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South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 
State Lakes Program

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources State Lakes 
Program is designed to provide fishing to the public in areas of the 
state where the opportunity is lacking or where there are few public 
fishing lakes.  This program provides over 1,500 acres of public fishing 
in South Carolina. 

Proper lake management provides quality fishing for a variety of 
popular game fish species including largemouth bass, bluegill and 
shellcracker.  In addition to these species, the department has also 
stocked large numbers of channel catfish.  This trophy fish combines 
good "fishing" qualities with excellent table fare.

The SCDNR State Lakes provide anglers the opportunity to fish from 
the bank, a pier and even a boat in some locations.

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources hopes that 
every visitor to a State Lake has the opportunity to enjoy the fun and 
relaxation fishing provides. 

Equal Opportunity Agency
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Lake Edgar Brown is a 100-acre lake 
providing fishing for largemouth bass, 
bluegill, shellcracker and channel catfish. 
A portion of the lake is used for boating 
and water skiing. Lake Edgar Brown offers 
a boat ramp, fishing pier and is handicap 
accessible.  The lake is open to fishing 24 
hours a day. The lake is open for other 
allowed purposes from one-half hour 
before official sunrise until one-half hour 
after official sunset.

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.

2. Vehicles are restricted to roads and designated access areas only. No 
motorized vehicles of any type allowed on dikes.

3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only; no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 
horses allowed on these trails.

4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.

5. Motor powered boats are allowed. Only outboard motors rated at 10 
horsepower or less are allowed north of Wellington Road.

6. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 
on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department.

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Gas outboards of 10 hp 
or less, 10 horsepower 

or less allowed north of 
Wellington Rd.

3
3 

(16 inches 
or longer) 

20 yes

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species, 
except no size limit for crappie.

Lake Edgar Brown
Barnwell County
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Property Location
Latitude: 33.254 Longitude: -81.368

How do I get there?
l From Barnwell, travel west on Main Street/SC Hwy 70 for 0.2 miles. Turn right 

onto Reynolds Road and travel 0.5 miles. Turn left onto Wellington Road. In 
approximately 0.5 miles, parking areas will be on both sides of the road to 
fishing trail bank access.
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Lake Cherokee is a 50-acre lake that offers 
a boat ramp, fishing pier and is handicap 
accessible. Fishing opportunities include 
largemouth bass, bluegill, shellcracker 
and channel catfish. The lake is open to 
fishing 24 hours a day. The lake is open 
for other allowed purposes from one-half 
hour before official sunrise until one-half 
hour after official sunset.

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.

2. Vehicles are restricted to roads and designated access areas only.

3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only; no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 
horses allowed on these trails.

4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.

5. Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle or electric trolling 
motors.

6. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 
on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department.

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Paddle or electric trolling 
motor only 3 3 20 yes

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species, 
except no size limit for crappie.

 

Lake Cherokee
Cherokee County
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Property Location
Latitude: 35.042 Longitude: -81.572

How do I get there?
l Bank Access:  From Gaffney, take E Frederick Street (SC 18) south for 

approximately 1 mile. Turn left onto Wilkinsville Hwy (SC 105) south. Travel 4.3 
miles and turn left onto Victory Trail Road (SC 329 N). Travel 1.1 miles and turn 
left onto Smith Road. Travel 0.1 mile and turn right onto Old McKown Farm 
Road. Access will be approximately 400 feet ahead on your left. 

l Pier Access:  From Gaffney, take E Frederick Street (SC 18) south for 
approximately 1 mile. Turn left onto Wilkinsville Hwy (SC 105) south. Travel 3.7 
miles and turn left onto Lake Cherokee Road. Pier at the end.
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Lake Thicketty
Cherokee County 

Lake Thicketty is a 100-acre lake 
that offers a boat ramp and fishing 
opportunities for largemouth bass, 
bluegill, shellcracker and channel catfish. 
The lake is open to fishing 24 hours a 
day. The lake is open for other allowed 
purposes from one-half hour before 
official sunrise until one-half hour after 
official sunset.

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.

2. Vehicles are restricted to roads and designated access areas only.

3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only, no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 
horses allowed on these trails.

4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.

5. Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle, electric trolling 
motors or outboard motors rated at 10 horsepower or less.

6. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 
on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department.

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Paddle, electric trolling 
motor or gas outboards 
with 10 horsepower or 

less 

3 3 20 yes

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species, 
except no size limit for crappie.
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Latitude:  35.079 Longitude: -81.782

How do I get there?
 l From Gaffney on I-85 S, take exit 87 Road 39. Merge onto Old Post Road and 

turn right onto Macedonia Road (State Road S-11-39). Travel 1.4 miles and turn 
left onto James Road. Take an immediate left onto Trout View Road. Road dead 
ends at Lake Thicketty.

Property Location
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Lake Oliphant is a 40-acre lake providing 
fishing for largemouth bass, bluegill, 
shellcracker and catfish. The lake offers a 
boat ramp, fishing pier and is handicap 
accessible.  The lake is open on Monday, 
Wednesday and Saturday, from one-half 
hour before sunrise to one-half hour after 
official sunset. 

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.
2. No minnows allowed for bait.
3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only; no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 

horses allowed on these trails.
4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.
5. Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle or electric trolling 

motors.
6. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 

on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department.

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Electric trolling motor 
only 3 3 10 no

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species, 
except no size limit for crappie.

Lake Oliphant
Chester County
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Latitude: 34.796 Longitude: -81.187

How do I get there?
l From Chester, take SC Hwy 72 E/Saluda Street/Hwy 121 towards Rock Hill for 

approximately 6 miles. Turn left onto Hillbright Road/State Road 194. Travel 
1.0 mile and continue straight onto SC Hwy 909 N/Aaron Burr Road. Travel 2.4 
miles and turn right onto Darby Road/State Road 190. Travel 0.2 miles and turn 
left onto Oliphant Lake Road/State Road 569.

Property Location
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Mountain Lakes project includes two 
lakes located a couple miles southwest 
of Chester off SC 17. Mountain Lake 1 is 
42-acres and offers fishing for largemouth 
bass, bluegill, shellcracker and channel 
catfish.  The lake has a fishing pier, a boat 
ramp and is handicap accessible.  The lake 
is open on Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 
and Sunday from one-half hour before 
official sunrise to one-half hour after 
official sunset.

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.

2. Vehicles are restricted to roads and designated access areas only.

3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only; no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 
horses allowed on these trails.

4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.

5. No minnows allowed for bait.

6. Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle or electric trolling 
motors. 

7. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 
on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department.

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Paddle or electric trolling 
motor only 3 1 10 no

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species, 
except no size limit for crappie.

Mountain Lakes 1
Chester County
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Latitude: 34.655 Longitude: -81.253

How do I get there?
l From Chester, head southwest towards Carlisle on SC Hwy 72 W/SC Hwy 121 for 

approximately 4 miles.  Turn left onto Mountain Lakes Road.  Travel 1.2 miles 
and turn right onto Carlisle White Road.  Travel 0.2 miles and the access will be 
on your left.   

Property Location
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Mountain Lakes includes two lakes located 
a couple miles southwest of Chester off 
SC 17.  Mountain Lake 2 is 7-acres and 
offers fishing for largemouth bass, bluegill, 
shellcracker and channel catfish.  The 
lake has a fishing pier and is handicap 
accessible.  The lake is  open on Tuesday, 
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday from one-
half hour before official sunrise to one-half 
hour after official sunset.

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.

2. Vehicles are restricted to roads and designated access areas only.

3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only; no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 
horses allowed on these trails.

4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.

5. No minnows allowed for bait.

6. Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle or electric trolling 
motors. 

7. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 
on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department.

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Electric trolling motor 
only 3 1 10 no

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species, 
except no size limit for crappie.

Mountain Lakes 2
Chester County
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Property Location
Latitude: 34.655 Longitude: -81.263

How do I get there?
l From Chester, head southwest towards Carlisle on SC Hwy 72 W/SC Hwy 121 

for approximately 4 miles.  Turn left onto Mountain Lakes Road. Travel 1.2 miles 
and turn right onto Carlisle White Road.  Travel 0.7 miles and the access will be 
on your left.  
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Dargan’s Pond is a 50-acre fishing lake 
located off Interstate 95 in Darlington 
County.  Anglers may catch largemouth 
bass, bluegill or shellcracker.  The lake 
offers a boat ramp, fishing pier, picnic 
access and is handicap accessible.  The lake 
is open on Wednesday and Saturday only 
from March 1 through  September 30, from 
one-half hour before official sunrise to 
one-half hour after official sunset. 

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.
2. Trails are for walking or fishing access only; no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 

horses allowed on these trails.
3. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.
4. Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle or electric trolling 

motors.
5. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 

on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department.

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Paddle or electric trolling 
motor only 3

3 
(with only 1 
16 inches or 

longer) 

20 yes

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species.

Property Location

Dargan’s Pond
Darlington County
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Latitude: 34.301 Longitude: -79.729

How do I get there?
l From I-95, take exit 170 SC 327 N/N Williston Road. Travel north on N Williston 

Road/SC 327 for 1.5 miles. The road will continue as Georgetown Road for 1.1 
miles. Then turn left on the dirt road. Travel 0.3 miles. The road deadends at 
Dargan’s Pond.
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Star Fort
Greenwood County

Star Fort Pond is a 22-acre lake that 
provides fishing for largemouth bass, 
bluegill, shellcracker and channel catfish.  
The lake has a fishing pier and is handicap 
accessible.  The lake is open to fishing only 
on Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, from 
April 1 through  November 1 from one-half 
hour before official sunrise to one-half hour 
after official sunset.

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.
2. No minnows allowed for bait.
3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only; no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 

horses allowed on these trails.
4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.
5. Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle or electric trolling 

motors.
6. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 

on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Paddle or electric trolling 
motor only 3 3 10 no

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species, 
except no size limit for crappie.
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Property Location
Latitude: 34.147 Longitude: -82.01

How do I get there?
l From Ninety Six, take Hwy 246 S toward Saluda. Go approximately 2 miles and 

turn right on Kinard Road towards Epworth. Travel approximately 0.25 miles 
and the lake will be on your right.
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Lake George Warren is a 400-acre 
watershed providing fishing for largemouth 
bass, bluegill, shellcracker and channel 
catfish.  The lake offers a boat ramp, fishing 
pier, picnic area, restrooms and is handicap 
accessible. The lake is open to fishing 24 
hours a day.  The lake is open for other 
allowed purposes from one-half hour 
before official sunrise until one-half hour 
after official sunset.

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.

2. Vehicles are restricted to roads and designated access areas only.

3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only; no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 
horses allowed on these trails.

4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.

5. Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle, electric trolling 

motors or outboard motors rated at 10 horsepower or less.

6. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 
on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department. 

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Paddle or electric troll-
ing or gas outboard 10 

horsepower or less  
3 3 20 yes

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species, 
except no size limit for crappie.

Lake George Warren
Hampton County
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Property Location
Latitude: 32.831 Longitude: -81.173

How do I get there?
l From Hampton, take US 278 E/Elm Street West for 1.3 miles. Turn right onto US 

601 S/1st Street W. Travel 4.7 miles and turn right onto Hope Well Road (S-25-
41). Travel 1.6 miles and turn right onto dirt road into access area. 

l From Hampton, take US 278 E/Elm Street West for 0.6 mile. Turn right onto SC 
363 W/Shaw Drive. Travel 3.2 miles and turn left onto Lake Warren Road. Travel 
1.3 miles and turn right onto State Park Drive. The pier will be 0.2 miles down 
the road on your right.
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Webb Center Lakes are two small lakes 
(7-acres and 10-acres in size) located at the 
Webb Wildlife Center.  Both lakes provide 
fishing opportunity for largemouth bass, 
bluegill, shellcracker and catfish. The lakes are 
open for fishing Monday through Saturday 
from one-half hour before official sunrise until 
one-half hour after official sunset except for 
Monday afternoons, Tuesday mornings, Friday 
afternoon and Saturday morning during 
scheduled deer hunts from October 1 through 
January 1. 

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.

2. Vehicles are restricted to roads and designated access areas only.

3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only, no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 
horses allowed on these trails.

4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.

5. No minnows allowed for bait.

6. Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle or electric trolling 
motors. 

7. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 
on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department.

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Paddle or electric trolling 
motor only  No limit 10 30 no

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species, 
except no size limit for crappie.

Webb Center Lakes
Hampton County
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Property Location
Latitude: 32.602 Longitude: -81.313

How do I get there?
l Take Highway 321 south from the Town of Estill, go about 10 miles to the Town 

of Garnett. Turn right onto Augusta Stagecoach Road, go about 3 miles, turn 
left at the Webb Wildlife Center entrance and follow the signs to the lakes.

DUNN POND

BOGGY
BR

ANCH

0 0.15 0.30.075
Miles

.
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Lancaster Reservoir
Lancaster County

Lancaster Reservoir is a 60-acre lake 
providing fishing for largemouth bass, 
bluegill, shellcracker and channel catfish.  
The lake offers a boat ramp and several 
fish attractors.  The lake is open on 
Thursday and Saturday from one-half hour 
before official sunrise to one-half hour 
after official sunset.

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.
2. No minnows allowed for bait.
3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only; no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 

horses allowed on these trails.
4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.
5. Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle or electric trolling 

motors.
6. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 

on department lake properties, except as by special permit from  the 
department.

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Paddle or electric trolling 
motor only  3

2 
(16 inches 
or longer)

20 bream no

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species.
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Property Location
Latitude: 34.702 Longitude: -80.75

How do I get there?
l From Lancaster, travel southeast on S Main Street/US 521 S towards Elgin for 0.8 

miles. Take a slight left on US 521 S/S Main Street to stay on 521 for 0.4 miles. 
Turn right to continue on US 521 S. Travel 0.4 miles and take a left onto Twilight 
Road (State Road S-29-256). Reservoir on your right.
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Sunrise Lake
Lancaster County

Sunrise Lake in Lancaster County is a 25- 
acre lake providing fishing for largemouth 
bass, shellcracker, bluegill and channel 
catfish.  The lake offers a small picnic area 
and boat ramp.  The lake is open to fishing 
on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday, 
from one-half hour before official sunrise 
to one-half hour after official sunset. 

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.
2. No minnows allowed for bait.
3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only; no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 

horses allowed on these trails.
4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.
5. Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle or electric trolling 

motors.
6. Entry to this property is allowed from Boyd Faile Road only.
7. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 

on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Paddle or electric trolling 
motor only  3 2 10 no

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species.
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Property Location
Latitude: 34.619 Longitude: -80.672

How do I get there?
l From Heath Springs, travel north on US 521 N/Main Street for 1.6 miles. Turn 

right onto Boyd Faile Road (State Road S-29-159). Travel 0.5 miles and turn left 
onto Sunrise Lake drive. Gravel road dead ends into the parking lot.
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Lake Ashwood
Lee County

Lake Ashwood is a 75-acre lake providing 
fishing for largemouth bass, bluegill, 
shellcracker and channel catfish.   Lake 
Ashwood offers a boat ramp, fishing pier 
picnic area and is handicap accessible.   
The lake is open from one-half hour before 
official sunrise until one-half hour after 
official sunset every day except Tuesday. 

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.

2. No minnows allowed as bait.

3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only; no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 
horses allowed on these trails.

4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.

5. Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle, electric trolling 
motors or outboard motors rated at 10 horsepower or less. 

6. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 
on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department.

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Paddle, electric trolling 
motor or gas outboard 
10 horsepower or less

3 3 15 no

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species, 
except no size limit for crappie.
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Property Location
Latitude: 34.103 Longitude: -80.318

How do I get there?
l From Bishopville, take US-15 S/N Main Street south for 9.3 miles. The first access 

area will be on your right.
l  From Bishopville, take US-15 S/N Main Street south for 9.6 miles. Turn right 

onto Lake Ashwood Road and travel 0.1 mile and access will be on your right.
l  From Bishopville, take US-15 S/N Main Street south for 9.6 miles. Turn right 

onto Lake Ashwood Road and travel 0.2 mile and access road will be on your 
right.
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Lake Paul Wallace is a 300-acre fertilized lake 
providing fishing for bluegill, shellcracker and 
channel catfish.  The fishing side of the lake is 
open to boats with motors 10 horsepower or 
less only.  The boating side of the lake (west 
of the earthen dike) allows for boats and 
waterskiing.  Note all boat traffic must follow 
a counter-clockwise route of travel.  Adjacent 
to the lake is a diversion canal that also offers 
fishing, boating and water skiing.  The lake 

offers a boat ramp, fishing pier and picnic area. The lake is open to fishing 24 hours a day. 
The lake is open for other allowed purposes from one-half hour before official sunrise 
until one-half hour after official sunset.

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on the 

number of these devices applies.
2. No minnows allowed for bait.
3. Vehicles are restricted to roads and designated access areas only.
4. Trails are for walking or fishing access only, no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 

horses allowed on these trails.
5. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.
6. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited on 

department lake properties, except as by special permit from the department.
7. Lake may be closed for special use activities by special permit of the 

department.
8. Lake Wallace Fishing Side (East of the earthen dike that separates the two lake 

portions)  
     - Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle, electric    
        trolling motors or outboard motors rated at 10 horsepower or less.

9. Lake Wallace Boating Side (West of the earthen dike which separates the two 
lake portions) 
     - Boats and water skiing are allowed and must follow a counter-clockwise   
        route of travel.

              - Jet Ski or personal watercraft are allowed but not within 200 feet of boats.
              - All other South Carolina watercraft rules and regulations apply.

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream Creel/ 
Size Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Fishing side – Paddle, electric 
trolling motor or outboard 

motors 10 horsepower or less
3 Catch & 

Release only 20 no

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species, except no 
size limit for crappie.

Lake Paul Wallace
Malboro County
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Property Location
Latitude: 34.641 Longitude: -79.676

How do I get there?
l From Bennettsville, travel northeast on E Main Street towards Marlboro Street for 

0.5 miles. Turn left onto N Cook Street/SC 385. Travel 1.9 miles and turn left onto 
Beauty Spot Road (S-35-47). Travel 0.5 miles and park along the dirt area just off the 
roadside.

l From Bennettsville, travel northeast on E Main Street towards Marlboro Street for 
0.5 miles. Turn left onto N Cook Street/SC 385 and travel 0.6 miles. Turn left onto 
Country Club Drive (S-35-220). Travel 0.3 miles and the parking for access will be on 
your right.

l From Bennettsville, travel northeast on E Main Street towards Marlboro Street for 
0.5 miles. Turn left onto N Cook Street/SC 385 and travel 1.1 miles. Turn left onto 
Wallace Road (S-35-17) and in approximately 150 feet turn left into parking area.
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Lake Edwin B. Johnson is a 40-acre lake, 
located at the end of SC State Road 359 off 
SC State Road 295 between Spartanburg 
and Pacolet, providing fishing for 
largemouth bass, shellcracker and channel 
catfish.  The lake is open one-half hour 
before official sunrise until one-half hour 
after official sunset seven days a week. 

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.
2. No minnows allowed for bait.
3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only; no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 

horses allowed on these trails.
4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.
5. Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle or electric trolling 

motors.
6. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 

on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department.

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Paddle or electric trolling 
motor only  3 3 10 no

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species, 
except no size limit for crappie.

Lake Edwin B. Johnson
Spartanburg County



35

Property Location
Latitude: 34.88 Longitude: -81.836

How do I get there?
l From Spartanburg, take Hwy 295 east about 3 miles to the Town of Whitestone. 

Turn right at the Lake Edwin Johnson sign. This is Lake Johnson Road, continue 
to follow where it dead ends at the lake.
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Jonesville Reservoir 25 acres provide 
fishing for largemouth bass, bluegill, 
shellcracker and channel catfish.  The 
lake offers a fishing pier, boat ramp, 
picnic area and is handicap accessible.  
The lake is open on Monday, Wednesday 
and Saturday only, from one-half hour 
before official sunrise to one-half hour 
after official sunset. 

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.
2. No minnows allowed for bait.
3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only; no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 

horses allowed on these trails.
4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.
5. Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle or electric trolling 

motors.
6. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 

on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department.

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Paddle or electric trolling 
motor only  3 3 10 no

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species, 
except no size limit for crappie.

Jonesville Reservoir
Union County
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Latitude: 34.855 Longitude: -81.681

How do I get there?
l From Jonesville, take Hwy 18/Pacolet Street towards Gaffney for approximatley 

1 mile. Turn left onto Reservoir Road and continue to end.

Property Location
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Lake John D. Long is an 80-acre fertilized 
lake providing fishing for largemouth 
bass, bluegill, shellcracker and channel 
catfish.  The lake offers a boat ramp, 
fishing pier and is handicap accessible.  
The lake is open from one-half hour 
before official sunrise until one-half hour 
after official sunset.

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.

2. Vehicles are restricted to roads and designated access areas only.

3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only; no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 
horses allowed on these trails.

4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.

5. No minnows allowed for bait.

6. Boats are allowed, but may only be propelled by paddle or electric trolling 
motors.

7. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 
on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department.

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

Paddle or electric trolling 
motor only  3 3 10 no

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species, 
except no size limit for crappie.

Lake John D. Long
Union County
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Property Location
Latitude: 34.775 Longitude: -81.511

How do I get there?
l From Lockhart, take Hwy 49/Woodside Drive towards Union for 2.6 miles. Turn 

right on John D Long Lake Road. Other access can be reached by leaving John 
D Long Lake Road and turning left onto SC Hwy 49. Travel 0.2 miles and take a 
slight left onto SC Hwy 105. Travel 1.9 miles and turn left onto SC Hwy 9. Travel 
on Hwy 9 for 2.2 miles to a left on Black Bottom Road. Continue to follow Black 
Bottom Road by veering at curve to the right. Lake at the end.
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Draper WMA Lakes
York County

Draper WMA State Lakes are three fishing 
lakes totaling eight acres, all of which 
offer fishing for largemouth bass, bluegill, 
shellcracker and channel catfish.  The 
lakes vary in size with the smallest at one 
acre and the largest at five acres.  Daily 
creel limits are combined for all ponds.  
Lakes open for fishing from one-half hour 
before official sunrise to one-half hour 
after official sunset, every day except 
Tuesday. The ponds are closed to fishing 

on Tuesdays.

Fishing Rules & Regulations
1. Fishing is allowed with only rod and reels or poles. The statewide limit on 

the number of these devices applies.

2. No minnows allowed for bait.

3. Trails are for walking or fishing access only; no ATVs, motorized vehicles, or 
horses allowed on these trails.

4. Pets must be on leashes or under the control of their owner at all times.

5. No boats are allowed in ponds.

6. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited 
on department lake properties, except as by special permit from the 
department.

Boat/ Motor Size
Catfish 

Creel/ Size 
Limits

Bass 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Bream 
Creel/ Size 

Limits

Are 
Minnows 
Allowed?

No boats allowed 3 3 15 no

Note:  Statewide size and possession limits apply for all other fish species, 
except no size limit for crappie.

Daily creel limits are combined for all ponds.
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Property Location
Latitude: 34.873 Longitude: -81.189

How do I get there?
l From McConnells, travel 2.5 miles on SC Hwy 322 E/McConnels Hwy. Turn right 

onto Brattonsville Road (State Road S-46-165). Travel 0.6 miles and take the first 
right onto Draper Road.
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Rules & Regulations FAQs
Why do we have Rules & Regulations? People!  
Along with natural pressures such as predators 
and competition for food and space, fish have 
to worry about pressures we put on them.  
Those pressures include pollution, in the forms 
of litter and runoff which damages water 
quality; loss of adequate habitat due to changes 
in the landscape such as urban development 
and farm practices; and overfishing which 
comes from the unnecessary harvest of too 
many fish or from harvesting fish that are 
too small and haven’t had the opportunity 
to reproduce.  SCDNR's role is to protect and 
manage the resource through science and 
provide suggestions to the legislature on 
necessary laws.  The General Assembly then 
votes to make the bills law and SCDNR law enforcement officers enforce these 
laws.  Some of the common management practices include daily bag or creel 
limits on the amount of fish an angler can catch and possess in a day, slot or size 
limits on fish to allow fish to reach sexual maturity and reproduce and restrictions 
on what type of gear can be used to harvest or catch certain fish—game versus 
non-game.  

Frequently Asked Questions about Fishing Regulations
Where do I find fish and wildlife regulations for the state of South Carolina?
l Rules and Regulations are available at every license vendor in the state.  They 

are also found on the website at www.dnr.sc.gov/regulations. 

What age do I need to purchase a fishing license?
l When you turn 16, you must have a fishing license in order to fish legally in 

public waters.  

How often do I need to renew my fishing license?
l A fishing license is valid 1 year from the date of purchase.

Do I need a fishing license to fish from my private property?
l Yes, you will need a license to fish in public waters (such as lakes or rivers) 

even if you’re on private land.  You don’t need a license to fish on private 
property in a private pond unless you are fishing in a commercial pay pond.  
You don’t need a license to fish in a commercial pay pond when the pond is 
permitted by SCDNR. 
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Angler Recognition Program  
Did you land the catch of a lifetime?  SCDNR wants to recognize your outstanding 
freshwater accomplishment.  

The Angler Recognition 
Program focuses on 
trophy sized catches of 
blue catfish, brown trout, 
crappie (both white and 
black), largemouth bass 
and striped bass. The 
program not only allows 
SCDNR to recognize an 
angler's significant trophy 
catch, but also provides 
SCDNR with information 
that will be valuable to 
SCDNR fisheries biologists 
for the management 
of these important species. This program does not replace the State Records 
Program, but rather allows the catch of other big fish to be recognized.

Eligible Fish
l Any fish caught in a public water body may be submitted for recognition.  

This excludes private ponds and commercial pay ponds.  
l Fish entry must be caught on standard sport fishing tackle; rod, reel and line 

or pole and line. Entry must be hooked and played by one person only. 
l The tackle used must be standard and available commercially. 
l The catch must be made in accordance with any laws or regulations 

governing the species and/or water body from which it was caught. 
l To be recognized the fish must either meet the length or weight minimum 

listed below for the adult or youth categories.

Eligible Species Lengths & Weights
Adult  Fintastic Youth

Species Weight Min. Length Min. Weight Min. Length Min.
Blue catfish 40 lbs. 42” 20 lbs. 32”

Brown trout 5 lbs. 20” 4 lbs. 18”

Crappie (Black & White) 3 lbs. 17” 2.5 lbs. 16”

Largemouth bass 10 lbs. 26” 8 lbs. 24”

Striped bass 40 lbs. 45” 30 lbs. 41”
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How to Certify Your Catch 

Step 1:  Measure your catch
l Tip of snout with mouth closed to tip of tail (excluding filaments). Tail should 

be pinched.  All freshwater fish species in the state of South Carolina are 
measured using total length. 

l A side view photograph along a ruler or tape measure is required for each 
entry. 

l The measurement of the fish must be for the total length of the fish with 
head and tailfin intact. 

l The measurement of the fish must be in the presence of a witness at least 18 
years of age. 

 

Step 2:  Weigh your catch
l No estimated weights will be acceptable. Fish entry must be weighed on 

a certified scale of known accuracy in the presence of a witness at least 18 
years old. (Most grocery stores have certified scales). You may be asked to 
prove the accuracy of the scales used.   

Step 3:  Complete your paperwork
l A completed affidavit is required for all entries which can be found online at 

www.dnr.sc.gov/fishaward. 
l A signed waiver for the use of the photo, if desired, on Facebook and SCDNR 

publications. 
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Awards for Anglers
Each award recipient will receive a certificate that features the artwork of Pamela 
Corwin, DNR Biologist and Nature Artist.

There are different levels of recognition available.  See the listing of what you 
could earn!

Award Level Certificate Photo on 
Facebook

Inclusion 
on Website Decal

Trophy Fish
Certified catch of one trophy sized 

fish 
ü ü ü

Master Angler 
One trophy size fish of each of the 

five species
ü ü ü ü

Elite Angler 
 Five or more trophy size fish in one 

species 
ü ü ü ü

Fintastic Angler 
 youth under 16 years of age 

One trophy size fish of each species 
ü ü ü ü

Big Fish of the Year Award 
Presented to largest fish reported 
for each species, both youth and 

adult 
ü ü ü

Mac Kimbrell 8 pound Largemouth Bass
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State Records Program
It’s a once in a lifetime catch that beats all the others and we want to recognize 
you as the angler for that catch. 

If you think you have caught a fish that may break the state record for that species, 
please visit our website at www.dnr.sc.gov/fish/fishrecs/records to view the 
current state records and download an affidavit for recording your catch within 45 
days of landing the monster fish! 

Records are kept for the following species:  striped bass, white bass, hybrid bass 
and white perch, largemouth bass, spotted bass, smallmouth bass, redeye bass, 
bluegill (bream), redear sunfish (shellcracker), redbreast sunfish, warmouth, flier, 
pumpkinseed, white and black crappie, brook trout, brown trout and rainbow 
trout, sauger, yellow perch and walleye, chain picker (jackfish), blue catfish, 
bullhead catfish, channel catfish, flathead catfish and white catfish, bowfin 
(mudfish) and American shad.  

You will need to weigh the fish on certified scales and have two witnesses present.  
Information on the fish’s weight, location caught and how the fish was caught will 
need to be provided.  

Rules for Entering and Registering Your State Record Catch 

1. Fish entry must be caught on standard sport fishing tackle; rod, reel and 
line or pole and line.  Entry must be hooked and played by one person only. 

2. Records are maintained on “all tackle” records only.  Line size and angling 
device used are not considerations for “all tackle” records, only that the 
tackle must be standard and available commercially. 

3. The catch must be made in accordance with any laws or regulations 
governing the species and/or water body from which it was caught.  

4. No fish caught from any hatchery nor aquaculture facility is eligible.  

5. No estimated weights acceptable for registration.  Fish entry must be 
weighed on scales of known accuracy in the presence of two witnesses at 
least 18 years old.  (Most grocery stores have certified scales.)  You may be 
asked to prove the accuracy of the scales used.  

6. To replace an existing record fish weighing less than 25 pounds, the 
replacement, must weigh a minimum of 2.0 ounces (1/10th pound/ 
57 grams) more than the existing record, otherwise the entry will be 
considered a tie and the applicant listed as a co-holder of that record.  
Entries to replace a fish greater than 25 pounds must weigh a minimum 
of 8.0 ounces (5/10th pound; 266 grams) more than the existing record, 
otherwise the entry will be considered a tie and the applicant listed as a co-
holder of that record. 
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7. Because of technicalities, a South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 
fisheries biologist must identify all entries as to the species.  If possible, 
the biologist should also witness the weighing of the entry.  In the event 
a biologist is not readily available, the entry should first be weighed, 
measured and witnessed, then frozen or otherwise preserved intact until a 
biologist is notified.  The verifying biologist’s decision is final and the South 
Carolina Department of Natural Resources reserves the right to refuse the 
registration of any questionable entry. 

Terry McConnell, Lake Hartwell 63 pounds 4 oz.; State record caught in 2009
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Aquatic Education Programs
The Aquatic Education Section of SCDNR offers FREE education programs on 
recreational fishing techniques, opportunities and angler ethics.  
Here are some of the unique, fun fishing and learning opportunities available.  

Certified DNR Fishing Instructor Program
SCDNR is always on the lookout for avid anglers who would like to share their 
passion for fishing with families and make a difference in young lives.  To become 
a Certified DNR Fishing Instructor, you have to attend the training, pass a 
background check.  Once certified, you can begin sharing that joy of fishing with 
others by leading your own SCDNR supported Family Fishing Clinics.  

Family Fishing Clinics
Family Fishing Clinics are an introductory class to fishing.  Families with kids ages 4 
and up can learn how to tie fishing knots, rig a rod and reel, cast and try their hand 
at fishing. 

Fishing Tackle Loaner Program
The tackle loaner program has sites all around the state in various state and 
county parks that allow adults, kids and families to try their hand at fishing.  
Checking out a rod, reel and tackle is free.  Bring your own bait and pay the park 
entry fee and the fishing fun is free!

Reel Art
A component of the SC Reel Kids program, the Reel Art program is an art 
competition for kids in kindergarten through 12th grade.  Kids learn about fish 
and their habitats while creating their fun, creative fish art.  Deadline for the 
competition is March 1st of each year.  

Youth Bass Fishing Clubs
SCDNR, The Bass Federation of SC and B.A.S.S. have teamed up to help bring youth 
bass fishing clubs to schools around the state.  Students can establish school bass 
fishing clubs to compete for prizes, scholarships and more on a club, state and 
national level.

To learn more about these 
education programs, visit 
www.dnr.sc.gov/aquaticed 
for more information or 
call 803-737-8483 or email 
aquaticed@dnr.sc.gov. 
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Catch & Release or Catch & Keep
Catch & Release 
Currently, many fish species of popular game fish have legally mandated size and 
catch limits, requiring anglers to release undersized and over the limit fish.  Many 
anglers voluntarily release their fish.  If these fish are not released properly, their 
chance of survival is reduced. 

Whether anglers choose to release fish or are required to do so by law, all released 
fish should be handled carefully to give the fish the best chance for survival.  
When practicing catch and release fishing, you should do the following:  
l Use barbless or circle hooks and needle nose pliers or forceps to reduce injury 

and handling time of the fish.  
l Land the fish as quickly as possible to minimize the fish’s fighting time. 
l Use wet hands when handling a fish and minimize the fish’s time out of the 

water.  
l Never hold a fish by the gills.  
l When returning a fish to the water, point the fish into the current or cradle it 

in your hands loosely under the water until the fish swims away on its own.  
l If a fish is landed and the hook has been swallowed, cut the line as far down in 

the fish’s mouth as possible.  Do NOT pull the hook out!

Catch & Keep
Most of the game fish 
species are excellent 
fare for the frying 
pan or grill.  If fishing 
to keep, make sure 
you follow all rules 
and regulations with 
regards to size and 
catch limits.  Keep 
only fish you will use 
and release the rest.  
Plan ahead and bring 
a proper storage 
container to put the 
fish on ice or in water.  
Get fish cleaned as 
soon as possible and 
enjoy!  Bon appetite!
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Invasive Species
Invasive or aquatic nuisance species are non-native organisms that lack natural 
predators or diseases that help keep their growth in check.  Some of the common 
invasive plants in South Carolina include hydrilla, water hyacinth, giant salvinia, 
water primrose, phragmites and alligator weed.  These plants grow very dense, 
covering large areas, degrading water quality, displacing native plant species 
and making recreation and boating impossible.  Preventing the occurrence of 
these invasive species can save millions of public and private dollars in control 
costs.  South Carolina law also includes fines up to $500 and/or imprisonment for 
persons spreading nuisance aquatic weeds.  

Anglers should also be aware of unnoticed passengers on their boats and/or 
waders and take the necessary precautions to assure they are not spreading 
harmful exotic animal hitchhikers from one stream to another. A few of the 
invasive animals include green mussels, zebra mussels, mud snails, flathead 
catfish, spotted bass, Asian carp and lionfish.  The larvae (immature form) of 
animals can be so tiny that they are not visible to the naked eye. These animal 
larvae can live in mud, dirt, sand and on plant fragments. Therefore, anglers 
should always remove visible mud, sand, plants or plant fragments from their 
boats, wading gear, clothing and fishing equipment before leaving a water body. 
Do not transport any potential hitchhikers, even back to your home. Remove and 
leave them at the water body.

To avoid further damage from exotic species, anglers should never take resource 
management into their own hands. Unplanned stocking of fish, other aquatic 
animals or plants by anglers can disrupt the natural balance in an aquatic 
ecosystem causing damage to the established fishery, fish habitat and prey base. 
Unplanned stockings often occur from the careless use of live baits. Excess live 
bait, whether purchased at a local bait store or obtained from another body 
of water, should not be released. It may be disposed of in a trash receptacle or 
your personal compost heap.  Even if you think your live bait is native, it has the 
potential to house nuisance species and disease that can have negative impacts 
on aquatic ecosystems.  Dispose of shrimp parts and oyster shells properly.  
Shrimp heads and shells need to be disposed of in the trash and not thrown into 
the water because non-native shrimp parts have the potential to spread disease.  
Oyster shells can be taken to a nearby oyster recycling facility.  

Harmful exotics such as Whirling Disease spores, Didymo algae, zebra mussels, 
mud snails, Asian clams and many more are becoming more common threats to 
aquatic resources. 

Anglers should thoroughly clean their boats and wading gear after each use!  

Snakehead (juvenile)Zebra Mussels Asian ClamHydrilla



51

Ways to Clean Wading Gear
l Once wading gear is 100% dry, allow it to remain dry for 5 days before using 

again.  
l Another option is to dip wading gear in a 3% bleach solution, rinse well 

(as chlorine can be harmful to gear) and allow to dry thoroughly. To avoid 
possible damage from chlorine, anglers can dip their gear in a 100% vinegar 
solution for 20 minutes or in a 1% salt solution for 20 minutes. Don’t forget 
your best fishing buddy! Pets can be carriers of harmful exotics too. Pets 
should be rinsed thoroughly in warm water, towel dried and brushed well 
after each fishing or wading trip. 

Eliminate water from equipment before 
transporting.  Clean and dry anything that 
comes into contact with the water (boats, 
trailers, equipment, clothing, dogs, etc.).  

Taking time to prevent the spread of aquatic 
hitchhikers will help assure the resources are 
protected from harmful, exotic species.

Report aquatic weed problems in public 
waters to the Aquatic Nuisance Species 
Program, SCDNR, by calling (803) 755-2836.  

STOP AQUATIC 
HITCHHIKERS!TM

Prevent the transport of nuisance species. 
Clean all recreational equipment.

www.ProtectYourWaters.net
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The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
race, gender, color, national origin, religion, disability or age. Direct inquiries to the Office of 
Human Resources, P.O. Box 167, Columbia, S.C. 29202. 
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