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AN DDRESS BY SENATOR JOH D. LO G 0 THE 
CONFEDERATE BATTLE FLAG 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate: 

First, permit me to acknowledge my indebtedness and give thanks 
to Dr. J. H . Easterby of the South arolina Archives Department, 
also to Profes or E. Melton oulter, Professor of History in the 
University of Georgia, and to the Historical Quarterly edited and 
published by the Georgia Historical Society at the University of 
Georgia at Athens, Georgia, for the historical information contained 
in my remarks on this occasion. 

The Confederate Battle Flag hanging officially beside Old Glory 
and the Palmetto State Flag in the enate Chamber is the symbol 
of the only nation known to history whose soldiers wore themselves 
out whipping and chasing the armies of the enemy and thus lost a 
war by utter exhaustion and collapse. 

During its short life span the Confederate States of America had 
many different flags but only one battle flag. The Confederate Battle 
Flag is of chief interest to us and it is appropriate that our attention 
be directed to it. 

The first provisional flag of the Confederacy was called the Stars 
and Bars and it looked so much like the Stars and Stripes that the 
similarity caused much confu ion on both sides during the smoke 
and fury of the battle of First Manassas (called Bull's Run by the 
Yankees) . It led each side to charge the other with having used each 
other 's flag for purposes of deception. And particularly a unit in 
this battle which turned out to be Confederate and which brought 
victory to the Confederates, was for a time anxiously viewed by 
both ides, each hoping it to be their own. 

ut of thi situation aro e the famous Confederate Battle Flag, 
the flag which i o widely waved today and generally considered 
the National Flag of the on ferteracy. 

Immediately after th battle i oth General P. G. T. Beauregard 
and General Joseph E. Johnson, decided that the Stars and Bars 
should no longer be used by the Confederate Armies under their 
command. 

General Beauregard thought that the solution of the dilemma lay 
in supplanting the Star and Bars with another Confederate Flag 
and in pursuance of the idea he wrote to William Porcher Miles 
of South Carolina, who had been appointed Chairman of the Flag 
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Committee in the Montgomery Convention, to have the provisional 
Congress of the Confederate States supplant the Stars and Bars with 
another Confederate Flag. 

Miles replied on August 27, 1861, that he, too, thought that the 
Stars and Bars should be changed and that he had never favored 
its adoption. He felt that the question of a new flag should be left 
to the Congress of the permanent government, which would come 
into existence the next year, actually February 22, 1862. 

In the meantime the editor of the Southern Literary Messenger 
(Richmond, Va.), Volume 34 (January, 1862), page 67, said that 
everybody was tired of looking at the Stars and Bars, which re
sembled the Yankee flag, "and that is enough to make it utterly 
detestable." 

Thereupon Beauregard and Johnson, with General Gustavus VI/. 
Smith of the Shenandoah Command ag-reeing, decided to devise a 
battle flag of their own. Many designs were submitted to this group 
of Generals . 

The one finally chosen in September was the flag that Miles had 
originally urged on Congress in tead of the Stars and Bars and so 
history record that to a South Carolinian belongs the honor of de
signing the famous Confederate Battle Flag. 

And for that reason there is a unique and added appropriateness 
to the hanging of this famous and beloved banner in the legislative 
halls of the General Assembly of the State of South ·Carolina, the 
first State to secede from the Union in the formation of the Con
federacy. 

The flag was to be a square at the instance of General Johnson, 
four feet by four for infantry, three feet by three for artillery, two 
and one-half feet by two and one-half for cavalry. It was a red field, 
across which from corner to corner ran a St. Andrew's cross in blue, 
in which were set 13 white stars. The blue eros was separated from 
the reel field by a small white fillet or border. 

The three colors used in the flag are red, white and blue. The 
colors are well contrasted and dlll·able. It is significant that the 
colors are emblematic of the three great virtues of valor, purity and 
truth and are the same colors adopted by the fir t American republic. 
Thereby tradition ran true from the old to the new. 

Like the Stars and Bars this flag was never adopted by Congress, 
but the War Department issued it to the troops and thereby gave its 
approval. The flag soon came to be carried in all the Confederate 
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armies and after the first battle of Manassas was used throughout 
the remainder of the War. The Confederate Battle Flag thus came to 
be honored and loved both by soldiers and civilians as the Flag of 
the Confederacy. 

However, the flag could not be used on ships at sea for it could 
not be reversed as a sign of distress, since it was the same in either 
position. Therefore the avy used the Stars and Bars until suc
cessive national flags, three in number, were adopted by the Congress 
and such use is the extent of their historical significance. 

And now so much for the history of the Confederate Battle Flag 
which is the flag that is universally known and recognized as the 
flag of the Confederacy. The banner is often referred to as the? ' 
symbol of the lost cause. Be that as it may there are those who bej 
lieve, nevertheless, that no cau e is lost whose principle is right. 

The nation the Confederate Battle Flag represented perished at 
Appomattox but the flag waves on. The men who fought and died 
under the folds now furled won the admiration of the world by 
their valor. Let me close with the tribute of a great English poet to 
valor that befits so aptly the Confederate cause and the Confederate 
soldier in risking all against invasion of their homeland. 

"For how could man die better
Than facing fearful odds-
For the ashes of his fathers
For the temples of his gods!" 

* * * 

The Confederate Battle Flag was draped in the Senate under the 
following Senate Resolution unanimously adopted Tuesday, April 
10, 1956: 

S. 749.-Mr. LONG: A enate Resolution to provide for the 
draping of the Battle Flag of the Southern Confederacy in the Cham
ber of the Senate of the State of South Carolina: 

Whereas, the Battle Flag of the Southern Confederacy represents • 
an era in the history of America immortalized in the hearts of all 
Southerners, and 

Whereas, this Flag symbolizes the divine cause of human freedom 
for which our forefathers fought and for which the men, women and 
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children of the South displayed a courage and devotion to duty un

paralleled in the hi tory of the world, and 

Wheteas, the Battle Flag of the Southern Confederacy inspires 

our dedication to the resurrection of truth with glorious and eternal 
vindication, and 

Whereas, the Battle Flag of the Confederacy does not hang in the 

Senate Chamber, and 

Whereas, it is believed that the flag should have such a place. Now, 
therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate of the State of South Carolina: 

That a committee of three from the Senate composed of the Chair

man of the Finance Committee, the Chairman of the Judiciary Com

mittee, and the hairman of the Education Committee, act with 

the Clerk of the Senate to secure a Battle Flag of the Southern Con

federacy, select an appror riate place in the Chamber of the Senate, 

and supervi e the draping of the flag. Such expenses as are neces
sary in the purchase o( the flag and for the installation shall be paid 

from the approved accounts of the Senate. 

* * * 

The Stars and Stripes of the United State , the Palmetto State 

Flag of South Carolina and the Confederate Battle Flag of the 

Confederate tates of merica now are draped above the ro trum of 

the Senate with the following plaque: 

FLAGS 

OF 

THE OVEREIGN PEOPLE 

AND 

THESE ATE 

SOUTH CAROL! A 

1956 


