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Derrell Shipes Mark 0. Bara 

A !most two years ago a tall slender man 
.l"\.. entered my office. He introduced him, 

self as Benton Young and was eager to talk about 
the old churches throughout the state that have 
served man and God since the late 1 700s to 
early 1800s. 

Throughout this conversation there was a 
gentle quietness about him that, coupled with 
his build and features, reminded me of someone. 
He mentioned the old brick church at Saint 
James Santee Parish in the Francis Marion 
National Forest. "It's just two miles from 
Archibald Rutledge's home, you know," and the 
resemblance came clearly. Our talk shifted to 
the first poet laureate of South Carolina. 

Benton had known Dr. Rutledge well and 
recounted their visits and correspondence 
during the last fifteen years ofRurledge's life. 
While I lacked and envied this personal 
relationship, as a boy my outdoor dreams were 
fueled by the woodsman-poet's tales of the 
Lowcountry and, as a man, my appreciation of 
him deepened through the gentle simplicity of 
his verse. One cannot read Rutledge without 
developing a feeling of personal acquaintance. 

Through several subsequent meetings with 
Benton, the idea evolved for the special 
remembrance of Dr. Rutledge, "The Squire of 
Hampton," found on page 16 of this issue. 
September 15, 1983, marks the tenth year since 
his writings ceased. October 23 would have 
been his 100th birthday. My thanks to Benton 
and to Rutledge's son, Irvine Hart Rutledge of 
Hagerstown, Maryland, for helping us all 
remember. 

Dr. Rutledge's personal creed, first printed in 
1941, appears on the oppa;ite page. It says a 



great deal about the man and the ideals upon 
which his life was founded. 

Benton also has a favorite project. He'd like 
to see South Carolina establish some sort of 
scholarship in Archibald Rutledge's name to 
assist rising college freshmen exhibiting an 
interest and excellence in nature writing or 
poetry. All of us who have read Rutledge's works 
should agree that this would be a fitting 
memorial. While funds are short everywhere, 
this year would be an excellent choice for a 
beginning. 

Rutledge's favorite sport was listening to good 
deer hounds flush a wily buck from the bay and 
cypress thickets surrounding Hampton. This 
love affair between South Carolinians and good 
hunting dogs is something that has expanded 
through the years. Columbia Record outdoor 
writer Pat Robertson is also addicted to canine 
music, although his personal favorite centers on 
a higher note than that of Dr. Rutledge-the 
melody of beagles pursuing rabbits. Pat is a 
regular with us who, in his misspent youth, 
worked for the Information and Public Affairs 
Division of this agency. His article in this issue, 
"First in the Field," on page 22, takes us on a 
whirlwind tour of our state's creme de la creme 
of hunting dogs. South Carolina has achieved a 
national reputation in the sporting dog world 
for producing champions in almost every breed, 
from beagles to Boykins. 

Speaking of recognition, district game 
biologist Mark Bara's "Trophy Whitetails: 
Expectation vs. Reality" on page 36 provides 
some information that can aid any deer club or 
landowner at increasing their chances in 
managing for a state-record whitetail trophy. To 
add emphasis to Mark's thunder, we are killing 
most of our bucks at an average of one-and-a
half to two years of age before they get a chance 
to reach maximum antler development. This is 
fine if you're hunting for venison only, but if 
you're after a ranking trophy as well, you're 
going to have to pass up some fine bucks and put 
quite a bit of extra effort and time into your 
sport. 

Our Tom Poland wrote the article on public 
land changes and abuse. While our game 
management areas may not seem to be 
dwindling, some of the prime lands are being 
leased for top dollar to private clubs. You can't 
blame the landowners for this, since most are in 

business to make a profit. But many are simply 
tired of the trash, rutted roads, broken gates, 
and other abuses that seem to be increasing 
occurrences on lands hunted by the public. 
We're evolving slowly toward the European style 
of hunting-private hunts on private lands; 
there's no room for the slob or the public 
sportsman in this type system. Bearing firearms 
may be an American right, but hunting is a 

MYCREED 
l. I believe in God, in immortality, and in a region 

where eternal spirits dwell. 
2. The universe is one of law and order; and all the 

laws are on the side of virtue and morality. 
3. Beauty and truth are the language of God; 

virtue is the behavior of God; love is the will of 
God. 

4. Loss is life's challenge to us to be great. 
5. In the sense that the values of Ufe's greatest 

blessings never change, Ufe never changes. 
6. He who loves virtuous beauty is holding fast the 

hand of God. 
7. AU education, all true culture must rest on moral 

excellence. 
8. The laws of nature are the hand of God on the 

controls of the universe. 
-Archibald Rutledge 

privilege. It's time we revised our thinking, our 
penalties, and our reactions toward those who 
would jeopardize this privilege. The real threat 
to hunting's future comes from within its own 
ranks. 

Now that we've entered the heavyweight 
subjects within this issue, a mention of Mike 
Creel's article concerning earthquakes is in 
order. 

"The Seismic Riddle" on page 40 took Mike 
on more than a few interviews and research trips 
in search of the possibilities of South Carolina 
experiencing another major tremor near the 
intensity of the one which shook Charleston in 
1884. It seems that a lot of dedicated, highly 
trained folks are looking at the same question, 
because no one has yet identified the exact 
causes of the Charleston event. We're not 
predicting doom and disaster, but it does sober 
one to realize that these scientists aren't at all 
sure that another major earthquake won't 

happen here and that the great Charleston 
earthquake makes the last decade's worth of 
California earthquake occurrences seem like 
mere twitches. 

Pete Laurie of our Charleston office doesn't 
have time this fa ll to worry about earth trembles. 
He's going to be too busy counting migrating 
hawks. Pete tells us that the Marine Resources 
Center at Fort Johnson is one of those ideal 
locations to observe the winged predators as they 
travel south for the winter season. His article, 
"A Passing Parade" on page 44 should provide 
some good tips on what and where to look for 
anyone interested in these birds. 

Pete has been looking down as well as up. 
With some help from marine biologist George 
H. Steele, he did the photograph selection and 
identification for our pictorial of mushrooms on 
page 30. "The Elfs Umbrella" was written by 
managing editor Nancy Ann Coleman, who is 
looking around for wee people lately. She's due 
to find one of her own before you receive this 
issue. 

Furbearer biologist Derrell Shipes did the 
research and writing for our natural history "The 
Artful Dodgers" on page 6. When Darrell's not 
busy digging out information on all the furry 
little beasties that abound in our state, he 
whittles replicas of out-of-production bass plugs 
for use as donations to line-popping largemouths 
and looks for places to shoot ducks like the 
sloughs around Santee National Wildlife 
Refuge, this issue's "Ramblings" offering from 
Jane Simons. 

I confess to having done the tracking article, 
"Read the Signs," on page 12. It's a subject 
which has fascinated me for many years. The 
photograph of footprints on these pages is 
included to beat my colleagues to the worn 
punch line concerning my going around in 
circles. 

I'll guarantee a South Carolina Wildlife 
magazine 1984 Scenic Calendar to the first 
reader who writes in with the closest explanation 
of how I got off dead center. And we'll throw in 
a RESPECT cap if you'll also point out the two 
prints that give the answer away. If you're 
interested, get your letter in the mail before 
October 15 ( department employees and their 
families not eligible; ties to be broken by public 
drawing on October 22). • 
-JOHNDAVIS 

Biosphere 
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Disgusted by Boar Hunt 
I read in horror the story in 

South Carolina Wildlife Oanuary
February 1983) about wild boar 
hunting in South Carolina. I 
cannot believe such inhumane 
practices are going on, and I was 
disgusted to find that not only your 
article condones this practice, but 
also your reporter took part in this 
slaughter. 

Although I could never 
purposely kill an animal, I realize 
that the sport of hunting does 
prevail. Bringing down an animal 
with a single shot from the gun of 
an experienced hunter I suppa5e is 
an acceptable means for those who 
must hunt. I fail to see how anyone 
can stand to hear the sounds of any 
animal in pain let alone be 
responsible for causing two animals 
to fight mercilessly ripping the 
flesh from one another. Where is 
the sport in subjecting a single dog 
to the attack of a more powerful 
boar that can throw a dog "twenty 
feet in the air"? Where's the sport 
in outnumbering a boar with 
several attack dogs while the 
"hunter" shinnies up a tree for 
protection? These characters from 
the pages of Deliverance are neither 
hunters nor sportsmen. 

How can dog owners allow such 
merciless destruction of their 
animals? These men talk about 
replacing their dogs after they have 
been ripped apart by a boar like 

"normal" people talk about 
replacing a burned-out lightbulb. 

I hope that animal lovers will 
respond with condemnation of this 
type activity. Continued 
publication of such articles will 
certainly cause me to cancel my 
subscription. 
JanDaubener 
Florence 

On Keeping A Gun 
There is one historical point of 

interest Scott Derks failed to 
mention concerning South 
Carolina. Following years after the 
Civil War, South Carolina was the 
only state in the union to have 
actually banned handguns. This 
law was repealed at the tum of the 
century. 

The South and West were the 
first regions of the country to have 
gun control and it was not until 
1913 that New York passed the 
Sullivan Act to restrict handguns. 

New York was the first state in 
that region to pass such a law 
because society at that time was 
xenophobic. It was largely believed 
by such organizations as the 
American Bar Association and 
The Times along with society that 
certain classes of people were prone 
to crime. 
Mrs. ]. Cothran 
Taylors 

I am an avid reader of South 
Carolina Wildlife. Your articles and 
photographs are superior to any 
wildlife magazine I have ever seen. 
One article I particularly liked was 
"Gun Control: From Morton 
Grove to Kennesaw." The average 
American, I feel, keeps a gun for 
two reasons, recreation and 
protection. It's really too bad that 
the good, honest people of this 
country have to suffer because of 
the crazy ones. 
Parks Kennerly 
Due West 

Searching for Babcock Books 
Some time ago while I was on a 

search for Robert Ruark books, a 

Readers' Forum 
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gentleman in an Atlanta bookstore 
introduced me to your magazine 
due to an article on Mr. Havilah 
Babcock. Naturally, this led to a 
subscription to your magazine. We 
own property on Hilton Head and 
the articles you run on Lowcountry 
lore and cooking are always 
interesting. You certainly deserve 
all the fine praise you receive. 

Through the Atlanta 
gentleman, I was fortunate to 
obtain a first edition]aybirds Go to 
Hell on Friday. Unfortunately I 
have met with no success in 
locating or obtaining other books 
by Mr. Babcock. 

I am writing you in the hope 
that you might know and be able to 
direct me to a source where I might 
find other Babcock books. I am 
particularly interested in locating: 
Tales of Quails and Such, I Don't 
Won't to Shoot an Elephant, My 
Health is Aluuys Better in 
November, and The Education of 
Pretty Boy. 

Any information or assistance 
you can extend me in this matter 
will be gratefully appreciated. 

Again, thank you for making 
such a fine publication available. I 
only wish it came twelve instead of 
six times a year. 
David Gamet Reynolds 
Newnan, Georgia 

Editor'sNote: According to the 
state library, all of Babcock's books 
are currently out-of-print and thus it 
o.wuld be almost impossible to find 
one of his books anywhere except at a 
used book store or a garage sale. 

Cedar Creek Roots 
I was delighted to read the 

article about Cedar Creek in the 
January- February 1983 issue. 

Behind the Cedar Creek 
church, my late husband's mother 
and father, Mr. &Mrs. H.H. 
Hinnant, are buried. For years we 
always visited the church and 
cemetery when we were in South 
Carolina. Also my husband 
helped generously in keeping the 
church in good repair. 

Mrs. Verona Seaber's daughter 

visited us in Cleveland years ago. 
So you see, I remember that 
district with fondness. 

Too, I enjoy every issue of the 
magazine. 
Mrs. Iredell Hinnant 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 

Friends in Delaware 
We have enjoyed your magazine 

for several years. 
I have retired and moved here 

from Pennsylvania. We live at a 
marina overlooking the water 
where I have my boat docked. The 
ocean is only about three miles by 
boat. 

In summer, I will enjoy fishing 
and now I am enjoying hunting. 

Keep up the good work; we look 
forward to receiving it. 
Don and Miriam Smith 
Dagsboro, Delauure 

How About A Legal Hotline? 
During the course of the past 

several hunting seasons I have 
frequently been frustrated by the 
extreme difficulty I have had 
getting answers to legal hunting 
questions. There is obviously not 
room in the department's 
brochures for every bit of information 
a person could ever need! 

The toll-free hotline for violators 
has been a great success: Why not a 
toll-free number for persons who 
wish to avoid violations? Surely this 
problem has plagued other hunters 
and fishermen. Why not try the 
idea for one season at least! 
EdHall 
Central 

Iva Fisherman Hooked 
I am a sophomore at Dixie High 

School, Due West, South 
Carolina, and I would like to 
congratulate you on your 
magazine. I read South Carolina 
Wildlife ratherregularly. I am a 
freshwater fisherman and some of 
your articles have helped me on my 
fishing tackle and my fishing 
techniques. If you could, please 



print more articles on freshwater 
fishing. Keep up the good work. April 5 by Timber Press in 
Ken Carwile next issue to arrive as I read the Beaverton, Oregon. SCANS is an On P.F.D.s for Windsurfers 
Im past issue. It is enjoyable for acronym standing for the five clues The following is quoted from 

everyone! From the stories to the to look for when you see a new the article "Reach for the Winds," 
Ministry Found in Wildlife pictures, it is superb work. bird----Size, Colors, Actions, July-August 1983: "AsofJune 1, 

Many times I have thought However, the March-April Notes, Setting. The whole idea is the Coast Guard has required that 
about writing and expressing my issue outdoes itself. I am a lover of slanted toward the "backyard" windsurfers wear personal flotation 
appreciation for your outstanding birds and the pictures of the birdwatcher, not the professional. devices like other boaters, a 
publication. I enjoy the variety of warblers made me feel as ifl were Best wishes to you for happy measure which increases safety." 
every issue. Not being able to hunt one of them sitting on a lower birding in your lovely South According to reader Paul Lehner, 
and fish in Germany ( anyway not branch. I have plans to frame Carolina springtime. this statement is inaccurate. Lehner 
with the freedom one enjoys in the them; they will make beautiful Viiginia C. Holmgren says that sailboards have been 
U.S.A.), ithaskeptme pictures! But I commend you on a Portland, Oregon exempted from this requirement 
vicariously in touch with my job very well done! and sends us an excerpt from the 
beloved home-country. You may Mrs. AngelaG. Padgett Miss Color Photos of Yore August 20, 1981, Federal Register, 
find it interesting to know that Darlington I must say, I was very disappoint- part of which reads: "It has been 
often I find sermon illustrations ed in your March-April 1983 issue determined by the Coast Guard 
within the issues-especially in The warblers by Lucien Harris of one of my favorite magazines. that sailboards should be treated in 
the human-interest stories. Also, III in your March-April issue are The articles are usually a manner similar to water sport 
your sympathy and understanding breathtaking. Are prints of these entertaining, but the photos are items and that formal regulation of 
of the intricate balance of all life \\orks available? If not, it would always great. sailboards is not needed at this time 
lends me support. You and I are surely be worthwhile for you to Do you realize there was not a .. .. Although the Coast Guard has 
involved in ministry together- undertake the printing of a series. I single color photo in the entire determined that regulation of 
affirming the beauty and truth of would think that you would have issue? sailboards under the Federal Boat 
life. no trouble getting together a "Spring's Virtuosos" was a very Safety Act of 1971 is not needed at 

Thank you for your gift to the sufficient number of subscribers to handsome article, but where are this time, it recognizes that there 
public. sell the entire series before our gorgeous color pictures? might be State interest in doing so." 
GeraldA. Shelton printing. Gone on ya'll, let's put the color 
Pastor back in our pages! Editor's Note: According to Dudley 
Stimson Memorial Chapel Editor's Note: South CaroUna KimHope Overton, the Wildlife and Marine 
Bonn, Germany Wildlife may offer a set of Mr. Harris' Chester Resources Department boating safety 

prints if a sufficient number of readers and education officer, the Coast 
Wows Over Warblers indicate they o.wuld be interested. A Tom Kelly Fan Guard does WJUire windsurfers to 

You must be as proud to have In my March-April South wear personal flotation devices in 
published the March-April issue as Thanks so much for the March- CaroUna Wildlife, I found an accordance with the original Federal 
we were to have received it. April issue of South CaroUna excerpt from Tom Kelly's Tenth Boat.Safety Act of 1971. In 1973, 

It's just beautiful! The warblers! Wildlife. It's a handsome magazine, Legion in it. Good. Tom Kelly is a an exemption W'.IS granted to 
Needless to say, we're bird lovers one of the best of the state wildlife superb writer and Tenth Legion is sailboards, dropping the requirement. 
and love your state's selection-the magazines that I've seen. The an entertaining and useful book. The 1981 Federal Register excerpt 
Carolina wren. We have a pet one paintings by Lucien Harris are You mention that he has written sent to us b-y Lehner is a withdraw:il of 
who roosts on our front porch in a lovely and both the writing and another book, Dealer's Choice. Do this exemption. Although in the 
hanging basket. Can't grow flowers the illustrations for the other you know if and from whom it is withdraw:il the Coast Guard says it 
in it anymore. She arises around articles are delightful. I chuckled available? Books in Print doesn't list has ''determined that regulation is not 
5 :30 and can be heard quite well. over the turkey piece and recalled it ( or Tenth Legion, either), but I'd needed at this time, '' Overton says 
LomaCoLson my own first sighting of a pileated like to get a copy of Dealer's Choice, the withdraw:il of the exemption 
Mooresville, North CaroUna woodpecker on Hilton Head years if possible. legally puts sailboards back under the 

ago. My husband got a special kick Keep up the good work on the WJUirement for personal flotation 
For years my husband has been out of the item on "mule-foot" magazine! devices as mandated b-y the 1971 

a reader of South CaroUna Wildlife. hogs. We saw wild pigs on Hilton Paul Nordquist Act. The]une 1, 1983, dateW'.IS the 
He tried for years to get me to read Head back in 1955 but didn't Alexandria, Viiginia day chosen b-y the South CaroUna 
it, but I was always too busy. Then know then to check the feet. Wildlife and Marine Resources 
about two years ago, I sat down Anything about South Carolina Editor's Note: To obtain Tom Department to begin enforcing the 
beside one and picked it up to will always be special to me. Our Kelly's books, write: Wingfeather WJUirement; the department allowed 
thumb through! Was I ever year there is one of our most Press, P. 0 . Box 50, Spanish Fort, AL, a grace periodafterwithdraw:ilof the 
surprised! This is one of the best treasured memories. 36527. Tenth Legion is $10. 95, exemption for sailboarders to be 
books I have ever read! Now, I My new bird book, SCANS Key 119 pages, and Dealer's Choice is informed of the requirement and 
wait, usually impatiently, for the to Birdw::uching, was published $11.95, lOOpages. obtain flotation devices. 
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The red fox and the gray fox have their differences, but both are 
master hunters and both make elusive prey. 

The Artful Dodgers 
by DerreU Shipes 

I fhumans have ever been guilty of personifying animals, they have had a field day 
with the fox. Its cunning and beauty have inspired such tales as "The Fox and the 

Crow," "Br' er Fox," "The Fox and the Grapes," and such expressions as "outfox," "sly 
as a fox," and "like a fox guarding a henhouse. " 

The foxes are members of the canid family, which includes wolves, dogs, and jackals. 
This family occupies a great array of environments from the Arctic to the tropics and was 
the first to wander into the fires of primitive man and thus become domesticated. 

Two species of foxes ( the red and the gray) occur in South Carolina, and 
approximately forty-seven species occur worldwide. Although red and gray foxes are 
often confused, they differ distinctly and occupy different niches within their habitat. 

The red fox (Vulpes fulva) occurs in open woodlands and farmland statewide and is 
probably the most handsome member of the dog family. The long fur which ranges 
from yellowish red to deep red above blends to lighter shades below. The ears and lower 
legs are black and the tail is always tipped in white. The muzzle is sharply pointed and 
the eyes are large with vertical pupils. Red foxes range from eight to twelve pounds, are 
about a foot high at the shoulder, and are approximately forty-one inches long from 
nose to tip of tail. 

There are two other color phases of the red fox which occur in other areas of North 
America. The silver fox has black hair with white bands near the tip, and the cross fox 
has a dark cross formed by a stripe down the back and across the shoulder. Regardless of 
the color phase, red foxes always have the characteristic white-tipped tail. 

There is evidence that the red fox in South Carolina is a direct descendant of the 
English red fox or a hybrid of the native red and the English red .. Our early statesmen 
were avid fox hunters, and in an effort to enhance the sport, these individuals brought 
horses, hounds, and even red foxes from Europe. The released foxes soon settled in their 
new home and interbred with the native red foxes. 

The gray fox (Urocyan cinereoa,gent.eu.s) occurs in dense forests or woodlands and is 
often smaller than the red fox. An adept climber, the gray is usually less than forty 
inches in length and weighs from eight to ten pounds. Gray, white, and black dominate 
across the top of the back and down the tail. Yellow brown to red fur occurs on the sides 
and stomach. The head is smaller and keener than the red fox. 

The red coloration which occurs on the sides and stomach causes many people to 
identify them as red foxes or hybrids of the red and gray fox. The most distinguishing 
characteristic is the white tip which is present on the tail of the red fox and not on the 
gray. 

Although interbreeding can occur, social behavior discourages it. Red and gray foxes 

• 

~ 

':.. 

Our most common fox, the gray, is the only 
American fox that can climb trees. Scrambling up 
the trunk via its sharp curved claws, bouncing from 
limb to limb, hiding among the leaves, the gray fox 
climbs to escape its enemy, shake its trail, rob a bird's 
nest, or just look around. It has been known to make 
its den in a hollow limb or tree cavity up to twenty
five feet above ground. 
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Despite the proximity of trappers, chicken farmers, and dogs, the red fox 
insists on making its den on farm land and the edges of forests, as if it 
enjoys the chase. It will walk fence rails, backtrack, criss-cross, and pass 
its den several times before finally taking refuge there. A den may have 
four or five entrances and a tunnel up to fifty feet long with chambers 
leading off from it. The young are conceived in late winter, born in 
the den in early spring, and come out playing, rolling, and snapping in 
early summer. When winter comes, they're on their own. 

are generally intolerant of each other. They may occur in the same area, but usually 
they do not trust the other species and probably flee or stand off and observe when they 
encounter the other species. They simply do not speak the same language. When, on 
rare occasions, interbreeding does occur, it is usually under abnormal conditions. Foxes 
in captivity, on islands, or in areas where fox populations are low may seek out the other 
species to reproduce. However, any offspring which result are sterile. 

Most of the information available on the life history of foxes involves the feeding 
habits and food items. More than one hundred technical papers have been 

published describing the feeding habits of the red fox. 
Foxes are opportunistic feeders, feeding readily upon small rodents, rabbits, wild 

fruits, berries, insects, and occasionally poultry or livestock. At times, insects may 
comprise forty to fifty percent of a fox's diet. Functionally, foxes operate as insect eaters 
and scavengers rather than carnivores. 

The hunting behaviors of the two species are similar. A typical day begins about two 
hours before dark, when the creature leaves its den or hiding place and begins to search 
for food. It travels old roadways, field edges, railroad beds, pastures, and cropland in · 
search of food. It characteristically approaches likely spots from downwind, testing the 
air with its nose. Once prey is located, the animal may sit and listen until it can 
pinpoint the exact location. Capture is usually accomplished with a stiff-legged leap, 
pinning the prey under the front paws. 

Although I have never observed a fox capturing prey, I have seen several hunting. 
Last fall, while deer hunting in the lower part of the state, I saw a gray fox moving slowly 
down a small road. When about forty yards away, the fox saw or heard movement in the 
grass beside the road. Immediately the creature stopped and stared intently into the 
grass. It looked much like a bird dog pointing. After several minutes the fox sat down 
and continued his vigil. Apparently the mouse or rat had entered a hole or was wise 
enough to freeze. The fox got up and continued down the road. 

A fox finds most of its food during early evening or morning hours. It may rest away 
from the den during the middle of the night. At several hours after dawn, it returns to 
its den or hiding place. 

This pattern is typical all year except in spring when young foxes are in the den and 
in need of food. At this time, both adult foxes may hunt eighteen to twenty hours per 
day and will return repeatedly to the den with food. This critical period occurs when 
prey populations are highest, and therefore, food is abundant. 

Reproductive habits in the two fox species are similar with the exception of den 
sites. The animals are sexually mature at one year, and breeding occurs during 
December, January, and February. After a gestation period of about fifty-five to sixty 
days, the pups are born. Average litters consist of from two to five pups. The pup's eyes, 
which are closed at birth, open at about nine days. At about one month, they leave the 
den and are weaned at eight to ten weeks. Prior to weaning, they may have been moved 
from one den to another. 

The pups are taught to locate food by the adults and remain with them until fall. At 
this time, the young begin to move farther from their natal areas and their parents. By 
winter they will establish their own area, usually within ten miles of their original dens. 

During the spring, summer, and fall, foxes are highly social creatures and may be 
observed in family groups. Young foxes spend a great deal of time playing around the 
den, and at times, the adults join in. Communication among foxes varies from snarls, 
growls, and whines to barks or yaps. Foxes have been observed running rabbits like 
dogs, barking and yapping while they pursue the odor. This is not typical feeding 
behavior since the rabbit knows the location of the foxes. However, it must serve some 
social need among the foxes. 

Den sites of the two foxes vary greatly. Red foxes are good diggers and prefer to 
excavate or remodel old tunnels. These dens occur in old open fields or in ditch banks 
or spoil piles. The tunnels are eight to ten inches in diameter with several large 
chambers. There may be as many as eight entrances, but usually each den has two or 
three. The main entrance is marked by a mound of dirt and a clean area, while the 
other entrances are usually less conspicuous, which facilitates escape. Red foxes use 
9ens year after year and, with each use, the tunnels become more extensive and 
intricate. Old dens may cover twenty to thirty square yards. 
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Red fox Vulpes fulva t I ' It 
Description: Forty-one inches long; eight w twelve 
pounds. Usually reddish yellow w deep red, white 
belly, bushy tail with white tip, black ears, legs, and 
feet. Many colar variations. 
Habitat: Mixture of forest and open country. 
Habits : Most active at night, early morning, and late 
evening. Eats fruits and animals ranging in size from 
insects w rabbits. Usually one or more spare dens. 
Mates for the year, breeds from December w January. 
Young: Two w five born March w April; gestation 
fifty-five w sixty days ; one litter a year. Dark broum 
pups with white-tipped tail. 
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Gray fox Urocyon cinereoargenteus . , 
Description: Usually less than forty inches long;1 ight 
w ten pounds. Salt and pepper coat, long bushy tail 
tipped in black with a median black stripe down 
length, yellow-broum w red fur on sides and swmach. 
Habitat: Dense thickets or woodlands. 
Habits : Chiefly nocturnal; secretive. Will climb trees 
w escape enemies. Eats small mammals, insects, 
fruits , acorns, birds, and eggs. Dens in brush piles, 
hollow logs, or beneath boulders, occasionally in 
ground burmws. Speed of 2 8 mph for short distances. 
Breeds in February or March. 
Young: Born April w May; two w five in litter; 
gestation around fifty-one days. Pups dark broum. 

I once had the opportunity to view the inside of a red fox den. While plowing a field 
in May, my uncle had observed a red fox carrying a pup. He later found the den and 
plowed around it. I was a senior in high school and exams were in progress, so my 
cousin, who was home from college, had no trouble persuading me to help him 
excavate the den. 

What began before dark as a simple procedure ended three hours later with about 
thirty holes dug, covering a forty-square-yard area. The tunnels were, by no means, 
straight; they went about two to three feet and turned. The remains of food materials, 
which ranged from rabbit ears to fish heads, lay everywhere. We finally found one pup, 
which was later moved by the mother. I probably learned more about fox dens that 
night than from any formal training I later received. 

Gray foxes, on the.other hand, are less selective about their den sites. They locate 
slab, brush, or sawdust piles, old buildings, or rock outcroppings under which they can 
dig. Then they simply dig several entrances under these structures and excavate a 
chamber. Gray foxes, being excellent climbers, have been known to raise pups in 
hollow trees as high as ten to twelve feet above ground. 

U nfortuntely, most people are exposed to foxes in a negative manner. The state 
wildlife department receives calls about foxes catching poultry, damaging crops, 

and even harassing cows during calving. In these cases, foxes are usually feeding young 
and in need oflarge amounts offood. Once successful, they will return repeatedly. They 
may even teach their offspring the same feeding habits. It is the objective of any animal 
to obtain the most nutrition at the least expense of energy. In these cases, foxes have 
found prey which is easier to catch than natural food. It is usually necessary to destroy 
the guilty fox and pen the domestic animals. 

The fox has few natural predators. Occasionally a bobcat may take a young fox, but 
bobcats do not typically eat foxes. Dogs (both domestic and feral) pursue and sometimes 
catch foxes. However, the two mo.st critical factors which affect fox populations are 
disease and habitat quality. Foxes are susceptible to mo.st of the diseases which affect 
dogs. Distemper, paravovirus, or rabies can kill large numbers of foxes in a short time. 
Rabies has not been a problem in foxes in South Carolina, but it has affected fox 
populations in Midwestern states. 

Sarcoptic mange kills large numbers of red foxes each year. Because of denning and 
social habits, the red fox is more susceptible to mange than is the gray fox. An infected 
fox will lose mo.st of its hair and usually succumb to pneumonia or another respiratory 
disease. 

Habitat quality is another factor which affects fox population. Foxes need diverse 
habitats with open land, which support large populations of small rodents and fruit
producing vegetation. As land is converted from small fields with fencerows to large 
fields or timberland, fox populations will decrease. 

A very common complaint about foxes is that they limit populations of small game, 
such as quail or rabbits. Many studies have been conducted to assess the impact of foxes 
on small game, and none have found the quail, its young, or its eggs as major food items 
of foxes. As a matter of fact, areas which are managed intensively for quail usually have 
high quail and fox populations. Indeed, foxes may benefit quail by feeding upon rats and 
mice, which compete directly with quail for seeds. Although foxes do eat rabbits, they 
usually do not cause shortages. Rabbits are prolific breeders and, if provided with 
suitable habitat, can withstand pressure from foxes. In most cases, low small game 
populations are due to poor habitat rather than predators. 

The foxes provide sport and income to various groups of sportsmen in this state. Fox 
hunting is very popular, and several large field trials are held each year which attract 
houndsmen from many other states (see "First in the Field," pages 22-29). Likewise, 
trappers and hunters harvest approximately two thousand gray foxes and fifteen 
hundred red foxes each year. The pelts of these animals are sold and provide important 
revenue to the harvesters. 

The future of our fox population looks good. Although humans have tried to 
eliminate them through bounty systems and poison, it appears that they will prevail. 
Fortunately we have learned that foxes control rats and mice and clean-up dead or 
diseased animals. They fill a vital ecological role. The fox will continue to live near our 
homes and businesses and will adapt almost as quickly as we do._,,,,..., 

DerreU Shipes is a furl;earer biologist with the South Carolina Wildlife and Marine Resources Department 



NOTE: Because of printing 
deadline, dates are subject to 
change. Please call before 
traveling long distances. 

SEPTEMBERS- IO. 
Annual Edisto Open King 

Mackerel Tournament. $10;000-
fishing tournament, king mackerel 
fishing only, entertainment, 
awards dinner. Place: Edisto 
Beach. For more information, call 
David Amick, (803) 869-2203. 
SEPTEMBER 9 - 11. 

South Carolina Apple Festival. 
Parade, beauty pageant, dances, 
crafts, orchard tours, and river 
rafting. Place: Westminster, Long 
Creek. For more information, call 
(803) 638-3326. 
SEPTEMBER 10. 

Seventh Annual Alison 
Oswald Sr. Memorial Fishing 
Tournament. Awards, 
entertainment. Selected inshore 
fish species----bass, trout, flounder, 
sheepshead, drum, shark, tarpon, 
jack crevalle, king mackerel, 
dogfish, and blue fish. Registration 
is September 6 from 7-10 p. m. at 
James Island Yacht Club. Place: 
Charleston. For more information, 
call (803) 795-1424. 
SEPTEMBER 17 - 18. 

Catfish Festival. Catfish stew, 
beauty pageant, street dances, raft 
and boat races. Place: Hardeeville. 
For more information, call Pat 
Stevens, (803) 784-6036. 

SEPTEMBER 21 -23. 
Coastal Carolina 

Intercollegiate Invitational. 
Seminars, offshore fishing, tag and 
release. Place: Conway. For more 
information, call Don Milius, 
(803) 347-3161. 
SEPTEMBER 23 -25. 

Aiken's Makin'. Continuous 
talent show, arts, crafts, exhibits in 
downtown Aiken on sidewalks, 
and people's general "makin' 
ability." Participants must reside in 
Aiken County. Place: Aiken. For 
more information, call Sylvia 
Kennerly, (803) 648-0485. 
SEPTEMBER 24. 

National Hunting and Fishing 
Day Celebration. Various displays, 
demonstrations, and contests 
focusing on the outdoors, 
including box turtle race, casting 
and shooting contests for kids, 
cooking contest, hunting and 
fishing safety demonstrations, arts 
and crafts related to hunting and 
fishing and the out-of-doors, skeet 
shoot. This event for the second 
consecutive year was chosen by the 
National Shooting Sports 
Foundation as one of the top five in 
the nation. Over 6,000 spectators 
attended last year's celebration. 
Place: USC-Coastal Carolina, 
Conway. For more information, 
write Joe Woodle, Chairman, 
P.O. Box 831, Conway, S.C., 
29526, (803) 248-2273. 
SEPTEMBER 24 - 25. 

Pio~ee~ Days. Reenactment of 
life on an 1840 Upcountry fam1. 
Colonial games and crafts, 
muzzleloader competition, folk 
music. Place: King's Mountain 
State Park. For more information, 
call (803) 758-3622. 
SEPTEMBER 28 -OCTOBER 1. 

Arthur Smith King Mackerel 
Fishing Tournament. Daily 
competition climaxed with 
entertainment, fish fry, and awards 
presentation. Place: Myrtle Beach. 
For 1110re information, call Mamie 
Vines, (803) 249-1523. 
SEPTEMBER 30 -OCTOBER 3. 

Fall Pier King Mackerel 
Tournament. King mackerel only. 

Place: Myrtle Beach. For more 
information, call Teresa 
Stubblefield, (803) 626-7444. 
OCTOBER 1. 

Gopher Hill Festival. Over 
seventeen hundred gather for 
parades, arts and crafts, live 
country and pop music, a flea 
market, al I foods varying from 
snacks to the ever-popular 
"gopher" burgers, a dance, beauty 
queens, parade, and field events. 
Place: Ridgeland. For more 
information, call Jasper County 
ChamberofCommerce, (803) 
726-8126. 
OCTOBER 1- 2. 

"Fiddles & Vittles" Festival. 
Fiddling and banjo contest with 
$150 first prize, $75 second prize 
for each category. International 
foods, children rides and games, 
bake sale, crafts, band. Sponsored 
by Helping Hands of Clemson 
Incorporated to raise money to 
help abused and/or neglected 
children. Place: Clemson. For 
more information, call (803) 639-
6533 (day) or654-2723 (night). 
OCTOBER 1-17. 

Artsarepoppin. Crafts, 
children theatre, clown parade, 
park festival, quilt show, jazz 
performance, local theatre 
performance. Place: Lancaster. For 
more information, call (803) 285-
7451. 
OCTOBERS. 

Great Santee Fish Fry. Fishing 
demonstrations, arts, crafts, 
entertainment. Place: Santee State 
Park. For more information, call 
(803) 758-3622. 
OCTOBER 13 - 16. 

Old-Fashioned Days. Nostalgic 
look at yesteryear. Arts, crafts, golf 
tournament, barbecue cooking 
contest, car show, street dances, 
costumes, gospel music, band 
concerts, square dancing. Place: 
Kingstree. For more information, 
call Jimmy Burgess, (803)354-
6673. or BubbaJenkinson, 354-
7419, or354-6431. 

OCTOBER 15. 
Hilton Head Island Club 

Inshore Tournament. Flounder, 
channel bass, seatrout. Place: 
Hilton Head. For more information, 
call Jerry Daccus, (803) 785-9694. 
OCTOBER 15 - 16. 

Mountain Heritage 
Celebration. Fall color walks, 
demonstrations on things related 
to mountain heritage-Caesars 
Head; mountain music concert
Table Rock; exhibits and 
demonstrations relating to the 
Cherokee heri tage---K~owee
Toxaway; square dance--Oconee 
State Park. Place: All mountain 
state parks. For more information, 
call (803) 758-3622. 
OCTOBER23. 

Archibald Rutledge 
Celebration. A 100-birthday event 
celebrated with readings of poetry 
and selected stories, nature hike, 
historic tours around Hampton 
Plantation, chamber music. Place: 
Hampton Plantation, six miles 
northeast of McClellanville off 
Highway 17. For more 
information, call (803) 758-3622. 
OCTOBER27-
NOVEMBER 13. 

Chromoliiliographs of Birds 
and Mamm.i.ls. 
Chromolithographs are printed 
pictures obtained by using several 
color plates, one after the other, to 
reproduce original art. Louis Prang 
dominated the field of chromos, 
which united art and the new 
technology, in the 1860s-1880s. 
These reproductions, which have 
a unique spot in the history of 
American painting, are provided 
by Van Arsdale Associates Inc., 
Winter Park, Florida. Place: USC
McKissick Museums, Columbia. 
For more information, call Karin 
Wilboughby, (803) 777-6889. 

To list an event, please send 
information three months in 
advance of publication date to 
Tricia Way, South CamUna Wildlife, 
P.O. Box 167, Columbia, S.C., 
29202, (803) 758-0001. • 

Events 
II 
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READ 'FHE SIGNS 
Nature finge1prints all ani ls as they muve across her suiface, 
kavingpknty of evidence fiJr the observant tracker. 

by]ohnDaru 

Heart-shaped impressions in the drying earth 
would seem commonplace to a farmer or a 

hunter afield. To a family not long moved from 
city's suburbs to country's edge, the tracks at the 
far end of our garden were symbols of the 
wilderness, reminiscent of buckskin and the 
flintlock rifle. 

I called to the boys and my wife and knelt to 
study the trail. The season (late spring), print 
size, spacing, and condition told of a brief 
nocturnal visit by a young, uncertain animal. 

Since I had watered the garden the previous 
day, it was easy to compare the deer's prints with 
those of our Labrador, which had joined the 
detective team and now threatened to obliterate 
everything, including the last two rows of 
squash. Track size and depth indicated that the 
deer was probably an eighty- to ninety-pound 
yearling in its first spring away from mama. In 
this prime piedmont habitat, the tread of an 
older buck or doe would have made larger, 
deeper pocks in the fresh-tilled soil. 

The animal had entered the garden from an 
overgrown ridge trail paralleling the creek. Its 
first prints were almost side by side, not quite 
inside the clearing. The tracks then lead into the 
garden for some seven or eight feet and stopped. 
The following set were deep and blurred, some 
six feet to the side of the previous pair. From 
here the trail changed direction, angling back 
toward the woods line, and left the garden via a 
grassy trail some thirty feet from where it had 
entered. When combined with a bit of 
experience in wildlife observation and hunting, 
the deer's trail provided an accurate description 
of what had occurred. 

The young deer was probably simply passing 
through in search of new habitat when it came 
upon our garden. Inherited caution demanded 
that it pause before completely leaving the 
shelter ofbrush for the clearing's knee-high 
cover. Scents of new com and beans lured it 
forward. A sound or scent from our kennels some 
one hundred yards away at the garden's far edge 
abruptly stopped the animal. 

Somewhat unnerved, the youngster had 
hopped or bolted sideways in a feint designed to 
draw out any waiting enemy. It froze where it 
landed, ready for instant flight. No immediate 
danger appeared, but the yearling chose caution 
over curiosity and appetite. It left the area with a 
deliberate, even stride, probably stopping in the 

grass for a last look to be certain that no predator 
followed. 

Reconstructing this mini-drama was as 
interesting to me as it was exciting to the boys. 
We had translated passive prints in the earth 
into an active wildlife scene as though it had 
occurred in our presence. 

Like our garden visitor, all creatures that 
move over the land leave some sign of their 
passing. Tracks, bits of fur, droppings, and 
disturbances caused by feeding, resting, or 
mating rituals are nature's method of 
fingerprinting every animal. While we don't 
often have the opportunity to view these 
fingerprints under conditions as ideal as those 
described above, careful study of a trail can give 
a composite sketch of its maker. 

Many of these signs are sketchy and 
impermanent-blown or washed away by wind 
and rain. Others, such as major runways and 
game trails, may become established routes 
followed and improved by Indians and later 
settlers in civilization's expansion through the 
wilderness. 

With a quick glance at a trail, the Indian 
hunter could tell what animal had made it, how 
recently it had been used, by how many animals, 
and the direction in which these animals had 
been traveling. He could also determine an 
animal's size, the speed with which it had 
moved, and, in many cases, its sex and reasons for 
traveling along a particular route. These facts 
coupled with the knowledge of the local terrain 
and each animal's needs and habits told him 
where the animal had probably come from and 
where it was likely headed. 

To our Indian hunter, such understanding of 
woodland sign was mandatory. He learned to 
read them carefully and accurately, or he 
starved. While there are still many woodsmen 
who possess much of the Indian's tracking 
abilities, most of us have neither the time nor the 
need to match the depth of his skills. A 
fundamental knowledge of tracks and the 
animals that made them, however, can develop 
into an interesting hobby and provide increased 
sport for today's amateur hunter and naturalist. 

Animal habitat and habits provide a basic 
starting point in tracking, for environment 
influences body development, foot structure, 
and uses. The beaver's webbed hind feet, used in 
swimming, are an obvious example. Although 
the foot adaptations of other mammals may not 
be quite so obvious, each is equally influenced so 
that all may be characterized by the part of the 
foot upon which they walk. · 

Man, beaver, skunk, raccoon, opossum, rat, 
squirrel, and bear are known as plantigrades. 
They distribute weight over the entire foot 
surface. These species' hind feet are longer than 
their forefeet, to provide support when the 
animal stands or sits up to grasp. Their toes, 



BOBCAT GRAYFOX 

ShRathed claws do not slww in track. In stalking, the back 
foot st,eps into the track of the froni foot, minimizing noise. 
four wes on hind and fore feet. 

Claws slww in track. Almostperfect track registration like the 
cat Occasional tail drag may be visihle in dust. Faur wes on 
hind and fore feet. 

Digiligrade 

pad, and heel usually show up in each track. 
Domestic cats, bobcats, dogs, foxes, and other 

animals that use only their toes and front pads 
for walking are called digitigrades. AB 
carnivores, these animals depend upon speed 
and maneuverability to make their kills. While 
cats use their claws to capture prey, dogs depend 
more upon their canine teeth. Thus, the cat's 
sharp claws do not show in its track as they are 
sheathed for protection. The dog's claws are used 
in pursuit and remain fixed in its track. This 
elementary bit of knowledge has enabled 
biologists to identify easily many a so-called 
cougar print in South Carolina as nothing more 
unusual than that of a large dog. 

A third group, the ungulates, includes horses, 
cows, pigs, deer, and all hooved mammals that 
move about only on their toenails. Horses have 
specialized to such a degree that their feet have 
developed a single broad nail or hoof. Deer, 
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which depend upon their hooves for great speed 
and agility on both hard and moist ground, 
exhibit a slender split hoof which does not hang 
in brush and vines but can splay apart in soft 
ground to provide maximum support and speed 
for escape. 

Predators, such as foxes and bobcats, and 
prey, such as deer, have developed a careful 
stride that minimizes sound and scent. The hind 
feet of these three step directly, or almost 
directly, into the space just vacated by the front 
feet so that front and back tracks are in almost 
perfect register as the animal stalks its prey or 
feeds quietly on the cluttered forest floor. 

Just as animal tracks may be categorized by 
the part of the foot that leaves a print, their 
strides also give clues to their habits. While the . 
squirrel will walk for short distances, it most 
often leaves paired bounding tracks complete 
with claw marks. As the squirrel bounds, its 

forefeet strike the ground side by side directly in 
front of the body. The back legs then overreach 
the front so that the rear leg tracks are also side 
by side and almost directly in front of those made 
by the front legs. This stride is indicative of such 
tree climbers. 

Ground dwellers walk or trot along. When 
they bound, their front legs move in a line along 
the side of the body, producing more widely 
spaced tracks. 

An idea of each species' foot size, stride 
length, and weight is also neces.sary to identify 
the animal. The track of a wild turkey would 
obviously be much larger, deeper, and more 
widely spaced than that of a bobwhite quail, but 
what about a raccoon's track as compared to an 
opossum's, or a young gray squirrel's print 
compared to that of a large wood rat? Careful 
study, observation, and experience must be used 
to separate such similar tracks. 
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QUAIL GRAY SQUIRREL 
Walking stride, 
thre£ toes fanmrd, 
one rear. 

Claws and bauruhng stride mark the tre£ climbers. Five toes 
on hind foot four toes on fore foot. 

SPARROW 
Hoppi:ng stride, 
three toes forward, 
one rear. 
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FUCKER 
Hopjnng stride, 
two toes forward, 
two rear. 
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Prints of the raccoon and opossum may at first 
appear similar but are actually quite different. 
While both have five-toed feet, the raccoon's 
trail will show the human foot-like shape of its 
hind feet, while the opos.sum's front and rear 
footprints will appear hand-like. Close 
examination of the opossum's trail will also 
reveal an opposable-type thumb similar to our 
own and without any claw on the rear footprints. 

Our comparison of a large wood rat with a 
small gray squirrel can be solved if the observer 
knows that a rat's track usually shows a tail drag 
while the squirrel's does not. The squirrel's 
occasional hopping prints and nearby leaf nests 
or scattered cone cuttings also give away its 
presence. 

The game becomes more difficult as you 
compare similar species, follow trails over hard 
or leaf-littered ground, and seek more 
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information about the trail's maker and its 
intentions. Every hunter knows several fellows 
who will swear they can tell the difference 
between buck and doe tracks by the size and 
shape of the print. Large, heavy, blunt whitetail 
deer tracks are supposedly bucks, while more 
dainty petal-shaped prints are identified as those 
of a doe. This type of woodslore reasoning 
completely discounts the fact that there are more 
than a few hefty, wom-hooved old does and 
slender-hooved young bucks out there tramping 
around in the moonlight. 

These tracking experts' definite opinions 
remind me of a waterfowl guide who, when 
questioned about his positive identification of 
distant ducks as mallards, replied: "Those birds 
were at least a thousand yards off. You came here 
hoping to shoot mallards, so ifl say that's what 
they were, can you prove that they weren't?" 

Studying animal signs and the relationships 
of various species with their habitats and 

behavior is an art. It must be learned through 
study, observation, and practice. But the would
be tracker doesn't have to begin any farther from 
home than his or her own backyard. The habits 
and tracks of domestic dogs and cats and well
known song birds provide experiences in animal 
behavior applicable to similar species in the 
wild. 

Mo.5t small domestic dogs leave a track very 
similar to that of the fox. Both dog and fox walk 
on their toes and have fixed claws. Both also 
make a fairly straight trail, but the fox will often 
approach unknown objects in a slightly circling 
manner while the dog's approach is usually more 
direct. The mo.5t noticeable difference between 
the two is that dog tracks a\mo.5t never show 
registration between front and rear tracks and 
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may have accompanying scuff marks where the 
animal dragged its feet. The fox is almost perfect 
in its foot placement. · 

The retractile claws of both domestic and 
wild cats prevent these razor-sharp hunting 
weapons from being worn down and dulled as 
the animals walk. The claws are kept sharp and 
the toes limber as these animals reach high on 
· an object and pull downward in a scratching 
motion. Both bobcat and house cat trails move 
in a straight line with front and rear feet in 
perfect registration. Each track is almost directly 
in line with the others. The two animal's trails 
are almost identical except fur track size. 

Many birds, like mammals, also exhibit 
distinct stride patterns. Ground birds like the 
wild turkey, dove, quail, and domestic pigeon 
leave a walking trail. Others such as the 
sparrows, finches, and juncos hop, leaving 
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paired tracks. Like the squirrel, which leaves 
both walking and bounding tracks, the robin 
leaves both hopping and walking prints. 

Unlil<.e most birds, which have three toes 
forward and one to the rear, owls and 
woodpeckers, although their tracks are seldom 
encountered, leave x-shaped prints. Waterfowl 
and many shorebirds also produce distinct tracks 
as their short rear toes leave almost no 
impression. Waterfowl, of course, also leave a 
webbed print. 

Reptiles, amphibians, mollusks, crustaceans, 
and insects have their own peculiar signs. The 
first two, including turtles, almost all leave a tail 
impression between flat triangular footprints, 
but snakes, with the exception of the large 
diamondback rattler, leave an undulating 
ribbon-like trail. The heavy diamondback's trail 
may appear like a straight furrow, as this predator 
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is seldom in a hurry to get out of anything's way. 
Almost everyone who has spent any time at 

the South Carolina shore has seen the clam's 
zigzag furrow and the fiddler crab's oven-like 
burrow entrance of excavated sand and mud. 
Insect cocoons, cuttings, egg clusters, and nests 
provide the most noticeable signs of their 
presence. 

Each animal, great and small, leaves evidence 
of its passing. Anyone willing to study the habits 
and body characteristics of animals can interpret 
nature's signs, can learn where and when certain 
species are likely to be seen, and thus can 
increase his or her enjoyment oflife. For the 
tracker is actually a close observer of life who 
comes to realize that while all creatures are 
unique, each is dependent upon the others and 
shares a common need for food, shelter, and 
companionship with its own kind. _,,,,, 
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THE SQUIRE OF 

My first meeting with 
Archibald Hamilton 

Rutledge was in December 
ofl958.Afterduck 
hunting near McClellanville, I had gone to visit 
Hampton Plantation before returning home. 
Mrs. Archibald Rutledge Jr. completed an 
interesting hour-long tourof the plantation by 
offering to introduce me to Dr. and Mrs. 
Rutledge. They were seated before a log fire in 
Hampton's living room and invited me to join 
them. During the next hour, Dr. Rutledge and I 
found we had much of mutual interest. 

As I left the house, Dr. Rutledge walked with 
me to the columned front porch where in the 
driveway he saw the outboard boat on its trailer 
behind my car. He commented that I could 
leave my boat there, and I replied by asking him 
to go fishing in the Santee River with me upon 
my return. He was then seventy-five years of age 
and said that he had not been fishing in ten 
years, but would certainly enjoy a trip on the 
river. While that fishing trip never materialized, 
it was my privilege to know him and call him 
friend during my later visits at Hampton and at 
his second wife's old home in Spartanburg 
during his last fifteen years. 

His nearly ninety years saw Dr. Rutledge as 
sportsman, nature lover, college professor, 
author, andsquireofHamptonPlantation. He 
was South Carolina's first poet laureate and a 
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(Right) Partraitof Rutledge by Alfred]onniaux 
Hung in the House Chamber of the Sowh Carolina State 
House ( Above) Hampton Plantation 

Archibald Rutledge left us a 
great legacy of wildlife 

lcrre and the loveliness of 
his Hampton Plantation. 
Here a friend and admirer 

recalLs the Rutledge he knew. 

writer of international reputation. Almost one 
hundred published books relate many tales of his 
wildlife ventures in the woodlands of his 
ancestral plantation home, and, in spite of his 
many awards, of which the John Burroughs 
Award for the best nature writing in America 
was probably the most outstanding, Dr. 
Rutledge always delighted in greeting those who 
visited Hampton. 

Dr. Archie, as I began calling him, was a 
great raconteur. He enjoyed telling stories of his 

by Benton Young 
Photography by Robert Clark 

life around Hampton
of hunting, fishing, and 
communing with nature. 
As wonderful as his 

books are to read, they cannot convey the 
animation and humor of the stories as he told 
them in person. 

The accumulation of a wealth of nature tales 
began almost from birth, as he later told of being 
lifted from the crib and swung by the antlers of 
the family's pet deer at age five months. Born 
October 23, one hundred years ago this year, in 
the Rutledge summer home at McClellanville, 
Archibald was one of six children. He rode 
horseback to the Wedge Plantation school where 
he was taught all subjects by Annie Lucas, sister 
of his second wife, Alice Lucas. The forest so 
fascinated him that he was said to be habitually 
late. At seven, he became the family mail 
carrier, riding fourteen miles through the woods 
every evening to and from the local post office. 
Thus, he later wrote, began his lifelong 
obligation and longing to be out at night. A 
second boyhood career was that of commercial 
fisherman, at which he said he worked day and 
night to sell fish at twenty-five cents a dozen. 

Hampton was always Dr. Rutledge's spiritual 
home. He was reared there and inherited the 
plantation when his father, Colonel Henry 
Middleton Rutledge II, died. Dr. Archie spent 
as much time there as he could. One Christmas, 





when he was a student at Porter Military 
Academy in Charleston, the headmaster 
decided to give the students an extra day's 
vacation, beginning a day earlier than planned. 
Archie had no way to communicate this news to 
his father, who was to meet him in a horse and 
buggy the following day in Mount Pleasant. He 
set out at once on foot, crossing the ferry to 
Mount Pleasant. He then walked and jogged all 
night for the fifty miles to Hampton to arrive 
about daybreak, a tired but happy teenager. 

After Porter, Rutledge enrolled at Union 
College in Schenectady, New York, and upon 
graduation, took a position at Mercersburg 
Academy in Pennsylvania. He earned a Masters 
degree from Union in 1907 but was called "Dr. 
Rutledge" after receiving several honorary 
doctorates in the 1940s. 

During the thirty-three years Dr. Rutledge 
taught English at Mercersburg from 1904 to 
1937, his family spent Christmas holiday 
seasons at Hampton Plantation. Hunting had 
been the order of the day at Hampton since its 
building in 1730, and around 1923 when his 
three sons-Archibald Jr., Henry Middleton 
IV, and Irvine Hart-were old enough, Dr. 
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Above, left to right: Archibald Rutledge, Archibald Rutledge 
Jr. , Henry Middleton Rutledge IV, Irvine Hart Rutledge. 
From 1923 through 1943, fatherandsonseagerlyanticipated 
each season's deer drives known as The Hampton Hunts. 

While other boys are whirling 
in the latest jazz or telling 

dubious stories on street corners, 
I'd like to think that mine are 
deep in the lonely woods, far 
in the silent hills, listening to 

another kind of music, learning 
a different kind oflore. 
- Rutledge, An American Hunter 

Rutledge began having what became known as 
the Hampton Hunts. Their deer drivers were 
Gabriel and Prince Alston and Prince's three 
sons: Prince, Will, and Samuel. Prince Alston 
had been Dr. Archie's inseparable boyhood 
companion. Their bags of game, including deer, 
turkey, and quail, became legendary. 

Dr. Archie's experience and knowledge of 
wildlife was the reason for his acquaintance with 
Charles Steinmetz, the genius of electricity. 
While a student at Union College, Rutledge 
helped pay some of his expenses by feeding the 
unusual pets which Steinmetz kept in his house. 
Steinmetz, a confirmed bachelor, was the genius 
at the General Electric works in Schenectady. 
Hearing that there was in the college a boy who 
knew how to feed snakes and alligators, 
Steinmetz sent for Rutledge. 

Of Steinmetz, Rutledge said, "The privilege 
of knowing him was so high that I would gladly 
have worked for him just to be with him. I came 
to know him very well-an elfin spirit, with a 
mind that seemed to move in an orbit far outside 

"' that of any other mind I knew. In the course of 
§ my intimacy with Steinmetz, I met many famous 
~ men; among these were Thomas A. Edison, 
~ Henry Ford Sr. , John Burroughs, and George 
~ Westinghouse-these last two bearded like 
"' ~ frontiersmen." 
§ Another famous acquaintance of Dr. Archie's 
5 was Dr. Henry Yan Dyke of Princeton 
~ University, who was already a famous poet when 
~ the two met at Mercersburg Academy. Each year 
g Dr. Irvine, HeadmasterofMercersburg, would 
g invite Dr. Yan Dyke to come to Mercersburg 
.. and preach to the students. Famed for his 

ministry and his many familiar hymns, Dr. Van 
Dyke preferred to come in the spring when the 
trout season was open, and there would be a 
picnic with the Irvine and Rutledge families 
along Dickey's Run, a sparkling stream running 
through woods and meadows where flyfishing for 
trout could bring great rewards. Yan Dyke took a 
great interest in the young South Carolina 
English teacher and gave him advice and 
constant encouragement, rejoicing in the young 
writer's increasing success. Flyfishing together 
for brook trout along Dickey's Run gave each a 
special pleasure, and this annual affair 
continued even after President Wilson named 
Dr. Yan Dyke ambassador to the Netherlands. 

Dr. Archie was never one to sit idle. When 
not teaching school or out after game, he was 
busy writing. By the mid-twenties he had 
published Heart of the South, Tam and I on the 
Old Plantation, Days Off in Dixie, Plantation 
Game Trails, and several books of poetry. In 
1925 the American Magazine published a series 
of his nature articles which later served as the 
basis for Peace in the Heart, published in 192 7. 
This book brought him national acclaim, and 
the chapter, "Life's Extras," was expanded into a 



small book which has sold well over a million 
copies and has been translated for distribution 
throughout the world. 

The year 1934 brought both despair and 
acclaim to Dr. Rutledge. On the annual 
Christmas visit to Charleston, his beloved wife 
of thirty years, Florence Louise Hart, took ill 
suddenly and died in Charleston. Florence was 
the sister-in-law ofMercersburg's former 
headmaster, Dr. Irvine, who had become like 
an older brother to Rutledge. 

Dr. Rutledge returned to the school confused 
about his future. Then, in March, he received a 
telegram from his son, Mid, a medical student in 
Charleston, congratulating him on his 
appointment as the first poet laureate of South 
Carolina. He began to talk publicly of coming 
home to stay; Hampton had been unoccupied 
since 1930. 

In 1935 word of the proposed Santee-Cooper 
lake complex reached Dr. Rutledge. The 
ecological impact of the project brought him 
visions of the loss of the great Santee Swamp and 
the virtual death of his native Santee Delta with 
saltwater replacing the river's fresh current. 

His letters and articles opposing this project 
brought on the wrath of the project's large 
financial backers, and a bill was introduced in 
the state senate to abolish the office of poet 
laureate. Friends came to his assistance, 
defeating the bill and sponsoring a successful 
house resolution expressing confidence and 
appreciation for his efforts on behalf of the state 
and upholding his right to freedom of speech. 
His office was saved, but the Santee-Cooper 
project went forward. 

In 1936 Dr. Archie married his childhood 
sweetheart Alice Lucas of Spartanburg, who 
had lived at the Wedge Plantation some two 
miles from Hampton. In 193 7 the two returned 
to South Carolina and a Hampton with fallen 
plaster, overrun by the lush Lowcountry growth. 
With a pension from Mercersburg Academy, a 
stipend for services as poet laureate, and their 
own good health, the two returned the old 
house to a state of good repair. Dr. Rutledge 
recorded their labors in "The Return of the 
Native," published in the Saturday Evening Post. 
This article was soon enlarged into his book 
Home By The River, bringing a steady stream of 
visitors over the next three decades to meet its 
author and view his famous home. 

An incident typical of Dr. Archie's often 
humorous hunting stories appears in his book, 
The Woods and Wild Things I Remember, as "The 
Bishop Earns A Gobbler." In the late 1930s, a 
big day at the St. James Santee Episcopal 
Church was the bishop's annual visit, when 
services were held in the old brick church about 
two miles along a sandy road from Hampton 
Plantation. 

Dr. Rutledge said that on this particular 

HUNTER'S CHOICE 
0 it's not the bull moose of New Brunswick, 
Or Wyoming's wapiti tall, 
Or Canada's caribou tall, 
Or the Kodiak bear 
That I see and I hear 
When I vision the forests of fall: 

It's the buck with the wide,branching horns! 
My strategems wary he scorns, 
My artifice wily he scorns. 
He is haunting my dreams 
Of the mountains and streams. 
My evenings, my nights, and my morns, 
The buck with the wide,branching horns! 

The dark has no mystery deeper 
Than the shadowy stag it conceals, 
Than the spectral old stag it conceals. 
Like a spirit he roves 
The wilds that he loves, 
His presence their magic reveals. 

His crown is diadem royal, 
The stars on it sparkle and shine, 
The stars on it twinkle and shine; 
Now splendid he'll loom, 
Now fade in the gloom 
Where glimmer the cypress and pine. 

\Xt7hen red is the reedland at sunrise, 
And mallard and teal are in flight, 
And gray goose and black,duck in flight, 
Many men of good breed 
Find the sport that they need, 
But mine is a different delight: 

It's the buck with the wide,branching horns! 
His beauty the wildwood adorns, 
His wonder the wildwood adorns. 
He is haunting my dreams 
Of the mountains and streams, 
My evenings, my nights, and my moms, 
The buck with the wide,branching horns! 

-Rutledge, Deep River 



BEAUTIFUL WINGS (ToArthurT. Wayne) 

Beautiful Wings, no more, ah, nevermore, 
By Copahee, or Capers' wild seashore, 
Or in the parish pinelands sweet and old 
Shall his clear eyes your radiant grace behold. 

Beautiful Sunsets over Cooper River, 
His glory shall be given you forever; 
Beautiful Dawns that on the sea awake, 
Henceforth your light shall of his light partake. 

Beautiful Wcxxls and Marshes, he shall roam 
Your solitudes no more, that were his home ... 
Hereafter you shall never be the same; 
Each path he walked lives brightened by his fame. 

A nobler grandeur wears the live~oak dim, 
And the momentous pine, remembering him, 
A taller splendor; in each birdsong sweet 
A melody his life has made complete. 

Beautiful Minstrels, he who heard you best, 
Listening all his life, now takes his rest. 
Sing to him sleeping! He has loved you well. 
Now let your love of him your music tell. 

And let the sweet bay and the jasmine frail; 
And the immaculate magnolia pale, 
The tall wood violet on swaying stem 
Weave for his fame a fragrant diadem. 

Darkness, deal bravely with my gallant friend 
Who walked in light and virtue to the end ... 
Land that he honored, honor well your son 
Whose life and your own glory now are one. 

- Rutledge, Deep River 

occasion he was wearing a head bandage from a 
recent accident and suggested to his wife that he 
drive her to church. While she attended 
services, he would have Prince, his longtime 
friend and plantation foreman, take him to the 
doctor in Georgetown to change the bandage. 

one gobbler in completing his season limit of 
five birds. 

Dr. Archie's reasoning prevailed and he 
recalled that upon reaching church they were 
greeted by an embarrassing lot of friends, all 
curious about his bandaged head. As he drove 
away, he overheard an elderly woman remark, "I 
was afraid it might come to that." 

At this suggestion, his wife asked him, "You 
aren't thinking of going turkey hunting while I 
am at church, are you? What would the bishop 
think?" Mrs. Rutledge knew that he lacked only 
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On his drive home, about a mile from the 
church, something special caught his attention: 

a wild gobbler standing on the grassy left 
shoulder of the quiet road. Lying on the back 
seat was a . 22 caliber rifle Dr. Rutledge declared 
he had meant to take out before driving his wife 
to church. In his pocket he found a single 
cartridge. As he stopped the car, the gobbler 
ducked back among the pines and into some 
broom sedge that hid everything but his head 
and neck. At a careful shot from the rifle, the 
bird fell with a broken neck, and Dr. Rutledge 
was off in a hurry to retrieve his prize. In his 
exertion, the head bandage loosened, and a 
trickle of blood oozed from his unhealed cuts. 
He was now pleased that he could enjoy his 
triumph in silence and secrecy. 

But, as he returned with the bird toward the 
road, he saw another car parked beside his own 
and was greeted by a chorus of feminine voices 
from the back seat. Behind the wheel was a 
member of the church vestry, and beside him, 
looking both benign and surprised, sat the 
bishop himself. 

"Your head," said the bishop with real 
concern, "you've hurt yourself. And what a 
magnificent gobbler. How I wish I had been 
with you on the hunt!" 

Dr. Archie appreciated the bishop's tolerance 
and understanding and gave a sketchy 
explanation of how things had happened and 
why he was not headed toward church. He felt 
some incredulous looks upon him, but the 
bishop was believing. 

"Bishop," he said, "if you will come over to 
the plantation house after the service, I shall be 
glad to give you this wild turkey to take home 
with you. I'm sorry to miss the service on 
account of having to go to the doctor." 

"I'd rather go hunting too," the bishop replied 
with a chuckle and with that the car drove off. 

Although Dr. Archie continued his outdoor 
writing, poetry, and sporting adventures during 
these years, the famed Hampton Hunts ended in 
1943 with the death of his second-born, Mid, in 
an automobile accident. Arch Jr. and Irvine left 
thatsameyearforduty in World War IL The 
three continued to hunt together after the war, 
but Irvine, now a retired circuit court judge for 
the state of Maryland, says their hunts were 
never the same after Mid's death , In 1950 Arch 
Jr. returned to live at Hampton until his death in 
1959. 

In 1928ArchJr. hadgivenhisfatherthe 
name "Old Flintlock." Afterwards, for the 
balance of his life, Dr. Rutledge signed his letters 
to his sons with his drawing of a flintlock rifle. 
Flintlock and Irvine corresponded several times 
a week from 1934 until Flintlock's death in 
1973. Irvine was custodian of the family's 
records and photographs, and in 197 4 he 
published We Called Him Flintlock, a pictorial 
account of the most interesting aspects of his 
father's life. 



Dr. Archie often described himself as only a 
visitor amid Hampton's long history and beauty. 
His wish was that it be preserved fur all the 
citizensofSouthCarolina. In 1970, Alice 
Rutledge had died and, after discussing the 
matter with Irvine, he conveyed the plantation 
house and 2 7 5 acres to the state. 

Once, when Rutledge was living in 
Sp-artanburg, he told me that three serious
looking gentlemen in long-tailed black coats had 
visited him there. He immediately assumed they 
were from the local funeral home and were there 
to offer their services should they be needed. 
Only when the gentlemen were seated in his 
living room did Dr. Rutledge learn they were a 
committee from the Nobel Prize for literature 
and had come to meet him as he was under 
consideration for this award, which he later 
missed receiving by .only one vote. 

Dr. Archie was a great believer in guardian 
angels and in the same week he sold Hampton to 
the state of South Carolina, he believed his 
guardian angel put in an appearance. Fifteen 
years earlier the summer place, "Little 
Hampton," in the village of McClellanville, had 
been sold after having been in the Rutledge 
family since his father built it in 1870. Hence, 
when Hampton went out of the Rutledge 
family, Dr. Archie had no real home of his own, 
although he had been wekomed into Alice's 
former home in Spartanburg. But the week that 
Hampton was sold, the summer place came on 
the market, and Dr. Archie purchased it at once 
by telephone. 

In February 1971, at the age of eighty-seven 
and bedfast, he returned fur the remainder of his 
days to his birthplace in McClellanville on 
Jeremy Creek where he could breathe the salt air 
and watch the seagulls through his window as 
they escorted the shrimp boats to and from their 
journeys to the ocean. 

During this period I had several visits with 
Dr. Rutledge. Each found him in good spirits. A 
broken hip from a fall in 1967 had left him 
unable to walk. He was being cared for by three 
local practical nurses, each on an eight-hour 
shift. He was devoting several hours each 
morning to writing and was submitting poetry 
and nature stories to national magazines which 
had used his material in past years. He told me 
that some, but not all, of his writings were being 
accepted for publication. He had spent a great 
deal of time writing his autobiography and had it 
almost completed. He showed me the loose-leaf 
copy in a cardboard box in his bedroom. After 
his death, this could not be located and it has 
never been found. 

On one visit he pointed out to me on his wall 
a framed Order of the Palmetto which Governor 
John West had sent to him, and a prized gift 
from his son, Irvine, in which photographs of 
four of his favorite birds had been framed. 

"If every human being could 
be asked what he would rather have 

in life than anything else, a 
composite of all the answers would 
probably show that peace in the heart 

is what we really want .... " 
-Rutledge, Peace in the Heart 

On my last visit, Dr. Archie told me he had 
dreamed that some of his deceased relatives had 
asked him to join them and he indicated he 
\M'.)Uld not mind. Just ten weeks before his 
sudden and unexpected death, he wrote to 
Irvine, "I am writing a cheerful poem on dying. 
It has one good line: 'When my King commands 
my spirit to be free'." He never finished that 
poem. 

On the evening of September 15, 1973, at 
the summer place in the village where he had 

On September 15, 1973, ArchibaldRutledgelefnhisuorldas 
he had entered almost ninety years earlier, amid the simplicity 
of The Summer Place, the family cottage at McClellanville, 
South Carolina. ''Beautiful Wings,'' his poem in memory of 
ornithologist Arthur T. Wayne, speaks for us all on the 
absence of the poet from the walks and mxxis of Hampton. 

(Top) Back Porch at Hampton Plantation 

( Bottom) The Summer Place 

been born in 1883, his King commanded his 
spirit to be free. He was laid to rest beside his 
eldest son, Archibald Jr., in the family gravesite 
at Hampton, which he and Will Alston had 
bricked in after he returned to live at Hampton. 
The graves of Alice, Rorence, and Henry 
Middleton IV, his second son, have been moved 
there. 

The funeral service for Dr. Rutledge on 
September 18, 1973, was a simple, private 
ceremony concluded at the family gravesite 
among the great oaks between the house and the 
river. The part of the service I knew Dr. Archie 
would have appreciated most was the singing of 
Negro spirituals by the black women of the 
r,lantation neighborhood. Like the title of 
perhaps his most popular book and as inscribed 
on his grave marker, he was Home By The River, 
at last .. • 

Benton Young is a writer in Columbia. 
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The bay of a coonlwund at a tree on a 
clear fall night, the profile of a pair of 
good bird dogs on point, a pat on the 
head for the perfect retrieve, the sight of a 
pack of foxhounds in full chase and full 
cry, or the melodious singing of a pack of 
beagles on a crisp winter rnamingc-if 
you love hunting dogs, South Carolina 
has plenty of action for you. 

The six major breeds of hunting dogs in the 
Palmetto State, all of them richly involved in 
the state's history, are beagles, bird dogs, 
retrievers, coonhounds, foxhounds, and one 
special breed-the only breed developed in the 
stat~the Boykin Spaniel. 

In this overview of hunting dogs, it would be 
impos.sible to make any meaningful mention of 
all those who have hunted, bred, trained, 
trialed, and kept the good dogs that have proved 
their merit and mettle across the United States. 
Because so many good dogs have come out of 
South Carolina, this discussion of hunting dog 
heritage only hits some of the high spots. I have 
touched on just some who have formed this 
state's rich hunting dog tradition, but I hope I 
have mentioned enough of them to show that 
South Carolina takes a back seat to nowhere 
when it comes to hunting dogs. 

- BOYKIN SPANIELS 

I t was a hot May day in 1980 that 
Boykin Spaniel owners from across the 
United States gathered at a 

recreation area near Elgin for the 
first Boykin field trial ever held anywhere. It also 
marked the third annual meeting of the Boykin 
Spaniel Society, a group formed to promote the 

by Pat Robertson 

little brown hunting dog Boykin lovers are prone 
to call "the best little retriever in the land." 

The stakes were set up on a hillside field and 
at a nearby pond. The Boykins, many adept at 
bringing in the doves on a hot fall day or even 
going after downed wood ducks in Santee 
Swamp, were put through their paces by several 
retriever trial judges aided by a member of the 
Boykin Spaniel Society. 

At day's end, while the barbecue was being 
served in the shade of the big oaks at the 
clubhouse, a crisp working female named 
Cricket was named first overall in the Open 
Stake, and an eager young male named Bo was 
first in the Puppy Stake. Cricket, owned and 
handled by Nat Gist of Sumter had also placed 
second in the Dove Only Open Stake. Bo, 
owned and handled by Alton Yeargin of 
Greenville, led all puppies, winning both the 
Puppy Dove and Duck Stake and the Puppy 
Dove Only Stake. 

Thus was begun a national event to honor the 
only hunting dog ever developed in the Palmetto 
State. The Fourth Annual National Boykin 
Spaniel Retriever Trial was held this past May at 
Millcreek Park near Pinewood. There were 
sixty-one entries overall in the premiere trial, 
and this year's event was limited by the 
association to just over seventy entries from 
across the United States and Canada. 

Buck, owned by Clay Hasty of Camden, won 
the Open Land Stake, and Widgeon, owned by 
Elizabeth Riley of Elgin, won the Open Water 
Stake. Coach Campbell's Flea Bag, owned by 
George Campbell ofDillon, was first in the 
Puppy Land Stake and second in the Puppy 
Water Stake and was named Overall Puppy 
Champion. JC's Miss Tillie, owned by Janice 
Caulder of Camden, was first in the Puppy 
Water Stake. Woody, owned by Thomas Lord of 
Columbia, placed fourth in the Open Land 
Stake and third in the Open Water Stake, and 
was named Overall Open Champion. 

The Boykin Spaniel Field Trial has become 
such a crowd pleaser and big success that some 
members of the society have formed another 
organization just to promote Boykin field trials in 

' the state. The Carolina Boykin Spaniel is the 
name of the new field trial organization and 
Gene Griffith of Newberry is president of the 
group which plans to host a regular schedule of 
field trial events. 

The Boykin spaniel, although bred true, is 
not recognized as yet by any of the major breed 
registries. Since organizing, however, the society 
has set up a breeder's book and about four or five 

NTHE FIELD 
years ago began listing Boykins in it. After some 
time, the book was closed, and the society now 
recognizes only those Boykins whose ancestry is 
listed in the breeder's book. "We were hoping to 
get maybe a hundred dogs for a gene pool," 
recalled Edmund "Beaver" Hardy of Columbia, 
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a Boykin breeder for twenty-five years and an 
officer in the society. "But the turnout was 
tremendous. We ended up with more than seven 
hundred dogs in our foundation stock." 

The Boykin spaniel was originally bred nearly 
seventy years ago to hunt wild turkeys and 
retrieve ducks from the Wateree River Swamp. 
Today the Boykin is considered by many to be 
the premiere dog in the dove field-dashing for a 
fallen bird at full tilt, scooping him up in one 
rolling motion, and fetching him back just as fast. 

But they can be a force on a duck hunt, too. 
In a South CaroUna Wildlife article several years 
ago, Hardy recalled an experience he and his 
Boykin, Pat, had on a duck hunting trip to 
Louisiana. 

"I was all set to go duck hunting on the Little 
Lake Hunting Club, which is about seventy 
miles outside New Orleans, and decided at the 
last minute to take Pat, my Boykin spaniel, 
along. It sure gave the fellows a big laugh when 
they discovered that I had shipped a little fuzzy 
brown dog in a crate on the plane all the way out 
to Louisiana. 

"The boats they used for duck hunting there 
were pirogues, which are long narrow dugout 
boats similar to canoes and real easy to tip over. 
Before the end of the hunt, Pat had made 
Christians out of those gentlemen. She did an 
outstanding job of retrieving and easily adapted 
to a boat that a larger retriever could not have 
worked from or even fit into." 

Opposite page: Coach CampbeU's Flea Bag (left) was the 
National Boykin Puppy Champion; his mother, Coach 
Campbell's Trouble (right) , = the same aUXIrd in 1981. 
Both are owned by George Brown Campbell of DiUon. Below, 
left: Hugh R. Caston of Spartanburg walks Field Champion 
Toby-L to the rabbit's scent. Below, right: The beagles of 
Caston and his son Chris have provided quite a display for the 
Caston home. 

A mixture of fact and some legend has it that 
the Boykin was developed from a flop-eared 
reddish dog found outside a church in 
Spartanburg by A.L. White. White took the 
dog home as a pet, then sent it down to his 
hunting buddy, Whit Boykin of the Boykin 
Community outside Camden. Boykin 
developed the scruffy little dog into a superb 
turkey dog and prime duck retriever. He then 
bred this male dog, believed to have been called 
Dumpy, to some of his best retriever females, 
and all Boykins of today are derived from this 
era;.<;. 

Later crosses have been made with Labradors, 
Chesapeake Bay retrievers, American field 
spaniels, and American water spaniels, possibly 
even with some other breeds. But, whatever the 
source, the Boykin today is a beautiful little dog, 
a natural retriever, a great house dog and pet, 
and just about the best-all-around hunting dog 
there is. Dove retrieving now is the Boykin's 
forte, but he can give an equally fine 
performance on ducks, quail, whatever you draw 
a bead on . 

...,, 
BEAGLES 

e ooperation is the key to working 
beagles, whether there are two dogs 
or a dozen involved in the chase. 
Not only are beagles expected to 

display a good nose, a fair amount of desire, and 
independence in search for the track, they also 
should work with their partners toward the 
ultimate goal of driving the bunny past the 
hunter. The same idea in a much more 
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controlled situation applies to beagle field trials. 
Many a youngster in South Carolina has 

grown up with a pair of bunny chasers in the 
yard, often small, nearly nondescript hounds, 
nonetheless called beagles. These were the dogs 
that country kids hunted on cottontail rabbits in 
the fall and winter-and still do. 

These are also the same dogs, though now 
sporting blue-ribboned pedigrees, that 
participate in the various field trials held across 
the state year-round by the eight beagle clubs in 
South Carolina. These clubs differ from almost 
all the other hunting breed organizations in that 
all but one of them owns or rents the field trial 
site and manages it specifically for cottontail 
rabbit habitat. 

Bunny rabbits on these club grounds live 
somewhat pampered lives. Everything is planted 
specifically for their tastes, they are protected 
from predators ( all but one of the eight clubs is 
completely fenced to keep cats, foxes, and other 
predators out), and none of the rabbits is ever in 
danger of being killed by either humans or dogs. 
Most clubs would immediately expel any 
member who shot a rabbit in the enclosure, and 
beagles that display a penchant for catching a 
rabbit would probably be banned from the 
grounds. All the beaglers ask of the rabbits in 
return for their plush digs is sport for the little 
hounds at the trials. Many of the rabbits appear 
to enjoy the trials as much as the dogs and people 
do. Rabbits trailed by a pair of beagles often wait 
at a junction for the dogs to catch up, then 
bound off through the brush, carefully leaving a 
zig-zag line of scent, then waiting at another 
crossroads for the dogs to catch up. The object 
here is not to catch the rabbit, but to let the 
beagles display their best tracking abilities. 

The history of beagle field trials in the entire 
South is closely entwined with the history of 
South Carolina field trials. One of the best
known field trial judges of all time was Harold 
"Bubba" Estes of Gaffney, who retired from 
active judging several years ago after three 
decades of following the little hounds from here 
to New England, the Midwest, the Deep 
South, and back. For years, he was half of the 
judging team ofBubba and Madison "Knife" 
Estes, before his brother retired from judging. 

There are two highly respected judges who 
hail from South Carolina now-Hastings 
Hendrix of Aiken, who has been elected to 
judge the prestigious International Association 
Winners Stake next year, and Tom Couch of 
Greenville, who judges many American Kennel 
Club licensed trials across the South. 

Once the owner of a good beagle had to look 
out of state for a qualified handler to take his dog 
to the trials. Now three handlers operate out of 
South Carolina: Charles Welty of Columbia, 
Frank Simpers of Edgefield, and Rayford 
Gambrell of Ware Shoals. Though retired from 
handling now, Ralph Lamb of Inman once was 
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one of the most sought-after handlers on the 
national circuit. 

A few years ago top-notch field champions 
were hard to find in South Carolina. Breeders 
here seemed to prefer backyard breeding to what 
was being developed in other parts of the 
country. One famous hound, Reedy River 
Weasel, was famous for producing top-notch 
hunting beagles, and hunters who can track 

in Pendleton County have banded together to 
train beagles and further their sport. 

Changing land uses have lessened the 
habitat for rabbits and other small game in the 
years since World War IL A lot of acreage has 
gone the route of pine monoculture, 
subdivisions, and shopping centers. Little farms 
with lots of fringe areas and brushy terraces have 
been absorbed into huge till-to-the-trees 
superfarms. While there are fewer places to 
chase the wily cottontail, there are still ardent 
beaglers whose best times are spent listening to 
the music of a good pack oflittle rabbit dogs. 

BIRDDOGS 

their dogs' pedigrees back to Weasel have 
something to brag about. However, there were 
some who labored to develop the best field trial 
dogs in the breed here, among them Bill 
Ferguson of Sharon. Few hounds in South 
Carolina have surpassed the individual 
accomplishments in the field of his famous 
female, Field Champion (Fld. Ch.) Ferguson's 
Bess. One of today's noteworthy breeders is 
Charles "Dude" Davis of Pelzer, whose top stud 
dogisFld. Ch. WalkingTallSonofSambo, a 
hound that has already produced half a dozen 
field champions with more expected to finish. 
Then, there are Hugh R. Caston and his son, 

W hen it comes to hunting dogs, 
South Carolina's claim to national 
prominence results from the 
state's tremendous reputation as 

Dr. Chris Caston, both of Spartanburg, who 
raised and have at stud Fld. Ch. Caston's Toby-
L and Fld. Ch. Caston's Brawny Lad. 

Rabbit hunters and field trialers alike have 
been able to find what they wanted at the 
kennels of Don Lambert of Woodruff. Lambert 
keeps a stable of fine field champions and some 
excellent brood bitches and has developed a 
number of fine prospects. 

The hound from South Carolina that made 
the biggest mark in modern day field trialing was 
Fld. Ch. Tilley's Little Nancy, who was bred and 
raised by Harmon Hughes of Orangeburg. 
When Nancy was run in her first licensed field 
trial, she was seen by F. T. Tilley Jr. ofWinston
Salem, North Carolina, who purchased her for a 
considerable sum. Nancy went on to become the 
1976 National Purina Dog of the Year and a 
prodigious producer of quality beagles. Many of 
the top beagles in the country today carry 
Nancy's name in their pedigrees-and she's still 
producing. 

The eight clubs in the state each hold an 
AKC licensed field trial each year. In addition, 
the eight are joined into the South Carolina 
State Championship and hold qualifying trials 
throughout the year for the State Championship 
Winners Stake that is held every year on the last 
Saturday in February. Four of the clubs belong to 
the Palmetto Association of Beagle Clubs, and 
that association holds a winner's stake to name a 
champion every March. Some of the other clubs 
belong to the Carolinas Association of Beagle 
Clubs, which includes some North Carolina 
field trial clubs. In addition, Iodine State Beagle 
Club at Simpsonville hosts the Tri-State 
Championship every October to name a regional 
champion from the two Carolinas and Georgia. 

There also is a new organization in the state 
strictly for rabbit hunters. Some rabbit hunters 

a bird dog training center. Some of the best bird 
dogs in the nation have come from the Palmetto 
State-and national and regional champions are 
bred and trained with regularity here. 

The reason probably is the larger open fields 
and managed pine plantations in the 
Lowcountry. Here a handler can find the open 
spaces he needs to work wide-ranging bird dogs. 
Here is where many great American bird dog 
legends were born. 

Go back a few years to the time of a great 
pointer male, Newman's Delivery Dan, owned 
by Ernest Newman of Sumter and handled by 
Fred Arant ofBarnwell. Dan is responsible for a 
lot of the fine pointer bird dog blood in the state 
today. Arant also handled one of Dan's sons, 
Ramblin' Rebel Dan, another outstanding 
pointer. And then there was the great setter 
male in his string, Toronado, whose blood is 
liberally sprinkled in the pedigrees of South 
Carolina setters today. 

Another pointer that infused potent 
characteristics into today's field trial bird dogs 
was Dean's Lucky Boy, owned by Dr. Dean 
Dines of Columbia. Lucky Boy, handled by the 
late professional handler George Hodge of 
Sumter, never became a champion, but he 
produced champions! 

Columbia also has been the starting place for 
another prominent line of pointer bird dogs, 
those that hail from the Tooth Acres Kennels of 
Dr. Frank Hines, a Columbia orthodontist. The 
Tooth Acres dogs mostly came from two great 
pointer champions, Fast Delivery and Riggins 
White Knight. Tooth Acres Hawk, out of 
White Knight, was handled by Arant to the 
championship of the National Open Pheasant 
Trial. Dr. Hines' current champion, Tooth 
Acres Jody, won the Michigan Open Shooting 
Dog Championship. Handled by professional 
handler John Ray Kimbrell of Fort Mill, Jody 
was the Open Derby and Amateur Derby Dog of 
the Year in South Carolina in 1981. 



In Lake City Stuart Heath and Thelmar Page 
have developed an excellent line of pointers, 
including the 1983 Shooting Dog of the Year in 
South Carolina, Bonafido. Bonafido also won 
the Region Three Open Shooting Dog 
Championship held this past year in South 
Carolina and the Indiana Open Shooting Dog 
Championship. Heath's fine female, Carolina 
Bonfire, was bred to the famous Pork Roll, 
owned by noted breeder Dr. Alvin Nitchman of 
Alabama, and this cross produced a male named 
Certo which won the National Amateur 
Shooting Dog Championship at two years of 
age. 

Palmetto State bird dogs have even had an 
international influence. Handler Carl Barkley of 
Camden raised a beautiful working setter named 
Driftwood Acres Mikie. Mikie was owned by 
Sam Crouch of Edgefield who sold him to 
handler Gilbert Barkley of Sumter ( Carl 
Barkley's cousin), who in tum sold the dog to 
bird dog fanciers in Japan! 

South C-arolina has long been a home for the 
profes.sional handler. They worked their dogs 
here in the winters, then went north and west 
into Canada and the western prairies for the 
spring and summer field trials. There are names 
like George Crangle of New York who trained at 
Allendale, the late George Hodge of Sumter, 
Bert Robinson of Camden, and the modem 
handlers Kimbrell ofFort Mill, Page and Heath 
ofLtl<eCity, BarkleyofSumter, andJim 
Crangle of Ridgeland ( George Crangle's nephew) . 

And there is also Phil Brousseau of Edgefield, 
now in his seventies and retired as a professional, 
who was the top handler in the nation several 
times during his long career. Phil trained at 

Kline and he handled many of the top bird dogs 
of his day-Farmer's Secret Weapon, winner of 
the Missouri Quail Championship and the Free
For-All Championship at Canton, Mississippi; 
Devious, perhaps not the winningest pointer he 
handled, but in his estimation by far the best; 
the fantastic Little Frenchman, a super winning 
son of Devious; Triple Champion Rig-A-Jig; the 
great English setter, Eicks Beau Gene, regional 
champion; and many, many others. At the 
height of his career, The Augusta Chrcmicle 
named Brousseau "Sportsman of the Year." 

South Carolina has produced its share and 
more of the great bird dogs of North America. 
Recently, prominent dogs include Double 
Champion A Rambling Rebel, owned by 
William Walker Jr. of Detroit, Michigan, and 
handled by Arant; Quintuple Champion 
Mission, owned by Dr. J.M. Bennett Jr. of 
Ridgeland, also handled by Arant; Champion 
Japark's Rebel Jack, owned by Jim Hardy of 
Bethel, North Carolina, also handled by Arant; 
and Paladin's Blue Chips, owned by Dr. Lloyd 
E. Varner and handled by Hodge. 

Pointers haven't stolen the entire show, 
however. The 1975 Open Shooting Dog of the 
Year in South Carolina was an English setter, 
Pitchfork Ben Tilghman, owned by M.C. 
Wallace of Florence. Ben also was runner-up in 
the 1975 South Carolina Open Shooting Dog 
Classic. Current breeders of winning English 
setters in the state include Jack Thompson of 
Roebuck and Skip Brown of Greer. 

And then there is that almost forgotten but so 
beautiful breed, the Irish setter, which has had a 
substantial history in South Carolina sporting 
dog lore. Edwin M. Berolzheimer, a New York 

Tooth Acres Jody, owned by Columbia orthodontist 
Frank Hines, brought home the$ I, 000 first prize as the 1983 
Michigan Open Shooting Dog Champion. 

financier, hunted Irish dogs on his South 
Carolina plantation and campaigned them in 
field trials in the 1940s. Edgefield native Joe 
Hamilton was president of the National Red 
Setter Club and was extremely successful with 
the red setters of his Quail Hollow Kennels in 
field trials. Hamilton won the National Red 
Setter Championship three times, one year won 
seven of nine placements awarded at the trial, 
and once won all three placements in the 
Amateur Class at the National Championship. 

The greatest influence in fi~ld redsetters in 
recent years was the great female Askew's 
Carolina Lady, a famous rurkey dog in eastern 
North Carolina in the early 1950s. A good 
rurkey dog does not point the turkeys, but 
flushes them toward the hunter. However, after 
earning regional acclaim as a great turkey
hunting dog, Lady was tried out on quail, and 
her excellent instincts as a pointing dog were 
discovered. Lady was then developed into a 
highly successful pointing field setter, and today 
her brood runs.heavy in most of the field red 
setters. She was the only Irish setter ever elected 
to the Field Trial Hall ofFame. 

South Carolina continues to enjoy a great 
interest in bird dog field trials. The Association 
of South Carolina Field Trial Clubs with more 
than a dozen active clubs around the state meets 
at Springrnaid Beach every May to set the 
annual trial schedule and to honor the t~p dogs 
and people in the sport. John Little of Chester is 
the president of A. S. C. F. T. C., and Dr. Jimmy 
Page of Greenville is secretary. Dr. Billy 
McCathem, a West Columbia dentist, is 
president of Region Three, which is comprised 
of the two Carolinas, Maryland, Virginia, and 
Washington, D. C. The Region Three Shooting 
Dog Championship will be held this year at the 
Webb Wildlife Center near Hampton, as will 
the South Carolina Shooting Dog Classic and 
the South Carolina State Championship. 

There is also a lot of interest in the so-called 
"walking dog" field trials and "shoot-to-retrieve" 
trials. These organizations are running 
qualifying trials in the state and plan to run 
championships by next spring. 

In addition, quail hunters in many counties 
have formed their own local quail hunting clubs, 
many of which are organized into the South 
Carolina Bird Hunters Association. C. C. 
Smith of Gray Court is secretary of that 
association. 

A discussion of South Carolina bird dogs 
would not be complete without some mention of 
the people who have built the strength of the 
breeds through judging the field trials.Two 
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Sumter enthusiasts were among the mast 
respected bird dog judges from this area. H. Q. 
Jones was a prominent judge, and Ernest 
Newman judged such major trials as the 
Continental, the National Free-For-All, and the 
National Amateur Shooting Dog 
Championship. 

Today, Warren Pearson of Pendleton is highly 
sought after for many regional trials, as is Dr. 
McCathern, who has judged the U.S. Quail 
Shooting Dog Futurity, and Charles Young of 
Cassat, who has also judged the futurity. Dr. 
Hines is in demand as a judge, as is Kimbrell, the 
handler from Fort Mill. 

From the Saturday quail hunter to the big 
time of pointing breed field trials, South 
Carolina has played a major role in the 
development of the finest bird dogs anywhere. 

COONHOUNDS 
epending on who you ask, there 
are anywhere from several dozen to 
nearly one hundred coonhound 

clubs across the Palmetto 
State, but there is one organization and one trial 
that is the biggest in the state. And it is one of 
the biggest coonhunting events in the world. 
That is the Grand American held at the 
Orangeburg Fairgrounds every year during the 
first full weekend in January. 

The Grand American, the second largest 
coon dog event in the country, began twenty 
years ago as the World's Championship Water 
Race on Lake Hartwell. The water race, a 
warm-weather event in which dogs swim after a 
raccoon sitting atop a raft, continued on Lake 
Hartwell for two more years, then moved to 
Romulous, Michigan, and then back to 
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Chester, South Carolina. Since 1968 the world 
championship water race has been held each 
Labor Day near Kenton, Ohio. 

But while the water race was being held here, 
the idea for the Grand American was born, and 
the first Grand American Wild Coon Hunt was 
held in 1965, sponsored by the National Water 
Racing Association. Some three hundred fifty 
hounds were signed up for the two-night hunt. 
Now the hunt accommodates six hundred 
hounds over the two nights-and several 
hundred potential entries are turned away every 
year. 

And if the home-court advantage ever had 
true meaning, it has to be for the Grand 
American. South Carolina coonhounds have 
taken more than their share of the first place 
trophies for this mast prestigious coonhunting 
trial. 
~ For instance, in 1981 Jay Harley of 
Orangeburg won the Grand American with his 
bluetick hound, Carolina Chip. Before that, 
however, James Mathison of the lower part of the 
state won the Grand American two years in a 
row ( the first time that has ever happened) with 
Carolina Casey. In 1978, Roy Braddock of 
Younges Island took the event with his "hard
treeing" Walker female, Braddock's Lady. And 
the same year that Harley won the Grand 
American, Monty Day of Gilbert won the 
Champion Bench Show with his treeing 
Walker, Grand Champion Day's Carolina 
Peaches. Peaches was best in Class, Best in 
Breed, Best Female in Show, and Best Overall. 

Coonhunting in the United States may well 
be the mast popular of all the hunting dog 
sports. Coonhunters claim, and few would 
dispute them, that they spend more money on 
their dogs and their sport than any of the other 

Left: CaroUna Chip, a bluetick hound oomed by Jay Harley of 
Orangeburg, won the 198 1 Grand American Wild Coon 
Hunt. Opposite page: Dipstick, a black male Trigoomed by 
R. N. "Bud'' Shealy of Leesville, won first place in the Derby 
at the Trig Foxhound Nationals in Glasgow, Kentucky, where 
the breed originated. 

breed sports. A good coonhound that has won 
one or more championships might sell for 
$20,000 or $30,000, and there have been some 
in South Carolina in that range. That same dog, 
when turned to stud, can claim $150 to $300 for 
a stud fee , and the dog can be used two or three 
times a week, so it doesn't take long to earn back 
an expensive investment with the right dog. 

Besides the Grand American, the next mast 
prestigious event in the state is the South 
Carolina State Coonhunting Championship 
held every March at the Palmetto Coonhunters 

~ Club near Sumter. The United Kennel Club 
@ licensed hunt runs two nights and features water 

races, a treeing contest, and a bench show. The 
hunt is open to all coonhound breeds. 

The proliferation of coonhound breeds is the 
part of coonhunting that oftens stumps the 
newcomer. There are six recognized coonhound 
breeds, and then there are crosses and "grade 
dogs" ( unregistered hounds) . The six breeds are 
blueticks, black and tans, Walker hounds, 
English, redbone, and Plott hounds. Except for 
the Plotts, which were developed right across 
the state line in western North Carolina by 
German immigrant Jonathan Plott about the 
time of the American Revolution, the other 
breeds are primarily descended from the old, 
slow Colonial foxhounds that were no match for 
the fleet-footed red fox. 

South Carolina breeders have been at the fore 
of national prominence, too. Travis Windham 
ofBishopville, for instance, has Grand N ite 
Champion Windham's Drummer Boy. Boy, one 
of the leading Walker hound stud dogs in the 
nation, is presently being studded in Indiana. 
Lynne Smith of Newberry currently advertises 
his N ite Champion Tree Picking Billy in The 
American Cooner. Billy is registered with the 
United Kennel Club, the Profes.sional 
Coonhunters As.sociation, the American 
Coonhunters As.sociation, and the National 
Kennel Club. 

There are estimated to be at least five 
thousand active coonhunters in the Palmetto 
State who belong to a coonhunt club. In 
addition, there are a lot of other coonhunters 
who just keep good hounds and like to go into 
the woods at night for a good race, without 
worrying about wins and titles and the 
rigamarole involved with organized 
coonhunting. 

Besides the Grand American and the South 
Carolina State Coonhunting Championship, 



each of the local coonhunting clubs usually has 
at least one hunt a month, and many hold 
Saturday treeing contests, bench shows, and 
water races. 

Then there are the special events sanctioned 
by the various breed organizations. Each breed 
organization holds annual sectional 
championships, usually involving two, three, or 
four states. And some of those breed sectionals 
are scheduled in the Palmetto State each year. 

There are so many coonhunting events in the 
Palmetto State that it's a safe bet that a 
coonhunter can find some action any week of 
the year, from the local right up to the 
international level. 

They are all looking for one thing: that 
perfect coonhound, a hard hunter that trees 
every track he strikes and stays hard at the tree. 
And there are a lot of almost perfect 
coonhounds around. Just ask a coonhunter. 

FOXHOUNDS 
h, to have foxhunted back in those 
days when the only obstruction was 
a rail fence!' '-Lament of a modem
day South Carolina foxhunter. 

More than any other outdoor recreation, 
foxhunting is perhaps the most squeezed by 
progress. Railways, highways, shopping malls, 
subdivisions, all the intrusion of urban, 
commercial, and industrial expansion have 
shrunk the foxhunter's domain year by year, day 
by day. And South Carolina is no exception. 

The story goes of a Palmetto State foxhunter 
who gave up the sport about thirty years ago. In 
his time, he was noted for his acumen in trading 
hounds and in buying good dogs. One season he 
had gone to Kentucky and Tennessee, perhaps 
even North Carolina and Georgia, and bought 
or traded for what promised to be the best pack 
of foxhounds in three states. In the course of his 
trades and purchases, he had spent some ten 
thousand dollars to get the hounds he wanted. 

The first week that he ran his pack he lost two 
hounds on the highway. The second week, one 
of the best of the bunch didn't recover from a 
particularly venomous rattlesnake bite. The 
third week two more hounds were ground under 
the wheels of a Miami-New York train. His ten 
thousand dollars gone and disgusted with his 
fate, he gave the remainder of his hounds to 
friends and has never gone foxhunting again. 

It isn't always that bad for the foxhunter, but 
those who hear the story can certainly 
sympathize with their retired brother. While the 
crunch of progress is being felt in the Palmetto 
State as much as in any of the other foxhunting 
states, South Carolina and the sister state to the 
north can boast of having pas.5ibly the best 
foxhunting territory left in the United States. 
"The best place left to run fox is in that area from 
Laurinburg, North Carolina, to Cheraw, South 

Carolina, declares R. N. "Bud" Shealy of 
Leesville, a lifelong foxhunter. 

And, because of this strong tradition, South 
Carolina has produced its share of the top 
foxhounds in the nation. "When it comes to 
running fox, South Carolina and North 
Carolina will put a hurt on the rest of the 
country," says Shealy. 

Two of the most recent national winners were 
owned by Clayton and Burnie Poston of 
Johnsonville. Burnie's Ranger R, owned by 
Burnie Poston, was the 1979 National 
Champion. C and R Gray Boy, owned by 
Clayton Poston, was the last United States 
Open (U.S.O.) Champion from South 
Carolina and was also Mid-South Champion. 
The foxhound that some foxhunters will tell you 
is the number one stud hound in the United 
States is Skelton's Sundance, kenneled in Lake 
City. 

State foxhunters have been in the forefront of 
nationalfoxhunting, too. E.W. "Bill"Nettlesof 
Sumter is a director of the National Foxhunting 
Association and has served as the group's 
national president. Hubert Clemons of Green 
Sea is past president of the U.S. 0 ., and his 
hounds have won both the U.S. 0. and the 
National. 

There has been a rich tradition of foxhunting 
in the state since the days of the Old South. 
General Wade Hampton's pack of foxhounds 
was known widely. Much of the South's 
expertise as calvary soldiers came from skills 
learned while astride a horse in full pursuit of a 
pack of hounds. In the twentieth century most of 
the riders turned to pickup trucks, and big, 

open, little traveled areas were needed for the 
major foxhunts. 

For that reason, the sandhills and flat bays 
east of Camden were ideal for organized hunts, 
and the State Foxhunt has been held out of the 
Kershaw County Wildlife Center for many years. 
The center also has been the site on a number of 
occasions for the National Foxhunt and the 
U.S. 0. In recent years the National has been 
headquartered fa irly regularly at Laurinburg, but 
the U.S.0., often called the Boston Marathon 
of Foxhunting, is still run at Camden every few 
years. 

While many envision a foxhunt as well
dressed people on horseback following a pack of 
hounds, the actual "riding to the hounds" is but 
one aspect of organized foxhunting. Often 
during the larger national hunts there will be 
dressed-up riders, but these participants usually 
are not regular foxhunters. These often are horse 
enthusiasts in riding habits who revive the 
ancient sport of following the hounds on 
horseback, while most of the hound owners ride 
in pickup trucks from point to point to observe 
the races. In such a large organized hunt, some 
of the foxhound owners will of necessity be on 
horseback in order to get into the thickly 
wooded areas to catch the action just as they did 
in General Hampton's day, while the rest of the 
field participates in the modem version of 
foxhunting by "hill-topping" in their pickups. 

South Carolina plays host to another aspect 
of foxhunting: the Southeastern Trigg 
Association is headquartered in the Palmetto 
State and some of the better known Trigg hound 
breeders in the country carry on the tradition of 
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this fine old foxhound breed here. The Trigg 
originated in Glasgow, Kentucky, right after the 
Civil War in the foxhound kennels of Colonel 
Hayden Trigg. But the breed traces its ancestry 
back to hounds in Virginia owned by Dr. T. Y. 
Henry, a grandson of Patrick Henry, and the 
early hounds out of neighboring Georgia. 

Today, the Triggs appear to be fading out as a 
distinct foxhound breed, but the tradition is 
carried on in South Carolina by Shealy, who is 
following in his father's footsteps, and by others 
like Sambo Trotter, Mark Oswalt, Ed Meetze, 
and Frank Proctor. 

The Southeastern Trigg As&x:iation holds its 
annual trial usually the second weekend in 
August on the J. R. McCartha place near 
Batesburg. Charlton Oswalt ofBatesburg is 
president and Frank Proctor of Hardeeville is 
secretary of the association. 

Besides the Trigg association, South Carolina 
has five other foxhunting organizations that 
conduct regular hunts: the Tri-County 
Foxhunters, the Pee Dee Foxhunters 
Association, Northwest South Carolina 
Foxhunters Association, Coastal Carolina, and 
the Eastern Carolina Foxhunters. 

The State Foxhunt is usually held the third 
week of September, the National Foxhunt 
usually the second week ofNovember, and the 
U.S.O. thefirstweekofDecember. Tommy 
Gibbons of Olanta is president of the South 
Carolina State Foxhunters As&x:iation, and 
Russell Logan, also of Olanta, is secretary. 

"Foxhunting is a way oflife. It's born into you. 
I believe it's determined at birth," said Bill 
Nettles in a magazine interview a few years ago. 
Last year Nettles was honored with a special 
supper at the Kershaw Center for the years he 
has put into South Carolina foxhunting. "Life is 
at its best," he says, "when you can hear the 
hounds running with their heads up. The sound 
of good hound music will make the hair stand up 
on the back of your neck. 

And, while the organized hunts are 
enjoyable, Nettles still likes to go on an 
overnight foxhunt with his friends. "We like for 
our hounds to be packed tight. The best fun is 
when we get together and cook up a fish stew, 
then tum the dogs out and listen to a good 
race. " 

Who in his right mind could possibly ask for 
more? 

RETRIEVERS 

Tommy Lackland went to Pennsylvania to 
attend a retriever field trial. 

"I talked with some pros up there," recalled 
Lackland, "and they urged me to start a retriever 
trial in South Carolina. It was virgin territory." 

One handler was so excited about the 
prospect of opening up a new area for retriever 
trials that he offered to come south and judge the 
first trial if Lackland could get enough local 
interest to start a trial. 

Well, the rest is retrieving history. The 
Columbia druggist found the interest and the 
first trial was scheduled. As he promised, Jay 
Sweezy of Chestertown, Maryland, came down 
and judged it. Lackland chuckles over the first 
trial and those that followed in the next few 
years. "We didn't have great dogs then. But," he 
adds, "we've got some competition in this state 
now. " 

Shift forward just seven years for the event 
that would solidly establish the state's reputation 

S 
outh Carolina has always had duck 1. 

hunting, and the duck hunters have 
always had retrievers. Until about 
fifteen or sixteen years ago, all those 

retrievers were "meat dogs," bred and trained for 
just one thing: to go get the ducks shot down by 
their masters. That all changed in 1967, the 
year Columbia pharmacist and Labrador devotee 
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as a great state for retrievers. A young 
schoolteacher from Camden had fallen in love 
with the big black dogs that dominated the 
retriever trials, and she came to Lackland's office 
seeking advice on getting a good puppy. Delma 
Hazzard had grown up in the country near 
Georgetown and had been duck hunting on 
nearby plantations since the age of eleven. There 
had always been retrievers around her family's 
big house in the Lowcountry. 

Then she got the training bug. She wanted to 
train a good field trial retriever. 'Tommy had 
stacks and stacks ofField Trial News ( the 
retriever lover's bible}, and he was the most 
knowledgeable person on retrievers that I knew 
in South Carolina." Hazzard went to Lackland 
and talked with him about getting a puppy. She 
devoured the stacks of retriever magazines that 
occupy every cranny of Lackland's office. 

"When I finally decided to buy a puppy, there 
were two litters advertised. One litter was similar 
to Tommy's breeding and the other wasn't." 
Lackland unselfishly suggested she opt for the 
other litter "to get some fresh blood in the state." 
It proved to be excellent advice. 

And that decision, coupled with the 
development of an excellent young professional 
trainer elsewhere in the state, probably did more 
to raise the Palmetto State to the top of 
retrieverdom than anything else. While Hazzard 
was getting into the retriever field trial game, 

Left: Hugh Arthur of Eastover is now recognized as rhe rap 
retriever rrainer in the Southeast Above: Dude's Double or 
Norhin ', 1974 National Derby Champion and sire of 
champions, retrieves andgers a hug from his owner, Delma 
Hazzard of Georgerown and Camden. 
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Hugh Arthur, a young trainer from Eastover, was 
learning his trade from the ground floor up. In 
the year since, his successs on the field trial has 
earned his Sand Hill Kennels national 
recognition. And Arthur is now easily 
recognized as the top retriever trainer in the 
Southeast. Some observers rank him among the 
top two or three in the entire country! 

When Hazzard got her big black puppy in 
1973 she was still teaching school. When he was 
nine months old, she ran him in a local derby 
trial ( for dogs less than two years old) and he 
placed. The next month she took him to an 
American Kennel Club licensed trial in 
Tennessee and he placed third behind the dogs 
that had been the National Derby Champion 
and the runnerup to the National Champion. 
Then came the realization that this dog could 
become the national champion himself-with 
the right handling. School teaching and the 
pursuit of a graduate degree no longer held the 
fire in Hazzard's heart. She had never traveled 
west of the Mississippi before, but "I knew that 
I'd have to take him to California in February, 
and I'd have to drop out of school." 

Doc, Hazzard's nickname for Dude's Double 
or Nothin', won his first derby trial on the West 
Coast at fourteen months of age. "I knew then 
that he could become the National Derby 
Champion," she said. Not blessed with funds, 
the pair set out across the United States, the 
pretty young ex-school teacher driving the 
International Scout and the big, bold lab sitting 
on the front seat beside her. Unable to afford the 
luxury of a motel, they slept in a tent. 

In the fa ll of 197 4, Doc won the coveted 
National Derby Championship. He had run in 
thirty-five trials, completed twenty-six. He had 
nine firsts for a total of seventy-three points, and 

he accumulated a number of seconds, thirds, 
and fourths along the way. Hazzard and Doc had 
gone up against the biggest and richest breeding 
programs in retriever field training and they had 
come away winners. Then, when she put Doc 
on the circuit, he completed both his field 
championship and his amateur field 
championship. Since then he has been in great 
demand as a sire. 

Proof of the success of retrievers in the 
Palmetto State is the fact that, since the heyday 
of Doc on the national circuit, a number of 
South Carolina dogs have done quite well in 
national competition. And Arthur continues to 
train many new field champions at Eastover. 

While Hazzard was developing one of the top 
retrievers in the nation, the Palmetto Retriever 
Club, born out of that first trial fifteen years ago, 
was growing and developing, too. "A lot of our 
entries at first were people with gun dogs," said 
Lackland. "So, as we got more sophisticated, we 

~ held a gun dog stake. Some of the people who 
~ were entering that moved on into the regular 

field trials-and even the gun dog trials got 
competitive and more sophisticated. The 
Palmetto Retriever Club holds about eight 
monthly trials each year, in addition to the 
American Kennel Club (AKC) trials which 
draw the big-name handlers with their strings of 
dogs from across the country. The two AKC 
trials are held the first weekend in March and 
the first weekend in November. The sport is 
strong enough to draw 130 to 150 entries just for 
the monthly club trials. The current president of 
the club is Nancy Brown Jackson, a prominent 
breeder who runs Swift Creek Kennels near 
Camden. 

In 1981, South Carolina played host to the 
National Retriever Trial, bringing the sport's 
most prestigious event to the Palmetto State. Gil 
Gilreath of Greenville, recognized as an excellent 
judge, served as chairman for the National. A 
big black Lab from Ohio won the national title, 
NFC-AFC Orion's Sky, owned by John and 
Judy Martin. Sky was sired by none other than 
Dude's Double or Nothin'. 

No accounting of the growth of retriever field 
trialing in South Carolina would be complete 
without mention of the late Dr. W.W. "Waddy" 
Chapman of Sumter. Waddy was an avid 
amateur trainer and handler, and there was no 
harder worker in the Palmetto Retriever C lub. 
His favorite pastime was to come home from the 
hospital in the afternoon, tum out his labs, and 
head for the pond down the big hill behind his 
house at Wedgefield. There he would often work 
until dark, putting his retrievers through their 
paces, honing them for the next trial, whether it 
was a local club event or an A. K. C.-licensed 
trial three states away. The Palmetto Retriever 
Club dedicated the AKC trial following his 
death to his memory. It was a fitting observance 
for one who loved the sport so well. -• 

HUNTING DOG 

CLUBS 

Boykin Spaniels: 
The Boykin Spaniel Society, P.O. Box 237, 
2606 North Broad Street, Camden, S.C., 
29020; phone: (803) 425-1023. Margaret 
Laney, secretary. 
The Carolina Boykin Spaniel, Gene Griffith of 
Newberry, president, 1413 Griffith Park, 
Newberry, S.C., 29108. 
Beagles: 
The South Carolina Swte Beagle Championship, 
Larry Fenton, secretary, Route 2, Box '261-B, 
Camden, S.C., 29020. 
Palmetto Association of Beagle Clubs, Larry 
Fenton ( same as above). 
Bird Dogs: 
Association of South Carolina Field Trial Clubs, 
Dr. James B. Page, secretary, 610 Pendleton 
Street, Greenvi lle, S.C., 29601; phone: (803) 
242-6565. 
Region Three, Dr. Billy McCathem, president, 
I JOI BAvenue, West Columbia, S.C., 
29169; phone: (803) 794-8741. 
Coonhounds: 
S. C. Coonhunrers Association, Shirley Mims, 
secretary, Route 3, Box21, Edgefield, S.C., 
29824. 
South Carolina Swte Championship, Melvin 
Brown of Kingstree, S.C., 29556; phone: 
(803) 354-7012 (day) or (803) 354-6662 
(night), or Charles Barwick, Sumter, S. C., 
29 150; phone: (803) 481-2793. 
Foxhounds: 
S. C. Swee Foxhunters Association, Tommy 
Gibbons, president, P.O. Box 104,Olanta, 
S.C., 29114; Russell Logan, secretary, Route 
I , Olanta, S. C., 29 114; phone: (803) 396-
4540. 
Pee Dee Foxhunters Association, Buck Meeks, 
president, Route 2, Box 321-A, Polkton, 
N.C., 28135; phone: (704) 272-74 79; Hubert 
Clemmons, secretary, Route I, Box 11 7, 
Green Sea, S.C., 29545; phone: (803) 357-
351 1. Also ca ll Clemmons concerning the 
Coastal Carolina and Eastern Carolina 
Foxhunters Associations. 
Northu~stem South Carolina Foxhunters 
Association, Etonia Rezis, president, Lillie Mae 
Rezis, secretary, Route J, Pickens, S.C., 
29671; phone: (803) 878-9187. 
Sowheastem Trigg Foxhunrers Association, 
Charlton Oswalt, president, Batesburg, S.C., 
29006. Also contact Oswalt for information 
about the Tri-Country Foxhunters Association. 
Retrievers: 
The Palmetto Ret1ieverClub, Nancy Brown 
Jackson, president, Swift Creek Kennels, 
Route I , Swift Creek Kennel Road, Camden, 
S.C., 29020;phone: (803)432-7275. 

Pat Robertson is an outdoor writer for The Columbia Record 
newspaper and national outdoor magazines. 

29 



Left: Lentinus tigrinus. Single or in clusters on 
stumps or buried roots. Non-JX]isonous but 
unp:ilatab/e. Be/aw: Columned stinkhorn (Oathrus 
columnatus). Found in sandy soils. Unp;zlatab/e. 

"'T;,ead the forest floor warily, lest you 
1 ~h same elf s umbrella,ar crumble Old 
Man Tood's stool.Almost CJVemight a fungus 
plant presents its mushroom frnit to the 
woodland world-tiny shelves, coatracks, 
bud vases, lxzthtubs far the little guys. What 
you spy in the evening breeze may be fairies 
on their way to a moondance-or mush
room spores windlxlrne to a tree trunk of 
their awn. So you-with your giant feet
step gingerly over that miniature master
piece far underneath may sit a gnome play
ing flute music by the glowworm light. _ _,, 
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Left: Bear's head, satyr's l:mrd, 
l:mrded tooth (Hericium 
erinaceous ). Parasitic 
on some trees. Edible. 

AlxJve: Yellow-footed chanterelle (Cantharellus 
xanthopus). Numerous on moss or mossy logs 
in mixed harduxxxi-pine forests. Edible, but 
prolxzbly not-,xilatable. 

Left: Russula sp. Found in a,xn uxxxis and on lawns 
around trees. Prolxzbly farms mycarrhizal (symbiotic) 
associations with tree roots. Passi bly ]X)isonoUS. 
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Right: Parasol mushroom 
(Lepiota procera). Found 

singly or in scattered 
groups along the edges of 

OfX?11 uxxxied areas. Edible 
and choice. 

Alxrve: Fly agaric (Amanita muscaria). Scattered to abundant 
under hardwoods and amifers. Poisonous. 

" '" z 
2, 
0. 

~ 
'--

Right: Golden roral-fungi (Ramaria aurea). These belong to 
a rather -,:wrly known complex of species found along old 
un,xived roods in mixed pine-harduxxxi forests. These are 

edible, but there are same similar species of Ramaria 
which are fX)isonoUS . 

Alxrve: Headlike cordy;eps 
(Cordycepscapitata). Single 
to sewal on underground 
species of Elaphomy::es, a truffle
like fungus. Inedible. 

Editor's Note: Under no 
circumstances should these 
photos of South Carolina 
mushrooms be used to identify 
mushroom species for the 
purpose of eating them. 
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TropJw 
White fails: 

vs. Realitks 
Desired by many, taken by 
few, South Carolina's record 
class bucks are trophies in 
every sense of the word. 
Self-discipline and 
maximum hunting effort are 
the keys to consistent 
trophy hunting success. 

by Mark 0. Bara 

W hen the much-awaited pickup finally 
rolled up to the hanging rack, the hunters 
showed little of the enthusiasm normally 
associated with a successful hunt. Like the 
exchange which followed, they were almost 
without expression. 

"Well, where's the deer?" someone asked 
flatly. 

"In the back of the pickup," the driver 
replied. 

"Any big ones?" 
"Well, pretty big, but they ain't got much 

horns to them." The dour response has become 
almost ritualistic in many parts of South 
Carolina. 

The group crowded around to look at two 
bucks. The smaller one had a five-point rack 
with an eight-and-one-half-inch spread. It was 
basically a forkhom with a tiny brow tine 
emerging on the left beam. The larger buck 
carried a symmetrical, eight-point rack with a 
thirteen-and-one-half-inch spread. 

Amid the usual speculation as to how much 
these deer might weigh, one of the older men 
suggested that the smaller buck would go right at 
145 pounds and that the eight point would be 
pretty close to 175, maybe even 185. Bowing to 
age and experience, the estimates were accepted 
without question as the hunters began skinning 
and dressing the bucks. 

In the conversations that followed, 
uninspiring antler size was attributed to factors 
as diverse as lack of the right feed, inbreeding, 
and possibly the need to remove some does. One 



At 208 5/s points and 166 3/a points respectively, 
John Woo:l's leading non-typical from Beaufort 
County ( top left) and Eddie Hicks' typical record 
holder from Newberry County ( top right) prove that 
the state can produce massive racks. Age may be the 
key to such antler development in South Carolina. 
Wayne Gore's 5 ½ yearold, 125 1/a point (lower 
left) and Ralph Mathews' 4 ½ year old, 133 1/a 
point both made the state typical class record list. 
Both bucks were taken from Buist GMA in Horry 
County, long regarded as an area of infertile, 
mineral-deficient soils. 

obseiver commented on how tough the hide 
appeared on the larger buck. Not failing to note 
some gray on the head, he reckoned that the 
buck had been around for eight or ten years. 
Everyone agreed that the racks should be larger. 
Several expressed the wish that they could find 
real, sure enough trophy bucks. 

The group sat down to eat, and the 
conversation drifted to past hunts and legendary 
bucks. Almost invariably, memories suppressed 
the negative and dredged up the affirmative. 

Among natural phenomena, perhaps none 
inspire more admiration and fascination than 
trophy animals. This was true in paleolithic 
societies, and it is true today, the world over. It 
holds equally true in South Carolina where 
uncounted hours and millions of dollars are 
spent in the management, protection, and 
pursuit of our white-tailed deer. 

By definition, a trophy animal is one which 
has achieved its potential for body size and, in 
the case of members of the deer family, antler 
development. It is also widely accepted that a 
trophy should be a very good, if not outstanding, 
example of its kind. Desirability is enhanced and 
trophy status conferred beyond question in 
proportion to scarcity and the difficulty in 
obtaining such an animal. 

Since its founding by President Theodore 
Roosevelt, the Boone and Crockett Club 
has developed criteria, measured in 
inches, by which outstanding trophies can be 
measured and officially recognized. The most 
recent eighth edition of Records of North 
American Big Game, published by Boone and 
Crockett in 1981, lists 4 56 typical and 313 non
typical white-tailed deer. 

Minimum scores are 170 and 195 
respectively, and they are very impressive racks 
indeed that meet these criteria. A glance at 
Boone and Crockett's typical class list confirms 
that even those scoring in the low 1 70s have ten 
or twelve points, twenty-five inch main beams, 
twenty-inch or better inside spreads, and five
inch minimum circumferences above the burr. 

The best typical whitetail from South 
Carolina scored 166 3/s. This is the well
publicized Eddie Hicks trophy, taken in 
Newberry County in 1974. The second ranking 
typical whitetail from our state is the Loran 

Gladden trophy taken in Lee County in 1979 
and scored at 162 1/s. 

A white-tailed deer rack in the typical 
category is one that is characterized by typical 
tines, that is, points which arise from the upper 
surface of the main beams and project upward. 
A typical rack may have one or more non-typical 
or abnormal points, which are subtracted from 
the overall score, but these racks are 
characterized by a predominance of typical 
antler material. They present an appearance of 
symmetry and balance with paired, typical main 
beams and tines. 

Abnormal points project downward ( drop 
tines) or outward or may arise from other tines 
ratherthan from the main beams. A non-typical 
rack has enough abnormal material to score 
relatively higher in the non- typical class than 
in the typical. For non-typical trophies, the 
lengths of abnormal points are added rather than 
subtracted from the score. There is still an 
emphasis on symmetry, however, and 

~ 
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differences in the lengths of paired points, beams, 
and circumferences are still subtracted as in the 
case of typical racks. 

There is one nationally ranking Boone and 
Crockett deer from South Carolina, a non
typical rack which scored 208 5/s. It was taken 
in October 1971 in Beaufort County. 

Most of the record deer programs in the 
various states use lower minimum criteria than 
the North American competition, and ours is no 
exception. Minimum scores for the South 
Carolina record deer program are 125 for typical 
and 145 for non-typical racks. Although not 
remarkably impressive in the sense of a Boone 
and Crockett head scoring 170, a rack 
measuring 125 is, nonetheless, quite 
respectable. 

On October 29, 1981, during a primitive 
weapons hunt on Buist Game Management 
Area (GMA), a tract of timberlands in Horry 
County owned by International Paper 
Company, Wayne Gore of Conway saw the buck 
which he had been scouting a long time. 
Using a fifty-caliber Hawken, Wayne killed his 
buck with one well-placed 3 70-grain soft-lead 
maxi-ball through the neck. 

A dedicated and skilled hunter, Wayne's 
patience paid off. His buck, a five-and-one-half 
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year old nine-pointer, had a seventeen-and-five
eighths-inch spread. The longest tines were 
between six and ten inches. It scored 125 Ys , the 
first from Buist GMA to make the state record 
list. 

Another Buist head was added to the list 
following the 1982 season. Ralph Matthews, a 
farmer from Coward in Florence County, 
climbed up in his stand early on the morning of 
December 3 during an either-sex gun hunt. 
Using a Mauser bolt action . 30-06 and a 150-
grain bullet, Ralph took a twelve-pointer. This 
one, a four-and-one-half year old, had an 
eighteen-and-three-eighths-inch spread and 
uniformly heavy beams with four-and-seven
eighths basal circumferences. The final score of 
133 1/s is remarkable for an area of notably poor 
soils. 

Like Wayne Gore, Ralph Matthews pursues 
big bucks. His eight- and ten-pointers taken in 
1970 and 1972 on Sandhills National Wildlife 
Refuge in Chesterfield County scored 124 4/s 
and 119 4/s. Last November, his son Petertooka 
nine-point buck on Sandhills Refuge which 
scored 131 7/s. Both father and son now have a 
deer in the state record list. 

Very few South Carolina hunters are 
fortunate enough to obtain deer with antlers of 
these proportions. In fact, anyone owning a deer 
head in the state record deer list belongs to a 
select group. 

As of the end of trophy-measuring efforts last 
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spring, only 677 ranking deer were listed. In a 
given year, only a few dozen to about a hundred 
of the thousands of bucks killed may be added. 
The difficulty of obtaining a ranking buck and 
their rarity in this state adds to our concept of 
what constitutes a trophy. 

Age, genetics, and habitat are the fortuitous 
circumstances that combine to make a trophy 
buck. The best habitat is found on fertile soils 
with a good mixture of forestry and 
agriculture. Favorable habitat results in the best 
quality animals at moderate deer densities. In 
high deer populations, competition for the best 
forage increases dramatically, and there is less 
habitat available to each animal. 

Genetically, deer show just as much variation 
as other species of animals. Some individuals 
have much greater potential than others. One 
sample of one-and-one-half year old bucks I 
examined varied from a ninety-seven-pound 
spike to a 153-pound nine-pointer with a 
fourteen-inch spread. Taken from the same 
area and during the same season, these bucks 
had different genetic potentials. Documented 
studies suggest that while the spike would have 
eventually become a respectable eight- or ten
pointer, it never would have caught up to the 
nine-point one-and-one-half year old had they 
both survived to reach their full potential at five
and-one-half to seven-and-one-half years of age. 

Few bucks survive to reach the older age 
classes, and virtually none ever achieve their 

I 
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potential antler development. 
The smaller buck, almost scorned by the 

hunters at the opening of this article, 
was seventeen months old. A scale revealed an 
actual weight of 123, not the 14 5 pounds 
suggested by our veteran hunter. The previous 
season, this deer was a sixty-pound, 
six-month age class button buck. Actually an 
animal of excellent quality for its age, most of its 
nutritional uptake was going into skeletal and 
muscular growth. 

The five-point, eight-and-one-half-inch rack 
was not only better than average but very good 
for a one-and-one-half year old. Had this young 
buck survived four more seasons, barring disease 
or a decline in habitat quality, it would likely 
have exceeded 200 pounds and carried an 
impressive rack, twenty inches wide or better. 

T oath wear criteria is the accepted method of 
aging. The teeth of the "old gray buck" with the 
smallish eight point revealed a two-and-one-half 
year old. A scale knocked thirty pounds off the 
original estimate of 175. This one was a 11 7-
pound forkhorn the previous season and had 
been shot at on several occasions. Both of these 
bucks had good potential-until they were 
killed. 

Across the state, younger age class animals 
comprise most of the buck harvest. Not by any 
means a phenomenon unique to South 
Carolina, this is often the case throughout the 
whitetail's range. Stated bluntly, this is a 

Ranking Boone and 
Crockett Whitetails: 
State Totals 

Non-typical D 
(minimwn score: 195) 

Typical□ 
(minimum score: 170) 



symptom of heavy hunting pressure. 
Game biologists are often asked if hunting 

regulations could be adjusted to favor the 
availability of older age class bucks. The answer 
is a definite yes. Game populations can be 
managed by a variety of strategies toward any of 
several objectives. The knowlege and ability to 
do so are certainly at our disposal. 

Can regulations be modified in favor of 
trophy-oriented sportsmen? is a more realistic 
question. Here the answer is a definite no. It is 
pretty much mandated by hunters that 
regulatoty and management efforts emphasize 
quantity above quality. To do otherwise 
would require more restrictive seasons and bag 
limits which many South Carolina hunters 
would simply find unacceptable. 

There are no secret mineral supplements or 
magical high-energy foods which will triple the 
numbers and double the size of an area's deer 
through a few strategically placed quarter-acre 
plantings. Briefly stated, management strategies 
aimed at increasing the availability of older age 
class bucks require large tracts ofland and a great 
deal of trouble and expense. Motivation and 
capability are essential. 

The degree of self-restraint and selective 
hunting required by trophy programs exceed 
most hunters' capacities. Highly evolved, 
selective harvest systems require great effort and 
expense and a high degree of cooperation. What 
an individual hunter agrees to do does 
not always translate into what he will do, 
especially when a legal buck strolls out 
combining temptation with excitability. Where 
many people are involved, such as on public 
lands and in large clubs, it is not realistic to 
expect all to agree to goals which some may not 
understand or even care about and to rules 
which may create stress and conflict. 

Thus, in a broad sense, the wildlife 
department neither encourages nor discourages 
trophy deer management. If management 
assistance is requested, it is available, but 
biologists have learned not to encourage hunters 
to complicate their lives beyond what their 
objectives would require. 

Many hunters simply luck up on very fine 
trophies, but the individual, with a little effort, 
can maximize his or her prospects. Choice of 
hunting location may be overstating the obvious, 
but it would be futile to look for a remarkable 
buck where none exists. 

Available data suggest that people kill not 
only more deer, but better quality deer, where 
the land and the wildlife resources receive the 
best care. Knowing this, I would hunt for record 
class deer in counties with moderate to high deer 
kills and a reasonably high occurrence of 
ranking trophy bucks. The top ten counties 
produced 363 out of 650, nearly 56 percent, of 
the ranking trophies for which the county is 

South Caro 
Record Deer 
Program: 
County Totals 

Over300 
11 to30O 
ltolOO 
None□ 

known. The bottom ten counties produced 
only eight or slightly over one percent. 

Unfortunately, there are some areas where 
people are reluctant to report game law 
violations and where juri~s tend to take such 
violations lightly. Maybe citizens in these areas 
will learn to accept their responsibilities and do a 
better job. In the meantime, it could not be 
recommended to a serious trophy hunter that 
much time be wasted in such locations. 

In addition to effective protection and good 
care of the land, the best prospects on private 
tracts are found where forestry and agricultural 
practices are (avorable to wildlife. Look for 
places where hunting pressure is adjusted to the 
capability of the land and where sufficient 
numbers of does are removed each year to 
achieve a balanced program. 

Be aware that bucks can be mismanaged with 
or without a doe harvest, which, in itself, does 
not guarantee bigger bucks. Ideally, at least for 
the trophy hunter, the buck harvest should be 
managed so that some deer will have a chance of 
surviving to the three-and-one-half and four
and-one-half year age classes with perhaps a few 
even reaching five-and-one-half to six-and-one
half. 

Not many sportsmen and clubs are willing to 
undertake these measures, particularly when it 
comes to managing the buck harvest. Where 
people are willing to accept a few self-imposed 
restrictions, some fine trophies are being taken. 

Trophy hunters using public lands must 
search out the most remote and difficult 
locations and be willing to make extraordinary 
efforts. Considerable time must be devoted to 
scouting, evidence has to be evaluated 
intelligently, and physical and mental 
preparedness are essential. 

(minimum non-typical score: 145) 

Schedules should be 
arranged so that several days in 

succession can be devoted to hunting, 
preferably for most of each day rather than just 
the early and late hours. With wary, heavily 
hunted quarry, one or more judiciously selected 
stands would probably be more effective than 
stalking. 

On public or private lands, the serious trophy 
hunter must be far more disciplined than the 
average hunter. If the first ordinary buck coming 
into view is killed, it is a foregone conclusion 
that the big one is not going to present himself. 
Leveling one's sights on a legal buck, only to 
lower the rifle and let him go, requires a certain 
amount of self-assuredness. Perhaps a little 
reverse snobbery is also involved in the 
knowledge that most hunters would "just have to 
try him." No question about it, trophy hunting 
is not for everyone. 

Having personally measured one hundred of 
the ranking South Carolina racks and more 
than two hundred which fell short of the 
minimum scores, I can tell you that consistent 
trophy hunters definitely have something that 
most other hunters do not. It transcends the 
killing of game animals. It goes far beyond the 
memories and reflections and the heads and 
antlers over the mantlepiece. Trophy hunters 
have a sense of pride and accomplishment, of 
sacrifice, risk, and reward, of failed expectations 
and fewer successes. They give the sport their 
best . . • · 

District game biologist Mam Bam began W'.JTking with the 
South Carolina Wildlife and Marine Resources 
OepartmentinMay 1970. Heisanavidoutdoorsman 
and one of the state's ten nationally certified Boone and 
Crockett big game scorers. 
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The geologic strucrures 
resp::>nsible for 

the great Char1eston earthquake of 
J 886 have remained relatively 

quiet for almost J 00 years, but no one 
knows for how much longer. 

Scientists are actively 
searching to find the causes 

of that'historic disaster in hopes that 
their answers will help predict 

the next major earthquake 
before it strikes. 

THE· ByMikeCreel 

SEISMIC 
RIDDLE 
ARE THE ANSWERS NEAR? 
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he long roll deepened and spread into an "T awful roar, that seemed to pervade at once 
the troubled earth and still air above and around. 
Thetremorwasnowarude, rapidquiver, that 
agitated the whole lofty, strong-walled building 
as though it were being shaken-shaken by the 
hand of an immeasurable power, with intent to 
tear its joints asunder and scatter its stones and 
bricks abroad, as a tree casts its over-ripened fruit 
before the breath of the gale. 

"There was no intermission in the vibration 
of the mighty subterranean engine. From the 
first to the last it was a continuous jar, adding 
force with every moment, and, as it approached 
and reached the climax of its manifestation, it 
seemed for a few terrible seconds that no work of 
human hands could possibly survive the shocks. 
The floors were heaving underfoot, the 
surrounding walls and partitions visibly swayed 
to and fro, the crash of falling masses of stone 
and brick and mortar was heard overhead and 
without, the terrible roar filled the ears and 
seemed to fill the mind and heart, dazing 
perception, arresting thought, and for a few 
panting breaths, or while you held your breath in 
dreadful anticipation of immediate and cruel 
death, you felt that life was already past and 
waited for the end, as the victim with his head 
on the block awaits the fall of the uplifted ax." 

Such were the reflections of The News and 
Courier assistant editor Carl McKinley of 
August31, 1886, at9:51 p.m. asheworkedon 
the second floor of The News and Courier 
building in Charleston when the most powerful 
earthquake in the state's 300-year history struck. 

Ken Peters, a historian with the USC 
College of General Studies, while conducting 
research for his upcoming book on the 1886 
Charleston earthquake, discovered an old 
insurance company report of earthquake damage 
in the city. Two investigators examined some 
7,CXX) buildings in the aftermath of the 
earthquake shock and compiled the most 
comprehensive record of earthquake damage up 
to that time. 

"The August 31, 1886, earthquake and its 
aftershocks stand as the most devastating seismic 
event in the Southeastern U.S.," says Walter 
W. Hays, deputy for research applications for the 
U.S. Geological Survey(USGS) office of 
earthquakes, volcanoes, and engineering. "It 
caused an estimated $23 million in damages in 
current dollars, killed sixty people, and injured 
many more. Its ground-shaking caused total 
damage to many buildings in Charleston and 
damaged structures as far away as Columbia, 
Augusta, and Savannah. All or parts of thirty 
states and Ontario, Canada, felt the ground 
shaking." 

Few, if any, now live who can remember the 
great rumble of 1886 that brought terror to 
Charleston and caused panic all across the state. 

But underground, possibly as deep as ten miles, 
the source of the earthquake remains, quiet now, 
but who knows for how much longer? 

Of all seismic events east of the Missouri, the 
Charleston earthquake is responsible for the 
greatest number of unanswered questions. And 
the answers promise to carry some weighty 
implications. Some scientists think that the 
Charleston event is linked to a widespread zone 
of weakness that could affect the entire 
Southeast, including sites for nuclear power 
plants, nuclear waste storage, large reservoirs, 
and other critical facilities. 

Earthquakes in South Carolina and 
throughout the Southeast occur so infrequently 
that they are difficult to study. The 1886 
earthquake has dominated research efforts, 
primarily because it was the largest ever recorded 
on the East Coast and the site continues to be 
shaken by mild tremors. An earthquake equal to 
the Charleston event would have rated 6. 6 to 
6. 9 on today's magnitude scale. 

Dr. Otto Nuttli, a noted seismic researcher of 
St. Louis University, once warned, "When the 
next major earthquake occurs in the East, it will 
produce a disaster of unprecedented scale. A 
major earthquake will occur in the eastern 
United States, and very possibly in the 
southeastern United States, during our present 
generation." 

Greg Gohn, geologist with the USGS 
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Charleston Project, said that originally the 
Charleston earthquake was considered to be a 
unique occurrence limited to Charleston, but 
now the USGS experts believe that such a major 
shock could happen anywhere in the East. "The 
geology of Charleston is not unique but is much 
like that of many other Eastern areas. The return 
interval we expect for a Charleston-type event 
would be about every thousand years at any 
given place in the Southeast." 

Top authorities on earthquakes and seismic 
engineers from around the country met in 
Charleston last May to continue discussions on 
the potential for earth tremors in the Southeast 
and how to prepare for them. 

Hays believes that the state of prepared
ness is poor for a major earthquake in 
the Southeast. "Earthquakes do not occur 
frequently enough to keep people upset here. A 
one-hundred-year earthquake with epicentral 
intensity of VII or VIII on the modified Mercali 
scale would cause people to take note. A tremor 
of this size would knock out a majority of the 
bridges in South Carolina." 

A workshop panel during a September 1981 
conference in Knoxville, Tennessee, agreed that 
the southeastern United States is not prepared 
to cope with the social and economic impacts 
from either a recurrence of the 1886 Charleston 
earthquake or from smaller, more damaging 
ones. The panel felt that constructive and 

EAST BAY AND CUMBERLAND, 
CHARLESTON 

The now-defunct Heliotype Printing 
Company of Boston published this 

view by an unnamed photographer 
of the damage wrought by the 
August 31 , 1886, earthquake to 

businesses at the corner of East Bay 
and Cumberland streets In 

Charleston. Many photographs were 
taken of this scene, but this was one 

of the earliest since no cleanup 
work had begun. 

prudent steps could be taken now to introduce 
changes gradually, leading to a seismic safety 
policy that will improve the state of earthquake 
preparedness in this region. 

The Southeastern United States Seismic 
Safety Consortium and the South Carolina 
Seismic Safety Consortium were both born 
during that 1981 meeting-the first to address 
the hazards of Southeastern earthquakes. 

The ninety-member South Carolina Seismic 
Safety Consortium-co-chaired by Dr. Charles 
Lindbergh, head of civil engineering at The 
Citadel in Charleston, and Dr. Joyce Bagwell, 
geology professor at the Baptist College in 
Charleston-was formed to serve as a model for 
future state safety programs in the Southeast. 
The group has called for the development of 
seismic technology studies and research centers 

in the Southeast similar to those in California 
and Utah. 

Dr. Bagwell, a pioneer in earthquake 
monitoring in South Carolina, maintains a 
thirty-one-channel seismic mini-network with 
stations at sixteen different locations within the 
most active earthquake zone in the state. 
Actively monitoring tremors since 1976, she 
says that many more occur than are felt .... " 
Once when a man called to ask if there had just 
been an earthquake, she went to check a 
seismograph and was surprised to find that one 
had beert recorded a few moments before. 

Civil engineers at The Citadel have nearly 
completed a fifteen-month earthquake 
vulnerability study of Charleston similar to 
those already done in Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Salt Lake City, and the Seattle area. 
The vulnerability analysis, funded by a $41, CXX) 
grant from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC), is the first done for a city in the 
Southeast and will serve as a prototype for other 
municipalities in the state and region. 

It includes an inventory of medical resources, 
public structures, communications, 
transportation systems, public utilities, and 
schools. Estimates are made of casualties, 
structural damage, and the loss of vital public 
needs. The final analysis will be given to local 
and.state organizations to help them design 
comprehensive disaster relief plans and recovery 
operations to improve emergency preparedness. 

Dr. G.A. Bollinger, geophysics professor at 
Virginia Polytechnic and State University in 
Blacksburg, Virginia, and a leading investigator 
of eastern earthquakes, said that there are few 
earthquakes in the East but the damage areas are 
ten times or more larger than in the West. "The 
damage is tied up in the physical properties of 
crustal rocks," he said. "Our rocks here are older 
and apparently harder so they transmit 
vibrations more readily." 

"The sources of eastern earthquakes are 
buried deep in subsurface rocks at depths of five 
miles or greater," Bollinger said. "That is 
different from California earthquake faults, 
which are visible from the surface. Historically, 
earthquakes in the East have no record of 
breaking the ground." 

He said this means that the many surface 
faults geologists have measured in the East are 
"dead and inactive" with tremors originating in 
deeper rock. 

"Because eastern earthquakes occur about six 
to seven times less frequently than western 
ones," Bollinger said, "predicting when or where 
the next one will occur is an even less exact 
science than spotting active eastern faults." 

Earthquake prediction is a rapidly emerging 
scientific field that offers great promise for loss 
reduction, but the accurate prediction of the 
magnitude, time, and location of impending 
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earthquakes in the United States is still years 
away, mast experts agree. Earthquake prediction 
can save lives, as proven by the successful 
prediction of a destructive quake that struck 
Haicheng, China, on February 4, 1975. But if 
not properly implemented, earthquake 
prediction in the United States could, of course, 
cause serious socioeconomic problems. 

History reveals that Charleston was 
forewarned of the impending great 1886 
earthquake, but no one paid much attention. 
Nearby Summerville was rocked by several 
tremors on Friday, August 2 7, with more on 
Saturday and none on Sunday. Then more were 
felt on Monday, August 30, the day before 
Charleston was hit. Charleston newspapers 
downplayed the news reports from Summerville 
with some calling the tremors the "Summerville 
Sensation." But at 9:51 p. m. on a still, muggy 
Tuesday, August31, 1886, thefirstthroesofa 
major earthquake rocked "The Holy City." 

The science of earthquake prediction is still 
in the early stages of development, but 

University of South Carolina research geologists 
Dr. Pradeep Talwani and William Moore have 
been increasingly successful in the prediction of 
induced earthquakes associated with several 
reservoirs. They use as laboratories the newly
built reservoirs of Lake Jocassee in Pickens 
County and Lake Monticello in Fairfield County. 

Moore has been analyzing radon anomalies 
( or variations) in ground water which may serve 
as an accurate indicator of rock movement or 
compression. Radon is a radioactive gas 
produced by the atomic disintegration of 
radium. Talwani is studying other prediction 
parameters such as primary to secondary seismic 
wave velocity ratios and temporal and spatial 
variations in seismicity. 

Talwani first discovered the occurrence of 
induced earthquakes in South Carolina in 
August 197 4 while monitoring aftershocks of an 
earthquake at Clark Hill Lake. "The aftershocks 
kept going for several months rather than for a 
few weeks, which is typical," Talwani 
remembered. "We knew there was something 
different about these aftershocks." 

"We think the lakes are associated with some 
kind of seismic activity. They don't exactly 
cause the tremors but trigger a sequence of 
events. Filling the lake is enough in a critically 
stressed region to begin seismic activity, because 
the stress is already there." 

Moore explained that just because the lakes 
trigger tiny earthquakes, there is no reason to 
believe that the areas will become earthquake
prone. 

There has been some discussion over the 
possibility that an induced earthquake might do 

I 

major damage to nuclear power gern;rating 
facilities located near reservoirs. Talwani 
explained that under Federal Power Commission 
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regulations all of the darns impounding the 
state's major reservoirs were designed to 
withstand an earthquake equivalent to the 1886 
Charleston event should it occur again at 
Charleston, but not on site. 

Currently, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) is reviewing the safety 
requirements for nuclear power plants in light of 
earthquakes. Last year the NRC announced 
that it wanted to weigh the chances of an 
earthquake two to three times more severe than 
it had previously assumed possible near some 
twenty-five nuclear plants in the eastern United 
States. The NRC staff called for the studies after 
the USGS said it had been unable to find the 
source of the 1886 Charleston event and 
therefore could not rule out a similar shock 
happening elsewhere in the region. 

Because there is no record of any other 
earthquake near that size in the East, the NRC 
had required nuclear plants outside the 
Charleston area to be designed and built to 
withstand tremors of 5. 0 to 5. 8 on the 
magnitude scale within ten miles of the actual 
plant site or to withstand a repeat of the 
Charleston earthquake if it occurred in 
Charleston. Now the requirements are moving 
more toward preparing for a Charleston-size 
earthquake ( 7. 0 magnitude) on the nuclear 
plant site itself. 

The new dam at Richard Russell reservoir has 
been designed to take into account the potential 
for reservoir-induced seismic events. "It's the 
first in the state designed to withstand a 
magnitude 5.6 on site," Talwani said. The 
largest induced earthquake on record in South 
Carolina was a magnitude 4. 2 event at Clark 
Hill Lake in August 197 4. 

The first induced earthquake on record 
occurred in the 1940s in Nevada in the vicinity 
of Lake Mead which is impounded by the 
Hoover Dam. 

Up until 1973, there was only one 
seismograph operating in the entire state of 

South Carolina. A three-component 
photographic chart seismograph was installed 
with a solid pier during the 1930s in the old 
Barnwell building on the USC campus, said 
Talwani, and until the late 1960s, this was the 
only seismograph in the whole Southeast. 

This first seismograph in the state was 
maintained by the almost-legendary geologist 
Stephen Taber (1882-1963), who served on the 
USC faculty from 1912 to 194 7 and became the 
head of the geology department and the state 
geologist. Taber was in San Francisco at the time 
of the terrible 1906 earthquake and first wrote 
about the mechanics of earthquakes, including 
the elastic rebound and cyclic loading concepts. 

Ten years ago very little geological 
information was available for the Charleston 
area, and studies were initiated to learn about 
the basic geologic elements of the area. 
Geologist Gohn said that the bulk of the 
necessary data gathering has now been 
completed, and a new phase of earthquake 
research is being entered. 

"In this phase, it will be necessary to critically 
look at the hypotheses being put forth to explain 
the 1886 Charleston event," Gohn said. "Now 
we are in a position to conduct the experiments 
needed to prove or disprove the models. We can 
study the probable sources by seismic reflection 
profiling." 

GOOSE CREEK EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Damage from the 1886 earthquake 
occurred state\ll/lde but especially In 
the outlylng areas near Charleston. 

This front view of the Episcopal 
Church at Goose Creek Is a typical 
example. Photographed by J.K 

HIiiers, It was published In George 
Cook's "Sowenlr of the Great 

Earthquake at Charleston, South 
Carolina" byNotman Photo 
Company of Boston. Both 

photographs aer courtesy of the 
Carolinlana Library In Columbia. 



Progress toward beefing up the state's 
earthquake monitoring system began "during 
the early 1970s when the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission decided that, with the many 
nuclear power plants in South Carolina and the 
Southeast, they required a better understanding 
of the Charleston earthquake," Talwani 
explained. "They began allocating aoout $1 
million a year to the USGS for what is now 
known as the Charleston Project." 

A first fruit of the Charleston Project funding 
came in 197 4 when the USGS established a 
ten-station seismic monitoring network with 
about half of them in the area of Middleton 
Gardens. Three years later a four-station mini
net was added in the Bowman area to pinpoint 
the location of small earthquakes occurring there. 

"Duke Power Company set up a three-station 
seismic monitoring network around Lake 
Jocassee in 1979 and began sending us at the 
University of South Carolina weekly records for 
evaluation," Talwani said. 

The USGS is funded by the NRC to 
maintain a seismic monitoring network in South 
Carolina. Necessary equipment is housed in a 
seismological laooratory on the fifth floor of the 
USC Earth Sciences Center where the 
university furnishes the space. The lab records 
seismic information fro~ seismographs at 
Monticello Reservoir, Lake Jocassee, and the 
Charleston area. Records from this network are 
sent to the National Earthquake Information 
Service in Golden, Colorado. 

Presently around Monticello Reservoir there 
are eleven seismic monitoring stations--four 
South Carolina Electric and Gas Stations, six 
USGS stations, and one USC station-which 
have been tied into recorders at USC by FM 
radio since 1978. Three stations are at the 
Savannah River Plant on the South Carolina
Georgia oorder. 

"Statewide today there are more than forty 
seismic monitoring stations total in place and 
operating," Talwani said. 

"An objective of the statewide seismographic 

EARTHQUAKE RISK 
AREAS 

The experts say that 
earthquakes wlll 

occur In the vicinity of past 
tremors. Adapted from a 1969 

NOAA seismic risk map, 
this lllustratlon shows the areas 

where there Is major ■ 
ormoderate rlskofMure 
earthquakes. Because of the 

major 1886 Charleston 
earthquake, the whole of 

South Carolina Is designated 
at major or moderate risk. 

network is to keep precise records on seismic 
activity and hopefully capture the sequence of 
events which precede a large earthquake," 
Talwani said. "We're trying to find the big one. 

"An earthquake aoove magnitude 4 occurs 
aoout once every two or three years in South 
Carolina," he added. "The smallest tremor 
which can be felt is aoout 1. 5. 

"No clear-cut cause-and-effect relationship 
has been demonstrated as being responsible for 
the 1886 Charleston earthquake," Talwani said. 
"In 1885 there was a period of heavy rains and a 
cyclone which brought eighteen inches of 
precipitation in the one month of August. This 
has been suggested as a causal factor, but such 
abnormal weather before or since has not been 
linked to a subsequent earthquake." 

Talwani has the opinion that existing 
scientific data do not support the USGS theory 
that an earthquake equal to the Charleston 
event could randomly occur anywhere in South 
Carolina or the entire Southeast. "This random 
occurrence model that the USGS supports has 
horrendous implications," he added. "It in effect 
forces the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to 
tell all utilities with nuclear power plants to plan 
for withstanding a Charleston-size shock at the 
plant site." 

The USGS believes that a shallow fault exists 
in the top 700 meters in the sediment, which is 
underlayed by a decollement or large, single 
sheet omnipresent at a depth of aoout ten 
kilometers under the entire coastal plain. They 
theorize that there is nothing unique aoout the 
Charleston earthquake and that such activity 
could occur anywhere along the Atlantic 
Coastal Plain. This hypothetical sheet subject to 

horizontal movement would affect much of the 
Southeastern United States, covering hundreds 
of thousands of square miles. 

Geophysicist Talwani believes that the 1886 
earthquake was a unique occurrence that should 
be limited to Charleston. "Using computer 
techniques I have identified two faults at 
Charleston," Talwani said. "One is a small fault 

which runs along the Ashley River at four to 
seven kilometers deep and five to six kHometers 
long. The second fault is the Woodstock fault 
which trends north-northeast and is nine to 
thirteen kilometers deep and thirty to forty 
kilometers long!' 

The death toll in United States earthquakes 
has been small-only 1,600 in our history
principally because ma;t of our homes have 
resilient wooden frames and light roofs and our 
tall buildings are reinforced with steel. Perhaps 
the greatest dangers Americans face lie in 
landslides, the possible collapse of poorly built 
dams, fires ignited by ruptured gas mains and 
electric cables, and the toppling of buildings 
caused by the liquefaction of sandy soil and 
reclaimed land. 

There are many low-cost ways to prepare for 
earthquakes, Hays says. First, practical 
renovation should be made on a personal home 
basis. "And when a building wears, why not 
replace it with a stronger structure?" he adds. 
"Every thirty-five years, half of all buildings will 
need major repairs or rebuilding anyway, and 
that would be a prime opportunity to build in 
some earthquake resistance." 

"In the first three or four minutes, a replay of 
the 1886 Charleston earthquake would cause 
aoout $500 million in damages in the 
Charleston area alone," Hays said. "The biggest 
shortfall in earthquake preparedness is personal 
education. The siting of critical facilities must 
also be considered in light of earthquakes. 
People confined to schools and hospitals would 
be the ma;t susceptible to injury and mortality." 

The strongest earthquake ever to hit North 
America struck in 1964 near Anchorage, 
Alaska, with a magnitude of 8. 5. It produced a 
SO-foot-high seismic wave that killed 117 people 
and left millions of dollars in damages. The 
deadliest earthquake in all history tore through 
China's Shensi Province in 1556, killing 
830,000people. 

With increases in population, the possibility 
also increases of a major seismic event striking a 
densely populated area. While scientists 

· continue to learn more aoout earthquakes and 
their causes, we continue to build and live on 
top of their subject within their laooratory. 

More has been learned during the past ten 
years aoout the earthquake situation in South 
Carolina and the Southeast than in all 
preceding decades. The state's seismic 
monitoring network has grown from a single 
seismograph to forty-plus stations with 
sophisticated instrumentation. Frequent multi
disciplined conferences are regularly held 
involving many eastern states and the 
earthquake-prone western areas. Numerous 
theories will soon be tested in attempts to 
explain the seismic activity of the Charleston 
area. In all, we are on the brink of finding firm 
answers to a critically shaky situation. ,,,,,., 
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A Passing Parade 
You can see mare hawks tlus fall in 
an hour than most people see in a 
lifetime if you know when and where 
to look. 

0 n long, sickle-shaped wings a dark bird 
swung toward me across a broad expanse 

of tidal mudflat. Suddenly, the dowitchers, the 
yellow legs, the oyster catchers, and finally even 
the herons and egrets, all of which had been 
feeding quietly, flapped frantically into the air 
and scattered in panic. Only one bird could elicit 
such a response: a peregrine falcon. 

Seconds later the falcon, an adult male, 
passed directly over my head at a height of 
about fifty feet. Its lores and thick black 
sideburns shone clearly in October's late 
afternoon sun. On shallow wing beats, but with 
deceptive speed, it disappeared over the trees as 
the frazzled marsh birds regrouped in its wake. 

The peregrine was migrant, heading down 
the South Carolina coast from the northern 
breeding grounds to winter somewhere to the 
south. Peregrines are not common at any season 
in South Carolina, but the best time to observe 
these spectacular birds is in the fall when 
migrating hawks of many species fill the coastal 
skies. In a day's time, you can see hundreds of 
hawks, including an occasional peregrine 
falcon, if you know when and where to look. 

Hawks, like many other avian species, follow 
natural land forms during their migrations. The 
Atlantic Ocean constitutes a substantial barrier 
to these birds, which hesitate to cross large 
bodies of open water. As the hawks that breed 
all across eastern North America funnel 
southward in the fall, they become bunched 
along mo~tain ridges and coast lines. 

From late September through late October, by 
being in just the right place under the right 
weather conditions, you sometimes can see more 
hawks in an hour than most people see in a 
lifetime. Along the South Carolina coast, 
migrating hawks appear to follow either the front 
beach, the inland edge of barrier islands, or the 
treeline of the mainland behind the salt marsh. 
Pick a spot where the front beach of a barrier 
island, the inland edge of that island, and the 
mainland approach each other, such as the 
southwestern tip of Sullivan's Island, and you 
will see hawks. 

During the migration season, short-term 
weather conditions stimulate birds to move. 
Watch the weather maps published in daily 
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newspapers. When a strong cold front sweeps 
across the mid-Atlantic and New England 
states, migrating hawks will move into South 
Carolina within two or three days. Clear skies 
with generally northerly winds produce the most 
hawks. Midday, from about 11 a. m. to 3 p. m., is 
the best time to see large numbers of migrating 
hawks. Most of these birds probably feed early in 
the morning and again in the evening since they 
are seldom observed attempting to catch prey 
during their migration flights. 

Along this coast, migrating hawks often fly at 
considerable altitude, sometimes at the limit of 
(or beyond) unaided vision. Identification is not 
easy when the birds are very high. At such 
distance only differences in size, shape, and 
wingbeat distinguish one species from another. 
A good pair of binoculars is a necessity for this 
type of bird watching. 

Occasionally, when fighting a southwesterly 
headwind, the hawks will drop down from the 
clouds almost to eye level, allowing rare closeup 
views. Although you also will see hawks that are 
local residents ( usually ospreys and harriers), the 
migrants normally will exhibit a sustained, 
direct flight paralleling the coastline. 

In my experience, sharp-shinned hawks are 
the most common fall migrants along the South 
Carolina coast. Other fairly common species are 
American kestrels, northern harriers, ospreys, 
and turkey vultures. Less common but regular 
migrants include Cooper's hawks, merlins, 
peregrine falcons, red-tailed hawks, red
shouldered hawks, and bald eagles. 

When weather conditions are not ideal and 
the hawks do not cooperate, hawk watching 
degenerates into the slowest, dullest of birding 
ordeals. But always the anticipation remains, 
the chance to suddenly see, ifonly for a 
moment, an eagle or a peregrine resolutely 
winging south toward unknown lands. 

One October day last year, on the edge of 
Charleston Harbor, we recorded 513 hawks in 
one hour. The hawks, mostly sharpshins, were 
everywhere that day-high, low, inland, far out 
toward the beach. Two of us faced in opposite 
directions calling out what we could see while 
the third member of the party kept the tally. 

You probably will not do that well on your 
first attempts, but with a little planning you can 
witness an amazing avian display this 
autumn - a passing parade unknown and 
unnoticed by most South Carolinians. _,,,,., 

by Pete Laurie 

American kestrel (Falco sparvarius) 
by Christopher Forrest. 

Below, as seen in flight , are representatives of the mare 
common families in the Falconifarme order and distinguishing 
features of that family or subfamily: 

S1iarp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus velox) , Accipiter 
subfamily: Long tail, short rounded wings, rapid flight with 
short wingbeats interrupted by glides. Does not soar in high 
circles as much as the Buteo subfamily. 

~- ~ r;; 
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Red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis), Buteo subfamily: 
Large broad rounded wings, robusr body, short broad fanned 
tail. Soars, circles high overhead, and drops upon prey in a 
steep dive. Much variation in individuals. 

Northern harrier or marsh hawk (Circus cyaneus 
hudsonius), Harrier subfamily: Slim, rounded wings, long 
tail, white rump parch. Glides swiftly a few feet above the 
ground, holding wings above the horizontal. 

Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus anatum) , Falcon family: 
The most streamlined family, long pointed wings built far 
speed, large head, longish tail that narrows at the tip. Rapid, 
direct, choppy, powerful flight. Sometimes soars with the tail 
spread open, losing pointed effect, but no sustained 
soaring like the Buteo subfamily. 

Turkey vulture ( Cathartes aura) , 
Vulture family: Large, 
blackish, eagle-like, broad-winged, small naked head. Usually 
soar in high circles. 





G s: 
Are we abusing the privilege? 

Providing the public with a place 
to hunt has become increasingly 
difficult. Unable to compete with 
the private hunt clubs for leases 
and threatened with possible sale 
of federal forestlands, the wildlife 
department also has to convince 
large landowners to stay in the 
GMA program despite property 
destruction, litter, and the abuse 
of hunting laws and ethics. 

by Tom Poland 
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June 1948: The National Forest Service and 
the South Carolina Wildlife Department 
agree to manage 60,000 acres in Charleston 

and Berkeley counties, and the first game 
management area (GMA) opens to the public. 

The hopes for this initial game management 
area foreshadowed a philosophy that would 
make South Carolina's public hunting lands 
known for their big game habitat. For thirty-five 
years, the GMA program has produced an 
increasingly boutiful big game harvest. 

Most notably, people associate the white
tailed deer with GMAs. A review of the last 
eleven years charts the growth and the success of 
GMA deer hunting. In 1971, almost 37,000 
permits were sold and 3,000 deer harvested. In 
1976, nearly sixty-two thousand permits were 
issued and 8, 164 deer fell to GMA hunters. The 
1982 figures, the most recent available, reveal 
that GMA permits totaled over seventy-eight 
thousand with 15,632 deer harvested. 

A great part of this success is due to the 
science of game management, but a large share 
of the credit must go to the landowners who 
participate in the program. Fortunately, land 
holdings in the GMA program have kept pace 
with the increasing number of hunters, for the 
most part. Land holdings steadily climbed until 
1978 when 1,550,838 acres represented the 
program's peak acreage. Since then, land 
holdings have slowly but steadily, declined. 
Today 1,489,877 acres comprise South 
Carolina's GMA program. 

Right now our GMA holdings seem stable; 
three issues, however, could create serious 
trouble for the GMA program sooner than some 
think possible: 

• the private leasing trend; 
• the potential sale ofU. S. Forest Service 

lands; 
• the abusive hunter behavior that turns off 

landowners. 
Leasing prime hunting land to private 

interests has long been a tradition. 
Unfortunately, that tradition is increasingly 
costing the GMA some of its better lands. Many 
landowners who would normally lease their land 
through the department's GMA program now 
lease directly to private hunt clubs. 

Currently, the department pays fifty-seven 
cents an acre to cooperating landowners. A hunt 
club seeking prime hunting habitat has no 
problem paying two or three dollars an acre. 
Economics, as usual, are at work. The hunt 
clubs demand; the landowner supplies. Free 
enterprise at its best. If this develops into a 
prolonged trend, the day could arrive when 
South Carolina's hunting system resembles that 
of Europe. Game belongs to the public in the 
United States. If the majority of hunting lands 
convert to a private lease system, taxpayers wil 
be subsidizing "their" game for a relatively few to 
hunt, a system similar to Europe's, in which the 
upper classes claim ownership of all game. 

"We can never pay what others pay," says 
Brock Conrad, who directs the wildlife 
department's GMA program. "We stocked the 
deer and turkey when the land couldn't have 
been leased for ten cents an acre. Now that 
there's plenty of wildlife, some landowners are 
pulling out." 

And landowners certainly include the major 
paper companies, who are taking a hard look at 
establishing their own direct hunting permit 
systems. International Paper is one such 
company, a company that views its vast land 
holdings from a perspective known as the 
"multiple use" concept. Under this concept, 
major paper companies explore all possibilities 
for generating income. One such possibility is 
establishing fee-paid permit systems for public 
hunting. International Paper has a flourishing 
permit system in Georgia, Alabama, and Texas, 
and the system is producing extra revenue and 
favorable public relations. 

Steve DuBose, lnternational's wildlife 
ecology supervisor: "We look at public relations 
and wildlife-related income as being 
inseparable. Hunting is a profitable activity. 
Permit hunting programs provide a good return. 
An area in east Texas returns almost nine dollars 
an acre just for day hunting. lntemational's 
permit system is now in effect on 24,000 acres of 
Georgia land. For twenty dollars, a person can 
hunt on all company permit lands in the state. 
For ten dollars, he can hunt on company permit 
lands within his county of residence." 

Such fees partially offset wildlife management 



expenses-the planting of food plots, 
prescribing burning, printing sportsman's maps 
and signs as well as the expenses incurred by 
staffing professional wildlife biologists. The 
company makes money on the system as it 
should. 

Wildlife-related recreation is a multi-million
dollar business on International Paper's seven 
million acres across the country. Recognizing a 
good thing, the company has changed some of 
its forest management practices in order to 
improve wildlife habitat. Reducing the size of 
harvest cuts, leaving buffer strips along 
navigable streams, and timing certain forestry 
practices to aid natural food production are some 
of the practices used to improve wildife habitat 
conditions. 

The major companies, as well as small 
landowners, realize they can make more money 
and exercise more control over their land by 
leasing it directly. They value their control even 
more after emollment in the GMA program
control over abusive hunters with no sense of 
ethics. 

Landowners post their land or tie it up in 

Hthe majority of hunting lands 
convert to a private lease system, 

taypayers will be subsidizing 
"their" game for a relatively few 

to hunt. .. 

leases because they tire of trash and litter, 
destruction of property (sometimes livestock) , 
roads rutted by the reckless use offour-wheel
drive vehicles, and other abuses. With private 
leases, the landowner has a fairly clear idea of 
whome to blame for his troubles. 

Ma;t landowners are conscientious 
sportsmen. Providing the opportunity and 
setting for unethical hunters to practice their 
dirty work doesn't sit well with them. 
Admittedly, the problem seems minor for now, 
but a nasty trend could be in the making. 
Sportsmen who tolerate unethical behavior from 
their friends do hunting a great disservice, and 
they do nothing to halt a trend that endangers 
their own future hunting opportunities. 

Slob hunters who commit abuses on GMA 
lands but retain their permits would not fare as 
well on lands under International Paper's own 
permit system. DuBose leaves no doubt as to his 
company's stance against unethical conduct. 
"We don't have to put up with slob hunters. We 
don't work under the same constraints as the 
state. We're trying to make it tough on slob 
hunters. People that hunt turkeys over bait, for 
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The major companies, as well as 
small landowners, realue they 

can make more money and 
exercise more control over their 

land by leasing it directly. 



instance, are kicked off our lands 
permanently ... If we're leasing to a hunting club 
that has members committing serious violations, 
we send the club a letter stating the only way its 
lease will be renewed is to expel its guilty 
members first." 

International Paper is dead serious that 
hooligans who think they're hunters stay off 
their lands. The company doesn't need the kind 
of publicity slobs produce. The permit system 
requires enforcement, so regular patrolling is 
necessary, and conservation officers stand ready. 
In Georgia, Game and Fish Commission officers 
make a dozen or more trespassing cases each year 
on the opening day of deer season. After judges 
fine each man $175, the word gets around: 
D:m't hunt on International Paper's lands unless 
you have a permit. 

Our public hunting lands are changing. Five 
to ten years from now, most major timber 
companies may have a system similar to 
lnternational's. Eventually, International may 
implement its permit system in North Carolina 
and South Carolina as well as Georgia--
900, (XX) acres in all. Timber companies have 

about eight hundred thousand acres in South 
Carolina's GMA program. Company permit 
systems similar to lnternational's may eventually 
affect hunting throughout these tracts. 

Then there's the potential sale of U.S. Forest 
Service lands. The President's Federal Asset 
Management Program has targeted 23,322 acres 
of the Francis Marion and Sumter National 
forests for possible sale. Practically all of the land 
is in the GMA program. One tract of over six 
thousand acres in Aiken County is the 
Crackerneck GMA, an area that has provided 
quality hunting opportunities for many years. 
"The sale of these lands would hurt our GMA 
program ... Such action would further reduce the 
availability oflands for public hunting in South 
Carolina," Dr. James Timmerman, executive 
director of the wildlife department, pointed out 
recently. 

Regardless of what changes are coming, the 
sportsmen of South Carolina owe a debt of 
gratitude to the forest service and all landowners 
who have made their lands available for public 
hunting opportunities. One way of 
demonstrating this gratitude is through support 
of the wildlife department's RESPECT 
campaign. Every person who calls herself or 
himself a sportsman should begin pointing out 
the damage caused by irresponsible behavior in 
the field. The sport of hunting has enough 
trouble with its image as it is. By saying nothing 
to those who disregard ethics, true sportsmen 
tarnish their own image, whether they think so 
or not. And those who show the courage to 
police their own ranks should be aware that 
OPERATION GAME THIEF, the wildlife 
department's new program to encourage 
reporting of game violators ( see SOUTH 
CAROLINA WIWLIFE, May-June 1983), 
will soon provide an anonymous way of weeding 
out the slob hunters who ruin the sportsman's 
image with their callous disregard for ethics and 
the law. 

For now, our GMA lands adequately serve 
the sportsmen of South Carolina, but changes 
will be coming. Economics, abusive hunter 
behavior, private leases, the withdrawal of 
lands-all these factors could accelerate the rate 
of change. 

People with no land, people with land that's 
not suitable for hunting, and people who desire 
quality habitat will need a place to hunt in the 
coming years. Whether the GMA program will 
support these needs remains to be seen. _,,., 

RESPECT for nature. 
RESPECT for the game pursued. 
RESPECT for the landowner. 
RESPECT for fellow sportsmen . 

• RESPECTforthelaw. 

The RF.SPECI campaign, lnwu:hed by the 
Wildlife and Marine Resources Department 
and the South Carolina Wildlife Federation 
in 1979, is an effort to encourage all outdoor 
users to improve their image with non
hwuers, lnndowners, and the general public. 
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Field Trip's Guide 
To Hunting Dogs 

The long~legged, orange and 
white spaniel scrambled up the 
old road embankment to a 
shallow, sandy depression in the 
cleared field where only moments 
before a covey of quail had been 
busily dusting their feathers. The 
stump of its tail moved faster and 
faster as the scent of the game 
came through its nose. 

Suddenly the limber spaniel 
froze in its tracks, staring straight 
ahead while its master standing 
nearby carefully released the 
safety of his shotgun. Without 
warning, the entire covey broke 

· into the air with a loud flutter, 
and the well~trained dog followed 
them with its eyes, remaining 
perfectly motionless while several 
shots from the hunting party rang 
out. 

At its master's command, the 
spaniel·was off like a flash to fetch 
the downed birds. Moments later 
it was back, sitting proudly before 
its master, waiting patiently for 
the bird to be taken from its 
mouth. 

This association between 
people and dogs has continued 
for centuries. No one knows for 
sure when or how the human and 
the dog first became partners in 
the search for fcxxl. Then, as 
now, the dog with its superior 
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sense of smell found the game, 
and the human, using a weapon, 
brought it down. 

As the relationship between 
people and dogs developed, dogs 
were used and bred for different 
purposes. This in turn led not 
only to new and different breeds 
but to a natural grouping of those 
breeds according to the type of 
work they were to do. Some dogs 
were bred mainly to help control 
livestock, while others were bred 
to protect a family from 
uninvited guests. There were a 
number of dogs bred as prized 
members of a royal court, while 
some were even bred to go to war 
when needed. Through every 
stage of civilization, people have 
had dogs beside them to guard 
their homes and herds, carry 
their burdens, draw their sleds, 
help fight their battles, and be 
friends and companions. 

Yet, it was the human need to 
hunt that brought the human 
and the dog together. Prior to the 
invention of gunpowder, the dog 
was used to chase game, drive it 
into nets, or for treeing, digging, 
or trapping game, and a type of 
dog was bred to do one or more of 
those methods. When the gun 
came along, game could be taken 
at greater distances with more 
certainty. For this reason, a 
whole new race of dogs was 
needed to locate game and 
indicate where it was, and 

another to cause the game to 
move along the ground or into 
the air. Other breeds were 
needed to recover game that had 
fallen on the ground or into the 
water. Still other dogs with a 
keen sense of smell were bred to 
hunt in packs throughout France 
and England. Today, we have 
two main groups of dogs that 
have remained as human's 
hunting allies: the sporting dogs 
and the hounds. 

Sporting Dogs 
Within this group there are 

further divisions according to the 
specific purpose for which the 
dog is used. For example, there 
are sporting dogs that locate the 
game, those that put it up so the 
sportman can get a shot at it, and 
those that recover the game 
when it falls. However, there are 
some breeds of sporting dogs that 
work under special conditions. 
Some are experts in water, some 
perform more than one task, and 
some perform all the work a 
sporting dog is expected to do. 

Pointers and setters are the 
breeds that work in front, 
locating the game before it can be 
seen by the sportsman and 
indicating exactly where the 
game is. 

The pointers do this by what is 
known as "coming to the point," 
which means they stand perfectly 
still with one foot raised in mid~ 



stride, ready to take a further step 
if it is needed. They carry their 
tails out in a rigid straight line, 
and the entire dog can be used 
like the sights on a gun to locate 
the hidden game. Often two 
pointers work together at some 
distance from each other, 
permitting the sportsman to use 
them as coordinates to discover 
both the direction and the 
distance of the game. Best 
known of the pointing dogs is the 
English pointer. Other pointers, 
such as the German shorthaired 
pointer and the Weimaraner, are 
sometimes used. 

The setters perform a similar 
task as the pointers but, on 
discovering the game, they do 
not always stand at the point but 
sink down as their name implies. 
Some of the more popular setters 
are the English setter, Irish 
setter, Llewellyn setter, and 
Gordon setter. 

Spaniels are used in hunting 
to move the game, either in 
putting it up as with gamebirds or 
forcing it to run in the case of 
ground game. Rather than point, 
the spaniel can more easily 
penetrate thickets where quail or 
rabbits find refuge. Spaniels hunt 
vigorously in front of the 
sportman but never so far in front 
as to disturb the game out of 
gunshot range. They are trained 
to work within range, covering 
the ground by running forward 

English Setter 
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Brittany Spaniel 

and backward with their nose to 
the ground, searching every 
brush pile until they finally flush 
the game. 

Spaniels are believed to have 
originated in Spain where they 
were once used to flush game for 
falcons or greyhounds. One 
medium,sized largely white 
English or Welsh spaniel is 
known as the "springer" spaniel 
for its ability to flush small game. 
A smaller type of spaniel, widely 
used in Europe for hunting 
woodcock, was known as "a 
cocking dog" and later came to 
be called the cocker spaniel. 
Another well,known spaniel, the 
Brittany, came from the province 
in France called Brittany. The 
Brittany spaniel was introduced 
into the United States in the 
mid, 1930s and became well, 
known as a spaniel that points 
with just a stud of a tail. 

Other spaniel breeds include 
the English springer spaniel 
which is preferred by some 
sportsmen as an all,around bird 
dog because of its inclination to 
flush and retrieve game. 

Retrievers represent the ideal 
of good sportsmanship in the 
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Black Labrador Retriever 

field, because finding and 
retrieving downed game is the 
most important obligation a 
hunter has to the wise use of our 
natural resources. Hunters have 
an obligation not only to shoot 
well, make a clean kill, and to be 
safe in doing so, but they also 
must make every effort to locate 
the game once it has been shot. 
By using well,trained retrievers, 
they are able to avoid the 
needless squander of precious 
game while promoting the 
principles of good outdoor 
behavior in the field. 

Retrievers are mostly the larger 
and stronger dogs, capable of 

making their way in any kind of 
weather, and through difficult 
cover or icy water to retrieve 
downed game. Retrievers have an 
excellent ability to watch birds 
fall, remember where they are, 
and fetch them with very little 
assistance. 

Three retrievers are by far the 
most popular in America 
today-the Labrador retriever, 
the golden retriever, and the 
Chesapeake Bay retriever. 
Although there might be wide 
disagreement among the owners 
of each of these retriever breeds 
as to which is best for different 
kinds of hunting, the choice of 



breed is less important than the 
commitment to support the 
principles of good outdoor 
behavior through their use. 

There are two sporting dogs 
that are in a class all by 
themselves because they perform 
almost all of the above tasks. 
Recognized as an all,purpose 
sporting dog, the Irish water 
spaniel was bred for use in lake 
and marsh country where 
protection against wet and cold 
are absolutely necessary. 
Developed in South Carolina, 
the Boykin spaniel is rapidly 
increasing in popularity as an 
excellent all,purpose field and 
water dog through the eastern 
United States. 

Hounds 
From very early times, there 

have been dogs that hunted by 
sight, ran down their prey, and 
usually killed it or waited for 
hunters with primitive weapons 
to do the killing. Eventually two 
kinds of hounds developed-
those which chase game by sight 
and those which trail game by 
scent. 

The sight,hunting hounds 
were bred to have long legs and 
thin sleek bcxlies which make 
them among the most efficient 
runners in the animal world. In 
modem times, however, most of 
the sight,hunting hounds have 
been used less for hunting and 
more for racing, showing, or as 
pets. These include the 
greyhound, Afghan, whippet, 
saluki, and elkhound. 

Beagle 

Bluetick Hound 

Hounds that trail their game 
by scent include the pack, 
hunting dogs who chase their 
quarry until it collapses through 
exhaustion or turns and fights its 
pursuers. Other scent,trailing 
hounds have been trained to 
surround the game, give tongue 
(bark, yelp, and holler), and keep 
the animal at bay-usually in a 
tree-until the hunter arrives. 

The typical scent,tracking 
hound has a heavy skull, long 
ears, and drooping lips. In 
addition, these hounds have large 
muzzles and noses to allow for 
distance running and for a greater 
scent. Often they are capable of 
following a scent for hours and, in 
some cases, days after their quarry 
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has disappeared. The hounds 
most often ( and some say the 
only) used to hunt in the South 
are the beagle, American 
foxhound, and the basset. No 
hunting dog, and certainly no 
hound, is more typically 
American than the coonhound. 
Only in the New World hav,e 
hounds been bred to trail and 
tree game, namely the raccoon. 
The best known breeds of 
coonhounds 'include the black 
and tan, the bluetick, the 
redbone, the English treeing 
walker, the American 
saddleback, and the Tennessee 
treeing. 

In areas where bear or wild 
hog hunting is still found, the 
Plott hound does the trailing. 
The Plott hounds are often local 
breeds from the areas where they 
are hunted. Although they may 
not be much to look at, the true 
Plott hound owner would just as 
soon trade his best rifle for a good 
hog,trailing Plott hound. 

For all the different reasons a 
sportsman has for owning a 
particular breed of dog, one fact 
remains in this partnership-the 
satisfaction both get from 
working together. Futhermore, 
whenever sportsmen are 
gathered, there will always be 
some discussion as to which 
breed is the best all,around dog. 

Like everything else in the 
world of hunting dogs, however, 
this must remain a matter of 
opinion. All true sportsmen do 
agree that hunting dogs are some 
of the best companions around .. -, 
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Mac Flood 

Flood Retires 
After45 Years 

WhenA.M. "Mac"Flood 
became a game warden in 1938, he 
patrolled the Francis Marion Forest 
on horseback, made fifty dollars a 
month, and lived in the bustling 
town of Witherbee, which no 
longer exists. 

Flood, 63, retired in June from 
the South Carolina Wildlife and 
Marine Resources Department 
where he had been employed since 
its inception in 1952. Known in 
Berkeley County as "Mr. 
Wildlife," the tall, friendly, 
talkative man has worked in 
wildlife for around 45 years, long 
before the department was formed. 

Flood's career goes back to his 
school days in the mid-thirties, 
when he worked as a deck hand on 
the "state boat" in the afternoons 
and summertime, but most of his 
life's work was spent in law 
enforcement. In 1938 South 
Carolina's chief game warden, Alf 
Richardson, sent the nineteen
year-old officer to Berkeley County 
to patrol the "government woods," 
the then- developing Francis 
Marion National Forest. "For years 
and years I worked night and day, 
seven days a week," he recalled 
recently. "There was always 

something happening, people 
steady calling, especially on 
Sundays." 

Flood stayed in a barrack in the 
town of Witherbee when he wasn't 
in the woods. "Those woods could 
be lonely," he said. "But J never 
really got lonely as long as I saw a 
turkey ora deer. I would camp at 
night, spread my blanket, and 
sleep good too. Couldn't do that 
now. 

,, 

For cooking, he carried a frying 
pan, food, and the makings in his 
saddle bags. He rode a horse 
because there weren't many roads 
then. 

"In those early days, people were 
hungry," he said. "It was pretty 
tough to separate the violators who 
were feeding their families from 
those who were doing it just for 
meannes.s. 

,, 

Carlton Wells of Moncks 
Comer, now retired from the U.S. 
Forest Service, lived in the 
Witherbee barrack with Flood. 
"Mac loved his job," Wells said. "I 
believe he thought he was the Lone 
Ranger. He used to polish that 
badge." 

Born and raised on Johns Island 
near Charleston, Flood's family 
made a living truck farming. His 
mother didn't like the idea of her 
teenage son moving to Berkeley 
County to be a game warden, but 
his father, an avid and very ethical 
hunter, said it would be okay ifhe 
would use good sense and normal 
precaution. The advice has served 
him well as Flood has never had a 
bad incident while making a case. 

For years he was supervisor of 
law enforcement for the 
department's District Five, 
headquartered in Moncks Corner. 
Gladys Keys of Moncks Comer, 
his former secretary, remembers 
when she met him: "He was a real 
handsome man on a pretty horse. 
He would make that horse do some 
trotting. And man, those shiny 
black boots. People had a lot of 
respect for game wardens back 
then." · 
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Above: In a photograph taken for the first cover of Sau.th CaroUna 
Wildlife, Mac Flood ostensibly "checked a quail hunter in Berkeley 
County," while mcxleling the new uniform provided for wildlife 
department district supervisors. Below: Flood ( rear of boat) trolls for 
rock fish on Lake Moultrie with the late Eddie Finlay, then secretary of 
the state wildlife commission and later first editor of South CaroUna 
Wildlife. ( 1954 photographs) 



Today Flood no longer wears the 
tall riding boots, but he is seldom 
without the white Western hat 
that has become his trademark. 
Close friends call him "Tex." 

While supervisor of District 
Five, Flood also ran the state's 
commercial fisheries enforcement 
boat, a job that kept him on the 
water six days and nights each 
week. That left Sundays to keep 
things running smoothly in 
Berkeley and neighboring 
counties. He may be the only 
person in the nation to have served 
as supervisor for inland 
enforcement and coastal fishing 
enforcement at the same time. 

In 1960Floodfounded the 
Santee O:ioper Striped Bass Fishing 
Tournament and was awarded the 
Arthur Smith Trophy in 1962 for 
his successful promotion of that 
event. Today it is one of the more 
popular tournaments of its kind 
and draws thousands of tourists 
into the state annually. 

In 1973 he was assigned to the 
Columbia office where he became 
a special assistant to department 
executive director Dr. James A. 
Timmerman Jr. In 1978 he was 
made an administrative program 
analyst, a job involved in the 
implementation of special 
development projects, special 
investigations, assistance in 
boating administrative matters, 
and statewide public relations. 

The South Carolina Wildlife 
Federation named Flood the 
Wildlife O:mservationist of the 
Year in 1976. 

Flood's wife Maude retired this 
year after forty-two years of 
teaching. While he was working, 
often for seven-day weeks, Flood 
said, Maude raised their children 
and sent them to college. "I owe 
mywifealot. We'regoingtospend 
this retirement time together and 
travel." 

But, after dedicating most of his 
life to wildlife conservation, he's 
not going to leave his work 
completely. "I plan to play an 
active role in a wildlife group or 
organization," he said .. --. 

-BOB CAMPBELL 

Raid Sought 
On Wildlife Funds 

A proposed amendment to a 
Congressional bill would divert a 
quarter of the contributions to the 
Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration 
program (Pittman-Robertson) 
into a crime victim's assistance 
fund. 

The Pittman-Robertson act, 
widely acknowledged as one of the 
most successful of wildlife · 
programs, collects ari eleven 
percent excise tax on sporting arms 
and ammunition. PR revenues are 
apportioned to the states for 
approved wildlife restoration 
projects. 

According to the National 
Wildlife Federation, the raid on PR 
funds would seriously gouge the 
budgets of wildlife habitat and gun 
safety programs underwritten by 
Pittman-Robertson. 

The bill, authored by Illinois 
Representative Marty Russo, 
would transfer the excise tax on 
handguns to a fund for 
compensating persons injured by 
crimes. 

Handguns, according to the 
wildlife federation, are used by 
more than a million men and 
women each year for hunting. 

A Presidential Task Force, says 
the federation, erroneously 
concludes such a reduction in the 
wildlife fund would · not "unduly 
impede" the highly successful 
wildlife habitat restoration 
program .. --. 

StorkMayBe 
Endangered 

The United States breeding 
population of the wood stork in 
Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, 
and Alabama may be added to the 
federal endangered species list, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has 
announced. 

Commonly known as the wood 
ibis, the wood stork is the only 
stork native to the United States. 
Recently a wood stork rookery or 
nesting area was discovered in 
coastal South Carolina by a state 
wildlife department· endangered 
species biologist. 

According to the federal wildlife 
agency's Southeast director, James 
W. Pulliam Jr. , a recent review of 
the bird's status indicates the 
species' numbers have fallen 
steadily since the 1930s. 

Fish are the principal food of the 
wood stork. Loss of suitable 
feeding areas, such as shallow 
ponds and swamps, is believed to 
be the major reason for the bird's 
decline .. --. 

Correct Mispronunciations of 
Some South Carolina Names, an 
off-beat cantankerous dictionary of 
Sau.th Carolina names, has been 
published recently by the Wversity of 
South Carolina Press. The book 
combines colorful bits of state history 
with the most widely accepte.d 
pronunciations of place and family 
names. Written by farmer USC 
English professors Claude and Irene 
Neuffer, it will be an indispensable 
tool far those who «.Unt to know, 
among other things, how to properly 
pronounce "Abbeville" (AB-vul, if 
you' re a native; AB-bi-VIL, if you' re 
not) and where "Belly Acres'' got its 
name. Far additional information 
about the book and/or the Neuffers, 
contact Lee Monk, Marketing 
Assistant, University of South 
CarolinaPress, Columbia, 29208; 
telephone, (803) 777-5243. The . 
hardlxick book costs $6. 95. 

PRTOffers 
129 Park Cabins 

Modern state park cabins offer 
visitors the opportunity to 
vacation amid Blue Ridge 
Mountain scenery, beside 
sparkling inland lakes, or ~ong 
beautiful Atlantic beaches. 

South Carolina's Parks, 
Recreation, and Tourism 
Department offers 129 park cabins 
that are available fot rental year
round at thirteen parks scattered 
across the state. Many of these 
cabins are lakefront or oceanfront. 

Cabins are completely 
furnished, attractively decorated, 
air-conditioned, and heated for 
year-round use. Furnishings include 
electric ranges, refrigerators, 
dishes, cooking utensils, 
silverware, linens, and bedding. 

Redwood decks, screened 
porches, free-standing and stone 
firepla~s, and bedroom lofts are 
popular features in some cabins. 
Firewood is supplied for use at a 
nominal fee. 

Rental fees range for $90 to 
$300 per week. Cabins 
accommodate four to twelve 

· persons. 
For information about cabin 

rentals in South Carolina's state 
parks, write: State Parks, 1205 
Pendleton Street, Columbia, 
S.C., 29201, or telephone (803) 
758-3622 .. • 
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outing on the salt 
marshes in September 
is a badly needed dose 

of tonic. The long hot summer 
is behind us, the salty breeze 
holds a hint of fall, and we 
gunnermen are anxious to try 
our skill at hunting marsh 
hens. 

The marsh hen, or clapper 
rail, is probably the most 
neglected game bird in our 
state. Many times I've hunted 
the marshes when the only gun 
I heard was mine. Marsh hens 
are found on all of our salt 
marshes; these marshes 
comprise thousands of acres of 
open public hunting. With a 
bag limit of fifteen birds per 
day, it's a wonder more hunters 
don't try this fine bird. 

Hunting is best on the full 
moon flood tides of the fall. 
These tides flood the cordgrass 
of the marshes, sometimes till 
only the tips of the grass show. 
The marsh hens, reluctant to 
swim, take refuge on mats of 
floating grass stems. 

Equipment is simple. A 
lightweight boat, push pole, 
and scattergun are the basics. 
We use twenty-gauge shotguns 
loaded with low-power number 
S's. It's best with two people, 
one poling and the other 
shooting. The poler will 
maneuver the boat through the 
m_arsh with the gunner in the 
bow. The marsh hens rise in a 
sudden flurry of wings, not 
unlike jump-shooting ducks . 

Retriever owners can use 
this hunting to train a young 
dog or give a seasoned veteran 
some pre~duck-season practice. 
With two gunners it gives the 
dog a chance to retrieve thirty 
birds; now that's a workout! 

ell Tyler 
• ng 
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Piebald Buck 
Observed 
AtHobcaw 

A rare calico buck, sometimes 
called a piebald, was spotted on 
Hobcaw Barony in Georgetown 
County at Clemson University's 
Belle W. Baruch Forest Science 
Institute. 

Clemson wildlife ecologist 
Gene W. Wood says the term 
"calico" refers to white mottling or 
splotches. A normal buck's coat 
would be gray-brown in winter and 
red in summer. 

"This condition is sometimes 
called partial albinism,''. he says. 
"Like albinism, it's a genetic 
condition where no pigments are 
produced to color the hair. Albino 
deer are extremely rare, but the 
calico is also quite uncommon." 

Besides its unusual coloring, a 
piebald deer is susceptible to other 
abnormalities, such as blue or gray 

Found at Hobcaw Barony near Georgetown, this deer is known as a 
calico or piebald because of its pigmentation. 

eyes, a Roman nose, short legs, 
enlarged ankles, splayed feet, a 
long tail, a protruding jaw, 
curvature of the spine, a 
humpback, and delormities of 
certain internal organs. Because of 
this, very few piebald deer reach 
adulthood. 

The buck spotted on the 
institute grounds is at least seven 
years old, Wood said, and in 
relatively poor condition. The deer 
was photographed by photographer· 
Paige Sawyer. 

"It's interesting that even at an 
advanced age and in obviously 
poor nutritional condition, the 
buck's neck was swollen, indicating 
desire and ability to breed and 
possibly pass on his unusual colors 
to another generation of deer," 
Wood said. _ _,,., 

Newham black bear cubs weigh a 
mere seven ounces, one-five-hundreth 
the weight of the mother. Inf ant cubs 
are barn blind, hairless, and are about 
nine inches long. Those that survive 
may eventually weigh as much as 400 
pounds. 

Turkey Baiting 
On Increase 

Illegally luring wild turkeys to 
the gun using bait and blinds is a 
year-round problem that ison the 
increase, according to state wildlife 
department law enlorcement 
officials. 

"We seem to be getting into a 
trend of lawlessness that will have a 
detrimental effect on the wild 
turkey population statewide," said 



Pat Ryan, law enforcement 
director for the state wildlife 
department. "It's a problem we're 
very, very concerned about. There 
is no game species that requires the 
protection the turkey does." 

South Carolina's wildlife 
biologists have conducted a 
notably successful wild turkey 
restoration program statewide. 
Today they are hunted on game 
management areas and many 
private areas across the state. 

"I do know," Ryan pointed out, 
"it takes only a few lawless people 
to undo all that has been done by 
the wildlife department." 

"The game management section 
of the wildlife department has done 
a wonderful job ofrestoration, but 
the baiting problem is getting to 
the point where the officers can't 
control it." 

Wild turkey project leader 
David Baumann said some of the 
best populations now occur on 
well-protected private lands that 
are near game management areas. 

Turkeys were never wiped out in 
the Lowcountry as they were in 
other regions of the state, said the 
biologist. In fact, the "seed stock" 
fur restoring other areas came from 
the Waterhom area of the Francis 
Marion National Forest. 

In 1977, with suitable game 
management lands already 
restored, the wildlife department 
began a program to stock private 
holdings with turkeys. Landowners 
have to agree to wildlife 
department stipulations to qualify 
for the program, which has 
increased the state's wild turkey 
population significantly. 

Since the initiation of this 
project, Baumann reports, a total 
of 84 7 turkeys have been restocked 
on 54 restoration sites statewide. 
But the practice ofbaidng turkeys 
to the gun can cause a significant 
setback on a local stock, especially 
one that has just been established. 

Captain}. W. "Jake" Cheatham 
of Edgefield, a wildlife law 
enforcement supervisor, credi~ the 

public-"the sportsman"-for 
information leading to the arrests 
of turkey baiters in a recent case in 
his district. 

"If it wasn't fur the public," he 
advised, "we wouldn't be making 
time at all. I've had good results 
making baiting cases, but I missed 
a lot too." 

Reporting violations goes along 
with the wildlife department's 
RESPECT program, which is 
designed to encourage hunters to 
police their own ranks by reporting 
or otherwise discouraging 
violations of game and fish laws. ·• 

Penalties Severe 
For Violation 
Of Turkey Laws 

Penalties are severe fur violation 
of laws and regulations protecting 
turkeys, such as baiting, hunting 
from blinds, and killing birds out of 
season, state ~ildlife officers 
caution. 

Fines up to $200 can be 
impa;ed in addition to thirty days 
in jail. At the time of 
apprehension, the arresting officer 
also confiscates vehicles and 
firearms from the violator. 

Additionally, a person 
convicted of a turkey baiting 
violation is given eighteen points 
on his record, which automatically 
furfeits hunting and fishing 
privileges fur one year. 

According to the regulations, 
hunting is prohibited at or in the 
vicinity of a baited area on private 
or game management land. Use of 
a natural or artificial blind or 
hiding place when turkeys are 
lured by bait is prohibited. Baiting 
or feeding is prohibited on state 
game management lands even 
when hunting is not the objective, 
state the regulations. • 

Students Help 
WoodDuck 

Students at Aynor-Conway 
Career Center are helping with the 
conservation of the wood duck by 
building predator guards for wood 
duck nesting boxes made by the 
state wildlife department. 

Wildlife department waterfuwl 
biologist Bob Perry said the 
students have taken "a load off our 
backs" by making the sheet metal 
guards. 

"The predator guard is an 
essentialcomponentofthewood 
duck box unit," he said. Otherwise 
a variety of predators can climb the 
pole and prey on the eggs or 
hatchlings. 

Sheet metal instructor Pete 
Gause said the opportunity for the 
students to build the guards was 
mutually beneficial, as the school 
couldn't afford to buy sheet metal 
for the students to work with. 

( continued on page 58) 

Aynor-Conway Career Center students have built guards for 4,000 
wood duck boxes in the past two years. 

Y
ou know, courtesy is 

certainly refreshing to 
see when afield and 

afloat. In our busy lives, people 
tend to forget how good a 
friendly gesture or small token 
of respect can make someone 
feel. 

One dark night while fishing 
in the river, my brother and I 
were passing through a narrow 
chute filled with rocks. I was 
using my spotlight to guide me 
through. A fuse blew and 
everything got very dark. Then 
suddenly a light appeared. 
Three men in a johnboat had 
seen what had happened and 
turned on their light to guide 
me through. I didn't see who it 
was, but had it not been for 
those fishermen pointing the 
way, I don't know what would 
have happened. 

This is not an isolated 
incident, for I see people doing 
good deeds for each other quite 
frequently. At launching 
ramps, I see total strangers 
help each other load or unload, 
wait patiently for their tum, 
try not to tie up the area too 
long, or help others guide their 
boats onto the ramp. I see 
people towing ih stranded 
boaters and even helping fellow 
hunters get out of a bog. All of 
us could help a little bit by 
showing some courtesy. Water 
skiers can be careful not to 
interfere with fishermen and 
swimmers. Fishermen can slow 
down and speak to other 
fishermen. Boaters can watch 
their wakes, especially around 
residential areas and places 
where boats are moored. 

Just remember the next time 
you're out, show some 
RESPECT. It just 
makes goodcC- · 
sense. ~ 

I}, ' 
.. - ··.\. 
/. 
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W hen the Fishery 
Conservation and 
Management Act of 

1976 was passed creating the 
200-mile limit, a lot of 
fishermen didn't take notice. 

Even when the eight 
Regional Fishery Management 
Councils were formed to 
manage these two million 
square miles of ocean inside 
that 200-mile limit, there was 
very little heard from the main 
body of both commercial and 
recreational fishermen. 

But Ii ttle by 1 i ttle, as the 
various Fishery Management 
Plans began coming on line 
around the country, and 
perhaps especially in Ala~ka 
where "Limited Entry" was 
used extensively as a 
management tool, fishermen 
began to wake up. 

There have been outraged 
howls of protest when the first
ever catch and size limits have 
been finally imposed on 
various ocean species,· and the 
whole world began to realize 
that our oceans did indeed. 
have limits. And even more 
startling, in some cases we are 
very near to reaching them. 
Perhaps perilously close in a 
few instances. 

But it became a stark reality 
last May-June when the hook 
and line commercial king 
mackerel fishery was closed in 
the Gulf and the South 
Atlantic when the annual 
quota was reached. It is now 
crystal clear as to who is a 
commercial fisherman and who 
is recreational. He who sells 
his catch is commercial. 

And perhaps there will be 
more attention from all user 
groups next year when the 
councils begin considering just 
what those annual quotas shall 
0 be. For kings and a 

{}l lot more species. 

58 
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Wildlife department personnel 
to date have built four thousand 
boxes in the past two years for 
distribution to private landowners 
throughout the state. The students 
have built the guards for each. 
Some two thousand more boxes 
and guards will be ready soon. 

Funds for the project come from 
the sale of South Carolina's 
waterfowl hunting stamp. The 
wood duck is one of the few nesting 
waterfowl in South Carolina and a 
principal game bird .. -, 

Spitzer Breaks 
Bluecat Record 

Norva E. Spitzer Sr. of 
Greenville recently broke the 
Palmetto State's blue catfish record 
with a sixty-eight-pound three
ounce fish caught on live herring 
in the lower part of Lake Moultrie. 

"At first when I hooked the fish, 
I thought I had a big rock fish 
because that's what I was fishing 
for," Spitzer said. "I figured it was a 
catfish when it kept fighting. After 
about thirty minutes, I finally got 
the fish in the boat. I couldn't 
believe it. It was just fantastic. I 
had never seen or experienced 
anything like it before. Out of 
curiosity, I took the fish to Atkins 
Landing to have it weighed. I 
thought it probably weighed 
around fifty or fifty-five pounds." 

Landing operator M. L. "Flippo" 
Atkins told Spitzer he thought the 
blue catfish might be a new state 
record. The big fish was later 
verified by state fisheries biologist 
Miller White. 

Spitzer's sixty-eight-pound 
three-ounce blue cat broke the 
state record by five pounds. 

· Weldon Haney of Central held the 
state record with a sixty-three
pound three-ounce blue catfish 
caught from the Santee-Cooper 
Diversion Canal in September 
1979 while fishing with cut mullet 
at night. 

Blue cats were first stocked in 
Santee Cooper and Lake Hartwell 
in 1965, where they have become 
a permanent part of the sport 

fishery, according to wildlife 
officials. Now, almost twenty years 
later, catfish anglers are catching 
fifty to sixty pounders and even 
larger. 

In spring of 1978 seven other 
South Carolina lakes were stocked 
with blue catfish: Lake Oliphant in 
Chester County, Lake Johnson in 
Spartanburg County, Lake 
Cherokee in Cherokee County, 
Lake Thicketty Creek in Cherokee 
County, Lake Ashwood in Lee 
County, Lake Long in Union 
County, and Lake Wallace in 
Marlboro County. 

Blue cats stocked in these 
reservoirs should now be 
reproducing and have grown to a 
good sport-fishing size, ranging 
from ten to twenty pounds, 
according to wildlife department 
fisheries biologists. 

In their native waters, the 
Mississippi-Mis.souri River System, 
blue cats have been caught in 
excess of one hundred pounds. 
The world's record, which was 
caught from the Mississippi River's 
main channel in 1959, weighed 
ninety-seven pounds and was four 
feet nine inches long. 

Blue catfish are the largest 
growing species of native 
American catfish, and those 
stocked into South Carolina waters 
have yet to reach their potential 
weight, so the chances are still 
good for breaking its record here. 

The state record for blue catfish 
has been broken sixteen times 
within the past nine years, making 
it the most frequently broken 
record on the South Carolina 
Freshwater Fish Records List. All 
sixteen record blues were taken 
from Santee Cooper. _ __, 

While South Carolina mountain 
trout anglers commonly catch three 
species of trout, anly one is a native of 
the state. Only the brook or speckled 
trout occurs naturally in South 
Carolina. The rainbow and brown 
trouts are intnxluced species. 

Angler's Guide 
Features Story 
Of S.C. Stripers 

"World Record Game Fishes 
1983" published by the 
International Game Fish 
Association, features an article on 
freshwater striped bass that tells of 
the pioneering work done in South 
Carolina for the popular sport fish. 

Writer Vlad Evanoff discusses 
the development of the freshwater 
fishery for striped bass, a recent 
favorite species among many 
inland anglers, in an article 
partially illustrated with photos 
supplied by South Carolina Wildlife. 

The handsome book presents 
the latest world sportfishing 
records for more than one hundred 
fifty freshwater and saltwater 
species. The 328-page angler's 
guide is more than just a list of 
records. It combines the 
knowledge and expertise of some of 
the best fishing writers and 
renowned fishery scientists. They 
provide the reader with essential 
information about the sport, the 
species, and wise use of fishery 
resources. 

The book is included as part of 
IGFA's annual membership 
package. Regular membership in 
the association is twenty dollars 
annually. Membership also 
included the bimonthly newsletter 
"The International Angler" and 
other benfits. Membership outside 
the U.S. is twenty-five dollars. 

Single copies of the 1983 book 
are available at selected tackle 
stores, marinas, and book stores, 
or direct from the publisher. 

For copies of the book and 
membership information, write: 
International Game Fish 
Association, 300J East Las Olas 
Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida, 33316-9987. Price is 
$ 7. 95 per copy postpaid. _ __, 
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Fisheries biologist John Crane collects bass eggs from a Congaree river 
sample in a project designed to assess the new mill's effects. 

Update Begun 
On Bass Study 

A study of striped bass spawning 
in the upper Santee Cooper system 
has been stepped up with 
permanent funding and personnel 
assigned to the project. 

Begun in the spring of 1982, 
the project was inspired by the 
permit application of Union Camp 
Corporation to build a multi
million dollar pulp paper mill on 
the Wateree River near Eastover. 
While stringent environmental 
safeguards were negotiated with 
Union Camp, wildlife officials 
realized an updated study of the 
striped bass spawning in the 
Congaree and Wateree rivers was 
needed to assess the influence the 
mill might have on the fishery. 

Spawning in these rivers, 
mainly in the Congaree, provides 
the natural stock for the famous 
"land-locked" striped bass 
population in Lakes Marion and 
Moultrie. 

"We weren't too comfortable 
relying on twenty-year-old data," 
said project leader James Bulak. 
"We want to see if things have 
changed with the striped bass. 
South Carolina fishermen are 
lucky to have a self-sustaining 
striped bass fishery. We need to 
update our information to protect 
this resource for future 
generations." 

Fisheries biologists John Crane 
and Donald Gates have relocated 
to join Bulak on the project, which 
is based in lower Richland County. 
Two technicians, Hugh 
Vonderleith, and Gerald Scott, are 
also assigned to the project. 

From mid-April until about the 
end of May, the biologists and 
technicians work in shifts night 
and day, seven days a week, 
sampling the two rivers every three 
hours. Bulak has set up a · 
headquarters office for the project 
on the property of Nat Love near 
the river. Allen Wooten, a local 

,. farmer, has provided a site fora 

riverside station and an area on his 
farm where vehicles and boats are 
parked. 

Within the limited original 
funding, the project's future was 
uncertain, Bulak pointed out, but 
it is now in full swing. A 
commitment to fund this study, he 
said, has been made by the wildlife 
department and the legislature. _ _, 

Private Stocking 
Costs More 
Than Public 

A recent U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
study shows that, for most fish 
considered, government stocking 
of lakes and streams costs far less 
than producing the fish privately. 

Largemouth bass, as an 
example, would cost ten to twenty
four times more per fish if produced 
in private hatcheries. 

Regardless of this study, the Fish 
and Wildlife Service is proceeding 
to close sixteen of its eighty-nine 
fish hatcheries as directed by U.S. 
Interior Secretary James Watt. 

Two of those slated for closure 
( or to be turned over to the state) 
are in South Carolina: the warm 
water hatchery at Cheraw and the 
cold water hatchery at Walhalla. 

Next year, twenty-nine 
hatcheries are on the Fish and 
Wildlife firing line while plans are 
being made to close all of the 
National Marine Fisheries 
hatcheries .. -. 

Jocassee Yields 
Big White Bass 

Lake Jocassee, a Duke Power 
Company mountain reservoir in 
Pickens County, is producing 
record white bass. Known for its 
large lake-bound trout, Jocassee 
has produced record-breaking 
brown and rainbow trout in recent 
years. 

N. Gruber Sires Jr. of Seneca 
caught the latest white bass record 
in April. He was fishing for trout 

( continued on Jx>ge 60) 

T oday's competitive 
emphasis on fishing 
often overshadows the 

quiet, contemplative aspects of 
this diversion. The situation 
becomes intolerable when our 
preoccupation causes us 
to neglect the angling 
education of our youngsters. 

To teach a child to love 
fishing, the average adult 
angler has to scale down his 
style in speed, duration, and 
equipment. If a youngster will 
sit on a boat seat, hold a cane, 
and respond positively · to 
instruction, she's ready. 

This summer I took my 
three-year-old son and five
year-old daughter fishing on 
separate cruises. I selected a 
nearby club pond and made 
prior arrangements for a boat, 
paddle, and child-sized life vests. 
Keep such trips brief. Small 
doses of angling are the best 
medicine. 

Crickets were our bait and 
so the kids learned the ins and 
outs of a blind finger chase 
around the cricket bucket. I 
chose the shortest, lightest 
fiberglass telescoping bream 
pole-a nine-footer-that I 
could find. 

A small, Number 8 long
shanked hook is the best 
choice because it enables a 
youngster to readily catch 
those narrow-lipped bait 
stealers that his seniors fuss 
about. It's.more important to 
catch a good number of small 
fish quickly than to catch 
eating-size fish by adult terms. 
The prize is a matter of 
perspective. And a wiggling 
cork is just as good as one that 
plunges out of sight. And a 
couple of finicky-palated kids 
eating pint-size bream on 

Saturday night is 
worth it all. 
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0 f the various articles of Under the registration 
clothing a backpacker (concinuedfrom/xlge 59) agreement, South Carolina 
may accumulate, I've with a Johnson's spoon at the time. wildlife deparnnent officials may 

found the one item I love the Sires' record weighed four pounds give individuals permission to 
most is the simple, old- twelve ounces. undertake research projects to 
fashioned windbreaker. "I was thinking it was a large study the plants and animals at eagle nest with the deparnnent's 

Windbreakers come in brown trout," Sires said, "until I Craig Pond. Collection of Heritage Trust program. 
several styles and you can pay landed it. Afterfishing for about specimens may only be carried out Westvaco has recently received 
little or a lot for the pleasure of five hours, the white bass was the with a permit from the wildlife similar recognition for its forest and 
owning one. Regardless of only fish I caught." deparnnent. wildlife management from the 
what you pay, you'll get about Sires' record white bass beat the Protection of Craig Pond and U.S. Department of the Interior 
the same service out of any of old record of four pounds seven fifteen other sites registered with and several affiliates of the 
them. ounces caught using live shad from Heritage Trust will assure that National Wildlife Federation. _, 

I have two, one for the Lake Jocassee in 1981 by Edgar these unique features are available 
summer and one for harsher Jones._,,,,., for future study. Each of these 
weather. The 60/40 I own is Heritage Sites affords an important American sportsmen contributed 
my prized possession. Back 

Craig Pond 
refuge for rare plants or animals more than $ 1. 5 bi/lion ro fish and 

when my wife bought it for me endemic to the state, said the wildlife restoration in the United 
as a Christmas present it cost a Registered wildlife spokesman. This States since federal aid programs were 
lot of money. One costs even protection is partially funded by initiated in 1939. 
more now· of course. Craig Pond, a 200-acre section the "Check for Wildlife" 

My 60/40, which is a wind- of property owned by Chem- contribution that appears on state 

Conservancy and rain-resistent shell Nuclear Systems Inc. near tax forms. Through the 
garment made of a blend of Barnwell, has been officially contribution, individuals may 

Protects tightly woven cotton and registered as a South Carolina check off a few dollars on their 
nylon, has given me years of Heritage Site under the state's South Carolina income tax form or Rare Areas 
service. I just can't seem to kill Heritage Trust Program. send a "Check for Wildlife" to the 
it, although I've got my eye on Under the registration wildlife deparnnent to help support Actively identifying and 
one of those expensive water agreement approved by the South the preservation of endangered protecting South Carolina's 
"proof" Goretex coats. Carolina Heritage Trust Advisory wildlife in South Carolina._, ecologically unique areas is what 

On the lighter side for Board and the South Carolina the South Carolina Nature 
summer use I have an old beat- Wildlife and Marine Resources Conservancy has been doing since 
up ski jacket. It's made of nylon Commission, Chem-Nuclear will Westvaco 1978. 
and cost not much when it was maintain the essential natural Because it is private and non-
bought years ago. I can't kill characterof Craig Pond. The pond Recognized political, many state citizens are 
this one either, although I've is the largest and least disturbed unaware of this non-profit 
tried hard . This jacket is just a grass-sedge Carolina bay in the One of the nation's oldest organization. The Nature 
garment made of light fabric state. conservation organizations, the Conservancy has volunteers acrClS.5 
that holds off the wind nicely. Four rare plant species inhabit American Forestry Association, the country and thirty-five 

Windbreakers, of course, do the area. has recognized Westvaco chapters in twenty-nine states 
just that and little more . They The awn-petaled meadow Chairman David L. Luke III for working to identify, protect, and 
aren't warm in themselves , but beauty is rare throughout its entire leadership in innovative frequently manage land which 
provide a cover for warmer range, is listed as endangered, and stewardship of natural resources on supports the best examples of the 
clothes that wards off the chill currently exists in only three corporate lands. natural world. Headquarters are 
of a breeze. localities in the state. Sagittaria "Your cooperative forestry located in metropolitan 

Even in summer a mountain isoetifarmis, a plant species with no management programs and your Washington, D. C., with regional 
breeze will chill you when at common name, is known in South conservation educational programs offices in San Francisco, 
rest. Particularly after a sweaty Carolina from only four have made Westvaco a forerunner Minneapolis, Ih;ton, and Chapel 
hike, I slip into my populations. Robbin's spikerush among corporations in the fields of Hill, North Carolina. 
windbreaker the first thing and Boykin lobelia, both also environmental conservation and Since its establishment, the 

after stopping found at Craig Pond, are very rare. wildlife habitat, and a leader in South Carolina office of The 
for a rest. The greater siren salamander, a providing recreational areas for Nature Conservancy has protected 

harmless two-legged amphibian public use," read the association's over 34,000 acres of land in the 
with exterior gills, also inhabits citation. Palmetto State, safeguarding 
Craig Pond. Semi-permanent Westvaco's Timberlands fragile habitats and rare or 
water bodies in Carolina bays have Division has its headquarters at endangered species of animals or 

• played important roles in the Summerville. The corporation plants. Protection is achieved by 

ping evolution of these animals in the leases land to the wildlife donations, conservation 
Southeast, according to a Heritage deparnnent's public hunting easements, purchases, and a 

iking 
Trust biologist. program and has registered an concept known as tradelands. 

■ 
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The South Carolina Heritage 
Trust Program, part of the South 
Carolina Wildlife and Marine 
Resoures Department, was the first 
natural inventory program in the 
nation and was initiated by The 
Nature Conservancy. Now 
operated by the state, it is one of 
twenty-eight Heritage Trust 
programs operating within state 
governments to locate and identify 
biological elements of significance. 

Since the early 1970s, the 
South Carolina Nature 
Conservancy has taken an active 
role in preserving such vital lands 
as: the Santee Cooper Reserve, 
which includes the Washo 
Reserve; the Watson-Cooper and 
the Coggins tracts in the 
Mountain Bridge Wilderness Area; 
the Francis Beidler Forest in Four
Hole Swamp which The Nature 
Conservancy jointly owns with the 
National Audubon Society; and 
Stevens Creek, site of the rare 
Ribes echineUum, or spiny 
gooseberry. Turtle Island, 
Peachtree Rock, and portions of 
Cat Island have also been 
protected with the Conservancy's 
assistance. Some of these lands 
have been deeded to the South 
Carolina.Wildlife and Marine 
Resources Department and are 
under the management of the 
Heritage Trust Program. 

The South Carolina Nature 
Conservancy is currently working 
to complete the acquisition of the 
Aat Creek Natural Area in 
Lancaster County. These united 
tracts form a complex of rock 
outcrops ( including the famous 
"Forty-Acre Rock"), deciduous 
woods, a beaver pond, and a 
diabase dike, which is said to be 
the thickest in North and South 
America. 

The diabase, or dolerite, dike 
harbors many unusual plant 
species, and the deciduous forest 
which once grew on the adjoining 
land is said to have been "the most 
impressive forest in the Carolinas," 
by Dr. Al Radford, professor of 
botany at the University of North 
Carolina in Chapel Hill. 
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Because it contains so many 
diverse and important ecological 
elements, the Flat Creek Natural 
Area has been nominated as a 
National Natural Landmark. 
Three of the six tracts acquired by 
the Conservancy have been · 
transferred to the South Carolina 
Wildlife and Marine Resources 
Department, and Conservancy 
members hope the area can be 
protected from further vehicular 
and human damage for future 
generations to enjoy. 

At present, the South Carolina 
office of The Nature Conservancy 
is investigating about sixteen other 
sites which contain one or more 
biologically significant elements in 
need of protection. 

Members of the South Carolina 
Nature Conservancy tangibly 
assist in rescuing some of the state's 
ecologically valuable resources. 
They also are kept apprised of the 
Conservancy activities on the 
national level, as well as on the 
many events, such as field trips 
and meetings, available to 
members throughout the state. 
For further information, call: 
(803) 254-9049. _., 

DuPont Campany has made a 
financial commitment to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service that will. 
enable the agency to more than double 
the number of eaglets produced in 
captivity. 

1983 South Carolina Duck Stamp 

DuckStamp 
Features Pintails 

South Carolina's 1983 
waterfowl stamp painted by 
Minnesota artist James H. Killen 
features a pair of pintails in flight. 

Killen's painting was chosen in 
February by the South Carolina 
Migratory Waterfowl Committee 
from a selection of 136 paintings 
submitted by artists from 
throughout the United States. 

Stamp collectors may purchase 
the stamps in singles, numbered 
blocks of four; and sheets of thirry 
at the regular price of $5. 50 each. 
Write Waterfowl Stamps, P.O. 
Box 11710, Columbia, South 
Carolina, 29202. 

Waterfowl hunters fourteen 
years and older must purchase the 
state stamp in addition to a 
hunting license. Hunters sixteen 
years and older must also purchase 
the federal duck stamp. Stamps 
must be signed and displayed on 
the hunting license. 

Revenues derived from the sale 
of the South Carolina Waterfowl 
Hunting Stamp are used 
exclusively for waterfowl 
conservation projects within 
South Carolina. These projects 
include the Wood Duck Nesting 
Box Project, the Mottled Duck 
Introduction Program, and the 
Canada Goose Restoration 
Projects. _ _, 

G eorge Brown "Brownie' 
Campbell, the proud 
owner of the Boykin 

spaniels shown on our cover, is 
a physical education teacher at 
Gordon Elementary in Dillon. 
When they have covered dish 
meals at school, the other 
teachers always hope Brownie 
will bring his dove breasts fried 
like McDonald's McNuggets. 

To make Brownie's 
"McDovettes," breast the 
doves and take the meat off. 
Put the meat in a batter made 
of one egg and one-half cup 
milk. Flour, salt, pepper them 
and then fry. Makes a "real 
pretty crust," he says. 

Brownie's "Thousand Island 
Duck" recipe evolved the way 
so many good recipes do; he · 
didn't have the right 
ingredients for his old one. 
Here it is: Marinate the duck 
breasts and legs for a half hour 
or longer in Thousand Island 
dressing. Add a half stick of 
butter or margarine to the duck 
right before grilling. Grill over 
a hot charcoal fire for fifteen to 
twenty minutes. Brownie says 
he serves one mallard or two 
wood ducks per person. 

By the way, Brownie and his 
eleven Boykins will be holding 
a magazine autograph party in 
the pub at the Seven Steers 
Steakhouse in Dillon sometime 
in mid-September. 

OOKtng 
By Nancy Ann Coleman 
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WingsOverSantee 
-----------_______,,..,, Famous for its 

Mallards ( wp) and Canada geese ( right) winter at Santee Refuge, along with 
nineteen other duck species, too other geese species, and a swan species. A 
nature trail ( above) provides an excellent means w observe these waterfowl. 
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freshwater--bass fishing, 
Santee is also the location 
of one of the most 
successful waterfowl 
management areas in the 
South: the Santee 
National Wildlife Refuge. 
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"Almost as soon as I reached 
Tranquillity that Nooember afternoon 
the sky began to be thronged with long 
regiments of teal, baldpates, scaup, 
and other ducks. The heavens and the 
marshes seemed alive with whistles, 
cries, and the beating of wings.''
Archibald Rutledge, Woods and 
Wild Things I Remember 

Migratory waterfowl once 
darkened the skies of coastal South 
Carolina each year in late fa ll , but 
with heavy pressure from market 
gunning in the early 1900s, their 
numbers declined dramatically, 
leaving the sight only a memory for 
many. As Rutledge phrased it, "In 
these days the question usually is, 
'Shall I ever get a shot at a duck?' 
In those days it was, 'Which duck 
shall I shoot at ?' " 

A change in farming practices 
along the northern Atlantic 
Flyway has also reduced the 
number of waterfowl migrating to 
South Carolina for the winter. 
Truck farming has given way to 
farming of row crops on the 
Delmarva Penninsula in 
Maryland, for example, attracting 
many of the birds to over-winter 
there rather than migrating farther 
south as they once did. 

Waterfowl still flock in great 
numbers, however, to the Santee 
National Wildlife Refuge, a 
15,000-acre migratory waterfowl 
management area in North Santee 
on Lake Marion. The refuge, 
administrated by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service of the 
Department of the Interior, isa 
winter home for twenty species of 
ducks, three species of geese, and 
one species of swan, with peak 
populations reaching 170,000 
ducks and 16,000 geeseannually. 

"Our primary objective is to 
provide wintering habitat for 
migratory birds, such as Canada 
geese and ducks," explained Don 

Voros, assistant refuge manager. 
This is accomplished by using a 
variety ofland management 
practices, including farming of row 
crops, such as corn and milo, and 
moist soil management, which is 
the production of natural foods 
such as spikerushes, wild millet, 
and fall panicum. 

The farming of row crops is 
managed through a cooperative 
farming agreement with the federal 
government, whereby the refuge 
retains twenty-five percent of 
whatever the farmers produce. 
That portion is usually left 
standing in the fields. "We don't 
do a thing with it but let the 
critters have it," said Voros with a 
smile. 

Moist soil management involves 
the systematic flooding and de
watering oflarge areas in order to 
provide optimum growing 
conditions for what are known as 
moist soil plants. "These areas are 
de-watered in the spring and the 
soil is kept relatively moist 
throughout the summer period," 
explained Voros. "They'll be re
flooded in October or November 
to about six inches and the ducks 
will respond quite readily to it. 
They'll eat it up." 

Although the refuge has the 
largest wood duck-producing area 
in the coastal southeast with a 
program of more than 325 nesting 
boxes, Canada geese and mallards 
are the two most important species 
in terms of management. "They're 
known species which require hot 
foods, or row crops, to help pull 
them along through the winter," 
said Voros, who refers to the 
Canada geese as "browsers." 
"They're almost like a cow
they've got to have room to 
browse," he commented. 

The refuge is divided into four 
management units: the Bluff Unit, 
Dingle Pond Public Use Natural 
Area ( a Carolina Bay) , the Cuddo 
Unit, and the Pine Island Unit. A 

self-interpretive natural trail winds 
one mile back into the Bluff Unit, 
with an observation tower along 
the way to view waterfowl and 
management practices. 

"The observation tower gives 
you a "bird's eye view" of the Bluff 
Unit," laughed Voros. 
"November, December, and 
January would be the best months 
to come down here and observe 
waterfowl from our natural trail." 

Now featuring an entrance 
display and five interpretive 
plaques, the trail is scheduled for 
improvements which will add 
about fifteen plaques along with 
displays to guide and educate the 
visitor. 

There is also a visitor's center, 
which is a major attraction offering 
displays and information on the 
wide diversity of wildlife found on 
the refuge, including bird and fish 
identification, predators, and even 
a spiral staircase that allows a look 
down into an osprey's nest. The 
center is also set up as a self
interpretive type of event and the 
public seems to enjoy that aspect. 
"People like it that way," explained 
Voros. "They'd rather just browse 
around, see what's going on, and 
learn on their own." 

The center is open Monday 
through Saturday from 8 a. m. until 
4:30p.m. 

Located off U.S. Highway 301/ 
15 seven miles south of 
Summerton and five miles north of 
Santee, the refuge offers a variety 
of activities for the visiting public. 
Fishing is excellent, and for history 
buffs, the Santee Indian Mound 
and Fort Watson, occupied by the 
British during the Revolutionary 
War, await exploration. White
tailed deer hunts are held on the 
Cuddo and Pine Island Units, and 
additional hunts are being planned 
for the future. The refuge does not 

allow waterskiing, swimming, or 
camping. 

"We are geared primarily to 
providing the visiting public with 
wildlife-oriented public use, such 
as fishing, wildlife observation, 
environmental education, and 
interpretation," said Voros. 

Management practices at the 
refuge, which also include forestry 
management and banding 
programs, support a number of 
endangered species, such as the 
red-cockaded woodpecker, 
peregrine falcon, American bald 
eagle, and American alligator, the 
last of which has a flourishing 
population there. "We have several 
in the Cuddo Unit which easily 
exceed twelve feet," noted Voros. 
"It's something to think that 
something like that's actually 
swimming around in these waters. 
It could easily devour a man with 
no problem at all. I really think 
twice about wade fishing now," he 
laughed. "But they really won't 
bother you. Alligators are not 
aggressive creatures. For the most 
part, they're curious; they'll come 
and look at you." 

Voros has found diversity of land 
use practices to be the key to 
successful wildlife management. 
"In general, wildlife respond very 
well to a diverse area," he 
commented, "--diverse meaning 
croplands, woodlands, moist soil 
areas, marsh areas, watered areas, 
whole field areas, all kind of edged 
together. That's what attracts 
several different species of wildlife." 

This type of management is 
hard work, requiring a variety of 
talents and a great deal of 
planning, but is not without its 
satisfactions. "It's just fascinating 
work, very rewarding work," said 
Voros. "If you've done the job 
right, the ducks and geese are 
going to be there. You just wait for 
that first honker to come across the 
sky." _ _, -JANE SIMONS 

Ramblings 
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"BUCK KNIVFS" ORDER FORM 

Nam~------------------ Please send me ___ Birchwood handled knives at $48.50 each. 
(PLEASE PRINT) 

Address------------------ Please send me ___ Sambar Stag handled knives at $68.50 each. 
(ONLY 750 AVAILABLE) 

City • State • Zip --------------

Charge to my: 
a Mastercharge # _____________ _ 

a VISA# ---------------
a MY CHECK IS ENCLOSED 
a MONEY ORDER ENCLOSED 

TOTAL ORDER _____________ _ 

D If the Sambar Stag edition is sold out, replace my order with a 
Birchwood edition and a $20 refund. 

No order, accepted.after September 30, 1983. 
All orders will be processed and shipped after September 30, 1983 in 
time for Christm~ delivery. 

Make checks payable to: S.C. Wildlife 
Mail to: KNIVES, S.C. Wildlife Dept., P.O. Box 167, 

Columbia, S.C. 29202 

- .. - - - - - - .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ----- - - - - - ---- - - - - - - - - - - - .I 

INTRODUCING PALMETTO PORTRAITS 
Our First January Through December Pictorial Calendar! 
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Since our beginning in 1954, we've earned a reputation for excellent 
outdoor and nature photography. In keeping with that tradition, we de
signedPALME1TO PORTRAITS: a new calendar beginning in January, 
1984, to commemorate our 30th Anniversary. 

Striking Pahnetto vignettes such as dawn's first rays breaking over mist
shrouded foothills . . . a forgotten pond glazed in a coating of 
blue ice and a fiery December sunrise blazing over Boykin 
Mill pond portray South Carolina's moods at her best 

PaJ.metto Portraits . . . The perfect way to mark the 
passing of another year and a memorable Christmas gift for 
yourself, your friends and South Carolinians away from 
home. At each month's conclusion, you'll have a framable 
portrait of South Carolina and when the year is over, a. 
coastal sunrise poster remains featuring 1985 and 1986 at 
a glance. 

Once 1984 fades to memories, a dozenPaJ.metto Por
traits can provide reminders of South Carolina's beauty 
for your home or office, so order a calendar with a 
future. Use the convenient form below. 

-------------------------------------------------, 
1984 PALMETTO PORTRAITS ORDER FORM 

□ one @ $6.18 □ two @ $11.96 □ three @ $16.60 
□ fourormore @ $5.20each. _____________ _ 

(Quanity o rdered) 
□ Check is enclosed/Amount enclosed __________ _ 

(Payable to S. C. Wildlife) 
□ Mastercharge # or □ VISA# ____________ _ 

Card expire date ________________ _ 
Name ____________________ _ 
Address ___________________ _ 
City• State• Zip• ________________ _ 

Complete form and mail your check to: South Carolina Wildlife, 
P. 0. Box 167, Columbia, S. C. 29202. 

CALENDARS WILL BE AVAILABLE IN AUGUST. 
L--·-------------------------------------------------
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• • • 



Name _______________________ _ 
(Please print all information) 

Address _____________________ _ _ 

City•State•Zip ___________________ _ 

Daytime Phone# Area Code ___ Number ________ _ 

We will phone you if we have a question. 

For any item mailed as a gift, state gift recipient's name and address on a separate 
sheet of paper and add the word "Donee" to the top of the sheet. Put your name on 
the order form. A gift card will be sent along with your order announcing the gift from 
you . 

PAYMENT METHOD 

D Mastercard D Check (Make check payable 
to : S.C Wildl ife) 

0 VISA O Money Order 

Card Account Number: 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
Month Year 

Card expiration date [[] - [[] 

Customer's Signature 

PLEASE ORDER SOUTH CAROLINA WILDLIFE MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FROM ENCLOSED ENVELOPE 

DESCRIPTION 

1983-1984 Sportsman's Calendar 

NEW RESPECT Cap/Camouflage (One size fits all) 

RESPECT Cap/International Orange (One size fits all) 

RESPECT Cap/Royal Blue (One size fits all) 

"Carolina's Hunting Heritage" 

"S.C. Wildlife Cookbook" - 2nd Edition 

S.C. Wildlife Magazine Binder 

"Wildlife Between the Covers" T-Shirt 

COLOR s M L XL XS 
Green 
Lt. Blue *NA 
Navy 
Oran e *NA 
Red 
Tan *NA 
*Not available in childrens size 

PRICE EACH QUANTITY ORDERED 

One @ $8.27 
Two @ $16.12 

Three @ $22.83 
Four or more 
@ $7.28 each ! ,' __.l 

$6.19 

$6.19 

$4.11 

$20.75 

$9.31 

$7.23 

$7.23 each 
4 or more 

$6.14 each 

TOTAL AMOUNT..., 
for Items 

Send Your Payment And Order Form to: 
S.C. Wildlife 
P.O . Box 167 

Columbia,S.C. 2202 

( 

TOTAL 

---
4% S.C. tax included 

in all prices 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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--------------------------------------------------------~ MAGAZINE CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM 

Attach your address label 
from current issue here 

NEW ADDRESS: 

Name ________________ _ 

Address ________________ _ 

Clty•State-Zip _____________ _ 

MOVING? 
Let us know six weeks before you go. Avoid missing any 

issues of your South Carolina Wildlife magazine. Help us keep 
your address current by advising us promptly of any name or 
address changes - if possible, six weeks in advance. To do so, 
apply your computer coded mailing label to the form on the left 
and fill in your new mailing address. 

If you are receiving duplicate magazines, please send us both 
magazine labels, indicating which name you prefer. 

MAIL TO: S.C. Wildlife 
P.O. Box 167 

Columbia, S.C. 
29202 

l 



/ CELEBRATE OUR 
30ffl ANNIVERSARY 
The Buck Esquire Model 501 

/ : 1 S.C. Wildlife Edidon 

I 
n commemoration of South Carolina 
Wildlife magazine's 30th Anniversary, · 
you can invest in limited edition folding 
custom knives featuring renowned 

"Buck" quality and the S.C. Wildlife unique 
commemorative design. 

Two folding knives are being produced: 
one with stock handles of birchwood limited 
to the orders received by September 30, 
1983, at $45 each, and one with rare, imported 
Sambar Stag handles at $65 each. Only 750 of 
these classic stag-handled knives will be 
available. 

Sequential serial numbers will be stamped 
on each knife of both designs. Low serial 
number acquisition will be determined by 
periodic drawings. Buy one or both for 
Christmas 1983 delivery. Order now to 
become the proud owner of Buck knives 
destined to become collectibles. The cutoff 
date for orders is September 30, 1983. To 
order, use the form entitled "Buck Knives" 
on the opposite page. 
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