
WHAT IS A GREAT TOWN? 
(GREAT = GOVERNOR'S RURAL ECONOMIC ACHIEVEME.NT TROPHY) 

In South Carolina, a special designation has been earned by a sel~ct group of communities 
which have exerted considerable effort to prepare for economic development. They are our 
GREAT TOWNS. 

The GREAT TOWN program, initiated in 1976, is a self-help program for communities with a 
population of less than 15,000. The towns voluntarily choose to enter the program and through 
broad community participation, achieve the standards of preparation excellence established 
by the State Development Board. The purpose is to help the small towns organize an industrial 
development program and enhance their ability to successfully support industrial development. 

Briefly, elements of the program which each qualifying community must accomplish are: 

1. Establish a local, nonprofit Development Corporation to promote the program and provide 
funds to secure industrial sites and buildings or erect speculative industrial buildings. 

2. Complete a Comprehensive Community Information Review, acquiring, compiling, and 
publishing current and total economic, industrial, commercial, social and governmental 
information of and by the community. 

3. Prepare an up-to-date Community Promotion Brochure and audiovisual presentation on 
the town. 

4. Identify and secure, with sufficient control to ensure a predetermined price, at least four 
bona fide industrial sites. (Towns served by rail must have at least two sites where rail 
service is feasible.) 

5. Establish and activate a Community Appearance and Quality of Life Committee with the 
responsibility of enhancing the town appearance by involving the townspeople in both 
cosmetic and substantial improvements. 

6. Establish an existing industry program to emphasize the importance of existing industry, 
the value of the growth of these firms to the community, and the free enterprise system. 

7. Organize a well-trained Development team of six members equipped with the information 
needed to present their community and its resources to facility planners. 

The GREAT TOWNS in South Carolina understand the complicated process of industrial develop
ment. By completing this Program, they demonstrate their interest, desire and capability to im
prove the economy and the life of the citizens of South Carolina. 


