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INTRODUCTION 
 

This years vacation reading theme Funtastic Reading sets the state for a fun and lively 
summer of reading and programming in public libraries across the southeast.   
 
The art for the program was created by author and illustrator, Phoebe Stone. Read more 
about her and listen to an interview with her done by public radio at her website: 
http://www.phoebestone.comm/.  Her use of the circus as an underlying theme of the art  
should appeal to children. 
 
The FUNTASTIC READING Vacation Reading Program is a cooperative project of the 
Alabama Public Library Service, the Georgia Public Library Service, the Mississippi 
Library Commission, the South Carolina State Library, and The Library of Virginia.  
 
The editor would like to express appreciation to library staff in all five states that 
submitted material for this handbook. 
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Planning and Promoting the Vacation Reading Program 
 

Note: Some libraries use the term vacation reading program; others use summer reading; 
in this handbook, the term vacation reading program will be used.  
 
Parts of this section were reprinted or adapted from Summer Reading Repertory: Your 
Starring Role in a Great Season by Bobbie Morgan, Consultant for Children, Parents 
and Family Literacy at the Georgia Public Library Service. 
 
 

Why Vacation Reading is Important 
 
Vacation reading programs combine two activities:   
 Independent reading or shared reading with another family member. 
 Programming to enrich children’s experiences and to encourage children/families to 

visit the library.  
 
Studies have shown that school-age children who continue to read throughout the long 
vacation from school maintain or improve language, vocabulary and reading skills. 
Children who do not read are more likely to lose reading and language skills. Vacation 
Reading plays an important role in encouraging children to read when they are not in 
school.  
 Provides a wide variety of books and reading materials at no cost.  
 Helps maintain and improve skills while stimulating the imagination through 

books and literature-related programs. That puppet show or music presentation 
expands children’s ideas about literature, words, and creativity. 

 Is grounded in the idea of reading for enjoyment, pleasure, and at one’s own pace.  
 
The reading program supports emergent literacy development by providing a read-to me 
program that encourages parents and others to read with young children.  
 
Vacation reading emphasizes the library as a place for fun and enjoyment.  
 
Storytellers, singers, puppeteers, musicians and others help to bring literature and 
language alive for children. Good programming often leads children to find books and 
other items that explore a topic. 
 
Vacation reading provides the opportunity to encourage reading and talking about books.  
 
Vacation reading increases circulation as well as creating opportunities for good 
publicity. 
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Suggested Timetable for Vacation Reading 
 

       July 
 Make notes about anything that is not working in the current program. Think 

about how to make improvements while it is still fresh in your mind. 
 Collect comments and quotes from parents, caregivers, children and community 

organizations about the positive impact of the program. 
 
August-September 
 Compile statistics for report to your library director/board and to your State 

Library. 
 Decide on the number of materials needed for the following year. 
 Analyze this year’s program and write down recommendations for next year. How 

could you involve more children? Is there something that would improve it? 
 Write thank you notes and a report of how money/donations were used to those 

who provided support  
 

October-November 
 Review the program theme for next year. Check what materials you have to 

support it.   
 Begin working on orders for additional books and other materials needed. 
 Develop budget for next summer’s program. 

 
December-January 
 Decide on any additional incentives and get them ordered. 
 Review printing budget and determine number of flyers and handouts to print 
 Review plans and needs with your supervisor/director and request support.  
 Review money available for program and determine what additional funding is 

needed. 
 Make a list of potential contributors, including the Friends of the Library. 
 Plan visits/contacts to any outside contributors and Friends of the library 

organization 
 Finalize dates and structure of program.  
 Line up any special performers before their schedule is full. 

 
February 
 Create flyers and other handouts to promote the program. 
 Begin planning programs and their activities. 
 Plan school visit activity such as a talking about the reading program, story, 

puppet show, etc 
 Confirm all dates with performers and provide contracts for them to sign. 

 
March 
 Line up any local speakers. 
 Order craft and other materials needed. 
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 Begin contacting day camps, park and recreation departments, Head Start and child 
care centers, home school groups, and others about the upcoming reading program. 

 Schedule school visits for April and May. Be sure to request permission to distribute 
flyers, etc., from the schools. 
 

April 
 

 Prepare flyers to give out at schools and in-house promotion.  Count them out in 
sets for a typical class size. Include samples of vacation reading materials for 
teachers. 

 Provide flyers to businesses.  
 Plan bulletin boards and displays and get materials needed. 
 Begin to recruit teen and other volunteers. 
 Make a contact with the local newspapers. 
 Depending on local school schedules, begin to publicize the program. 

 
May 
 Hand out a bookmark or flyer at the circulation desk 
 Follow up with newspapers and radio and television stations to schedule 

interviews 
 Have an orientation with all public service staff to explain the program’s 

procedures and requirements. Thank them for their support. 
 Put up displays and bulletin boards.  
 Promote the program to people using the library. 
 Use a banner or large sign outside library buildings to promote the program. 
 Have training/orientation for volunteers. 
 Send out news releases early to mid-month depending on when schools finish 

 
Late May—Early June 
 Kick off the vacation reading program. Plan a kick-off event that will attract 

attention. 
 Write an article or letter to the editor for the local newspaper to encourage 

registration. 
 Begin registration. 

  
Planning the Vacation Reading Program 

 
Planning early lets children’s staff, other staff, volunteers, other community agencies and 
organizations know what the library is doing and allows time for them to make 
suggestions and offer contributions that can make it even better. Planning begins with 
evaluation of the previous year’s program and thinking about ways to improve it while it 
is still fresh in people’s minds.  
 
Toward the end of the program ask children of varying ages and parents what they 
enjoyed about the program and if there was anything they did not like. This can be done 
informally or by using a survey.  
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 Did they like the “prizes”? 
 Did they attend programs? If yes, what was their favorite? If not, why? 
 What did they like most about the program? Least? 

 
Talk with staff outside the children’s department as well as branch staff about any 
problems they encountered.   
 Were there procedures that required too much extra time at the circulation desk? 
 Is there something they would like to see done differently? 
 What is their perception of how families responded to the program? 

 
Think about how children’s services functioned during the program. 
 Was the amount of programming offered too little, too much, or about right? 
 Was program attendance what you expected? 
 Were staff available to help children select books or was limited staff doing so 

much programming the children’s area was unattended or understaffed? 
 Did programs require too much time in staff preparation? Be sure the time is 

justified by the quality of the experience. 
 Did the requirements work to keep children reading but not overwhelm them? 

 
Did the program work for the children? Were the reading requirements reasonable but a 
little bit challenging?  Too few requirements make children feel any rewards are 
meaningless. Too many requirements make children who are slower or less proficient 
readers feel that the requirements are unattainable. 
 
Use the information gathered to help plan for the next year.  Even when the library has a 
successful formula, making some small changes can help keep the program fresh. 
 
Offer something on an evening or weekend that will draw families into the library. 
Children who are involved in daytime activities might come to a weekly movie night or 
family story program.  With parents’ work schedules, many children are unable to come 
to programs in the morning or afternoon.  
 
Create a committee to help plan the program with representatives from children’s 
services, branches, bookmobile, and circulation.  Their varied roles within the library 
give people different viewpoints about the program.  This also helps give more staff a 
sense of ownership in the program.  
 
Program procedures and requirements should be the same in all library locations. Some 
adaptations may be necessary for the bookmobile. 
 
It is also a good idea to get input from people outside the library. Staff at local arts 
councils, park and recreation departments, school library media centers, extension 
services, and the local chamber of Commerce may have good suggestions for promotion 
and ways to work together.  Their ideas can help make your program stronger, and 
involving them will make it more likely they will support and promote what the library is 
doing. 
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Be sure every staff member understands how the program works in your library and why 
it is important. Let them know that the children’s department appreciates their efforts and 
work to make it successful. The time spent in gaining the support and enthusiasm of all 
staff is time well spent. 
 
As part of planning, there are some important dates you will want to know: 
  
 Dates for standardized testing (this affects scheduling of school visits). 
 Date school ends in each school district and private schools. 
 Summer school schedules. 
 Dates vacation reading registration will begin and end. 
 Days of the week when programs will be scheduled. 
 Dates of any special events to open and close the program. 
 Other community events that could affect program attendance. 
 Print deadlines for local newspapers, school and community newsletters. 
 Date for beginning distribution of promotional materials. 

 
Set a date for beginning the vacation reading program, but it is not necessary to have a 
closing date for registration. An arbitrary date for closing registration may eliminate a 
child who is away at the beginning of the school vacation. 
 
Registration gives children a sense of joining something. It also provides data about the 
number of children, their age range, and the schools they represented. The latter is helpful 
in knowing which schools need visits the following year. Posting weekly the number of 
children registered can help publicize the program. 
 
Keep registration simple so it is not staff intensive. You will probably want to include 
name, age, and school. Here are a few suggestions. 
 Set up a special registration table or area of the circulation desk at the beginning 

of the program. This makes children feel it is something special. A teen volunteer 
could man the desk. 

 Give children something when they sign up—reading record, bookmark, etc., and 
maybe a small incentive. 

 Try online registration 
 

Maintain a notebook or folder where all the planning information, contracts or 
agreements with speakers and performers is kept. Later, copies of any publicity, news 
releases, promotional materials, photographs, and any comments or evaluation by staff, 
children, parents, or others can be added. This is very helpful in doing a final evaluation 
of the program. It also provides good information for planning for the next year.  
 
Try to keep rules FLEXIBLE and REASONABLE. Allow a child to register early or 
finish late when family vacations, camps or visits to another parent interfere with sticking 
to the library’s vacation reading schedule. 
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In thinking about plans for the program, ask some questions: 
 
 Does the program fail to appeal to children eight and up because it seems geared for 

preschool and primary children? Can you create an older readers’ division with some 
special activities. 

 
 If your library doesn’t have one, should you add a program for teens (middle and high 

school)?  Ask what would make them interested in participating in vacation reading. 
If you have a teen advisory group let them plan the teen vacation reading program 
activities.  

 
 Is the program the same for all ages?  If children start participating at age three, and 

there is no difference in how it is structured for preschool and older children, it may 
not appeal to a nine- or ten-year old. 

 
 Are requirements for completion or rewards discouraging for slow readers or children 

who don’t really love to read?  
 
 Is your program structured so children can come to the library anytime to receive any 

rewards for reading? 
 

 Do prizes and rewards appeal to children? 
 
 If interest flags halfway through the reading program, is there a need to plan ahead to 

regenerate interest part way through vacation reading with a special program, 
drawings for prizes, or other activity.  

 
This may be the year to try a new approach such as: 
 
 Emphasizing reading rather than focusing heavily on programming. 
 Counting time read instead of books. 
 Adding a component that rewards family reading with a special sticker or stamped 

certificate.  
 Using regular drawings for prizes as incentives. 
 Challenging the community to a group reading goal and tracking progress in the 

children’s room by letting children put something up for so many minutes read. 
 
As increasing numbers of children are being required to attend summer school, libraries 
need to think of ways to involve these children in the reading program.  Talk to the 
principals or media specialists. Participation in the reading program can be encouraged 
by the teachers as an activity to help strengthen reading skills.  
 

Reaching children in summer child care programs 
 
 Encourage child care staff to bring children or come to the library regularly and to 

check out books.  Make sure they have information about getting library cards.  
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 Encourage child care staff to set time aside for reading every day. 
 Involving both preschool and older children in child care programs over the summer 

can help reach more children. In some cases the library provides the reading program 
materials, and the child care programs do the record keeping. Contact centers in early 
spring to explain the program and encourage participation.  

 
If the library can’t accommodate groups from child care programs in your regular 
summer program, consider having one or two large group programs especially for child 
care centers. This could be a program with a singer, puppeteer, or storyteller, a video 
festival showing some quality videos children don’t get to see often, or anything else 
suitable for a large group. Some libraries offer such activities for child centers that 
participate in their vacation reading program.  Others invite any child care center.  Be 
clear whether this event is for preschool or school age children and take reservations so 
you are not overwhelmed   
 

Vacation Reading for Listeners: The Read-to-Me Program 
 
Most public libraries include preschool children in the vacation reading program.  
Parents, older brothers and sisters, or other adults can read to young children.  Make the 
program for children who listen to someone reading to them a little different from the 
program for readers.  This makes it special for the younger children, and children moving 
up to the reading program see it as something new and at least a little different. Even 
though the materials may be the same, the rules can vary. 
 

Establishing Goals and Objectives 
 
Setting some specific goals for each year can help libraries focus on activities designed to 
strengthen their program. Goals may address an identified need or focus on making some 
changes to give the reading program a new look. For example a goal could address 
increasing the percent of children using the library or having X number children get their 
own library cards during the reading program.  Another type of goal would be to have 
more programs or to have staff more consistently available to help children select 
materials.  
 
One reason that this is important is that those who support your program—the library 
administration, board, Friends groups, business supporters or others—like to see that the 
program is doing what it claims to do.   
 
Here are examples of objectives and, in parentheses, the kinds of activities that will help 
libraries meet them. 
 
 To increase the number of children registering for the program by ten percent over 

last year (increased publicity, more contact through schools). 
 To increase the number of children completing the program by fifteen percent (the 

program’s structure is designed to encourage children who join to complete the 
program, flexibility on ending dates, staff encouragement of children). 
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 Focus on three schools in areas where participation is low (school visits, letters to 
parents distributed by school, asking teachers to encourage children to participate in 
the program by sending them letters, explaining the benefits of vacation reading and 
its connection to reading skills). 

 To decrease by twenty percent the number of children who sign up but never come 
back to borrow books or attend a program (have an incentive for the first book read, 
drawings throughout the program, publicity throughout the program). 

 
At the end of the program, evaluate its success in terms of accomplishing the vacation 
reading goals and objectives in addition to counting numbers participating. 
 
To determine the goals and objectives look at the previous year’s statistics, as well as the 
comparative statistics in other libraries if these are available. Identify areas of the county 
where participation is below average. This will help staff decide on goals or objectives 
for the coming year. 
 

Program Structure 
 
Successful programs can be structured a variety of ways. Changing the way the program 
works can be one way to reinvigorate your program. Structure can range from an open-
ended program to a clear system of requirements and rewards.  Some libraries choose to 
use incentives throughout the program, while others don’t feel they are effective or 
appropriate.  However the program is structured, it is important to appeal to a wide 
variety of children, including those who don’t like to read all that much or who have 
some reading difficulties.  The child who loves to read will read with or without a reading 
program. For other children, vacation reading can help them develop reading competency 
and confidence, both of which are important for the enjoyment of reading. 
 
Setting requirements for any prizes can be challenging. Set them too high, and many 
children get discouraged. Set them too low, and children have no sense of 
accomplishment. Most libraries use one of three types of requirements: number of books 
to be read, number of minutes/hours to read, or choose your own requirements – 
individual contracts. Here are some of the positives and negatives of each method. 
 
Numbers of books 
 Easy and straightforward. 
 For read-to-me programs, it is easier for parents to count the books they read with 

their children. 
 Doesn’t address the varied length and difficulty of books.  
 Often encourages children to read below their reading level in order to complete 

requirements. 
 When children reach the required number of books, they often feel they are done 

reading for the summer. 
 
Number of minutes/hours read 
 Puts the focus on reading regularly. 
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 Equalizes the program for the child who reads many short books and the one who 
reads fewer longer or more difficult books. 

 Requires parents or child to keep track of time spent reading. 
 Is less intimidating to children who are slower readers. 

 
Contracts. 
 The child decides how much he/she wants to read and signs an agreement. 

Completing the contract means they have completed the program. 
 Requires more time in signing children up for the program. 
 Individualized for each child. 

 
However, the library structures its requirements, don’t focus on who can read the most.  
For a reluctant or slow reader to read two or three books may be as great an 
accomplishment as it is for the child who loves to read to read fifty books. Children 
whose favorite thing to do is to read will naturally spend all the time they can reading.  
Their pleasure in it is its own reward. Vacation reading should really be focused on 
helping all children learn to enjoy reading more. 
 
Encourage children to keep reading for the entire summer vacation even if the library’s 
program officially lasts only part of that time.  There may be a few children who still 
want to complete the program after the deadline, and libraries should try to be flexible.  
 
The reading program and programs for children are two separate things.  While 
programming is often tied into the reading program theme, attendance should not be a 
required part of being in the reading program. There are children who cannot get to the 
library for programs, but who can come to check out books. Libraries may want to create 
an incentive to attend programs or visit the library weekly, but in general, reading 
program rewards should not be tied to program attendance.   
 

Awards and Incentives 
 

Children like to be recognized for their efforts. Using incentives to encourage children’s 
participation is a standard part of most vacation reading programs. Incentives can be 
simple or elaborate. Your library may choose to use stickers, pencils, or other 
inexpensive items to mark steps in vacation reading. Many libraries solicit donations, 
often in the form of food coupons, from local businesses.  Some libraries also solicit 
donations for regular drawings for prizes. Weekly drawings can be effective in 
motivating children to visit the library weekly in order to enter.  
 
However, incentives do not have to be something with monetary value. Children usually 
respond to simply being recognized. Set aside a place to display names of children. 
Create a sign or display related to the theme. When a child reaches a level of achievement 
(books or minutes read), they get to add their name or a theme-related cutout with their 
name on it to the display.  They can add stickers or stars to show other levels of 
accomplishment.  
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Have a group challenge. Offer to do something if a total number of books or hours are 
read over the length of the reading program. This could be anything from doing 
something silly to having a special program.  
 
Put something up on a large bulletin board or wall for children to mark for every so many 
minutes or books read.  A good way to do this is to have a long piece of paper around the 
room with little squares or other shapes forming a line or path.   For each hour the child 
reads, for example, he or she can color in a square on the line. At the end of the program, 
there will be a total number of hours or books read represented, which is a great visual 
representation of the time spent reading. 
 
Have a guessing jar. Let children guess the number of objects on each visit. Give a prize 
to the child with the best guess. Change the objects weekly or monthly and start again. 
Let children put their name and telephone number in a jar on each visit and pull names 
weekly for prizes. 
 
Send names of children who participated or completed requirements to their school when 
school starts. Encourage schools to recognize the children in some way for reading during 
the summer. 
 
Changing the way your library rewards reading from year to year keeps the program 
fresh. 

 
Many award certificates and other prizes to children as they complete the program 
requirements since children do not necessarily come to an awards party or come back 
later to get their award. Always encourage children to keep reading and coming to the 
library. Some libraries arrange to have awards presented at schools after school begins 
again.  If this is what the library wants to do, arrangements with the school should be 
made in the spring so you know you will be able to do this in the fall. To do this, you 
must get the name of the child’s school when they register for vacation reading. 
 
If you are planning to request funds from the Friends of the Library, make your request 
well in advance of when you need the money.  Explain how the funds will benefit 
children and families. Be aware of the Friends of the Library priorities. All requests 
should be made through the Library Director. 
 
Reinforcing the value of books and reading and encouraging the enjoyment of reading 
should be the main focus of the program. Use rewards, but in ways that keep the focus 
more on the reading than on the reward. 
 

How to Seek Donations from Local Businesses 
 

If you and the director decide to solicit help from local business, use these guidelines. 
 
 Make a list of businesses you wish to contact and the person to contact. 
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 Prepare a one-page summary explaining what vacation reading is, how it benefits 
children, and the number of children you expect to be involved to give potential 
donors. 

 Make  requests specific. Instead of asking a bank for a donation, ask them to help 
underwrite a program or ask for something like a starter savings account of a certain 
amount for a prize. 

 Keep a list of the people, organizations, or businesses who were contacted, their 
address, telephone number/e-mail, the person with whom you talked, date of contact, 
results, and how any money is used. 

 Thank everyone you contact whether they give a donation or not. 
 If the donor has regular customers, such as a bank or retail store, see if it would be 

possible to provide some flyers about the program for people to pick up. 
 
When coupons are donated, ask the donors if they know the redemption rate at the end of 
the program. That gives the library information about the value of the contribution and 
whether the incentive was effective.  
 
In your publicity, thank donors. Be sure to write each donor a thank you note. 

 
Planning Programming 

 
The amount of programming may vary from just two or three programs during the 
reading program to several each week. Your libraries priorities as well as financial, staff, 
and space resources determine this.    Some librarians want all programs relate to the 
theme. Others see programs as a separate activity and make only a loose connection. 
 
 Plan around staff strengths and abilities.  It is better to do fewer programs or 

activities well rather than many programs, which are hastily put together.  Enlist 
staff with special interests or talents who are not part of the children’s department.  

 If branch staff is responsible for its programming, cooperative planning and 
sharing of ideas can save time. Have each branch develop one or two programs 
and share them with other branches. 

 Begin or end with a splash. Have a big special program to kick off vacation 
reading or a special event to mark its end. 

 Always have books and other materials on display that relate to the program topic.  
 Make the calendar predictable. Have programs for the same ages at the same time 

each week. 
 It is generally better to have programs every week for a certain number of weeks 

rather than having them every other week.  
 Take advantage of resources in your community. Keep a file of individuals, 

groups and agencies that could provide a program on a topic. People with 
hobbies, knowledge of places, or any topics of interest to children are good 
sources for programs.  

 Count the number of children attending. This figure can help you plan for next 
year. 
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 Print a calendar with the schedule for the reading program, hand it out when 
children sign up for the reading program, and place additional copies around your 
community. If branches have separate schedules, be sure to have some copies of 
nearby branches’ schedules and special headquarters programs at each location. 

 
Set age limits as needed. For some programs, it is appropriate to set age limits so that 
activities match the children’s interests and abilities. One puppet show might feature 
stories for young children, while another might be best for older children. Be clear in 
publicity about the age range for which the program is targeted so that those attending 
will enjoy the program.   
 
This is also true for programs involving crafts. Children too young to do a project fairly 
independently result in either frustration or monopolizing someone to help them. 
Programs involving crafts take more staff or volunteers for hands-on assistance.  Preteens 
and teens just past the children’s vacation reading club age can make great volunteers. 
Parents may also be willing to help.  
 
Hiring storytellers, magicians, puppeteers and other performers.  
 Be sure that both the performer and the library staff understand each other’s 

expectations. Ask specific questions about the intended audience. If a performer says 
the program is for children in a certain age range, it is the library’s job to promote the 
program that way. 

 Protect both the library and the performer by having a simple contract that includes 
dates, times, program content, performer fees, etc.  

 
However, you decide to structure your vacation reading program, keep the focus on the 
children enjoying reading and programming at the library. Recognize the limits of what 
you and your staff can do, and avoid scheduling more programs and activities than you 
can handle. If you plan well, it will make the program less stressful for the staff and more 
enjoyable for all. 

 
 

Promoting Vacation Reading 
 
Increase emphasis on promotion and advertising with activities such as:   
 Hanging vacation reading banners in front of the library or have a banner hung 

across a street in town. Both serve to remind people about vacation reading.  
 Purchase some paid advertisements in local newspapers. Libraries have found 

that paying for an ad often results in better coverage of events.  Friends of the 
Library groups might pay for advertising. 

 Print enough bookmarks, flyers, or letters to parents to go to every elementary 
school child. 

 Increase emphasis on reading for fun and enjoyment.  
 Use activities such as weekly or monthly guessing contests or stamping reading 

records each week with a different stamp. This can keep children coming to the 
library on a regular basis.   
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Publicity should stress reading, not just the dates and times of programs. 
Programming can be a great addition to vacation reading, but it should not be the primary 
focus of the program. Be sure that children and parents understand that they can join the 
vacation reading program without attending programs or attend programs without joining 
the reading program. This recognizes that some children may not want or be able to do 
both, but can still enjoy the library during the reading program.  Vacation reading and 
programs should complement each other.   
 
 

Ideas for Launching a Vacation Reading Program  
 

 Start early and partner with local schools, Head Starts, childcare providers, faith 
institutions and Department of Family & Children’s Services offices to encourage 
children and families to come to the library to participate in the Vacation Reading 
Program. (Partnership Letter Template) 

 Encourage organizations with children’s programs to partner to bring the Vacation 
Reading Program to their organizations. Have their staff read to the children, monitor 
the reading logs, and compile a list of children eligible for reading incentives. The 
children can visit the library on a regular basis for programs or special checkout times 
where a librarian will be on hand to provide reader’s advisory services. Discuss the 
possibility of having a special van or bookmobile stop for the facility during the 
Vacation Reading Program. Consider bringing a special literature based program to 
the facility for the kickoff or celebratory ending for those children participating. 
(Participating Institution Letter Template) 

 Provide local school media centers and after-school programs with Vacation Reading 
Program promotional materials (posters, bookmarks, reading logs, program 
schedules) and library information to distribute prior to the end of the school year. 

 Host a kick-off event and invite the community and local media. Be sure to provide 
good visuals for the media, such as children and staff in costume or local “celebrities” 
reading stories. 

 Hold a contest, the winner of which receives the privilege of officially “unveiling” the 
artwork at an opening ceremony. 

 Develop a community-wide goal for the program in terms of the number of books 
read or hours spent reading. Create a “read-o-meter” on signs inside and outside the 
library and on the Web site to chart the community’s progress toward the goal. 

 Create a friendly competition by creating a challenge among groups – for example, 
one branch against another, one county against another, one school against another, or 
one age group against another for who can reach their goal first. Ask the local 
newspaper or radio station to announce which group is in the lead at regular intervals. 
The group that wins receives special recognition or prizes. 
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 Ask your local newspaper to run a teaser where each week a portion of the Vacation 
Reading Program poster is revealed from beneath a black box. Or, the newspaper 
could create a puzzle from the poster artwork and print a puzzle piece each week that 
readers can cut out and put together. 

 
 

Budgeting for the Vacation Reading Program 
 
 A vacation reading program costs money-- printing flyers and other publicity, 

program supplies, and performer/speaker fees and expenses. Library staff often has to 
be creative to find or raise money for special programs.  

 Investigate whether another agency, such as the arts council or the recreation 
department, would be interested in co-sponsoring a special program. 

 Many Friends of the Libraries groups are very generous in their financial support of 
special programs.  

 Some libraries have had success in getting local business to support or underwrite 
performances.   

 Contact neighboring libraries to see if they are interested in the same performers.  
Having two or more performances in one area on the same or adjacent days can mean 
a reduced rate for each library.   

 
Keep track of all expenses for reporting purposes as well as for future planning. If 
additional funds to make the program more successful are needed, a request should be 
presented to the director shortly after the end of the vacation reading program for the 
following year. It is important to make the request before the library’s budget request is 
completed.  

 
 

Tips on Scheduling 
 

Plan school visits early.  Schools will not welcome visitors near dates for standardized 
testing. They may also have end-of the-year field trips and special activities 
 
 Know about other events in town, such as: 
 Community celebrations and festivals    
 Summer school schedule 
 Parks and recreation programs 
 Pool hours 

 
In the library, plan ahead. 
 Schedule events on a regular schedule to create a library habit. 
 Plan for extra circulation staff to handle the rush to check out books when programs 

end. 
 Book the meeting room for one half to one hour before and after the program. 
 Keep the camera loaded. 
 Invite the newspaper to special programs. 
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 Invite contributors to see the program in action. 
 Take staff vacations into account when planning. 

 
 

Vacation Reading on the Bookmobile 
 

Flexibility is the key for a successful vacation reading program on the bookmobile. Some 
of the plans for branch and headquarters vacation reading program structure may need to 
be modified for bookmobile customers. Few bookmobiles have the time on the schedule 
or the space to do programs and outdoor programs in the summer heat are not a realistic 
option. 
 
Here are some easy ways to make vacation reading special on the bookmobile: 
 Stamp each child’s hand each time they come on the bookmobile. 
 Have a guessing jar to let children guess the number of items in a jar.  Use a plastic 

jar or container and items that won’t melt.  Give a small prize to any child who 
guesses within so many of the correct number of items.  

 Have a couple of riddles each week related to the theme and see if children can get 
the answer. 

 Provide copies of directions for simple craft activities related to the theme. 
 Give children puzzle or coloring sheets from the manual. 
 Have a book ready to read to interested children if there is time. 
 Have an autograph book of vacation readers that children sign when they join the 

program. 
 Put names of the children on the walls and ceiling. 
 Take photographs of vacation readers and display them. 

 
 

Volunteers and Other Community Resources 
 

Volunteers can be a great source of assistance with vacation reading programs. Parents 
may be willing to help out at programs.  If you need regular assistance, try to enlist one or 
two parents to help each week. Youth 11 to 15 are too young for jobs, but too old for 
most day camps and other activities. They often enjoy volunteering and working with 
young children. Many of them also need to do some community service to meet a school, 
or other organization requirement. 
 
Here are some jobs that teen and other volunteers could do for your library during the 
vacation reading program: 
 
 Read with beginning readers. Have them available at certain times and advertise it 

well.  This helps the young children reinforce skills. 
 
 Help with craft materials. Older kids and teens can prepare materials ahead of time 

by cutting out or counting times. On the day of a program they can lay out the 
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materials, distribute them to children and help supervise and assist one group of 
children. They can also help with clean up. 

 
 Help with vacation reading registration. Some libraries put an older child or teen at 

a table or desk and let them register children for the program, check reading records, 
etc. This frees the regular staff up for reader’s advisory and children’s reference 
work.  Schedule teen volunteers for the busiest time of the week and have some other 
things they can do if it is quiet at that time. 

 
 Assist at programs. Volunteers can do many things including welcoming children, 

counting attendance, sitting with restless children, and helping with activities or 
crafts. If volunteers are going to assist with craft activities, in particular, make sure 
they are familiar with the project.  

 
 Do program activities. Form a teen puppet or drama group and let the group put on a 

play for younger children. They will also enjoy doing reader’s theater for children’s 
programs. Be aware that this kind of project will take time to supervise. 

 
 Help with end of vacation reading parties. If you have a good group of preteens or 

teens, they may even be able to do a lot of the planning and preparation for this. They 
will know songs and fun activities that they enjoyed just a few years before.  

 
 Help with general library routines, such as shelf straightening, setting up book carts 

for shelving, and other tasks that may get pushed aside during the busy summer 
weeks. 

 
Suggestions for working with volunteers: 
 
 When recruiting volunteers, have an application form and take time to interview them 

and to have them ask questions.  This will help volunteers understand exactly what 
their role and responsibilities will be. 

 Take time to train volunteers and give them adequate supervision. A training session 
for all volunteers on vacation reading can be very helpful. 

 Let them know what your expectations are. The library is providing teen volunteers 
with a work experience. It is important to try to make it a positive experience for all 
volunteers and for the library. 

 Ask volunteers to commit to a minimum number of hours over the summer.   
 Have a notebook where volunteers record the time they arrive and leave. This will let 

you know how many hours each contributed, and it teaches them to be on time.  
 Make sure volunteers know to call the library if they can’t make it when they are 

scheduled. Call to remind them when you are really counting on their being at the 
library for a program or special event. 

 Thank them every time, and if you can, have an end of the reading program thank you 
party with simple refreshments.  
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 Give volunteers a certificate or letter that indicates the number of hours that they 
volunteered. Teens can use this to meet volunteer service hour requirements for 
school or organizations. 

 Provide the library administration with a total of the volunteer hours contributed to 
the program. 

 
 

Involving Children with Special Needs in the Vacation Reading 
Program 

 
Involving children with disabilities or other special needs in reading programs may take a 
little extra effort; and, in many cases, it will require flexibility and accommodation. It 
will require some extra work to be sure that families know that the program includes their 
children. Parents of special needs children as well as special education teachers and 
community organizations that work with the disabled can also help you learn how to 
adapt programs and activities to these children’s abilities. 
 
When a visually impaired child comes to the library: 
 Identify yourself when speaking. Ask if assistance is needed in finding materials or a 

program.   
 Make children aware of any physical barriers, such as furniture and items low to the 

ground.  
 Share information about activities that are going on in the library and encourage them 

to attend. If you have visually impaired children at programs, provide some tactile 
activities and carefully describe objects or pictures as needed. 

 Ask if they are aware of services of your state’s Talking Books Services, where they 
can get books on tape or Braille at no charge. 

 
Serving hearing impaired children and parents: 
 Provide program information in writing.  
 If you have a staff member who signs, ask that person to help with communication. 

By learning even a few signs, you will make a child feel more comfortable.  
 It is fine to communicate with paper and pencil or by typing on the computer.  
 Some children can read lips. Face them at all times and speak slowly and clearly but 

do not raise your voice.  
 At programs, make sure hearing-impaired children are seated at the front and in the 

center at programs.   
 ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) requires that libraries provide an interpreter 

for programs. You may ask the hearing impaired to let you know in advance that they 
will be attending.  

 Hearing impaired children may require high interest, low vocabulary materials 
because hearing disabilities cause a delay in the development of language and 
vocabulary.  

 Allow children to substitute other materials for books, such as captioned videotapes 
or magazines.  
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Developmentally delayed and learning disabled children, as well as those with 
attention deficit disorder, may also require some accommodation to successfully 
participate in the program.   
 Allow disabled children to keep track of their reading in a way that is comfortable for 

them.  
 Use tactile awards such as puffy stickers or a cut-out shape.  
 Adjust requirements as needed to make it possible for the child to participate and 

complete the program. Using time spent reading as a criterion for awards makes the 
program more appropriate for these children. 

 
If your building is physically accessible use the access symbol on all publicity. 
 
When disabled children come into the library, communicate as much as possible with the 
child instead of the adult with them. Make them feel welcome, offer assistance, be 
flexible, and treat them as much as possible like any patron.  
 
An excellent way to publicize your program to the disabled is through special 
education and reading teachers in the schools. Because many of these children and 
their families are not used to activities being accessible, it may take a special effort to 
attract them to the library. Schools cannot provide the library with lists of names, but may 
be willing to send letters about the vacation reading program home with children. Let 
teachers and parents know their children are welcome and your willingness to adjust the 
program to meet their needs. 

  
Some Basic Principles for Vacation Reading Promotion 

 
 Devote as much time to planning good publicity and promotion as to planning 

activities and programs. If they don't know it's happening, they will not come. 
 
 Keep the message simple and direct. Focus on the importance, joy and value of 

reading. Focus on reading rather than on the prizes.  In the end, reading is its own 
reward. The small incentives are an extra. 

 
 “Sell” the program to parents. Remember that in most cases, it is parents who 

decide if a child will participate in the reading program.  
 
 Begin planning publicity early. Schedule school and other visits well in advance.  

 
 Target some publicity at teachers and caregivers, who can help promote the 

program to children. 
 
 Continue publicity throughout the program. Re-publicize the reading program at 

the end of June or early July when participation tends to start falling off. This helps 
remind people about the program, and the publicity may reach additional families 
who missed the first publicity efforts. 
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 Focus on what you believe will attract children and families to the library.  
 Portray reading as an adventure.  
 A general positive newspaper article can be more effective than an article that lists all 

events scheduled or winners of contests.  Invite the press to attend a program or 
special event. 

 Talk about the importance of reading during the long school vacation to retain and 
build fluency in reading and reading for fun and relaxation. 

  
 Be clear and direct with your message.  Proof your copy and edit it so that the 

important information gets the attention.  Always think about your target audience 
and address different audiences in different ways.  The newspaper, for example, will 
get the attention of parents, not the children. 

 
 Ask the newspaper to do an editorial or feature about reading, addressed to 

parents, mentioning the reading program as something they can do to encourage 
reading. Use the children’s page if your newspaper has one. 

 
 Focus publicity efforts outside the library walls.  

 
 Be positive. Focus on the fun of reading rather than the requirements.  

 
 

Promoting the Vacation Reading Program in the Schools 
 
There is no better place to reach the children than through the schools and child care 
programs in your service area.   At school, students are a captive audience. Parents are 
also likely to read things sent home from school.  The schools need to see your visits as 
something that will directly benefit the students and not just as a favor for another 
community organization. Because working with the schools to promote vacation reading 
is so important, here are a few ideas to make it work.   

 
 Provide flyers for every student and a more detailed information sheet for each 

teacher. Send a copy of the flyer in advance to the district office and request 
permission to distribute it. 

 
 Take posters to every school at least two to three weeks before the end of school.  

Ask school staff to put posters in a prominent place. 
 
 Send information about vacation reading to every school. Provide the information 

in camera-ready form and ask that it added to the newsletter. Include something about 
how vacation reading can help reading skills. Ask the principal to include an 
endorsement and encourage children to join the vacation reading program.  

 
 Some school districts are willing to include information about the vacation 

reading program in final report cards. A letter to parents signed by both the library 
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director and school superintendent stressing the importance of reading over the school 
vacation could be very effective.  

 
 Encourage schools to make a connection between any school vacation reading 

challenge and the public library reading program. If the school wants children to 
bring in a list of books they read, ask them to encourage children to join the reading 
program and bring the reading record to school at the beginning of the school year to 
show what they have read.  

 
 Make school visits. Plan and schedule school visits well in advance.  Contact district 

offices for permission, then contact principals or media specialists to make 
arrangements  

 
Some librarians go all out for these visits, dressing up to fit the theme or doing a 
special puppet show, skit, or story. However, even a short, straightforward 
explanation of the program can be effective.  Carrying a puppet, singing a song and 
showing at least some of the materials can help spark interest.  You can ask a few 
riddles or trivia questions to get children involved. 

 
 Sometimes, a school will let you appear on its in-school television show, make an 

announcement over the public address system, speak or do a skit or short story at 
an assembly, or visit classrooms.  

 If you have to target certain schools, choose ones where participation in the 
reading program has been low in the past.  

 Include private schools and homeschoolers in your promotions.  A local home 
school group or association can help get the message out to families. 

 
 

Sample School and Radio Public Service Announcements 
 

Provide these or other daily announcements to local schools. Ask them to include them in 
their daily announcements during the last few days of school. 
 
Add a telephone number or website address and adapt to your library. 
 
Sample School Announcements 
 
Ask schools to run a different one each day for the week before school gets out. 
 
 
#1 School is almost over! That means it’s time to head to the ___________________ 
Library and sign up for the summer vacation reading program, FUNTASTIC READING. 
FUNTASTIC  READING – a cool way to spend hot summer days! 
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#2 Don’t miss out on the fun this summer vacation at the ________________ Library. 
Run on down and join the FUNTASTIC READING Vacation Reading Program. Read 
whatever you like and earn prizes. FUNTASTIC VACATION READING – a cool way 
to spend hot summer days! 
 
 
#3 It's the end of school and here come those lazy days! Make them FUNTASTIC by 
joining the FUNTASTIC VACATION READING PROGRAM at the _____Library. 
Starting ______ your days can be filled with books, movies, games and other activities at 
the library.  Call today for more information! FUNTASTIC VACATION READING – a 
cool way to spend hot summer days! 
 
  
#4 School's out for summer! Let the fun begin! Join the FUNTASTIC VACATION 
READING PROGRAM. Come to the______ library and read the books you like, earn 
prizes and have lots of cool activities on these hot summer days! FUNTASTIC 
VACATION READING – a cool way to spend hot summer days! 
 
 
#5 It’s the last day of school—hooray!—but not the last day to read! Hurry down to the 
________________Library and sign up to be a summer vacation reader. Read books, 
earn prizes, come to fun programs. FUNTASTIC VACATION READING – a cool way 
to spend hot summer days! 
 
 
 

Promoting the Vacation Reading Program in the Community 
 

 The more places you promote the library and the vacation reading program, the 
more people who will know about it.   

 
 Try to arrange for information about the reading program and library 

programming for children to be included in community calendars such as 
newspapers, including any special summer activity supplements, other organization’s 
newsletters, and church bulletins. 

 
 Use sponsors such as a major media outlet and/or community business. 

Sponsoring groups can help with promotion. 
 

 Prepare a public service announcement (PSA) for any local radio stations.  
 
 Contact other organizations involving youth, such as Boy and Girl Scouts, 

YMCA’s, and recreation and parks with information.  
 
 Hang posters in the community in places such as stores, banks, child care facilities, 

swimming pools, and laundromats.  Always ask permission to hang a poster. Posters 
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should be put out into the community only two to three weeks before the program 
starts.  

 
 Share information with the local home schooling association and ask if 

information can be put in the association’s newsletter. 
 

 Ask merchants or schools to put a message about vacation reading on their 
marquee sign. 

 
 Have a banner made to hang across a main street. These can usually only be hung 

for a short time, but after that, hang it outside the library for the rest of vacation 
reading. Use a general summer vacation reading phrase rather than the theme so it can 
be used year after year. 

 
 Publicize the program throughout the summer to remind people that it is still 

going on.   
 

 
Creating Promotional Materials 

 
 Use the artwork to help promote the program. Many libraries, especially those in 

smaller communities, can get newspapers to include the logo in an article about the 
program, which helps draw attention to the information.  These can be blown up, 
reduced, and otherwise manipulated to have the effect you want.   

 
 Make flyers and other handouts look as professional as possible.  

 
 Double-check all flyers for accuracy before printing. Be sure you have the right 

dates and times for program schedules.  Since it is sometimes difficult to catch your 
own mistakes, have someone check it that did not create the flyer.  

 
Promotion in the Library 

 
If you really want to get the word out, the children's librarian cannot be the only person 
promoting the program. The entire staff needs to be involved in promoting vacation 
reading. A staff member saying, “Have you signed up for the reading program?”  to 
every child is some of the best publicity the program can get. 
 
 Ask to discuss program plans at a staff meeting. Clearly explain how the program 

works, and show staff any prizes and rewards children can earn during the reading 
program.  Be sure every staff member understands that vacation reading benefits 
children. When staff understands why vacation reading is important, they can be more 
enthusiastic about promoting it. 
 Encourage everyone at the service desks to do his/her part in promoting the 

program by telling parents and children using the library about FUNTASTIC 
READING 
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 Give all staff a brief written summary of how the program works.  
 Thank staff in advance for the extra work they may do during the vacation reading 

program. 
 
 
 Do something to attract children's attention. 
  Have a special place to sign up and an eye-catching display.  
 Let children sign their names on a special poster or display as they join the 

program. They like to see their names, and it lets people using the library know 
about the reading program. 

 Display posters throughout the library, not just in the children’s area. 
 
 

Newspaper Publicity 
 
Getting good publicity in local newspapers is important. Here are some hints to help be 
successful in obtaining newspapers space. Identify the person responsible for community 
news, including the library. Request a meeting to talk about what kinds of information 
they want. Emphasize your interest in making the public aware of the services of the 
library.  

 
 Build a positive relationship with the newspaper. Occasionally write a note to thank 

the newspaper for doing a good job on a story. Avoid calling with complaints about 
inaccuracies unless they are really important. Larger libraries need to have one 
contact person for publicity. If the media has questions about a story, they will then 
know whom to call. 
 

 
Radio and Television Publicity 

 
Local radio and television programming often includes interviews with community 
members about upcoming events or community services. If you know a program on 
which you would like to appear, contact the station and ask for the person who books 
guests for that program. Otherwise call stations, explain what you are trying to promote, 
and ask if there is a program on which you could appear.  
 
Try coordinating publicity for vacation reading with nearby libraries if they are served by 
the same stations.  
 
Doing the interview  
 Bring a brief written description of the program and the information you want to 

share with the public. You will have only a short time, if any, to brief the person 
doing the interview, and this sheet gives the interviewer the information needed to 
conduct the interview.  

 Be prepared to discuss not only what the library will be doing but why.  
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 Target your comments to the primary audience that listens to that program or 
station. 

 
You can also request that the media run the public service announcements (PSA's) 
provided for the program and ask them to put information about the program on 
community bulletin boards. Local cable stations, for example, which many people check 
regularly, often include community announcements, which are scrolled across the screen 
with frequency.  
 
Try to make any public service announcements "ear"-catching so people will listen. A 
clever public service announcement will often be given more airtime and will be better 
remembered by listeners.  Make PSA’s no longer than thirty seconds in length.  
 
 
 SAMPLE PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT (15seconds) 
  

Name of Library 
Address 

 
 

Release Date: May 15 through June 10 
 
 
Contact:   ______________________ 
           Librarian 
           222--4000  
 
Number of words: 47 
Announcement time: 15 sec. 
 
 
[Indent paragraph and double space] 
 
It’s summer vacation reading time at ____name of library ____. Kids ages ____to ____ 

are invited to sign up for reading fun.  Read books and earn prizes. Come to programs 

with games, movies, stories, and more. Come by the library to sign up for summer 

vacation reading today.  

Note: This is a generic radio spot.  Include the theme and make the language fit the theme of the 
year. 
 
 
. 
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Sample Public Service Announcement  
 
15 seconds 
  
Release date:  
 
Contact:  
 
Number of words: 48 
    
Announcement time: 15 seconds  
 
 
Fabulous Funtastic Summer Vacation Reading is happening at the _______  library. Kids 
ages_____ to ______ are invited to sign up for summer reading filled with games, movies 
stories and more! Read books you like and earn prizes. FUNTASTIC VACATION 
READING – a cool way to spend hot summer days! 
 
 
 
Sample Public Service Announcement  
15 seconds  
 
It's time for FUNTASTIC vacation reading at the ________ library. Kids ages_____ to 
_____ are invited to sign up to read books, attend programs and earn prizes. 
FUNTASTIC SUMMER VACATION READING – a cool way to spend hot summer 
days! 
 
Sample Public Service Announcement  
30 seconds  
 
 Looking for something cool to do this summer? Join the FUNTASTIC SUMMER 
VACATION READING PROGRAM at the _____ library. We have funny books, gross 
books, action books, ghost stories, mysteries and more. Make this a FUNTASTIC 
SUMMER by reading! It's all happening this summer at the _______ library. 
FUNTASTIC SUMMER VACATION READING – a cool way to spend hot summer 
days! 
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SAMPLE NEWS RELEASE 
 
Type on library letterhead 
Date: 

 
From:  Name,  
 library,  
 phone and fax:                      Release Date: 
 
 
Children can join the free FUNTASTIC READING Vacation Reading Program at the 

______________________ Library beginning on May ___.  Add one or two sentences 

about the theme. Public libraries across _______STATE____ are planning special 

programs for children to make the summer fun for children and to encourage them to 

keep reading. 

 

Children may sign up for the reading program beginning _______________.  When they 

register, children receive a special booklet to keep track of what they read this summer.    

 

The vacation reading program is held annually during the long school vacation to 

encourage children to read and enjoy books all summer long. Reading helps children 

retain and improve their reading skills, explore anything from outer space to imaginative 

fantasy, and laugh and share the experiences of children just like them. At the library they 

will also find books, videotapes, and other materials to explore almost any subject that 

interests them. 
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Younger children can also participate in vacation reading by having a parent or someone 

else read to them.  For preschoolers, the program helps build their listening and reading 

readiness skills by encouraging parents and children to spend time reading together. 

 

The Summer Vacation Reading Program is a cooperative program of public libraries in 

Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, South Carolina and Virginia.   

 
For more information and a schedule of special activities visit the  
 
____________________ Library at  ________________________ ,  call ________ or  
 
visit the library’s website at www. ______________. 
 
 
 
 
Whatever you decide to emphasize in publicity take time to plan it carefully and make it 
count toward bringing children into the library. The best-designed program in the state 
can fizzle when people don't know about it. Use as many techniques as you can to get the 
word out to as many people as possible in the service area. 
 
 
Sample Letter to Teachers (Change the text to fit the structure of your program.) 
 
Dear Teacher, 
 
The _____________________ Library is once again participating in a statewide vacation 
reading program during June and July. The theme for the 2005 program is FUNTASTIC 
READING.  Children can register for the reading program and participate in activities 
and programs. FUNTASTIC READING activities and programs are offered free of 
charge to any children in __________ County. The vacation reading program begins on 
_______ and ends on _______. 
 
The vacation reading program encourages children to keep reading during the long school 
vacation. As you know, reading during the school vacation is important for children in 
order to maintain and improve reading skills. This is a time for children to read whatever 
they want and an opportunity to read about what interests them. Children joining the 
summer vacation reading program can earn small prizes for time spent reading.   
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The program also supports your school’s efforts to have every child become a successful 
reader.  Research shows that children who read during the summer have significantly 
increased vocabulary scores in standard tests administered in May and again in 
September, whereas children who take a vacation from reading are likely to have scores 
decrease. 
 
Children can sign up at any library or on the bookmobile, beginning on ___date ___.  A 
flyer with dates and times for library programs is enclosed, along with a sample of the 
materials children will get when they participate.  
 
We hope you will take a few minutes to share the materials with your students and 
encourage them to join the library’s reading program and to read all summer long. 
 
We also want to invite you to come to the library this summer. The children’s librarian 
will be happy to show you some of our many new books that you may want to share with 
your students during the next school year. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at (phone/e-mail address). 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
_______________ 
Children’s Librarian 
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Parent Handout 
 

HELPING YOUR CHILD TO ENJOY READING DURING THE SUMMER 
VACATION 

 
As a parent your support and involvement is an important part of your child’s summer 
reading success. Here are some ideas that can help make this summer’s reading program 
a fun and positive experience for your child. 
 
♦ Help your child set a realistic goal for summer vacation reading.  Agree on a time 

that will be spent reading each week or a number of books that your child will try to 
read during the school vacation.  

 
♦ Establish a regular time for reading in your home for all members of your 

family. Having a set time several times a week when everyone reads for fifteen to 
thirty minutes shows your children that you value books and reading. 

 
♦ Offer to share stories with your children. 
 
♦ Encourage your children to share favorite stories with you. Reading aloud to an 

adult or telling a story allows the child to practice important skills of oral reading and 
comprehension. 

 
♦ Talk about books together. Tell your child about something you have read and let 

her tell you about what she is reading. Occasionally read something your child has 
enjoyed. 

 
♦ Appreciate all the books your child selects, even the ones that look “too easy.“ 

Like adults, children like to read some books that are fun and effortless to read. 
 
♦ Read aloud to your child. Even when children are able to read, they still enjoy 

listening to books read aloud.  Reading a chapter or two of a children’s novel every 
day also helps increase children’s listening skills 

 
♦ When you are on long car trips, read a book aloud or listen to a book on tape as 

a family. It’s a great way to pass the time. 
 
♦ Bring your child to the library often. In addition to books and other materials, the 

library offers special programs for children throughout the summer.       
 
Add information about how to get a library card as well as the name, address, and phone 
number of the library 
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FUNTASTIC READING BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Parts of this bibliography were done separately by different librarians so there is some duplication of 
titles in various parts of the bibliography.  

 
Part 1A: FUNtastic Reading Circus Preschool List 

(The entire list may be purchased for around $300.00 and is  
supported by a complete program included in the manual.) 

 
Bonfils, Bolette. Peter Joins the Circus. Crocodile Books : 9/1994. ISBN: 156656154X 
 
Bridwell, Norman. Clifford At The Circus. Scholastic: 1/1985. ISBN: 0758767072 
 
Bronson, Linda.  The Circus Alphabet. Henry Holt : 5/2001. ISBN: 0805062947 
 
Clements, Andrew. Circus Family Dog. Clarion : 4/2000. ISBN: 0395786487 
 
Dodds, Dayle Ann. Where’s Pup? Penguin: 3/2003. ISBN: 0803727445 
 
Ehlert, Lois.  Circus. HarperCollins: 3/1992. ISBN: 0060202521 
 
Elya, Susan Middleton. Say Hola To Spanish At The Circus. Lee & Low : 4/2000.  ISBN: 
188000092X . Text in English and Spanish 
 
Falconer, Ian. Olivia Saves The Circus.  Atheneum : 10/2001. ISBN: 068982954X  
 
Falconer, Ian. Olivia Saves The Circus (Olivia La Reina Del Circo). Lectorum : 1/2002. 
ISBN: 1930332203 
 
Fleischman, Paul. Sidewalk Circus. Candlewick Press : 3/2004. ISBN: 0763611077. 
 
Halsey, Megan. Circus 1-2-3. HarperCollins Juvenile Books : 9/2000. ISBN: 
0688171052 
 
Harris, Sue. Circus Surprise: 6 Fantastic Glitter-Foiled Pops!. Candlewick : 5/2003. 
ISBN: 0763620122 
 
Hill, Eric. Spot Goes to the Circus. Putnam : 6/1986. A Lift-the-flap book. ISBN: 
0399213171 
 
Johnson, Crockett. Harold's Circus. HarperCollins : 5/1981.ISBN: 075872697X 
 
Jordan, Denise M.  Artistas De Circo (Circus Performers. Heinemann Library : 3/2002. 
ISBN: 1415529981 Text in Spanish. 
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Jordan, Denise M. Circus 1 2 3. Heinemann : 5/2002, ISBN: 1588105458 
 
Jordan, Denise M.  Circus Clown ABC. Heinemann : 5/2002. ISBN:1588105466 
 
Jordan, Denise M. Circus Clowns (Payasos De Circo). Heinemann Library : 5/2002. 
ISBN: 1588107981. ]Text in Spanish 
 
Jordan, Denise M.  El Circo 1 2 3 (Circus 1 2 3. Heinemann Library : 7/2002.  ISBN: 
141552999X. Text in Spanish.  
 
Kastner, Jill. Barnyard Big Top. Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing: 10/1997. 
ISBN: 0689804849 (used only) 
 
Millman, Isaac. Moses Goes To The Circus.  Farrar & Straus Giroux : 3/2003.  ISBN: 
0374350647 
 
Murphy, Stuart J. Circus Shapes. HarperTrophy : 1/1998.ISBN: 0758760558 
 
Paul, Ann Whitford. Little Monkey Says Good Night. .  Farrar & Straus Giroux: 4/2003. 
ISBN: 0374346097 
 
Piper, Walter. The Little Engine That Could. Putnam : 3/1978. ISBN: 1404610642 
 
Prater, John. The Greatest Show on Earth. Candlewick Press: 3/1997. ISBN: 0763601055  
 
Priceman, Marjorie. Emeline At The Circus. Alfred A. Knopf : 4/1999. ISBN: 
0679876855 
 
Rey, H.A See the Circus. Houghton Mifflin : 3/1998. ISBN: 0395906954 
 
Schumaker, Ward. Sing a Song of Circus. Harcourt: 4/1997. ISBN: 0152013636 (used 
only) 
 
Seuss, Dr. If I Ran the Circus. Random House Books for Young Readers : 10/1956. 
ISBN: 039480080X 
 
Sheppard, Jeff. The Right Number Of Elephants. HarperCollins : 1/1992. ISBN: 
1413102328 
 
Slate, Joseph. Miss Bindergarten Plans A Circus With Kindergarten. DUTTON : 7/2002.  
ISBN: 0525468846 
 
Slobodkina, Esphyr. Circus Caps For Sale. HarperCollins : 4/2002. ISBN: 0060296550  
 
Wood, Audrey. Silly Sally.  Harcourt : 3/1992. ISBN: 0152744282 
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Yaccarino, Dan.  Deep In The Jungle. Simon & Schuster : 3/2000. ISBN: 0689822359  
 
Submitted by:   Name: Charmette Kendrick, Children’s Librarian,  
Library: Chattahoochee Valley Regional Library System, Georgia – North Columbus 
Branch Library  e-mail: ckendrick-kuhn@cvrls.net . phone: (706) 649-1150 
 
 
Part 1B: FUNtastic Reading--LIONS 

(The entire list may be purchased for around $300.00 and is  
supported by a complete program included in the manual.) 

 
Non-fiction: 
 
NF Aardema, Verna. The Lonely Lion and the Ostrich Chicks: a Masai Tale. Random 

House Children’s Books, 1996. ISBN 0679869344 (only used copies available) 
 
NF Denis-Huot, Christine.  Lion:  The King of the Beasts (Animal Close-ups).   

Sagebrush Bound, 2001.  ISBN 0613351703. 
 

NF Hodge, Deborah.  Wild Cats.  Sagebrush Bound, 2001.  ISBN 0613164458. 
 
NF Kendell, Patricia. Lions (In the Wild).  Raintree, 2002.  ISBN 0739849077. 
 
NF Long, Laurel.  The Lady & the Lion:  a Brothers Grimm Tale. Dial,  2003.   

ISBN 0803726511. 
 

NF Wisniewski, David.  Sundiata:  Lion King of Mali.  Clarion Books, 1999.   
ISBN 0395764815. 

 
Picture Books: 
 
PB Conover, Chris.  The Lion’s Share.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2003.    

ISBN 0374444811. 
 

PB Fatio, Louise.  The Happy Lion.  Knopf Books for Young Readers, 2004.  
ISBN 0375827595. 
 

PB Kasza, Keiko.  The Mightiest.  G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2001.  ISBN 0399235868. 
 
PB Kessler, Brad.  Brer Rabbit and Boss Lion:  A Classic Southern Tale, 2004.   

ISBN 1591977606.  
 

PB Steer, Dugald. Snappy Little Numbers. Derek Matthews, Illustrator. Silver 
Dolphin, 2002. ISBN 1571459057  
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PB Van Fleet, Matthew. One Yellow Lion: fold-out fun with Numbers, Colors, 
Animals. Dial books, 1992. ISBN 0689848366 

 
PB Waber, Bernard.  Lion Named Shirley Williamson.  Sagebrush Bound, 2001.  

ISBN 0613285549. 
 
PB Weeks, Sarah.  If I Were a Lion.  Atheneum, 2004.  ISBN 0689848366. 
 
PB Yaccarino, Don.  Deep in the Jungle.  Atheneum/Anne Schwartz Books, 2000.   

ISBN 0689855176. 
 
English-Spanish and Spanish Picture Books: 

 
PB Alcantara, Ricardo.  Trouble with Friends = Caramba Con Los Amigos.  Combel  

Editorial, S.A., 2002.  ISBN 8478644326. 
 

PB  Alcantara, Ricardo.  What a Roar the Lion Has = Oh Que Voz Tiene El Leon.   
Combel Editorial, S.A., 2002.  ISBN 8478644318. 
 

PB The Lion and the Mouse = El Leon Y El Raton.  Lectorum, 2001.    
ISBN 8424625358. 
 

PB Shah, Idries.  The Lion Who Saw Himself in the Water = El Leon Que Se Vio En  
El Aqua.  ISBN 1883536316. 
 

PB That’s Not My Lion = Este No Es Mi Leon.  EDC Publishing, 2002.   
ISBN 074605078X. 

 
Fiction: 

 
F Baker, Lisa.  The Lion King: A Read-Aloud Storybook.  RH/Disney, 1999.   

ISBN 0736401237. 
 

F Lemasolai-Lekuton, Joseph and Herman Viola.  Facing the Lion : Growing Up Maasai on 
the African Savanna.  National Geographic, 2003.  ISBN: 0792251253. 

 
F Crockett, Johnson.  Ellen’s Lion:  Twelve Stories.  Knopf Books for Young 

Readers, 2003.  ISBN 0375922881. 
 
Non-print: 
 
CD Jojo’s Circus [soundtrack].  Disney, 2004.  Various Artists.   
CD Sounds of the Circus, Volume 18.  [?The Orchard], 2000.  South Shore 
Concert  

Band.  
DVD Disney Karaoke Series – The Lion King.  Disney, 2003.   
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[Requires karaoke machine] 
 
Submitted by : Name:    Dana L. Brumbelow, Children’s Librarian  Phone:  (706) 685-

7701

Library: Chattahoochee Valley Regional Library System – South Columbus Branch 
Library, Columbus, GA    e-mail: dbrumbelow@cvrls.net 
 
 
PART 1 C:  FUNtastic Reading--Early Elementary Bibliography  
 
NF Elya, Susan Middleton. Say Hola to Spanish at the Circus. Lee & Low Books, 2000.             

188000092X.  $15.95. 
 
NF Gerstein, Mordicai.  The Man Who Walked Between the Towers.  Roaring Books 
 Press, 2004. 0761317910.  $12.56. 
 
NF Jordan, Denise M. Circus Performers.  Heinemann Library, 2002.  1588105423. 

$18.50. 
 
NF Marzollo, Dan.  I Spy a Circus.  Sagebrush Educational Resources, 2003. 0613721969. 
 $11.25 
 
F Hillert, Margaret.  Circus Fun.  Fitzgerald Books, 2001. 1590541359.  $20.10 
 
F Hoff, Syd.  Oliver. HarperCollins, 2000.  006028708X.  $14.95. 
 
PB Carlson, Melody.  The Day the Circus Came to Town.  Crossway Books, 2004.  158134158X 
 $14.99. 
 
PB Clements, Andrew.  Circus Family Dog.  Houghton Mifflin, 2000.  0395786487.  $15.00. 
 
PB Falconer, Ian.  Olivia Saves the Circus.  Simon & Schuster, 2001.  068982954X.  $11.86. 
 
PB Fleischman, Paul.  Sidewalk Circus.  Candlewick Press, 2004.  0763611077.  $15.99. 
 
PB Gottfried, Maya.  Last Night I Dreamed a Circus.  Random House, 2003. 0375823883.   
 $15.95. 
 
PB Moncure, Jane Belk.  Word Bird’s Circus Surprise. Child’s World, Inc., 2002. 1567669964. 
 $15.95 
 
PB Priceman, Marjorie.  Emeline at the Circus.  Random House, 2001. 0440417325. $6.99. 
 
PB Slate, Joseph.  Miss Bindergarten Plans a Circus With the Kindergarten. Dutton Juvenile, 
 2002.  0525468846. $16.99. 
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PB Slobodkina, Esphyr.  Circus Caps for Sale.  HarperCollins, 2004.  0064437930.  $5.99.  
 
PB Smith, Joseph A.  Circus Train.  Harry N. Abrams, 2001.  0810941481.  $17.95. 
 
Submitted by:  Name: Catherine Baldwin, Library: Live Oak Public Library 

e-mail: baldwinc@liveoakpl.org phone: 912.652.3630    
 
 
Part 2:   FUNTASTIC READING BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
This and the above list were compiled separately, and there may be some duplication of 
titles. 
 
 Indicates Spanish language 

+ indicates Easy Reader 
. 
 
CIRCUS AND CIRCUS ACTS —PICTURE BOOKS/EASY READERS 
 
Agee, Jon. Milo’s Hat Trick. Hyperion, 2001. ISBN 0786809027. 
 
Bojacki, Tomek.  Circus Girl. Farrar, 2001. ISBN: 0374312915. 

 
Bond, Michael.  Paddington Bear at the Circus. HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN: 
0060282134. 
 
+Bowdish, Lynea. The Carousel Ride. Children’s Press (Rookie Readers), 1999.  

ISBN: 0516264109. 
 
Bridwell, Norman. Clifford at the Circus. Sagebrush, 1999. ISBN 0881032026. 
 
Bronson, Linda. The Circus Alphabet. Holt, 2001. ISBN: 0805062947. 
 
Callahan, Thera. Sara Joins the Circus. Children’s Press, 2002.ISBN 0516333732. 
 
Carter, Anne Laurel. Circus Play. Orca, 2002. ISBN: 1551432250. 
 
Clements, Andrew. Circus Family Dog.  Clarion, 2000. ISBN: 0395786487. 
  
Cneut, Carll. The Amazing Love Story of Mr. Morf. Clarion, 2003. ISBN: 0618331700. 
 
Cowley, Joy. Agapanthus Hum and the Eyeglasses. Philomel, 2002. 
 ISBN: 0399232117. 
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Daugherty, George. Acrobat Cats. Scholastic, 2002. 0439428734. 
 
Dodds, Dayle. Where’s Pup. Dial, 2003. ISBN: 0803727445. 
 
Duncan, Lois. Song of the Circus. Philomel, 2002. ISBN: 0399233970 
  
Ehlert, Lois. Circus. HarperCollins, 1992.  ISBN: 0060202521. 
 
Emberley, Ed. Thanks, Mom. Little Brown, 2003. ISBN:  0316240222. 
  
Falconer, Ian. Olivia Saves the Circus. Atheneum, 2001.  ISBN:  068982954X 
  Spanish title: Olivia La Reina Del Circo. 
  
Flesichman, Paul. Sidewalk Circus. Candlewick, 2004. ISBN: 0763611077. 
 
Fletcher, Ralph. The Circus Surprise. Clarion, 2001. 
 
Freeman, Don. Bearymore. Puffin, 1979. ISBN: 0140502793 (paperback). 
 
Gerstein, Mordecai.  The Man Who Walked Between the Towers. Roaring Brook, 2003.  

ISBN  0761317910. 
 
Gottfried, Maya. Last Night I Dreamed a Circus.  Knopf, 2003. ISBN: 0375823883. 
  
+Hoff, Syd. Oliver. HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN: 0060287098. 
 
Jordan, Denise. Circus Clown ABC. Heinemann Library, 2002. ISBN: 1588105466. 
 
Jordan, Denise. Circus 123. Heinemann Library, 2002. ISBN: 1588105458. 
 
Jordan, Denise. Circus Perfomers. Heinemann Library, 2002. ISBN: 158810523. 
 
Jordan, Denise. Welcome to the Circus. Heinemann Library, 2002. ISBN: 1588105415. 
 
Keret, Etgar.  Dad Runs Away with the Circus.  Candlewick, 2004  
ISBN 0763622478 
  
Laden, Nina. Clowns on Vacation. Walker, 2002. ISBN:  0802787819. 
 
Langen, Annette. Felix Joins the Circus. Abbeville Press, 2000. ISBN: 0789206323. 
 
Lederer,, Richard. The Circus of Words. Chicago Review, 2001. ISBN. 0613496191. 
 
McCully, Emily Arnold.  Mirette on the High Wire. Putnam, 1997.  

ISBN  0698114434. 
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MacDonald, Suse.  Elephants on Board. Harcourt, 1999. ISBN:  0152009515. 
 
Millman, Isaac. Moses Goes to the Circus. Farrar, 2003. ISBN:  0374350647. 
 
Paul, Ann Whitford. Little Monkey Says Goodnight. Farrar, 2003. ISBN: 0374346097. 
  
Priceman, Marjorie. Emeline at the Circus. Knopf, 1999. ISBN: 0679876855. 
 
Rey, H. A. See the Circus. Houghton Mifflin, 1998. 0395906954. 
 
Seib, Al.  Cirque du Soleil: Parade of Colors. Abrams. 2003. ISBN:  0810945150. 
 
Sendak, Jack. Circus Girl. HarperCollins, 2002. ISBN: 0060287837. 
 
+Sierra, Judy. Coco and Cavendish: Circus Dogs. Random House, 2003.  
 ISBN: 0375922377. 

 
Slate, Joseph.  Miss Bindergarten Plans A Circus with Kindergarten. Holt, 2002. ISBN:   
           0375922377.          

 
Slobodkina, Esphyr. Circus Caps for Sale. Harper, 2004. ISBN: 0060296550. 
 
Smith, Joseph A. Circus Train. Abrams, 2001. ISBN: 0810941481. 
 
*Weinberg, Jennifer. Fly, Dumbo,Fly! Random, 2002. ISBN: 0736480153. 
 
Wiseman, Bernard. Morris and Boris at the Circus.  Sagebrush, 2001.  
 ISBN: 0833569988. 
 
Yaccarino, Dan. Deep in the Jungle. Simon and Schuster, 2000. ISBN: 0689822359. 
 
 
CIRCUS – SPANISH LANGUAGE         
 
*Elya, Susan Middleton. Say Hola to Spanish at the Circus. Lee and Low, 2000. 
            188000082X. 
 
*Falconer, Ian. Olivia La Reina Del Circo. Lectorum, 2003. ISBN: 1930332203. 
 
*Jordan, Denise.  Read and Learn, Circus Series, . Heinemann, 2002 (Spanish and 

English versison. Each volume looks at a different aspect of the circus. 
 Circus 1,2,3 (El Circo 1,2, 3)  
 Circus Animal Acts (Animales De Circo) 
 Circus Clown ABC (Payasos de Circo) 

Circus Performers (Artistas De Circo) .  
  Welcome to the Circus (Bienvenidos Al Circo!). 
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*Krahn, Fernando. Bernado and Canelo (Bernardo Y Canelo) Ekare, 1999. ISBN:  

9802572071 (Paper) . 
 

                                
CIRCUS—FICTION 
 
Avi. Amanda Joins the Circus. Avon (PB), 1999. Gr 2-5. ISBN: 0380803380. (Paper) 
  
Beard, Darlene Bailey. The Flimflam Man. Sunburst, 2003. Gr 2-5. ISBN:  0374423458. 
  
Duey, Katherine. Train Wreck: Kansas, 1892. Aladdin, 1999. ISBN: 0689825439. 
(Paper) 
  
Helfer, Ralph. Mosey: The Remarkable Friendship of a Boy and His Elephant. 
Scholastic, 2002. ISBN:  043923138. 
 
Hoffman, Mary. Starring Grace. Farrar, 2003. ISBN:  0142300225. 
 
Kehret, Peg. Saving Lilly. Aladdin, 2002. ISBN: 1404638946. 
 
Lawrence, Iain. Ghost Boy.  Delacorte, 2000. ISBN: 0786232439. 
 
Lennon, Joan. There’s a Kangaroo in My Soup. Front Street, 2000. ISBN: 0812628985. 
 
Lindgren, Astrid. Pippi Goes to the Circus. Puffin, 2000. ISBN: 0141302437. 
 
Raleigh, Michael. The Blue Moon Circus. Sourcebooks Landmark, 2003.  2402200153. 
 
Singer, Marilyn. The Circus Lunicus. Holt, 2000. ISBN: 0805062688. 
 
 
CIRCUS—NONFICTION 
 
Burgess, Ron. Be a Clown: Techniques from a Real Clown. Sagebrush, 2003.  
 ISBN: 0613575997. 
 
Chaykin, Howard. Barnum. DC Comics, 2003. ISBN: 1401200729. 
 
Face Painting.  Klutz, Palo Alto CA, 1990. [no author listed] 
ISBN 0932592856 

A really fun make-up book that has lots of clown faces and animal faces. 
Libraries can easily build a program around it easily and have teens paint faces on 
younger children.  They can  also then have circus activities, such as clowning, 
for the 
children to do. 
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Jordan, Denise. Circus Clown ABC. Heinemann, 2002 ISBN: 1588105466. 
 
Lederer, Richard. The Circus of Words. Chicago Review, 2001. ISBN. 0613496191. 
 
Ward, Beck. Circus Fun: Create It All with Play-Doh Modeling Compound and Stencil.  
 Running Press, 2004. ISBN:  0762418494. 
 
Warrick, Clemens. P.T. Barnum: Genius of the Three-Ring Circus. Enslow, 2001.  

ISBN: 0766014479. 
 
Wilkerson, J. L. Sad-Face Clown: Emmett Kelly. Acorn, 2004 ISBN: 0966447093. 
 

 
 

LIONS and TIGERS—PICTURE BOOKS/EASY READERS 
 
Conover, Chris. The Lion’s Share. Farrar. Straus, and Giroux, 2003 ISBN: 0374444811. 
 
Fatio, Louise. The Happy Lion. Knopf, 2004 ISBN0374444811. 
 
Kessler, Brad.  Brer Rabbit and Boss Lion:  A Classic Southern Tale, 2004.   

ISBN 1591977606.   
 

Conover, Chris. The Lion’s Share. Farrar. Straus, and Giroux, 2003 ISBN: 0374444811. 
 
Fatio, Louise. The Happy Lion. Knopf, 2004 ISBN0374444811. 
 
Kasza, Keiko.  The Mightiest.  G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2001.  ISBN 0399235868. 
 
Kessler, Brad.  Brer Rabbit and Boss Lion:  A Classic Southern Tale, 2004.   

ISBN 1591977606.   
 
Nagda, Ann Whitehead. A Tiger Tale. Soundprints, 2003. ISBN  1592490425.  
                                                             
Waber, Bernard.  Lion Named Shirley Williamson.  Sagebrush Bound, 2001.  ISBN 

0613285549. 
 
Weeks, Sarah.  If I Were a Lion.  Atheneum, 2004.  ISBN 0689848366. 
 
Yaccarino, Don.  Deep in the Jungle.  Atheneum, 2000.   

ISBN 0689855176. 
 
 
LIONS: ENGLISH-SPANISH AND SPANISH PICTURE BOOKS: 
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Alcantara, Ricardo.  Trouble with Friends = Caramba Con Los Amigos.  Combel  
Editorial, S.A., 2002.  ISBN 8478644326. 

  
Alcantara, Ricardo.  What a Roar the Lion Has = Oh Que Voz Tiene El Leon.   

Combel Editorial, S.A., 2002.  ISBN 8478644318. 
 
The Lion and the Mouse = El Leon Y El Raton.  Lectorum, 2001.    

ISBN 8424625358. 
 
Shah, Idries. The Lion Who Saw Himself in the Water = El Leon Que Se Vio En  

El Aqua.  ISBN 1883536316. 
 

That’s Not My Lion = Este No Es Mi Leon.  EDC Publishing, 2002.   
ISBN 074605078X. 

 
LIONS--FICTION  
Baker, Lisa.  The Lion King: A Read-Aloud Storybook.  RH/Disney, 1999.   

ISBN 0736401237.
 
Lemasolai-Lekuton, Joseph and Herman Viola.  Facing the Lion : Growing Up Masai on the 

African Savanna.  National Geographic, 2003.  ISBN: 0792251253. 
 
Crockett, Johnson.  Ellen’s Lion:  Twelve Stories.  Knopf Books for Young Readers, 

2003.  ISBN 0375922881. 
 
Winters, Kay. Tiger Trail. Simon and Schuster, 2000. ISBN 0689823231.    
 

 
LIONS AND TIGERS--NON-FICTION 
 
Delano, Marfe Ferguson. Tigers. National Geographic, 1999. (BOARD)  

0792271076. 
 
Denis-Huot, Christine.  Lion:  The King of the Beasts (Animal Close-ups).   

Sagebrush Bound, 2001.  ISBN 0613351703. 
 

Hodge, Deborah.  Wild Cats.  Sagebrush Bound, 2001.  ISBN 0613164458. 
 
Kendell, Patricia. Lions (In the Wild).  Raintree, 2002.  ISBN 0739849077. 
. 
Long, Laurel.  The Lady & the Lion:  A Brothers Grimm Tale, 2003.   

ISBN 0803726511. 
 

Wisniewski, David.  Sundiata:  Lion King of Mali.  Clarion Books, 1999.   
ISBN 0395764815. 
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MONKEYS—PICTURE BOOKS 
 
 Aylesworth, Jim Naughty Little Monkeys Dutton, 2003. ISBN: 0525469400. 
                                                                                                         
 Christelow, Eileen.  Five Little Monkeys Jumping On The Bed. Clarion, 1998. 

ISBN:  0395900239. (And other titles in series) 
 
Diakite, Baba Wague. The Hatseller And The Monkeys. Scholastic, 1999. ISBN:                                        

0590960695.  
                                                                                                         
Murphy, Stuart. Spunky Monkeys On Parade. HarperTrophy, 1999. ISBN  
 
Five Little Monkeys: Best-Loved Action Rhymes.  Dutton, 2002. ISBN:  0525467882 
 
 

ELEPHANTS—PICTURE BOOKS 
 
Bates, Ivan. All By Myself. HarperCollins, 2000.  ISBN: 0060285850. 
                                                                                           
Park, Margaret  Edna Elephant. Candlewick, 2002,  ISBN: 0763615552.  
                                                                                                         
Goodman, Joan E.  Bernard's Nap. Boyds Mills, 1999. ISBN:  1563977281.  
                                                                                                                                                                              
 *Grindley, Sally. Little Elephant Thunderfoot.  Peachtree, 1999, ISBN: 1561451800.  
 
Macdonald, Suse. Elephants on Board.  Harcourt, 1999. ISBN: 0152009515. 
                                                                                                   
 Melmed, Laura Krauss.  Jumbo's Lullaby, Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1999. 

ISBN:0688169961.  
                                                                                                       
Richards, Jean. How the Elephant Got Its Trunk: A Retelling Of The Rudyard Kipling 

Tale.  Henry Holt, 2003.  ISBN:  0805066993.  
                                                                                                         
 Robinson, Bruce. The Obvious Elephant. Bloomsbury Books, 2002. ISBN: 1582347697.  
 
 Roome, Diana Reynolds.  The Elephant's Pillow. Farrar, 2003. ISBN: 0374320152.  
                                                                                                         
 Salerno, Steven. Little Tumbo. Marshall Cavendish, 2003. ISBN: 0761451366. 
  
 Schwartz, Amy. How To Catch An Elephant. Dorling Kindersley, 2001. ISBN:  

0789481855.   
 

 
ELEPHANTS—NONFICTION 

 
Kulling, Monica. Elephants: Life In The Wild. Golden, 2000, ISBN: 030746332X.  
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 Lantier, Patricia.  The Wonder Of Elephants. Gareth Stevens, 2001.   ISBN: 0152009515.  
 
 Redmond, Ian.. Elephant. Dorling Kindersley, 2000 ISBN: 0789458721 
 
Schlaepfer, Gloria G.  Elephants. Benchmark,2003. ISBN:  0761413901.  
                                                                                                         
Schwabacher, Martin. Elephants. Benchmark, 2000, ISBN:  0761411682. 
 
 
 
 
FAIRS—PICTURE BOOKS:  
 
+Brown, Marc. Arthur's Lost Puppy.: Random House, 2000  

0679884661. 
 
Bunting, Eve.  The Pumpkin Fair. Candlewick, 2001 ISBN: 0763615021. 
 
Cousins, Lucy. Maisy At The Fair. Clarion, 2001. ISBN: 0758770782. 
 
Hill, Susan.  Stuart at the Fun House. Harper Trophy, 2001. ISBN: 0758756674. 
 
Holabird, Katherine. Angelina at the Fair. Pleasant Company, 2002. ISBN: 1584856548. 
 
Lunn, Janet. Come to the Fair. Tundra, 2001. ISBN: 0887765769. 
 
Mayer, Mercer. Country Fair. School Specialty Children’s Publishing, 2003. 
 ISBN: 1577686330. 
 
Polacco, Patricia. Oh, Look! Philomel, 2004. ISBN: 0399242236. 
 
Slade, Barbara.  A Day At The Fair. Pleasant Co., 2002. ISBN: 0758747632. 
 
 
FAIRS—FICTION 
 
County Fair: Adapted from the Little House books by Laura Ingalls Wilder. 

HarperCollins, 1998. ISBN:  0064434931.  
 
Kehret, Peg Danger At The Fair.  Puffin, 2002. ISBN: 0142302228. 
 
Lawlor, Laurrie. Exploring The Chicago World's Fair 1893.  Aladdin, 2002, ISBN: 

074343630X, 
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Peck, Richard. Fairweather. Dial, 2001. ISBN: 0803725167. 
 
Warner, Gertrude Chandler. The Amusement Park Mystery. Albert Whitman, 1992.  

ISBN: 0807503193.  
 

 
 
FAIRS -- NONFICTION 
 
Alter, Judy. Meet Me At The Fair: County, State, And World's Fairs And Expositions. 

FranklinWatts: 1997. 0531203077. 
 
Browne, Anthony. Anthony Browne Presents the Animal Fair: A Spectacular Pop-up. 
  

Diane Publishing Co, 2004 ISBN: 0756780055. 
 
Foley, Cate. Let's Go To A Fair. Children’s Press, 2001: ISBN: 0516295802. 
 
+Hall, Patricia. Day at the Fair. Little Simon, 2000. ISBN: 0689832486. 
 
Jackson, Robert. Meet Me In St. Louis: A Trip To The 1904 World's Fair. HarperCollins, 

2004. ISBN: 006009267X. 
 
 
PICNICS—PICTURE BOOKS 
 
Alborough, Jez. It’s the Bear! Candlewick, 2004. ISBN:  0763623164. 
 
Hamilton, Richard. Polly’s Picnic. Bloomsbury, 2003. ISBN:  1582348197. 
 
Hubbell, Patricia. Pig Picnic. Golden Books, 1999. ISBN:  0307461084. 
 
Hutchins, Pat. We’re Going on a Picnic. Harper Collins, 2002. ISBN:  0688168000. 
 
Inkpen, Mick. Picnic. Red Wagon, 2001. ISBN:  0758764693. 
 
Jarrett, Clare. The Best Picnic Ever. Candlewick, 2004. ISBN:  0763623709. 
 
Kasza, Keiko. The Pig’s Picnic. Puffin, 2001. ISBN: 1404600124. 
 
McCully, Emily. Picnic. Harper Collins, 1999.   ISBN:  0060241004. 
 
Minarik, Else. Mother Bear’s Picnic. Harper Festival, 2003. ISBN: 0694016926 
(Paperback). 
 
Roberts, Bethany. Fourth of July Mice! Clarion, 2004. ISBN:  0618313664.  
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Thompson, Lauren. Mouse’s First Summer. Simon and Schuster, 2004. ISBN:  
0689858353. 
 
                                                          
HUMOR--PICTURE BOOKS/EASY READERS  
 
Fleming, Candace.  Muncha, Muncha, Muncha.  Atheneum, 2002. ISBN  0689831528. 
 
Rylant, Cynthia. The Great Gracie Chase.  Blue Sky, 2001. ISBN  0590100416. 
 
Willems, Mo. The Pigeon Finds a Hot Dog.  Hyperion, 2004. ISBN: 0786818697. 
 
 
HUMOR—FICTION 
 
Hiassen, Carl.  Hoot.  Knopf, 2002.  ISBN  0375821813. 
 
Little Lit:  Folklore and Fairy Tale Funnies, edited by Art Spielgelman and Francoise 

Mouly.  HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN  0060286245. 
 
Lowry, Lois.  Gooney Bird Greene. Houghton Mifflin, 2002. ISBN:  0618238484. 
 
Wisniewski, David. The Secret Knowledge Of Grown-Ups. Lothrop, 1998. 

 ISBN: 0688153399.                                                             
                                                                

HUMOR—NONFICTION  
 
Agee, Jon. Who Ordered The Jumbo Shrimp? and Other Oxymorons.  HarperCollins, 

1998. ISBN:  0062051598.   
 
Charney, Steve. Hocus-Jokus: How to Do Funny Magic.  Simon Spotlight, 2003. 
    ISBN: 0684018667.       
 
Weitzman, Ilana. Jokelopedia: The Biggest, Best, Silliest, Dumbest Joke Book Ever 
            Jokelopedia: The Biggest, Best, Silliest, Dumbest Joke Book Ever. Workman, 

2000. 
            ISBN: 0761112146.                                                           
                                                       
CELEBRATIONS  
Ryan, Pam Munoz.  Mice and Beans.  Scholastic, 2001. ISBN:  0439183030. 
 
Wiles, Deborah.  Love, Ruby Lavender. Gulliver, 2001. ISBN: 0152023143. 
 
 
NON-PRINT 
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CD Jojo’s Circus [soundtrack].  Disney, 2004.  Various Artists.   
 
CD Sounds of the Circus, Volume 18.  [?The Orchard], 2000.  South Shore Concert 
Band. 

 
DVD Disney Karaoke Series – The Lion King.  Disney, 2003. ‘ 
([Requires karaoke machine] 
 
Most of the materials listed above were published in the last five years and are currently 
available.  Check your collections for other books on the same topics. 
 

 54



 
 
FUNTASTIC READING FOR ‘TWEENS 
An Annotated Bibliography 
(This special  bibliography is supported by book discussion programs in the manual.) 
 
.                   FICTION 
 
Almond, David. Secret Heart. Delacorte : 2002, 208 p. ISBN: 0385900651. Shy, 

otherworldly Joe  Maloney dreams of a mysterious tiger, and when he awakes he 
finds that a shabby circus has stopped in his town. Joe befriends a young trapeze 
artist and searches for his destiny beneath the big top. Grade level: 5-10. 

 
Helfer, Ralph D. Mosey: The Remarkable Friendship Of A Boy And His Elephant. 

Scholastic: 4/2002, 144p. ISBN:0439293138. A fictionalized account, based on 
the true story of Bram Gunterstien. When Bram’s father, an elephant trainer, dies, 
his beloved elephant Mosey is sold and shipped to the US. Bram stows away to be 
near the elephant, and the discovery of the stowaway, followed by a hurricane and 
shipwreck, will interest readers who love adventure. Grade level: 3-6. 

 
Horvath, Polly. When The Circus Came To Town. Sunburst : 3/1999, 138p. ISBN: 

0374483671. Ivy’s small town seems dull until the Halibuts move in next door. 
The Halibuts are circus performers, and are soon followed to town by more circus 
folk, including the snake lady, a fortune teller, and all of the Flying Gambinis. Not 
everyone welcomes the newcomers in this humorous tale of community and 
tolerance. Grade level: 3-7. 

 
Lawrence, Iain. Ghost Boy. Delacorte : 10/2000, 326p. ISBN: 0385327390. Fourteen-

year-old Harold, better known as “ghost boy” is an outcast in his hometown 
because of his albino coloring. He longs to run away to a place where he can find 
acceptance. When a small circus passes through town, Harold seizes his chance. 
Grade level: 7 and up.  

 
McCaughrean, Geraldine. The Kite Rider.  Harper Collins: 2002, 272p. ISBN: 0066238757. In 

thirteenth century China, twelve-year-old Hoayou watches helplessly as his father 
dies and the man responsible for his death announces his plans to marry Hoayou’s 
mother. To thwart the man’s plan, Hoayou creates a profitable circus act as a kite 
rider whom villagers believe can speak to the spirits in the sky. Grade level: 5-9.  
  

Norton, Andre. Beast Master's Circus. Tor Books : 1/2004, 304p. ISBN: 0765300427. 
The latest installment in the Beast Master series is a sci-fi and fantasy adventure 
featuring a telepathic orphan, an interplanetary circus, and plenty of mystery and 
humor to keep the story moving. Grade level: 7 and up. 
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Otis, James. Toby Tyler. Buccaneer Books Inc: 6/1981. 135 p. ISBN: 089966363X. A 

young orphan boy runs away to the circus. Feeling bored and abused on his 
uncle’s farm, when a circus comes to town, Toby Tyler runs away and joins. His 
adventures are followed as the circus travels. Grade level: 3 and up. 

 
Singer, Marilyn. The Circus Lunicus. Henry Holt: 10/2000. 168p. ISBN: 0805062688. A 

male Cinderella story, complete with mean stepmother, lazy stepbrothers, and a 
fairy godmother who is actually a six-foot tall lizard from the planet Reptilia and 
a performer with the Circus Lunicus. Grade level: 5-9.  

 
Stone, Phoebe. Sonata #1 for Riley Red. Little, Brown: 10/2003. 208 p. ISBN: 

0316990418. Rachel Townsend can’t talk about the time she followed her mother 
and uncovered her mother’s secret. She has retreated from the world until the 
eccentric Desmona comes into her life. Desmona’s belief that everyone should do 
“one wonderful great deed” leads the group through protests, suspension from 
school, and finally the rescue of an elephant from a run down park zoo. Grade 
level: 5-8, 

 
Yep, Laurence. When the Circus Came to Town. HarperTrophy : 2/2004. 128 p.  

ISBN: 006449651.  Ursula always wanted to see the circus.  That is, until she 
caught smallpox.  Now all she wants is to hide her scarred face.  But Ah Sam, her 
parents’ Chinese cook, has other ideas.  He brings to town a magical circus and 
finds a way to give Ursula the confidence she needs to face the world.  In return, 
Ursula finds a way to make Ah Sam happy.  She creates the biggest, best Chinese 
New Year celebration that Whistle, Montana, has ever seen! Grade level: 4 and 
up.  
 

NONFICTION 
 
Andrich, Tom. Decorate Yourself: Cool Designs For Temporary Tattoos, Face Painting, 

Henna And More. Tamos : 8/2004, 96p. ISBN: 1895569710. Fun ideas for 
individual reading or to plan a library program for teens or ‘tweens. Grade level: 3 
and up.  

 
Baer, Ted. How to Teach Your Old Dog New Tricks. Barron’s : 3/1991, 143p. ISBN: 

0812045440. For readers interested in animal training; introduces humane training 
methods for dogs, including basic training as well as more advanced tricks and 
stunts.  Grade level: 6 and up.  

 
Besmehn, Bobby. Juggling Step-By-Step. Sterling : 9/1995, 80p. ISBN: 1413141560. 

Besmehn introduces juggling techniques in order of increasing difficulty. Clear 
photos against high-contrast backgrounds and with well-placed arrows make the 
direction of movement clear for beginners. Grade level: 3 and up.  

 
Burgess, Ron. Be A Clown!: Techniques From A Real Clown. Williamson : 5/2001, 63p.  
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ISBN: 0758798504. Burgess presents practical tips for aspiring young clowns, 
including makeup, gags, pantomime, clothing, jokes, and simple magic tricks. 
Some background information is introduced regarding the philosophy of clowning 
and the different styles of clowning. Grade level: 4 and up.  

 
Chaudron, Chris. The Usborne Book of Face Painting. Usborne: 7/1993, 32p. ISBN: 

0746014457 Tips for beginners, including instructions for transforming people 
into animals, clowns, monsters, and more. Pair this books with Andrich’s 
Decorate Yourself (above) for a hands-on program for teens, or after a couple of 
practice sessions let teen volunteers face-paint at a program for younger children. 
Grade level: 3-7. 

 
Cushman, Kathleen. Circus Dreams: The Making Of A Circus Artist. Joy Street Books: 

1/1990, 90p. ISBN: 0316165611. Eighteen-year-old Montana Miller was the first 
American ever accepted at the National Center for Circus Arts in Chalons-sur-
Marne, France. Through interviews and excerpts from her letters home, Cushman 
documents Miller’s struggles with homesickness, self-doubt, language barriers, 
and the demanding training required of a trapeze artist. Grade level: 5 and up.  

 
Gurasich, Marj. Red Wagons and White Canvas: a Story of the Mollie Bailey Circus. 

Eakin Press: 3/1997 ISBN: 80p. ISBN: 0758765630. Mollie Bailey, “Circus 
Queen of the Southwest”, was born in 1844 in Alabama, but lived a life of 
adventure after she eloped with a circus musician. Her endeavors included stints 
with a minstrel show, as a Civil War brigade nurse, and possibly as a Union spy. 
This book chronicles her life, focusing on the Bailey’s purchase of a small circus, 
which she continued to manage even after her husband’s death. A historical 
biography of a unique woman. Grade level: 7 and up.  

 
Lederer, Richard. The Circus Of Words. Chicago Review : 5/2001, 143p. ISBN: 

1556523807. For students in the middle grades who enjoy a good play on words 
but are ready to move past puns and simple jokes, this circus-themed book will 
have great appeal. Filled with anagrams, palindromes, spoonerisms and more, it 
highlights the fun in the English language. Grade level: 4-6.  

 
Perkins, Catherine. The Most Excellent Book Of How To Be A Clown. Copper Beech : 

3/1996, 32p. ISBN: 076130486X. Presents step-by-step information on basic 
clowning, including make-up, mime, costume, props, and juggling.  
Grade level: 4-6.  

 
Rendell, Sharon. Living with Big Cats: The Story of Jungle Larry, Safari Jane, and David 

Tetzlaff. International Zoological Society: 1/1995, 222p. ISBN: 0964260409. A 
behind-the-scenes look at the Tetzlaff family’s work with the big cats of the 
circus. Includes background on the evolution of big cat management and training, 
and the challenges of teaching working animals. Grade level: 7 and up.  

 

 57



Warrick, Karen Clemens. P.T. Barnum: Genius Of The Three-Ring Circus. Enslow : 
2/2001, 128p. (Historical American Biographies series) ISBN: 0766014479. 
Warrick presents the life of P.T. Barnum in chronological order, beginning with 
his penniless childhood and highlighting the variety of experiences that would 
sharpen his understanding of people and lead him to understand how to appeal to 
the masses. Illustrated with photos and maps. Grade level: 6 and up.  

 
Wilkins, Charles. The Circus At The Edge Of The Earth: Travels With The Great 

Wallenda Circus. McClelland & Stewart : 1/1999, 270p. ISBN: 0771088477. In 
1997 Wilkins traveled for a month with the Great Wallenda Circus as it toured 
Canada. The result is this account of their travels, which captures the motivations, 
fears, and close bonds of the circus family. Grade level: 9 and up.  

 
 
 
Submitted by: Name: Kathy Pilatzki 

 Library: Henry County Library System 
e-mail: pillatzk@mail.henry.public.lib.ga.us 
phone: 770.954.2812 
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FUNtastic Reading
 

Programs 

CHAPTER 3 
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PROGRAMS: Part 1 
 

The following six story programs were planned by Georgia librarians and are 
supported by a special $300 bibliography at the beginning of the bibliography 
chapter of this handbook.  All the needed book materials to support the program 
can be purchased for under $300. 
 
FUNtastic Reading: Summer Vacation Programs 

(This program is supported by a special $300.00 bibliography in 
 the manual where ordering information is available.) 

 
Program Title: Circus 
 
Theme/Purpose: Circus 
 
Age range: preschool 
 
Description or outline of program content: 
20 minute preschool program with three age appropriate stories.  Start with your opening 
song and settling down rhyme.  Read the longest book first, shortest book last.  Inbetween 
the books, get the children up with either an action rhyme, finger play or song.  Finish 
with a closing song and stamp the children’s hands with a stamp.  Have a take-home 
sheet ready listing books, rhymes, finger plays and songs for the parents to use at home to 
continue the storytime experience on their own. 
 
Resources Needed: 
 
 Staff: 1 person 
 
 Books, CD’s, etc. 
  Barnyard Big Top by Jill Kastner (used copies only) 

Circus 1-2-3 by Megan Halsey 
Circus by Lois Ehlert 
Circus Family Dog by Andrew Clements 
Circus Shapes by Stuart J. Murphy 
If I Ran the Circus by Dr. Seuss 
Little Monkey Say Goodnight by Ann Whitford Paul 
Sidewalk Circus by Paul Fleischman 
Sing a Song of Circus by Ward Schumaker (used copies only) 
The Greatest Show On Earth by John Prater (used copies only) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flannelboards/Fingerplays/Draw and Tells:  
 
Circus Sights 
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 Act out the actions of the circus performers. 
The seals all flip their flippers 
The Bears walk on hind legs. 
The horses gallop round about. 
The dog sits up and begs. 
The jugglers do their juggling, 
The kangaroos just hop. 
The tumblers tumble round about, 
Looks like they’ll never stop. 
 
Five Little Clowns 
Fingerplay – make five little clowns with Velcro backing and use on a hand mitt.  You 
could also do this as a flannel board. 
 
Five little clowns walk in the ring. 
The first clown opens his mouth to sing. 
The second clown lifts his hands to wave. 
The third clown is shy; he’s not very brave. 
The fourth little clown can make you laugh. 
He comes out leading a tall giraffe 
The fifth little clown is hopping here and there. 
He hops so high that he lands on a chair. 
Five little clowns walk in the ring. 
To every child a smile they will bring. 
 
 
If You’re Happy at the Circus 
Tune: If You’re Happy and you Know It.  
If you’re happy at the circus, clap your hands. 
If you’re happy at the circus, clap your hands. 
If you’re happy at the circus,  
Then you really ought to show it. 
If you’re happy at the circus, clap your hands. 
 
Other verses:  Stomp your feet 
Turn around 
Shout hooray 
Wave Goodbye 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Name: Kendra Skellen 

Library: Gwinnett County Public Lib
   e-mail: kskellen@gwinnettpl.or
   phone: 770-277-6011 

 

My Circus Balloon 
Here I have a circus balloon 
Make a circle with thumb and pointer 
Help me while I blow; 
 Pretend to blow 
Small at first, then bigger, bigger, 

Make circle with both thumbs 
and fingers and make wider 

Watch it grow and grow 
 Make circle with arms 
Do you think it’s big enough? 
Maybe I should stop; 
For if I give another blow, 
 Pretend to blow 
 My balloon will surely POP! 
 Clap hands 
 

rary, Lawrenceville, GA 
g 
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FUNtastic Reading:  Summer Vacation Programs 
 
 
 
Program Title: Circus Dreams      
 
Theme/Purpose: See if children can tell from the illustrations which parts of Olivia’s 
story actually happened, and which parts she dreamed.  Point out the dreamy, slow-
motion quality of the illustrations in Last Night I Dreamed a Circus.  
 
Age range: 5-10   
 
Description or outline of program content:   
 - Read two suggested titles about circus dreams 
 - Allow children to briefly tell the group about their dreams 
 - Have children make doorknob hanger and/or top hats like Olivia’s 
 
Resources Needed: 
    

Staff:  reader, assist with craft 
     

Books, CD’s etc.: 
Falconer, Ian.  Olivia Saves the Circus.  Simon & Schuster, 2001. $11.86 
Gottfried, Maya.  Last Night I Dreamed a Circus.  Random House, 2003. $11.17 
 
Flannelboards/Fingerplays/Draw and Tells: 

 
    Websites:  www.dltk-cards.com for doorknob hangers 
 http://familycrafts.about.com/cs/presidentsday/a/bltophat_p.htm for hat 
 
 

Craft supplies and Manipulatives:  crayons/markers, glue, poster board for 
hangers; large paper plates, black paint, glue, black construction paper for hats 

 
    Other materials: 
 
         Handouts:   
 
 
Submitted by: Name:  Catherine Baldwin    
Library: Live Oak Public Libraries    

e-mail:baldwinc@liveoakpl.org  
Phone: (912) 652-3630 
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FUNtastic Reading:  Summer Vacation Programs 
 
Program Title: Circus Family      
 
Theme/Purpose: See if children can relate what happens with the old dog and his “circus 
family” to situations in their own families (for instance, grandparents)  
 
Age range: 5-10   
 
Description or outline of program content:   
 - Read book about an old dog who performs in a circus 
 - Talk about family and circus experiences 
 - Have children pretend to be circus performers by providing hoola hoops to jump 

through or hoola with, beanbags for juggling or for a bean bag tossing game, jump 
ropes for jumping rope or for balancing on by stretching out on the floor and pretending 
it’s a high-wire.  Staff can shake a tambourine to mimic drum roll. 

 - Color circus dog coloring sheet 
 - Can also sing some silly songs with dogs in them – “Knick-knack Paddywhack” or “B-

I-N-G-O.” 
 
Resources Needed: 
    

Staff:  reader, singer, assist with circus acts, assist with coloring 
     

Books, CD’s etc.: 
Clements, Andrew.  Circus Family Dog.  Houghton Mifflin, 2000. $15.00 
Countdown Kids.  Silly Songs.  Madacy Kids Label, 2004.  B0001NBLGI $13.98 
Various Artists.  For Our Children.  Rhino Records, 1999.  B00001WRKW $13.49 
 
 
Flannelboards/Fingerplays/Draw and Tells: 

 
 
    Websites: www.geocities.com/Heartland/Plains/7316/coloringpages/color20.htm 
                  for coloring sheet 
 
    Craft supplies and  Manipulatives:  crayons/markers 
 
   Other materials: hoola hoops, bean bags, jump ropes, tambourine 
     
     Handouts:   
 
Submitted by: Name:  Catherine Baldwin    
Library: Live Oak Public Libraries    

e-mail:baldwinc@liveoakpl.org   
Phone: (912) 652-3630 
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FUNtastic Reading: Summer Vacation Programs 
 
Program Title:  Let’s Go to the Circus 
 
Theme/Purpose: See if children can pick up on the underlying theme of Emeline at the 
Circus by looking at the illustrations. 
 
Age Range: 5-10 
 
Description or outline of program content: 
- Read book about 2nd grader who inadvertently becomes part of a circus during a school 
field trip. 
- Have children make a paper bag clown puppet to take home and/or clown hat 
- Can also sing some silly songs such as: “Boom Boom Ain’t It Great to Be Crazy,”  

“One bottle of Pop”, and John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt” 
 
 
Resources needed:  
 

Staff:  reader, singer, cut out puppet shapes in advance (rectangle for body, circle 
for head, triangle for hat), assist with craft. 

 
Books, CD’s etc. 
Priceman, Marjorie. Emeline at the Circus. Random House, 2001. $6.99 
Countdown Kids. Silly Songs. Madacy Kids Label, 2004. B0001NBLGI $13.98 
Various artists. For Our Children. Rhino Records, 1999. B00001WRKW $13.49 

 
Craft Supplies and Manipulatives: paper lunch sacks, pom-poms, glue, foam shapes, 
construction paper (different colors) for puppet; crepe paper, glue, pom-poms, large size 
construction paper to make clown hat like Emeline’s. 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by  Catherine Baldwin, Live Oak Public Libaries 
e-mail: baldwinc@liveoakpl.org  Phone: (912) 652-3630
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FUNtastic Reading:  Summer Vacation Programs 
(This program is supported by a special $300.00 bibliography in 

 the manual where ordering information is available.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Program Title: C
 
Theme/Purpose: 
 

This preschoo
the alphabet a
 

Age range:  Prescho
 
Description or outlin
 

Clowning Aro
 
Resources Needed: 
    
Staff: Children’s Lib

Volunteers or
  
Books to Read Alou
 

Circus by Loi
 
Circus Clown
 
Circus Surpri
 
Clifford at the
 
Where’s Pup?

 
Resource Books: 

 
1-2-3 Colors:
Warren. Warr
 
Finger Folk b

 

Q: Why did the clown cross the road? 
A: To find his rubber chicken.
lowning Around!      

 

l clown program will introduce the concepts of colors, counting and 
nd will allow children to have fun learning about clowns. 

ol 

e of program content: 

und! Is a program about clowns and the circus. 

rarian (or designated staff member);  
 other staff to help prepare craft materials.   

d: 

s Ehlert 

 ABC by Denise M. Jordan 

se: 6 Fantastic Glitter-Foiled Pops! by Sue Harris 

 Circus by Norman Bridwell 

 by Dayle Ann Dodds 

 Color Day Activities for Young Children Compiled by Jean 
en Publishing House, Inc. 1988 ISBN 091109170 

y Marilyn Lohnes. Alleyside Press, 1999. ISBN 157950269 
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Flannelboards/Fingerplays/Draw and Tells/ Songs: 

 
Flannel Story:  
“Carl the Clown” can be found in 1-2-3 Colors: Color Day Activities for Young 
Children  
 
Flannel/ Finger Rhymes: 
“The First Little Clown” and “One Circus Clown” can be found in Finger Folk  

  
Finger Rhyme: 
 

A Clown 
 
A clown you can tell 
 
(Stretch clothes out at hips) 
By the look of his clothes 
 
(Snap down toes of right and left feet) 
The shape of his shoes and 
 
(Tap, tap nose) 
The size of his nose! 
 
Songs: 
 
Clown Song  

Sung to: "I'm a Little Teapot" 

I'm a little clown short and fat. 
Here is my tummy, here is my hat. 
I can do a trick as you will see, 
Just turn around and look at me. 

Funny Clown  
Sung to: "Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, Turn Around" 
 
Funny clown, funny clown, 
Spin around. 
Funny clown, funny clown 
Jump up and down 
Funny clown, funny clown, 
Touch your toes. 
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Funny clown, funny clown 
Honk your nose. 

Funny Clowns  

Sung to: "Frere Jacques" 

Funny clowns, funny clowns, 
Jump around, jump around. 
Sometimes making faces, 
Sometimes running races. 
Funny clowns, funny clowns. 
Funny clowns, funny clowns, 
Spin around, spin around. 
Sometimes with a big nose, 
Sometimes with two big toes. 
Funny clowns, funny clowns  

Silly Clowns   

Five silly clowns, jumping all around, 
Jump so high, then touch the ground. 
One silly clown said, "I can't stay," 
So he turned around and hopped away. 
 
Repeat with four, three, two, one.  

Walking Through The Circus  

(Sung To: "I've Been Working On the Railroad") 
 

I am walking through the circus (walk in place) 
Happy as can be (smile real big) 
I am walking through the circus (walk in place) 
Just to see, what I can see (make binoculars with hands) 
I can see the clown laughing (ha, ha, ha) 
I can see the elephant, too (make trunk motion) 
I can see the lion sleeping (yawn) 
Look out (make binoculars with hands)... because he sees you too 

We Are Clowns Today  

Sung to: "The Farmer in the Dell" 
 
 We are clowns today, 
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 We are clowns today, 
 Heigh-ho the derry-oh, 
 We are clowns today. 
 
Additional verses: We do tricks today. We make faces today. We fall down today.  

Websites: 
 
 http://www.preschooleducation.com/scircus.shtml 
  
 http://www.atozkidsstuff.com/circus.html 
 
 http://www.teachingheart.net/circustheme.html 
 
 http://www.everythingpreschool.com/themes/circus/songs.htm 
 
 http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/jcheek3/circus.htm 
 
 http://www.coloring.ws/circus.htm 
 
 http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/circus/ 
 
 http://www.kidspartyfun.com/pages/themes/circus.html 
 
   Craft supplies and Manipulatives: 

Clown Ruffle Collar 
Need: coffee filters and food coloring 

Have children color the coffee filters by dipping them into colored water. 
Lay flat to dry. 

When dry fold the coffee filters in half and tape them together in a line. 
Wonderful clown collar for a child to wear. 

Creating Clowns 

Need: Construction paper, scissors, glue sticks 

Cut shapes (circles, triangles, rectangles, etc) out of construction paper in 
a variety of colors and sizes. Have the children glue the shapes on pieces 
of construction paper to create clown faces. 

Submitted by: Charmette Kendrick, Children’s Librarian Phone: (706) 649-1150 
Library:  Chattahoochee Valley Regional Library System, Georgia—    
North Columbus Branch Library e-mail: ckendrick-kuhn@cvrls.net 
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FUNtastic Reading:  Summer Vacation Programs 
 
Program Title:   The Elephant’s Sneeze Age range:   Preschool and up 
  
 
Theme/Purpose:  Recognize different jobs in the circus, interview skills, character traits 
(helpfulness) 
Description or outline of program content: 

Opening finger play: Take Me Out To The Circus  

Story:  Circus by Lois Ehlert 

Song:  The Elephant (sung to the Mulberry Bush) 

Story:  “Stand Back,” said the Elephant, “I’m Going to Sneeze” by Patricia Thomas 
(1971) 
 
Puppet Show:  The Elephant’s Sneeze 
 
Resources Needed: 
    

Staff:  2 :   One to do storytime and puppet show, one for crowd control 
     
Books, CD’s etc.: “Stand Back,” said the Elephant, “I’m Going to Sneeze” by Patricia 
Thomas (1971) 

 
Circus by Lois Ehlert 
 
Flannelboards/Fingerplays/Draw and Tells: 

    Websites:  (http://www.preschooleducation.com/scircus.shtml ) 

    Craft supplies and  Manipulatives: 
 
    Other materials: 
     
     Handouts:  Copies of the songs for every person attending 
 
Submitted by : Name:  Joanne Hinman__ Phone: __1-478-744-0884 
Library: _Middle Georgia Regional Library, Macon GA_ 
e-mail:  hinmanj@mail.bibb.public.lib.ga.us 
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THE ELEPHANT Sung to: “The Mulberry Bush" 

The elephant goes like this and that, this and that, this and that. (Walk heavily and stomp 
feet)  
The elephant goes like this and that,  
Cause he's so big and he's so fat! (Puff up cheeks and stretch out arms) 

He has no fingers and has no toes, He has no fingers and has no toes. (Wiggle fingers; 
wiggle toes)  
He has no fingers and has no toes,  
But goodness, gracious, what a nose! (Pull hands out from face to suggest a long trunk.) 

 

Take Me Out To The Circus  Submitted By: Alica Bowen  
 
Sung to: "Take Me Out To The Ball Game" 
 
Take me out to the circus 
Take me out to the show 
Buy me some peanuts and crackerjacks 
I don't care if I ever get back 
 
Cause it's clap, clap, clap for the jugglers 
and laugh, laugh, laugh for the clowns 
 
For it's one, two, three rings of fun at the old big top.  
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Elephant’s Sneeze 
Adapted by: Joanne Hinman 

 
 

 Puppets: Daisy the Dog  Props:  Paper Bag 
   Ellie the Elephant    Halloween mask 
   Jangles the Clown    Thick hair net & 
         Witch hat 
         Balloon 
 
 
Scene I:  Outdoor backdrop- Daisy Enters 
 
Daisy: (EXCITEDLY) Hi, everybody! I’m so happy 

for my friend Ellie. She’s always dreamed of 
being a circus elephant and now her dream 
might come true. Today she has an interview 
with the head clown from the circus. If the 
head clown likes her, then Ellie will be part of 
the Circus! Ellie promised me that she’d stop 
by to see me on her way to the interview. I hope 
she hurries. I don’t want her to be late for her 
interview. (OFFSTAGE THERE IS A 
KNOCK AT THE DOOR) 

 
Daisy: (TO AUDIENCE) I hope that’s Ellie. 

(LOOKS OFFSTAGE TO THE 
DIRECTION OF ELLIE) Come in! (ELLIE 
ENTERS) 

 
Ellie: (FULL OF NERVOUS ENERGY AND 

PACING BACK AND FORTH) Gosh, Daisy, 
I am so scared about this interview. I’ve been 
worrying about it all day. What will I do if the 
head clown doesn’t….AA…AA….AA…AA 
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…CHOOOOO. (ELLIE LETS OUT A 
LOUD SNEEZE) ….. like me? 

 
Daisy: Just be yourself, Ellie, and he’s sure to like 

you. 
 
Ellie: (NOT CONVINCED) I don’t know about … 

AA…AA….AA….Ch—OOOOOOOOOO! 
(ELLIE LET’S OUT ANOTHER LOUD 
SNEEZE)…that. Why do I keep sneezing? 

Daisy: Maybe it’s your nerves. I’ve heard about things 
like this happening when someone is really 
nervous. All you have to do is relax. Don’t you 
think you should be going now? You don’t want 
to be late for your interview! 

 
Ellie: (DEJECTEDLY WALKING OFFSTAGE) 

Yeah, I’ll see you later. I just hope I don’t make 
a complete fool of my self. (ELLIE EXITS 
AND ANOTHER LOUD SNEEZE IS 
HEARD FROM OFFSTAGE.) 

 
Daisy: (STILL LOOKING OFFSTAGE IN THE 

DIRECTION OF ELLIE EXCITED AND 
CALLING OUT AFTER HER) Good luck 
Ellie!! Just keep telling yourself “relax, relax” 
(TO THE AUDIENCE) Wow, she almost 
blew me away. I sure hope everything works 
out for Ellie. 

 
 DAISY EXITS—CLOSE CURTAIN 
 
Scene II: Circus Backdrop—Clown hurriedly enters the 

stage 
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Jangles: (PACING BACK AND FORTH ACROSS 
THE STAGE) Where is that elephant? She 
was suppose to be here 30 seconds ago! I’m a 
very busy clown, and I hate to be kept waiting! 
(OFFSTAGE THERE IS A KNOCK AT 
THE DOOR) It’s about time—that had better 
be the elephant! (CALLING LOUDLY) Come 
in! (ELLIE MEEKLY PEEKS HER HEAD 
ONTO THE STAGE.) 

 
Ellie: Sorry I’m late, but I had a tough time finding 

your….. AA…AA…AA….CH-OOOOOOO 
(ANOTHER LOUD SNEEZE BY ELLIE 
WHICH SENDS HER FLYING INTO 
THE CLOWN)….office. My name is Ellie. 

 
Jangles: Well you certainly are here now. It’s nice to 

meet you, my name is Jangles. Turn around so 
that I can get a better look at you. (ELLIE 
TURNS AROUND SLOWLY IN BOTH 
DIRECTIONS SO JANGLES CAN LOOK 
HER OVER REAL GOOD) Yes, you’ll work 
out perfectly. You’ll be a great circus elephant! 
When can you start working? 

 
Ellie: (AMAZED) You really want me to be a 

circus…….. AA….AA….AA…CH-OOOOOOO 
(ELLIE LETS OUT ANOTHER LOUD 
SNEEZE).. elephant? 

 
Jangles: Sure. If you don’t mind my asking a personal 

question. Why do you keep sneezing? Do you 
have a cold? 

 
Ellie: (SHAKING HER HEAD NO) No. 
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Jangles: Could it be an allergy? 
 
Ellie: No. My friend Daisy the Dog thinks it’s just my 

nerves… AA… AA…AA….CH-OOOOOOOO 
(ELLIE LETS OUT ANOTHER LOUD 
SNEEZE) 

 
Jangles: Well, as soon as you’re through with those 

sneezes, come back and see me. Then we’ll 
start training you for your new job. People 
don’t want to pay money to see an elephant 
sneeze at the circus! 

 
Ellie: No, don’t worry. I’ll stop sneezing right away. 

Thank you very much. Goodbye. (ELLIE 
EXITS) 

 
Jangles: (TO THE AUDIENCE) I can’t wait for Ellie 

to start—she’ll be perfect! I just hope she can 
get rid of those sneezes. I can’t worry about 
that now—I have lots of work to do! 

 
 JANGLES EXITS AND CURTAIN 

CLOSES 
 
Scene III: Outdoors backdrop—Daisy enters 
 
Daisy: (NERVOUSLY PACING BACK AND 

FORTH ACROSS THE STAGE) I hope 
Ellie’s interview went okay. I’ve been worrying 
about her all afternoon. (OFFSTAGE 
KNOCK) I hope that’s Ellie. (LOOKS 
OFFSTAGE AND CALLS) Come in! 
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(ELLIE ENTERS) (EXCITEDLY) Ellie, 
you’re back! How did it go? 

 
Ellie: Good and bad. 
 
Daisy: (PERPLEXED) What do you mean? 
 
Ellie: The head clown thought I was perfect for the 

job of circus elephant but I couldn’t 
stop….AA…AA…AA… 

 ….CH-OOOOOOOOOOO (ELLIE LETS 
OUT ANOTHER LOUD 
SNEEZE)….sneezing, and unless I can stop 
sneezing, I don’t get the job. Daisy what am I 
going to do? 

 
Daisy: (THINKING OF A PLAN) All we have to do 

is make you stop sneezing. 
 
Ellie: But how do we do that? 
 
Daisy: Last night I was reading a library book where 

one of the characters wanted to stop 
hiccupping. She tries all sorts of cures. Maybe 
some of the things she tried might work for 
sneezing too! 

 
Ellie: I’ll try… AA…AA…AA…CH-OOOOOOOO 

(ELLIE LETS OUT ANOTHER LOUD 
SNEEZE) Anything! What do we do first? 

 
Daisy: Try holding your breath. Ready? 
 
Ellie: (NODDING HER HEAD) Yes. 
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Daisy: Hold your breath until I count to ten. Here we 
go: 1…2…3…4…5…6…7…8…9…10! You can 
breathe now. 

 
Ellie: (LETTING OUT A GUSH OF AIR) Whew! I 

think it worked, I don’t feel like I have to… 
AA…AA…AA…. 

 ….AA….CH-OOOOOOOOO (ELLIE LETS 
OUT ANOTHER LOUD SNEEZE)…sneeze, 
oh, no! 

 
Daisy: Don’t give up yet. I have another cure to try. In 

the book the character stood on her head. 
Maybe that will work. Try to stand on your 
head Ellie. 

 
Ellie: (UNCERTAIN ABOUT ALL OF THIS) 

Okay. (AFTER SOME EFFORT ELLIE 
MANAGES TO TURN SLIGHTLY 
UPSIDE-DOWN.) 

 
Daisy: Just to be sure it works, why don’t you hold 

your breath, too? Ready? Here we go: 
1…2…3…4…5…6…7…8…9…10! You can 
stand up and breathe now. 

 
Ellie: (LETTING OUT A GUSH OF AIR AND 

RIGHTING HERSELF) Whew! I’m sure it 
worked that time! I don’t feel like I have to… 
AA…AA…AA…CH-OOOOOOO (ELLIE 
LETS OUT ANOTHER LOUD 
SNEEZE)…sneeze. Oh, no! 

 
Daisy: Okay Ellie, let me try to scare the sneezes 

away. I’ll be right back. (EXITS AND 
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RETURNS WITH A HALLOWEEN MASK 
ON) Boo-ooo-oooo! 

 
Ellie: (LAUGHING) Oh Daisy, you’re sooooo… 

AA…AA…AA….CH-OOOOOOOOO (ELLIE 
LETS OUT ANOTHER LOUD SNEEZE)… 
funny. Oh, no! 

 
Daisy: Let me try one more thing to scare you. Okay. 

I’ll be right back. (DAISY EXITS AND 
RETURNS WITH A BALLOON, POP THE 
BALLOON ON A PIN TAPED TO THE 
EDGE OF THE STAGE, SCARES 
HIMSELF SILLY) Oh my, that even scared 
me! 

 
Ellie: (LAUGHING) Oh Daisy, you sill thing. That 

really did scare…AA…AA…AA…CH-
OOOOOOOOOO (ELLIE SNEEZES 
AGAIN)…you. But it didn’t do anything to me. 

 
Daisy: Don’t worry there is still one more cure to try. 

All we need to do is put a paper bag on your 
head, and hold your breath! 

 
Ellie: (IN DISBELIEF) What? 
 
Daisy: (EXPLAINING IT VERY SLOWLY) Put a 

paper bag on your head and hold your breath. 
I’ll go get a paper bag right now. 

 
 (DOG EXITS AND RETURNS WITH A 

PAPER BAG.) Just put this bag over your 
head like this. (PUTS BAG ON HER 
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HEAD.) Now take a big breath and hold it 
until I count to ten. Ready? 

 
Ellie: (MUFFLED VOICE FROM INSIDE BAG) 

I guess so. 
 
Daisy: Here we go: 1….2…3…4…5…6…7…8…9…10! 

You can breathe now, Ellie. How do you feel? 
 
Ellie: (STILL MUFFLED) Not too bad. I think 

maybe my sneezing has… AA-AA-AA-AA-CH-
OOOOOOOOO! (ELLIE SNEEZES BAG 
OFF HER HEAD)…stopped. What am I 
going to do now Daisy? I just have to stop 
sneezing or I’ll never be a circus elephant. 

 
Daisy: (SADLY) Gosh, We’ve tried every idea I know. 

I just don’t have any more answers. I guess 
we’ll… AA-AA-AA-AA-CH-
OOOOOOOOOOOO! (DOG LETS OUT A 
LOUD SNEEZE) 

 
Ellie: (SURPRISED) What was that? 
 
Daisy: (JUST AS SURPRISED AS ELLIE) I 

sneezed! 
 
Ellie: You know what, I don’t feel like sneezing 

anymore. Hey it worked! My sneezes have 
disappeared! 

 
Daisy: I’m glad your sneezes are gone, but now I think 

I have them… AA-AA-AA-AA-CH-
OOOOOOOOOOO! (LETS OUT A LOUD 
SNEEZE) 
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Ellie: This is great! Now I can go see Jangles 

tomorrow and start my training as a circus 
elephant. And it’s all because of you Daisy. And 
don’t worry about your sneezes, I’ve got a great 
cure that’s sure to work. (TO AUDIENCE) 
Next time any of you go to the circus, be sure to 
look for me! Goodbye, Everybody! Daisy let’s 
go find that paper bag! 

 
Daisy: Goodbye…AA-AA-AA-AA-CH-

OOOOOOOOOOOO! (DOG LETS OUT A 
LOUD SNEEZE) 

 
 THEY EXIT TOGETHER 
 CLOSE CURTAIN 
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THE ELEPHANT Sung to: “The Mulberry Bush" 

The elephant goes like this and that, this and that, this and that. (Walk heavily and stomp 
feet)  
The elephant goes like this and that,  
Cause he's so big and he's so fat! (Puff up cheeks and stretch out arms) 

He has no fingers and has no toes, He has no fingers and has no toes. (Wiggle fingers; 
wiggle toes)  
He has no fingers and has no toes,  
But goodness, gracious, what a nose! (Pull hands out from face to suggest a long trunk.) 

 

Take Me Out To The Circus  Submitted By: Alica Bowen  
 
Sung to: "Take Me Out To The Ball Game" 
 
Take me out to the circus 
Take me out to the show 
Buy me some peanuts and crackerjacks 
I don't care if I ever get back 
 
Cause it's clap, clap, clap for the jugglers 
and laugh, laugh, laugh for the clowns 
 
For it's one, two, three rings of fun at the old big top.  
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PROGRAMS: Part 2 

 
 

CIRCUS STORYTIME 
 

BOOKS: 
 Circus by Lois Ehlert. HarperCollins, 1992. 

Ginger Jumps by Lisa Ernst. Bradbury, 1990 
Olivia Saves the Circus by Ian Falconer. Atheneum, 2002. 

 Spot Goes to the Circus by Eric Hill. Putnam, 1986. 
 
  
FINGERPLAY: 
 
 What do we see at the circus?    

Elephants stomping around.   (Stomp like elephants) 
Lions and tigers in big golden cages  (Roar like lions) 
And dogs that can walk upside down. (Walk like a dog on its hind legs and 

hold hands like paws.) 
 

            Sometimes we see a juggler   (Pretend to juggle) 
Or maybe a fuzzy, brown bear. (Walk around like a bear) 
Or tumblers that tumble all over the place,     (Roll hands over each other) 
And people who fly through the air. (Swing arms back and forth) 
 
There will probably be funny monkeys (Scratch like a monkey) 
And a seal with a ball on his nose, (Pretend to balance a ball on end of 

nose) 
And we’ll surely see clowns at the circus,  (Skip, smile and wave) 
There always are plenty of those. 
 
Brave horseback riders on horseback, (Hold out arms as if balancing) 
Can balance without a care. 
A man on a cycle with only one wheel, (Pedal with hands) 
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He looks right at home up there.  
 
If you want to chuckle with laughter, (Hold belly and laugh) 
And smile instead of frown. (Wipe hand across forehead) 
Go and enjoy the circus, (Point to children) 
The next time it comes to town.  (Shake finger for emphasis) 
 

Song:  Take Me Out to the Circus (Tune: Take me Out to the Ball Game) 
 

Take me out to the circus, 
Take me out to the show. 
Buy me some peanuts and caramel corn. 
I don’t care if I never come home 
  
For it’s laughing time at the circus.  
Watching the clowns do their tricks. 
Their faces are smiling, they clap their hands.  
They jump around to the tune of the band 
 
Then it’s magic time at the circus, 
When the magician shows us his tricks. 
The rabbit is there and then it is not. 
He disappears into a big black hat. 
 
Next it’s flying time at the circus 
With the trapeze in the air so high 
The performers swing through the air 
Turning and jumping and seeming to fly. 
 
Yes it was a wonderful time at the circus 
I’ll never forget that great day. 
It was one, two, three hours of fun, 
A wonderful funtastic fun day. 

 
CRAFT—Decorate clown hats.  
 
Supplies: White clown hats with elastic bands  purchased or made from posterboard. 
            Crayons or markers to decorate the hats. You can also use stickers. 

Let children decorate their hats. Play circus music and have a circus parade in 
the story area. 
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THE BEST CIRCUS SHOW EVER…AT THE LIBRARY 
 

This would be a great program to have teens put on for children or for teens to 
provide help.  
 
Decorate the room to look like a Big Top 

 Hang streamers from corner to corner 
 Hang balloons 
 Make a ticket booth from a large cardboard box.   

 
Play circus music in the background. 
 
Have different booths for children to visit. Give tickets at each booth.  Let children 
turn in tickets for tiny prizes like balls, rubber animals, or eye patches or to “buy” snacks. 
 
Set up a place where children can use the tickets to purchase popcorn, soda, cookies, etc. 
 
Make a Funny Face Booth—Do face painting and tattooing with fake tattoos. 
 
Freak Show—Gather eye masks, various materials for making monster faces and 
headdresses. You will want feathers, plastic noses, synthetic hair, markers, and 
Halloween type makeup.  Let children make themselves up. 
 
Mime—Have guest mime or two or three staff members or teens can dress in black and 
use white face makeup. They could be in the games area and place Simple Simon or other 
group game with several children at a time. 
 
Games: 
 
Hop and Pop:  Pile up bubble wrap and let children hop on it and pop it 
 
Ring Toss: Cover a traffic or parking cone and let children try to toss cardboard rings on 
it. 
 
Bowling: Clean, empty ½ gallon milk containers can make bowling pins. Let children 
bowl with a rubber ball. 
 
Ball Toss: Cover and decorate a large box. Cut a hole in one side. Let children try to 
throw a ball into the hole. 
 
Honeycomb Toss: Cut off the top of nine 1-gallon containers. Tape them together to 
form a square. Number each square. Children can toss a ball or beanbag into one of the 
squares and receive a prize corresponding to the number of the container that the bag 
lands inside.  

 
Adapted from Under the Big Book! Circus Fun at the Library, West Virginia Library Association  
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LET’S GO TO THE CIRCUS 
 
Open up with a short discussion of what children like about a circus. Ask how many of 
them have been to a circus.  What was their favorite act?  What kind of food did they eat?  
 
Activities: 
 
Read a picture book about the circus.  Here are a few suggestions. 
 
Bojacki, Tomek.  Circus Girl. Farrar, 2001.  
Daugherty, George. Acrobat Cats. Scholastic, 2002.  
Falconer, Ian. Olivia Saves the Circus. Atheneum, 2001. 
Priceman, Marjorie. Emeline at the Circus. Knopf, 1999. . 
 
The Imaginary Circus: A Creative Drama Activity 
 
You will want to play circus music in the background. Ask children to close their eyes.  
 
The leader says:  “Can you hear the music?  I do (play music softly). It sounds like a 
circus is coming. Why, here comes the circus parade. Let’s join it. Listen to the music. 
Imagine that you are all marching in a row, left, right, left right.  What are you wearing? 
Are you a clown…a tightrope walker…. the ringmaster?  How does it feel to be part of a 
wonderful circus band”?  
 
Open your eyes now, but continue to imagine that you are part of the band.  
You are carrying an instrument in the parade.  Imagine carrying the big bass drum or a 
flute. Maybe you are using your arms to make the trombone move back and forth. As you 
walk, play that instrument in your mind silently without any sound. ……Now, let’s try to 
play them aloud. First we have to practice.  When I point at you, make the sound of the 
instrument. If I raise my hand, make it louder. If I lower my hand, make it softer. Ready, 
let’s try it: When I clap my hand we will end the song. (Make it go faster and slower a 
few times with the children making the noises) 
 
Wow. You made a wonderful circus band.  
(Adapted from Iowa’s 1978 Summer Library Program Manual). 
 
Funny tie craft. Ask the children to bring an old tie (get some spares from someplace 
like Goodwill) and let them decorate them with glitter, ribbon, yarn, stickers, felt, etc.  
Have some staff members judge the decorated ties.  
 
Suggested snacks: Cotton Candy, Popcorn, Animal Crackers, jellybeans. (Serving 
peanuts or anything with peanuts is not a good idea because of children who may be 
allergic to peanuts. Peanuts or anything containing peanuts can cause a very serious 
reaction to someone who is allergic to them.)  
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CLOWNING AROUND AT THE LIBRARY 

 
Advertise for children to come dressed as a clown or in something that they think is 
funny.

 
Opening Song: WE ARE CLOWNS TODAY  
     

 
 
We are clowns today,   TUNE: Farmer in the Dell 
We are clowns today, 
Heigh-ho the Derry-oh,  
We are clowns today.  

 
We do tricks today, 
We do tricks today, 
Heigh-ho the Derry-oh, 
We do tricks today. 
 
Tell children something about the history of clowning. 
See next page. 
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A Brief History of Clowning 
 
Some people are afraid of clowns, but most people find them funny. People who are 
clowns have to learn how to be funny, how to make people laugh, how to do tricks, and 
how to get the audience involved. It looks like fun, but it is also hard work. 
 
We know a clown by his/her dress and makeup. They entertain us with tricks, juggling, 
and magic. People also like to see them doing skits where clowns solve problems in ways 
that make us laugh. Children and adults like to watch clowns do tricks, magic, and 
juggling.  They also like to see skits where clowns try to solve problems in funny and 
unusual ways, which the audience knows will not work. 
 
In the circus clowns perform as a break between circus acts.  When they make people 
laugh, it lets the audience relax after watching some of the daring and dangerous acts. 
 Clowns don’t talk much. They usually do pantomime-- acting out something without 
words. Clowns exaggerate their movements, and their exaggerated makeup shows people 
their wonderful facial expressions. They move in an exaggerated way, use big facial 
expressions that everyone can see because of their makeup. Clowns make us laugh. 
 
We don’t really know how clowning started, but in many areas of the world, there would 
be a “fool” who would perform for laughs. In European courts there was often a court 
jester, who told jokes and did tricks to make the king or queen laugh.  
 
The idea to use full-face makeup started in China. Face painting began there by about 
500 B.C. – that’s 2500 years ago! Actors there used makeup to create a mask-like face. 
They were imitating makeup worn by King Lan Liu when he went to fight in a battle. 
About 1700 years ago, a clown character was created to imitate the Chinese Prime 
Minister named Bo Bi. They were making fun of him. 
 
During the Middle Ages in Europe, there were village fools and court jesters, who 
acted a little like our clowns today, but they didn’t use makeup. In Italy there was street 
theater that was popular 500 years ago called the commedia dell’art. The characters 
gradually changed into clowns, and clowning spread throughout Europe.   
 
Each type of clown contributed to what a clown is today. A French man named Deburau 
created the Pierrot character, the first Western clown to wear makeup. Harlequin, who 
loved pranks Pantaloon, wore baggy clothes, and Brighella  had a big sense of humor. 
Other important clowns were Pulcinella, who became the Punch of Punch and Judy and a 
character called Clown. That name stuck and became the word for these funny 
performers.  In the early 1800’s Joseph Grimaldi developed Clown with a white face and 
fancy and outrageous costumes.  This led to more use of exaggerated makeup. 
 
 
There are three main styles of clowns and their  makeup.  
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 The Auguste clown does slapstick humor, has his face painted partly white along with 
other bright colors,  

 The Grotesque clown acts like he/she is someone important but foolish. This type 
clown wears an all-white face, has a large red mouth, and a big fat nose.  

 The Character clown, also known as a “tramp” clown dresses like a hobo, acts sad. 
His fact is usually darkened.  

 
Their makeup helps clowns stand out. It also makes it easy to see their features from up 
in the stands  
 
Clowns show us that the mistakes and silly things we do are not as serious as we think 
they are. 
 
Perhaps you can find someone who does clowning and would be willing to 
demonstrate some of his or her skills—less as a performance, more as a 
demonstration. This can include:  
 Putting on the makeup  
 Putting clown clothes on over street clothes  
 Showing how they take on a clown personality 
 Showing a few of their props 
 Telling how they got started clowning 
 Why they enjoy doing it 

 
Make Clown Hats and/ or Silly Wigs 
 

Silly Wig 
You will need: 
1 six-inch paper plate 
1 package of crepe paper (any color) 
hole punch 
glue 
scissors 
yarn or elastic 
 
Punch a hole on one side of a plate and on the opposite side of the plate.  
Tie on two pieces of yarn or a piece of elastic for a chin strap. 
Cut the crepe paper in half so that you have a folded section about 10 inches long. Make 
cuts parallel to the folds.  
Leave about an inch at the top. Unfold. You will now have a 10" grass skirt. 
Start gluing the fringe around the edge of the plate continuing inward until the whole 
plate is covered.  
You can cut bangs In the front, roll the ends, add a bow to the top, etc. Tie it on your 
head for lots of giggles.  
 
CREDIT: Eloise Symonds, Octavia Fellin Public Library, Gallup, New Mexico. Used with permission from 
the New Mexico State Library. 
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TEDDY BEAR TENT SHOW  
 

This program centers around the Teddy Bear Skit and provides an opportunity to involve 
older children in programming for a younger audience.  Before the students do the skit, 
you may do a  
short storytime or you may want to follow it up with a teddy bear craft or art activity.  Go 
to http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/teddy/ for some printable activity pages. 
 
This skit originally appeared in Wisconsin’s 1996 Summer Library Program Manual, 
“Razzle, Dazzle, Read” and is reprinted with the permission of the Wisconsin 
Department of Public Instruction, DLTCL. 
 
Books: 
A
 Spanish version: Donde Esta Mi Osito?  

lborough, Jez. Where’s My Teddy. Candlewick, 1993. 

Harris, Trudy. Up Bear, Down Bear. Houghton Mifflin, 2001. 
Weninger, Brigitte. Ragged Bear. North-South Books, 1998 
Wickstrom, Sylvie. I Love You, Mister Bear. Harper Collins, 2004.  
 
 

 
Teddy Bear Tent Show:  A Skit 

 
Use this skit at Funtastic Reading story programs in combination with other 
materials.  The skit might also be performed at summer’s end for a large audience 
of participants and parents.  
 
This skit is designed to involve older elementary school children.  Fourth, fifth, and sixth 
graders can make their own puppets with inexpensive materials, practice the skit, and 
then produce it for younger children.  To help them, library staff should provide materials 
for the puppets and copies of Corduroy by Don Freeman, Jesse Bear, What Will You 
Wear? by Nancy Carlstrom, and any of the Winnie-the-Pooh and Berenstain Bears books. 
 

Characters 
Ringmaster, Puppets—Corduroy, Jesse Bear, Winnie-the-Pooh, the Berenstain Bears 
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Directions for Paper Bag Puppets 
The children can design simple and inexpensive puppets after looking through the books 
provided to refresh their memories about familiar bear characters.  Use the sketches for 
Corduroy here as a guide to construction.  Children will need these things. 
 
 brown paper lunch bags   
 scissors 
 markers 
 glue 
 construction paper for heads, arms, and feet 
 construction paper or fabric for bears’ clothing 

 
1. Draw the face of a character in the skit and glue it to the bottom of a brown 

paper lunch bag. 
2. Cut out arms and feet.  Glue them to the sides and front of the bag. 
3. Use paper or fabric to create an appropriate costume for the bear character. 

 
NOTE:  Curl fingers into folded area of bag to move head during the skit. 
 

Alternative “Players” 
 Stick puppets can be designed using colored-paper bear characters taped onto 

paint sticks. 
 Children can make and wear bear ears attached to headbands and act out the story 

themselves. 
 

Props 
 Cue card reading “Audience claps wildly.” 
 18-inch cord to use as a jump rope 

 
Set 

Puppet theater with circus decorations, or a doorway with curtains on a tension rod.  
Decorate with stars and balloons.  For background music, use a recording of the song 
“Waltzing with Bears.”  Many versions are available. 
 

Stage Directions 
As the play is about to start, the Ringmaster comes out, very nervous, looks behind the 
curtain again, then returns wringing his hands.  The music stops. Ringmaster checks 
watch, clears throat, and begins. 
 
Ringmaster (RM):  Ladies and gentlemen!  Boys and girls!  Tonight you will have the 
experience of a lifetime!  You’ll see the youngest teddy bear in the world with his famous 
clown act!  You’ll witness the most extraordinary sister and brother bears perform their 
magic tricks way up high on the flying trapeze!  You’ll see one of the most well-known 
teddy bears do somersaults on his bicycle!  And last, but certainly not least, you’ll hum 
along with the incomparable and delightful bear, our friend from England, as he dances 
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on the top of a telephone.  RM looks toward the curtain or in behind the stage of the 
puppet theater, and then whispers loudly:  Come on, come on!  We haven’t got all day! 
 
Corduroy:  I can’t go on, Mr. Ringmaster.  I can’t find the button to my pants! 
 
RM:  Oh no, not again!  Can’t you find a mattress around here with a button?  Who’s got 
a button for Corduroy?  Oh dear, can’t we ever start a show on time around here? 
 
Jesse (crying):  I don’t know what to wear!  I can’t find my socks!  I think the dog ate 
them!  And I forgot my clown costume when we left the last town!  Boo hoo! 
 
RM:  Jesse, don’t start crying again. Just go barefoot.  (Ho, ho, that’s a funny one!  He is 
kind of bearfoot all the time, isn’t he?)  Now where are those Berenstain kids?  Hiding 
from me again?  Come, come, we have a crowd waiting! 
 
Brother:  Sister was here just minute ago, Mr. Ringmaster, but now I can’t find her! 
 
RM:  Oh no, and where is Winnie-the-Pooh Bear?  Come, come, the Teddy Bear Tent 
Show is about to start!  We’ll just have to begin without them! 
 
Sister (excitedly):  I found him!  I found him!  I found Winnie-the-Pooh over in the other 
tent.  He was looking for his honey jar.  Now we can start the show! 
 
RM:  Good, now we can get started.  But where’s your bicycle, Corduroy? 
 
Corduroy:  I had to leave it at the department story with my button.  I think it’s up on the 
toy shelf. 
 
RM:  Well, I guess we’ll just have to do our circus tent show without a bicycle.  What 
about you two Berenstain kids?  Where’s your safety equipment for the trapeze? 
 
Brother and Sister (hanging their heads):  Uh…we forgot it at home. 

RM:  Oh no!  I guess we’d better not send you way up there without a net and harnesses.  
(Aside to audience and wringing his hands.)  Why did I ever promise to do a show with 
these bears?  No clowns, no trapeze act, no bear on a bicycle.  What am I going to do?  
Well, at least everyone knows good old Winnie-the-Pooh, and he’s always prepared. 
Winnie, are you ready?  Let me give you some help setting up that telephone pole. 

Winnie (yawning and stretching):  I’m really rather tired.  Would you mind if I just 
watched? 

RM:  Watch?  Watch!  Don’t you know that I was counting on you?  This whole show is 
ruined!  Come on Winnie, we need you!  Please come up with an idea!  We can’t let all 
of these children go home disappointed!  You know lots of Hums of Pooh!  Couldn’t you 
say one of your hums?  Or hum it?  That audience is counting on us! 
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Winnie (scratching his head with one paw):  Hmmmmm, I can only think of one of my 
hums right now, and I shall hum it.  (Curtain goes up and audience cheers wildly for 
Winnie-the-Pooh.  He bows, then clears his throat.)  My hum is called “Furry Bear.”  It 
goes like this.  (Clears throat again.) 

If I were a bear and a big bear too 
I shouldn’t much care if it froze or snew; 
I shouldn’t much mind if it snowed or friz- 
I’d be all fur-lined with a coat like his! 
 
For I’d have fur boots and a brown fur wrap, 
And brown fur knickers and a big fur cap. 
I’d have a fur muffle-ruff to cover my jaws, 
And brown fur mittens on my big brown paws. 
 
With a big brown furry-down up to my head, 
I’d sleep all the winter in a big fur bed. 
(Source:  Milne, A.A.  Now We Are Six.  C1927, 1955) 
 
(Show applause cue card.  Winnie bows several times and leaves.) 
 
RM:  Thank you, Winnie, for your fine performance!  And now ladies and gentlemen, a 
slight change in our show tonight.  Aside:  Oh dear, what in the world can we have them 
perform?  (RM looks behind the curtain, is heard whispering to the Berenstain Bears, 
then returns to front of puppet stage.) 
 
Our Flying Berenstain Bears have a NEW act for you!  They usually perform in the air, 
but due to the…uh…air quality…they’re going to perform on the ground this time!  They 
are known for their courageous skills at running and climbing, so help me sing “The Bear 
Went Over the Mountain” as they show you their remarkable mountain climbing 
abilities!  (RM leads the audience in singing as the Berenstain Bears climb a mountain, 
look out into the distance, and return down the mountain.  They take their bow, then turn 
to RM.) 
 
Sister (stage whisper):  You know, Mr. Ringmaster, Corduroy and Jesse Bear feel really 
bad ‘cuz they weren’t ready for our circus show tonight either. 
 
Brother:  And I’ve got a great idea.  We all know how to make them feel better and do 
something for the show. 
 
RM:  What’s that, Brother? 
 
Brother:  How ‘bout if we all come out together and do the Teddy Bear jump rope 
rhyme together?  Come on everyday! 
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RM:  That’s a great idea!  I’ve got a rope right here that we can use.  Can I get someone 
from the audience to help me turn it?  (RM gets a volunteer from audience and they turn 
the rope gently as the bears jump rope.)  Come on, Jesse!  Come on, Corduroy! 
 
(All the puppets chant together) 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, turn around. 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, touch the ground. 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, climb the stairs. 
Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear, say your prayers. 
 
(Show the applause cue card.  Bears take a bow when the chant is done as the audience 
claps.) 
 
RM (to the bears):  Thank you, thank you!  (To the audience):  Whew!  And thank you, 
for “bearing” with us while we made a few…ah…slight changes in our show.  Next time 
there’s a teddy bear tent show, I’m going to suggest that we do something simple, 
like…uh…magic tricks, or disappearing acts…or maybe, just… (“Waltzing with Bears” 
music starts up.)  Like I was saying, I think we’ll keep it simple.  Like…just waltzing 
with bears!  (They all grab hands and waltz together as the music plays, then fades.) 
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Circus Time:  A Draw-and-Tell Story 

 
 
©1982 from Stories to Draw by Jerry J. Mallett and Marian R. Bartsch (Freline, 1982).  Reprinted by permission of 
Highsmith Press.  Further reproduction without permission is expressly prohibited. 

Editor’s note.  You may wish to eliminate the reference to the chair and pistol in the lion 
tamer section and instead say he cracked his whip and pointed to each animal to make it 
perform its tricks. 

Story 
It was morning, and Debbie was wide awake. 
“Kim, Kim, “ she called to her sleeping sister.  “Wake up.  Today’s the day for the 
circus!” 
Neither of the girls had ever been to a circus before, and today was the big day they’d 
been waiting for…when the circus came to town. 
They dressed in a hurry and rushed downstairs. 
“Easy does it, girls,” said their mother when she saw how excited they were. 
”Remember,” added their father, “It doesn’t start until this afternoon.” 
To Debbie and Kim it seemed like forever before afternoon came.  At last they all 
finished their lunch, piled into their car, and drove to the huge field where the “big top” 
tent had been pitched. 
Soon they had bought tickets and found their seats in the grandstand.  The show was 
about to begin. 
“Look, Debbie,” said Kim.  “The THREE CIRCUS RINGS are arranged to form a 
triangle.” 

 122



 
    
 MAKE YOURSELF UP WORKSHOP   

 
 
Books: Decorate Yourself:  Cool Designs for Temporary Tattoos, Face Painting, 

Henna, and More, by Tom Andrich 
Be a Clown!:  Techniques from a Real Clown, by Ron Burgess 
The Usborne Book of Face Painting, by Chris Chaudron 
Stage Makeup:  Step by Step, by Rosemarie Swinfield 

 
Age:  Middle grade to young adult 
 
Activities: Face painting; Creating a clown character 
 
Materials: Face make-up kits from costume or party shops 
  Homemade make-up (see recipe below) 
  Cold cream 
  Lipsticks 
  Eye shadows 
  Eye liners 
  Rouges 

Make-up brushes 
  Q-Tips 
  Kleenex 
  Mirrors 
  Old towels to put over clothes 
  Variety of clown pictures showing different styles of make-up. 
 
Recipe for Make-up: 
 
-2 teaspoons shortening 
-5 teaspoons of cornstarch 
-Food coloring 
-1 teaspoon flour 
-Glycerin 
 
Blend together the shortening, corn starch, and flour.  Add glycerin a few drops at a time 
to form a creamy consistency.  Make several batches of this mixture, adding a different 
color of food coloring to get a variety of make-up bases.  Other ingredients such as cocoa, 
peanut butter, cornmeal, and coconut may be added to add color and texture to the make-
up. 
 
Instructions:  
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Kids can get ideas for face painting from illustrations in the above books and make up 
their face to match the illustrations.  They can also create their own “characters” on their 
faces.  Kids can either make themselves up or make each other up. Participants should 
wear hair pulled back from their face or bring an elastic band or stretch headband. 
 
Once they have made themselves up, give each person one and two or three jokes or 
riddles. Let them practice for a few minutes. Then let each “clown” share the 
jokes/riddles.  
 
Have a contest for the following: 
-The brightest make-up 
-The most original face 
-The scariest face 
-Any other categories 
 
Adapted from:  Razzle Dazzle Summer:  Read Under the Big Top.  1998 Tennessee 
Summer Reading Program 
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WORD GAMES/ PUZZLES PROGRAM     

 
Ages 8-11 
 
Introduce children to types of word games, such as palindromes, anagrams, and 
oxymorons. 
 
Palindromes: An expression that reads the same backwards as it does forwards. 
 

Books:   Agee, John. Go Hang a Salami! I’m A Lasagna Hog 
      Agee, John. Palindromania. Farrar, 2002. 
     Agee, John.  Sit On A Potato Pan, Otis. Farrar, 1999. 
 
Anagrams:   A word or phrase formed by rearranging the letters of another word or 

phrase  
 

Books:   Agee, John. Elvis Lives! And Other Anagrams. Farrar, 2000. 
 
Oxymorons: an expression that seems contradictory such as resident alien. 

 
Books:  Agee, John. Who Ordered The Jumbo Shrimp? And Other Oxymorons.  

Farrar, 1998. 
 

Puzzles of Various Types 
 

Books: Townsend, Charles Barry. The World's Biggest Puzzle Book. Sterling, 
2002  
Hovanec, Helene. Funny Animal Puzzles. Sterling, 2002. 
 

Share some examples of each of the above types of word games.  

Break group into “teams” of three or four. 

Give each group samples of each type to solve. 

Have each group try to make up their own examples of these word games and then share 

them with the entire group.  

Serve a mixed-up snack, such as chex mix. 

Submitted by Pat Miller, State Library of Virginia.  804-692-3765.
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 ALPHABET SOUP FUN 

 
Ages 4-8. 

 
Open with The Alphabet Soup song 
 

THE ALPHABET SOUP SONG  
(Tune: “This Old Man”) 

 
Alphabet Soup,  
Eat it up, 
In a bowl or in a cup, 
With a slurp, slurp, 
 lick, lick, 
Wipe it off your chin. 
This is how it all begins. 
 
Alphabet Soup,  
Starts with an “A,” 
Asparagus, broccoli 
Eat ‘em every day, 
Add a carrot, dumpling. 
Drop ‘em in the pot. 
Get your soup now while it’s hot.  
 
Alphabet Soup, 
Then comes “E,” 
Escarole and fettucine. 
And a gooseberry, hot dog, 
Drop ‘em in the pot. 
Get your soup now while it’s hot. 
 
Alphabet Soup, 
Now comes “I,” 
Ice cream, jelly, 
Try it on the side. 
With a slurp, slurp,  
 lick lick, 
Wipe it off your chin. 
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Let’s go on to K, L, M. 
 
Alphabet Soup 
Kiwi fruit, 
Lentils, mushrooms,  
I don’t give a hoot. 
For nutmeg, okra,  
Prunes and quinces, too. 
Now add R, S, T, and U. 
 
Alphabet Soup 
Ready for “R” 
Rhutabaga, 
Spinach in a jar. 
Add a turnip, un-yun?   (shake head) 
I know! Ugli fruit – 
This will make you want to root! 
 
Alphabet Soup 
Almost through, 
Vinegar, wax beans, 
Feed it to a crew 
With an X X, hug, hug, 
Yams and zucchini 
 
SOUP IS SUPER STUFF FOR ME! 
 
SOURCE: Mudluscious : Stories and Activities Featuring Food for Preschool Children 
by Jan Irving and Robin Currie  
Copyright, © 1986 Janet Kay Irving and Roberta H. Currie. Libraries Unlimited. 
Reproduced with permission of Greenwood Publishing Group, Inc., Westport, CT. 
 
Read some books featuring soup such as:  
 
Asch, Frank. Monsieur Saguette And His Baguette.Kids Can Press, 2004.  
Bonning, Tony. Fox Tail Soup. Simon and Schuster, 2002. 
Brown, Marcia. Stone Soup:An Old Tale. Macmillan, 1947. 
Ehlert, Lois. Growing Vegetable Soup. Harcourt, 1991. 
Meddaugh, Susan. Martha Blah Blah  Houghton Mifflin, 1996. 
 
Select from other activities 
 
Cereal Words 
 Pass out alphabet cereal. Let children make words with the cereal letters and glue 

them on bright construction paper.  
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Play Sentence Soup  (Adapted from an idea at 
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Delphi/1979/games/sentence-soup.html) 
 
 Preparation:  Create some fun sentences. Cut up the sentence into words and put the 

words in an envelope or plastic bag.  
 Break the group up into teams of four. The teams should be mixed ages. 
 Give each team an envelope and ask them not to open it until you say “start” 
 Teams try to put the words in order so that the sentence makes sense. The first team 

to do it correctly gets a point. 
 Have enough sentences that you can do four or five rounds.  
 Award a small prize to the members of the winning team.  

 
Design an Illuminated Letter 
 Provide children with paper, markers, crayons, stickers, etc. 
 Let each child choose a letter, draw it big and decorate it. 
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FUNTASTIC BUBBLE FUN  
 
Age range: All ages   
 
Theme/Purpose:  Inexpensive program for all ages  
 
Description or outline of program content: 
 
Make your own bubble solution with this recipe: 
2 cups dishwashing detergent 
1.5 quarts of water 
¾ cup of white corn syrup 
Mix well and cover—let settle overnight at room temperature 
 
Make large bubble wands with coat hangers—untwist and cut off the handles with 
wire cutter.  Re-twist and cover ends with duct tape.  Bend into unique shapes. 
You can also attach straws together into different shapes, especially using the ones that 
bend.  Other bubble makers are cookie cutters, wire whisks, funnels, and rings. 
 
Cut a long sheet of kraft paper and place it on the ground outside or inside if you have a 
tile floor.  Have children experiment with bubbles and the splat shapes that fall onto the 
paper.  For a really messy activity, you can add a drop of tempura paint to the bubble 
solution and blow onto white paper to see the splat patterns. 
 
Resources Needed: 
    

Staff:  Two people and teen helpers 
     

Books, CD’s etc.: 
Packard, Mary.  Bubble Trouble.  Scholastic 1995 ASIN 059048513X 
Hulme, Joy N.  Bubble Trouble.  Childrens Press, 1999.  ISBN 0516264737 
Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker.  Pop!  A Book about Bubbles.  Harper Trophy 
2001.  ISBN 0064452085 
   
Craft supplies and Manipulatives: 

Bubble solution, straws, cookie cutters, rings, kraft paper or white paper on a roll 
 
 Submitted by: Name: Pat Muller, Library of Virginia. Phone: 804-692-3765   
e-mail: pmuller@lva.lib.va.us 
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Family Circus 
 

Program Length: 2 hours          Age Range: Family Program 
 
Activities:  Face Painting  
 

Peanut Toss—Families are divided into groups of ten (groups may   
consist of more than one family).  Five people in each group form 
a single line.  The other five form another line facing the first five 
people.  At least two groups of families must be formed.  Each 
group is given a peanut.  At a signal from the librarian, each group 
begins tossing the peanut back and forth.  Each time a peanut is 
dropped, it is tossed back to the front of the line and the tossing 
begins again.  The group who tosses the most peanuts into a bowl 
at the end of the line during a certain time period wins the game. 

 
Balloon Races—Families are divided into groups of ten (groups 
may consist of more than one family).  At least two groups of ten 
must be formed.  Each group forms a single line at one end of the 
room.  At the other end of the room, there are chairs set up (one 
per group).  A balloon is placed in each chair.  At a signal from the 
librarian, the first person on each team walks quickly to their chair 
and sits on the balloon until it pops.  Once it pops, they run back 
and tag the next person in line.  The librarian places another 
balloon in each group’s chair.  The next person walks quickly to 
their group’s chair and sits on the balloon until it pops.  This 
continues until a team has popped all of their balloons.  The team 
who pops all of their balloons first wins. 

 
Clown Dress-up—Families are divided into groups of five (a 
group may consist of more than one family).  There must be at 
least two groups playing at any one time.  Each group forms a 
single line at one end of the room.  The following items (one of 
each item for each team) are placed at the other end of the room:  a 
clown suit, a pair of shoes, a red nose, and a wig.  One person from 
each team will be the clown.  The others will take turns running or 
walking to the other end of the room to retrieve one item.  As the 
item is retrieved, the person will run or walk back to the other end 
of the room and give the item to the clown to put on.  The first 
group to dress their clown in all four items wins. 

 
Decorate Your Own Carousel Horse—Each family member will 
be given a paper carousel horse (see pattern below. Enlarge as 
needed.)   Each person will decorate his/her horse with crayons, 
markers, beads, etc. Each family will then be given a large sheet of 
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construction paper on which to glue their horses, creating a family 
carousel. 
 

Books:   Olivia Saves the Circus, by Ian Falconer 
   Circus Family Dog, by Andrew Clements 
   The Day the Circus Came to Town, by Melody Carlson 
   Circus Train, by Joseph Smith 
 
 
Submitted by: Melissa Wright, Mississippi Library Commission. melissaw@mlc.lib.ms.us 
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LET’S GO TO THE FAIR  
 
 
 
Age range:  Pre-School and early elementary   
Theme/Purpose:  Going to the Fair  
 
 
“LET’S GO TO THE FAIR”                                 “GOING TO THE FAIR” 
 
Let’s go to the fair,                                                     We’re going to the fair.  
Oh, what a treat                                                          We’re going to the fair. 
With rides and games,                                                Hi-ho the merry-o,  
And good things to eat.                                              We’re going to the fair. 
 
Come one, come all.                                                    We’re going to play some games. 
Don’t miss any stall.                                                    We’re going to play some games. 
There will be animals, fruits,                                       Hi-ho the merry-o. 
the biggest vegetables, too.                                         We’re going to play some games. 
There might even be a prize for you. 
                                                                                    We’ll ride the merry-go-round. 
Games and games and games galore.                         We’ll ride the merry-go-round.   
You could win prizes and more.                                 Hi-ho the merry –o 
Throw a ball, toss a ring.                                            We’ll ride the merry-go-round. 
See what kind of prizes it brings.                                    
                                                                                    We’re going to get some food. 
Go and ride the merry-go-round.                                We’re going to get some food. 
Up and down, round and round.                                  Hi-ho the merry-o. 
Then ride the Ferris wheel                                          We’re going to get some food. 
Up and down, you circle around. 
You see the sky and then the ground.                         We’ve had so much fun. 
                                                                                     We’ve had so much fun. 
Candy apples, cotton candy,                                         Hi-ho, the merry-o. 
Roasted peanuts too.                                                     We’ve had so much fun. 
You will need a drink.                                                                   Written by Christine Payne 
So I suppose lemonade will do. 
                               Written by Christine Payne 
 
 
 

 132



Craft supplies and  Manipulatives:  Glue and paper. Find a picture of a Clown with his 
hand stuck out 
                                                              . 
Play games 

 
Do a Duck pond.   
              Have toy ducks with numbers on the bottom of the duck. 

 When the children pick them up, have small  prizes in 3 different containers, and 
whatever # was on the bottom of their duck, they get to pick a prize from 
that container.  

 
Handouts:  Have a picture of a clown with his hand stuck out. Draw 
                                 strings up from his hand at different angles and let the children   
                                 glue round circles  (like balloons) on them  Have different  
                                 color circles to use.  
 
Submitted by Christine Payne (cpayne@whthegrayson.lib.va.us)  Wythe County Public Library, 300 E. 
Monroe St., Wytheville, VA  24382  1-276-228-4951 
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FUNTASTIC READING SUMMER LIBRARY OLYMPICS 
 

Have a special evening or weekend program with games and “athletic” contests 
 
Organize games and contests that different ages can play. Even babies in highchairs can have an 
eating contest.  
**These are set to be outdoors but if you have a big enough meeting room, some things could be 
done in the library such as:  

 musical chairs 
 balancing jellybeans on a spoon or similar relay 
 storytelling contest 
 bean bag toss 

 
Suggestions for outdoor "events":  Select several of these for your “Olympics”  
Have small prizes—a piece of candy, bookmark, food coupons, etc. 
 
Have staff dress up like clowns for the day. 
 
Group events 
 

• 50 yard dash 
• Frisbee throw 
• Relays  
• Treasure hunt 
• Hacky sack  
• Frog catching 
• Egg on spoon running relay 
• Pie throwing 
• Sack race 
• Tug o'war 
• Free-throw (basketball or other) contest 
• Blinking contest 

 
  
Individual skill events 
 
 

• Water balloon toss 
• Ring toss 
• Obstacle course 
• Softball throw 
• Jump rope 
• Shoe toss 
• Biking/big wheels—Set up a course around the library parking lot 
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Joke Storytime 
   
 

The idea for this program  came from Laura Allen’s book, Clever Letters and was 
developed by Angie Manfredi from the Arthur Johnson Regional Library, Raton, NM. 
Used with permission of the New Mexico State Library and adapted by Jane Connor, 
South Carolina State Library. 
 
What’s needed: Riddle and joke books 
 Post-It® notes. 

Posterboard or other heavy paper cut to the same size as the Post-It® notes. 
 

Stick the Post-It® to the posterboard. Write the joke on the front of the Post-It®, and 
write the answer on the posterboard underneath.   
 
Modify this by: 
 Putting a number of Post-Its® on a single piece of posterboard. 
 Doing a knock-knock joke board 
 Mix up answers and have kids find the right joke. 

 
Suggested books to read: 

 
Kasza, Keiko. My Lucky Day. Putnam, 2003. 
Lester, Helen. Three Cheers For Tacky. Houghton Mifflin, 1994. 
Wells, Rosemary. Timothy’s Tales from Hilltop School. Viking, 2002.  
Or any other of your favorite funny picture books 

 
You can also use this idea for a bulletin board/display, and the children can lift the flap to 
see the answers to the jokes. 
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FUNTASTIC PICNIC FUN 
 

Ages 4-7 
 
Did you know that July 10 is Teddy Bear Picnic Day? 
 
Set up the room with blankets and tablecloths on the floor.  
Play the music for Teddy Bear’s Picnic. If you are using a Teddy Bear picnic theme, have 

children bring a favorite bear or stuffed animal 
 
Talk about picnics.  

What do the children like about having a picnic? 
What do they like to eat at a picnic? 
Where do they like to go for a picnic? Etc. 
 

Some books to choose from to read to the group:  
Alborough, Jez  It's the Bear. Candlewick, 1996. 
Bratton, John W. Teddy Bear’s Picnic. Harper, 1998. 
Hamilton, Richard. Polly’s Picnic. Bloomsbury, 2003 
McCully, Emily Arnold’s  Picnic. HarperCollins, 2003. 
Bunting, Eve. A Picnic in October (Ages5-8) Harcourt, 1999. 
Choi, Sook Nyul. Halmoni & The Picnic. Houghton Mifflin, 1993. 
Mahy, Margaret. The Rattlebang Picnic. Puffin, 1998. 
Woodson, Jacqueline. We Had A Picnic This Sunday Past. Hyperion, 1998. 
 

Choose some picnic activities to do:  
 Sack race 
 Three-legged race 
 Watermelon spitting contest (lay out plastic in the “spitting” area) 
 Balloon race 

 
Pass the Fruit Relay.   

 Split children into teams. Have no more than eight children on a team. 
 Each team lines up at one end of the room 
 Place picnic type baskets at each end of the room. 
 Give each team a hard piece of fruit (apple, pear, orange) 
 At the signal, the first person on each team places the fruit between the knees and 

walks as quickly as possible to the basket, drops it in, and walks back to the 
starting point.  

 If the fruit it dropped the child returns to starting place and begins again. 
 The next person walks to the basket, picks up the fruit and puts it between the 

knees and walks back to give it to the next member of the team 
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 Memory game.  
Have the children sit in a circle and start with the letter "A" I'm going on a picnic 
and I'm going to bring (name something with an "A.") The next child has to 
remember what the "A" item was and add a "B" item, and so on. 

 
 
Song: The Ants Go Marching (Tune: When Johnny Comes Marching Home Again) 
 
The ants go marching one by one, 
Hurrah, Hurrah 
The ants go marching one by one, 
Hurrah, Hurrah 
The ants go marching one by one, 
The little one stops to pick up a bone 
And they all go marching down to the ground, 
To get out of the rain. 
 
The ants go marching two by two, 
Hurrah, Hurrah 
The ants go marching two by two, 
Hurrah, Hurrah 
The ants go marching two by two, 
The little one stops to tie his shoe. 
And they all go marching down to the ground, 
To get out of the rain. 
 
Other verses:  
The ants go marching three by three, The little one stops to climb a tree 
The ants go marching four by four, The little one stops to open the door 
The ants go marching five by five, (The little one stops to scratch his hives) 
The ants go marching six by six, the little one stops to pick up a stick 
 
If you want to keep it going, have children make up additional verses. 
 
Have children bring a sack lunch or snack to eat at the picnic or serve drinks and  
cookies. You could also serve Ants on a Log—celery sticks filled with peanut butter and 
raisins.  Because of peanut allergies you could use cream cheese instead of peanut butter. 
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CAPTAIN UNDERPANTS DAY 
 

Tell children to wear their favorite pair of boxer shorts over their clothes. 
 
Read one or more of these books or selections from them. 
 
Pilkey, Dav. Adventures of Captain Underpants. Blue Sky Press, 1997.  
Monsell, Mary. Underwear. Whitman, 1993. 
Brown, Marc. Arthur’s Underwear. Little, Brown, 1999. 
 
Craft:  Decorate an enlarged pair of paper under shorts with flowers, sequins, patches, 
feathers, etc. 
 
See Dav Pilkey’s website: www.davpilkey.com for information about the author and 
some more activity ideas. 
 

 Adapted from idea developed by Kathy Manes, Alamogordo Public Library in the New Mexico 2002 
Summer Reading Manual, “ READiculous” 
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LAURA NUMEROFF DAY  

 
All of Numeroff’s “If you Give” books are funtastic and great to read aloud to groups: 

 
(Spanish version in (   ) 

If You Give a Mouse a Cookie (Si Le Das Una Galletita A Un Raton) 
If You Give a Moose a Muffin (Si Le Das Una Galletita A Un Raton) 

 If You Give a Pig a Pancake (Si Le Das Un Panqueque A Una Cerdita) 
If You Take A Mouse To School (Si Llevas Un Raton A La Escuela) 
If You Take A Mouse To The Movies (Si Llevas Un Raton Al Cine) 
(all published by HarperCollins) 
 
Read one or two of the books. 
 
Fingerplay: Make Cookies 
 
I am making cookie dough  
Round and round the beaters go (make round and round motion)  
 
Add some flour from a cup (pretend to pour) 
Stir and stir the batter up (pretend to stir) 
 
Roll them, and cut them, nice and neat (roll hands, pretend to cut) 
Put them on a cookie sheet (pretend to lay out cookies) 
 
Bake them and count them 123 (count with fingers) 
and serve them to your friends for tea! 
 

Happy Mouse 
(Sing to the tune of “Old MacDonald”)  

Once there was a little mouse. 
He found a little cheese. 
He took it to his little house. 
His wife was very pleased. 
With a “Squeak, squeak” here, 
And a “Squeak, squeak” there. 
Here a “Squeak,” there a “Squeak,” 
Everywhere a “Squeak, squeak.” 
Once there was a little mouse. 
A happy mouse was he.  

Make, decorate, or serve cookies, muffins, or pancakes. 
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THE MISS SWAMP UNIVERSE PAGEANT 
 

Submitted by Gail Walden, Canton Branch, Madison County (MS) Library System.  
(601)-859-3202/ gwalden@mad.lib.ms.us 

 
Age range: 5 up 
 
Theme/purpose: To introduce books in a fun and entertaining way 
 
Description or outline of program content:  The Miss Swamp Universe Pageant is 
done as a play. 
 
Resources needed:  Bouquet of dead flowers 
           Crown or tiara 
           An Abiyoyo mask 
           A Viola Swamp mask 
           A Hairy Man mask   
  The masks can be put together with imagination and need not be costly. 
 
Staff: Three persons 
 
Books, cd’s etc.:  Abiyoyo by Pete Seeger 
       Miss Nelson is Missing by Harry Allard 
        Wiley and the Hairy Man by Molly Bang 
         Pageant music 
 
Other Materials:  Puppet theater and puppets  for puppet show OR 
         Live actors, carpet and flowers or live performance. 
 
 
See next page for script. 
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THE MISS SWAMP UNIVERSE PAGEANT 
 

Characters:  Beauty pageant MC’s, Viola Swamp, Hairy Man, Abiyoyo 
 
MC 1: Welcome ladies and gentlemen, to the competition, which honors the 
poise, personality, and talent of creatures of the nether worlds, the Annual 
Swamp Thing Competition! And YOU, the audience, will be the judges who 
decide our winner today. I would like to introduce you to your co-hosts—
I’m Moe, this is Larry, and that’s Curly. 
 
MC 2: Please allow me to introduce our three finalists. They were selected 
from among a number of characters in children’s literature as the characters 
most likely to be your favorite Swamp Thing. 
 
MC 3: And now, without further ado, here they are: 
 
(MC1 puts on pageant music, and then each host introduces the other 
contestants) 
 
MC 2: Finalist #1 from the Tombigbee River Swamp, the Hairy Man (MC 
3) (Applause) 
 
MC 1: Finalist #2 from Horace B. Smedley Elementary School, Miss Viola 
Swamp 
(MC 2) (Applause) 
 
MC 3: And last, but not least, from parts unknown, Abiyoyo (MC 1) 
 
MC 1: To open our show, all the contestants are going to entertain you with 
a little song, one of their favorites. 
 
Nobody likes us, everybody hates us. 
Guess we’ll go eat worms.  
Big, fat, juicy ones, Tiny little squiggly ones, 
Watch them wiggle and squirm. 
 
Bite their heads off. 
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Suck their guts out. 
Throw their skins away. 
I don’t see how birds can live 
On three worms a day! 
 
MC 3:  Each of our contestants will be back in just a minute to tell your 
something about themselves, but first we pause for a commercial message. 
 
The Summer Reading participants, their parents and staff of the 
____________________ Library System sincerely thank  _____________. 
We shall now hear the testimonies of ______ satisfied participants. 
(The children talk about their favorite parts of Summer Reading—you may 
want to line up a couple of children in advance to get this started.) 
 
MC 1:  Now back to our pageant. We would all like to get to know the 
contestants better, so they will each relate a brief summary of their life story. 
Mr. Hairy man, would you like to go first? 
 
(MC 3 picks up Hairy Man Mask and tells part of Wiley’s story.) 
 
Hairy Man:  And look, they even have a book about me with my picture in 
it. (Show book) Don’t you think they made me look handsome? 
 
MC 1: Well, Hairy Man, I can’t say they made you look any worse than you 
do in person. Let’s have Miss Swamp next. (Calls out) “ Miss Swamp, 
where are you? 
 
(MC 2 picks up Swamp Woman mask and steps forward.) 
 
MC 1: I understand, Viola, that you sometimes substitute teach in Room 
207 at Smedley School. That must be a most rewarding endeavor. Perhaps 
you could tell us how you first started teaching. 
 
(MC tells part of Miss Nelson is Missing and then exits.) 
 
MC 3: (Holds up the Miss Nelson book). And if you want to read more 
about Miss Swamp and the kids in Room 207, check out this book about her, 
written by Harry Allard. 
 
(Abiyoyo – MC 1 enters taking thunderous steps.)  
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Abiyoyo: Oh boy, you think it’s so great that someone wrote books about 
them. Well, someone wrote both a book and a song about me! His name is 
Pete Seeger, and I’m going to show you my picture in this book right now. 
(Show pictures) Here I am big and here I am small, and here I am dancing to 
my song.  
 
(Abiyoyo tells part of his story, sings and dances.) 
 
MC 3:  Let’s give it up for Abiyoyo! (Applause) What a terrific dancer! 
Well, it looks like we’ve moved on to the talent section of our program. 
Now you’ve all seen Abiyoyo sing and dance, so we’ll see what kind of 
talents our other contestants have. Miss Swamp, what will your presentation 
be? 
 
Miss Swamp:  I will recite a poem by Gillett Burgess. (Recites “Purple 
Cow) (Applause). 
 
MC 3: Very nice. You have delightful enunciation. Before we hear from the 
Hairy Man, it’s time for another commercial announcement. 
 
(Thank Summer Reading performers) 
 

MC 2:  Mr. Hairy Man, your turn please. What will you be performing? 

Hairy Man:  (Holds up mask) Why, conjure tricks. Didn’t I already tell you 
that I’m the meanest conjure man around. Then, of course, I would like to 
sing my favorite song. 
 
MC 2:  Sounds terrific. Go ahead. 
 
(Hairy Man does some tricks and then sings: 
 
Great green globs of greasy, grimy gopher guts, 
Mutilated monkey’s meat, little birdies dirty feet. 
Great green globs of greasy, grimy gopher guts, and I forgot my spoon. 
 
MC 1: Very nice! I can tell it’s not going to be easy for our audience to 
decide just who will be this year’s Swamp Thing. Let’s get up close and 
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personal with our contestants and ask them a few questions. Miss Swamp 
(she holds up her mask) I understand you are interested in sports. Would you 
like to tell us about it? 
 
Miss Swamp: What I like to do is coach sports. I was called in to whip the 
Smedley tourney into shape. They were pitiful until I came along. They 
hadn’t won a single game all year; they hadn’t even scored a point. After 
seven days of practice with me as coach, doing 7000 leg races, running 77 
miles, and practicing 77 running plays at every practice, they clobbered their 
arch rivals, the Werewolves 77 to 3. Yes, sirs, whether it’s football, ping-
pong, marbles, or Uno, call in Viola Swamp! 
 
MC 2: Abiyoyo, what about you? Do you have any athletic interests? 

Abiyoyo: (Holds up mask): Well, let me think. I guess not, unless you count 
stomping on sheep. That’s about the only exercise I get, ‘cept when I’m 
dancing”. Have you seen me dance? (Starts to hum Abiyoyo and dance) 
 
(MC grabs his arm and stops him.) 
 
MC 2: Thank you Abiyoyo. That’s enough dancing for now. Hairy Man, tell 
us about your favorite pastimes. 
 
(Holds up mask) Mostly I like to conjure myself into animals, ‘specially 
crocodiles. I make a right mean crocodile. “Course the other thing I like to 
do is chase that kid Wiley through the swamp. I sure have him scared. I only 
wish that he didn’t always manage to trick me somehow. 
 
MC 2: Audience, it’s that time! Time for you to select the winner of this 
year’s Swamp Thing! Your applause will determine who the winner is. 
 
MC 3: But first, the contestants have voted one of their number to receive 
the “Miss Congeniality” award, for the participant who has demonstrated the 
spirit of good fellowship and generosity during the pageant. (Show trophy) 
Contestants, who have you selected? 

Abiyoyo: (holds up mask—grabs at trophy) ME! ME! I never win anything! 

Hairy Man: (holds up mask-grabs for trophy) No, I get it. I’m the hairiest. 
That must count for something! 
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Miss Swamp: (Holds up mask, grabs for trophy) Surely I deserve it! After 
all, I am the only lady present! 

MC 1: (Miffed) Well, if you’re going to be that way, no one gets it! (Puts 
trophy away)  All right contestants, stand along this line. The audience is 
going to vote now. Here we go, do you want #1 (applause), #2 (applause), 
or #3 (applause)? 

MC 2: And the winner is _______________________!!! (Play music as 
winner is crowned, given bouquet and cape and walks through the audience 
waving.) 

MC 2: (To winner) How do you feel? 
 
Winner: (sobbing): This is the happiest day of my life! I never knew so 
many people loved me. 
 
MC 2: Where are you going next? 
 
Winner:  Why, Disneyland of course. Isn’t that where all pageant winners 
go? 
 
Today’s program was brought to you by  ______________________ 
(introduce yourselves) 
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OTHER STORIES TO USE IN FUNTASTIC READING 
PROGRAMMING 

 
How to get Peanut Butter Off the Roof of Your Mouth  

 
Ham it up and use exaggerated expressions as you tell this. You can add some of your 
own dialog to fill it out. Instructions are in italics. 
 
Stick your tongue on the roof of your mouth while you are talking to imitate the peanut 
butter on the roof of your mouth.  Your presentation should be fairly serious like you 
really are giving valuable information.  It makes it funnier when things go awry.  
 
Have you ever had peanut butter stuck to the roof of you mouth?  It can be a very 
difficult problem.  I know of three ways to get peanut butter off the roof of your mouth.  
The first way to get peanut butter off the roof of your mouth is to blow it off.  Just take a 
deep breath and blow.   
 
Demonstrate trying to blow peanut butter out of your mouth keeping your tongue 
attached to the roof of your mouth.  Do it a couple times very exaggeratedly pretending 
that you think it's going to work, and you are surprised and a little embarrassed when it 
doesn't.  
 
"Well, if that doesn't work, and it usually does, have no fear.  The second method will 
almost always work, and that is to simply shake it off, like this."    
 
Demonstrate shaking it off by shaking your head and shoulders like you're trying to get 
something out of your mouth.  Adding sounds at this point is always fun.  Once again, act 
like you thought it would work and when it doesn't after three tries you're a little 
embarrassed.   
 
Oh well, ah, hmm, if that doesn't work there is always the last method. This is very 
simple you take your index finger and place it carefully in your mouth and scoop out the 
peanut butter, like this.    
 
While you are saying this line reach into your mouth with one finger and pretend to 
scoop out the peanut butter.  When you have done this, stop holding your tongue against 
the roof of your mouth.  Your speech becomes clear and you are triumphant.  That is until 
you notice the peanut butter stuck on the end of your finger.  Try to hide it behind 
yourself and then realize it won't go away.  
 
What to do if you have peanut butter stuck on the end of your finger. Well, this can be a 
serious problem.  There are three ways to handle this.  
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Do the same steps as you did for getting peanut butter off the roof of your mouth.  Try 
blowing and shaking first, very exaggeratedly.  When those don't work try the third 
method.    
 
"The third way to get peanut butter off the end of your finger is guaranteed to work.  
Simply place your finger into your mouth and lick it off."  
 
While you say this line mime licking the peanut butter off your finger and stick your 
tongue back onto the roof of your mouth.  
 
"So, that is how you get peanut butter off of you finger.  Oh no!" 
 
Or something to that effect, it is quite fun.  And at the end you can show the kids how to 
make their voices funny by sticking their tongues to the roof of their mouths while they 
are talking. 
 
Source: PUBYAC. Posted by Cynthia L. Wray, Head of Children's Services, Fargo (ND) 
Public Library. 
 
Clowning Around VII:  The Story of Chucky the Clown 
 
©1995, by Barbara Huntington, Youth Services Consultant, South Central Library System. 
This story originally appeared in Wisconsin’s 1996 Summer Library Program 
Manual, “Razzle, Dazzle, Read and is reprinted with the permission of the 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, DLTCL. 
 
Instructions.  This tale can be presented as a flannel board story, a prop story, or as a 
live demonstration.  As the narrator tells the story, the noses on Chucky the Clown 
change.  Use flannel board pieces on a felt clown or rubber noses on cardboard stand-up 
clown.  If you prefer a live demonstration, make up a child with a clown face and switch 
rubber noses as the story is told.  Among possible sources for noses are school supply 
stores, costume shops, and the Oriental Trading Company. 
 

Chucky was a clown in a circus.  He made children laugh when they saw his silly 
tricks.  Sometimes he carried his pet pig and pretended it was his baby.  Sometimes he 
pretended to slip and fall down.  Sometimes the other clowns chased him around the 
circus ring.  The clown liked to make the people laugh. 
 Before every show Chucky went to the dressing rooms of the clowns, called 
“clown alley,” to get into his costume.  He put on his costume except for his jacket.  Then 
Chucky sat down at a mirror to put on his make-up.  He put white make-up on first and 
then drew lines to make funny eyes and a big red mouth with red and blue make-up 
sticks.  When he had his face ready, he used a sock filled with baby powder to powder his 
whole face.  The powder kept the make-up from smearing.  The last article that Chucky 
put on was his nose.  Chucky’s nose was made out of rubber and looked like a little round 
ball. 
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 One day Chucky had almost finished putting on his make-up when the lights went 
out just as Chucky was looking for his nose.  Chucky felt around in his make-up kit for 
his nose, but he couldn’t find it.  Chucky kept looking.  But he heard the parade music 
start to warn all the circus performers to get in line for the “spec” (or spectacular) when 
all the circus people and the animals walk around the outside of the circus ring in a 
spectacular parade for the people.  Chucky put on his jacket and kept looking for his 
nose.   He knew he had to hurry or he would miss the parade.  Finally, Chucky felt some 
soft rubber that felt like a nose.  He quickly put it on and ran to get in the parade.  (Put on 
the elephant nose.) 
 The other clowns said, “Chucky, that’s not your nose.  Hurry!  Go back to the 
dressing room and get your own nose.  That nose is long, your nose is short.” 
 Chucky ran back to clown alley.  The lights were still off.  He reached into the 
make-up kit and felt around again.  His hands touched a short rubber nose.  (Put on 
chicken nose.)  Chucky grabbed the nose and put it on as he ran back to the entrance of 
the circus tent. 
 All the circus performers were ready.  The elephants, who go last in the circus 
parade, were holding onto each other’s tails with their trunks.  But when the clowns saw 
Chucky, they said, “Oh no! That’s not your nose! Run back and get your own nose.” 
 Chucky said, “But this nose is short.”  The other clowns said, “Chucky, you have 
a short, round nose.  That nose is not round!”  Chucky ran back to the dressing room and 
felt in the kit once more.  This time he felt a nose that was short and round.  (Put on the 
mouse nose.)  He put it on and ran to join the parade. 
 The clowns said, “Oh, Chucky, that still is not your nose.  It is short and round, 
but your nose is red.  The parade has started and we have to go in.  Maybe you can join 
the parade at the end.” 
 Poor Chucky was having a terrible problem with his nose.  The long nose was not 
right.  The short pointed nose didn’t work.  The round short nose was not the right nose 
either.  Chucky knew this was his last chance.  If he could not find his nose this time, he 
would miss the whole parade.  But when Chucky felt around in his make-up kit there 
were no other noses left.  Sadly, Chucky put his hands in pants pockets.  He felt 
something!  It was made of soft rubber. It was short and round!  Chucky ran outside and 
looked in his hand.  It was his short, round, red nose!  He put it on and ran to the entrance 
to the circus tent.  The last elephant was just going in to walk around the rings.  Chucky 
grabbed the elephant’s tail and marched happily around as the last one in the parade. 
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PROGRAMS: Part 3 
Book Discussions 

 
When the Circus Came to Town 
Written by Laurence Yep 
 
 ABOUT THE BOOK 
 
Ursula always wanted to see the circus.  That is, until she caught smallpox.  Now all she 
wants is to hide her scarred face.  But Ah Sam, her parents’ Chinese cook, has other 
ideas.  He brings to town a magical circus and finds a way to give Ursula the confidence 
she needs to face the world.  In return, Ursula finds a way to make Ah Sam happy.  She 
creates the biggest, best Chinese New Year celebration that Whistle, Montana, has ever 
seen! 
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Lawrence Yep is one of children’s literature’s most respected Asian American authors.  
His many novels include the middle-grade Newbery Honor books Dragonwings and 
Dragon’s Gate.  He is also the author of The Imp That Ate My Homework, winner of the 
Georgia Children’s Book Award, and The Magic Paintbrush.  Mr. Yep lives in Pacific 
Grove, California. 
 
ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 
Suling Wang has worked in illustration, animation, and multimedia design for several 
years.  She also illustrated The Magic Paintbrush by Laurence Yep.  She lives in San 
Francisco, California. 
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. Ursula became reclusive after having smallpox.  Why would she have considered 
herself a monster? 

 
2. Why was it so hard for Ursula to go out in public?  

 
3. What was Tom referring to when he told Ah Sam that he had the mark? 

 
4. Why was Ah Sam tripped up by the man in the station?  Why would people treat 

Ah Sam any differently than they would other people? 
 

5. What were the gifts that started the friendship between Ursula and Ah Sam?  Why 
was Ursula able to accept these gifts from a complete stranger, when she turned 
away all advances from her earlier friends? 
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6. How did Ah Sam help Ursula to accept herself and overcome her concern about 

her appearance?  Why do you think this worked? 
 

7. What was Ursula’s major obstacle that she had to overcome?  Do you have 
obstacles in your life that are keeping you from doing what you want to do? 

 
8. If you were like Ursula, and had smallpox or something similar that changed you, 

how do you think you would react?  Would you be like Ursula was in the 
beginning and hide from the world, or would you be like Ah Sam and go forth 
into the world and not let others control your actions or feelings?  
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Sonata #1 for Riley Red  
Written by Phoebe Stone 
 
ABOUT THE BOOK 
 
Rachel Townsend can’t talk about the time she followed her mother and uncovered her 
mother’s secret. But since that time, she has been unable to compose music. She has 
retreated from the world until the eccentric Desmona comes into her life. Desmona 
collects the left-out kids at school who then follow her lead. Desmona’s older brother, 
Riley drives a red sports car, which accommodates Desmona and her friends as they save 
cats from the pound and visit the pond where Desmona and Riley’s mother drowned. 
Desmona’s belief that everyone should do “one wonderful great deed” leads the group 
through protests, suspension from school, and finally the rescue of an elephant from a run 
down park zoo.  
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Phoebe Stone is the author of All the Blue Moons at the Wallace Hotel, as well as the 
author and illustrator of When the Wind Bears Go Dancing; Go Away, Shelley Boo!; and 
What Night Do the Angels Wander? She is a talented fine arts painter who has twice been 
the recipient of the Vermont Council on the Arts Fellowship for painting. She grew up in 
a family of writers. Phoebe currently lives with her husband David Carlson, son Ethan, 
and cats in Middlebury, Vermont. 
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
1. Desmona lost her mother through drowning. How do you think this affects her actions 

during the book? 
 
2. Why do you think Desmona and Riley swim in the pond where their mother drowned? 
 

3. Why do you think it is so hard for Rachel to talk about what she saw 
when she followed her mother?  

 
3. Woolsey is afraid of stealing the elephant and how that will impact his life with his 

father. Riley is afraid to ask Christina out on a date. What are you afraid of doing 
because of the consequences of your actions? 

 
4. What are some of the consequences you would expect if you had been one of the 

characters in the book? 
 
5. After kidnapping the elephant and setting up camp, days go by. No one knows what to 

do next. When you have done something and didn’t know what to do to get out of the 
situation, who or what helped you resolve the problem? 
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6. Desomona believes it is everyone’s obligation to do one wonderful great deed. What 
would like to do as your one great deed? 

 
7. What did you think of Desmona’s idea for the best deed of her life – the saving of the 

elephant? 
 
8. Desmona, Woolsey and Rachel are suspended from school for protesting veal being 

served for lunch. If you were the principal, what actions would you have taken when 
you discovered what they were doing? 

 
9. Rachel longs to write music but is blocked. What is blocking her and what do you 

think is the best course of action for her to take to remove the block and be able to 
write music again? 

 
10. What obstacles are in your way to doing something in your life that you are longing 

to do? 
 
11. Desmona and Riley lost their mother, Woolsey lives with a father who lives in the 

past and Rachel cannot accept her mother’s secret trips to see another man. What 
other types of events in life might impact on people? Can you talk about a time when 
your actions have impacted on someone, or someone else’s actions have impacted on 
you. 

 
12. Mr. Krimm has decorated his apartment to look like a planetarium. How would you 

decorate your room to reflect what you love? 
 
13. Mr. Krimm tells Rachel that “sometimes it is better to talk about things.” Why do you 

feel comfortable talking with some people but not others? 
 
14. Often, a chain of events leads people to actions they may not ordinarily have taken. 

What were some of the actions that led to the stealing of the elephant?  
What changes might have prevented the elephant from being stolen? 
 
15. Changes were made in everyone’s life after they returned home after the elephant had 

been stolen. How do you think the changes will affect the futures of the characters? 
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Tweens Book Discussion 
 
Book:   Ghost Boy, by Iain Lawrence 
 
About the Book: Fourteen-year-old Harold, better known as “ghost boy,” is an 

outcast in his hometown because of his albino coloring.  He longs 
to run away to a place where he can find acceptance.  When a 
small circus passes through town, Harold seizes his chance. 

 
About the Author: Iain Lawrence began writing picture books for his younger brother 

at the age of 12 and 13.  He spent ten years as a newspaper reporter 
and two years working at a fish farm as an adult before turning to 
writing full-time.  He is an avid sailor.  His other books include 
Lord of the Nutcracker Men, The Wreckers, The Smugglers, and 
The Buccaneers, The Convicts, The Lightkeeper’s Daughter, and B 
for Buster. 

 
Audience: Ages 12 and up 
 
Discussion Questions 
 

1. Harold is looking for something throughout the novel.  What is it?  Does he find 
it? 

 
2. Why does Harold run away?  Have you ever wished you could run away and start 

your life over somewhere else?  If so, where would you want to go and what 
would you want to do? 

 
3. Do you think that Harold did the right thing in running away?  Why or why not? 

 
4. Harold has been taunted by people in his hometown throughout his life.  What 

effect(s) does this have on how Harold sees himself? 
 

5. The novel is set shortly after World War II.  However, the novel is relevant to 
today’s young adults.  What are the issues that Harold faces that are relevant to 
today’s youth?  How are the ways in which Harold deals with these issues 
similar/dissimilar to the ways that young adults today cope with these issues? 

  
6. What are the most memorable moments in the book for you? 

 
7. Who are your favorite characters in the book?  Why are they your favorites? 

 
8. Does Harold come to terms with the two worlds of “freaks” and “normal people”?  

How so? 
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9. What made Harold decide to return home at the end of the book?  Do you feel that 
he made the right decision to return home?  Why or why not? 

 
10. Describe Harold’s mother’s reaction when he returned home.  If you had run 

away, how do you think your parent(s) would have reacted when you returned 
home?  Do you think their reaction would have been similar or different to 
Harold’s mother’s reaction? 

 
For another book discussion guide for Ghost Boy, go to  
http:www.randomhouse.com/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=0385327390&view=rg  and click on “Reader’s 
Guide.” 
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FUNtastic Reading
 

Crafts 

CHAPTER 4 
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CARL THE CLOWN 
 

 To do this craft, you will need the patterns, copy paper, card stock, five paper 
fasteners, yarn, colored pencils and crayons, a hole punch, glue sticks, dots, stars and 
other decorations.  
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 Photocopy and cut out the clown pattern pieces and mount them on the card stock. 
Punch holes where marked for brass fasteners and yarn.  



 You will need three 12” pieces of yarn for each clown  
 Let children color/decorate the clown pieces. Connect the arms and legs to the body 

with the paper fasteners.  Have the children (they may need help with this) tie pieces 
of yarn to their puppets arms and legs. Tie a loop at the other end of the yarn.  
Children put their fingers through the loops to move the clown. 
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 160



CRAFT: THREE-RING CIRCUS ON A ROLL  
  
Instructions: 
 
 Use oatmeal containers or similar cylinders that are smooth. 

 
 Cut three strips of paper to fit around the cylinder. That will divide it into three equal 

sections.   
 
 Have children paint, draw, or glue circus pictures onto each strip of paper so that they 

are in a vertical line.  They can also put a colored band at the sides of each strip for 
the circus rings.   

 
 Glue the strips to the cylinders and have the children roll their circus rings to see all 

the performers in their circus. 
 
 

CRAFT: SILLY WIG 
 
You will need: 
1 six-inch paper plate 
1 package of crepe paper (any color) 
Hole punch 
Glue 
Scissors 
Yarn or elastic 
 
 Punch a hole on one side of a plate and on the opposite side of the plate.  
 Tie on two pieces of yarn or a piece of elastic for a chin strap. 
 Cut the crepe paper in half so that you have a folded section about 10 inches long. 

Make cuts parallel to the folds.  
 Leave about an inch at the top. Unfold. You will now have a 10" grass skirt. 
 Start gluing the fringe around the edge of the plate continuing inward until the whole 

plate is covered.  
 You can cut bangs in the front, roll the ends, add a bow to the top, etc. Tie it on your 

       head for lots of giggles. 

 
CREDIT: Eloise Symonds, Octavia Fellin Public Library, Gallup, New Mexico. Used 
with permission from the New Mexico State Library. 
 
 
 
 

CRAFT: FUNNY FACE MASKS 
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 Have children decorate paper plates with friendly, smiling or funny faces using 
markers or crayons. 
 Cut out the eyes. Punch holes and attach string or elastic by tying or stapling.  
 Or you can glue or tape large craft sticks or paint stirrers at the bottom of the masks 

and children can hold them in front of their face. This works well when children feel 
uncomfortable with a mask covering their face. 

 
 
CRAFT:  SHOEBOX CIRCUS 
 
Ages 7-10 
 
Supplies: shoebox (preferably one that is fairly plain) and a foam meat or produce tray. 
You can ask a grocery store to donate these. 
 
 Decorate the shoebox inside and outside. Begin by covering it with paint or wrapping 

it in paper. Encourage children to use colors that remind them of a circus tent.  
 If you use paint, do another activity while they dry.  
 Once the boxes are dry they can add circus performers, animals, rings, food, etc. 

made from heavy paper or file folders (recycled ones are fine). Children can draw and 
color the figures on the file folder and cut them out.   
 By cutting pieces from the foam tray and gluing them on the back of some the circus 

objects they made and then gluing them to inside of the box, it will give them a 3-D 
effect.  
 Gluing several pieces of foam on top of each other can make them stand out even 

more.   
(Adapted from an idea on 

crayola.com) 
 

 
CRAFT: ANIMAL CRACKER CIRCUS COLLAGE 
 

Ages:  Preschool-primary 
 
Supplies:  Animal crackers, Styrofoam meat trays, yarn, black construction paper 
 
 Glue animal crackers onto meat tray 
 Wrap yarn around the tray to make bars for the cage. 
 Glue two paper wheels to the bottom front of the cage. 

Source:  Daycare Provider’s Home Page--http://www.icomm.ca/daycare/ 
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CRAFT: CLOWN FACE 
 
Ages: Preschool, primary 
Supplies: Construction paper, scissors, pencils, glue 
 
Make a big white circle for a clown’s face. Use a big triangle for a hat. Add a round nose 
and eyes, etc.  For hair, have children cut out hand prints and glue them on as hair. Glue 
them so that the palm is near the face. Use two hands on each side by the hat. For a clown 
collar, use more hand prints, and glue on so that the palm is near the face and the fingers 
are “out.” This could also make a cute door decoration. Note: To make things easier, you 
may want to have some hand prints cut out in advance. 
 
CRAFT:  SHAPE CLOWN 
 
Make clown faces on construction paper by using cut out circles and triangles. Let 
children decorate with various supplies such as yarn, feathers, paper, etc. 
 
CRAFT: BALLOON NOSE CLOWN 
 
Supplies:  Construction paper, round balloons, crayons/markers, yarn. 
 
Cut a large triangle from construction paper and decorate. Attach it to the top of a plate as 
a hat. Draw a clown face without a nose. Use yarn for hair. Have children blow up the 
balloon (not too big). Poke a hole in the center of the clown face and insert the tied end of 
balloon. Tape it at the back to be sure it stays in place.  
 
CRAFT: CLOWN COLLAR 
 
Supplies: Paper and pipe cleaners 
 
Decorate paper and accordion fold it. Attach to a pipe cleaner with tape. 
 
CRAFT: CIRCUS TIGER 
 
Supplies:  Orange, yellow, or light brown construction paper, crayons or markers, 
scissors. 
 
Cut a piece of paper 5” long and 4” wide. Fold it the long way. Using crayons or markers, 
draw stripes. With the paper still folded, cut a small triangle from the open side. For the 
tiger’s head, cut a circle from white paper about 1½ inches in diameter. Draw a face. Cut 
a thin strip of paper for a tail and draw stripes. Paste the head and tail onto the body. 
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  CRAFT:  CLOWN HAT 
 

Hats can be made by staff as part of a costume or by children as an activity. 
 
Method 1 

 
 
Cut a quarter circle about 15” long on the two sides. 
Roll into cone shape overlapping to fit head 
Tape open sides together. 
 
 
Method 2—for a shallow cone 
For a shallow cone, cut along dotted lines 
 and overlap. Tape or clue 
 
To make cone taller and thinner, cut a  
wedge out of the paper and bring the 
Edges together. A wider wedge will give you a taller cone.  
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Method 3. 
 
Take a rectangular piece of paper and bend into a cone shape. 
Fasten with tape and glue. 
Trim bottom evenly. 
Add elastic to the bottom of the hat to hold it on the head. 
 

           
 
 
DECORATE YOUR HATS  
 Add designs such as stars and swirls 
 Add a pom-pom or ribbons at the point of the cone. 
 Use paper, netting, or cloth to make a ruffle at the bottom of the hat. 

 
 
 

CRAFT: CLOWN HATS 2    
 
 Give each child a piece of yellow butcher paper.  
 Put small amounts of red finger paint  in the centers of the papers.  
 Encourage the children to leave some areas of their papers yellow as they finger 

paint.  
 Let dry while doing another activity. 
 When the paint has dried, cut the papers into semi-circle shape. 
 Roll the shapes and tape them in place to form pointed clown hats.  
 Make tassels from the remaining paper and tape them to the tops of the hats. 

Source:  Daycare Provider’s Home Page--http://www.icomm.ca/daycare/ 
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CRAFT:  MAKE A CLOWN ART ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies:  Variety of colors of construction or other heavy paper, scissors, 
glue, crayons or markers for decoration. 
 

 Each child will need 4 arms, 4 leg pieces, 4 hands, and 4 foot pieces. 
 Add eyes, nose, and mouth to the face. 
 Cut out most of the area inside the collar piece 
 Add a piece of string for the balloon. 
 Decorate the clown. 

 
 

 
Make a clown for a bulletin board or shelf end panel by blowing up this pattern and 
cutting out the pieces to make patterns 
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CRAFT: CIRCUS CUP PUPPETS  
 Preschool to early elementary 
  
Materials:  Paper cups (in a variety of colors)  
Construction paper  
Yarn  
Cotton balls, pipe cleaners, felt, and other craft supplies  
Large craft sticks 
Scissors, glue, markers, etc.   
 
1.Use scissors to cut a slit in the bottom of a paper cup the width of a craft stick. Staff 

may want to do this ahead of time. 
2. Place the stick in slit. 
3. Glue 1 circle of construction paper on each side of stick to form the head.  
4. Decorate as desired. Suggestions-pipe cleaners for arms, cotton balls for hair, buttons, 
etc. 
 
CRAFT: FUNTASTIC PICTURE FRAMES 
 
Materials: 

 Lightweight cardboard or poster board 
 Jigsaw puzzle pieces 
 White glue 
 Scissors 
 Pencils 
 Rulers 

Children will need to bring a 4” x 6” photo. 

Before program:  Cut cardboard into 7”x 9” rectangles. Leaving a 1” border, cut out 
the center of the piece of cardboard to create a frame.  Older children can do this part 
themselves. 

Glue puzzle pieces to the frame.  Keep adding more layers until you get the effect you 
want. 

The frame needs to dry before children add the picture by gluing it into the back of 
the frame.  

To make an easier frame, glue four craft or popsicle sticks to make a square. Cover 
the outside with a simple shape like stars or balloons. Clue a picture cut to fit the 
square on to the back of the frame. 
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ELEPHANT CRAFT 
 

 
 
Trace the shapes in this elephant on a piece of paper. Let children cut out the shapes 
or do the cutting ahead of time and put the pieces in plastic bags. 
 
Give each child the required number of shapes to make the elephant.  
 
Make a model so the children can see how to put it together.  The dash lines show 
where the shapes overlap.  
 
If you like, add an eye and curl the trunk a little bit. 
 
 
 
 
Adapted from Under the Big Top. State Library of Iowa, 1987. Used with 
permission. 

 168



 

 

 169



CU
T O

U
T TH

IS B
A

N
D

 H
AT A

N
D

 C
O

LO
R. 

U
sed w

ith perm
ission from

 Teacher’s Friend Production, Inc.  
From

 Kindergarten Crafts Q
uick and Easy, 1995. 

 
 

 170



USE  CRAYONS, MARKERS,  GLITTER, AND OTHER  ART MATE-
RIALS TO DECORATE THESE SHOES TO LOOK LIKE SHOES A 
CIRUCS PERFORMER MIGHT WEAR. 
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CLOWN FACE 
 

Draw this clown’s face, and color its hair, hat, and collar. 
 

 
 

From the 1993 Arizona Summer Library Program Manual Used with permission of the Arizona State 
Library  
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Clown Shoes  
 

Color and decorate these clown shoes. 
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MAKE A FUNNY FACE 
 Draw a face shape Cut out a pair of eyes, a nose, and a mouth and 

glue to the face pattern to make a funny face. After you have glued on the 
eyes, nose, and mouth, draw a face shape around them and add some ears. 

 
 

         
  
 
 

        
 
 

           .  
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QUICK AND SIMPLE ARTS AND CRAFTS IDEAS  
 
 

Faux Fossil Press nature items into clay. 

Flower Crafts         Use fake flowers and plastic cups to make an arrangement. 

Mosaic Flowerpot             Glue trinkets, leftover things to create a pretty flowerpot. 

Nature T-shirt/Hat             Glue or sew natural objects on a summertime shirt or old hat. 

Stick Vase                         Glue Popsicle sticks around a jar/can; transform into vase. 

Nature Traces                    Trace Leaves on Paper. 

Mini Tree House               Make a mini tree house of twigs. 

Clown Face                       Make a clown from outdoor stuff—twigs, leaves etc. 

Art Crumbles                    Crumble leaves and flower petals and paste into picture outline. 

Petal Vase                         Glue flower petals onto jar or small pottery type vase. 

Backyard Mural                 Transform an old white sheet into a monumental canvas. 

Painted Pebbles                  Paint larger stones to make into decorations. 

Postcards                            Make postcards from colored paper or use cutouts from 

magazines. 

Clown faces                        Make a clown out of colored paper or pieces from magazines. 

Juggler’s Balls                    Decorate whiffle or other light balls for ornaments for a  
 juggler. 

Faux Flowers Pots             Use mini terra-cotta flowerpots and glue on pretty beads. 

Bracelets                             Make jewelry with twine, beads and items from nature. 

Paper Dove                          Make a dove from paper plates and plastic spoons.  
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More Quick and Simple Art Activities 
 
Circus Tent: Cut out a simple circus tent shape from a piece of red (12” X 18”) and a 
piece of white (12” X 18”) construction paper. I simply cut a pointed roof onto each. 
They must be the same size. On the red tent only, cut a slit from the bottom to the middle 
to create an opening. Fold back and you have created the “door”. Next, glue the red tent 
on top of the white tent and draw a picture of a circus scene in the opening. Decorate the 
outside of the tent using white crayon. Add a flag on top. 
 
Circus Train: Gather a clean, white meat tray for each child. Precut several small slits 
on the top and bottom of tray, about 1” apart. Allow each child to draw a circus animal 
and cut it out. Glue the animal on the meat tray. Give each child a length of yarn to wind 
through the slits to create bars on the cages. Finally add wheels and display on the wall. 
 
Shape Elephant:  Pre-trace the following shapes for the children to cut out and assemble 
into an elephant. Circle (head), 2 rectangles (ears), large oval (body), 4 squares (feet), 
long rectangle (trunk—curl on a pencil to make it more realistic), 2 triangles (tusks). 
Assemble and add facial features. 
 
Elephant Puppet:  Paint a paper plate gray, add construction paper ears and draw in 
facial features. Cut a circle out of the center of the plate. The child can stick his arm 
through the circle to make the trunk. Or, you can add a sock or dryer tube to the paper 
plate to make the trunk. 
 
Paper Plate Clown: Using the paper plate as the face, add a hat, yarn hair, big smile, 
happy eyes and other features, BUT NO NOSE! Cut a tiny hole where the nose should be 
and insert a small red balloon. 
 
Handprint Clown: On a large sheet of white construction paper, have the children add 
features to a pre-traced outline of the clown’s head. Add a handprint ruffle to the clown 
by painting the children’s hands with paint and letting them “stamp” it on the ruffle. 
 
Shape Clown: (from the Aug/Sept 1999 Mailbox) Pre-trace the following shapes for the 
children to cut and assemble as a clown. 1 large triangle (body) 1 circle (head), small 
circle (nose), triangle (hat) and then trace the child’s hands for the clown’s arms and the 
child’s feet for the legs.  
 
Clown Hat: Children decorate a half circle with bingo markers or round colored stickers. 
Fold into a cone and add a string so that it stays on the child’s head. 
 
Clown Bow Tie: Decorate a 12” x 18” piece of construction paper with bingo markers or 
round colored stickers. Accordion fold, staple in the middle, and open up to form bow. 
bow. Secure a pipe cleaner around the center of the bow and use this to attach loosely to 
the child’s neck.  
 
Submitted by Lisa Ramage, Mid-Mississippi Regional Library 
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SOME WEBSITES FOR FUNTASTIC READING 
 

Muse Creative 

http://www.musecreative.com/clown.html   Make a clown’s face online. 

Circus Web 

http://www/circusweb.com  Provides information on circuses past and present. 

Good source for some interesting facts to share at a program or use in a display. 

 Preschool Coloring Book 

http://www.preschoolcoloringbook.com/color/cpcircus.shtml 

 

Websites for more Funtastic Reading craft ideas 
DLTK's Crafts for Kids CIRCUS SECTION 

http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/circus/ 

      Coloring pages, clown paper bag puppet, clown and elephant crafts from toilet paper 

rolls, doorknob hangers and more. 

Daycare Circle, Craft and Activity Ideas 

http://www.icomm.ca/daycare/cardsi02.html 

Ideas for a Circus Theme Unit 

http://www.teachingheart.net/circustheme.html 

Preschool education.com Arts and Crafts: Circus 

http://www.preschooleducation.com/acircus.shtml 

Pratt’s Educational Resources: Circus Theme 

http://www.fastq.com/~jbpratt/education/theme/circus.html 

Free Kids Crafts – Circus Theme 
http://www.freekidcrafts.com/circus.html 

The BestKidsBooksite.com 

http://www.thebestkidsbooksite.com/storydetails.cfm?TopicID=42 
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FUNtastic Reading
 

Songs, Fingerplays, 
Chants, Activities 

CHAPTER 5 
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FINGERPLAYS, SONGS, GAMES, AND OTHER 
ACTIVITIES 

 
 

FINGERPLAYS 
 

 CIRCUS CLOWN   
 
This circus clown shakes your hand.   (shake hands) 
This circus clown plays in the band.  (pretend to play flute) 
This circus clown has enormous feet.  (hold up foot) 
This circus clown dearly loves to eat.  (pretend to eat) 
This circus clown has a red round nose.  (point to nose) 
This circus clown has white teeth in rows.  (point to teeth) 
This circus clown has very sad eyes.  (look sad) 
He laughs and frowns, and then he cries. (pretend to cry) 
This circus clown bends way down.  (bend down) 
What would you do if you were a clown?   
 
FUNNY CLOWNS (Sing to tune of Frère Jacques) 
 
Funny clowns, funny clowns, 
Jump around, jump around. 
Sometimes making faces, 
Sometimes making faces, 
Funny clowns, funny clowns. 
 
FUNNY CLOWN (to the tune/chant of Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear) 
 
Do the motions described. 
 
Funny Clown, funny clown,  
Spin around. 
Funny Clown, funny clown, 
Jump up and down. 
Funny Clown, funny clown, 
Touch your toes. 
Funny Clown, funny clown, 
Honk your nose. 
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DID YOU EVER SEE A CLOWN?        (Sung to: 'Did You Ever See A Lassie?') 
 
Did you ever see a clown, 
A clown, a clown? 
Did you ever see a clown 
Move this way and that? 
Move this way and that way, 
Move this way and that way. 
Did you ever see a clown 
Move this way and that? (Have child form circle. One child in middle should perform 
actions. Take turns.) 
 
FIVE BIG ELEPHANTS  
 
Five big elephants—oh what a sight! 
Swinging their trunks from left to right! 
Four are followers, and one is the king. 
They all walk around in the circus ring. 
(Have children clasp hands together, hunch over, 
and walk very slowly from side to side like an elephant.) 
 
THE ELEPHANT 
 
The elephant goes like this and that.  (Clasp hands, swing left and right) 
He’s terribly big and he’s terribly fat.  (Hold hands out the side) 
He has no fingers, and he has no toes,  (Point to feet) 
But oh my goodness, what a nose! (Touch nose, bring it down to indicate 

trunk.) 
 
THE ELEPHANT WALK 
 
Right foot, left foot, see me go 
I am big and gray and slow. 
Here I come walking down the street,  (Clasp hands together and swing arms in   
With my trunk and four big feet.                    front of you like an elephant’s trunk) 
 

THE BALLOON  
 
Once I had a balloon     (make circle with hand) 
That I held really tight to me   (bring circle close to body) 
There was a great big “pop.”   (clap hands) 
Now there’s no balloon to see.  (shake head, raise palms upward) 
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THE STILT MAN AND THE MIDGET  
 
There was a great big stilt man,   (Hold out hand palm down) 
Who was tall, tall, tall.   (Make hand go up) 
There was a little midget,   (Hold out other hand.) 
Who was small, small, small.   (Make hand go down) 
And the midget who was small,  (Wiggle the lower hand) 
Would try and try and try,   (Move lower hand up) 
To reach up to the stilt man,   (Move upper hand down) 
In the sky, sky, sky.    (Clasp hands together) 
 
CIRCUS TIME  (The children will just say the refrain.) 
 
Leader:  We will see a big parade. 
Children: The circus is coming to town! 
Leader:  We’ll have pink lemonade. 
Children: The circus is coming to town! 
Leader:  The horses will put on a show 
Children: The circus is coming to town! 
Leader:  The clowns will march in a row. 
Children: The circus is coming to town! 
Leader:  There will be some acrobats 
Children: The circus is coming to town! 
Leader: There will be some tiger cats. 
Children: The circus is coming to town! 
Leader: There will be a buffalo 
Children: The circus is coming to town! 
Leader:  Come on! Let’s go!  Let’s go! 
 
 
SEE THE LITTLE CLOWN 
 
See the little clown (hand above eyes, looking) 
Walking down the street. (walk in place) 
He waves to the crowd (wave) 
As he steps to the beat. (high step in place) 
He jumps around (jump up and down) 
And does a little dance. (dance) 
In his colorful shirt (point to shirt) 
And his baggy pants. (pull on each side of pants) 
He has a red nose (point to nose) 
And great big feet ((pick up one foot, then the other) 
And he makes everyone laugh (smile) 
As he marches down the street. (march in place)    

-Judy Griggs, Ellijay, GA 
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TINY TIGER 
 
This little tiger is very wild. (Growl like tiger) 
This little tiger is a loving child. (Pet second finger) 
This little tiger has some big black spots. (Make circle with thumb and forefinger of right      

hand, place it over open other hand for spots) 
This little tiger likes to prowl and smell, (Dot ring finger with pointer of right hand) 
But his teeth are too small to bite quite well (Let the little finger prowl around the lap, 

smelling) 
 

 

JACK-IN-THE-BOX 
 
Jack-in-the-Box, 
"Jack-in-the-box. 
You sit so still. (close hand, thumb inside) 
Won't you come out?" 
"Yes! I will!" (thumb jumps out) 
 
 
 

UNDER THE BIG TOP (match movements to text)  
 
Under the big top, what will I see?  
Look, there's an elephant smiling at me. 
Behind the elephant, what will I see? 
Look, there's a bear dancing for me. 
Behind the bear, what will I see? 
Look a wild lion is roaring at me. 
Behind the lion, what will I see? 
A little seal doing tricks for me.  
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LITTLE ACROBAT 

One little acrobat swinging through the air.   
(Hold index finger up and swing side to side.)   

He flips and he flops as we stare.   
(Make index finger bend up and down.)   

And suddenly he’s caught by another with flair!   
(Excitement in voice, lock both index fingers together.)   

He didn’t even know that he gave me a scare!   
(Shake head and wipe brow.)   

One little acrobat swinging through the air   
(Hold index finger up and swing side to side.)   

He lands and bows with the greatest of care!   
(With left palm facing up, place right hand with index finger up on left palm and bend it 
as to bow). 

Source:  Daycare Provider’s Home Page http://www.icomm.ca/daycare/ 
 
 

                                            
 

WE ARE CLOWNS TODAY 
 
We are clowns today, 
We are clowns today, 
Hey-ho the dairy-oh, 
We are clowns today.   
 
We do tricks today, etc. 
We make faces today, etc 
We fall down today, etc 
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LITTLE CLOWN, LITTLE CLOWN  
 
Little clown, little clown with a big red nose, 
Little clown, little clown, with funny clothes. 
Little clown, little clown with a suit of yellow, 
Little clown, little clown, a happy fellow. 
Little clown, little clown with a blue pointed hat, 
Little clown, little clown, short and fat. 
Little clown, little clown with a fancy green collar, 
Little clown, little clown, wants to be taller. 
Little clown, little clown with hair orange and bright, 
Little clown, little clown, a jolly good sight. 
Little clown, little clown with two purple feet, 
Little clown, little clown, a real circus treat! 
 
 

BOOKS AND FRIENDS  (Tune: Bingo)   
 
I have a friend, the very best, 
And we read books together. 
You are my good friends, 
You are my good friends, 
You are my good friends, 
And we read books together. 
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SPANISH LANGUAGE FINGERPLAY 
 

LOS  ELEFANTES  
 
Un elefante se columpiaba  One elephant swung  

Sobre la tela de una araña.  On the web of a spider. 

Y como veiron que resistía  And when he saw that it held him, 

Fueron a llamar otro elefante.  He called another elephant.  

 Dos elefantes se columpiaba   Two elephants swung  

Sobre la tela de una araña.  On the web of a spider. 

Y como veiron que resistía                 And when they the saw that it held them, 

Fueron a llamar otro elefante.             They called another elephant. 

 Tres elefantes...    Three elephants... 

Cuatro elefantes...    Four elephants.. 

Cinco elefantes...    Five elephants...  
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FUNTASTIC FUN SONGS    
 

THE CIRCUS PARADE (Tune: The Mulberry Bush)  
 
The circus parade has come to town 
Come to town, come to town. 
The circus parade has come to town 
So early in the morning. 
 
Watch them marching down the street  
Down the street, down the street. 
Watch them marching down the street  
So early in the morning. 
 
See the acrobats tumble ‘round 
Tumble ‘round, tumble ‘round. 
See the acrobats tumble ‘round 
So early in the morning.  
 
See the jugglers toss and spin 
Toss and spin, toss and spin. 
See how the jugglers toss and spin  
So early in the morning. 
 
Watch the clowns do funny tricks 
Funny tricks, funny tricks. 
Watch the clowns do funny tricks 
So early in the morning. 
 
Hurry to the big top to watch the show 
Watch the show, watch the show. 
Hurry to the big top to watch the show 
So early in the morning. -Judy Griggs, Ellijay, GA 
 
HAVE YOU BEEN TO THE CIRCUS? (Tune: Muffin Man) 
 
Have you been to the circus, 
To the circus, to the circus? 
Have you been to the circus 
It sure is lots of fun!  -Judy Griggs, Ellijay, GA  
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THIS LITTLE CLOWN (Tune: This Old Man)  
 
This little clown    
He is neat. 
He has a red nose 
And great big feet. 
With a jump up, spin around 
Landing on a dime 
This little clown 
Likes to have a good time.   Judy Griggs, Ellijay, GA 
 
IF YOU LIKE TO GO TO THE CIRCUS  
(Tune: If You’re Happy and You Know It) 
 
If you like to go to the circus, clap your hands. 
If you like to go to the circus, clap your hands. 
If you like to go to the circus, then you really ought to show it. 
If you like to go to the circus, clap your hands. 
 
Additional verses: 
If you like to go to the circus, stomp your feet, etc. 
If you like to go to the circus, shout hooray, etc. 
If you like to go to the circus, do all three, etc. 
 -Judy Griggs, Ellijay, GA 
 
The Circus is in Town (Tune: The Farmer in the Dell) 
 
The circus is in town. 
The circus is in town. 
Hi ho the derry-o. 
The circus is in town. 
 
The acrobats tumble round. 
The acrobats tumble round. 
Hi ho the derry-o. 
The acrobats tumble round. 
 

The clowns look so funny.  
The clowns look so funny. 
Hi ho the derry-o. 
The clowns look so funny. 
 -Judy Griggs, Ellijay, GA 
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WHEN THE CIRCUS COMES TO TOWN (Tune: When Johnny Comes 

Marching Home) 
 
When the circus comes to town again 
Hurrah! Hurrah! 
We’ll give them a hearty welcome then 
Hurrah! Hurrah! 
The men will cheer, the boys will shout, 
The ladies they will all turn out 
And we’ll all shout, “Good day!” 
When the circus comes to town. -Judy Griggs, Ellijay, Ga 
 
 
 
 
 
THERE WAS A CIRCUS IN THE TOWN (Tune: B-i-n-g-o) 
 
There was a circus in the town 
And they had a funny clown 
C-L-O-W-N, 
C-L-O-W-N, 
C-L-O-W-N, 
And the clown was the hit of town 
 
(Can change the words to sad clown, silly clown, many clowns etc.) 
 
 
DID YOU EVER SEE A CLOWN?        (Sung to: 'Did You Ever See A Lassie?') 
 
Did you ever see a clown, 
A clown, a clown? 
Did you ever see a clown 
Move this way and that? 
Did you ever see a clown 
Move this way and that? 
Move this way and that way, 
Move this way and that way. 
Did you ever see a clown 
Move this way and that? (Have child form circle. One child in middle should perform 
actions. Take turns.) 
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THE CLOWN HOKEY POKEY 
        (Tune: “HOKEY POKEY) 
 
You put your gloved hand 
You take your gloved hand out 
You put your gloved hand in 
And you shake it all about 
It’s a clown hokey pokey and you turn yourself around 
That’s what it’s all about! 
 
You put your big foot in, you take your big foot out… 
 
You put your pointy elbow in, you take your pointy elbow out… 
 
You put your collared neck in, you take your collared neck out… 
 
You put your red nose in, you take your red nose out… 
 
You put your fluffy backside in, you take your fluffy backside out… 
 
You put your colored face in, you take your colored face out… 
 
You put your hat in, you take your hat out… 
 
You put your silly self in, you take your silly self out… 
 
That’s what it’s all about!! 
 
 
THE CLOWNS IN THE CIRCUS (tune: Wheels on the Bus) 
 
The clowns in the circus go ha, ha, ha,  
ha ha ha, ha ha ha. 
The clowns in the circus go  ha ha ha,  
All day long! 
 
Additional verses: 
The lions in the circus go grr grr grr 
The elephants in the circus go err err err 
The monkeys in the circus go eek eek eek 
The horses in the circus go neigh, neigh, neigh 
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HAD A PICNIC (Tune: Found a Peanut) 
 
Had a picnic 
Had a picnic 
Had a picnic just now 
I just now had a picnic 
Had a picnic just now.  -Judy Griggs, Ellijay, GA 

 
 

GOING ON A PICNIC (Tune: Picking up Paw, Paws)   
 
Going on a picnic, packing a basket 
Going on a picnic, packing a basket 
Going on a picnic, packing a basket   
Way down yonder on a summer day.  -Judy Griggs, Ellijay, GA 
 
 
DID YOU GO TO THE PICNIC? (Tune: Have You Seen the Muffin Man?) 
 
Did you go to the picnic 
To the picnic, to the picnic? 
Did you go to the picnic 
They had at the park? 
 
Yes, I went to the picnic 
To the picnic, to the picnic. 
Yes, I went to the picnic 
They had in the park.    -Judy Griggs, Ellijay, GA 
 
THE PICNIC’S ON THE 
BEACH (Tune:  Farmer in the Dell) 
 
The picnic’s on the beach 
The picnic’s on the beach 
Hi ho, it’s time to go 
The picnic’s on the beach. 
 
The picnic’s in the park 
The picnic’s in the park 
 
-Judy Griggs, Ellijay, GA 

 
 
 
Hi ho, it’s time to go 
The picnic’s in the park. 
 
The picnic’s at the lake 
 
 
The picnic’s at the lake 
Hi hi, it’s time to go 
The picnic’s at the lake.  
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THE ANTS COME MARCHING  
(Tune: The Ants Go Marching) 
 
The ants come marching one by one 
Oh, no!  Oh, no! 
The ants come marching one by one 
Oh, no!  Oh, no! 
The ants come marching one by one 
They won’t stop until they’re done. 
And they all come marching 
Into the basket to get to the food. 
 -Judy Griggs, Ellijay, GA 
 
 
 
MORE SONGS 
Compiled by Denise Lyons, University of South Carolina School of Library and Information Science. 
 
THE ANTS GO MARCHING 
 
Written By: Unknown 
Copyright Unknown 
The ants go marching one by one, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching one by one, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching one by one, 
The little one stops to suck his thumb 
And they all go marching down to the ground 
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! 
 
The ants go marching two by two, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching two by two, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching two by two, 
The little one stops to tie his shoe 
And they all go marching down to the ground 
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! 
 
The ants go marching three by three, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching three by three, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching three by three, 
The little one stops to climb a tree 
And they all go marching down to the ground 
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! 
 
The ants go marching four by four, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching four by four, hurrah, hurrah 
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The ants go marching four by four, 
The little one stops to shut the door 
And they all go marching down to the ground 
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! 
 
The ants go marching five by five, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching five by five, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching five by five, 
The little one stops to take a dive 
And they all go marching down to the ground 
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! 
 
The ants go marching six by six, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching six by six, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching six by six, 
The little one stops to pick up sticks 
And they all go marching down to the ground 
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! 
 
The ants go marching seven by seven, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching seven by seven, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching seven by seven, 
The little one stops to pray to heaven 
And they all go marching down to the ground 
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! 
 
The ants go marching eight by eight, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching eight by eight, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching eight by eight, 
The little one stops to shut the gate 
And they all go marching down to the ground 
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! 
 
The ants go marching nine by nine, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching nine by nine, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching nine by nine, 
The little one stops to check the time 
And they all go marching down to the ground 
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! 
 
The ants go marching ten by ten, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching ten by ten, hurrah, hurrah 
The ants go marching ten by ten, 
The little one stops to say “THE END” 
And they all go marching down to the ground 
To get out of the rain, BOOM! BOOM! BOOM!  
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BINGO AND THE CLOWN 
 
There was a clown who had a dog,  
And Bingo was his name-o. 
B-I-N-G-O! 
B-I-N-G-O! 
B-I-N-G-O! 
And Bingo was his name-o! 
 
There was a clown who had a dog, 
And Bingo was his name-o. 
(Clap)-I-N-G-O! 
(Clap)-I-N-G-O! 
(Clap)-I-N-G-O! 
And Bingo was his name-o! 
 
 There was a clown who had a dog, 
And Bingo was his name-o 
(Clap, clap)-N-G-O! 
(Clap, clap)-N-G-O! 
(Clap, clap)-N-G-O! 
And Bingo was his name-o!
 
There was a clown who had a dog 
And Bingo was his name-o. 
(Clap, clap, clap)-G-O! 
(Clap, clap, clap)-G-O! 
(Clap, clap, clap)-G-O! 
And Bingo was his name-o! 
 
There was a clown who had a dog, 
And Bingo was his name-o. 
(Clap, clap, clap, clap)-O! 
(Clap, clap, clap, clap)-O! 
(Clap, clap, clap, clap)-O! 
And Bingo was his name-o! 
 
There was a clown who had a dog, 
And Bingo was his name-o. 
(Clap, clap, clap, clap, clap) 
(Clap, clap, clap, clap, clap) 
(Clap, clap, clap, clap, clap) 
And Bingo was his name-o! 
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DO YOUR EARS HANG LOW? 
Traditional 
Written By: Unknown 
Copyright Unknown 
 
Do your ears hang low? 
Do they wobble to and fro? 
Can you tie them in a knot? 
Can you tie them in a bow? 
Can you throw them o’er your shoulder 
Like a Continental Soldier? 
Do your ears hang low? 
 
Do your ears hang high? 
Do they reach up to the sky? 
Do they wrinkle when they’re wet? 
Do they straighten when they’re dry? 
Can you wave them at your neighbor 
With an element of flavor? 
Do your ears hang high? 
 
Do your ears hang wide? 

\Do they flap from side to side? 
Do they wave in the breeze 
From the slightest little sneeze? 
Can you soar above the nation 
With a feeling of elevation? 
Do your ears hang wide? 
 
Do your ears fall off 
When you give a great big cough? 
Do they lie there on the ground 
Or bounce up at every sound? 
Can you stick them in your pocket 
Just like Davy Crocket? 
Do your ears fall off? 
 
Does your tongue hang down? 
Does it flop all around? 
Can you tie it in a knot? 
Can you tie it in a bow? 
Can you throw it o’er your shoulder 
Like a Continental Soldier? 
Does your tongue hang down?

Does your nose hang low? 
Does it wiggle to and fro? 
Can you tie it in a knot? 
Can you tie it in a bow? 
Can you throw it o’er your shoulder 
Like a Continental Soldier? 
Does your nose hang low? 
 
Do your eyes pop out? 
Do they bounce all about? 
Can you tie them in a knot? 
Can you tie them in a bow? 
Can you throw them o’er your shoulder 
Like a Continental Soldier? 
Do your eyes pop out?  
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GLOOP GLOOP  
 
Gloop gloop went the little green frog one day (slap thighs on each gloop)  
Gloop gloop said the little green frog (repeat actions)  
Gloop gloop went the little green frog one day (repeat actions)  
And they all went gloop gloop glob (repeat actions, extra slap on glob)  
 
BUT!  
We know frogs go la di da di da (clap after word go) 
La di da di da (arms out stand on one leg and wave hands, Switch legs/sides on La di da 
di da every la di da)  
We know frogs go la di da di da  
Don`t go gloop gloop glob ( usual slapping of thighs here)  
 
 
I`VE SOMETHING IN MY POCKET (TUNE: John Brown`s body)  
 
I’ve something in my pocket that belongs upon my face  
I keep it close beside me in a most convenient place  
You’ll never ever guess it though you’d try for quite a while  
So I’ll take it out and put it on its a GREAT BIG CLOWN SMILE. 
 
Apples and Bananas 
 
Written By: Unknown 
Copyright Unknown 
 
I like to eat, eat, eat apples and bananas 
I like to eat, eat, eat apples and bananas 
 
I like to ate, ate, ate ay-ples and ba-nay-nays 
I like to ate, ate, ate ay-ples and ba-nay-nays 
 
I like to eat, eat, eat ee-ples and bee-nee-nees 
I like to eat, eat, eat ee-ples and bee-nee-nees 
 
I like to ite, ite, ite i-ples and by-ny-nys 
I like to ite, ite, ite i-ples and by-ny-nys 
 
I like to ote, ote, ote oh-ples and bo-no-nos 
I like to ote, ote, ote oh-ples and bo-no-nos 
 
I like to oot, oot, oot oo-ples and boo-noo-noos 
I like to oot, oot, oot oo-ples and boo-noo-noos  
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Found a Peanut 
Tune: Clementine 
Written By: Unknown 
Copyright Unknown 
 
Found a peanut, found a peanut, 
Found a peanut just now, 
Just now I found a peanut, 
Found a peanut just now. 
 
Cracked it open, cracked it open, 
Cracked it open just now, 
Just now I cracked it open, 
Cracked it open just now. 
 
It was rotten, it was rotten, 
It was rotten just now, 
Just now it was rotten, 
It was rotten just now. 
 
Ate it anyway, ate it anyway, 
Ate it anyway just now, 
Just now I ate it anyway, 
Ate it anyway just now. 
 
Got a stomach ache, got a stomach ache, 
Got a stomach ache just now, 
Just now I got a stomach ache, 
Got a stomach ache just now. 
 
Called the doctor, called the doctor, 
Called the doctor just now, 
Just now I called the doctor, 
Called the doctor just now. 
 
Penicillin, Penicillin, 
Penicillin just now, 
Just now I took Penicillin, 
Penicillin just now. 
 
Operation, operation, 
Operation just now, 
Just now an operation, 
An operation just now. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Died anyway, died anyway, 
Died anyway just now, 
Just now I died anyway, 
Died anyway just now. 
 
Went to heaven, went to heaven, 
Went to heaven just now, 
Just now I went to heaven, 
Went to heaven just now. 
 
Wouldn't take me, wouldn't take me, 
Wouldn't take me just now, 
Just now Heaven wouldn't take me, 
Wouldn't take me just now. 
 
Went the other way, went the other way, 
Went the other way just now, 
Just now I went the other way, 
Went the other way just now. 
 
Didn't want me, didn't want me, 
Didn't want me just now, 
Just now they didn't want me, 
Didn't want me just now. 
 
Was a dream, was a dream, 
Was a dream just now, 
Just now it was a dream, 
Was a dream, just now. 
 
Then I woke up, then I woke up, 
Then I woke up just now, 
Just now I woke up, 
I woke up just now. 
 
Found a peanut, found a peanut, 
Found a peanut just now, 
Just now I found a peanut, 
Found a peanut just now.  
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ON TOP OF MY PIZZA 
 
Tune: On Top of Old Smokey 
Written By: Unknown 
Copyright Unknown 
 
On top of my pizza 
All covered with sauce 
Could not find the mushrooms 
I think they got lost 
 
I looked in the closet 
I looked in the sink 
I looked in the cup that 
Held my cola drink 
 
I looked in the saucepan 
Right under the lid 
No matter where I looked 
Those mushrooms stayed hid 
 
Next time you make pizza 
I’m begging you, please 
Do not give me mushrooms 
But just plain old cheese  
 
TAKE ME OUT TO THE 
 BALLGAME 
 
Written By: Jack Norworth & Albert 
Von Tilzer Copyright Unknown 
Take me out 
To the ball game 
Take me out 
With the crowd 
Buy me some peanuts 
And Crackerjacks 
I don't care if 
I never never get back 
 
Let me root, root root 
For the home team 
If they don't win 
It's a shame 
For it's one, two, 

Three strikes you're out 
At the old ball game!  
 
 
 
THE CIRCUS PARADE (Sing to 
“The Mulberry Bush”) 
 
Let’s march around in a circus parade 
Circus parade, circus parade. 
Let’s march around in a circus parade 
Let’s go to the circus today 
 
Let’s skip like clowns around the ring, 
Around the ring, around the ring. 
Let’s skip like clowns around the ring 
Let’s go to the circus today. 
 
Let’s watch the acrobats do their tricks, 
Do their tricks, do their tricks. 
Let’s watch the acrobats do their tricks, 
Let’s go to the circus today.   
 Add more verses if you like. 
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GLOOP GLOOP  
 
Gloop gloop went the little green frog one day (slap thighs on each gloop)  
Gloop gloop said the little green frog (repeat actions)  
Gloop gloop went the little green frog one day (repeat actions)  
And they all went gloop gloop glob (repeat actions, extra slap on glob)  
BUT!  
We know frogs go la di da di da (clap after word go) 
La di da di da (arms out stand on one leg and wave hands, Switch legs/sides on La di da 
di da every la di da)  
We know frogs go la di da di da  
Don`t go gloop gloop glob ( usual slapping of thighs here)  
 
I`VE SOMETHING IN MY POCKET (TUNE: John Brown`s body)  
 
I`ve something in my pocket that belongs upon my face  
I keep it close beside me in a most convenient place  
You`ll ever ever guess it though you`d try for quite a while  
So I`ll take it out and put it on its a GREAT BIG CLOWN SMILE. 

LITTLE ACROBAT 

One little acrobat swinging through the air.   
(Hold index finger up and swing side to side.)   

He flips and he flops as we stare.   
(Make index finger bend up and down.)   

And suddenly he’s caught by another with flare!   
(Excitement in voice, lock both index fingers together.)   

He didn’t even know that he gave me a scare!   
(Shake head and wipe brow.)   

One little acrobat swinging through the air   
(Hold index finger up and swing side to side.)   

He lands and bows with the greatest of care!   
(Left palm facing up, place right hand index finger up on left palm. Bend it as to bow). 

DID YOU EVER SEE A CLOWN?        (Sung to: 'Did You Ever See A Lassie?') 
 
Did you ever see a clown, 
A clown, a clown? 
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Did you ever see a clown 
Move this way and that? 
Did you ever see a clown 
Move this way and that? 
Move this way and that way, 
Move this way and that way. 
Did you ever see a clown 
Move this way and that? (Form circle. One child in middle should perform actions. Take 
turns.)  
Source:  Daycare Provider’s Home Page http://www.icomm.ca/daycare/ 
 
 
 
JOE 
The audience repeats each line straight after the leader and keeps the ever-
increasing actions going through the whole thing.  
 
Hi  
My name is Joe,  
And I work in a button factory.  
One day me boss says to me,  
”Are you busy Joe?”  
So I says “no”  
So he says push this button with your right hand.  
 
As the song progresses, you add in more bits to push the button with until you are 
leaping around like mad things. You can push buttons with almost anything 
including hands, legs, heads, tongues (always a favorite) and backsides. 
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FUNtastic Reading
 

 
Activity Sheets 

CHAPTER 6 
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Some Words to Do with the  
Funtastic Reading Vacation Reading Program 

 
acrobat gymnastics tent 
badminton music dancing 
baseball                           pop-up books           freeze tag 
big top fishing travel 
cards four square sandals 
carnival park rodeo 
circus animals trapeze 
croquet snakes tennis 
ferris wheel sprinkler camping 
festival car racing hayride 
friends traveling pie in the face 
frisbee pizza horseshoe 
fun basketball writing stories 
hide and go seek dress up playing 
horseback riding capture the flag swimsuits 
hopscotch football hula hoops 
ice cream kickball clowns 
jump rope lemonade lemonade stand 
marshmallows toys bonfire 
mini golf fudgesicle golf 
picnic dodgeball arts and crafts 
playground street hockey soda pop 
popcorn bike riding waterslide 
popsicle tree house singing 
reading walking climb a tree 
roller blades karaoke cotton candy 
slide skate boomerang 
summer camp sports camp yo-yo 
sun skateboard tag 
twister water balloons swing set 
vacation dunk tank squirt guns 
volleyball shuffleboard pool 
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Reprinted with permission BryBack Manor. www.bry-backmanor.org/ 
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HELP THE CLOWN SOLUTION 
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FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH SILLY SONGS! 

 

_______________ who has a dog and his name is _____________. While looking at 
my ______________________________, I noticed that _______________________ 
resembled ______________. Well _________________________, perhaps 
_________________ except I had to ask ______________ and ________________ 
first. Well before ___________________, I’ll check _______________, otherwise 
we’ll play _________________________.  
 

BINGO 

HEAD AND SHOULDERS KNEES AND TOES 

HERE WE GO AROUND THE MULBERRY BUSH 

HOT CROSS BUNS 

I’M A LITTLE TEAPOT 

IF YOU’RE HAPPY AND YOU KNOW IT 

ITSY BITSY SPIDER 

LITTLE BUNNY FOO FOO 

RING AROUND THE ROSIE 

THE WHEELS ON THE BUS 

THIS LITTLE PIGGIE 

WE’LL ALL JOIN IN THE CIRCLE 
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FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH SILLY SONGS! 

ANSWER KEY 

 

I’M A LITTLE TEAPOT 

BINGO 

HEAD AND SHOULDERS KNEES AND TOES 

THIS LITTLE PIGGIE 

HOT CROSS BUNS 

IF YOU’RE HAPPY AND YOU KNOW IT 

WE’LL ALL JOIN IN THE CIRCLE 

ITSY BITSY SPIDER 

LITTLE BUNNY FOO FOO 

HERE WE GO AROUND THE MULBERRY BUSH 

THE WHEELS ON THE BUS 

RING AROUND THE ROSIE 
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WRITE A FUNNY STORY ABOUT A DUCK’S VISIT TO 

THE CIRCUS! HERE ARE SOME WORDS TO GET YOU 

STARTED! 
 

CLOWN ACROBAT CIRCUS 

ANIMALS HULA HOOP TRAPEZE 

GAMES PRIZES PEANUTS 

COTTON CANDY UNICYCLE HIGH WIRE 

TRAINER BIG TOP FUN 

SILLY 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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AT THE CIRCUS  

 

 

Today, I am going to the __________________ circus. At the ___________________ 
                                           (adjective)                                           (place) 
 

I saw a poster, and on this ____________ poster, in the middle, was a great  
                                              (adjective)                                                               
 
___________.     My friend went and she saw a _____________ and the __________. 
 (noun)     (noun) 
 

When I go, I hope to see a ______________, ________________, and ____________. 
                                                 noun (noun)   (thing) 
 

I want to get a ___________________, ________________ and a ________________ . 
                               (noun)                            (noun)        (adjective) 
 

and  ____________ until I am so full!  At the ____________ place I saw a ___________  
           (verb)                                                        (adjective)                             (noun) 
 

and ___________________.   I love the circus and I hope I can ______________ again 
             (noun)                            (verb) 
  

next year!  
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Circus   
 

Instructions:  Circle the words listed below 

C O T T O N C A N D Y M H B F 
D E N Y U I C G B P H Y V Q C 
E Z N F Y Q L J R I I A Q Q Y 
C L S T A B O R C A G G L U L 
L P E E E Y W S T W H T P I O 
Q C V P Z R N T U R W L O N P 
G B Z L H E R Q Z C I N J P O 
G J W F N A P I E O R C X W U 
I Y D V Y L N A N T E I K F Y 
D Z D N L R V T R G E H C S U 
I A J B X V A E S T U N A E P 
D D K K N M G J C F S Q T U U 
F A P H E I I L F O C O Y S X 
D P Y R T O V J F Y G J K N R 

 

Acrobats 
Big top 
Center ring 
Circus 
Clown 
Cotton candy 
Elephants 
Fun 

High Wire 
Lion 
Lion Tamer 
Peanuts 
Tent 
Tiger 
Trapeze 
Tricks 

 
Submitted by:  Name: Lisa M. Ramage,    Library:  Mid-Mississippi Regional Library System      
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“Circus” Solution  
 

Instructions:  Circle the words listed below. 
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 CIRCUS 
 

b s d w p m p f 
i u z n n t u s 
g c l o w n u h 
t r e I o e b p 
o i g l s t t k 
p c g l z h r n 
s n q e c u t p 
a q v c r a y u 

 
           
 

   big  clown 
   fun lion 
   top tent 
   circus tiger 
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 CIRCUS 
 

solution 
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FUN THINGS TO DO IN THE SUMMERTIME! 
Decode these fun summer activities using this code… 
 
1 Z 2 Y 
3 X 4 W 
5 V 6 U 
7 T 8 S 
9 R 10 Q 
11 P 12 O 
13 N 14 M 
15 L 16 K 
17 J 18 I 
19 H 20 G 
21 F 22 E 
23 D 24 C 
25 B 26 A 
 
8-4-18-14 _____________________________ 
 
21-18-8-19 _____________________________ 
 
9-22-26-23 _____________________________ 
 
8-16-26-7-22 _____________________________ 
 
11-18-24-13-18-24 _____________________________ 
 
24-26-14-11 _____________________________ 
 
25-18-24-2-24-15-22 _____________________________ 
 
17-6-20-20-15-22 _____________________________ 
 
19-18-16-22 _____________________________ 
 
24-26-13-12-22 _____________________________ 
 
25-12-12-14-22-9-26-13-20 _____________________________ 
 
17-12-20 _____________________________ 
 
16-18-24-16-25-26-15-15 _____________________________ 
 
25-26-8-22-25-26-15-15 _____________________________ 
 
7-22-13-13-18-8 _____________________________ 
 
9-6-13 _____________________________ 
 
7-26-20 _____________________________ 
 
20-12-15-21 _____________________________ 
 
17-6-14-11-9-12-11-22 _____________________________ 
 
8-15-18-23-22 _____________________________ 
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FUN THINGS TO DO IN THE SUMMERTIME! 
ANSWER KEY 
 
SWIM 
FISH 
READ 
SKATE 
PICNIC 
CAMP 
BICYCLE 
JUGGLE 
HIKE 
CANOE 
BOOMERANG 
JOG 
KICKBALL 
BASEBALL 
TENNIS 
RUN 
TAG 
GOLF 
JUMPROPE 
SLIDE 
 
 
CAN YOU HELP SOLVE THE CODE TO FIGURE OUT WHAT THE SILLY 
SONG IS? (see below) 
 ANSWER KEY 
IF YOU'RE HAPPY AND YOU KNOW IT 
HERE WE GO 'ROUND THE MULBERRY BUSH  
FRÈRE JACQUES  
DID YOU EVER SEE A LASSIE?  
CAMP GRENADA 
CAMPTOWN LADIES 
BINGO 
BROTHER JOHN 
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CAN YOU HELP SOLVE THE CODE TO FIGURE OUT WHAT THE SILLY 
SONG IS? 
 

1 Z 2 Y 
3 X 4 W 
5 V 6 U 
7 T 8 S 
9 R 10 Q 
11 P 12 O 
13 N 14 M 
15 L 16 K 
17 J 18 I 
19 H 20 G 
21 F 22 E 
23 D 24 C 
25 B 26 A 

 
 
18-21-2-12-6-9-22-19-26-11-11-2-26-13-12-4-18-7  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
19-22-26-9-22-4-22-20-12-9-12-6-13-23-7-19-22-14-6-15-22-9-9-2-25-6-8-19  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
21-9-22-9-22-17-26-24-10-6-22-8  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
23-18-23-2-12-6-22-5-22-9-8-22-22-26-15-26-8-8-18-22  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
24-26-14-11-20-9-22-26-23-26  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
24-26-14-11-7-12-4-13-15-26-23-18-23-18-22-8  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
25-18-13-20-12  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
25-9-12-7-19-22-9-17-12-19-13  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
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CIRCLE WHICH OF THESE THINGS WILL YOU SEE AT 

THE CIRCUS 
 
 
CLOWN 
SHARK 
RING OF FIRE 
ACROBAT 
DANCERS 
CIRCUS 
GIRAFFE 
FISH 
LAMB 
HULA HOOP 
MAGICIAN 
TRAPEZE 
GAMES 
FLAME THROWER 
PRIZES 
PEANUTS 
HIGH WIRE 
COTTON CANDY 
BAT 
UNICYCLE 
SOCCER BALL 
ANIMAL TRAINER 
BIG TOP 
DOG 
FROG 
JUGGLER 
 
 
WHAT ARE THESE CIRCUS FOODS? 
 
CRUNCHY, SALTY SNACK IN A SHELL: __________________ 
 
PUFFY, SWEET SUGAR _____________ 
 
SWEET SYRUP AND CARBONATED WATER _______________ 
 
GIANT SWEET DOUGHY SNACK ___________________ 
 
SWEETS OF DIFFERENT KINDS _________________ 
 
 

WHY DO YOU THINK THEY CALL IT THE “BIG TOP”?  
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CIRCLE WHICH OF THESE THINGS WILL YOU SEE AT 
THE CIRCUS 

Solution 
Dark type indicates what should be circled. 

 
 
CLOWN 
SHARK 
RING OF FIRE 
ACROBAT 
DANCERS 
CIRCUS 
GIRAFFE 
FISH 
LAMB 
HULA HOOP 
MAGICIAN 
TRAPEZE 
GAMES 
FLAME THROWER 
PRIZES 
PEANUTS 
HIGH WIRE 
COTTON CANDY 
BAT 
UNICYCLE 
SOCCER BALL 
ANIMAL TRAINER 
BIG TOP 
DOG 
FROG 
JUGGLER 
 
 
WHAT ARE THESE CIRCUS FOODS? 
 
CRUNCHY, SALTY SNACK IN A SHELL: ___PEANUT 
 
PUFFY, SWEET SUGAR ___COTTON CANDY 
 
SWEET SYRUP AND CARBONATED WATER ___SODA_________ 
 
GIANT SWEET DOUGHY SNACK ___ELEPHANT EAR______ 
 
SWEETS OF DIFFERENT KINDS ___CANDY_________ 
 
 
WHY DO YOU THINK THEY CALL IT THE “BIG TOP”? 
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WHAT DO YOU NEED FOR A PICNIC??? 
 
Circle the Pictures of items useful for a picnic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 219



  
 
WHAT DO YOU NEED FOR A PICNIC? 
 
Circle the pictures of the items useful for a picnic. 
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SUMMER FUN   

 
Complete the puzzle using the clues shown below.  
 

 
 
Across   
     2. One of four seasons.   
     5. Summer is a long one. .  
     6. You can sometimes climb them.   
     9. Frozen water.   
    10. Icy treat on a stick.   
    11. Run through it on the lawn.   
    13. Independence Day is one. 
   
Down   

1. Something you do in a pool or a lake. 
2. Hot ball in the sky.   
3.  What you play with cards or on a  board. 

        4.  Summer shoes. 
      7. Sweet and frozen treat.                                                              .  
      8. A place where you can play. 

    12. What you sing.        
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. SUMMER FUN  
Solution 

 
Complete the puzzle using the clues shown below.  
 

 
 
 
 
Across   
     2. One of four seasons.   
     5. Summer is a long one. .  
     6. You can sometimes climb them.   
     9. Frozen water.   
    10. Icy treat on a stick.   
    11. Run through it on the lawn.   
    13. Independence Day is one. 
   
Down   

3. Something you do in a pool or a lake. 
4. Hot ball in the sky.   
3.  What you play with cards or on a  board. 

        4.  Summer shoes. 
      7. Sweet and frozen treat.                                                              .  
      8. A place where you can play.  
    12. What you sing 

 222



FUN THINGS AT THE CIRCUS 
 
 
 

Complete the puzzle using the clues shown below.  
 

 
 
Across  
2. Funny man.  
3. Animals in the circus sometimes jump through one of these.  
5. The person who announces circus acts.  
Down  
1. A big gray animal.  
4. Clowns have a big red _________.  
5. It is fun to watch when people walk on the tight_____.  
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FUN THINGS AT THE CIRCUS SOLUTION 
 
 

Complete the puzzle using the clues shown below.  
 

 
 
Across  
2. Funny man.  
3. Animals in the circus sometimes jump through one of these.  
5. The person who announces circus acts.  
Down  
1. A big gray animal.  
4. Clowns have a big red _________.  
5. It is fun to watch when people walk on the tight_____.  
 
 

 
 
Created with Discovery Channel School's PuzzleMaker.  
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WHAT ARE SOME FUNTASTIC THINGS TO  
ENJOY DURING A FUNTASTIC SUMMER? 

 
 
 
D+                       -t  + ce  =  _________________________  
 
 
 
                  - ad + deo  = ______________________ 
 
 
 
 
Pop +             =  _____________________ 
 
 
 
                               + ball  = ________________ 
 
 
 
 
10 + n +                         - ce + s  =  _____________________ 
 
 
                                  + ade  =  ___________________ 
 
 
 
 
H +                          - V = _____________________ 
 
 
 
Tree +                                 =   _______________________ 
 
 
 
                                               + suit =  _______________________ 
 
 
 
 

- table = _________________________ 
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WHAT ARE SOME FUNTASTIC THINGS TO  
ENJOY DURING A FUNTASTIC SUMMER? 

 
ANSWER KEY 
 
DANCE 
RODEO 
LEMONADE 
TENNIS 
FOOTBALL 
HIKING 
POPCORN 
TREEHOUSE 
SWIMSUIT 
POOL 
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CIRCUS SILLYNESS  
 

Complete the puzzle using the clues shown below.  
 

 
 
Across  
5. Fluffy spun sugary candy  
6. The highest point, an acrobat walks across one  
7. Another word for circus tent  
9. Gifts if you win the game  
11. A bar with strings used for flying through the air  
12. Acting goofy  
13. Having a good time  
14. Different species who travel with the circus and perform tricks  
Down  
1. A giant circle, swiveled on your hips  
2. He or she leads the animals and performers  
3. You can play these at a festival or circus  
4. One wheeled bike  
5. A traveling festival with games and animals  
8. A type of nut in a shell  
10. Funny looking person all dressed up  
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Created with Discovery Channel School's PuzzleMaker.  

 



 
 
 
CIRCUS SILLYNESS  

 
Complete the puzzle using the clues shown below.  
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SUMMERTIME WORDS  
 

Find the hidden words.  
 

 
 

 
FAIR PARK POPCORN SODAPOP  
FUN PICNIC POPSICLE SUN  
PARADE POOL READING TENNIS  

 

Created with Discovery Channel School's PuzzleMaker. 
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SUMMERTIME WORDS  
 

Find the hidden words.  
 

 
 

FAIR PARK POPCORN SODAPOP  
FUN PICNIC POPSICLE SUN  
PARADE POOL READING TENNIS  

 
 

 
 

Created with Discovery Channel School's PuzzleMaker.  
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How Many WORDS can you make from the following phrase: 
 

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY 
 
_________________      __________________ 
 
_________________      __________________ 
 
_________________      __________________ 
 
_________________      __________________ 
 
_________________      __________________ 
 
_________________      __________________ 
 
_________________      __________________ 
 
_________________      __________________ 
 
_________________      __________________ 
 
_________________      __________________ 
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MIXED UP CIRCUS WORDS 
 

This circus is all mixed up because their words are scrambled. 
Can you help them get their words right? 

 
Draw a line to the word and its mixed-up match! 
 
Clown     ylils  

Acrobat gib opt  

Circus reniatr 

Animals atrocrab  

Hula hoop ttnoco ydnac  

Trapeze ustnaep  

Games zespri 

Prizes ghih irew  

Peanuts zeeprta 

Cotton candy aluh ooph 

Unicycle cyinucle 

High wire emsag  

Trainer salmian 

Big top nuf  

Fun uscric 

Silly nwolc 
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SOLUTION 
MIXED UP CIRCUS WORDS 
 

This circus is all mixed up because their words are scrambled. 
Can you help them get their words right? 

 
 
Draw a line to the word and its mixed-up match! 
 
Clown     ylils 

Acrobat gib opt 

Circus reniatr 

Animals atbocra 

Hula hoop ttnoco ydnac 

Trapeze ustnaep 

Games zespri 

Prizes ghih irew 

Peanuts zeeprta 

Cotton candy aluh ooph 

Unicycle cyinucle 

High wire emsag 

Trainer salmian 

Big top nuf 

Fun uscric 

Silly nwolc 
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                     MIXED UP WORDS 
Draw a line to the word and its mixed-up match! 
 
 
Reading rechapt 

Book etwri 

Literate dearing  

Write kobo 

Chapter etaertil  

Draw     koobarmk  

Title ward 

Bookmark yraniontcid  

Page letti 

Dictionary    agep  

 
 
 
                         SOLUTION  
                       
                 MIXED UP WORDS 
Draw a line to the word and its mixed-up match! 
 
Reading rechapt 

Book etwri 

Literate dearing  

Write kobo 

Chapter etaertil  

Draw     koobarmk  

Title ward 

Bookmark yraniontcid  

Page letii 

Dictionary    agep  
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FUN OUTDOORS MIXED UP WORDS 
 
Draw a line to the word and its mixed-up match! 
 
Ants esert  

Lake ntsa 

Trees ppingksi sotens 

Camping mcianpg 

Fire frie 

Fishing hifisng 

Flies glso 

Toad kael 

Logs icban 

Picnic Cokr 

River     Rvier 

Rock pslnegie agb     

Cabin seifl 

Sleeping bag idels     

Slide ettn 

Tent Adot 

Skipping Stones nicpic 
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HOW MANY WORDS CAN YOU MAKE FROM THE WORDS: 
 

SUNSHINE DAY 

 
        

________________   ________________ 
 
________________   ________________ 
 
________________   ________________  
 
________________   ________________ 
 
________________   ________________ 
   
________________   ________________ 
 
________________   ________________ 
 
________________   ________________ 
 
________________   ________________ 
 
________________   ________________ 
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SILLY SONG WORD MIX UP 
Draw a line to the word and its mixed-up match! 
 
 
 
 
 
Animal fair        skeos kaelb 

Black socks                                                                   odyorursae gnahwol 

Bless my underwear romfeht potfoteh wings ets 

Camp grenada seslbym wearunder 

Do your ears hang low                  jaboc honjjinlegheiemr chsmitd 

 

From the top of the swing set keymon nad pimch 

John Jacob jingleheimer Schmidt ssimyeal adha strmea btoa 

Miss lucy had a steam boat tereh aswa crokoedanm 

Monkey and chimp histosi the sogn that heerensd 

On top of spaghetti tar alal bomo 

There was a crooked man pamcadanerg 

 

This is the song that never ends     no top fospahetgti 

Tra la la boom                   nialam airf  
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