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THE DIFFERENCE
THE OPPORTUNITY
SCHOOL MADE
The late Dr. Wil Lou Gray designed the Opportunity School to
function more like a home than an educational institution. Today,
that philosophy still holds true as staff members live in the
dormitories with students twenty-four hours each day, seven days a
week. Interaction between staff and students is a natural occurrence due to round-the-dock supervision. Each student is encouraged to accept both the benefits and responsibilities of dormitory
living. The residential environment at the Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School is a more relaxed style of learning, reaching more
students than traditional day classes. The values of living together
are emphasized while the teachers adapt to the specific needs of
each student.
Functioning with a home-like atmosphere is one of the Opportunity School's greatest assets. The association of pupils, teachers
and staff in a residential setting provides certain advantages not
otherwise offered in traditional public schools. In addition to
earning a high school education or vocational skill, the residential
aspect gives students the chance to mature while learning the
meaning of life. Because many of our students may have neve r
experienced some of life's simplest joys, whole new worlds open
with activities sponsored by the agency. Pulling together as one
body or unit in everyday life helps each student find the encouragement necessary to change circumstances, especially if each
student has experienced similar frustrations or defeats.

•

•

Alumni throughout this booklet credit the Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School "experience" with their accomplishments in society.
After registering for classes, these students caught the passion for
learning. Desire to learn was placed in the hearts of each student
by examples the late Dr. Wil Lou Gray exhibited and offered to individuals needing to attend the Opportunity School. Now living
successful, productive and meaningful lives throughout the world,
the graduates praise the Opportunity School with providing direction and ambition. These few former students are a small sample of
the countless number of citizens the Opportunity School has served
since its beginning in 1921. •

TIIE WIL LOU GRAY OPPORTUNITY SCHOOL, WEST COLUMBIA, S.C. 29169, 803-822-5480
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WilLou Gray
Director Emeritus
1883-1984

OPPORTUNITY
SCHOOL
DEPENDS ON
REFERRALS
Student referrals are made by many different governmental
agencies, schools and school districts across the state. Yesterday, today, and tomorrow these referral groups remain the
same. Admission is by application only, making the Opportunity School dependent on student referrals. Because someone took time to inform these individuals about the Wil Lou
Gray Opportunity School their lives were changed. Throughout the long and illustrious history of the Opportunity
School, its graduates have a distinguished reputation in each
respective chosen profession-all after receiving a second
chance. It is the hope at the Wil Lou Gray Opportunity
School that you will enjoy reading about former students
and their successes. These former students were asked two
questions, "Why did you attend the Opportunity School?"
and "How did the Opportunity School help you?"

•
~

1971 - Diploma, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1987- B."i. Degree, Occupational Technology, Jacksonville State

dropped out of
school and was
working on a
L--~~ farm when my
cousin, who is a
teacher, met members of the
Opportunity School staff at a
meeting. My cousin was so
impressed that she informed me
about the Opportunity School
and recommended I check into
re-entering school.

The Opportunity School gave
me the chance to finish high
school. Today, I teach nuclear
weaponry effects in the United
States Army. I'm also seeking
my second college degree in
Computer Science from Augusta
College and will soon have
earned my MBA. I am expected
to_ reach the rank of Major
before retiring after 22 years
serving my country in the
military.
Upon retirement, I want to enter
the Informational Systems
Management section of private
business where I'll be working
with Data Base Management.
My personal goals after military
retirement, at age 40, will be
automating a corporate data
base with a Fortune 500
Company.

CAPTAIN JAMES L. ANGLE

"
'

United States Army
Nuclear Biological Chemical Operations Officer

AUGUSTA, GA

1968- GED, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1972 - B.S. Textile Science, Clemson University
1977- M.S. Mechanical Engineering, Clemson University

fter I dropped out of
school in the 8th
grade, I started
working three maybe four years as an
auto mechanic. A local minister
invited me to Sunday dinner
where I met his wife who was a
Social Worker. She helped
arrange a meeting with a
counselor from Vocational
Rehabilitation which ultimately
resulted in my attending the
Opportunity School.

The Opportunity School gave
direction to my life. It made me
want to complete my high
school education. The
Opportunity School staff
encouraged my attending
college. Obtaining my four-year
college degree never crossed
my mind until the Opportunity
School teachers encouraged me
because of my strength in math.
My college education has given
me the chance to travel
throughout the world working
on international engineering
projects. Civic activities and
political involvement are further
evidence that the Opportunity
School gave me the proper
guidance when needed. Today,
I serve the Wil Lou Gray
Opportunity School as one of
two members elected by the
Alumni Association to the
Opportunity School Board of
Trustees.

•

DEVON R. BELCHER

"
•

Steel Heddle
Manufacturing Engineer
Frame Division

EASLEY, SC

1987 - Diploma, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1988 to 1989- Sophomore, Benedict College

was not getting
along with my
mother and other
family members. My
attitude affected my
overall academic success at
school. Before I dropped out of
public school, I was told about
the Wil Lou Gray Opportunity
School.

The residential setting made me
mature. My attitude towards
home straightened up, and it
really helped me improve my
self-image. Because of the
chance given to me by the Wil
Lou Gray Opportunity School,
I earned a basketball scholarship to college.
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1980 - Diploma, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1982 - Associate Degree, Gallaudet University

roblems existed in a
large school environment which kept me
from advancing in
regular public
school. Vocational Rehabilitation suggested I attend the
summer evaluation program.
After I completed the summer
program at the Wil Lou Gray
Opportunity School, I wanted to
return because I enjoyed my
stay on campus.

The Opportunity School helped
me a lot academically; and it
built my self-confidence, which
resulted in a better self-image
because I finally experienced
academic success. Being a
hearing impaired person, I feel
lucky to have received as much
education as I have. I feel I
should give some of that
encouragement back through
teaching. In regular public
school, I lost the desire to learn
because of my hearing disability. I was frustrated with
school which resulted in my not
wanting to learn. Although I
never received my four-year
degree, I feel I am doing
something I wanted to do all my
life. I also teach sign language
classes and am illustrated in the
South Carolina Sign Language
Handbook. The Sign Language
Handbook is used by family

members of the hearing
impaired to help their
understanding of sign language.

LINDA GUILFORD CROSBY

"
J

Charleston County School District
Hearing Impaired Teacher Assistant
Berry Elementary School

WALTERBORO, SC

1947- GED, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1964- FBI Academy

n 1943, I withdrew
from high school to
enlist in the U.S.
Navy. During the
war I served three
years on the USS Hornet. While
in service I saved enough
money to purchase a gasoline
station after my discharge. It
didn't take me long working at
my station before I realized the
value of an education.

After graduation from the
Opportunity School, I began a
law enforcement career that
spanned almost 40 years. In
1947, I was interested in
working with the highway
patrol until the former sheriff, J.
Cal White, offered me a job with
the Greenwood County Sheriffs
Department. I served as deputy
sheriff for 17 years and sheriff
for 22 years. In 1987 I retired
and now enjoy a slower pace.
As sheriff, I graduated from the

FBI Academy, served as Past
President, South Carolina Law
Enforcement Officers Association and received Sheriff of the
Year Award in 1980. I have the
Opportunity School to thank for
helping make all this possible.

SHERIFF L GILES DANIEL, RETIRED

•

Greenwood County
Retired Sheriff

GREENWOOD, SC

1984 - Diploma, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1987- Data Processing, Sumter Technical College
1989 - Computer Engineering, University of South Carolina, Sumter Campus (3.5 GPR)

ealth problems and
visual problems
made it difficult for
me to adjust to
regular public
school.

m

My diploma from the
Opportunity School gave me the
chance to prove myself the
same way as if I obtained my
education from my regular high
school back in Sumter. By
attending the Opportunity
School, I received an Optimist
Club College Scholarship which
has helped me since I'm
working my way through
college.
After graduation the South
Carolina Department of
Corrections employed me as a
correctional officer. This gave
me the chance to continue my
college education. My work
with the South Carolina
Department of Corrections
resulted in my employment with
the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
I'll transfer my college course
work and complete my degree
requirements at the University
of Colorado in Computer
Engineering. .

The Wil Lou Gray Opportunity
School gave me the desire for
an education after I lost the
desire to learn due to my health
problems and poor academic
records in the traditional public
schools.

•

•

STEVE DRAPER

~

~

Federal Bureau of Prisons
Federal Correctional Officer
Inglewood, Colorado

LITILETON, CO

1972- GED, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1976- B.S. Degree, Benedict College, Magna Cum Laude
1979- Master of Divinity, Colgate Rochester Divinity School
1987- Doctor of Ministry, Erskine Theological Seminary

n the ninth grade my
father developed a
medical problem
==== necessitating his
being out of work
for a long period of time. I
dropped out of school to help
economically support my family
by working. I never lost my
desire for my high school
education and kept watching
high school courses through
ETV. My older sister, an
Opportunity School student,
urged me to attend.

Graduating from the Opportunity School literally served as
a catalyst that helped turn my
life around. I earned a scholarship which enabled me to
attend the Opportunity School
since I had no means of
financial support. The academic
program helped build a healthy
self-esteem and gave me confidence in myself and my abilities. Teachers and staff gave me
the inspiration to strive for excellence and be the best I could
be.
After graduation I was given the
chance to be a dorm counselor
with responsibilities to supervise
one of the male dormitories. My
job responsibilities required
mostly late afternoon and
evening hours, which meant I
was able to enter Benedict
College and start working on
my college degree during the
day. While at Benedict, I was

awarded a scholarship by the
American Baptist Church to
study for one year at the Central
Philippines University in Lloilo
City, Philippines. Today, in
addition to serving as a pastor, I
am also an adjunct professor in
the Department of Religion at
Gardner-Webb College.

•

1HE REVEREND DR. JOHN H. GRANT

.J

I

Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church, Asheville, N.C.- Pastor
Gardner-Webb College, Professor, Department of Religion

ASHEVIllE, NC

1976- GED, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1979- BA, Business Administration, Minor in Accounting
Baptist College of Charleston

m

ealth problems postponed my completion of high school
for several years. The
public school system
offered no solution to catch up
with my classmates, and I was
too young for night school. The
Opportunity School, through
the GED program, enabled me
to graduate on time with my
classmates.

The Opportunity School gave
me the chance to finish high
school. Otherwise, I would have
been too frustrated to re-enter
regular public school. My
completing the Opportunity
School with a GED allowed me
the chance to go to college.
While in college I was a
member of the National Honor
Society, graduating with a 4.0
grade average in 1979. I served
as a Junior Marshal and was also
honored as a Presidential
Scholar during the last three
years.
Today, I have the Opportunity
School to thank for my high
school education. Since graduating from the Opportunity
School, I have enjoyed a
successful career with NASA at
Kennedy Space Center, Florida.

I

..

RONALD HARVEY

.I

•
National Aeronautics And Space Administration
Governmental Accountant
Kennedy Space Center

TITUSVILLE, FL

1965- GED, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1969- B.S. Business Administration, Minor in Accounting
University of South Carolina
1972- Passed Certified Public Accountant's Examination

a

peaking with the
family of George
H~ll, Geor~e never
enJoyed gomg to
public school. He
dropped out to join the military
and after his discharge later
enrolled at the Opportunity
School.

George became motivated
through encouragement by his
Opportunity School teachers. He
passed the GED and then
enrolled at the University of
South Carolina. While at the
University of South Carolina,
George Hull remained on the
Dean's list and received the
Kappa Sigma Leadership and
Scholarship Award. After
graduation he went to work
for KPMG Peat, Marwick &
Company as an accountant and
later transferred to Alaska. Here,
George Hull passed his CPA
examination and rose to the
position of Corporate Treasurer
for the Alberta Trailer Company's International Operations
in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. This
happened in just five short years
and then he accepted the
position of President and
Managing Director of ATCO,
Saudi Arabia. ATCO has annual
sales exceeding three billion

dollars and employs more than
5,500 people worldwide.
Tragically, George Hull was
trapped in a warehouse flash
fire in 1987, thus ending a very
bright future. The family of
George Hull feels all his success
would not have been possible if
he had not received encouragement from the staff at the
Opportunity School.

J

tl

GEORGE W. HULL, DECEASED

~

•

Alberta Trailer Company (ATCO)
President and Managing Director, ATCO, Saudi Arabia, Ltd.

FOLLY BEACH, SC

1979 - Diploma, Public School Graduate
1979 to 1981 - Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School

t age four, I became
a triple amputee
resulting from an
unfortunate train
accident. I graduated
from the public high school
system, but I lacked belief in
myself because of my physical
disabilities. Vocational Rehabilitation referred me to the
Opportunity School for vocational training.

The Opportunity School gave
me the chance to do things that
I had trouble with in regular
public school. Although I
graduated from public schools, I
considered myself a shy person
due to my physical limitations.
While at the Wil Lou Gray
Opportunity School I learned
that you can be accepted with
physical disabilities. Because of
my acceptance, I was able to
build courage and be myself.
The Opportunity School
experience helped me learn to
feel comfortable. As an accepted
member of the student body, I
participated with other normal
students in many athletic
activities and without the use of
my artificial prostheses.
The Opportunity School gave
me confidence! I learned to
forget my disabilities instead of
feeling self-pity. If I fell down,
I'd pick myself back up. I began

not to concern myself with
criticism, rather I learned to
hold my head up and laugh.
After leaving the Wil Lou Gray
Opportunity School, I became
employed at Whitten Center in
Clinton as a Recreational
Therapist. Today, I am
employed by a car dealership
transporting automobiles to
predetermined destinations.
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1984- GED, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1988- Basic Management Training, Burger King Corporation, Atlanta, Georgia
1988 - Intermediate Management Training, Burger King Corporation, Atlanta, Georgia
1989 - Advanced Management Training, Burger King Corporation, Miami, Florida

ublic schools just did
not give me the
attention I felt I
needed. When I
heard that the Wil
Lou Gray Opportunity School
had smaller classes and the
teachers gave the students more
attention, I knew the Opportunity School was what I
wanted. I definitely needed that
type of help.

[

The Opportunity School helped
me to grow up. I became
dependent on myself. Students
going to the Opportunity School
must get up in the morning to
go to class. Your mother is not
there to wash and iron your
clothes. The whole Opportunity
School experience gave me a
better outlook on life.
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1979- GED, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1982- Associate Degree in Science, University of South Carolina
1984- B.S. Degree, Occupational Therapy
Medical University of South Carolina

y sister, who was
attending Wil Lou
Gray Opportunity
School, prompted me
to make application.
I had dropped out at the end of
the 9th or lOth grade due to
family hardships. During this
time, I assisted my family and
started to feel my chances to
continue my education were
going to be bleak. Through the
constant prompting of my sister
and the prayers of my mother, I
entered the Wil Lou Gray
Opportunity School.

m

The Opportunity School
provided an environment
conducive to study regardless of
one's level of education. Most
staff members accentuated the
positive in people. My test
results indicated I was able to
pass the GED; but, I optioned to
strengthen my skills for 5 to 6
months before taking and
passing the GED. I immediately
applied to the University of
South Carolina and was accepted. I was really surprised by
a high SAT score, which was a
direct result of my GED studies.
I really don't see any other
institution like this, and I feel a
great need for it. Although I
have a degree in Occupational
Therapy, I'm continuing my
education in science at the
University of South Carolina.

~

KRIS MERSCHAT

Private Practice
Occupational Therapist
Teacher, Occupational Therapy, Medical College of Georgia

NORTH AUGUSTA, SC

1971- GED, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1978 - B.S. Chemistry, University of South Carolina
1979- Department of Biology, Division of Post-Graduate Education
University of South Carolina
1983- University of South Carolina, School of Medicine
1986 to 1987- Charles E. Culpepper Research Fellow
University of South Carolina, School of Medicine
Department of Surgical Research
1983 to 1989- Residency, University of South Carolina, School of Medicine
and Affiliated Hospitals, Columbia, South Carolina

y family moved to
South Carolina from
Houston, Texas.
While attending
school in South
Carolina, I had the same
textbook in the tenth grade as I
had in the sixth grade back in
Houston. My mental abilities
were not being stimulated. I was
denied permission to take the
GED which forced me to leave
the public school system and
enter the Opportunity School.

m

I needed a chance to complete
school earlier than what regular
public school offered. If it had
not been for the Opportunity
School, I would have dropped
out. Upon completing the GED,
I joined the Navy for the GI Bill
which gave me the chance for
college tuition through the
military.
My medical research has
enabled me to reduce vascular
injuries caused by occlusion
clamps pinching the artery to
stop the flow of blood during an
operation. I have also been
fortunate to have the chance to
improve the treatment of colon
cancer through my research
fellowship. My future goals are
to perform heart surgery at
Richland Memorial Hospital and
to teach at the University of
South Carolina, School of
Medicine.

WILLIAM M. MOORE, JR., M.D.

Research Fellowship Recipient
Vascular Surgeon

COLUMBIA, SC

1990- GED, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School

he public school
system never
motivated me. I
dropped
out of
====
school at age 16 and
experienced much regret about
that decision. I kept thinking I
would never catch up until a
friend shared the Opportunity
School story with me. Today, at
age 20, after entering the Wil
Lou Gray Opportunity School, I
now have my high school
education and my whole life is
before me.

My eyes were opened to life
because of the Wil Lou Gray
Opportunity School. I finally
realized what I wanted out of
life. The vision I have now
about myself I could never see
in public school. Staff encouragement and the GED
allowed me to finish school
years sooner.
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1981 - GED, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School

egular public school
just did not meet my
needs, nor did I like
the school I was
attending.

m

The Opportunity School taught
me responsibilities. It helped me
develop personal goals and
encouraged me to receive my
high school education. Because
of my high school education, I
interviewed and was employed
by Westinghouse Electric in
1987 as a laborer. For the past
two years I have worked in the
Nuclear Power Industry where I
presently serve as a Nuclear
Services Technician and have
earned two promotions. I am
the only female Nuclear Services
Technician employed by the
Westinghouse Electric Corporation. I travel internationally to
service nuclear power facilities
under contract with Westinghouse Electric. My future plans
include earning my Associate
Degree from Spartanburg
Technical College in Nuclear
Services Technology.

GLADYS RIDDLE

Westinghouse Electric Corporation
Nuclear Setvices Division
Nuclear Setvices Technician

COLUMBIA, SC

1970- GED, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School

y sister was attending
the Wil Lou Gray
Opportunity School
and kept telling me
how the course work
was self-paced. I was disoriented and dropped out of
school because I just couldn't
function. The Opportunity
School offered me a chance to
complete my high school
education without pressure.

m

While at the Wil Lou Gray
Opportunity School, I saw
people who were worse off
than me. It made me appreciate
my abilities more. I was able to
share a lot while learning to get
along with other people. The
Opportunity School is not a
popularity place like other
schools, everyone seems to get
along together. Today, I grow
African palm oil trees on my 100
acre farm. The oil is sold and
used as a cooking oil in Costa
Rica. I also own a resort hotel
with restaurant, provide sightseeing excursions to vacationers,
blue marlin deep sea fishing
trips and surfing on my oceanfront property. Most of my
clients travel from the United
States to take advantage of my
vacation resort.
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1988- GED, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1989 - Computer Programming, Midlands Technical College

withdrew from high
school during the
middle of my junior
= = = = year to go to Puerto
Rico.
Upon returning, I realized I
would be one year behind in
my studies. Since I was a year
behind my classmates, I did not
feel comfortable with my
classmates nor did I feel that I
belonged to my former school.

I liked the fact that the
Opportunity School is a smaller
school. The student/teacher
ratio is not as large as in traditional public schools. The GED
gave me the chance to graduate
and enter Midlands Technical
College. I was elected Secretary
of the Student Government and
am presently working my way
through college. The total
Opportunity School program is
a helpful experience.
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1965 - Diploma, Public School Graduate
1966- Business Education Certificate, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School

oth my sister-in-law
and I were seeking
business courses.
When we heard
about the business
courses at the Wil Lou Gray
Opportunity School, both of us
decided to enter and be each
other's strength. It was really a
joint venture between the two
of us.

The business education course
enabled me to learn typing,
bookkeeping, business English,
shorthand, and accounting. I
had an enjoyable stay while
learning a lot. The people were
really nice, because everyone
was like a part of a big family.
The Opportunity School
experience taught me how to
deal with the public. After
graduating from Booker T.
Washington High School,
integration had not taken hold.
At the Opportunity School, I
realized everyone was there for
an education and everyone got
along just great. Today, I've
been an employee of Richland
School District One for 20 years.
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1962 - GED, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1965 - B.S. Degree, Horticulture, Clemson University
Honor Graduate

had not completed
my high school
education so a relative recommended I
==== attend
the Opportunity School.

The Opportunity School
returned to me confidence in
my learning. It enabled me to
graduate from high school and
provided me the chance to go
to college. While at Clemson, I
earned my degree in Horticulture and was an Honor
Graduate. My uncle started the
Summerville Floral ursery, and
I assumed the business once he
retired. As an alumni of the
Opportunity School, I served the
agency for three, four-year
terms as a member of the
Opportunity School Board of
Trustees elected by the Alumni
Association.
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1982 to 1984- Attended Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1985 - Diploma, Public High School
1986 - Attended Anderson College

fter my freshman
year in public school
I was doing poorly in
math and algebra.
My teachers kept
telling me I could not do the
work and that I was not going
to pass. I heard about the
Opportunity School and felt it
would strengthen my math
skills.

After two years at the Opportunity School I strengthened my
basic skills to re-enter my public
school and complete my
requirements for a high school
diploma. The Opportunity
School gave me direction in my
life and instilled ambition within
me for school. My teachers
encouraged my success and I
realized I could do the work.
My biggest growth came in my
self-esteem as I was elected
president of the student body
and realized that one must keep
in step to be a part of great
opportunities or the opportunities will pass you by.

Hearing impaired students
attended the Opportunity
School, and it is here that I was
forced to learn sign language to
speak with my silent friends.
Because of my experience with
the hearing handicapped,
Wachovia Bank and Trust
assigns me to different branch
locations throughout Charlotte
to communicate with the deaf
when making financial
transactions.

DINA SHIRLEY SOSA

Wachovia Bank and Trust
Service Representative

CHARLOTfE, NC

1990- Diploma -Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School

uring my last year of
public school, I felt
uncomfortable attending classes
because of my age.
Embarrassed at being 20 years
old with one year of school
remaining was the big reason
why I did not want to return.
After I finished my junior year
of school, I entered the work
force. As a brick mason, I had a
job with good pay and felt I did
not need to go back to school.
Soon I was offered a much
higher paying job only to
discover I needed my high
school education. It was then I
realized I needed my high
school diploma. I spoke with a
relative which resulted in my
being introduced to the Wil Lou
Gray Opportunity School. After
talking to Opportunity School
officials, I knew I could finish
my high school education.
Besides, I did not want to be a
brick mason all my life.

m

The Opportunity School gave
me direction to put my life back
on track. I graduated in one
year and am now entering
Claflin College in Orangeburg,
South Carolina. I felt very
comfortable and relaxed with
my studies at the Opportunity
School. Before the Opportunity
School, I wanted to get my
diploma and enter the job
market. Now, after the Opportunity School, I have my
diploma, desire to go to college,
and then enter the job market. I
was the recipient of a college
scholarship given by the local
Optimist Club and presented to
me on graduation day! I am
thankful and appreciative of the
chance given me to attend Wil
Lou Gray Opportunity School.
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1977- GED, Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School
1981 -Associate Arts Degree, Medical Technology, Midlands Technical College
1983 - BA Biology, Columbia College
1990 - M.Ed., Rehabilitation Counseling, University of South Carolina

riginally I'm from
Pennsylvania and
was living there with
my family when I
first learned of the
Wil Lou Gray Opportunity
School. The Pennsylvania
Department of Vocational
Rehabilitation trained me to be a
clerk typist, but, I wanted my
high school education and was
too old to enter public schools
at age 22. John, my fiance, and
his family were transferred to
South Carolina. Because of
John's disabilities, he was a
client of the South Carolina
Department of Vocational
Rehabilitation and was attending
the Wil Lou Gray Opportunity
School when he told me about
the school. John inquired for
me, and I applied and was
accepted. Age was not a
problem at the Opportunity
School as it was in public
schools.

m

The Opportunity School tested
my abilities and placed me in
classes according to my
achievement levels. Teachers
were patient and willing to
work with me. Since I was from
Pennsylvania, I needed a place
to live which the Opportunity
School, as a residential school,
provided me. If I did not
comprehend the subject material
through one explanation it was
explained another way. Had it
not been for the Wil Lou Gray
Opportunity School, the staff
and the teachers, I would have
never gone to college. The staff
encouraged me to go to college
and even took me to Midlands
Technical College to take the
admissions test! The Opportunity School gave me the
feeling of success, thus I gained
confidence in my abilities and
myself.

While at Columbia College, I
served as President of the Chi
Beta Phi National Honor Society
for Science Majors. After
graduating from Columbia
College, I worked as a Lab
Technician at Richland Memorial
Hospital in the Hematology
Department. In 1985, I was
honored as The Handicapped
Professional Woman of the Year
by the Pilot Club and received
the Handicapped Citizen of the
Year Award from the City of
Columbia.
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AN AGENCY OF STATE GOVERNMENT

