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A food processing facility is 

being implemented on St. Helena’s 
Island in conjunction with the 
Farm To School Program to 
provide local vegetables for school-
age children in Beaufort, Jasper, 
and Colleton school districts. 

This will provide community-
based opportunities for local 
farmers. Projected gross sales are 
over $300,000. netting $90,000. to 
local farmers.  

8 Beaufort farmers received 
over 15 hours in Good 
Agricultural Practices (GAPS) 

training. These farmers also 
received materials and manuals 
that will aid them in gaining GAPS 
certification by a 3rd party auditor. 
Plans are to continue efforts in 
assisting these farmers and others 
in gaining their certification. 
Having such certification will allow 
them to sell produce to school 
districts and other major outlets 
that require certification. This is all 
part of the national and global 
initiative to have our food safe.  

Whether it’s food safety certification for high schoolers preparing for 
jobs in the culinary arts in Bluffton or for a commercial kitchen staff of 12 
on Hilton Head learning to be safer , Clemson Extension classes teach the 
community safe and sound ways to accomplish their goals.  

 Horticultural and agricultural 
instruction offered to the public along 
with a wide range of economic and civic 
leadership instruction positively impacts 
the area with their graduates. 
Consultations given to landscape 
professionals resolved an estimated 96 
commercial problems this year alone. 
Beaufort County Master Gardeners 
reported over 4,600 hours of community 
service and education that directly 
assisted12,000 county residents and 
visitors.1500 clients were assisted with a 
variety of horticultural problems. 

    

Arbor Day Tree Planting at 
Farmers Market  

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the 
Clemson University 
Cooperative Extension 
Service is to provide sound, 
scientifically based 
information to South 
Carolinians and help them 
use that information to 
improve the quality of their 
lives. 
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4-H Youth Involved In 2012 National Youth 
Science Experiment 

 
400 Beaufort County youth 

participated in the 2012 4-H 
National Youth Science 
Experiment this year. Part of the 
focus was on an engineering 
project offering a glimpse into the 
future of science, technology and 
math-the Eco-bot Project. 

The Eco-bot project is an 
endeavor to develop systems to 
clean up chemical spills by the 
use of robotics. The Beaufort 
youth were keenly interested in 
developing workable ideas based 
in engineering and modern 
science where problems of this 
complexity could be addressed. 
Obvious to everyone was not only 

the need to be creative and think “outside of the box”, but to be able to 
implement these ideas within a strong grounding framework of math and 
science theory and skills. The more educated and skilled the scientist, the more 
probable they would be to stay on solid track to real-world workable solutions. 
Education and creative thinking would be the two most valuable tools to bring 
to bear on designing and using a workable ecobot capable of being an aid in 
cleanups all over the world. 

Master Gardener Lunch and Listen 
     Horticulturalist and Master 
Gardener Laura Lee Rose is the 
driving force behind this very 
popular learning format for Beaufort 
residents and visitors. All of the 
topics that could be addressed by her 
assembled panel of experts could 
only help the amateur gardener/ 
horticulturalist gain insight on what 
the ‘pros’ do to deal with plant 
problems as they arise. 
     Any and all topics could arise: Fall 
gardening, planting schedules and 
techniques, irrigation, Camellia 
grafting. If there was a question from 
 
 
 
 

any of the informal attendees about 
plants and their care in the 
Lowcountry, these talented and 
casual experts would provide 
solutions to even the thorniest 
issues.                                                               
 

1200 4-H youth participated 
in embryology lifecycle education 
recently in Beaufort County, 
therefore assisting school teachers 
in meeting state science and 
curriculum standards. 

The embryology project is a 
21-day experiment that allowed 
the youth to have a hands-on 
experience. Within the 21 days, 
the students engaged in learning 
about the parts of the eggs, parts 
of the chicken, and observed and 
identified parts of the chick as it 
was developing by inspecting it 
with a flashlight in a dark room. 
This process is called ‘candling’. 
Each student was given a project 
book and was responsible for 
recording what they saw and 
what happened every day during 
the process. 

The students were elated, 
amused, and excited as they 
watched the chicks work their 
way out of their shells. All the 
youth had great fun learning by 
doing.  

Beaufort Youth at State Fair 

Fall Gardening Advice 

 

They once were eggs 



 

Upcoming 20th Anniversary Class 

Personal Visits From Foresters Aid Landowners 
Landowners coping with the 

recession are being helped by 
Area Forestry and Wildlife 
Extension Agent Robert Franklin 
whose advice on dealing with 
their timberland issues translates 
into dollars and sense for an 
already stressed sector of our local 
economy. Counseling them about 
the current down timber market, 
through individual sessions he 
walks them through the 
marketing process, providing 
instructional materials and advice 

about its’ workings. 
Mr.  Franklin strongly advises 

his charges to utilize consulting 
foresters to assist maximizing their 
income in good markets or bad. 
Landowners using Clemson 
recommendations received an 
additional $112.00 per acre for 
their timber harvests. 
 Mr. Franklin also assists in the 
Lowcountry Master Naturalist 
class with its’ ongoing training 
and monitors Beaufort County 
live oaks for health issues while 

also inspecting the county for 
invasive plant species. A very busy 
man in our area, he tirelessly 
promotes the South Carolina 
Tree Farm program in the 
Lowcountry. We are very 
fortunate in our county to have 
such expertise backed up by such 
a formidable organization like 
Clemson University. There are no 
tree problems here that can’t be 
addressed.

 

Beaufort County Senior Leadership  
Clemson Extension sponsors the Beaufort County Leadership 

program. It is managed by Community Development Extension Agent, 
Bob Guinn, and is delivered at various locations throughout the county 
based on the topic being 
covered. This year there are 33 
students and an advisory/ action 
team board of approximately 25 
individuals helping to deliver the 
program. The program consists 
of 13 sessions, approximately 
120 speakers, and an additional 
60 individuals which are 
featured artists, discussion 
panels, and performing groups. 
Each year, members participate 
in conducting research and 
producing a ‘White Paper’ on 
local current issues. These papers 
are presented to the larger class 
on graduation day and then 
distributed to policy and 
political decision makers to 
help promote sound policy 
development. Upon graduation, students are encouraged to become 
civically engaged in their local community and take a leadership role. 
Historically, many students volunteer to be on boards, task forces, or work 
with local civic groups or local churches. 
  
 
 

 
 
Don Ryan Center 
 For Innovation 
 
Clemson Institute for Economic 
and Community Development has 
developed a local program in 
Beaufort County in partnership 
with the Don Ryan Center for 
Innovation as a Bluffton Business 
Incubator. 
 The program now has 9 partners 
with the goal of helping new 
technology companies form and 
develop. The Town of Bluffton 
views the center as a useful 
component in the overall 
economic development of the 
region. 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
With over 475 graduates in the program’s 19-year 

lifespan, research indicates that 70% are still active 3 
years after graduation and volunteering an average of 
170 hours per year towards community projects. This 
represents more than 997 years of volunteer activities 
from our graduates and represents a dollar minimum of 
$3,693,187.00 of volunteer time based on the average of 
$21.79 per volunteer hour. 

   

Staff 
Beverley Connelly-Brown 
4-H Agent 
bconnel@clemson.edu 

  (843) 255-6060, Ext. 113. 
York Glover 
Agricultural Agent 
yglover@clemson.edu 

  (843) 255-6060, Ext.115 
Bob Guinn, Lead Agent 
Economic/Community Dev. 
rguinn@clemson.edu 

  (843) 255-6060, Ext. 116 
Venus Manigo 
Administrative Assistant 
vmanigo@clemson.edu 

  (843) 255-6060, Ext. 114 
Laura Lee Rose 
Horticulture Agent 
lrose@clemson.edu 

  (843) 255-6060, Ext. 117 
 
 
 

 

Beaufort County Extension Service, 
PO Box 189 

Beaufort, SC 29906 

The Cooperative Extension Service offers its programs to people of all ages, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national 
origin, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status and is an equal opportunity employer. 
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