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Foreword 

The Population and Economic Study for Winnsboro, South 

Carolina, is the first of a series of six planning reports under-

taken by Wilbur Smith and Associates for the Planning Commission 

of Winnsboro, South Carolina,and the Community Planning Division 

of the South Carolina State Development Board. 

This report analyzes in depththe socioeconomic develop-

ments within Fairfield County with respect to the City of Winnsboro 

and the surrounding urbanized area. The report notes the trends 

in existing development within the county and &nalyzes the cause of 

change of the population profile of Fairfield County, the City of 

Winnsboro and Winnsboro Mills. The report also considers in detail 

the employed labor force, its composition, existing trends in 

sales and production, and outlines steps to strengthen the economy 

in light of current available information. 

It is suggested that this preliminary report, its con-

elusions and recommendations, be seriously studied and reviewed by 

the City Planning Commission of Winnsboro and other interested 

groups and individuals. By so doing, the future planning program 

for Winnsboro will have the broadest base of public support and 

participation possible. 



Purpose of Report 

The purpose of the Population and Economic Study for the 

City of Winnsboro is basically to: (1) determine the cause for 

change in the population and economic profile of the community. 

(2) analyze all available existing information in relation to 

this change. (3) estimate future population and employment 

trends, and (4) suggest ways to strengthen the economy of 

Winnsboro in relation to the estimated future population and 

employment projections. 
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Chapter 1 

P.OPULATION CHARACTERI$TICS 

E~ietiqg Population 

The City of l'linnsboro has gradually increased in population 

since the turn of the century as indicated on Table 1. This 

gradual increase is also reflected by a similar rate of population 

increase for the State of South Carolina during the same period. 

Over the past 50 years, the City of Winnsboro approximately doUbled 

in population, an increase of 98.4 per cent. Fairfield County 

during this same period decreased from approximately 29,500 to 

about 20,700 persons or a decrease of about 30 per cent. Excluding 

the decade from 1930 to 1940, the County of Fairfield steadily 

declined in population, as the farm workers moved to areas where 

job opportunities seemed more available. 

Fairfield County- The distribution of population within 

Fairfield County between 1940 and 1960 remained predomina~tely rural 

in character with roughly 20 per cent of the population classified 

as urban, and 80 per cent classified as rural as indicated on 

Table 2. The change in the definition of rural and urban by the 

census bureau in 1950 did not significantly affect the predominately 

rural character. 
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Table 1 

POPULATION GROWTH OF SELECTED AREAS 

ANNUAL ANNUAL 
PER CENT SOUTH PER CENT FAIRFIELD PER CENT PER CENT CITY OF PER CENT PER CENT 

YEAR U.S.A. CHANGE CAROLINA CHANGE COUNTY CHANGE INCREASE WINNSBORO CHANGE INCREASE 
(-t:;ousands) (thousands) 

1900 75,995 1,340 29,425 N.A .. 
21.0 13.1 0.57 0.06 

I 1910 91,972 1,515- 29,442 1,754 
N 

14.9 11.1 -8.4 -0.8 3. 9 ' 0.4 I 

1920 105,-711 1,684 27,159(1) 1,822 
16.1 3.3 -14.3 -1.4 28.6 2.9 

1930 122,775 1,739 23,287 2,344 
7.2 9.3 3.9 0.4 35.7 3.6 

1940 131,669 1,900 24,187 3,181 
14.4 11.4 -10.0 -1.0 2.7 0.3 

1950 150,697 2,117 21,780 3,267 

18.4 12.5 - 4.9 -0.5 6.5 0.6 
1960 178,464 2,383 20,713 3,479 

(1) In 1913 part of Fairfield County annexed to Richland County. 

SOURCE: u.s. Census of Population. 

N.A . -Not Available. 
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Table 2 

POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 

Urban-Rural, White-Nonwhite 

Fairfield County 

YEAR CENSUS URBAN PER CENT RURAL PER CENT WHITE PER CENT NONWHITE PER CENT 

1940 24,187 3,181 13.2 21,006 86.8 9, 217 38.1 14,970 61.9 

1950 21,780 6,203 28.5 15,577 71.5 8,859 40.7 12, 921 59.3 

I 
1960 20,713 3,479 16.8 17,234 83.2 8,394 40.5 12,319 59.5 

w 
t 

SOURCE: u.s. Census of Population. 



The racial distribution of population of Fairfield county 

during 1940 to 1960 also changed, but not significantly. The white 

and nonwhite populations have both steadily decreased, while the 

nonwhite population, due to out-migration, has decreased at a 

more significant rate. 

Winnsboro - The racial composition of the City of Winnsboro 

and Winnsboro Mills is compared with those of the state and Fair

field County on Table 3. Whereas the white population for Fair

field County has remained fairly constant during the period of 

1900 to 1960, the nonwhite population has declined from 76 per 

cent of the total population in 1900 to less than 60 per cent 

of the total population in 1960. The loss of Fairfield County's 

nonwhite rural population can be attributed to better job opportu

nities in urban areas. 

Since 1930, the City of Winnsboro has shown a slow, but 

gradual, growth and reflected the shift of the nonwhite rural 

population toward the more urbanized communities. Winnsboro Mills, 

an extension of the City of Winnsboro, reflected a slight decline 

of total population between 1950 and 1960 with a slight increase 

in a disproportionate number of nonwhites. 

-4-



Table 3 

POPULATION BY SELECTED AREAS 

l.fuite and Nonwhite 

SOUTH CAROLINA FAIRFIELD COUNTY 
Per Cent Total Per Cent Total 

~ l.fuite Nonwhite Nonwhite Population ~ White Nonwhite Nonwhite Population 

1900 557,807 782,509 58.4 1,340,316 1900 7,050 22,375 76.0 29,425 
I 1910 679,161 836,239 55.2 1,515,400 1910 7,065 22,377 76.0 29,442 
~ 1920 818,538 865,186 51.4 1,683,724 1920 6,487 20,672 76.1 27,159 

1930 944,049 794,716 45.7 1,738,765 1930 7,597 15,690 67.4 23,287 
1940 1,084,308 815,496 42.9 1,899,804 1940 9,217 14,970 61.9 24,187 
1950 1,293,405 823,622 38.9 2,117,027 1950 8,859 12,921 59.3 21,780 
1960 1,551,022 831,572 34.9 2,382,594 1960 8,394 12,319 59.5 20,713 

CITY OF WINNSBORO WINNSBORO MILLS 
Per Cent Total Per Cent Total 

Year White Nonwhite Nonwhite PoJ2ulation ~ White Nonwhite Nonwhi_te Popultation 

1930 1,253 1,091 46.5 2,344 1950 2,925 11 0.4 2,~36 

1940 1,670 1,511 47.5 3,161 1960 2,381 30 1.2 2,.~.11 

1950 1,630 1,637 50.1 3,267 
1960 1,609 1,870 53.8 :r, 4 79 

SOURCE: u.s. Census of Population. 



The change in the racial composition of the City of 

Winnsboro reflects the social and economic changes taking place 

in Fairfield County, as well as the State of South Carolina. 

Winnsboro's economy is closely related to the same factors which 

influence the economy of the state. As the farms and plantations 

become more mechanized and specialized, farm labor, especially 

nonwhite labor, is being released and forced to find employment 

elsewhere. Most of these laborers are leaving the rural counties 

and migrating to the urban areas, large and small, both inside 

and outside the state. Migration of nonwhite residents in southern 

states has beenoocurring for many years for various reasons other 

than changes in agricultural employment. The out-migration of 

nonwhite residents has often created a shortage of skilled and 

semiskilled labor and could possibly seriously affect the supply 

of available labor in Fairfield County which may directly affect 

Winnsboro's labor supply. 

Age and Sex Composition of Population 

The age and sex composition for the State of South 

Carolina; Fairfie~q County, Winnsboro, and Winnsboro Mills is shown 

on Table 4. The significant trend is the fact that the younger 

segment of the population, age groups 15 to 24, and 25 to 34, both 

-6-



Table 4 

POPULATION DISTRIBUTION BY AGE AND SEX 

Selected Areas 

1940 - 1950 - 1960 

MALE FEMALE 
AGE 1.Wl Per Cent 1950 Per Cent 1960 Per Cent 1940 Per Cent 1950 Per Cent 1960 Per Cent 

South Carolina 

Under 5 105,918 11.3 141,835 13.6 149,485 12.7 104,742 10.9 137,768 12.8 145,428 12.1 
5-14 216,875 23.2 230,988 22.2 281,348 23.9 213,150 22.1 225,356 20.9 237,867 22.7 

I 15-24 204,325 21.9 182,422 17.5 207,749 17.7 213,656 22.2 188,867 17.6 187,872 15.6 
-...] 25-34 140,452 15.0 156,520 15.0 143,397 12.2 148,873 15.4 165,240 15.3 153,470 12.7 
I 

35-44 100,467 10.7 129,852 12.5 145,213 12.3 110,406 11.4 137,568 12.8 154,850 12.8 

45-54 77,606 8.3 87,866 8.4 113,770 9.7 80,968 8.4 95,533 8.9 121,622 10.1 

55-64 50,427 5.4 58,938 5.7 70,725 6.0 50,625 5.2 63,269 5.9 83,244 6.9 

65 and Over 39,169 ~ 52,119 .2.:.1. 64,176 .2.:2.. 42,145 ..±:..! 62,886 ~ 86,423 ....1..:..!. 

TOTAL 935,239 100.0 1,040,540 100.0 1,175,818 100.0 964,565 100.0 1, 076,487 100.0 1,206,776 100.0 

Fairfield County 

Under 5 1,413 11.8 1,550 14.4 1,370 13.5 1,427 11.7 1,430 13.0 1,375 13.0 

5-14 3,102 25.8 2,567 23.7 2,678 26.4 3,051 25.0 2,572 23.4 2,578 24.4 

15-24 2,625 21.9 1,932 17~9 1,530 15.1 2,659 21.8 1,905 17.4 1,560 14.8 

25-34 1,553 12.9 1,412 13.1 1,074 10.6 1,676 13.8 1,425 13.0 1,162 11.0 

35-44 1,107 9.2 1,149 10.6 1,142 11.2 1,194 9.8 1,257 11.5 1,190 11.3 

45-54 895 7.5 886 8.2 980 9.6 948 7.8 918 8.4 1,042 9.9 

55-64 675 5.6 630 5.8 683 6.7 651 5.4 681 6.2 732 6.9 

65 and Over 636 ~ 683 ....§..d 703 __§_,:_2_ 575 4.7 783 ....1..:..!. 914 .Jh1. 
TOTl~L 12,006 100.0 10,809 100.0 10,160 100.0 12,181 100.0 10,971 100.0 10,553 100.0 



Table 4 (Cont'd) 

MALE FEMALE 
194;0 Per Cent 1950 Per Cent 1960 Per Cent 1940 Per Cent 1950 Per Cent 1960 Per Cent 

AGE 
City of Winnsboro 

Under 5 127 8.7 202 13.5 203 12.9 135 7.8 191 10.8 247 13.0 
5-14 294 20.1 294 19.7 403 25.6 322 18.7 316 17.8 423 22.2 

15-24 328 22.4 230 15.4 183 11.6 412 24.0 304 17.1 230 12.1 
25-34 262 17.9 253 17.0 190 12.0 305 17.8 293 16.5 238 12.5 
35-44 58 10.8 188 12.6 237 15.0 201 11.7 219 12.3 236 12.4 
45-54 146 10.0 138 9.2 139 8.8 154 9.0 181 10.2 175 9.2 
55-64 78 5.3 107 7.2 118 7.5 95 5.5 122 6.9 148 7.8 
65 and Over _.1Q _Ll! _J!Q ~ 104 ....2.....2 _JM_ ...i-.2. 149 ..Jl.a.4 205 10.8 

1 TOTAL 1,463 100.0 1,492 100.0 1,577 100.0 1,718 100.0 1,755 100.0 1,902 100.0 
(X) 

I 
Winnsboro Mills 

Under 5 202 14.0 110 9.4 174 11.6 100 a.o 
5-14 312 21.7 271 23.2 339 22.7 277 22.3 

15-24 262 18.2 189 16.2 285 19.1 181 14.6 
25-34 226 15.7 143 12.2 229 15.3 148 11.9 
35-44 218 15.1 144 12.3 238 15.9 174 14.0 
45-54 138 9.6 168 14.4 112 7.5 197 15.8 
55-64 47 3.3 101 8.7 68 4.5 94 7.6 
65 or Over __12 ~ J:£ ....L.2 _.2..! _]_d --1.2:. ~ 

TOTAL 1,440 100.0 1,168 100.0 1,496 100.0 1,243 100.0 

SOURCE: U. S. Census of Population • 



male and female, are leaving the respective areas at an alarming 

- rate and, consequently sapping the area of its growth potential. 

The very productive age group of 15 to 45 years decreased at a 

noticeable rate in the greater portion of Winnsboro's population. 

This decreasing trend of the young age groups for the City of 

Winnsboro was not contrary to the overall trend for the state and 

Fairfield County. The younger segment of the Winnsboro population, 

age groupings 15 to 24, and 25 to 34,declined significantly from 

1940 to 1960. The middle age grouping, 35 to 44 years, for this 

same period increased in the City of Winnsboro, while declining 

slightly in Winnsboro Mills. It is a sign of considerable out

migration when the percentage of population in the 15 to 44-year 

age group continually decreases. These years are considered the 

most productive ones of a person•s life and are normally the 

years during which one will seek employment, marry, and purchase. 

and maintain a horne. The continuing decline in the 15 to 44 age 

group could indicate that Winnsboro and Winnsboro Mills, as well 

as Fairfield County, lack the sufficient economic,social, and 

employment opportunities to retain its youth. It is felt that 

the increase in the 35 to 44 age group from 1950 to 1960 for 

Winnsboro for both male and female is a sign of stabilization, 

counter-balanced slightly by a decline in population of this same 

age group in Winnsboro Mills. 

-9-



The distribution of the population by sex shown in 

Table 5, illustrates that 1940 through 1960, females out-

numbered males in all the selected areas, and that this distri

bution has remained fairly constant since 1940. This probably 

reflects the fact that males have been leaving the county and 

Winnsboro for greater employment opportunities elsewhere. While 

every effort should be made to reverse this trend, the city 

should use the existing distribution to its advantage in attract

ing industries which employ a greater per cent of female workers. 

Migration 

The migration trends of an area are determined basically 

by comparing the birth and death records of the area against the 

previous census figures. If the natural increase in population 

(births minus deaths) for a given period, when added to a base 

year population, produces a population which is greater than 

the actual population, in-migration has occurred. If the oppo

site is true, out-migration has occurred. During the decade of 

1950 to 1960, Fairfield County experienced a considerable out

migration of the population, usually in the most productive 

age groups as indicated in Table 6. This out-migration was in 

excess of 5,000 persons with the nonwhite out-migration com

prising more than twice the number o£ out-mi.grd.tiuy whites. 

-10-
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Table 5 

POPULATION DISTRIBUTION BY SEX 

Selected Areas 

~ ~ PER CENT FEMALE PER CENT TOTAL 

South Carolina 

1940 935,239 49.2 964,565 50.8 1,899,804 
1950 1,040,540 49.2 1,076,487 50.8 2,117,027 
1960 1,175,818 49.4 1,206,776 50.6 2,382,594 

Fairfield county 

I 1940 12,006 49.6 12,181 50.4 24,187 ..... ..... 1950 10,809 49.6 10,971 50.4 21,780 I 
1960 10,160 49.1 10,553 50.9 20,713 

City of Winnsboro 

1940 1,463 46.0 1,718 54.0 3,181 
1950 1,492 45.7 1,775 54.3 3,267 
1960 1,577 45.3 1,902 54.7 3,479 

Winnsboro Mills 

1950 1,440 49.0 1,496 51.0 2,936 
1960 1,168 48.4 1,243 51.6 2,411 



Table 6 

MIGRATION TRENDS 

Fairfield County 

1950 - 1960 

WHITE NONWHITE TOTAL 

1950 Population* 8,859 12,921 21,780 

Natural Population Increase** 1,137 3,154 4,291 

Expected 1960 Population 9,996 16,075 26,071 

Actual 1960 Population* 8,394 12,319 20,713 

Population Loss From 
Migration 1,602 3,756 5,358 

SOURCE: * u. s. Census of Population. 
** South Carolina State Board of Health. 
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Vital statistics obtained from the South Carolina De-

partment of Health show that the natural population increase 

(births minus deaths) in Fairfield County between 1950 and 

1960 amounted to 4,291. If this figure is added to the 1950 

census population of 21,780, the 1960 census population for 

Fairfield County would have been 26,071 rather than 20,713 

as was actually recorded. This means that out-migration ex

ceeded in-migration in Fairfield county between 1950 and 1960 

by 5,358 persons. Out-migration has been far greater in the 

nonwhite population than in the white population, as shown in 

Table 6. 

The vital statistics for both white.and nonwhites in 

Fairfield County are shown in Table 7. White and nonwhite 

births have steadily decreased over the past 18 years, 1950 to 

1967, a fact directly related to the out-migration of the child

bearing aged population. This out-migration is probably caused 

by the consolidation and mechanization of farms within the 

county, resulting in the release of large numbers of farm 

laborers who generally lack the skills and education needed to 

-13-
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Table 7 

VITAL STATISTICS 

Fairfield County 

BIRTHS 
YEAR White Nonwhite Total White 

1950 206 427 633 65 
1951 217 454 671 46 
1952 193 462 655 57 
1953 1~ 5 411 606 82 
1954 194 441 635 77 
1955 173 404 577 79 
1956 188 458 646 92 
1957 197 404 601 76 
1958 149 445 594 74 
1959 145 415 560 72 

TOTAL 1,857 4,321 6,178 720 

1960 122 375 497 65 
1961 135 3S'8 533 74 
1962 120 411 531 72 
1963 135 370 505 107 
1964 136 386 522 81 
1965 111 34S 460 84 
1966 132 312 444 52 
1967 N.A. N.A. 442 89 

TOTAL 891 2,601 3,934 624 

SOURCE: south carolina State Board of Health. 

N.A. - Not Available. 

DEATHS 
Nonwhite Total 

103 168 
93 139 

110 167 
123 205 
114 191 
105 184 
117 209 
150 226 
124 198 
128 200 -

1,167 1,887 

136 201 
?4 168 

127 199 
133 240 
106 187 
130 214 
109 161 
105 194 

940 1,564 



obtain other work in the county. Out-migration is also probably 

due, in great part, to established migration trends of nonwhite 

and low income residents of southern states -- trends over which 

local officials and leaders have very little control. 

A comparison of out-migration trends by age groups for 

1950 and 1960 is illustrated on Table 8. The 1950 age group 

is reported first, and the 1960 corresponding age group second. 

From this table it is evident that all age groups within 

Fairfield County suffered from out-migration during this period 

from 1950 to 1960, the majority of this out-migration occuring 

within the younger, nonwhite age groups. 

Education 

Of vital importance to the economy and the general well

being of Winnsboro and the surrounding area is the level of 

education attained by its population. There is a high correla

tion of the educational attainment of the adult population with 

income, with occupation, with status or social position in the 

community and with many other aspects of community life. The 

level of ability in the population of a community as a whole is 

a function of the education of the people. The higher the 

educational status, the larger the proportion of the labor force 

-15-



Table 8 

COMPARISONS BY AGE GROUP 

Fairfield County 

1950 - 1960 

AGE WHITE NONWHITE 
YEhR GROUP Male Female Male Female TOTAL 

1950 5- 9 468 441 866 875 2,650 
1960 15-19 365 333 639 609 1,946 

-103 -108 -227 -266 - 704 
I 

J-1 1950 10-14 409 426 824 830 2,489 0) 

I 1960 20-24 172 222 354 396 1£144 
-237 -204 -470 -434 -1,345 

1950 15-19 366 394 719 660 2,139 
1960 25-29 217 233 313 336 1!099 

-149 -161 -406 -324 -1,040 

1950 20-24 307 316 540 535 1,698 
1960 30-34 236 274 308 319 1,137 

- 71 - 42 -232 -216 - 561 

1950 25-29 330 338 442 428 1,538 
1960 35-39 275 277 325 303 ltl80 

- 55 - 61 -117 -125 - 358 



Table 8 (Cont • d) 

AGE WHITE NONWHITE 
YEAR GROUP Male Female Male Female TOTAL 

1950 30-34 319 347 321 312 1,299 
1960 40-44 ~ 320 ~ 290 1,152 

- 35 - 27 - 63 - 22 - 147 

1950 35-39 311 336 307 347 1,301 
1960 45-49 301 300 248 __ll2. 1,124 

- 10 - 36 - 59 - 72 - 177 

1950 40-44 300 302 231 272 1,105 
I 1960 50-54 244 ..... 260 __1§1. .221. 898 

-.J 
I 

- 56 - 42 - 44 - 65 - 207 

1950 45-49 271 244 233 250 998 
1960 55-59 211 _!.2.2. _!Ql _2Q§_ 799 

- 60 - 49 - 46 - 44 - 199 

1950 50-54 194 199 188 225 806 
1960 60-64 __!ll __!1.§_ ___!£§_ ....ill. 616 

- 35 - 23 - 62 - 70 - 190 

SOURCE: u.s. Census of Population. 



prepared to comprehend and carry out tasks requiring skilled 

judgement and knowledge. This is of utmost importance today 

as South Carolinabec~ more industrialized. Job opportunities 

are requiring skilled labor and labor which is capable of being 

trained to perform functions required. 

In South Carolina, as in other southern states, the 

educational attainment of the adult population (25 years old 

and over) is gradually rising, but is still far below the national 

average. In fact, South Carolina ranks lowest in the 50 states 

in adult educational attainment. (l) The result of current 

educational efforts is not totally reflected by Table 9. This 

table does depict the median number of school years completed 

by those 25 years old and over and indicates the trend of 

educational gains made by selected counties in South Carolina. 

The concentrated efforts and improvements made by Fairfield 

County, which in 1950 consolidated the county schools into one 

district,are reflected by Winnsboro's relatively high percentage 

of high school graduates. For those with at least a high school 

education, Winnsboro ranked in the top 10 per cent of urban areas 

with population of 10,000 or less in 1960. 

(1) u.s. Census Report, 1960. 
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I ..... 
\0 

YEAR 

I 1950 
1960 

1950 
1960 

UNITED(!) 
STATES 

9.0 
10.3 

9.6 
10.7 

SOUTH l 
CAROLINA ( ) 

7.3 
8.4 

7.9 
9.1 

(1) U. S. Census of Population 

Table 9 

MEDIAN SCHOOL YEARS COMPLETED 

Male and Female 

Selected Areas 

1950 - 1960 

SELECTED COUNTIES{2) 
Fairfield 

6.7 
6.7 

7.0 
7.9 

Kershaw Newberry 

Male 
(25 years and over) 

6.6 7.4 
7.7 8.0 

Female 
(25 years and over) 

7.3 8.3 
8.7 9.2 

(2) 20th Century Changes in South Carolina Population. 

Richland 

9.3 
10.7 

9.9 
11.1 

Chester 

6.5 
7.5 

7.4 
8.0 



Fairfield County has lost a major portion of the younger, more 

educated segment of its population, particularly males, a fact 

which has directly influenced the overall educational advance

ment of the county. out-migration has adversely affected the 

overall educational level of the county which is indicated by 

Table 9. This table shows that each of the surrounding counties 

su~passed Fairfield county in educational advancement during the 

1950 to 1960 decade, again a fact which can be partially contri

buted to the out-migration of the young males. The rate of 

educational advancement of the females 25 years old and over, 

reflected by Table 9, remained about constant with the national 

average between 1950 and 1960, but slightly below the surround

ing counties. Consequently, the total educational attainment 

for Fairfield County (male and female) fell well below the 

gains made by the surrounding counties. 

The white population for Fairfield County, concurrent 

with national and state figures, has generally completed more 

school years past the e~hth grade than the nonwhite population. 

This is indicated by Table 10 which shows the number of school 

years completed by the adult population white and nonwhite in 

Fairfield County as of 1960. This table shows 56.6 per cent 
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Table 10 

SCHOOL YEARS COMPLETED 

Fairfield County 

1960 

WHITE PER CENT NONWHITE PER CENT TOTAL 

Persons 25 years and over 4,623 100.0 4,991 100.0 9,614 

No ochool years completed 162 3.5 556 11.1 718 

Elementary 
I 1 to 4 years 492 10.6 1,750 35.1 2,242 

!'-.) 

..... 5 and 6 years 545 11.8 1,004 20.1 1,549 
I 

7 years 391 8.5 465 9.3 856 
8 years 415 9.0 455 9.1 870 

High School 
1 to 3 years 727 15.7 393 7.9 1,120 
4 years 936 20.2 215 4.3 1,151 

College 
1 to 3 years 457 9.9 74 1.5 531 

4 years or more 498 10.8 79 1.6 577 

SOURCE: U.S. Census of Population, 1960. 
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of the white population completing 1 or more years of high 

school in contrast with only 15.3 per cent of the nonwhite. 

The change in total school enrollment for Fairfield 

County reflected by Table 11 indicates that the school age popula

tion is remaining in school for longer periods of time, which 

is reflected particularly by the increase in enrollment of the 

nonwhite population in Grades 7 through 12. The total school 

enrollment has remained about constant from the mid-1940's to 

mid-1960's, however, the racial composition bas undergone a 

tremendous shift. It is felt that the trend of the now pre

dominately nonwhite school enrollment age group will continue and 

will increase proportionately to the projected population of 

Winnsboro. 

The portion of Fairfield County • s fJChool .. enrQllmmt ·wi.:th!n 'the 

Winnsboro area comprises approximately 55 per cent of the county 

school figures and includes the elementary schools of Mt. Zion, 

Everett, and Gordon, and the secondary schools of Fairfield High 

and Winnsboro High School. Approximately 54 per cent of this en

rollment are currently in Grades 1 through 6, while 46 per cent are 

within Grades 7 through 12. Apparently from current school figures, 

Winnsboro is undergoing a slight school enrollment increase, mainly 

nonwhite,as reflected by the annual increase in Gordon Elementary 

School. -22-
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Table 11 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

Fairfield County 

GRADES GRADES TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL 
XMB 1-6 WHITE NONWHITE 7-12 WHITE NONWHITE WHITE NONWHITE ENROLLMENT 

1940 1,719 4,174 853 461 2,572 4,635 7,207 

1950 1,281 2, 792 842 748 2,123 3,540 5,663 

1960 1,182 2,363 914 1,351 2,096 3,714 5,810 

~ 1964 1,012 2,346 908 1,653 1,920 3,999 5,919 
w 
I 

1965 979 2,318 917 1,656 1,896 3,974 5,870 

1966 990 2,274 873 1,670 1,863 3,944 5,807 

1967 876 2,224 805 1,698 1,681 3,922 5,603 

SOURCE: u. S. South carolina Department of Education. 



The general attendance record for the school age popula-

- tion in Fairfield County has been very favorable. The enactment 

of the compulsory school attendance law in 1966, which is en-

forced at the discretion of each school district, had only 

negligible effects on the already good school attendance record 

in Fairfield, which for the quarter ending October,l968,had a 

delinquency record of only 4.2 per cent. The average daily 

school attendance for Fairfield County from 1963 to 1967 is 

reflected on Table 12. 

Means for retaining and continuing the education of 

the younger segments of the population are discussed in 

depth in Chapter 3, Summaries and Recommendations. 

Income 

A comparison of the incomes of families and unrelated 

individuals for 1949 and 1959 is shown on Table 13 for the state, 

Fairfield County,and the City of Winnsboro and Winnsboro Mill~. 

This table, compiled from U.S. Census data, shows that annual 

incomes for both the County of Fairfield and the City of Winnsboro 

increased remarkably from 1949 to 1959. In 1949, 82.2 per cent 

of the families in Fairfield County subsisted on incomes of less 

-24-
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Table 12 

AVERAGE DAILY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

Fairfield County 

1963 - 1967 

SCHOOL YEAR 
GRADE 1963-1964 1964-1965 1965-1966 1966-1967 

1 567 523 483 486 
2 516 557 531 446 

I 3 463 477 525 518 
(\) 4 509 466 474 515 
U1 
I 5 481 505 437 447 

6 483 460 480 430 
7 496 478 447 441 
8 454 499 496 489 
9 422 404 419 411 

10 367 374 365 371 
11 319 316 344 327 

12 267 275 289 296 

TOTAL 5,344 5,334 5,290 5,177 

SOURCE: South Carolina Department of Education. 
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Table 13 

INCOME OF FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS 

Selected Areas 

INCOME 1949 PER CENT 1959 PER CENT 

South Carolina 

Number Reporting 552,555 100.0 681,393 100.0 

Under $1,000 195,295 35.3 148,797 21.8 
$1,000-1,999 120,660 21.8 95,758 14.1 
$2,000-2,999 91,770 16.6 86,191 12.6 

I $3,000-3,999 61,490 11.1 791717 11.7 
N 
0\ $4,000-5,999 56,925 10.3 122,107 17 0 9 
I 

$6,000-6,999 10,075 1.8 44,885 6.6 
$7,000-9,999 9,860 1.8 67,636 10.0 
$10,000 and over 6,480 1.2 36,302 5.3 

Income Not Reported 25,520 

TOTAL 578,075 681,393 

Median Income-Families 
and unrelated 
individuals $ 1,647 $ 3,125 
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Table 13 (Cont•d) 

INCOME ~ P~B CE:NT 1959 PER CENT 

Fairfield County 

Number Reporting 5,195 100.0 4,402 100.0 

Under $1,000 2,025 39.0 904 20.5 
$1,000-1,999 1,330 25.6 799 18.2 
$2,000-2,999 915 17.6 682 15.5 
$3,000-3,999 470 9.0 458 10.4 
$4,000-5,999 365 7.0 757 17.2 
$6,000-6,999 30 0.6 329 7.5 

I 
$7,000-9,999 50 1.0 340 7.7 N 

-..J 
$10,000 and over 10 0.2 133 3.0 I 

Income not Reported 345 

TOTAL 5,540 4,402 

l•1edian Income-Families 
and Unrelated 
Individuals $1,387 $2,401 
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Table 13 (Cont'd) 

INCOME 1212. PER CENT ll22. PER CENT 

City of Winnsboro 

Number Reporting 880 100.0 790 100.0 

Under $1,000 300 34.1 87 11.0 

$1,000-1,999 190 21.6 109 13.8 

$2,000-2,999 140 15.9 130 16.5 

$3,000-3,999 115 13.0 95 12.0 

$4,000-5,999 95 10.8 135 17.1 

$6,000-6,999 15 1.7 89 11.3 

I $7,000-9,999 20 2.3 103 13.0 

"' $10,000 and over 5 0.6 42 00 5.3 
I 

Income not Reported 55 

TOTAL 935 790 

Hedian Income-Families 
and Unrelated 
Individuals $1,615 $2,959 

SOURCE: U.S. Census of Population. 



than $3,000, compared with 54.2 per cent subsisting on this same 

amount or less in 1959. For the City of Winnsboro, 71.6 per 

cent of the families earned less than $3,000 in 1949~ compared 

with 41.3 per cent earning a like amount in 1959. The city had 

less than 1 per cent earning incomes in excess of $10,000 in 

1949 compared with over 5 per cent in this income group by 1959. 

The income levels for the City of Winnsboro closely paralleled 

the state's for 1949, while showing a considerably higher level 

of income than the County of Fairfield. During the decade 

from 1949 to 1959 the per cent of the population earning less 

than $3,000 in Winnsboro was less than that of Fairfield County, 

as well as the state. By 1959 the per cent of families earning 

less than $3,000 in Winnsboro had declined to 41.3 per cent, 

while the state income level for this same amount had dropped 

from 73.4 per cent in 1949 to 48.5 per cent in 1959. The shift 

in distribution of incomes for Winnsboro seems to indicate a 

progressive economy and a substantially higher earning power 

per household from 1949 through 1959. 

The nonwhite level of income in Fairfield County, as 

might be expected, was substantially lower than the white income 

level. Table 14 indicates that 98.5 per cent of nonwhite families 

and unrelated individuals had incomes of less than $3,000 in 1949, 
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Table 14 

NO~ffiiTE INCOME - FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS 

Fairfield County 

INCOME 1949 PER CENT 1959 PER CENT 

Number Reporting 2,660 100.0 2,221 100.0 

Under $1,000 1,520 57.1 734 33.0 
$1,000-1,999 925 34.8 586 26.4 
$2,000-2,999 175 6.6 442 19.9 
$3,000-3,999 40 1.5 206 9.3 
$4,000-5,999 - - 149 6.7 

I $6,000-6,999 - - 39 1.7 
w 

$7,000-9,999 57 2.C 0 - -
I $10,000 and over - - 8 0.4 

Income not Reported 175 

TOTAL 2,835 2,221 

!1edian Income-Families 
and Unrelated 
Individuals $ 850 $1,410 

SOURCE: U.S. Census of Population. 



with 57.1 per cent earning less than $1,000. By 1959 the non

white families with incomes less than $3,000 had decreased to 

79.3 per cent, and the median income had risen from $850 in 1949 

to $1,410 in 1959. During this same period, the median income 

for families and unrelated individuals, white and nonwhite, 

in the City of l'linnsboro had risen from $1,615 to $2,959. This 

median income exceeded the median income level of Fairfield 

County but fell below the median income level of the state. 

Apparently during the 1950 to 1960 decade: the majority of all 

income groups made considerable monetary advancement. 
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Current Population Estimates 

Current population estimates, as well as future popula

tion projections, are vital to any planning program. Efforts 

were made to formulate a current population estimate in order 

to determine the population trends for Fairfield county and 

the City of Winnsboro since the 1960 census. 

Fairfield county - current population estimates for 

Fairfield County were derived basically by two methods: (1) as 

a per cent of motor vehicle registration, and (2) as a popula

tion change by natural increase. Automotive registration for 

Fairfield and the surrounding adjacent counties is summarized 

on Table 15. The table indicates that automotive registration 

in Fairfield County did not increase as rapidly as motor vehicle 

registration in the state during the past decade. Between 1950 

and 1960, passenger car registration in Fairfield County in

creased only more rapidly than Newberry County of the surround

ing counties. The ratio of persons per automobile for Fairfield 

County as reflected by Table 16 is decreasing at a slower rate 

than the passenger automobile ratio in the state. By allocating 

what is considered to be a reasonable ratio of persons per auto

mobile for 1965, 1966, and 1967, a 1967 population estimate of 

-32-
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Table 15 

AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATION 

Selected Areas 

1950 - 1967 

PER CENT PER CENT PER CENT 
INCREASE INCREASE INCREASE 

AREA 1950 lli.Q. 1950-1960 1965 1960-1965 1966 1967 1965-1967 -
South Carolina(OOO) 450 724 61.0 859 18.6 907 929 8.1 

I FAIRFIELD COUNTY 3,533 4,657 31.8 5,354 15.0 5,715 5,679 6.1 
w 
w 
I Kershaw County 6,365 10,029 57.6 11,813 17.8 12,552 12,924 9.4 

Newberry county 7,802 9,740 24.8 10,764 10.5 11,221 11,219 4.2 

Richland County 35,477 58,842 65.9 73,317 24.6 78,295 80,796 10.2 

Chester ;:::ounty 6,377 8,444 32.4 9,521 12.8 9,950 10,037 4.5 

SOURCE: south carolina state Highway Department. 



I 
w 
.c::-
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Automobiles 
Population 

Persons per 
Automobile 

Automobiles 
Population 

Persons per 
Automobile 

Table 16 

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND POPULATION ESTIMATES 

lliQ 

449, 524 
2,117,027 

4.7 

!2..2.Q. 

J,533 
21,780 

6.1 

By Selected Areas 

lliQ 

723,627 
2,382,594 

3.3 

lliQ 

4,~57 

20,713 

4.2 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
1965 

858,630 
2,543,000 

3.0 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY 

.!.2.2.2. 

5,354 
20,345 

3.8 

1966 

907,033 
2,721,000 

3.0 

.ill.§. 

5,715 
20,574 

3.6 

12§.1 

929,453 
2,788,359 

3.0 

ll§l 

5,679 
19,876 

3.5 

SOURCE: Motor Vehicle Registration: South Carolina State Department of Highways. 
Population: 1950, 1960 u. s. Bureau of the Census. 



19,876 persons was arrived at as a current population for the 

County of Fairfield. These estimates of current population, 

as shown on Table 16, are generally in line with the population 

forecast by the natural increase and migration method. This 

forecast by automobile registration may prove too conservative 

if the trend of automobile registrations continually increases, 

reflecting a continued and accelerated growth in economic and 

social conditions. 

Current population estimates for Fairfield county by 

the natural increase method are analyzed on Table 17. If no 

out-migration had occurred between 1960 and 1966, Fairfield 

County would have experienced a net gain of 2,122 {births minus 

deaths), however, if out-migration had occurred at the same 

level as recorded by the 1960 census, 535 persons per year, 

then the natural increase would have amounted to a loss of 

1,088 persons. It is felt that this out-migration pattern has 

not been stopped in Fairfield county and that the county loss 

in population during the 1960 through 1966 period lowered the 

total population to 19,625. This estimate closely parallels 

the current population estimate derived by automotive registra

tion. 
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Table 17 

POPULATION ESTIMATE 

Fairfield County, 1966 

't<'JliiTE NONWHITE SUBTOTAL TOTAL 

1960 Population 8, 394 12, 319 20,713 

Natural Increase (1960 to 1966) -1,088 

Actual Births 891 2,601 3,492 

Actual Deaths 535 835 -1,370 

Net Change (Births - Deaths) +2, 122 

Estimated Out-Migration(!) 970 2,240 -3,210 

Estimated 1966 Population ( 2) 7,780 11,845 19,625 

Estimated 1966 Population ( 3) N/A N/A 21,000 

(1) Estimate of 535 persons per year (based on the 1950 to 1960 
out-migration ratio, U.s. Bureau of Census). 

(2) Wilbur Smith and Associates. 
(3) Population Estimate, u. s. Bureau of Census, Series P-25 

Uo. 414, September 27, 1968. 

N/A - Not Available. 

-36-



Winnsboro - There are several sources of information 

which may help determine an appropriate population of an urban 

area. For Winnsboro the current population was derived by 

multiplying the existing number of occupied dwelling units by 

the average number of persons per household. The number of 

residential structures recorded by the 1967 land-use survey 

was 1,980. Applying a vacancy ratio of 8.2 per cent, the 

total number of occupied dwelling units in 1967 was approximately 

1,818. This number of residents multiplied by the density ratio 

per household of 3.72 produced a current population estimate 

of 6,760 persons in the Winnsboro study area. The general dis

tribution of this population is shown by planning districts in 

Figure 1. 

Another index of the current growth of an area can be 

established by the trend in public service connections. Winnsboro 

increased its public services in electric, water, and natural 

gas during 1960 and 1967. Electric services were up 7.8 per cent 

during this period, water 7.2 per cent, and natural gas 41.5 per 

cent, as noted on Table 18. The significant point is the trend 

of increasing population growth in the Winnsboro area. 
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1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

N/A 

Rate 

Table 18 

SELECTED PUBLIC SERVICE CUSTOMERS, WINNSBORO 

( 1960 - 1966) 

ELECTRIC WATER NATURAL GAS 

1,945 N/A N/A 

2,024 1,543 N/A 

1,973 1, 530 N/A 

2,052 1,490 430 

2,070 1, 526 487 

2,100 1,654 542 

2,096 1,656 609 

Not Available 

of Change 

( 1960-1966) (1961-1966) ( 1963-1966) 

7.8 Per Cent 7.2 Per Cent 41.5 Per Cent 
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Apparently then, with the population of the county 

decreqsing and the population of Winnsboro increasing, the 

per capita and family income is gradually rising. 

Population Projections 

One of the most essential planning parameters for an 

area is the future population projection or population forecasts. 

Such projections must be based on reasonable and accurate infor• 

mation and realistically allocated to areas most likely to under

go change within the designated planning period. The City of 

Winnsboro should know the extent of population change in order 

to make sound private and public decisions concerning the develop

ment of future public facilities, such as schools, thoroughfares, 

sewer and water services, and other essential public rights-of

way and improvements. 

The future population for the Winnsboro study area was 

projected by three basic methods. 

Method I - Projections based on similar growth rates 

of the parent area (county and state). 

Method II - Projections based on past growth rates of 

the city. 

Method III - Projections based on natural increase (the 

excess of births over deaths) and migration. 
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Method I - The population forecast for the City of 

Winnsboro based upon similar past 50-year growth rates for the 

State of South carolina would indicate that Winnsboro "t-'lould 

grow at a rate of about 10.1 per cent per decade. This rate, 

it is felt, is fairly indicative of the gradual increase ex

pected throughout the state. The state's growth rate for the 

past 20 ::ears has increased slighly above the 10.1 per cent 

to approximately 12.0 per cent per decade, see Table 3, and 

consequently, Winnsboro's growth may closely correspond to this 

rate of growth. 

The population projection for Winnsboro based upon the 

county's past growth would produce a negative projection due 

to the r.ounty•s steady population loss. A forecast based on 

the past 20 years of growth for Fairfield County would indicate 

a population decrease per decade not exceeding 7.5 per cent. 

This projection was not considered reasonable nor expected in 

the light of Winnsboro's gradual and continuous population growth, 

and, consequently was rejected.as an.unsound projection. 

Method II - The population forecast based on past growth 

rates of Winnsboro is indicated on Table 19. Four forecasts 

were projected according to past growth rates of 10, 20, and 
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Table 19 

POPULATION PROJECTIONS 

City of Winnsboro and ~Unnsboro Mills 

(Method II) 

PROJECTION BASED ON PAST RATE OF CHANGE 
l2§Q 12.§.2. ill.Q. 1975 12lill 1.2.§.2. .lliQ 

Rate of Change Same as that of 1950-1960 (+6.5 per cent) 
City of vJinnsboro 3,479 3, 592 3, 705 3,818 3,931 4,044 4,157 
Study Area 5,890 6,081 6,2'Z3 6,464 6,656 6,847 7,039 

Rate of Change Same as that of 1940-1960 (+4.6 per cent) 
1 City of Winnsboro 3,479 3,559 3,639 3,719 3,799 3,879 3, 959 1-' 
I Study Area 5,890 6,025 6,161 6,296 6,432 6,567 6,703 

Rate of Change Same as that of 1930-1960 (+13.4 per cent) 

City of Winnsboro 3,479 3,712 3,945 4,178 4,411 4,644 4,877 
Study Area 5,890 6,284 6,679 7,073 7,468 7,862 8, 257 

Rate of Change Same as 1S60-1967 estimate (+21.0 per cent) 

City of Winnsboro 3,479 3,844 4,210 4,575 4,941 5,306 5,672 
Study Area 5,890 6, 508 7,127 7,745 8,364 8,982 9,601 



30-year intervals from 1930 to 1960, and the growth rate from 

1960 to the 1967 population estimate. These projections should 

be considered as approximations and not regarded as absolute. 

However, the range of the rate of population increase (4.6 per 

cent to 21.0 per cent per decade) should not be considered as 

unreasonable or excessive. 

The range of this rate of change may, in fact, be con

servative if Winnsboro expands and diversifies its economic base 

as it has attempted to do over the last decade. The range of actual 

population increase of this forecast, 6,703 to 9,601 persons by 

1990, is felt to be reasonable. The rate of increase of 13.4 per 

cent per decade experienced between 1S30 to 1960 is believed the 

most realistic rate of change of the four projections. Consequent

ly, this forecast is used as a base for future population projec

tions, and is felt to be the soundest of the projections due to the 

limited amount of present employment opportunities. 

Method III - The third method for projecting an area's 

population is based on past trends of natural increase and migra-

tion for the area. The natural increase (births minus deaths) fig

ures were attainable only on a county basis and are referred to in 

the earlier part of this report on Tables 6 and 7, and again on 

Table 17. An area could be declining in total population and still 

have some "natural increase" as long as births exceed deaths. 
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The out-migration trends for the area, particularly among 

the younger population age groups, predominately nonwhite, will 

continue in Winnsboro, but at a decreasing rate. Factors which 

could cause some stabilizing effect on this out-migration, thereby 

affecting the rate of population increase are the expansion 

and recruitment of new industries throughout Winnsboro and the 

expanding economy and population increase of the City of Columbia 

which may indirectly affect Winnsboro by bringing a small segment 

of the population into Winnsboro as residents. The effect of 

birth control measures on future birth rates and the effect of 

medicare and other social programs "VThich may cause a significant 

change in longevity may also have a considerable effect on the 

natural increase in population in the area. 

The birth rate for Winnsboro has been decreasing over the 

past 17 years, while death rates have remained fairly constant. 

The decline in the birth rate can be attributed to a number of 

factors: (a) birth rates of the early 1950's were relatively high, 

(b) family planning today is more widely accepted, and (c) higher 

educational opportunities have retained many youths from marrying 

at an early age. 

The future birth rate for the population of Winnsboro 

is a highly speculative matter. Fertility projections are dependent 

upon a number of highly changeable factors. It is assumed that 

-43-



the natural increase in population for Winnsboro will be approxi

mately the same as the natural increase in Fairfield County. 

The natural increase per decade in Fairfield County between 1950 

and 1960 was 20.7 persons per thousand of the population. This 

increase was distributed to 24.0 persons per thousand for the 

nonwhite population and 13.5 persons per thousand for the white 

population and is found by dividing the actual 1960 population by 

the natural increase in population during the 1950 to 1960 decade. 

This rate of increase cannot be held as exact, particularly since 

the migration pattern drastically affects it. It can be used, 

however, to compare the composition of the projected Winnsboro 

population through the planning period. 
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Chapter 2 

ECONOMIC FACTORS 

The economy of any area,regardless of size,is direct~y 

affected by population trends which in turn are affected by the 

economic activity in an area. The economies of Fairfield County 

and the City of Winnsboro are closely related. As apparent from 

Chapter 1 of this report, the dominant factor for future population 

growth and, consequently, an important aspect of the economic 

development of Winnsboro, is the slow and eventual leveling off 

of the out-migration. This out-migration, which constitutes a 

large per cent of almost every age group within the county and 

the City of Winnsboro, has a significant effect upon the economy 

of the area. 

General Considerations 

Counties with a predominately rural population, such 

as Fairfield County, will normally lose some population to the 

large urban areas, but the high number of persons out-migrating 

from Fairfield County can be basically related to the lack of 

economic opportunity in the area. Winnsboro should make every 

effort possible to retain some of the rural population seeking 

better economic opportunities. The out-migration trend can 

only be reversed through a unified effort to expand the 
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county's economic base, particularly within Winnsboro, thereby 

increasing employment opportunities and per capita incomes. The 

future of Winnsboro and small communities like it depends largely 

upon their ability to attract new employers to provide jobs for 

the expanding labor force. 

Several major economic indices have shown substantial 

increases during the past few years which can be attributed, to 

a great degree, to the new industries in Winnsboro. 

Existing Labor Force and Employment Characteristics 

Employment opportunities are expanding throughout the 

state and the County of Fairfield. If this trend continues, the 

age distribution of the labor force may change, and greater 

numbers will be observed in the younger age groups. It should not 

be inferred that the employment of persons 45 years of age and 

over is not desirable. On the contrary, these are the years when 

employed residents generally make their greatest contribution to 

the welfare of a community. Consequently, every effort should be 

made to provide jobs and retain this important age group of 

citizens while concurrently providing job opportunities for the 

younger aged labor force. 
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Composition of Labor Force - The composition of the labor 

force by decade from 1940 to 1960 for Fairfield County is shown 

on Tables 20 and 21. This composition of the labor force for 

Fairfield County, compiled by the Bureau of Business and Economic 

Research, Bureau of Urban and Regional Affairs, University of 

South Carolina, indicates the approximate labor force composition 

as of 1968. Table 21 notes the percentage breakdown of male

female, white-nonwhite, within the labor force from 1940 to 1960, 

in addition to the 1968 estimates. The significant trend is the 

dominant role, indicated by the substantial increase, of the white 

female worker in the labor force, which has increased by approxi

mately 96 per cent since 1940, a fact due mainly to the textile 

manufacturing plants around Winnsboro. 

Age and Sex - A comparison of the male and female labor 

force of South carolina and Fairfield County is shown on Table 22. 

The sex composition for Fairfield county is further broken down 

by age groups on Table 23. The total county labor force of about 

6,900 in 1960 had a substantial percentage in the groups above 

35 years of age. This high percentage of the employed labor 

force in the older age categories is not consistent with the 

general labor force breakdown of areas experiencing steady and 
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Table 20 

POPULATION AND LABOR FORCE COMPOSITION 

Total Population 
Male 

White 
Nonwhite 

Female 
White 
Nonwhite 

Labor Force 
r-1ale 

White 
Nonwhite 

Female 
White 
Nonwhite 

Unemployed 
Male 

White 
Nonwhite 

Female 
White 
Nonwhite 

Employed 
Male 

White 
Nonwhite 

Female 
White 
Nonwhite 

S-C>URCE: Bureau 

Fairfield County 
(1940 - 1960) 

And Estimates for 1968 

1940 1950 1960 

24,187 21,780 20,713 
12,006 10,809 10,160 
4,606 4,375 4,065 
7,400 6,434 6,095 

12,181 10,971 10,553 
4,608 4,484 4,329 
7,573 6,487 6,224 

9,462 7,567 6,905 
6,492 5,473 4,520 
2,627 2,408 2,170 
3,865 3,065 2,350 
2,970 2,094 2,385 
1,001 1,086 1,341 
1,969 1,008 1,044 

751 205 289 
526 136 159 
239 79 52 
287 57 107 
225 69 130 
144 34 61 

81 35 69 

8,711 7,362 6,616 
5,966 5,337 4,361 
2,388 2,329 2,118 
3,578 3,008 2,243 
2,745 2,025 2,255 

857 972 1,280 
1,888 1,053 975 

1968 % Change 
{Est.) 1940-1968 

20,600 -14.8 
10,106 -15.8 
4,042 -12.2 
6,054 -18.2 

10,494 -13.8 
4,305 - 6.6 
6,189 -18.3 

6,865 -27.4 
4,494 -30.8 
2,157 -17.9 
2,337 -39.5 
2,371 -20.2 
1,334 33.3 
1,037 -47.4 

286 -61.9 
157 -70.2 

51 -78.7 
106 -63.1 
129 -42.7 

61 -57.6 
68 -16.0 

6,579 -24.5 
4,337 -27.3 
2,106 -11.8 
2,231 -37.6 
2,242 -18.3 
1,273 48.5 

969 -48.7 

of Business and Economic Research/Bureau of Urban 
& Regional Affair~ University of South Carolina,June 1968 
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Table 21 

PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION OF POPULATION 
AND LABOR FORCE 

Total Population 
Male 

White 
Nonwhite 

Female 
'tfuite 
Nonwhite 

Labor Force 
Male 

White 
Nonwhite 

Female 
White 
Nonwhite 

Unemployed 
Male 

White 
Nonwhite 

Female 
vlhite 
Nonwhite 

Employed 
Male 

White 
Nonwhite 

Female 
White 
Nonwhite 

Fairfield County 
(1940 - 1960) 

And Estimates For 1968 

1940 1950 1960 And 
1968 (Est.) 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
49.6 49.6 49.1 
19.0 20.1 19.6 
30.6 29.5 29.4 
50.4 50.4 50.9 
19.1 20.6 20.9 
31.3 29.8 30.0 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
68.6 72.3 65.4 
27.8 31.8 31.4 
40.8 40.5 34.0 
31.4 27.7 34.5 
10.6 14.4 19.4 
20.8 13.3 15.1 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
70.0 66.3 55.0 
31.8 38.5 18.0 
38.2 27.8 37.0 
30.0 33.7 45.0 
19.2 16.6 21.1 
10.8 17.1 23.9 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
68.4 72.5 65.9 
27.4 31.6 32.0 
41.1 40.9 33.9 
31.5 27.5 34.1 
9.8 13.2 19.3 

21.7 14.3 14.8 

% Change 
1940-1968 

1.0 
3.2 
3.9 
1.0 
9.4 
4.2 

4.7 
12.9 

- 16.7 
9.9 

83.0 
- 27.4 

- 21.4 
- 43.4 

3.1 
50.0 
9.9 

121.3 

3.7 
16.8 

- 17.5 
8.3 

96.9 
- 31.8 

SOURCE: Bureau of Business and Economic Research/ Bureau of 
Urban & Regional Affairs, University of South Carolina, 
June·,,. 1968. 
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Table 22 

COMPOSITION OF LABOR FORCE 

South carolina and Fairfield County 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Male 

Female 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY 

Male 

Female 

1960 

WHITE 
(per cent) 

67.1 

32.9 

61.9 

38.1 

NONWHITE 
(per cent) 

60.9 

39.1 

69.2 

30.8 

SOURCE: U.S. Census of Population, 1960. 
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TOTAL 
(per cent) 

65.3 

34.7 

65.4 

34.6 



-

Male (14 years 

Labor Force 

14-17 years 

18-24 years 

25-34 years 

35-44 years 

45-64 years 

65 years and 

Table 23 

AGES OF PERSONS IN LABOR FORCE 

Fairfield County 
1960 

and over) 

over 

NUMBER 

6,327 

4,520 

266 

610 

977 

1,035 

1,470 

162 

Female (14 years and over) 6,829 

Labor Force 2,385 

14-17 years 111 

18-24 years 356 

25-34 years 477 

35-44 years 643 

45-64 years 746 

65 years and over 52 

SOURCE: U. S. Census of Population, 1960. 
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PER CENT 

100.0 

71.4 

5.9 

.13.5 

21.6 

22.9 

32.5 

3.6 

100.0 

34.9 

4.6 

14.9 

20.0 

27.0 

31.3 

2.2 



rapid economic progress. Generally speaking, communities having 

a higher percentage of the younger age groups in its labor force 

have an advantage of attracting and securing new industries, 

manufacturing concerns, and major commercial enterprises. This is 

attributable to the fact that employers usually are interested in 

and seek a labor force which can be trained for new skills and, 

once trained, remain on the job for a relatively long period of 

time. Winnsboro should be most interested in keeping its younger 

citizens within the local labor force rather than having them move 

to outside areas. 

Manufacturing and Non-Manufacturing Employment - The 

growth of an area is basically related to the stability of its 

industrial base. Fairfield County since 1940 has developed at a 

moderate pace in many industries while declining in others. Em

ployment losses have been recorded in agriculture, mining, utilities, 

and some personal services. The losses in agriculture appear 

to be significant with a constant decline since 1940. This em

ployment decline inagricul~ure, however, is reflected also through

out the South, the nation, and the State of South carolina. With the 

exception of ma~or declines in agriculture and the sli0ht decline 
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in mining, all other industrial groups show a net gain from 1940 

to 1960, a sign which is indicative of a healty economic base. 

The amount of change in employment by industrial groups is indicated 

on Table 24 with additional composition of labor force by industrial 

groups listed on Table 25. The substantial gains· from 1950 to 

1960 in the field of construction, manufacturing, wholesale and 

retail trade, finance insurance, real estate, business and pro

fessional services, and public administration is indicative of an 

expanding and improving economic base. 

Manufacturing employment growth in Fairfield County since 

1960 has developed at a moderate, yet gradual pace. Table 26 

indicates that manufacturing employment for Fairfield County in

creased at 25.2 per cent during the 1960 to 1966 period, which was 

slightly below the state's gain of 28.6 per cent during the same 

period. However, the employment for no.nmanufacturing in Fair

field County increased 47.0 per cent si.ace 1960, an increase well 

above the state gain of 30.1 per cent for the same period. This 

increase again reflects the economic health of the county from 

which the major portion of growth can be directly contributed to 

the growth in Winnsboro. Concurrent with the gains in manufacturing 
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Table 24 

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 

Fairfield County 
(1940 - 1960) 

Total Population 

Po~ulation over 14 

Civilian Labor Force 

Unemployed 

Employed 

Agriculture 
Forestry-Fisheries 
Mining 
Construction 
Manufacturing 
Transportation 
Communication 
Utilities 
l'lliolesale Trade 
Retail Trade 
Finance, Ins., Rl. Est. 
Business Service 
Personal Service 
Professional Service 
Public Administration 
Industry, n.e.c. 

1940 

24,187 

15,833 

9,462 

751 

8,711 

4,102 
8 

208 
206 

2,071 
75 

8 
84 
35 

448 
43 
42 

859 
326 
126 

70 

1950 

21,780 

14,149 

7,567 

205 

7,362 

2,093 
8 

95 
304 

2,609 
139 

5 
104 

42 
563 

69 
69 

601 
353 
136 
172 

1960 "1968 % Change 
(Est.) 1940-1968 

20,713 

13,156 

6,905 

289 

6,616 

510 
13 

153 
361 

2,851 
76 
22 
71 
74 

724 
73 
57 

733 
550 
198 
150 

20,600 

13,083 

6,866 

287 

6,580 

450 
13 

152 
359 

2,892 
76 
22 
71 
74 

720 
73 
57 

729 
547 
197 
149 

- 14.8 

- 17.4 

- 27.4 

- 61.8 

- 24.5 

- 89.0 
62.5 

- 27.0 
74.3 
39.6 
1.3 

175.0 
- 15.5 
111.4 
60.7 
69.8 
34.7 

- 15.1 
67.8 
56.3 

112.9 

SOURCE: Bureau of Business and Economic Research/Bureau of Urban 
& Regional Affairs, University of South Carolina, June 1968. 
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Table 25 

PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION OF POPULATION 
AND LABOR FORCE, BY INDUSTRY, FOR FAIRFIELD COUNTY 

(1940 - 1960) 

1940 1950 1960 & 1968* 
Pc::! r Cent Per Cent Per Cent 

Per Cent Change 
1940 - 1968 

Total Population 

Percentage Over 14 

Percentage in Civilian 
Population 

Civilian Labor Force 

Unemployed 

Employed 

Agriculture 
Forestry - Fisheries 
Mining 
Construction 
Manufacturing 
Transportation 
Communication 
Utilities 
Wholesale Trade 
Retail Trade 
Finance, Ins., Rl. Est. 
Business Service 
Personal Service 
Professional Service 
Public Administration 
Industry, n.e.c. 

100.0 100.0 

65.5 65.0 

39.1 34.7 

100.0 100.0 

7.9 

92.1 

47.1 
.1 

2.4 
2.4 

23.8 
.9 
.1 

1.0 
.4 

5.1 
.5 
.5 

9.9 
3.7 
1.4 

.8 

2.7 

97.3 

28.4 
.1 

1.3 
4.1 

35.4 
1.9 

.1 
1.4 

.6 
7.6 

.9 

.9 
8.2 
4.8 
1.8 
2.3 

100.0 

63.5 

33.3 

100.0 

4.2 

95.8 

7.7 (6.8) 
.2 

2.3 
5.5 

43.1 (44.0) 
1.1 

.3 
1.1 
1.1 

10.9 
1.1 

.9 
11.1 
8.3 
3.0 
2.3 

3.1 

14.8 

- 46.8 

4.0 

- 85.4 
100.0 

4.2 
129.2 

84.9 
22.2 

200.0 
10.0 

175.0 
113.7 
120.0 
80.0 
12.1 

124.3 
114.3 
187.5 

* Figures for 1968 are in parentheses when different from 1960 figures. 

SOURCE: Bureau of Business and Economic Research/Bureau of Urban and 
Regional Affairs, University of South carolina, June, 1968. 
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Table 26 

AVERAGE MONTHLY EMPLOYMENT A~TD TOTAL ANNUAL PAYROLL 

TOTAL EMPLOYMENT 1960 -
All Industries 2,751 

Total Annual payroll (thousands) $7,965 

Manufacturing Employment 2,138 

Per Cent of Total Employed 77.7 

Total Annual payroll (thousands) $6,318 

Nonmanufacturing Employment 613 

Per Cent of Total Employment 22.3 

Total Annual Payroll (thousands) $1,647 

Per Cent Increase in Employment - 1960-1966 

All Industries 
Manufacturing 
Nonmanufacturing 

1961 

2,696 

$7,957 

2,067 

76.7 

$6,183 

629 

23.3 

$1.774 

Insured Employment 

Fairfield County 

1962 1963 

2,792 2,746 

$8,798 $8,858 

2,114 1,992 

75.7 72.5 

$6,725 $6,456 

678 754 

24.3 27.5 

$2,073 $1,853 

Fairfield 

30.1 
25.2 
47.0 

SOURCE: South carolina Employment Security Commission. 

1964 

3,007 

$10,853 

2,130 

70.8 

$ 7,909 

877 

29.2 

$ 2,944 

1965 1966 

3,352 3,578 

$13,253 $15,268 

2,478 2,677 

74.0 74.8 

$10,172 $12,049 

874 901 

26.0 25.2 

$' 3, 081 $ 3,219 

South carolina 

29.3 
28.6 
30.1 

!ill.. 

3,266 

$14,358 

2,460 

75.4 

$11,269 

806 

24.8 

$ 3,084 



and nonmanufacturing employment, total annual payrolls for all 

industries nearly doubled from 1960 to 1967, which represents a 

combined increase of $6,393,000 over the 1960 payrolls. 

Of the several manufacturing firms in Fairfield County, 

Uniroyal must be considered to influence the economy of the 

county and the City of Winnsboro most significantly. Approxi

mately 20 per cent of the employed labor force of the county 

and about 50 per cent of the Winns~oro employed labor force can be 

directly attributed to the Uniroyal Plant. Winnsboro's non

agricultural industries for the most part are considered to be 

industries which are sensitive to national economic conditions. 

Manufacturing products such as textile related products, wood 

and lumber products, quarry products, and others are subject to 

economic conditions prevailing at the national level. Employment 

in these industries fluctuates from time to time, since such 

products are shipped out of the region and are subject to the 

demands of the national market. A listing of the major employees 

in Winnsboro is tabulated on Table 27. The majority of these 

industries are stable and desirable, however, some of the in

dustries belong to industrial groups which are sensitive to 

national economic conditions and employ a large percentage of 
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Table 27 

MAJOR EMPLOYERS - ~·1INNSBORO 

INDUSTRY 

Superior Stone co. 

Winnsboro Granite Corp. 

Rockton 

Pigeon Granite Co. 

West Virginia Pulp 
and Paper 

Winnsboro 

Catawba Timber Co. 

Champion Papers, Inc. 

Fairfield Mfg. Co. 

Frazier Pulpwood co. 

International Paper co. 

Manhatten Shirt Co$ 

{1967 - 1968) 

LOCATION 

Rion 321 

Rion 

Rockton Rt. 

Rockton Rt. 

TOTAL 
EMPLOYMENT 

65* 

65* 

110* 

0-10 

White Oak . Q.;..lO 

By-Pass-south 50-75 

By-Pass 321 250-499* 

s. Congress 25 

By-Pass-North 88 

By-Pass 75-100 
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PRODUCT 

Crushed granite 
and asphalt mix, 
monuments, mark
ers, copying 

Rough granite 

Monuments, mark
ers, copying 

Pulpwood 

Lumber products 

Pulpwood 

Children's cotton 
dresses 

Pulpwood 

Pulpwood 

Distribution 
center 



Table 27 (Cont'd) 

INDUSTRY LOCATION 

Martin Provision co. Chester Rd. 

Master Ice and Fuel co. s. Congress 

News and Herald co., Inc. E. Washington 

Phillips Granite Co. 

Richland Shale Pro
ducts Co. 

Southern Maid Garment 

s . winnsboro 

Route 3 

Inc. Palmer 

United States Rubber co. 
(UNIROYAL) Maple St. 

Williams and McKeithan 
Lumber Co. 

Winnsboro Builders Supply 

Chester Hwy. 

TOTAL 
EMPLOYMENT 

10-24* 

5* 

0-10* 

10-24* 

100-149* 

150-249* 

1,330 

20* 

Co. Vanderhorst St. 10 

Winnsboro Mfg. co. 

Winnsboro Plywood co., 
Inc. 

Winnsboro Veneer co., 
Inc. 

E. Washington 

s. Congress 

s. Congress 

50-75 

50-75 

50 

PRODUCT 

Processed meat 

Ice 

Newspapers 

Granite monuments 

Common and face 
brick 

Dresses and 
blouses 

Nylon and rayon, 
fire cord, cotton 
and synthetic 
knitting yarsn, 
industrial yarns, 
and fabrics. 
Chafer fabrics, 
synthetic carpet 
yarns. 

Lumber 

Ready mixed con
crete and lumber 

Cotton dresses 

Hardware, plywood 

Single ply veneer 

* South Carolina Industrial Directory 1967-1968, South carolina State 
Development Board. 
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female labor in their operation. vnhile the economy of the county 

will most certainly benefit from this type of industrial expansion, 

the City of Winnsboro should concentrate on securing future indus

tries which employ larger numbers of male workers and which would 

not be materially affected by any national recession or economic 

downfall. In general, the strength of Winnsboro's economy is 

isolated to a few large firms which are affected by trends in 

the national market; consequently, the existing industrial diver

sification in Winnsboro cannot be considered strong enough to 

postulate overall economic stability. It would be in Winnsboro's 

best interest to recruit firms which would add to the present 

industrial base and whose employment composition would be more 

varied, both in type of industry and labor force composition. 

This does not mean to imply that the existing growth has not been 

economically sound. 

Retail, Wholesale, and Selective Services 

In 1960, Fairfield county had a substantial percentage of 

employment in wholesale and retail trade. If better than 10 per 

cent of the employed persons are engaged in wholesale-retail trade, 

the purchasing power of the population is fairly strong. Fairfield 

County had approximately 12 per cent of the employed labor force 
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in this category in 1960 (Table 25), while Winnsboro had approxi

mately 13.4 per cent of its employed labor force in this category 

during the same period (Table 34). Tables 28, 29, and 30 reflect 

the gradual growth of Winnsboro in areas of retail and wholesale 

trade and selected services. These sales are an important indi

cator of the general economic health of the area. 

Between 1954 and 1963, retail sales in Fairfield County 

increased 14.8 per cent, as compared during this period to the 

state increase of almost 50 per cent, as shown in Table 28. Retail 

sales in the City of vlinnsboro bet~:Teen 1954 and 1963 increased 32.6 

per cent, while retail sales in the remainder of the county de

creased 15.3 per cent. In 1963, Winnsboro accounted for almost 

71 per cent of all retail sales in Fairfield County and has had a 

steady increase of about 12.5 per cent between 1958 and 1963. 

Obviously, Winnsboro is the center of most retail sales activity 

in the county, a position it has held for a number of years, and 

will continue to have during the planning period. Retail sales 

in the remainder of the county have steadily declined over the 

past few years, apparently the result of the decreasing rural 

population and the expanding economy within and around the urban 

area of Columbia, 30 miles south of Winnsboro. This trend could 

create an economic vacuum for retail activities in parts of the 
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Table 28 

RETAIL TRADE 

Selected Areas 

PER CENT ANNUAL 
OF CHANGE RATE OF 

AREA 1954 1958 .. 1963 1954-1963 CHANGE 

South Carolina 
Total Sales (millions) $1,519 $1,747 $2,273 49.6 5.0 

Fairfield County 
Total Sales (thousands) 8,637 8,726 9,912 14.8 1.5 

City of Winnsboro 
Total Sales (thousands) 5,279 5,505 6,999 32.6 3.3 

Remainder of County 
Total Sales (thousands) 3,358 3,221 2,913 -15.3 -1.5 

SOURCE: Census of Business, South Carolina, 1954 and 1963, United 
States Census Bureau. 
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Table 29 

WHOLESALE TRADE 

selected Areas 

1954-1963 

PER CENT ANNUAL 
OF CHANGE RATE OF 

AREA 1954 ill.§. .!2&1 1954-1963 CHANGE -
Fairfield County 

Total Sales (thousands) $ 3,071 NA (l) $ 7,389 140.6 14.1 

I City of Winnsboro 
0'1 
w 
I NA (l) NA (l) NA (l) Total Sales (thousands) 

South carolina 

Total Sales (millions) 1,341 1,605 1,993 48.6 4.8 

(1) NA = Not Available 

SOURCE: Census of Business, South carolina, 1954 and 1963, United States Bureau of Census. 



Table 30 

SELECTED SERVICES 

Selected Areas 

1954-1963 

PER CENT ANNUAL 
Ai'EA OF CHANGE RATE OF - 1954 1958 1963 1954-1963 CHANGE - -Fairfield county 

Total Sales (thousands) $ 451 $ 539 $ 626 38.8 4.3 

I 
0'\ City of Winnsboro 
,J::. 
I 

Total Sales (thousands) 381 309 518 36.0 4.0 

Remainder of County 

Total Sales (thousands) 70 230 108 54.3 6.0 

South Carolina 

Total Sales (thousands) 123,440 180,812 253,567 105.4 11.8 

SOURCE: census of Business, South Carolina, 1954 and 1963, United States Bureau of Census. 



county. pnrticularly ncur the larger urban areas, t:hcre there is 

i-nsufficient population to r.1aintain commercial retu.il centers. 

Future retail activity in Winnsboro is dependent upon 

numerous factors. Expansion of existing industrial facilities, 

securing new plants,and increased employment, all to a great mea

sure determine the volume of retail sales since these factors 

directly affect population growth. Winnsboro's retail sales for 

the years ahead are depen6ent upon this population growth and, 

barring any national or local disaster, such sales should continue 

at the.annual rate of growth closely in line with the past 10 

years. 

Wholesale sales for the State of South carolina and 

County of Fairfield shown on Table 29 were not available for the 

City of Winnsboro. Between 1954 and 1963, Fairfield County made 

significantstridesin total wholesale sales. An increase of about 

140 per cent during this period overshadows the slight advance 

of the county's retail sales ~uring the same period. Like retail 

sales, wholesale figures for towns such as Winnsboro may be mis

leading, since some large commercial establishments locate adjacent 

to, but outside, the corporate boundaries. This is generally more 

true for wholesale establishments, since these usually require 
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additional or larger sites for warehousing and trucking facilities 

and are more apt to locate beyond the corporate limits. 

It is assumed that wholesale sales within the City of 

Winnsboro increased steadily, but not significantly, between 1954 

and 1963. This can be attributed to the proximity of Winnsboro 

to the Columbia trade area. Wholesale trade in the county should 

continue to increase at a rapid pace in future years as commercial 

and industrial activities grow. As with retail activity, it is 

difficult to predict future wholesale trends for towns the size of 

Winnsboro, but wholesale sales in the Winnsboro area should main

tain an annual rate of growth similar to past years. Winnsboro and 

its surrounding urban area should increase only slightly in whole

sale activity because of their proximity to the Columbia trade 

area, as previously mentioned. Most future wholesale activity in 

the unincorporated areas of the county will be located close to the 

corporate boundaries of Winnsboro, and no significant increases 

are predicted for the rural areas, if any at all. 

Selected services trade is shown in Table 30. This 

category includes establishments primarily engaged in rendering 

a wide variety of services to individuals and business establish

ments such as hotels, motels, and other lodging places, personal 
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services, miscellaneous businessservices, automobile repair and 

automobile services and garages, miscellaneous repair services, 

entertainment and recreation services. 

Increases in the selected services category usually reflect 

a healthy economy, inasmuch as people are less prone to spend 

money on amusements, repair services, and personal services when 

the economy is in a depressed condition. In addition, service 

employment tends to reflect a truer indication of the local job 

situation since few people travel from outside to work in service 

~stablishments. Service establishments usually locate in more urban 

areas due to the fact that the services performed must be directly 

related to products or their producers. While sales in this cate

gory did not increase in the City of Winnsboro as rapidly as in 

the county and state between 1954 and 1963, there was a signifi

cant increase, as shown in Table 30. There was a substantial 

increase in the unincorporated areas of the county, between 1954 

and 1958, rising from $70,000 in 1954 to $230,000 in 1963. The 

City of Winnsboro reflected a sharp increase in these services 

from 1958 to 1963, increasing at a rate of nearly 12 per cent per 

year. Increased growth rates of selected services generally 

reflect a trend toward urbanization more so than wholesale and 

retail trends. 
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Future business in service activities throughout the 

state and county should increase during the planning period at 

an even greater rate than Dt has in the past few years. As popu

lation increases and per capita income rises, people will spend 

more on nonessential items than they have in the past. It is 

difficult to predict the extent of these increases in Winnsboro 

for several reasons. Corporate boundaries are subject to change 

and businesses located outside city limits may be annexed, de

pending on annexation laws and the attitude of municipal officials 

toward annexation of adjacent territory. Some personal services 

such as auto repair, motels, and drive-in movies want to be 

removed from urban development, and people generally do not mind 

longer drives to obtain these services. However, as with whole

sale establishments, such services need to be fairly close to the 

pQpulation centers. For this reason, selected services around 

Winnsboro should continue to grow at a rate proportional to the 

expanding population. 

Agriculture 

An important segment of the economy of Fairfield County 

and the area around Winnsboro is the income derived by farm pro

ducts. Agricultural production has undergone a tremendous change 

since the turn of the century. Agricultural employment for the 
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United States and the State of South Carolina has dropped drasti

cally and is compared on Table 31. This table indicates the trend 

in the rapid rate of decline in agricultural employment from 1940 

to 1960. 

Table 32 compares farm statistics for the state and 

Fairfield County. Fairfield County has had, like the state, a 

reduction in the total number of farms, while the size of the 

average farm has increased. This is mainly because farms are 

becoming more and more mechanized, enabling a more productive 

output for larger farm units. While there has been a considerable 

reduction in the number of farms between 1959 to 1964 (a loss of 

28 per cent for the state and 53 per cent for Fairfield County), 

this does not mean that 53 per cent of all fa~ms in Fairfield 

county went out of business between 1959 and 1964, only that the 

majority of these farms were acquired and combined by adjacent 

farms and consolidated for a more productive output. The farm 

lands converted to other uses in the county were of insignificant 

number and occurredgenerally only at the fringes of the small 

urban areas. 

The Winnsboro study area, according to the 1967 land-use 

survey, had 1, 032 acres ~ or 38.8 ·. per cent of the land in 

agricultural use. It is anticipated that some of this land will 
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Table 31 

AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT IN THE U. S. 

South Carolina, Fairfield County 

(1940-1960) 

AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYEES PERCENT CHANGE 

1940 1940-50 1950-60 -
United States* 8,430,663 6,917,731 4,256,734 -17.9 -38.5 

South Carolina* 260,761 197,055 94,036 -24.4 -52.3 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY** 4,102 2,093 510 -48.8 -78.5 

SOURCE: *Growth Patterns in Employment by County, 1940-1960 and 
1950-1960, u. s. Department of Commerce, Office of 
Business Economics, Volume 5, washington, 1965. 

**Bureau of Business and Economic Research/Bureau of Urban 
and Regional Affairs, university of South carolina, 
June 1968. 
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'i' 

Approximate Acres of Land Area 

Prcportion in Farms (per cent) 

Farms, Acreage, and Value 

Total Farms 

Acreage in Farms 

Average Size of Farms (acres) 

Value of Land and Buildings 

Average Per Farm 

Average Per Acre 

Value of Farm Products Sold 

Average Per Farm 

Table 32 

FARM STATISTICS 

Selected Areas 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

1959 1964 -
19,374,080 19,380,480 

1'::7.2 <11.:::. 

78,172 56,248 

91149,492 8,101,417 

117.0 li~,1.. 0 

$ 15,685 $ 24,948 

].31. 00 

$302,923,609 

171.10 

$349,070,743 

$ 3,876 $ 6,206 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY 

1959 1964 -
447,360 307,840 

39.1 49.1 

859 455 

174,898 126,362 

203.6 277.6 

$ 16,859 $ 31,057 

86.10 109.80 

$2,060,941 $1,187,875 

$ 2,347 $ 2,611 

SOURCE: Census of Agriculture, South carolina, 1959 and 1964, u. s. Bureau of the Census. 



be converted to uses other than agricultural to meet the estimated 

population increase during the planning period. Which areas would 

best serve the future expansion of Winnsboro will be discussed in 

the second report, The Land-Use Plan. 

The value of farm lands and farm improvements in Fairfield 

County have shown significant gains between 1959 and 1964, as re-

fleeted by Table 32. However, the value of farm products sold 

has declined. Fairfield county, according to the South carolina 

Department of Agricultural Economics, with $1,687,000 in 1966, 

ranked very low in income derived from farm products as compared 

to all other counties in the State of south carolina.(!) Cotton, 

cottonseed, and vegetable crops made up about 5 per cent of the 

county's farm commodities, while forest products comprised roughly 

32 per cent of the total. The majority of farm income for Fair-

field County was derived from livestock and livestock products 

which in 1966 earned approximately 60 per cent of all income de-

rived from farm products. Livestock and dairy products comprised 

about 32 per cent and 13 per cent of this income, respectively. 

(1) South carolina- cash Receipts From Farm Marketings, Sept., 
1967. South Carolina Crop Reporting Service, u.s. Department 
of Agriculture, and Department of Agricultural Economics; 
University of Clemson, Clemson, South Carolina. 
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Table 33 lists the farm tenure information from 1959 to 

1964. The significant trends from this table for Fairfield 

County are the loss in number of tenant farmers and the percentage 

increase in full owners. Although a large percentage of farm 

employees are moving off the farm for better jobs in the urban 

areas, a significant number, both white and nonwhite, have re-

mained and managed to acquire in part or in full farms of their 

own. 

Fairfield County has more than doubled all other counties 

in the state forest productions in recent years. The round pulp-

wood production of Fairfield for all species amounted to a total 

in excess of 200,000 standard cords in 1966. (2) The increase 

c:; :~orest products in the connty is expecteCl to continue, but like 

;'\an:: of Fairfield's industries, is dependent upon factors affect

ing national and regional markets. 

Employment Projections 

Future employment in Winnsboro to a great extent must be 

based on the progress made in past years in retaining industries 

and securing new industrial and commercial concerns. It is diffi-

cult to predict, with any great degree of accuracy, future national 

(2) Southern Pulpwood Production 1966, Forest Service u.s. Dept. 
of Agriculture in cooperation \'lith Southern Pulpwood Con
servation Association, Atlanta, Georgia. 
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Table 33 

FARM OPERATORS BY TENURE AND COLOR 

Selected Areas 

SOUTH CAROLINA FAIRFIELD COUNTY 
Per Per Per Per 

1959 Cent 1964 Cent 1959 Cent 1964 ~ - - - - -
Full owners 38,974 49.9 30,008 53.3 533 62.0 342 75.1 

White 29,691 38.0 22,687 40.3 280 32.5 177 38.9 

Nonwhite 9,283 11.9 7,321 13.0 253 29.5 165 36.2 

I 
-...J 
~ Part owners 14,743 18.9 12,412 22.1 124 14.4 62 13.6 I 

White 9,808 12.5 8,786 15.6 68 7.9 46 10.1 

Nonwhite 4,935 6.4 3,626 6.5 56 6.5 16 3.5 

Managers 337 0.4 298 o.s 3 0.4 2 0.4 

Tenants 24,109 30.8 13,530 24.1 199 23.2 49 10.9 

White 7,682 9.8 4,875 8.7 22 2.6 10 2.3 

Nonwhite 16,427 21.0 8,655 15.4 177 20.6 39 8.6 

TOTAL FARMS 78,163 100.0 56,248 100.0 859 100.0 455 100.0 

SOURCE: Census of Agriculture, South carolina u. s. Bureau of Census 



economic patterns but, based on past local trends, employment 

should remain high within the county. Table 34 shows projections 

of future employment by category in both numbers and percentages 

for the Winnsboro study area. 

The method used to project future employment for Winnsboro 

was based on a combination of judgment factors and population and 

employment trends, both local and national. Historical employment 

statistics shown on Tables 24, 25, 26, and 34 formed the base for 

employment projections for future years. The percentage rate of 

future unemployment was first estimated with a gradual decrease 

in this rate from 4.3 per cent in 1960, to 3.9 per cent in 1990. 

This trend in line with state and national trends is felt to be 

valid. This in turn established the rate of future employment 

which enabled a labor force participation rate to be established. 

The labor force participation rate for Winnsboro is estimated to 

gradually increase toward the higher national labor force partici-

pation rate of 41.0 per cent. The trend toward a higher labor 

force participation rate would be in line with several factors~ 

including declining birth rates, more women in the labor force, 

dual job holding, out-migration, and more families with both 

husband and wife employed. Winnsboro, it is felt, had a higher 

labor force participation rate than the state's (36.3 per cent) 

and rural areas of Fairfield County (33.4 per cent). The 
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Table 34 

WINNSBORO STUDY AREA 

Employment Projections 
1950 - 1990 

1950 12§Q 1965 1970 - 1975 1980 1985 1990 -
Population 6,203 5,890 6,284 6,679 7,073 7,468 7,862 8,257 
Civilian Labor Force 2,423 2,279 2,450 2,624 2,800 2,979 3,160 3,344 
Labor Force Participation 

Rate 39.1 3C.7 39.0 39.3 39.6 39.9 40.2 40.5 
Employed 2,310 2,181 2,347 2,516 2,688 21859 3,036 3,213 

Per Cent Employed 95.3 95.7 95.8 95.9 96.0 96.0 96.1 96.1 
Unemployed 113 98 103 108 112 120 124 131 

Per Cent Unemployed 4.7 t1.3 4.2 -1.1 4.0 4.0 3.9 3.9 
Per Per Per Per Per Per Per Per 

I Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent 
-..1 of of of of of of of of 
~ 
I 1950 Total !2§Q Total 1965 Total 1970 Total 1975 Total ~ Total 1985 Total 1990 Total 

Employed: 2,310 100 2,181 100 2,347 100 2,516 100 2,688 100 2,859 100 3,036 100 31213 100 
Agriculture/Forestry/ 
Fisheries/Mining 20 .a 13 .6 11 .5 10 .4 8 .3 9 .3 9 .3 6 .2 
Construction 98 4.6 100 4.6 106 4.5 131 5 .. 2 142 5.3 157 5.5 173 5.7 189 5.9 
Manufacturing 11186 51.3 1,283 58.8 11474 62.8 1,505 59.8 11519 56.5 11501 52.5 1,506 49.6 11504 46.8 
Trans. & Communications 
& Other Public Utilities 69 3.0 52 2.4 42 1.8 45 1.8 51 1.9 57 2.0 64 2.1 71 2.2 
Hholesale/Retail Trade 309 13.4 297 13.6 315 13.4 374 13.8 374 13.9 400 14.0 431 14.2 463 14.4 
Services (Finance 1 Ins • 1 

Real Estate, Business & 
Repair Services, Personal & 
Professional Entertainment, 
& Public Adm.) 608 26.9 436 20.0 399 17.0 478 19.0 594 22.1 735 25.7 853 28.1 980 30.5 

SOURCE: Wilbur Smith and Associates. 



.... 
establishment of the labor force participation rate also establish

ed the absolute value of the civilian labor force. Once future 

population estimates and the percentage of employment, unemploy

ment, and labor force participation were established, the percent

age and general numerical distribution of the future employment 

in the Winnsboro area were formulated. Again, these figures 

should be regarded as approximate and not actual values. 

Agricultural - Agricultural employment has consistently 

decreased in the county over the past 15 years and should continue 

to decrease. Farms probably will continue to decrease in total 

number, but increase in size with an ever increasing rise in farm 

income. Between 1950 and 1965, agricultural employment in Fair

field County dropped from 28.4 per cent of the employed labor force 

to only 7.7 per cent. A continuation of this decline is felt to 

be valid and accordingly the future agricultural and mining labor 

force in the urban area of Winnsboro is estimated to be only 0.5 

per cent of the employed labor force, which is in line with the 

past 1950 and 1960 census trends for this category. 

Construction - The construction industry for Winnsboro 

should substantially improve in future years as more semiskilled 

workers are needed in the construction industry. Technological 

improvements will continue to reduce somewhat the unskilled and 

-77-



.... 
semiskilled jobs, but the per cent of the labor force employed 

in construction industries for Winnsboro should increase gradually 

toward the state and county rate of 5.5 per cent of the employed 

labor force. 

Manufacturing - Manufacturing employment in Winnsboro will 

continue to lead total employment throughout the planning period. 

The remarkable gain in manufacturing as a per cent of the employed 

labor force since 1950 can be attributed to the location of sev

eral manufacturing plants in the Winnsboro area. These new plants, 

namely; Fairfield Manufacturing Company, International Paper 

Company,- Manhattan Shirt Company, and Southern Maid Garment Inc., 

along with the expansion of the research division of Uniroyal, 

contributed to the relatively high per cent of the labor force 

in manufacturing industries. It is felt that these firms will 

continue to add to manufacturing employment gains. While manu

facturing employment gains should increase num·erically through 

1970, the technological advances after this period will reduce 

the number of manufacturing employees to a percentage more in 

line with national and state averages. This means that additional 

~anufacturing industries locating in Winnsboro due to the avail

ability of land, labor, and accessibility to their respective 

markets will eventually employ a lesser per cent in manufacturing 

industries due to rapid advances in manufacturing technology. 
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Transportation, Communication, and Public Utilities 

Employment - This general industrial group accounted for only 2.5 

per cent of the county's employed labor force in 1960, and is 

estimated to remain fairly constant throughout the planning per

iod. The decline in this general category, 3.0 per cent in 1950 

to approximately 2.4 per cent in 1960, should level off and in

crease slightly above the 1965 estimate of 1.8 per cent due to 

expanded trucking and warehousing facilities, which should parallel 

the growth of expanding and diversifying industries. 

Wholesale and Retail Trade - Wholesale and retail activi

ties in Winnsboro during the past decade accounted for approximately 

13.4 per cent of the city's employment. This group should continue 

to increase numerically while the percentage change may fluctuate 

slightly to meet the changing demands in retail and wholesale 

merchandising practices. Wholesale employment will make up the 

greater majority of employment gains in this category. The 

general trend of wholesaling activities is toward the urban 

market. Such trends are indicated by increased sales of automotive 

equipment and related products and a decline in farm supplies and 

farm product wholesalers. As Winnsboro continues to urbanize, it 

will increasingly dominate the majority of wholesale activities in 

Fairfield County. Future retail employment can be expected to 
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change in direct proportion to the manufacturing trend, since 

new workers mean additional families and expenditure of money 

locally to meet the needs of local residents. 

Services Employment - This employment group includes a 

multitude of service categories such as finance, insurance and 

real estate, business and repair services, personal services, 

professional services, entertainment and recreation, public admin

istration, and other miscellaneous employment groups. This group 

generally is a good indication of the trend toward urbanization 

since the majority of these services directly serve areas of popu

lation concentration. Service employment in Fairfield County has 

sharply increased since 1950. The service employment in Winnsboro 

in 1960 declined slightly from 1950, due mostly to the significant 

gain made by manufacturing employment. Some services are expected 

to have only marginal growth or decline slightly within the next 

decade. These include domestic work, personal services, and 

entertainment and recreational employment. However, the service 

industry can be expected to become one of the fastest growing 

areas of economic activity both locally and nationally, particularly 

in urbanizing areas. Service employment in V'Jinnsboro should :.:-eflect 

this national, state, and county trend by 1975, and continuously 
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increase both numerically and as a per cent of the labor force. 

Service employment in particular, should increase in future years 

as Winnsboro and its immediate surrounding area becomes more 

urbanized, as per capita and family income increases, and as 

the area becomes more industrially diversified. 

With future employment forecast at about 96 per cent of 

the civilian labor force, most of which would be in manufacturing, 

Winnsboro should have a stable and prosperous economic base with 

which to finance the future needs of the county. Employment 

opportunities should exist within the city for almost everyone 

who wants to secure employment, which should help retain the in

migration from the rural areas of the county, and eliminate some 

of the out-migration currently taking place in Winnsboro and the 

county. The materialization of the forecast employment will, how

ever, be based upon the attitude and deeds of the elected officials 

and civic leaders of ~·Tinnsboro. Only through the continued co

operation of this group will the area grow and prosper as it is 

now and as it should in the future. 
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Chapter 3 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Winnsboro and the surrounding areahavemade significant 

strides in the past several years to expand the economic base of 

the community. The major social economic indices summarized in 

Chapters 1 and 2· of this report may be useful to demonstrate the 

changes taking place within the community. The exact degree of 

change and effect of the efforts of the leademin the City of 

Winnsboro cannot be precisely measured until the results of the 

1970 Census are available. 

While significant changes have occurred in the economic 

growth and development of Winnsboro since 1960, there still exists, 

as with all areas, room for economic and social improvement. There 

are several areas of economic opportunity which have great potential 

for development into major economic resources. 

One of the most important aspects to be considered for 

future economic prosperity for the county and Winnsboro is re

sources of an educated population. Efforts should be made to up

grade the educational opportunities for all age groups. The con

struction of the vocational training center for 650 students in 

Winnsboro due to open in September, 1969, is a positive start in 
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this direction. It is felt that strong emphasis should be placed 

on vocational and technical training in order that the unskilled 

with agricultural backgrounds can be trained with skills demanded 

by today•s industries. Also, additional job training programs, 

vocational training centers, and adult continuing education pro

grams will be positive steps toward advancing the overall educa

tional level of the residents. Only through such continuous 

programs will the out-migration, currently affecting the entire 

state, eventually be slowed and gradually stopped. 

Another potential area for economic advancement for 

Winnsboro is the relatively untapped area of income derived from 

tourism and related services. Winnsboro with its historical 

importance and many architectually significant buildings, some 

by noted architect Robert Mills, should make every effort possible 

to preserve and maintain those parts of the city which could draw 

tourists throughout the state, particularly from the Columbia and 

Charleston urban areas. The restoration and painting of buildings 

in the Central Business District could act as a catalyst in this 

preservation effort. 

In addition to this historical aspect, Winnsboro offers 

the basic ingredients for successful year round tourist and vaca

tion oriented activity--mild climate, recreational opportunities, 
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scenic land features, areas and individual buildings of archi

tectural or historical significance, all necessary items which 

collectively or individually could be capitalized on to further 

the economic growth of the area. The leaders of Winnsboro and 

the county should make combined efforts to ensure that a share 

of the potential tourist revenues for the region find their way 

to Winnsboro by developing future programs to attract the ever 

increasing tourist population. 

Another important economic factor to an area is the 

accessibility of that area to surrounding markets. Winnsboro, 

by the existing highway system, has good accessibility to the 

surrounding areas; however, has been thus far by-passed by the 

major Interstate Highway Systems. With the rapid growth of the 

region, particularly between Greenville and Charlotte, there 

exists increasing pressure for new routes from this region to 

terminus points of exchangei namely the port cities of t.he coastal 

plains. It is not inconceivable that such pressures may result 

in a direct highway of interstate standards from Charlotte to 

Columbia which if routed close enough to Winnsboro, .would ·have 

a dramatic effect upon the economy of Winnsboro and the future of 

the surrounding area. Efforts should be made to encourage such 

a ro'"-d system to pass clos:? t.o ·t.he outlying area of vJinnsboro 
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giving the citizens of Winnsboro, as well as potential industrial 

firms, excellent accessibility to regional, state, and national 

markets. 

Another major source of income and employment opportuni

ties in the county and the Winnsboro general area is in the 

expansion and broadening of the forestry products. Since over 

350,000 acres in the county are in woodlands, or approximately 

82 per cent of the land area, it is felt that extensive programs 

should be developed to use the area's desirable wood products. 

The extent of producing such products which presently amounts to 

about one third of the county's income, should be investigated 

further through various state agencies such as the State Devel

opment Board, and institutes of higher learning such as Clemson's 

Forestry Research Department and other state universities where 

facilities are available to advise the city and county the steps 

required to formulate new programs in forest production. The 

large timber reserves in the county should be effectively 

promoted as to attract wood and paper oriented industries into 

the area. Multimillion dollar plywood plants are being built 

throughout the south to utilize the fast growing pine timber 

reserves. The location of such wood processing plants in Winnsboro 

could act as a nucleus for future wood producing industries. If 

no major obstacles exist and if such plant location is desirable 
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and feasible,the city would greatly benefit by pursuing such 

wood processing industries to locate in Winnsboro. 

The expansion of manufacturing activities in Winnsboro 

will be dependent upon the city's ability to offer potential 

manufacturing firms three essential factors: (1) land, (2) labor, 

and (3) convenient transportation. The availability of these 

three factors plus the factors mentioned below, allow an opti

mistic projection for new manufacturing activities in the area. 

Normal plant expansion of existing firms should continue through 

1970, and the influx of new, small industrial firms should 

account for the majority of manufacturing employment increases 

between 1970 and 1980. The decade following 1980 should see 

additional larger firms move into the area because of the 

increased importance of the Columbia SMSA, the available and 

more educated labor market, and the improved transportation 

accessibility through Winnsboro to regional markets. 

Basic plant location criteria may vary from industry 

to industry, however the leaders of Winnsboro should consider 

the following factors as those ·::o \-.rhich new industries give pri-

mary consideration. 

1. Availability of labor. 

-86-



2. Convenience to Markets. 

3. Availability of Raw Material. 

4. Availability of Transportation and Fuels (including 

water supply and waste disposal). 

Such factors could be used as a yardstick for the citizens 

of Winnsboro as they seek to fully develop their community. These 

conditions in addition to the factors listed below should be met 

by the city if it expects to provide the amenities required for 

a good environment and sound community. 

1. Educational facilities7 adequate number of classroom 

facilities, satisfactory student-teacher ratio, 

trade schools, and adult education classes. 

2. Community attitudes7 acceptance of existing industry, 

sewer and water facilities, community planning, and 

leadership. 

3. Medical facilities; population ratio for doctors, 

nurses, dentists, and number and type of hospital 

facilities. 

4. Research facilities; availability of resources, and 

studies for timber, water, mineral deposits, etc. 
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5. Cultural activities~ reference library facilities, 

and special interest groups in music, drama, history, 

speakipg, flowers, etc. 

6. Housing; availability of rental property, new homes 

for sale, planned subdivisions, competent builders, 

and adequate financing. 

7. Recreation; golf, bowling, fishing, boating facilities, 

hunting areas, little league baseball, football, parks, 

and theatres. 

8. Community appearance; general appearance of homes 

and lot conditions, appearance of retail stores, 

appearance of approach highways, orderly street plans, 

curbs and gutters. 

9. City government; form of government, percentage of 

qualified votes registered and voters, reaction of 

local government to problems of industry. 

10. State and city image; labor laws, tax laws, labor 

experience, general business indicators such as 

bank drawings, retail sales, etc. 
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11. Churches; availability of most denominations in 

or near the community. 

12. Law enforcement: adequacy of protection, attitude 

of police department, and honesty of administration. 

13. Civic organizations: spirit of community and help

fulness of community. 

14. Taxes: total property tax burden, services resulting 

from taxes collected, and ratio of bonded debt to 

assessed valuation as a guide to future tax rate 

adjustments. 

It is felt that the qreater majority of these factors 

are available in Winnsboro, and that l'Hnnsboro presently is in a 

favorablycompetitive position to attract additional manufacturing 

concerns, provide additional benefits to its citizens, and con

tinually grow as a small prosperous community. 

Programs for increased economic opportunities in the 

city and surrounding area will .not, to any appreciable extent, 

"just happen." Programs must be carefully thought out and ex

plored in detail before any material benefits will occur. A 
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great deal of effort has gone into the economic and social 

growth that has occurred in the past few years. Needless to 

say, the continuation and extension of this growth is essential 

to the future prosperity of Winnsboro. 

In addition to the other programs, thought should be 

given to the creation of a professional planning and industrial 

development staff for the county. It may be possible that an 

adequate and experienced staff could serve as the urban planning 

staff for all towns throughout the county. Many counties 

presently have such an arrangement, thereby, eliminating the 

duplication of programs and efforts. This arrangement is generally 

successful as long as all areas and segments of the county are 

represented in the make-up of the coordinating board. Programs 

such as the investigation and determination of sewer and water 

needs of the county, recreational possibilities of Lake Wateree 

and other lakes and streams, and educational needs, both primary 

and secondary, are but a few examples of economic oriented 

programs that a permanent planning staff could supervise. 

Additional essential urban planning programs should be undertaken 

by the county, such as the preparation of a comprehensive land 

use plan, community facilities programs, zoning ordinances, and 

subdivision regulations, open space programs, and capital program 
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and budgets. These programs for the City of Winnsboro will be 

discussed more fully in subsequent reports, but it is important 

to emphasize now that this initial Economic and Population Study 

should be thought of as a first step toward a continuing planning 

program for Winnsboro. At the present time, Winnsboro does not 

appear to have any serious economic weaknesses that are not 

uncommon to most small South Carolina towns. In fact, Winnsboro 

has done more than most small towns to strengthen and diversify 

its economic base, which is a credit to the many political and 

civic leaders who have been involved in this planning program over 

the past several years. The many significant gains which Winnsboro 

has made are proof enough that these progra~s have been success-

ful and will continue to be successful if they are continued into 

the future. 

One of the values of a planning program is in the 

opportunity for local leaders to take new information into 

account as conditions change and to provide reliable informa-

tion to guide local policies and decisions regarding community 

needs and resources. This study hopefully has provided the 

basis for such decision making responsibility. 
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