 
objects from every county in the state, from the everyday to the 
exquisite.”

A wooden cigar store Indian greets guests to the exhibit.  It 
seems fitting that since it stood outside a Beaufort cigar store for 
decades beginning about 1910, that it should guard the entrance 
to this treasure trove of South Carolina history.

Other unique artifacts include a fireman’s “trumpet,” essentially 
a metal megaphone, used in 1875 in Georgetown.  It was an 
important tool for directing firemen as they fought fires in the 
coastal town.  “Of course, the trumpet has long been replaced by 
radios and loudspeakers,” Baker said.

From Staffordshire, England, a beautiful Stafford bowl, c. 1836, 
represents McCormick County.  It depicts giraffes in the London 
zoo, which opened in1829.

A complete set of 1935 store tokens from Union’s Buffalo Mill 
village tells the story of the system in which mill workers were paid 
in tokens which could only be spent in the company store, where 
prices were higher than in other stores.  This unfair trade practice 
lasted until after World War II. 

Children’s items from the past also can be seen, from a c. 1900 
child’s tea table made by W.A. Turner of Chester County to a cradle 
used in Beech Island around 1825.

More modern objects include a three-piece suit worn by Lake 
City financier Darla Moore in 1991 and 1992, and a 1995 artwork, 
“Minority in Relief,” by self-taught Cherokee County potter Winton 
Eugene.  “The artist is one of the first contemporary black potters 
in South Carolina since the 19th century,” said Nichols. “The figures 
carved into the bowl are members of Eugene’s family, including 
the artist, his wife and daughters.

“So much more can be seen, enjoyed and learned from in this 
wonderful sample of the Museum’s collection,” said Nichols.  “And 
this is only from the first 20 years of the collection’s life,” added 
Baker.  “It will be thrilling to see what the next 20 years brings.”

The South Carolina State Museum: 20 years of Treasures can be 
seen through March 29, 2009.

20th Anniversary show Rife With the Rare, Unusual

The State Museum’s new exhibit Mud, Sweat and Cheers: Football 
in the Palmetto State, 1889-2000 has proven to be a hit with more 
than just sports fans.

“With a simulated bleacher, uniforms, helmets, film clips, photos 
and more, this has turned out to be one of the most colorful 
exhibits we’ve done, and people are responding to it,” enthuses 
Chief Curator of History Fritz Hamer.

And no wonder.  Football has surpassed baseball as the true 
“American pastime” and draws crowds to stadiums nationwide as 
well as massive television audiences.

“That is easily seen with the Southeastern Conference’s new TV 
deals with CBS and ESPN that will bring the conference and its 
member schools more than 2 billion dollars over the next 15 years,” 
says Hamer.

The exhibit contains many examples of why fans are so excited 
by the game. Museum guests can enjoy artifacts such as a 1926 
leather helmet from Anderson high school; c. 1920 cleats from 
Erskine College in Due West; a c. 1895 football, differently shaped 
from the balls of today; and a 1966 letterman’s jacket worn by 
halfback Billy White when Howard High School in Georgetown, 
S.C. was the state’s top black division 4-A team.

One special aspect of the exhibit is a recreated tailgate party at 
the entrance, complete with steaks and hot dogs on grills, portable 
chairs, coolers, and, most unusual, a 7-foot-long metal peanut 
roaster used from 1931 to the late 1940s at Carolina Stadium in 
Columbia.

“One of the most unusual artifacts is an 1896 Bible, which 
had plays designed in 1900 by legendary Clemson coach John 
Heisman drawn by player Bertram Lawrence on the backs of the 
maps,” said Hamer.  “It’s the only time I know of a Bible being used 
as a playbook.”

Don’t miss the many fascinating artifacts and sports stories in 
Mud, Sweat and Cheers: Football in the Palmetto State, 1889-2000.  It 
can be seen in the Museum’s 401 Gallery through Feb. 8, 2009.

Football Exhibit a “Hit” With more than Grid Fans

Tom Hanks wore this wedding suit in “Forrest Gump.”

Hands-on car demonstrates blue-screen technology.

The submarine model used in “The Hunley.”

This fire truck from Chester, S.C. was used in “Chiefs.”
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Curators Corner

Turtle Excavation Nets more Than meets The Eye
Jim Knight, Chief Curator of Natural History

In the summer of 2007, the State Museum received a 
considerable amount of press interest because of the collection of 
a 30-million-year-old fossil leatherback turtle which we collected 
from a drainage ditch in Summerville, in Dorchester County. 
Months of preparation and initial study by the world’s foremost 
fossil leatherback turtle expert has begun to yield results, not the 
least of which is that the turtle is almost certainly a new genus and 
species, and that it contains much information on the variation 
within the leatherback turtle family Dermochelyidae. That, in and 
of itself, was very interesting, but there is much more to the story.

As the turtle was being “jacketed” with the application of a plaster 
of Paris and burlap wrapping around the shell, we included about 
6-8 inches of matrix, the material that the turtle was buried in, to 
provide additional “packing” to protect the shell for the trip back 
to the State Museum. Once in the “SPA,” our Specimen Preparation 
Area, shell conservation began by removing and storing the matrix 
in five-gallon buckets. This gave us a sample of about 800 pounds 
of matrix, which we then dried and screen-washed in order to see 
if there were any more turtle parts that had detached from the 
shell, and to see what other fossils might be associated with the 
turtle. 

We struck gold!
Washing the matrix through #20 soil sieves yielded a diverse 

variety of fossils of both elasmobranchs (the sharks, skates and 
rays) and teleosts (the bony fishes) that had 
lived and died at the same time our turtle was 
alive. These are under study now, and several 
very interesting new fossil records have been 
obtained through these efforts. 

But, perhaps even more interesting, even 
to a vertebrate specialist like me, were the 
invertebrates that were preserved in the 
matrix. A vast array of tiny shelled animals 
called foraminiferans was collected.  These 
creatures were about the size of a grain of sand, 
and superficially similar to some snails. This sample included both 
the benthic forams (those that lived in the bottom of the shallow 
ocean where the turtle came to rest) and pelagic forams (those 
that float on ocean currents). 

Another invertebrate group, the ostracods, is represented in the 
collection. These tiny animals look superficially like clams, with a 

shell composed of two parts which are hinged. Both groups can 
provide scientists with much information about certain aspects of 
the marine environment of 30 million years ago. 

The shells of forams and ostracods can tell the researcher much 
about the environment of that time. It is possible to measure the 
ratios of two isotopes (forms) of oxygen, incorporated into the 
shells of the animals as they grew, to ascertain such ecological 

aspects of the paleoenvironment as sea-
surface temperatures and salinity of the 
seawater in which they lived.

This is accomplished by grinding up 
a small sample of the shells in a mass-
spectrometer, a machine that identifies 
chemicals, and measuring the results. A 
mathematical formula tells us the ratio of 
chemicals to each other, giving us insights 
into the temperature and salinity. 

The University of South Carolina’s Department of Geological 
Sciences has offered to take on this aspect of the research of 
the leatherback’s world, a project which will begin soon. In this 
cooperative way we will gain a great deal of information that we 
would not otherwise have had as we attempt to describe both the 
turtle and the world in which it lived.

“...800 pounds of matrix, 
which we then dried and 

screen-washed... to see 
what other fossils might be 
associated with the turtle. 

we struck gold!”

10 species of foraminiferans. Photo courtesy of National Biological Information Infrastructure/NBII.Gov

Jim Knight digs up a 300 million-year-old turtle fossil. 
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20th Anniversary

1968 
Dr. Eugene Kingman, director of 
Omaha’s Joslyn Museum, visits the 
state to evaluate the feasibility of 
establishing a state museum.

1969  
After meeting with museum 
administrators around the state, 
Dr. Kingman endorses building a 
multidisciplinary state museum.

1973 
The state legislature under Gov. John 
C. West creates the South Carolina 
Museum Commission; Guy Lipscomb 
is appointed its first chairman.

1974    
William E. Scheele is named first 
director of the S. C. State Museum. 

1975    
Rudolph “Rudy” Mancke begins work 
as the commission’s naturalist and 
first curator. 
The Columbia Museum of Art and 
Science offers resources and land 
for the museum building project. 
Limited space and a recession, 
however, defeat the plan. 

1978 
The commission proposes building 
a new state-of-the-art facility on the 
Saluda River at a cost of roughly $26 
million.
Gov. Dick Riley reports that a new 
building for the museum is not in 
the budget. The Saluda River plan is 
shelved.
True to its educational mission, 

the museum commission creates 
exhibitions that travel to schools and 
other venues around the state.

1980 
Mt. Vernon Mills announces the 
closing of the Columbia Mill.
Robert Busbee, a Columbia Mill 
employee, presents his idea to turn 
the vacated mill into a museum to 
Rodger Stroup, the State Museum’s 
first history curator.

1981 
Columbia Mill closes its doors.
Gov. Riley asks museum 
commissioners to study the feasibility 
of transforming Columbia Mill into 
the new home of the State Museum.
Mt. Vernon Mills, Inc. donates the mill 
building to the state on Dec. 7.
The Friends of the State Museum, a 
private, non-profit organization, form 
to support the museum’s efforts.

1986     
The museum planning committee 
meets with designers and develops a 
master plan for exhibits.
S. C. Educational TV begins airing 
Venture, a program that gives viewers 
a “sneak preview” of the museum 
before it opens. 
State Museum staff begins moving 
into the renovated mill in November.

1987 
Work on exhibits begins inside the 
mill, including the installation of  the 
model of Fort Moultrie, the Standard 
Oil station and a life-size replica of 
an 1830 steam locomotive, among 
others. 

A 1904 Curved Dash Oldsmobile 
donated to the museum returns from 
a trip for restoration in New York and 
enters the museum.
Muralist Kent Pendleton begins 
painting the museum’s dioramas. 
Friends of the State Museum meet 
for the first time in the State Museum 
building on June 28. It is the Friends’ 
sixth meeting.
Dr. Charles H. Townes, winner of the 
1964 Nobel Prize for his work in laser 
science, visits the museum to review 
the progress. 
Taxidermist Bud Jones works on the 
life-size (10.5 feet high and 23.5 feet 
long) re-creation of the museum’s 
ice-age American mastodon. 

1988
On Feb.10 a 43-foot, 3.5-ton replica of 
a prehistoric giant white shark arrives 
at the museum’s loading dock on the 
bed of a National Guard truck. 
Limousines drop celebrities off at the 
museum’s entrance on the evening of 
Oct. 28. After 20 years in the making, 
the museum has its grand opening.
The new South Carolina State 
Museum opens its doors to an eager 
public on Oct. 29!

1998
Oct. 24 - the State Museum celebrates 
10 wonderful years with a stirring 
Heritage Festival.

2008
Aug. 16 - 17:  To celebrate its 20th 
anniversary, the museum throws a 
20-hour “Birthday Bash.” Everything’s 
free and everyone’s invited!

south Carolina state museum Historical Timeline, 1968-2008
In observence of the Museum’s 20th Anniversary, we look back at some of the major events in its history.

The Columbia Mill is renovated. File photo. Rudy Mancke, the Museum’s first 
curator at the 20-Hour  Birthday Bash.  
Photo by Celeste Wszola

Approximately 7,500 people enjoyed 20 hours 
of activities on Aug. 16. Photo by Celeste Wszola
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Aug. 16 -17, 2008
We don’t have enough 
pages to show you all the 
FUN that was had at the 
20th Anniversary 
Birthday Bash!

Photo by Susan Dugan

Photos by Tut Underwood and Celeste Wszola unless otherwise noted.
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Photo by Susan Dugan
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Your spook-tacular night at the State Museum includes:

• Exploring “haunted” galleries—but watch out for the zombies, 
werewolves and vampires!

• Macabre Science Theatre Show!

• A special Museum and a Movie 

• Friday snack! 

• Saturday snack!

space is limited! 
make your reservation today!
Registration deadline Monday, Oct. 20
Recommended for ages 5—12 accompanied by adults. $20 
adults/ $25 children; Friends of the State Museum, $15 adults/ 
$20 children.  Museum Boo Bags (packed with ghoulish 
delights), $10. 

This annual event for families will feature a Haunted Halloween 
party. Children will enjoy:

• Goblin party games with eerie prizes for everyone

• Creepy crafts

• Frightful face painting 

• Haunted gallery scavenger hunt with prizes 

• Pocket magic and balloon art by Nick Propst and his Catalina 
Macaw, Trixie

• Spooky storytelling 

• Picking out the perfect pumpkin (cost per pumpkin $2) to paint as 
a jack-o-lantern

Come in costume and receive 
$1 oFF regular museum admission.

Two weekends of fun, chills and thrills!Tricks & Treats! saturday, oct. 18 and saturday, 
Oct. 25 • 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

All activities are FREE with museum admission or 
membership unless otherwise noted.

spooky sleepover

Community Partner sponsor

Enjoy a frightful night of family fun!
6:30 p.m. Friday, oct. 24 to 

9 a.m. saturday, oct. 25
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Wear your scariest or funniest costume and get ready to spend 
the night with the Museum’s ghosts, ghouls and goblins! 
Enjoy spooky storytelling, fiendish food, eerie entertainment 
and much more! Recommended for ages 5 -12 accompanied by 
adults. This is a bone-chilling, chain-rattling, cauldron-bubbling 
fun event for the entire family!

For more information,  call (803) 898-4999 or e-mail campin@scmuseum.org
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Ciao! 
Come and delight in all things Italian as the State Museum presents 
an Italian Street Fair in celebration of the new blockbuster exhibit 
Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in Motion. 
Enjoy:
• A Taste of Italy with samplings of sumptuous Italian food available for 

purchase

• A variety of Italian music – from opera to crooners to street 
performers

• Children’s activities and games

• Chalk street painting in the tradition of the Italian madonnari

• An Italian wine tasting under the evening stars and much more!

Italian street Fair and member Day
Saturday, Nov. 22 • 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.

A presto (see you soon)!

For more details about the program, 
call 803.898.4952 or 

e-mail publicprograms@scmuseum.org.

Plus! All state museum 
members receive 

FREE 
blockbuster admission to 

leonardo da Vinci: 
Machines in Motion 

on this day!

AND

Double your 10% discount 
in the museum store, 

the Cotton mill Exchange !
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Exhibitions
 
THROUGH OCT. 19
HOLLYWOOD COMES TO SOUTH CAROLINA
A Century of Filmmaking in the Palmetto State

THROUGH JAN. 4, 2009
LEONARDO DA VINCI
Machines in Motion
 
THROUGH JAN. 25, 2009
TET
Military Victory, Political Defeat
 
THROUGH JAN. 31, 2009
CATCH OF THE DAY
Recovery of the Lake Murray B-25
 
THROUGH FEB. 8, 2009
MUD, SWEAT AND CHEERS
Football in South Carolina 1889-2000
 
THROUGH MARCH 29, 2009
THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE MUSEUM
20 Years of Treasures

Hands-on Explorations 
Discover more about South Carolina’s 

environment, past and present, in NatureSpace. 

Located on the museum’s 2nd floor, the hands-

on room is equipped with an excellent collection 

of animal, plant and mineral specimens. 

Drop in and meet our science educators from 

12:30 - 1:30 p.m. and 2:30 - 3:30 p.m. on the 

2nd Saturdays of each month.  

NatureSpace, second floor.

Highlights Tours
 Do you feel like there is so much to see at the 

South Carolina State Museum that you don’t 

know where to start? Wish you had a personal 

tour guide?  Join a weekend walk-in tour! 

Docents will lead 60 minute tours highlighting 

museum exhibits.  Tours depart from the lobby 

on selected Saturdays at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

on Weekends

Winter Fest
Dec. 13 - 31

Last year, the South Carolina State Museum began a new holiday tradition. Winter 
Fest, a two-and-a-half-week long celebration of the winter season, offers a chance to 
escape the holiday crowds with a variety of holiday-oriented family activities. Winter 
Fest kicks off Saturday, Dec. 13 with the Jack Frost Jubilee from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Other 
highlights of Winter Fest include a special movie night, multicultural celebrations, 
musical performances, seasonal Star Labs, holiday crafts and, of course, several visits 
from “the right jolly old elf” himself.

october
18th – 19th  “Hollywood Comes to 
South Carolina” Movie Trailers. 1:15 p.m. 
and “100 Years of Gamecock Football,” 
2 p.m.

25th – 26th  “Leonardo’s Dream 
Machines, Part 1.”  2 p.m

November
1st – 2nd  “Vietnam: Tet 1968.” 2 p.m. 

8th – 9th  - “B-25 Bomber,” 2 p.m. 

15th – 16th  “Leonardo’s Dream 
Machines, Part 1.”  2 p.m.

22nd – 23rd “Leonardo’s Dream 
Machines, Part 2.”  2 p.m. 

28th – 30th  – “Just a Game,” a 
documentary on the Clemson - South 
Carolina rivalry by South Carolina-ETV. 
2 p.m.

December
6th & 7th “Leonardo’s Dream Machines, 
Part 1.”  2 p.m.

13th – 19th – Holiday movies and 
programs. Please check our website for 
complete schedule. 

20th – 23rd – Holiday movies and 
programs. Please check our website for 
complete schedule. 

26th – 31st – Holiday movies and 
programs. Please check our website for 
complete schedule. 

mUsEUm AND A moVIE
Auditorium, Second Floor

Come and have some fun and don’t forget 
to stop by the Cotton mill Exchange for 

those last minute holiday gifts. 
Remember, state museum members 

always save 10%!

Photos by Celeste Wszola

movies are FREE with museum membership or admission!



bird Programs & Events

13S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e  M u s e u m

C
A

l
E

N
D

A
R

 A
T

 A G
l

A
N

C
E

Dates are subject to change. Call ahead to verify programs at (803) 898-4921 or visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org

october
18th - Tricks & Treats I. Especially for kids, this annual family 

event features everything Halloween! See details on page 10. 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

18th - Museum Highlights Tours.  11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

18th - 19th -  Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

19th - Last day to see Hollywood Comes to South Carolina: A 
Century of Filmmaking in the Palmetto State.

24th - Spooky Sleepover. Get ready for a night of frightful fun 
at the State Museum! See details on page 10.

25th - Tricks & Treats II. Especially for kids, this annual family 
event features everything Halloween. See details on page 10 . 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

25th - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

25th - Hands-On Explorations.  12:30 - 1:30 p.m.,                   
2:30 - 3:30 p.m., NatureSpace. 

25th - 26th  - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium

November
1st - Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 

highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

1st - 2nd - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

2nd - $1 Sunday.  Admission only $1 today.

5th – Making Government Work: A Conversation with Fritz 
Hollings. Join former U.S. Senator Ernest F. “Fritz” Hollings and 
historian and radio host Walter Edgar for a lively conversation 
about the Senator’s long career in government. Senator 
Hollings will sign copies of his book “Making Government 
Work” after the presentation. 5 - 7 p.m., Auditorium.

8th - Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

8th - Hands-On Explorations. 12:30-1:30 p.m., 2:30-3:30 p.m., 
NatureSpace. 

8th - 9th - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

9th- Family History.  Learn about researching your roots at a 
meeting of the S.C. Genealogical Society.  3 p.m., Red Room.

15th - Museum Highlights Tours.  11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

15th - 16th  - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

22nd -  Member Discount Day! - Double your 10% discount  in 
the Museum Store, the Cottin Mill Exchange  

22nd - Museum Highlights Tours.  11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

22nd - Hands-On Explorations. 12:30 -1:30 p.m., 2:30-3:30 p.m., 
NatureSpace. 

22nd - Leonardo da Vinci Italian Street Fair. Celebrate 
all things Italian with this day of fine Italian food, music, 
children’s activities and much more! 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. See 
details on page 11.

22nd - Machines in Motion member day. Members receive 
FREE admission to Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in Motion 
today.

27th - Closed for Thanksgiving Day.

28th - 30th - Columbia Gem & Mineral Society.  The Columbia 
Gem and Mineral Society presents its annual show in its new 
location at the State Museum, featuring 26 retail vendors. 
Jewelry, beads, loose stones, fossils, minerals, gold, silver 
and tools will be offered for sale.  Admission for the event is 
included with museum admission: adults ($5); Seniors and 
Military ($4); Children 12 and under are Free!  10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday, 12 - 5 p.m. Sunday. 

28th - 30th  - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

29th -Museum Highlights Tours.  11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

December
6th - Museum Highlights Tours.  11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

6th & 7th   - Museum and a Movie.  2 p.m., Auditorium.

7th – Audience Participation Science.  1:30 p.m. and 
3:30 p.m., Science Theater.

7th - $1 Sunday. Admission only $1 today.

13th -  Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
2:30 - 3:30 p.m., NatureSpace. 

13th - 31st - Winter Fest.  Winter Fest kicks off with the Jack 
Frost Jubilee  with exciting holiday family activities. See details 
on page 12.

13th - 19th - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

20th  - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

20th - Hands-On Explorations. 12:30 - 1:30 p.m., 
2:30 - 3:30 p.m., NatureSpace. 

20th - 23rd   - Museum and a Movie. 2 p.m., Auditorium.

24th- 25th -- Closed for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  

26th - 31st -- Museum and a Movie.  2 p.m., Auditorium.

27th - Museum Highlights Tours. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

Military miniatures from all periods of history were on display at the Southeastern Toy Soldier Show Aug. 8
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Notes From our director, willie Calloway 
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20 years of  “South Carolina Under one Roof”
As the South Carolina 

State Museum’s 20th 
anniversary year continues 
in its final quarter, I would 
like to review the elements 
of celebration we’ve 
enjoyed so far this year.  

These past nine months 
have raced by, but a 
number of memorable 
events have taken place 
which have marked this 
year as a milestone in 
the history of your State 
Museum.

Those of you who have 
received mail from the Museum have no doubt noticed the 
colorful 20th anniversary stickers attached to the envelope, 
denoting the occasion.  The cheerful design has symbolized 
the celebratory nature of 2008 at the State Museum.

Residents of the Midlands have been reminded of the 
Museum each time they’ve reached for their AT & T phone 
books.  AT & T has acknowledged the importance of the 
Museum to the educational, recreational and cultural life of the 
state by featuring a photo of our historic building on the cover 
of its 2008 main directory, and another on its smaller, portable 
companion yellow pages directory.  We are grateful to AT & T 
for such recognition. 

The celebration continued in the presentation of our signature 
events. We held a special second edition of the popular Museum 
Road Show in July, and it proved to be the most well-attended 
event so far in our series of artifact identification and appraisals.  
People brought 477 items to be examined by experts in the 
fields of fine arts, books, silver and estate jewelry, war artifacts, 
decorative arts and more.

In addition, people are still enjoying our special anniversary 
exhibit, The South Carolina State Museum: 20 years of Treasures, 
which features artifacts from all 46 of the state’s counties.  Many 
of these singular items have never been on exhibit before.  The 
exhibit can be seen through March 29, 2009.   

The just-completed 20th Anniversary edition of our fun-
filled Fall Heritage Festival also was a big hit, with more 

bluegrass music than ever before from Bill Wells and the Blue 
Ridge Mountain Grass, the Papa String Band and the Carolina 
Rebels.  More than 20 artists and craftsmen sold their wares 
and showed off their skills at painting, pottery, turkey decoy 
carving, blacksmithing and more, even including tombstone 
carving!  Appalachian storytelling and clogging were added to 
the mix this year, plus, who can forget the four mouth-watering 
varieties of South Carolina barbecue!

Of course, the biggest event of the year was the amazing 20-
Hour Birthday Bash on Aug. 16, a free day for the whole family 
which drew an estimated 7,500 people to help us celebrate.  It 
was very gratifying to see families enjoying free amusement 
rides, TV characters Dora the Explorer and Blue from Blue’s 
Clues, music, dance, living historians and so much more.  

Many people stayed late to enjoy a wonderful fireworks 
display and a marvelous beach music party courtesy of our 
partners with the Beach Music Association International.  We 
also were pleased to host the Midlands Shag Club, whose 
members added to the festivities with their enthusiasm and 
skills at our state popular dance. 

It was great to see so many stay so long to enjoy their State 
Museum (a few hardy souls made it all the way to 5 a.m.!).  This 
kind of support gives us encouragement to keep up the good 
work for all South Carolinians as we prepare more great exhibits 
and events.

We’ll continue to celebrate with our upcoming Italian Street 
Festival on Nov. 22 (offered in conjunction with our new 
blockbuster Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in Motion) and our 
newest signature event, Winter Fest, now in its second year. 

In addition, we will once again host the 41st annual Gem, 
Mineral and Jewelry Show Nov. 28-30 in cooperation with the 
Columbia Gem & Mineral Society.   This unique event will feature 
geodes, fossils, beads, gold and silver, crystals, fine jewelry, rare 
gemstones and more for sale, or just for admiring and learning 
more about these natural and human-manipulated wonders.

As you can see, we have no intention of slowing down after 
two decades of service to South Carolina and its families.  As we 
plan a new year of exhibits and programs for 2009, we already 
are anticipating the next 20 years of wonderful offerings to the 
public, especially the upcoming capital campaign which will 
add to our facility a world-class observatory, planetarium and 
4-D theater.

We have a great future ahead of us here at the south Carolina state museum.  
We appreciate your support for these first 20 years, and we look forward 

to the next 20 with great anticipation.

Please join us, won’t you?
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Catered events at the State Museum just went from “special” 
to “extra special” thanks to a partnership recently inked between 
Dupre Dukes Signature Catering and the museum.

“The partnership with Signature Catering as our exclusive 
daytime caterer as well as our preferred caterer for evening events 
enables us to offer many more options,” said Scottie Ash, State 
Museum director of revenue.   “In addition to catering, they also 
will operate our Crescent Café.” 

The Crescent Café is located on the museum’s second floor 
mezzanine and offers sandwiches, soups and salads as well as 
baked goods and fresh fudge, made on-site.

Dupre Dukes Signature Catering is known for its smartly-themed 
receptions and menus like the one it recently created around a 
World War II theme for the museum. “The folks at Dupre Dukes are 
highly creative in the area of themed events. They have tremendous 
capabilities,” Ash said.  She added that Signature Catering will 
bring a wide variety of catering options to visitors who rent the 
museum’s facilities for special events.

A joint business venture, Dupre Dukes Signature Catering is 
owned by Columbia restaurateur Bill Dukes and caterer Dupre 
Percival of Catering by Dupre.

“The museum is a great asset in a great location. It’s affordable 
and it works. We are excited about being a partner with the State 

Museum,” Percival said.
Museum guests can expect an expanded selection of catered 

options from Signature Catering, which will be housed in a 
2,000-square-foot kitchen and state-of-the-art center off Bluff 
Road.  In addition, the company owns two large mobile “Rollin’ 
Kitchens” with the capability of feeding thousands of people at 
special outdoor events. 

For information about booking a special event and in-house 
catering at the State Museum, contact the facility events office at 
803-898-4922. 

state museum Announces 
Catering Partnership

A few months back, the State Museum staff was looking for ways 
to give the museum’s Web site a face lift and, at the same time, 
improve its effectiveness as a marketing tool. “The ultimate goal 
was to increase museum attendance through a ‘new and improved’ 
site,” said Webmaster Katie McLean.

Enter Aristotle Web Design in Little Rock, Ark. Aristotle already 
had a foot in South Carolina’s door as the designer for the state’s 
official tourism site, which it created for the S.C. Dept. of Parks, 
Recreation & Tourism.

“We have a reputation for our expertise in developing tourism 
Web sites for high-profile clients,” said Jonathan Eudy of Aristotle.

As the redesign process began, an important step was to identify 
key words commonly used in describing the museum and embed 
those words in pages on the Web site, southcarolinastatemuseum.
org. 

For McLean, some of the best features of the museum’s “new 
and improved” Web site are its “mores:” more user friendly, 
more informative and current, more image enriched, and more 
interactive. Another exciting aspect of the site is its use of “flash” 
animation to feature events and exhibits, McLean said. 

Some of the new features include access to videos, news releases 
and many more photographs via the new Media Room; attractive, 
rolling “flash” banners announcing the museum’s changing exhibits 
and a soon-to-be more interactive calendar of events.  

In addition, shoppers may make online purchases at the museum 
store.  In the future, guests also will be able to purchase admission 
tickets, memberships to the Museum and register for programs.

Eudy explained that a well-designed web site is “a terrific 
marketing tool because it can disseminate changeable content 

quickly and dynamically and be viewable worldwide.”
Eudy and McLean agree that a significant increase in “hits,” the 

number of visits people make to a Web site, is a good way to 
measure a site’s success. 

Since Jan. 15, 2008 the museum’s site has had 85,000 hits from 
114 countries, an increase of about 10 times. “We get hits from 
all over the world,”  McLean said.  “We went ‘live’ quietly until we 
saw everything was working, and now we want everyone to know 
about our dynamic new site.”

Aristotle’s goal was to position the museum as a must-see 
attraction for tourists visiting South Carolina as well as for area 
residents.  The State Museum’s Web site gives its visitors the width 
and breadth of what the museum has to offer.

To get the latest information on the museum’s exhibits and 
events, visit its new Web site at southcarolinastatemuseum.org.

“New and Improved” 
Web site Adds Interactive Features

Museum Director Willie Calloway, Dupre Perival of Dupre Dukes 
and State Museum Commissionaer Ernie Burger celebrate the 
new catering partnership.
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20 Years 
and Counting
Our volunteer program depends upon 

dedicated, knowledgeable folks who create 

excellent experiences for our guests.  The 

following volunteers have been with us 

since the South Carolina State Museum 

opened its doors 20 years ago:

Dorothy Alexander · Cotton Mill Exchange

Bob Arial · Curatorial

Virginia Bowers · Education 

Katherine Brandt · Education 

Jeanne Craig · Education 

Betty Fellers · Cotton Mill Exchange

Mary Frances Harris · Education 

Geneva Hines · Education 

Mac James · Education 

Pat McDermott · Education 

George McIntosh · Education /Foundation

Jack Meyer · Conservation

Linda Mittenzwei · Education 

Ouida Ott · Education 

Jan Shackelford · Education 

Thank you all for two 
decades of service!

Volunteer spotlight!

News From Volunteer Manager,
     Jennifer lee

Dot Connelly is not one for holding still: water aerobics teacher, dance lover…and docent 
for the State Museum!  She joined the Volunteer Corps more than seven years ago after 
seeing a call for volunteers in the newspaper.  “That was something I always wanted to do.”  
Having taught future social workers and with a perpetual thirst for knowledge, Dot jumped 
right in and became a docent.  While she has most often given cultural history tours, she 
professes a fascination for nanotechnology.  “And where else would I have learned about 
that?  Certainly not just sitting in my house!”

Many companies provide financial support when their employees, retirees, and immediate 
families volunteer for a non-profit organization.  ExxonMobil supports Dot’s volunteerism at 
the State Museum with a quarterly grant.  And what could be better than giving time - and 
money! - by supporting your State Museum as a volunteer?!  To find out more and see if your 
company offers matching gifts, please call Jennifer at 898-4912.

When the Education Department hosted W. A. Perry Middle School for the inaugural 
“YOUR State Museum” workshop, our volunteers were right there to give teachers and 
administrators a taste of what your State Museum can offer their students. The goal of the 
program was to inform educators of the lessons taught here, provide them with guidelines 
regarding reservations, and make them aware of the exciting new lunch options.  

Volunteers Jeanne Craig demonstrated her knowledge of the “First South Carolinians;”  
Mac James told of the horrors of the “Palmetto State at War;” Nancy Sams discussed the 
importance of archaeology in “Unearthing History;” and Beverly Brooks shared tales of 
“Colonial Life.”

Forty faculty members enthusiastically applauded the program.  Group Visits Manager La 
Ruchala Murphy commented, “The volunteers, as always, did a fantastic job of presenting 
their knowledge in their areas of expertise.  They were also very friendly and personable.  
The teachers enjoyed themselves immensely!”

Beverly Brooks both entertains and educates teachers from W. A. Perry with everyday life 
objects typical of the 18th century in South Carolina.

To join us in our ongoing adventures, please download an application from the
southcarolinastatemuseum.org, or call 803.898.4912 for more information.
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Foundation News

803.898.4937

2007-08 Board of Directors
David Hodges, Board Chair & 

Capital Campaign Committee Co-Chair 
Roger Blau, Ph.D., Board Chair-Elect & 

Trusteeship Committee Chair 
Dr. Scott Strohecker, Treasurer & 
Investments Committee Chair

Ann Holtschlag, Secretary
Gail Anastasion, Past Board Chair

Charlotte Berry, Capital Campaign 
Committee Co-Chair

Willie Calloway, Ex-Officio
Gray Culbreath, Ex-Officio

Lola Early, Ex-Officio 
Brad Campbell

Charles Cannon
Marsha Dargan

Sonya Duhe’, Ph.D.
Sue Erwin Harper

Jim Hazel
Valinda Littlefield, Ph.D.

John McCabe
Claire McGee 

George McIntosh
Ned Nicholson

Dot Poston
Jim Ramsey

Susu Ravenel
Alex Shuford
Linda Sinclair

Dan Sisson
Joey Ward

Roger Whaley
Dixon Woodward

 
Capital Campaign 

Honorary Co-Chairs
Charles F. Bolden Jr., Major General, USMC, 

NASA Astronaut (former)
Philip Lader, Former U.S. Ambassador to 

the Court of St. James’s
Dr. Charles H. Townes, Nobel Laureate in Physics

Mrs. Mary Wood Beasley, 
Former First Lady of South Carolina

Foundation staff
Adrienne Huffman

South Carolina Museum Foundation 
Executive director / State Museum 

director of development

Ashley Neininger
Capital Campaign Coordinator

Elizabeth Fortson
development Manager

Jennifer Thrailkill
Membership Manager

Ashley Bradford
Foundation Bookkeeper

Sarah Formyduvall
Executive Assistant

The Foundation Welcomes Its 
New Development manager

New Development Manager Elizabeth Fortson is a graduate of Wofford College, where she 
earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in Art History.  A native of Jackson, Georgia, located 45 miles 
south of Atlanta, she previously worked for the director of alumni and parents programs in the 
Development Office at Wofford. 

Since joining the Museum Foundation team, Elizabeth has initiated several positive changes to 
the South Carolina Museum Foundation Community Partners Program, formerly known as the 
Corporate Membership Program. The Community Partners Program levels are $1,000 and $3,500 
annually and benefits at both levels have been greatly enhanced. Community Partners joining at 
the $3,500 level receive the opportunity to sponsor the State Museum Signature Event of their 
choice and receive the marketing and visibility that comes with that sponsorship. 

This year offers some exciting new benefits and opportunities for Community Partners! If you 
are interested in becoming a Community Partner, or are interested in upgrading to become a 
Community Partner Sponsor, please contact Elizabeth Fortson at (803) 898-4992 or e-mail her 
at elizabeth.fortson@scmuseum.org. If you are a current Corporate Member, Elizabeth will be 
visiting you soon to personally explain the new program and enhanced benefits. Most of all, 
thank you for your support of the S.C. Museum Foundation. We hope you will continue to partner 
with the State Museum to offer innovative educational resources and opportunities to our diverse 
communities across the Palmetto State. 

Carol Pritchard
SC Department of Health and 

Environmental Control
Beverlina Thompson Pearson

Besse Pearson Jenkins
Maxie Eades
Lewis Hagler

Robert W. Carswell
Elaine Nichols

Artifact Donors
We would like to recognize the people and 

institutions who during the past few months have 
generously donated objects to our collection.  Their 
interest, support and  generosity have measurably 
assisted us in our efforts to continue to build the 

State Museum for South Carolina.

many Thanks

For sponsoring
TET: Military Victory, 

Political defeat
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Join us as we bring the future to South Carolina while 
preserving its past! 

• Recognition on Community Partners’ Palmetto Wall 
 in the museum lobby
  u More than 160,000 visitors and 70,000 
   schoolchildren visit annually 

• Four invitations to our annual Community Partners 
 Appreciation Reception

• Framed SCMF Community Partner recognition piece for 
 Community Partner’s office lobby

• $10 gift certificate to the Cotton Mill Exchange

• 50% discount off one facility rental 
  u For private corporate events

• 10 General Museum admission guest passes and 
 1 annual Community Partners program pass
  u CPP is the State Museum’s Community Partners 
   Program reusable general admission guest pass  
   valid throughout the year of membership

• “Friends of the State Museum” vehicle decal

• Community Partner Employee Family Day
  u Free general admission to Museum and group rate of $1 off 
   Blockbuster exhibit admission (applies to corporate 
employees 
   and immediate family members living in the corporate 
   employee’s household)
  u Business sign or banner will be displayed in the 
   lobby (sign or banner provided by 
   Community Partner)
  u 10% discount at Cotton Mill Exchange for properly 
   identified corporate employees visiting that day

• Tax Deduction
  u Tax deductible portion for this level is $940

PLuS media benefits bringing the total package value 
to $3,390

• Recognition on Community Partners’ Palmetto Wall in 
 the museum lobby
  u More than 160,000 visitors and 70,000 
  schoolchildren visit annually 

•Ten invitations to our annual Community Partners 
  Appreciation Reception 

• Framed SCMF Community Partner recognition piece for 
  Community Partner’s office lobby

• $25 gift certificate to the Cotton Mill Exchange

• 25 general Museum admission guest passes and 
   1 annual Community Partners program pass

• ONE free facility rental
 u For private corporate events
 u CPP is the State Museum’s Community Partners 
     Program reusable general admission guest pass 
     valid throughout the year of membership

• “Friends of the State Museum” vehicle decal

• One evening with three tours of the exhibit of your choice  
  u Light refreshments 
    u One evening with three tours- limit of 15 people per tour

• Community Partner Employee Family Day
    u Free general admission to Museum and group rate of $1 off 
   Blockbuster exhibit admission (applies to corporate 
employees 
   and immediate family members living in the corporate 
   employee’s household)
    u Business sign or banner will be displayed in the lobby (sign or 
   banner provided by Community Partner)
    u 10% discount at Cotton Mill Exchange for properly 
      identified corporate employees visiting that day

• Tax Deduction
    u Tax deductible portion for this level is $3350

PLuS media benefits bringing the total package 
value to $10,250

Community 
Partnerships

Your Community Partnership dollars support the State Museum’s exhibits, programs and events which impact lives, young and old, 
every day! As a Community Partner of the South Carolina State Museum, you enjoy many tangible benefits plus increased visibility and 
an enhanced corporate image as a strong community leader!

For more information call Elizabeth Fortson • S.C. Museum Foundation Development Manager 
803.898.4992 • elizabeth.fortson@scmuseum.org

$1,000 level Community Partner Benefits

$3,500 level Community Partner Benefits
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Give your friends and family a 
State Museum gift membership to 

enjoy ALL YEAR!

looking for the 
Perfect Holiday Gift?

special members-only offer!  
Get $10 off the Family/Grandparent level when 
you buy a gift membership!

Are you getting 
your monthly 

member 
E-Newsletter?  

If not, you could be missing 
out on special offers 

and invitations!  

Just e-mail membership@scmuseum.org 
with “subscribe member e-newsletter’ in 

the subject heading and list your name and 
address OR your member ID number in the 

body of the e-mail. 

It’s Easy!

Visit Facebook and 
MySpace then check out 
the Museum’s channel on 
YouTube! You’ll want to 
keep up with the museum 
as we add special offers, 
invitations and behind- 
the-scenes information 
to these new pages.
 

Join the 
state museum 
on social 
networking!

To purchase:  Visit the membership desk in the Museum 
lobby, call 803.898.4937, OR purchase online at 
southcarolinastatemuseum.org 



Museum Hours: Open Tuesday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sundays 1 - 5 p.m. 
Closed Mondays between Labor Day and Memorial Day, plus New Year’s Day, Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

301 Gervais Street, P.O. Box 100107
Columbia, S.C. 29202-3107

southcarolinastatemuseum.org • 803.898.4921
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