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   Aiken County Master Gardeners delivered Clemson Extension programs to 
over 12,164 people.  Master Gardeners were invited speakers for local 
churches, civic groups, garden clubs, senior centers, and schools.   
 
   Aiken County Master Gardeners provided services and programs unique to 
Aiken County:   
• The third Monday of each month, the Master Gardeners host a Lunch 

Box Series lecture that is free and open to the public.  Lunch Box Series 
lectures were attended by over 1,000 people in 2012.   

• There was a Meet-a-Master Gardener booth at the Aiken Farmers Market 
the first Saturday of each month.  Master Gardeners answered home lawn 
and garden questions for more than 370 clients.     

• Aiken County Master Gardeners almost doubled the number of Rent-a-
Master Gardener home visits in 2012 with 45 visits. 

• Master Gardeners spoke with over 530 people at both the Spring and Fall 
Education Days at the Aiken Farmers Market. 
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The Cooperative Extension Service offers its programs to people of all ages, regardless of race, color, sex, 
religion, national origin, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status and is an 

equal opportunity employer. 

   The mission of the Clemson Extension Master 
Gardener Program is to select, train, and utilize 
knowledgeable volunteers to facilitate the 
educational work of the local Consumer 
Horticulture Agent, by delivering research-based 
information to citizens of the state.   
 

   Master Gardeners in Aiken County 
contributed a total of 5,915 volunteer hours to 
South Carolina Master Gardener endeavors 
during Fiscal Year 2011-2012.  Aiken County 
Master Gardeners drove 36,059 miles to 
conduct Master Gardener business.   
 

 

Number of clients receiving home horticulture advice via the in-office 
Aiken County Master Gardener Help Desk:  641 

http://www.clemson.edu/extension


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The members of the Aiken Family 
and Community Leaders are 
involved in four different clubs in 
the county.  They include the 
Schofield, Wagener and Windsor 
Clubs.  Each club holds monthly 
meetings.  Programs for the 2012 
year were: 
• Money Smarts 
• Bathroom Safety 
• Rainbow of Flavors 
• Pantry Pests 
• Apples in Appealing Ways 
• Seafood at Its Best 
• Refrigerator & Freezer Safety 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to the late Hazel Johnson 
for her many years of dedicated service to 

the Aiken Family and Community 
Leaders Organization. 

 

 
 
 
 
• Grass Masters Program – four part series on basic forage management   
• Private Pesticide Applicators Trainings 
• Cool  Season Forages Field Day  
• Tropical Legumes (warm season legumes)/Pasture Management Field 

Day  
• Beef Cattle/Bull Test Field Day 
• Alfalfa Demonstration Plots 
• Rotational Grazing Demonstration/ Field Day 
• 4 sets of Cool Season Forages Demonstration plots planted 
• Edisto Forage Bull Test (sold 28 bulls; average $2900) 
• Beef Cattle Marketing training for producers 
• Small Ruminant Forages, Goat Field Day 
• Sprayer Calibration Clinic 
• Submitted 38 forage samples to the Southeastern Hay Contest (13 

Southeastern States) results: first, second, third in Legume Baleage, 
second in Warm Season Perennial Hay. 

 

 

Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program 
Blond Simmons, EFNEP Volunteer Coordinator 

  
  The Aiken County First Steps has had a 
wonderful partnership with Clemson Extension 
EFNEP for a number of years. Their missions have 
come together to do programmatic programs for 
the Hispanic population of Aiken County. The 
group is learning English as their second language. 
They are putting their knowledge into action in 
the Expanded Food and Nutrition Education 
Program.  
 Eating Smart Being Active is getting them off 
to a good start for mothers-to-be. They have taken 
MyPlate and incorporated it into their family meal 
planning. Usually they don’t eat a lot of vegetables 
but are now including more into their meals. They 
stated that Myplate is easier to understand than 
MyPyramid.

Connie Lake, Area FCL Agent

 
Aiken County 

By the Numbers 
 

Total number of 
lab samples submitted 

1,704 
 

Soil Samples 
1663 

 

Plant Tissue Samples 
4      
 

Feed & Forage Analysis 
19 

 

Animal Waste Analysis 
18 

 
 



Combining Forest Management and Forest 
Economics Return Through Educational 

Demonstrations 
 

Beth Richardson, Area Forestry Agent
 
 Timber is a very important agricultural crop 
to South Carolina and all of the southern states.  
When times are financially hard, people often turn 
to selling their timber for that needed income.  This 
is why it is so important to always optimally manage 
the timber so that when the money is needed, the 
forest landowner has good quality trees to place on 
the market. 
 Without a doubt, thinning method, timing 
of thinning, and logging crews chosen are three of 
the most important parts of forest management for 
any landowner.  By optimizing growth through 
thinning’s and always taking out the ugly and uglier 
trees, the very best trees are given more room to 
grow.  By age 24, all of the conservation Reserve 
Program demonstration stands were producing pole 
timber.  Poles are valued at about double the value 
of saw timber. 
 During this past year, the stands were toured 
by two groups.  The first tour was the Pee Dee Tree 
Farm tour.  The thinning methods and number of 
thinning’s on these stands generated much 
discussion.  Some landowners realized that they had 
chosen a thinning method that did not optimize 
their timber growth and financial return.             
 The second tour comprised of employees 
from the SC Forestry Commission, the State 
Forester, Gene Kodama, and a few landowners who 
were unable to attend the first tour.  The 
conversation turned to when is a stand financially at 
its peak?  When is a stand mature?  Would it be 
better to wait until stumpage prices rise or would it 
be best to cut the stand when the timber is mature? 
 With the assistance of Dr. Straka, and using 
the forest economic calculator that he assisted in 
developing FORVAL 
(http://www.cfr.msstate.edu/forval/), several 
different scenarios were run to determine if waiting 
for higher prices would be better.  The Scenarios 
were:  
 
 

 
a. clear-cut at age 24 at $1,635.00 per acre 

(actual value),  
b. clear-cut age 26 at $2,500 per acre, and  
c. clear-cut age 28 at $3,000 per acre.  (The 

higher values given at age 26 and age 28 are 
wishful thinking timber prices.)   
The answer is selling the timber stand at the 
earliest age when it is mature.  The quicker one 
can turn over a stand of timber, the higher the 
Internal Rate of Return and the Annual 
Equivalent Value.  To achieve this, forest 
landowners should thin early and thin often to 
 maximize the return on their investment. 

 

 
 

Figure 2. Tree Farmers admiring the 24 year old saw timber 
stand.  US Tree Farmers of the year, Walt and Bill MPhil are 

in the foreground. 

Figure 1. The pole company, Koppers marked the 25 to 50 foot 
poles which were the last trees to be harvested. 

http://www.cfr.msstate.edu/forval/


 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
www.clemson.edu/extension/county/aiken 

 Staff 
Vicky Bertagnolli 
Horticulture Agent  
vbertag@clemson.edu 

  803.649.6297, Ext. 116 
Maria Black 
Administrative Assistant 
mhite@clemson.edu 

  803.649.6297, Ext. 114 
Kevin Campbell 
Area Livestock Agent 
campbe5@clemson.edu 

  864.223.3264 
Greg Henderson 
Regional Lead Agent 
ghndrsn@clemson.edu 

  803.637.3161, Ext. 113 
Connie Lake 
Area 4-H & FCL Agent 
clake@clemson.edul 

  864.445.8117, Ext. 112 
Beth Richardson 
Area Forestry Agent 
mrchrds@clemson.edu 

  803.534.6280, Ext. 30 
Blond Simmons 
EFNEP Volunteer Coordinator 
bsmmns@clemson.edu 
803.649.6297, Ext. 111 
 

 

1555 Richland Ave. East Suite 500 
Aiken, SC 29801 
 

Connie Lake, Area 4-H Agent 
    The 3-day adventure called 4-H Tech Camp was funded through a grant through 

the University of Nebraska 4-H Department.  Twelve youth from Aiken County 
had a fun learning experience learning about technology. 4 -H Tech Camp teaches 
robotics, GPS, and GIS technologies through building and programming a robot, 
geo-tracking, navigation and mapmaking activities.  We help you with step-by-step 
guides and resources.  It’s a real learning adventure!  The youth set up a display 
during the Western Carolina Fair in Aiken to show their 4-H Tech Camp 
Activities.  
 

  
   In the Beech Island area of Aiken County, Casey and Michelle McDermott 
started the Beech Island Explorers 4-H Club.  This community club was 
established three years ago and does a variety of activities and learning experiences.  
This group is heavily involved in community service activities at the local nursing 
center.  For more information about this club, contact the McDermott’s at (803) 
867-9200.  
 
   Devonwood 4-H Horse Club is well underway and very successful.  They meet at 
Devonwood Stables under the guidance of Wendy Garrett, 4-H volunteer.  Youth 
interested in joining the Devonwood 4-H.  Youth interested in joining the 
Devonwood 4-H Club should contact Mrs. Garrett at 803-270-7626. 
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