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Jmagine classrooms without walls...blue skies for bulletin 
boards...wildlife instead of windows...historic artifacts as textbooks. 

The South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism 
delivers these experiences and more through its Discover 
Carolina programs. These programs transform South Carolina 

State Parks and the South Carolina State House 
into living classrooms, providing educational 

opportunities that surpass the 
traditional learning 

experience. 



The State House and state parks feature some of the best 
examples of South Carolina's natural and cultural resources. In 
interpreting these resources, Discover Carolina programs follow 
curriculum standards established by the Department of 
Education. The result is a field study that directly corresponds to 
the subjects students are learning in the classroom, bringing to 
life and allowing kids to personally touch tangible examples, 
concepts and practices in history, science and math. 

African American Monument, State House Grounds 
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Edisto Beach State Park - Bordering on the north
ern boundary of the ACE Basin, Edisto Beach State 
Park has long been a popular remote barrier- and sea 
island park for recreation. But the significant natural 
resources found along its beach, salt marsh and mar
itime forest are also good sources for math, science 
and history education. Through hands-on activities, 
students will explore various coastal issues such as 
conservation and development, and examine possible 
solutions, gaining knowledge and developing critical 
thinking skills that are vital to making informed deci
sions. (Colleton County 843.869.4426) 

Hunting Island State Park - Hunting Island is an 
island in transition. Every second of every century, 
barrier islands are constantly changed by nature's 
forces. Through hands-on activities, on-site explo
ration and unique encounters, students investigate the 
natural processes of a barrier island and how the 
plants and animals survive in its harsh and inhos
pitable environments. 
(Beaufort County - 843.838.7437) 

Huntington Beach State Park - With its marshes, 
maritime forest, and beach, the educational focus of 
Huntington Beach will foster understanding of how nat

ural communities are interdependent on each other 
and dependent on us. To protect our natural heritage, 
we must learn that we are part of, not apart from, the 
natural world. Through observation and hands-on 
activities, students gain an understanding of the impor
tance of the resources found on this park and enhance 
their appreciation of environmental issues facing their 
own communities. 
(Georgetown County - 843.237.8755) 

Lee State Natural Area - Provides students with a 
foundation for understanding watershed stewardship. 
Investigation of the state scenic Lynches River, and its 
associated hardwood floodplain forest allows students 
the opportunity to develop data collection and analysis 
skills, discover aquatic organisms and water quality 
parameters, and to debate water conservation issues. 
These programs will focus on the long-term protection 
of the Lynches River watershed. 
(Lee County 803.428.5307) 

Mountain Bridge Wilderness Area (Jones Gap 
and Caesars Head State Parks) - The Mountain 
Bridge Wilderness Area covers more than 10,000 
acres of exceptional mountain habitat including Jones 
Gap and Caesars Head state parks. Education at this 
site strives to foster an understanding and apprecia-



tion of the Mountain Bridge, the Southern Appalachian 
Mountains and the Blue Ridge Escarpment. Through 
expert instruction and hands-on field experiences, 
students can investigate the ecology, hydrology and 
geology of the area. 
(Greenville County - Caesars Head 864.836.6115; 
Jones Gap 864.836.3647) 

Myrtle Beach State Park - Among the development 
of the Grand Strand, Myrtle Beach State Park remains a 
green island oasis where visitors can learn to appreciate 
the importance of our coastal natural resources. 
Through exploration, hands-on activities and personal 
experiences, students can learn about these resources, 
the importance of protecting them, and the need for their 
continued existence in highly developed areas. 
(Horry County - or 843.238.0874) 

Sesquicentennial State Park - Offers students excit
ing, hands-on programs that develop skills in the Natural 
Sciences while exploring sandhill forests, wetland com
munities and pine forest habitats. Students will scientifi
cally investigate local environments, explore organisms 
and their relationships, and develop a better understand
ing of their community. Sesqui offers a glimpse into the 

relationship between humans and the natural environ
ment in this unique, urban green space. 
(Richland County - 803.788.2706 or 803.788.8332) 

Table Rock State Park - Education at Table Rock 
State Park encourages responsible use and stewardship 
by fostering an awareness and appreciation of Table 
Rock Mountain, the surrounding watershed, and its 
associated natural resources. Through exploration and 
hands-on activities, students can learn of the interde
pendence within the natural world. 
(Pickens County - 864.878.9813) 

Paris Mountain State Park - A protected watershed 
for more than 100 years, Paris Mountain State Park is a 
living outdoor classroom within minutes of downtown 
Greenville. Students can have the memorable experi
ence of getting into the forest, and even into the creek, 
as they conduct scientific field investigations that include 
collecting organisms, making quantitative measure
ments, and interpreting their findings. Programs stress 
the importance of forests in providing good water quality, 
and encourage responsible stewardship as well as an 
appreciation for the natural world. 
(Greenville County - 864-244-5565) 



Andrew Jackson State Park - As students visit the boy
hood home of Andrew Jackson they discover the nature of 
life in South Carolina's colonial backcountry and its influ
ence on a president's development. Basically students learn 
what life was like when Andrew Jackson was a youth, his 
experiences and how their own lives compare with those of 
the early frontier settlers. 
(Lancaster County - 803.285.3344) 

Charles Towne Landing - Through tours, living history 
demonstrations, hands-on activities and audio-visual pro
grams, students visiting Charles Towne Landing investigate 
the experience of settlers and Native Americans at the first 
permanent English settlement in South Carolina. In the 
process, they gain an understanding of early settlers' 
lifestyles and the natural history of the region circa 1670. 
(Charleston County - 843.852.4200) 

Hampton Plantation State Historic Site - Hampton 
Plantation was once a prosperous rice plantation bustling 
with life and activity. Some of South Carolina's most promi
nent families as well as an extensive labor force of 
enslaved Africans inhabited the plantation over the years. 
Discover Carolina at Hampton will allow students to explore 
such topics as slavery, the complex web of plantation rela

tionships, architecture, and rice culture. 
(Charleston County - 843.546.9361) 

Kings Mountain State Park - Kings Mountain State Park 
through the Living History Farm interprets the agricultural 
life in the South Carolina upcountry between 1840 and 
1940. The site's buildings, technology and domestic collec
tions reflect the changing home life and work life of yeoman 
farmers and their families. Here students learn about the 
skills, technology and values that these farm families used 
to survive. (York and Cherokee counties - 803.222.3209) 

Oconee Station State Historic Site - Educational pro
grams at Oconee Station focus on South Carolina's western 
frontier history during the years immediately following the 
American Revolution. Students explore the historical inter
actions between European settlers and Native Americans 
and learn how human occupation of the frontier changed 
the land. Programs involve examination of the site's natural 
and cultural resources, which include scenic landscapes, an 
18th-century frontier outpost and an early 19th -century 
trading post. (Oconee County - 864.638.0079) 

Colonial Dorchester State Historic Site - Education at 
Colonial Dorchester focuses on the process of discovery 



through archaeology. By investigating the social, economic 
and material history of the site, students gain an understand
ing of a colonial village and the interaction of its citizens as a 
community. Our goal is to foster a greater commitment to 
protecting the archeological and historical resources of the 
state. 
(Dorchester County -843.873.7475) 

Redcliffe Plantation State Historic Site - Discover the 
home of James Henry Hammond, cotton planter and politi
cian of antebellum South Carolina, and the stories behind 
three successive generations of the Hammond descendents. 
Students will explore architecture, furnishings, and art collec
tions to understand the economic, cultural and societal 
changes in South Carolina between 1855 and 1975. 
Interpreter-led activities will allow students to make connec
tions between the history of Redcliffe's families and the 
broader story of South Carolina's development. 
(Aiken County - 803.827.1473) 

Musgrove Mill State Historic Site - Musgrove Mill cap
tures a moment that shows what a true "civil war" the 

r 

American Revolution was. When students visit the site of the 
August 19, 1780 Battle of Musgrove's Mill, they learn first 
hand what it was like living and fighting in the South Carolina 
Backcountry. The 3rd grade program is based around the 
battle and the people who fought in it. Students get an 
in-depth look at the battle, as well as a costumed interpreta
tion of a Backcountry Rifleman similar to the ones that would 
have fought at Musgrove's Mill. Students will take part in a 
mock 18th-century drill and weapon demonstration. The 8th 
grade program focuses on the Musgrove family and their role 
in history. Students get firsthand experience in using histori
cal interpretation through the various resources available on 
the park. 
(Laurens, Spartanburg and Union counties - 864.938.0100) 

South Carolina State House - While touring South 
Carolina's most recognizable historic structure, students will 
learn first hand the history of our state through this magnifi
cent building's architecture and history and the state's legisla
tive process. Students will gain not only a respect for the past 
but a sense of responsibility for the future. 
(Richland Country - 803.734.2430) 
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For more information: 

SCPRT 
Discover Carolina 
1205 Pendleton St., Room 201 
Columbia, SC 29201 

803-734-0156 

www.discovercarolina.com 
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