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Morningside Middle School Wins
2009 Dick and Tunky Riley
School Improvement Award

The SIC of Morningside Middle 
School (Charleston County School 
District) was named the recipient 
of the 2009 Dick and Tunky Riley 
School Improvement 
Award at an SC-SIC 
Awards Luncheon 
March 14th in Colum-
bia.

An urban Title I school 
in North Charleston, 
Morningside Middle 
cited among its SIC’s 
accomplishments dur-
ing the 2007-08 school 
year a greater focus on 
student achievement; a 
student reading compe-
tition; several student 
leadership programs; 
a student/teacher rela-
tionship building pro-
gram called “Bridges;” 
an expanded community 
carnival raising aware-
ness on assessment testing success; 
and a variety of programs to support 
the faculty. With the leadership of the 
school’s principal and its committed 
SIC members, this council has gone 
from virtually non-existent to exem-
plary in three years – mobilizing the 
entire school community to focus on 
improvement. 

“This is a well-deserved honor for the 
SIC of Morningside Middle School,” 
said SC-SIC Board of Trustees Chair 
Jeff Nicholson. “To see school 

administrators, parents, teachers, 
and community members working to-
gether as they have for the betterment 
of the school and its students is truly 

a testimony to what ef-
fective School Improve-
ment Councils are all 
about.”

The Dick and Tunky 
Riley School Improve-
ment Award was creat-
ed in 2002 to recognize 
the significant contri-
butions made to public 
education by the more 
than 15,000 School 
Improvement Coun-
cil (SIC) members who 
volunteer in every pub-
lic school in the state. 
The award is named in 
honor of former South 

Carolina Governor and 
U.S. Education Secretary 
Richard Riley and his 

late wife, Tunky, and recognizes the 
couple’s longstanding commitment to 
quality public education.
 
Presented with Honorable Mentions 
for the significant work of their SICs 
last school year were: The Children’s 
School at Sylvia Circle (Rock Hill 
School District Three); Hunt Mead-
ows Elementary School (Anderson 
School District One); Mauldin High 
School (Greenville County Schools); 
and Round Top Elementary School 
(Richland School District Two).

Kala Goodwine, Principal of Morn-
ingside Middle School, speaks of the 
valuable contributions made to the 

school by the Morningside SIC.

Delores Gilliard, principal of A.J. 
Lewis Greenview Elementary School 
in Columbia, and Carlos Primus, par-
ent vice-chair of the school’s SIC, were 
honored March 14th with the annual 
SIC Advocate of the Year Award.

Working together at the school for the 
last several years, Gilliard and Primus 

Principal/Parent 
Team Honored as 

SIC Advocates
of the Year

Delores Gilliard and Carlos Primus are con-
gratulated by SC-SIC Board of Trustees Chair 
Jeff Nicholson (far left) and SC-SIC Executive 

Director Cassie Barber (far right).
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Remember folk singer Joni Mitchell’s famous lyric, “You don’t know 
what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone?” For a while it looked like the SC School 
Improvement Council office might disappear with local School Im-
provement Councils not far behind. But the public education com-
munity stepped up to the plate to voice its support and recognition 
of the value of parent and community involvement in our schools. If 
there’s been a silver lining during this year of living and working in 
a storm cloud, this is it for me. 

As SC-SIC executive director I often talk with principals around the 
state, sharing with them the value of School Improvement Coun-
cils; how SIC volunteers donate their time, talent and treasures to 
support schools in countless ways; how they provide support that 
principals are unlikely to find anyplace else. Now I can speak from 
personal experience, because in our time of need I have seen that 
same kind of support from our SC-SIC Board of Trustees.

SC-SIC has a diverse Board of Trustees with members who hail from 
all corners of our state. Much like a local SIC, they represent differ-
ent educational, economic, and ethnic backgrounds, but they all have 
at least one thing in common – a deep and abiding commitment to 
public education and to their service to this office and its mission as 
members of our board. Just a reminder – the SC-SIC mission is to 
“promote and support civic engagement for quality public education 
in South Carolina”.

Like local schools, districts and other education programs, SC-SIC 
has suffered terribly this year with total budget cuts of more than 
30%. Yet we have much to celebrate! Our Trustees joined me and 
other staff members to present our budget request for next year to a 
House Ways and Means subcommittee. Legislators were impressed 
to see so many SC-SIC Board members in attendance and they re-
marked on the numerous calls they had received in support of SICs 
and the state office.

Our Trustees were also responsible for helping staff put together an 
impressive recognition luncheon for our Riley Award winners and 

Sometimes you don’t know what you’ve 
got ‘til it’s (almost) gone.
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Jeff Nicholson, SC-SIC Board of Trustees Chair, presents the Dick and Tunky Riley School
Improvement Award to the Morningside Middle School SIC. Shown from left to right are Dr. Wanda 
Marshall (Assistant Principal), Nicholson, Clara Heinsohn (Charleston County Schools SIC District Contact), 

Kala Goodwine (Principal), Sherrel Brown (SIC Chair), Patricia Pinckney (SIC Parent),
and Frank Russell (SIC Community Member).

Chairman Nicholson presents a Riley Award Honorable Mention to 
The Children’s School at Sylvia Circle SIC representatives Dominic 
DiFrancesco (Past SIC Chair), Sandra Lindsay-Brown (Principal), 

Merri Martin (SIC Teacher), and Melissa Rouse (SIC Co-Chair).

Nicholson presents a Riley Award Honorable Mention to Hunt 
Meadows Elementary School SIC representatives Nancy E. Prince 
(Principal), Alison Pearson (SIC Chair), Torie Tourtellot (Assistant 

Principal), Elizabeth Syracuse (SIC Parent and Past Chair), and
Will Tripp (SIC Parent).

Chairman Nicholson presents a Riley Award Honorable Mention to 
Mauldin High School SIC representatives  Ann Miller (Principal), 

Celeste Peay (Student Rep), Ken Peay (Past SIC Chair Ex-officio), and
Mike Guarino (SIC Chair).

Nicholson presents a Riley Award Honorable Mention to Round Top 
Elementary School SIC representatives Jeaneen Tucker

(Principal) and Gary Alexander (Past and Current SIC Chair).
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The Children’s School at Sylvia Circle, Rock Hill 
School District 3, Rock Hill

Rod Benfield, SIC Chair
Sandra Lindsay-Brown, Principal

This Montessori school’s SIC focused on closing the achieve-
ment gap for its very diverse student population. The SIC 
focused its attention on ensuring that the various subgroups 
met Adequate Yearly Progress – especially in Science. The 
Council’s efforts included recruiting a professor 
and honor students from nearby Winthrop Uni-
versity to provide tutoring; organizing a science 
fair; and putting together a school trip to the Space 
Camp in Huntsville, AL – with scholarships for 
needy students.  The results of these efforts were 
reflected in improved absolute and improvement 
ratings on the SC School Report Card.

Hunt Meadows Elementary School, Anderson 
School District One, Easley
Alison Pearson, SIC Chair
Nancy Prince, Principal

This small rural school took on some big challenges when its 
SIC created committees to focus on Strong Families, Beau-
tification and Data Collection/Grants. SIC members devel-
oped programs to help families gain information and assis-

tance regarding both physical and mental health 
challenges; it initiated a Garden Club, cleared the 
nature trail and identified the trees for the science 
teachers; and developed a system of data collec-
tion that has increased the school’s ability to suc-
cessfully apply for grants and awards.

Round Top Elementary School, Richland 
School District Two, Blythewood

Gary S. Alexander, SIC Chair
Jeaneen M. Tucker, Principal

Round Top is located in a rapidly growing suburban area 
that includes many residents new to South Carolina. The 
SIC developed a variety of strategies with this diverse popu-
lation in mind.  Activities focused on divisive traffic issues; 
a formal process that creates a commitment to academics 
among administrators, teachers, parents and students; a 
program to bolster ELA scores; and a survey to elicit feed-
back on teaching, testing and communication.  The SIC’s 
evaluation of these activities shows enhanced community 
support, improved traffic safety, a 41% increase in book cir-
culation, and a tangible method of providing feedback to 
teachers to enhance effectiveness.

Mauldin High School, Greenville County 
School District, Mauldin

Michael Guarino, SIC Chair
Ann Miller, Principal

The SIC from this large, suburban high school focused on 
creating a sense of community in a sprawling area with nu-
merous feeder schools and a positive identity for the school 
following considerable negative publicity from an incident 
perpetrated by a handful of students. The SIC developed 
strategies, engaged community partners and secured mon-
etary resources to launch a comprehensive public relations 
campaign.  This outreach has resulted in a newfound com-
munity respect for the school, greater participation of the 
community in the school, and increased student engage-
ment in community activities.

Riley Award Honorable Mention Schools
Demonstrate the “Power of Many”

Honor Roll SICs in spite of the loss of our annual conference budget. Board members are taking more responsibility in 
their local areas for promoting, supporting and visiting local SICs to fill in the gaps created by our staff reduction in force. 

SC-SIC Trustees seem to be everywhere these days, sharing their resources, giving their time 
and supporting public education every chance they get. Local SICs and this office have enjoyed 
increased media attention as everyone begins to understand the power of engaging people in 
our schools. 

We don’t yet know how our state budget crisis will be resolved but I’m seeing SICs stepping up 
to meet the challenge in schools all over the state alongside our statewide Board of Trustees. 
And I’m grateful.
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have spearheaded a series of SIC-sponsored programs and initiatives to involve 
families and various segments of the community in the success of the school.

“Mrs. Gilliard is a rare combination of an effective administrator, a lifelong ed-
ucator and a compassionate individual,” said SC-SIC Executive Director Cassie 
Barber. “Her work and commitment exemplify true advocacy for public schools, 
their students and their families.”

A career educator with a Masters degree and certification in reading, elementary 
education and administration, Gilliard has served as principal of Richland School 
District One’s A.J. Lewis Greenview Elementary School since 1996. Previously a 
classroom teacher, curriculum resource teacher, and an assistant principal, 
Gilliard has also taught at the college level.

Under her leadership, the A.J. Lewis Greenview Elementary SIC was the recipient 
of the 2005 Dick and Tunky Riley School Improvement Award.  Following this 
recognition, Gillard made presentations at various regional SIC training sessions 
throughout the state and appeared on ETV in an SC-SIC sponsored segment pro-
viding tips on becoming an effective SIC and sharing the A.J. Lewis Greenview 
experience with others.

Gilliard, along with her school’s SIC, has been a driving force behind a strong 
outreach effort in the Greenview community to increase parental – particularly 
male – involvement in the school. Donuts for Dads, the DADS (Dads Are Doing 
Something) program, NPLB (No Parent Left Behind), and the Annual Male Lead-
ership Conference are a few of the collaborative efforts that she and the SIC have 
implemented to make a real difference in the lives of the school’s parents and 
children. These efforts were recognized when the A.J. Lewis Greenview SIC was 
named Outstanding Volunteer Group by Richland School District One in 2006.

“Carlos Primus embodies the true spirit of parental involvement. He is a commit-
ted advocate for the achievement of our children and for school improvement,” 
said Barber. “His dedication is consistent and wide-reaching.”

An honors graduate of Claflin University with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Organizational Management, Primus has been employed with Colonial Life & Ac-
cident Insurance Company in Columbia for eight years, most recently serving as 
Lead Training Facilitator and Coordinator for the Senior CSR Team in the Policy-
holder Services Department.  

He is very active as a parent, community member and advocate on behalf of chil-
dren, currently serving as Chair of the St. Andrews Middle School SIC in Richland 
School District One. Primus has also volunteered at the school with the Lunch 
Buddies and Junior Achievement programs, and presently serves as Vice Chair of 
the A.J. Lewis Greenview Elementary School SIC, and as Vice-Chair of the Board 
of Trustees for the SC School Improvement Council. He is also a member of Rich-
land One’s district-wide SIC, its Governmental Relations Committee, and its Stra-
tegic Planning Committee.

During his tenure as Chair of the A.J. Lewis Greenview SIC, the SIC was honored 
with the 2005 Riley Award and the 2006 Richland School District One Volunteer 
Group of the Year award. Working closely with the school’s principal, Delores 
Gilliard, Primus has integrally helped the Lewis Greenview SIC reach out to its 
parents and greater community through a series of innovative and effective pro-
grams.

“SIC Advocates of the Year”
continued from pg. 1

The SC-SIC Board of Trustees has 
honored Greenville child advocate 
and public education activist Nell 
Stewart with its first “Mover and 
Shaker” Award.

The award, pre-
sented at the 
SC-SIC Awards 
Luncheon March 
14th, was given in 
special recogni-
tion of Stewart’s 
“ longstanding 
and unflagging 
commitment to 
our state’s chil-
dren, schools and 
communities.” 
Stewart was also given the title of SC-
SIC Trustee Emeritus.

A letter to Stewart from State Super-
intendent of Education Dr. Jim Rex 
State stated, in part, that Stewart has 
“demonstrated a commitment to pub-
lic education in this state that is rarely 
surpassed.”
 
A member of the SC-SIC Board of 
Trustees for seven years, Stewart has 
served as chair and immediate past 
chair of the statewide organization 
during a period of unequaled growth 
and challenge. Her countless volun-
teer activities range from her dedi-
cated work as a Guardian ad Litem, to 
her advocacy for public education and 
her enthusiastic support for local law 
enforcement.

Stewart has served on several School 
Improvement Councils in Greenville 
County and has held leadership posi-
tions with a variety of other organiza-
tions including the Roper Mountain Sci-
ence Center; National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children; Commission 
on Consumer Affairs; Greenville Tech-
nical College Board of Directors; Com-
munities in Schools-Greenville; and the 
Alliance for Quality Education.

Greenville
Activist Nell Stewart 
Honored as SC-SIC 

“Mover and Shaker”

Nell Stewart, SC-SIC 
“Mover and Shaker”
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It’s only money. So why is it such a problem?
We all know what money is. Using it wisely is 
another matter. That’s why the South Carolina 
Council on Economic Education (SCCEE) is of-
fering Jump On It!, a new financial literacy ini-
tiative for parents, teachers and students.

Parents are their children’s first teachers; their 
role in educating youngsters about money is critical. If a parent 
is comfortable with money, his or her child will be. So, the more 
parents know about how to handle money, the more their children 
will know. 

With this in mind, SCCEE has designed a special program for par-
ents to help make their children “financially fit.” A combination of 
educational sessions and student skits, the program can be part of 
an SIC meeting or other community activity. To request the free 
Jump On It! parent program, go to SCCEE’s website at www.sce-
conomics.org and click on the “Jump On It!” link on the left side 
of the homepage.

In addition to the parent program, SCCEE is designing a Jump On 
It! website with helpful information on talking with children about 
money and the economy. Tips include the following three easy 
steps to help children build healthy saving and spending habits:

Step One: Plan a trip to the bank to open or add to a savings ac-
count. Discuss the monthly statement so your child can see the 
gradual effect of time and interest on the balance. 

Step Two: Set savings goals and teach 
your child about the expression “pay yourself 
first,” or setting aside a percentage of the money 
for saving before doing anything else. Financial 
advisors recommend saving 10-15 percent of 
income. A child can build savings from an al-
lowance or cash gifts in a piggy bank, then plan 

regular trips to the bank to make a savings deposit.

Step Three: Keep talking about money so your child is comfort-
able with the idea. Research shows that a parent is a child’s most 
influential teacher. It’s never too early or late to start exposing 
your child to an economic way of thinking.

SCCEE also is offering the free booklet How to Raise a Money 
Smart Child. Published by the Jump$tart Coalition, the booklet 
is a guide to helping K-12 students learn about the importance of 
setting financial goals and making wise money choices. Topics in-
clude allowances, creating a budget, checking accounts, and much 
more. To order a copy, go to www.sceconomics.org and look un-
der “Resources” on the SCCEE homepage.

If you have questions about the parent program or want to learn 
more about the teacher and student components of Jump On It!, 
contact SCCEE at 803-777-8676.
 

Michele Reap, Communications Coordinator
SC Council on Economic Education
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