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_ !'f!' eye stared in careful appraisal from 
Q :e crack between door and jamb, then 

withdrew. A latch chain clicked off and the door 
creaked open, permitting a bandannaed head to 
protrude around its edge. 

"You have need of Madame Marie's 
assistance?" The question became a statement as 
one bushy eyebrow arched and the bright red lips 
parted in a gold-cap smile. The old woman 
curtsied slightly and motioned me inside. 

Have an itch to know the 
future and don't know 
where to scratch? 
Just look for the big red 
hand and be sure to take 
along ten bucks. 

By John Davis 

"Enter," she intoned with the enthusiasm of 
Dracula inviting the village debutant to a 
midnight T ransylvanian ball. 

I had passed the ramshackle Victorian house 
many times, always with vague interest in what 
truths the promises of its hand-shaped sign 
might convey. Ten-inch silver letters coaxed: 
"Fortune Telling, Seances, Spirit Readings, 
Spells, and Hexes - HA VE YOUR FUTURE 
REVEALED!" 

The time to leave was now, so why did I 
hypnotically follow her 

down the 



-

dim hallway? I muttered the runner's sacred 
prayer, "Feets, don't fail me now!" 

"Pardon?" she asked, pausing at a curtained 
doorway. 

"I said, 'Feels cooler in here somehow'." I 
forced my most confident grin and edged past 
her toward a small circular table flanked by two 
straight-backed wooden chairs. 

She took a seat and gestured for me to sit 
opposite her. Her hands rested, palms down, flat 
upon a frayed white cloth covering what could 
only be a crystal ball, or a bubblegum machine. 

"I, unh, ah ... " I fumbled. 
''No, do not speak! Madame Marie knows 

all," she hissed. "Ah-h-h, yes. It's coming to me 
now. You want to know the future. You wantto 
know .. oooh!" A giggle escaped her and the 
black eyes sparkled. "Naughty boy, you want to 
know of the wild life, eh? Well, Marie can show 
you all!" A wrinkledhandslidovermine. 

"No, no! W-I-L-D-L-1-F-E. As in hunting 
and fishing. What's it going to be like one or two 
hundred years from now? I tried unsuccessfully 
to free my hand. 

The word joined in her eyes. Her smile froze 
and her hand shot back to her lap. "I had 
hoped ... er, sensed, that you were - how you 
say?- aswinger. Too bad. Butyoumustadmit 
I was close." Her right hand thrust palm up back 
across the table. "So, okay - wildlife. Ten 
minutes, ten bucks!" 

She snapped taut the bill I gave her, slid it 
slowly past her eyes, then folded it into the 
bodice of her gown. The superior, all-knowing 
smile returned and, with a flourish, she jerked 
away the white cloth. The object revealed was 
not a bubblegum machine. 

Gnarled fingers caressed the glass, creating 
colors within its sphere. Golds, greens, violets, 
and reds swirled as her hands stroked faster and 
faster. Her head bent over the whirlwind and 
her voice came low and from far away. 

"I see grownups running to and fro, 
exchanging money with the delight of children. 
They bump and clatter about, abandoning wide
eyed families well before dawn. Rods, guns, and 
other objects are brought stealthily into their 
homes to be stuffed in the depths of closets and 
attics. The truth is hidden from their spouses. 
Where they go and the feats accomplished there 
are wildly exaggerated in the presence of one 
another." 

"That's the present," I interrupted, still 
thinking about my last ten dollars. 

"Harrump! So okay, buster. Just don't push 
your luck. These things take time and there is 
much to see." She concentrated harder on the 
swirl of colors. 

"Over the next few years, things will get 
pretty touchy. Posted signs will multiply like a 
plague oflocusts, as the ones you call 'slobs' 
continue to take what they want. Public hunting 
lands will dwindle and private leases soar until 
there is no place left for those who do not care. 

"Finally, the people will awaken. They will 
insist on swift, harsh justice. The really 
incorrigible slobs will be sentenced indefinitely 
to sewer maintenance in Hoboken, New Jersey. 
A drastic measure, to be sure, but a great 
appreciation of wildlife will surface by the time 
they come up for parole. 

"There will be some near misses, too. Like 
many of the saltwater fishes that will be pushed 
to the brink of extinction before we realize the 
oceans are not infinite in capacity. And there 
will be cases like that comical little bird - I 
believe you call it a woodcock. It will nearly 
contaminate itself into oblivion by doodling for 
worms in open landfills and dumps before we 
take more care in disposing of society's wastes 
and insist on protecting our wetlands. 

"Anything else you want to know before I 
move on to the good stuff?" 

"Well, ah ... What about the anti-hunting 
movement?" 

"Their cause will begin to fade when 
sportsmen and others unite against the slobs. 
The Congaree Tragedy of 1998 will finish 
them." 

"Congaree Tragedy, what happened ... er, 
happens?" 

"It seems the government votes to have an 
emergency hunt there. It will be a spring of 
much water and many animals will be trapped 
with limited food. Anyhow, the most outspoken 
of the anti-hunting movement will insist on 
trying personally to save a large population of 
wild hogs stranded on some high ground. 

"It will be horrible! Whooboy! Pigs snorting 
and people running everywhere. By the time 
helicopters can be called in to pluck the 
remaining would-be saviors from the trees, those 
little piggies will have made Walt Disney's 'Big 
Bad Wolf look like a sweetie. 

"But let's go on. Some of the animals I see in 
the distant future are quite interesting." 

"Such as?" 
"Well, how about deer, that, having seen too 

many hunters in trees, now walk with bobbing 
heads like those small toy dogs you often see in 
the rear windows of cars? And a fish, a bass I 
believe. Its sides are lined with small protruding 
discs. At the slightest electronic pulse or sound, 
its mouth clamps shut and it swims away. And a 
turkey. Yes, a magnificent turkey that has the 
powers of a ventriloquist and can throw its 
gobbling in any direction for a hundred yards." 

"Preposterous!" I snorted. "Why, those 
animals would be impossible to hunt or catch. " 

"What is so today is not necessarily so 
tomorrow," Marie chuckled. "You forget the 
resourcefulness of men and women. Entire 
industries will have evolved around these 
animal's changes. . 

"There will be a pharmaceutical house that 
makes nothing more than little pills to 
camouflage the hunter's scent and place him in a 
semidormant state until the body heat of a deer 
comes within forty yards. Several boat 
companies will have divisions that manufacture 
cloaking devices to mask completely all the 
sounds and impulses of even the most fully 
rigged bass boat, including two occupants' 
tobacco-spitting and off-color remarks about 
water skiers. And N. 0. R.R. , that's the agency 
of National Outdoor Recreation Research, will 
develop a machine that bounces any gobble 
straight back to the turkey. I tell you, outdoor 
recreation will become an even bigger business 
than it now is. Everyone will know the values of 
wildlife." 

Madame Marie stopped and cocked her head. 
"Ding Dong," the doorbell sounded, startling 
me nearly upright. 

"Your time is up. The last two minutes I 
threw in just for fun." She pulled me toward the 
back door. 

"Wait a minute," I pleaded. "I didn't get to 
ask anything about just me. I've got a fishing trip 
coming up next week and ... " 

"Come back when you got another ten bucks, 
or maybe you feel a little urge to know about the 
Wild Life, eh cutie? Marie just might show you 
that for nothing. Now git! I got another sue ... , 
er, soul in need." Her cackles carried above the 
slamming door. • 
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Background on Pocalla 
I read with great interest the 

article about Pocalla Swamp by 
Jacki Reeser. I was called as a 
witness to the Garrenton case, 
spent two days in the courtroom 
without reaching the witness 
stand, and learned the outcome 
when I read the Reeser article. 

During my service with the 
South Carolina Pollution Control 
Authority, I became well
acquainted with Pocalla Swamp, 
Turkey Creek Canal, and the 
dischargers thereto. 

The City of Sumter did have a 
near-raw sewage discharge to the 
canal for some years. About 1949 
the city. completed a right 
respectable sewage treatment 
plant, which was well operated and 
provided a substantial flow of 
pretty good effluent to the swamp. 

Of the five industries 
mentioned, Santee Print Works 
was the most substantial 
contributor of wastewater to the 
swamp. 

When I first became involved in 
this problem, the manager at 
Santee insisted that the company 
had an agreement with the county 
group that developed the industrial 
area in which it was located, 
permitting the company to 
discharge to county drainage 
ditches. I wrote a couple letters to 
then-mayor Cliff Brown about this 

situation but did not receive an 
answer. 

About this time the above 
manager departed ( rather 
suddenly, I was told). The new 
manager tried to get things 
straightened out. He inherited a 
very sloppy and wasteful process. I 
was invited to talk to the 
assembled plant foremen about 
reducing waste of expensive 
materials and making wastewater 
treatment much less expensive. 

Engineering studies and cost 
estimates were made for wastewater 
treatment. The price tag was 
horrendous for both first cost and 
operation. 

Now all sewage and other 
wastewaters go to the new sewage 
treatment plant downstream of 
Pocalla. The swamp only gets 
water when it rains, and surface 
drainage is always considerably 
polluted. The swamp would grow 
the same number of mosquitoes 
without its bottom layer of 
industrial sludge. 

I remember Pocalla Springs 
Lake very pleasantly as I spent a lot 
of time in Sumter with relatives in 
my younger days. Its condition is 
due simply to neglect from lack of 
patronage. 

Local people told me that 
Turkey Creek Canal was dredged 
many years ago as part of a malaria 
eradication program. Sounds like 
this should be done again - right 
through the swamp. 
George A. Rhame 
Isle of Palms 

Reaction to 'Pets' 
Thank you South Carolina 

Wildlife for being our nation's top 
state conservation magazine and 
for publishing a story of personal 
concern to me. "Exotic Pets" by 
Jim Seats tells the sad story of an 
"American Heritage," a black 
bear, imprisoned for at least 
seventeen years, simply for the 
amusement of passersby! 

Readers' Forum 
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This animal has almost no 
protection from wind-chill factors 
of sub-zero temperature. 

Large carnivores such as the 
black bear require a wide variety of 
vitamins and regular veterinarian 
care. The black bear in question 
undoubtedly receives neither 
correct dietary nor veterinary 
attention. Readers, let's encourage 
the good people at Wateree Stop, 
formerly Smith's Truck Stop, to 
carefully consider the well-being of 
our caged American heritage. 
JackC. Lynn 
Lancaster 

Congratulations on the article 
by Jim Seats entitled "Exotic Pets" 
(South Carolina Wildlife, November
December 1982). It is good to 
know that you are trying to educate 
the public about the unpredictable 
manner of animals who tum on 
their owners. It is a tragedy for the 
"cute little monkey" that the father 
bought for his son to kill the boy six 
months later. 

Although there are many 
qualified, well-educated owners in 
South Carolina, I have heard too 
many stories about animals in 
cages too small for them to tum 
around in and diets that result in 
deformities because of lack of 
natural substances to have 
confidence in the rules governing 
the ownership of these animals. 
Maybe laws should require 
registration and regular inspection 
of the animals and/or require 
owners to complete certain courses 
about their animals. 

I hope that you will have more 
articles on this subject in future 
issues. 
John Brawley 
Due West 

Let me take this opportunity to 
say how much I enjoy South 
Carolina Wildlife. Many times my 
professional journals gather dust 
until I finish reading the most 
recent issue of South Carolina 
Wildlife. 

I enjoyed the article on Exotic 
Pets (November-December 1982). 
I agree with the opinions of my 
colleagues that the majority of 
people are incapable of keeping 
these large animals. These cases 
are accidents waiting to happen, 
usually with serious, sometimes 
fatal, outcomes. I see this 
frequently in my practice with the 
larger dogs. The trend has been 
toward larger, more aggressive
type dogs, requiring more space 
and a greater degree of skill in 
training and handling, which the 
average person does not possess. 
These dogs often become 
unmanageable, even by their 
owners, and pose a serious threat to 
their owners and people they come 
in contact with. 

In my opinion, it is inhumane 
and should be illegal to own or 
keep these larger, wild animals in 
private, small, ill-kept backyard 
zoos for whatever purpose. 
Unfortunately, they are usually 
obtained as novelty items or to 
build the personal ego of the 
owner. 

Thanks for the opportunity to 
express my opinion. 
Ronnie H. Fulmer, D. V. M. 
Camden 

· S.C.'s Little Brown Dog 
We enjoyed your article entitled 

"Trial Day for Retrievers" in your 
November-December 1982 issue. 
It was an informative and 
interesting introduction to 
retriever trials. Labs are great dogs; 
few people who have hunted over a 
good one would deny that. 

What we would like to see in 
the future , however, is an update 

■ 



on the September-October 197 5 
issue on Boykin spaniels. This is 
the issue that started our 
subscription to South Carolina 
Wildlife and our interest in Boykin 
spaniels. 

Why not cover a field trial of a 
true South Carolina dog? The 
Boykin Spaniel Society conducts a 
National Boykin Field Trial here in 
South Carolina every May with 
people from all over the United 
States and Canada gathering to see 
our "little brown dogs" do their 
stuff. 

Keep up the good work and 
hope to see you at the Boykin Trials. 
Thomas A. Lord 
DaumM. Lord 
Columbia 

Island Clams Tasty 
The November-December issue 

told of a fami ly that found a large 
clam of the quahog type here on 
Hilton Head Island. I live on the 
island and frequently pick my own 
oysters, catch shrimp, and dig my 
own clams. 

The quahog clam offers a 
succulent taste to any stew or 
casserole. First, we gather as many 
clams as needed and wash them 
well. We put the clams on a tray or 
platter and slide them into the 
freezer. As they freeze, the clams 
open up and the meat is frozen, 
with the juices, into a solid mass. 
We put the meat into a blender or 
food processor, which chops the 
meat into small pieces. We add the 
meat to our soups or casseroles 
while they are cooking. Believe 
me, the quahog even makes a good 
Manhattan clam chowder when 
prepared the way stated in my 
letter. 

I hate for people to think our 
Hilton Head clams are "boot 
leather." This "Islander" is very 
good eating. Give him a chance. 
Todd L. Gilbert 
Hilton Head Island 

Editor's Note: The writer's 
comparison of a clam to boot leather 

was meant only in reference to the 
three pound six-and-a-half inch clam 
in the story, which was probably a very 
old clam. 

Soviets on Wadmalaw? 
I write this letter to comment 

on a certain person's letter 
regarding "Hand to Hand 
Combat" (November-December 
1982). I shall comment on each 
point separately so as to have no 
contusion. 

The first point they made was 
correct; this is a fine magazine. 
Articles on hunting deleted from a 
magazine such as this would be like 
taking tires off a car. 

There certainly must be a better 
way to conserve wildlife other 
than, and I quote, "shooting the 
poor things." I hear there is a group 
of animal-loving anti-hunters in 
Florida that could help us out. The 
address is probably: Dead Deer 
Swamp, U.S.A. Perhaps this 
person does not understand where 
all the money comes from used in 
conservation of wildlife. Also she 
must be informed of taxes on 
ammunition, license fees, etc. I'm 
sure there is no one in this world 
that loves animals more than 
hunters. The word that I associate 
with hunters according to the 
outdoors is respect. This doesn't 
include the one percent of slobs 
that give hunters a bad name. 

Becoming very angry at the 
hunter because he spends 
enormous amounts of time and 
money in the outdoors for 
something that is his God-given 
right is not healthy for an angry 
person. This person should calm 
down and get the facts first. 

The person is right again -
my firearms are expensive. I don't 
consider military camouflage with 
an orange vest very "designer." I've 
never seen anyone hunt in a frat 
shirt and penny loafers. 

I am certainly glad of my 

manmade means of transportation 
as I'm sure they are when they go 
to buy their manmade designer 
clothes. Probably the largest 
mistake of this person is when she 
says, "take away." Don't ever try 
that to an American hunter. If she 
wants to do that, let her move to 
Moscow! 

Hunters do come in two sexes, 
so I don't understand the term 
"his." I assume the person is 
ignorant about hunting, so I felt I 
might shed a little light on the 
subject. 

Last, but not least, hunters are 
not stupid enough to engage in 
hand-to-hand combat with a 185-
pound, ten-point deer that could 
rip a person to shreds in a matter of 
minutes. Bambi was just a movie. 

Before finishing, I must correct 
you on the address of the person. I 
don't think they live in Wadmalaw 
Island but instead Moscow, Russia, 
or maybe Morton Grove, Illinois. 
Tommy Foster 
Roebuck 

Poet Arouses Imagination 
Microscopes don't make 

scientists, as definitions of inch, 
meter, or mile don't convey images 
to readers. Nature is real to us, but 
larger than life to those whose 
fortune it is to experience it. To 
slice finely a poet's imagery detracts 
from his composition. 

I am thankful that my 
imagination can flourish on scenes 
detailed and picturesque of my 
beloved Lowcountry and sense the 
dignity and preciousness of my 
God-given dominion. All of this is 
easily done from any reading of 
Archibald Rutledge. 
Michael Holmes 
Pawleys Island 

Cedar Creek Pride 
I received my January-February 

1983 issue of South Carolina 
Wildlife magazine yesterday and I 
just wanted you to know how 
proud we are in Cedar Creek! 
Libby Bernardin certainly did a 
wonderful job on scenes in our 
area. To be able to participate in 
the writing of this article was a 
thrill for me, and we certainly 
appreciate the coverage given us. 

Keep up the good work. We 
look forward to each issue! 
Sandra DuBard]ones 
Cedar Creek 

Wants More on Indians 
I e~joy our magazine very 

much. I read your article in the 
January-February (page 50) "Field 
Trip." I enjoyed it and wondered if 
you could tell me how to go about 
finding out how Indians set up their 
villages in the way of special or 
specific layouts, how far off their 
burial mounds were, etc. 

As a child, we children would 
collect Indian arrowheads. Perhaps 
you could do an article on the types 
of stones, sticks, and weapons they 
used in their hunting 
techniques - shapes, sizes, and 
methods of making. 

Keep up the good writing and 
picture-taking. Maybe I'll hitch a 
ride and we'll show you the Flats of 
Indian Field Swamp some day. 
Mary Riser 
Bowman 

Field Trip Editor's Note: There is 
much information on the life and 
customs of American Indians who 
lived in South Carolina available fmm 
your public library. One of the best 
sources for young persons, South 
Carolina Indian Lore, by Bert W 
Bierer, was inadvertently omitted 
from the]anuary-February 1983 
"Field Trip. " For other sources of 
information, look in the card 
catalogue under the headings of 
American Indians and Indians-South 
Carolina. 
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Each year a bigfamily 
reunion is held in the 
Sargasso Sea, where eels 
from around the world 
congregate to spawn. No 
more fascinating life story 
exists than that begun 
and ended there. 

thede. wan nl]g 

byEEL 
Billy McCord 
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F rom a nuisance to downright dangerous would describe the way most anglers 
of the coastal plain view the American or freshwater eel. Eels get less respect than 

the snake in the comic strip B. C. 
Usually these fishermen deal with a hooked eel by cutting off the line, but only after 

the unfortunate creature has been beaten to death with a boat paddle, stomped into 
oblivion, or flailed back and forth to the point of unconsciousness at the end of the line. 
Yet, the freshwater eel actually is quite harmless and possesses none of the dangerous 
characteristics of its relatives, the oceanic moray and the South American electric eels. 

Despite their serpent-like appearance, eels are true fish and, contrary to popular 
belief, they possess minute scales unlike the scaleless catfishes. Eels are more closely 
related to members of the herring and shad family than to the catfishes. 

Eels secrete a slime or mucous coating that protects their skin against disease and 
injury. Anyone who has attempted to handle a freshly caught eel can attest to the 
effectiveness of this slippery coating as an aid in escaping predators. 

American eels are South Carolina's only catadromous fish. The term catadromous is 
used to describe fish which spawn or reproduce in salt water after spending most of their 
lives in fresh water. Therefore, the life cycle of freshwater eels is directly opposite from 
the well-known life cycle of salmon, American shad, and blueback herring, which are 
referred to as anadromous fishes. 

The American eel ranges from Greenland to Trinidad and is common along the 
entire east coast of North America and the Gulf of Mexico. Males reportedly remain in 
the lower portions of river systems, and primarily in brackish water or estuaries, while 
females generally occur in the upper reaches of the rivers and in smaller tributaries. Eels 
commonly enter ponds and lakes near streams and rivers and are capable of moving 
short distances over land when damp conditions prevail. 

Recent studies in South Carolina suggest that local eel populations in both fresh and 
brackish waters may be composed predominantly of females. Other studies have 
produced information supporting a theory that male eels are more numerous toward the 
southern limits of the eel's range. 

Eels usually become sexually mature at five to seven years of age when they average 
two to three feet in length. At maturity their coloration changes from yellowish-green 
with a cream-colored belly to silvery gray with white undersides. Mature eels are called 
silver eels while the immature sub-adults are referred to as yellow eels. Silver eels 
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' Eel (Anguilla rostrata) 

Description: Adults one tojourjeet in lengfli.; 
sexually mature in.five to seven years. 
Males usually less than two feet long.No 
pelvic.fins. Dorsal, caudal, and analfins 
form a continuous fan-like.fin along the 
back and underside on the posterior half. 
Smooth-looking skin; scales are minute an, 
imbedded. Normal color uniform greenish or 
yellowish brown with white undersides; 
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when sexually mature, silvery gray above 
\ and white below and called silver eels. 
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Range and Habitat: Occur in estuaries and 
coastal streams, rivers, lakes, and ponds 
from Greenland to Trinidad. Common in the 
fresh and brackish waters Q[South 
Carolinas coastal plain. Usually hide 
beneath logs, stones, orothercoverduring 
daylight; usually most active at night 

Food: Crayfish, aquatic insects, and small 
fish in fresh water; crabs, shrimp, clams, 
and smallfish in brackish or salt water. 
General.feeders or omnivores, but eat no 
rotten or decaying animal matter. 

Size: Length.four to five feet 

I 
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The Amen.can and European 
eels' maroelous migration begins 
and ends in the Sargasso Sea. Ajter 
years injresh water, adults retum 
to spawn and are never seen again. 
European eel larvae (leptocephali) 
travel up to3,000 miles over three 
years before changing into elvers 
pri.or to enteri.ngjresh water. 
Amen.can eels have a shorter 
migration and metamorphose into 
elvers qfteronly one year. 

The inner lines, on the map at 
right, aroundtheSargasso 
spawning areas (blackjor 
Ameri.can eels and white for 
European eels) show the growth Qf 
leptocephali at dilferent stages Qf 
migration. Leptocephali have not 
been found beyond the line 
indicating lengths Qf three inches. 
Beyond this point they have 

From the Sargasso Sea to Coastal Waters 

entered the elver stage as glass eels 
and will enterjresh water along the 
outlined coasts indicated on the map. 

-~ 
----=======J= ;t::::::::::s.~·:..,,,' 

The ha!f inch-l01 ,g willow-leaf 
form Qf the leptocephalus larva( a) 
aids its relatively passive migration 
asfaras the Continental Shelf. 
Carri.ed by the Gulf Stream, the 
larva wastes little energy, but 
moves its head constantly, increasing 
its chances atjinding prey. 

Within one or two years, the 
larvae become glasseels(b}, still 
without pigment and about three 
inches long. Unlike the larvae, 
glass eels move like snakes through 
the ocean and can swim against 
the current. 

With its first intake Qf food, the eel 
will eat almost any living animal 
small enough to ingest. As it enters 
the mouths Qf ri.vers and obtains 
pigment, the glass eel changes to a 
blackeel(c). 

migrate downstream in late summer through early winter. Presumably, the females are 
joined by males near the mouths of rivers or on the spawning grounds which are located 
in the southeast North Atlantic, east ofFlorida and the Bahamas, and south of 
Bermuda in the Sargasso Sea. 

Spawning generally occurs from late winter through early summer. Females produce 
up to twenty million eggs. After fertilization by the males, the eggs develop 
into surface-dwelling larvae, or leptocephali, which are transparent and shaped like 
willow leaves. The adults are believed to die after spawning since they have never been 
observed reentering the mouths of rivers following the spawning season. 

The leptocephali drift with ocean currents and feed on small zooplankton. 
Approximately one year from hatching, they near the Continental Shelf of North 
America. At this time they are two to three inches long and begin to metamorpha;e 
into the glass eel stage, which is shaped like the adult stage but lacks all pigment and 
does not feed. As the glass eels enter the mouths of rivers, they begin to feed and 
pigment and are called black eels until they reach a length of six inches or so and 
become sub-adults or yellow eels. Both glass eels and black eels are referred to as elvers. 

Ma;t elvers enter rivers in large masses in late winter and early spring. In South 
Carolina, major migrations occur from December through May with smaller migrations 
as early as October. Elver migrations are progressively later in the year as one moves to 
more northerly latitudes. Peak migration periods vary from year to year depending on 
climatic conditions and time of spawning. Usually most active during rising tides and at 
night, elvers stay near the surface and close to the river banks to take advantage of 
slower currents. During daylight, elvers often burrow into the bottom and remain 
hidden until nightfall. Elver migrations may be very conspicuous in some areas and 
more dispersed and less obvious in others. 

During migrations, elvers are capable of surmounting or bypassing ma;t obstacles. I 
have wimessed thousands of these three- to four-inch eels moving up the dampened 
faces of vertical concrete walls below pond spillways or dams. They sometimes bypass 
small dams or other obstacles by following seepage areas. 

Despite their ability to overcome inanimate obstacles, elvers fall prey to a variety of 
predators during their upstream migrations. Wading birds, gulls, mergansers, and 
cormorants undoubtedly feast upon these small but numerous tidbits. Striped bass or 
rockfish are significant predators of elvers and sub-adult eels; bowfin and other predatory 
fishes feed on elvers as well as eels. Cannibalism is common among eels during elver 
migrations. While studying the food habits of eels, I have removed as many as a dozen 
elvers from the stomach of a single adult eel. Small eels have become a popular bait for 
striped bass in the rivers and lakes and for cobia in the nearshore ocean waters. 

Eels may best be called opportunistic cami vores. In estuarine areas they eat crabs, 
shrimp, clams, and other invertebrates, as well as sluggish fishes, but in fresh water they 
feed principally on insects, crayfish, snails, other invertebrates, and occasionally small 



fish. Small eels, including elvers, eat mainly smaller items, such as midge (a tiny fly) 
larvae, and zooplankton. Food habits vary with season and availability of potential prey, 
and eels apparently feed on whatever animal life is available when hunger strikes. 
When water temperatures dip to their lowest in late winter, eels may burrow into 
bottom sediments and become semi-dormant. As the water warms in the spring, they 
become voracious feeders. 

During spring spawning migrations of blueback herring, hickory shad, and American 
shad, eels are fond of the roe, which are highly prized by commercial fishermen. They 
prey easily on shad and herring which become entangled in gill nets. Although they 
attack both male and female fish, eels are apparently able to single out the more 
valuable female or roe fish, enter through the vent or gills, and devour the eggs and 
occasionally the remainder of the entrails. Below Pinopolis Dam on the Cooper River, 
I have seen eels taken with their stomachs bulging with blueback herring roe and other 
entrails. It is not unusual for a shad fisherman to remove a large roe shad from his net, 
only to have one to several eels fa ll into the river or boat after escaping from the fish's 
hollow body cavity. As one might expect, shad fishermen despise eels. 

'f" he American eel is one member of a complex of related species of freshwater eels 
.1 which have similar life cycles and are generally found worldwide. In fact, the European 
eel, which occurs along the Atlantic coast of Europe , spawns in an area adjacent to the 
spawning grounds of the American eel. Another closely related species is the Japanese 
eel, which inhabits the freshwater rivers of China and Japan. 

Europeans, Asians, and Japanese devour large quantities of European and Japanese 
freshwater eels during holiday seasons. The Japanese and some European countries have 
developed aquaculture techniques for rearing elvers to marketable size. The 
complicated life cycle of freshwater eels, however, has prevented the development of 
hatcheries for eels. For.J:his reason, culture operations depend on natural stocks of 
elvers. During the 1970s, the demand for eels in Europe and Japan began to outgrow 
existing stocks, forcing these countries to look overseas for sources of eels. Strained 
relations with mainland China caused the Japanese to rely partially on the United 
States for both adult eels and elvers for culture operations. By the mid- 1970s, a 
substantial export market had developed in South Carolina and other Atlantic Coast 
states for live adult eels and elvers. Local fishermen got as much as$ 1.10 per pound for 
live adult and $20 per kilogram for elvers and gla&5 eels. 

Prior to this new market for eels, fl South Carolina had had no regulations dealing 
with the commercial harvest of eels. !, \ The sudden interest in harvesting eels on a 
commercial scale prompted the state's Wildlife and Marine Resources Department to 
implement temporary regulations to ~ ,.\ protect eel stocks, for which the status was greatly 

Glass eels lack all pigment and 
do notjeed. Upon entering the 
mouths Qf livers, they begin to seek 
food and develop pigmentation. 
They are called black eels until 
they reach a length Q[ about six 
inches and become sub-adults or 
yellow eels. 
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The eel. like 
otherjish, has gills 
but is also capable Qf moving 
overlandjorshortdistances. During 
inland migrations, elvers have 
been observed wriggling up the 
dampened faces Qf darns and 
along moist seepage drains. Adults 
in the.first stages Qf their long trip 
back to the Sargasso Sea spawning 
grounds may be forced to 
undertake short nocturnal treks 
overland. 

Scientists believe that although 
the eels thick mucus-coated skin 
serves a protective Junction, it 
permits the exchange Qf oxygen and 
carbon dioxide. Fine blood vessels 
may allow up to sixty percent Qf 
breathing to take place through the 
skin while the animal is out Qf 
water. 

unknown. Only portions of the Cooper River system.were opened to commercial gear 
on an experimental basis in 1976. The department began to study eel stocks in the 
Oioper River with emphasis on life history studies, gear selectivity, and population 
dynamics. Status of stocks also was monitored in the state's other major river drainages. 
Information obtained from these studies ultimately led to the development of 
commercial eel fishery regulations for the freshwaters of South Carolina in 1982. 

Although there are no specific regulations for eels in the salt or brackish waters of the 
state, all traps or pots are governed by marine fishery laws, and fyke or funnel nets used 
to catch elvers can be used only after special permits are issued. Specific infom1ation on 
eel fishery regulations is available from the department upon request. Eels do not have 
game fish status in South Carolina, therefore no seasons or creel limits exist for hook 
and line catches. 

By 1980, the Japanese had improved relations with China and began to depend 
mainly on the Chinese for eels and elvers. Elvers from China are more suitable for 
culture since they are the same species which occurs in Japan. Also, both adults and 
elvers could be shipped live at greatly reduced expense compared to those shipped from 
the United States. These factors caused a large reduction in demand for elvers and 
adult eels from the United States. However, a steady export market still exists for live 
adults at fifty to sixty cents per pound. Current prices for elvers are near $20 per 
kilogram although in several recent years there was no market for local elvers. 

E els in Japan and Europe normally are barbecued, broiled, or grilled. Smoked and 
pickled eels also are popular. Small ethnic markets for eels have existed for many 

years mainly in New England and Canada, while markets in the Southeast are still 
poorly developed. 

As a youngster, I often fished with my relatives in the Black River near the junction 
of Clarendon and Williamsburg counties. We seldom failed to catch eels while fishing 
with natural baits for catfish or sunfish. Like most local fishermen, however, we 
dismissed these loathsome creatures as not worth the effort it would take to prepare 
them for the table. 

My first culinary experience with eels sprang from necessity. My father had 
volunteered to prepare his locally famous catfish stew for a country club supper. 
Following our normal routine, we set bush lines baited with cut fish in the late 
afternoon of the day preceding the supper. After checking the lines several times from 
dusk through dawn, all we had were two or three small catfish and a dozen or two eels 
slithering about in the boat. Normally we would either release the eels or give them to 
someone who had "poorer" taste. 

After weighing the alternatives, one of which was to admit that we had failed to 
catch enough catfim for a stew, we decided to make do with what we had. The supper 
was a great success. Of course we did not dare to let on that we had substituted eels for 
catfish. Everyone ranted and raved about the stew which, quite frankly, was as good as 
any "catfish" stew I have had. 

Since that eventful day, I have eaten eels prepared in a number of ways and have 
served them to a number of unknowing guests, never identifying them as eels until the 
guests have gorged themselves. I have yet to have anyone refuse to admit that the 
delicate flavor and firm texture are a combination that is hard to beat. 

For those who are bold enough to try eels, there are twO techniques which allow 
easier handling of these slippery critters. The eel with hook and line attached may be 
immersed in ice water, which quickly slows it down so it can be unhooked or processed. 
A second method is to place the eel in a concentrated brine or salt solution, which 
removes the mucous coating, thereby affording easier handling. Cleaning or dressing 
directions are identical to those for catfish. After skinning, eels may be filleted or cut 
into sections, depending on one's personal preferences. 

Barbecued, broiled, smoked, grilled, or used in a stew, the eel's only culinary 
drawback is its snakelike appearance and slippery reputation. The eel's table popularity 
will grow as foreign markets and our own willingness to try new tastes expand. For now, 
even those sworn to vegetarian or meat-and-potato-only diets can appreciate the 
American eel's fascinating life history. ·""' 

Billy McCord did his master's research on the American eel at Clemson University. He is currently employed 
as an anadromous fish biologist with the Marine Resources Division of the South Carolina Wildlife and 
Marine Resources Department. 
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THE SHARKS OF NORTH 

AMERICAN WATERS by Jose 
I. Castro and illustrated with 
drawings by D. Bryan Stone III. 
Texas A & M University, Drawer 
C, College Station, Texas, 77843. 
180 pages. Line drawings and color 
photographs. $9.95, paperback. 

Jose Castro's shark guide should 
be a valuable source of information 
for serious sport fishermen, 
commercial fishermen, and 
students and teachers of biology. 

Castro's guide covers more shark 
biology (twenty-nine pages) than 
most identification guides. Aspects 
of identification are enhanced by 
Stone's drawings. A key to the 
families is included. 

At the time Castro wrote his 
guide, he was a graduate student at 
the College of Charleston. He is 
now at Clemson. Bryan Stone 
works with the South Carolina 
Wildlife and Marine Resources 
Department at the Marine 
Resources Center at Fort Johnson 
in Charleston. 

WILD AND WONDERFUL 
SANTEE COOPER 
COUNTRY by W. Horace 
Carter. Atlantic Publishing 
Company, P.O. Box 67, Tabor 
City, N.C., 28463. 392 pages. 
Photographs. $6.95, paperback. 

The lakes and lands of Santee 
Cooper Country are the result of a 
1941 hydroelectric project, which 
from the Santee and Cooper rivers 

impounded 171,000 acres of water 
of South Carolina. In a rush to 
help the war effort, gates on the 
dam were closed with vast stands 
of trees left upright. This created 
miles of dead forest that is to some 
degree responsible for the fishing 
pi;ovided by the lakes. 

Ewits 
APRIL29-MAY 1. 

South Carolina Festival of 
Roses. Flower shows, canoe races, 
and road races highlight the 
activities at Edisto Gardens. Place: 
Orangeburg. For more 
information, contact Orangeburg 
Chamber of Commerce, 5 70 John 
C. Calhoun Drive, Orangeburg, 
s.c., 29115, (803) 534-6821. 
MAY6-JUNE30. 

"Wildflowers of South 
Carolina." These photographs 
from South Carolina Wildlife 
magazine show the many and 
varied flowers which grow wild in 
the state of South Carolina. Place: 
McKissick Museums, University 
of South Carolina, Columbia. For 
more infom1ation, call (803) 777-
7260 or 777-8148. 
MAY6-8. 

Lowland Ring. Boat races, 
harbor tours, arts and crafts, 
sporting events, antiques, parades, 
concerts in Francis Marion Park. 
Place: Georgetown. For more 
information, contact Georgetown 
Chamber ofCommerce, P.O. Box 
1443, Georgetown, S.C., 29440, 
(803) 546-8436. 
MAY7. 

Mayfest. Perfom1ing arts, 
exhibi ts, contests, games on State 
House grounds. Place: Columbia. 
For more information, contact Judy 
Stringer, Downtown Action 
Council, Greater Columbia 
ChamberofCommerce, P.O. Box 
1360, Columbia, S.C., 29202, 
(803) 779-5350. 
MAY 13-14. 

Crawfish Festival. Arts, crafts, 
music, tasting contest, and 

instructions for crawfish 
preparation. Place: Pawley's Island. 
For more information, call (803) 
546-8436. 
MAY14. 

Possum Trot. Possum Trot five
mile run, arts, crafts, coon dog 
treeingcompetition, lancing 
tournament, square dance, 
parade. Place: Pinewood. For 
more infonnation, contact Annice 
Troutman, P.O. Box 300, 
Pinewood, S.C., 291 25, (803) 
452-5294. 
MAY14. 

l.owcountry Shrimp Festival. 
"Blessing of the fleet," seafood, arts 
and crafts displays, concerts, bake 
sale, raffles. Place: McClellanville. 
For more information, contact 
Nancy Morrison, Archibald 
Rutledge Academy, P.O. Box 
520, McClellanville, S.C., 
29458, (803) 887-3323. 
MAY 14-15. 

Water Skills Workshop.Try 
your hand at some new skills: 
windsurfing, sailing, canoeing, 
kayaking, water safety, and 
reservoir fishing. All equipment 
and instruction provided. Please 
pre-register. Place: Dreher Island 
State Park, Chapin. For more 
information, call (803 ) 758-3622. 
MAY 14-15. 

Blue Crab Festival. Anglers, 
hunters, and children alike come 
celebrate this once-a-year event 
with the fishing village of Little 
River. Music, arts ·and crafts show, 
boat rides, sampling of seafood 
dishes. Facilities available for the 
physically handicapped. Place: 
Little River. For more infom1ation, 
contact Mary Arthur, P. 0. Box 
400, Little River, S.C., 29566, 
(803) 249-3259. 
JUNE 

American Rivers Month. 
South Carolina will be celebrating 

American Rivers Month in June. 
Activities including canoe trips, 
canoeing workshops, river hikes, 
and much more will be conducted. 
Place: statewide. For more 
information, check your local 
newspaperorcall (803) 758-3622. 
JUNE 12 

D.F. Jenkins Memorial Boat 
Races. The largest spectator event 
in Santee Cooper Country, this 
event features hydroplanes and V
hull class boats in all horsepower 
ranges. Place: Eutawville. For 
more information, contaGt Rocks 
Pond Campground, Eutawville, 
s.c., 29048, (803) 492-7711. 
JUNE4. 

Leisure Skills. Physically
handicapped persons will enjoy 
canoeing, fishing, outdoor 
photography, wood carving, and 
many more enjoyable leisure-time 
pursuits. Please pre-register. Place: 
Chapin. For more infom1ation, 
call (803) 758-3622. 
JUNE 11. 

S.C. Foods Festival. 
Entertainment, free watennelons, 
exhibits, lots of produce on display 
and for sale, games, and contests at 
the State Farmer's Market. Place: 
Columbia. For more information, 
contact Peggie Davis, S. C. 
Department of Agriculture, P.O. 
Box 11280, Columbia, S. C., 
292 11 , (803) 758-3531. 
JUNEZ0-26. 

Watermelon Festival. Adult 
and junior fishing tournaments, 
free watermelon, seed-spitting 
contest, dances, pageant, arts, 
crafts, exhibits, mud runs, road 
races, softball , tennis. Place: 
Hampton. For more information, 
contact Christine P. Owens, 
Hampton County Watennelon 
Festival, P.O. Box 516, Hampton, 
s.c., 29924, (803)943-4165. 

To list an event, contact Tricia 
Way, South Carolina Wildlife , P. 0. 
Box 167, Columbia, S.C., 29202, 
(803) 758-000 1. 

Books & Events 
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A few tips from 
some old pros 

might make 
your next trip for 

flounder more 
memorable. 

by Pete Laurie 

F.4 

HOT 
SPOTS 

FOR 
UNDER 

It must happen a thousand times a summer: An 
inland family loads up the car for a vacation 

on the coast. They trailer their boat all the way 
from Cayce, or maybe Rock Hill, hoping to 
catch that summertime favorite - the 
flounder. But when they get to the coast, 
suddenly it looks awfully big and complicated. 
Little creeks, big creeks, mudflats, oyster bars, 
tide changes, swift currents, slack water, all gang 
up to overwhelm the landlubbers. Where to 
fish? How to fish? They make a few feeble 
attempts, trying this and trying that, but 
generally come up empty-handed. 

Flounder are actually among the easiest of 
saltwater fish to catch. They occur abundantly 
and catching them requires only a minimum of 
experience and specialized tackle. Flounder is 
one species the casual fisherman who spends but 
two weeks a year on the coast can reasonably 
expect to catch. 

Relying on camouflage and stealth, flounder 
stay close to the bottom, snapping up 
unsuspecting small fish, shrimp, crabs, and 
squid. The basic fishing technique is to locate an 
area frequented by flounder and slowly troll or 
drift a live fish or shrimp through the area. The 
bait must be kept close to, but not on the bottom. 

Flounder can be caught at any season, 
although the summer months are most 
productive. The smaller summer flounder prefer 
areas of high salinities, such as inlets and jetties. 
The larger southern flounder generally stay 
farther inshore where the salinity is lower. 
When water temperature drops in late fall, both 
species move out of shallow water into deep 
holes or into the ocean to spawn. 

I asked three successful South Carolina 
flounder fishermen to describe where and how 
they catch flounder. Their shared secrets should 
help even the novice land a few of these 
succulent flatfish. 

,/ 

-1 

HENRY KERR of Mount Pleasant, who catches 
flounder year-round in Charleston Harbor, 
seeks out little coves and inlets with languid 
currents and shelly bottoms. He recommends 
the eddy pockets around Castle Pinckney and 
the little creeks at Crab Bank. Kerr also catches 
flounder at the Fort Sumter tour boat landing 
and around the jetties on the south end of 
Sullivans Island. 

Kerr usually trolls with live shrimp hooked 
through the head. Although he claims big 
flounder prefer live menhaden, his terminal rig is 
among the simplest. He ties a barrel swivel 
between the line and about fourteen inches of 
leader. He then crimps on a half ounce of split 
shot below the swivel and completes the outfit 
with a set of No. 4 or No. 6 treble hooks to 
reduce missed strikes. 

"The big ones seldom miss a bait," he notes. 
"They have big mouths and go right for the 
head. Smaller flounder occasionally will miss on 
their first strike, but if you just drop your rod tip 
and wait a moment, they usually will hit the bait 
again." 

Kerr especially recommends treble hooks for 
youngsters and inexperienced fishermen not yet 
schooled in the art of "reading" the light tap of a 
striking flounder. If the treble hooks become 
hopelessly embedded in the catch, Kerr simply 
cuts the leader off closely and ties on another set 
of hooks, recovering the originals when he 
cleans the fish. 

The last two hours of the ebb tide and the first 
two or three hours of the flood are the most 
productive for Kerr. Like most successful 
flounder fishermen, he stresses the importance 
of patience once the fish hits the bait. 

~-1 

, 18 

I 
JACK WALLACE has spent thirty years catching 
flounder in and around Murrells Inlet. Most of 
that time he has fished on Oak Creek and at 
"Brigham's Hole" in Three Creeks. The new 
rock jetties at the mouth of the inlet, however, 
have added a dimension to flounder fishing at 
Murrells Inlet. 

"You can almost always catch small flounder 
in the surf at the north jetty, and if you can get in 
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close to the rocks near the end of the south jetty, 
you can catch some big flounder, bigger than you 
normally get inside the inlet," he says. 

Wallace trolls live mud minnows or small 
mullet. The mullet make better bait, he claims, 
but tend to beat themselves to death in an 
ordinary bait bucket. Mullet can be kept alive 
only in a boat equipped with a live well. The 
ability of mud minnows to cling tenaciously to 
life under the most difficult of circumstances is 
legendary. 

Wallace rigs two hooks about thirty-six 
inches apart, one in front of a weight, the other 
behind. He uses three-fourths to one ounce of 
lead suspended from a three-way swivel on 
eighteen inches ofline when fishing inside the 
inlet where the currents are strong. When 
fishing the jetties, he reduces the weight to one
fourth ounce and eliminates one of the hooks so 
when the rig gets hung on the rocks he does not 
lose as much tackle. He also switches from the 
ten-to-twelve-pound-test line he used when 
fishing in the inlet to seventeen-to-twenty along 
the jetties. 

For inexperienced anglers not familiar with 
the nuances of terminal tackle, Wallace's advice 
is to ask for help at local tackle shops. Most 
places will be glad to demonstrate how to rig the 
baits. 

• -1 
T 

MARTY DARITY, who fishes in the Beaufort 
area, disdains what he considers the over
complication of most flounder rigs. "The less 
hardware, the better" is his motto, preferring not 
to slow the natural movements of the bait. He 
ties a long shank hook directly 'to the line with a 
bead about sixteen inches above the hook and a 
small egg sinker above the bead. 

Although a little secretive about exactly 
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where he fishes, Darity generally looks for areas 
with strong currents and does not troll, although 
he sometimes will drift. More often he anchors 
and casts so that the currents will drag the bait 
across the fishing area. 

Darity fishes with large mud minnows, finger 
mullet, or menhaden. He generally hooks the 
bait through the lips, but if the current is very 
strong, he hooks the bait through the tail. After 
the first "bump" of a striking flounder, he waits 
fifteen to thirty seconds for the bait to be 
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swallowed. He also recommends a substantial 
dip net for lifting big flounder into the boat. 

Some fishermen prefer to take flounder by 
gigging (also called striking or graining) at night 
with the aid of artificial light. Gig fishermen 
either wade or pole a small boat along shallow 
creek edges and inlets. (For an article on 
saltwater gigging, see "Striking," South Carolina 
Wildlife, May-June 1981, pp. 48-49. ) Giggers 
wait for calm dark nights to search the shallow, 
sandy areas flounder often frequent. It takes 

some experience to know just where and when 
to go, and a little practice to pick out the well
camouflaged flounder motionless on the bottom. 

No single method will catch flounder on every 
day or every combination of tide, wind, and 
weather. But day in and day out, depending on 
where along the coast you plan to fish, the 
techniques of these veteran anglers will put 
more flounder in your cooler. Come supper 
time, you will discover why catching them is 
only half the fun. _ _, 

~ ..... ... ~ 

-_....,. J . . 
>¼ ~·1,_ ~ ~ 1 ~'( ;?t,,, fl,J:_f~-11,§ 

~~- ~~ 
-~,. ·'h ' fo~\' ) f, ~ .. 

. . ··~~-
. ·~ . . ~. ~-~ . v---r _ ·- • • . 

. . .- ;.__..,,~, ~- ·J . . . 
.. ~~ . . . . ~ "'1-f_ " ,i. -._-t- · : 

·.J\~:AJ 4'" . ~~ 
~~~~! I'¾, J\. 

H_ ~;> ·'";:.:z~ ~~ ~--- .. 
- V ;~ ~'.:;}T ' 

L ~ L 'v'--...? )-~ ~ . ~ -,.1\ ~t1, :' V¾~ r -~~: 
'\) ~ -, V '1. - < _.,J L-..=..,-<=-' 

.,, 

1 

Likely 
Flounder Hotspots 

SUMMARY OF OUR 
PROS' SUCCESSES 

Basic flounder fishing 
techniques involve slow trolling 
or drifting a live bait close to the 
bottom. While these fish can be 
taken at any season and any 
tide, most experienced anglers 
agree that the last two hours 
before and the two hours after 
low tide during the summer 
months are the most productive. 

Henry Kerr prefers the 
Charleston area's small creeks 
and coves, inlets with slow 
currents, shell bottoms, eddy 
pockets, and jetties. Jack 
Wallace, who fishes Murrells 
Inlet, likes the jetties, creek 
mouths, and confluences, and 
the surf around the north jetty. 
Both Kerr and Wallace 
recommend slow-trolling live 
shrimp, menhaden, mud 
minnows, and finger mullet 
hooked through the head or lips. 

Marty Darity recommends the 
strong currents of the Beaufort 
area. He prefers to drift or anchor 
and let the flow move his live 
menhaden or large mud minnow 
baits through an area. Darity 
usually hooks his baits through 
the lips, but will hook through the 
tail if the current is particularly 
strong. 
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Detail of'/ Don'tMindlf' aquati,nt: Theartisfs 
portrait of himself in his thirties. His title came 
frompartofalimerick:"Butmyface -I don't 
mind iJJ F<Jr I am behind iJJ Ifs the pe,opk in front 
get the jar." 

Shudded from national exposure 
and possibk fame an his Jami in 
Kingstree, artist]am£S F. Cooper 
enjoyed th£ life of a gentleman 
farmer and l,eft us sensiti,ve etchings 
of South Carolina peop!,e and p!aas 
we might otherwise have missed. 

the etchings of 

b y the time Oames F. Cooper Jr.] was born 
[May 21, 1907), thechaasoftheCivilWar 

and its aftermath had subsided, and he grew 
up in a world of reasonable comfort and stability 
presided over by his parents, James F. and Mary 
R. Cooper (nee McCutchen). The Cooper 
home was eight miles east of Kingstree, South 
Carolina, the county seat .... 

About five years later the family home burned 
to the ground, and his father rebuilt the house 
which stands today. The new house was 
completed in 1914, the same year the elder 
James Cooper died of a kidney ailment .... 

He was not a child who loved to ride horses or 
fish or hunt, but he loved to read anything and 
everything and soon was referred to as a walking 
encyclopedia .... 

At seventeen Cooper entered the University 
of South Carolina. Although he lived in a 
dormitory, he spent much of his time at the 

l™ES 
homeofhisuncle, Dr. GeorgeMcCutchen, 
who was a professor at the university and who 
lived in what later became the School of 
Nursing .... He took a double major in English and 

Fo ER 
Latin and sang in the university 
chorus. He also studied art. He 
was one of th~ _first s_tudents to 
receive a certificate mart m 

Ceo. PER MissK~;~;;~~it:r~-~~25by 

An excerpt fram Ow illustrated 
catak>g by Boyd anaStephanie 
Saunders 
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... He was graduated from the 
University of South Carolina with 
honors in 1928 and received a 

bachelor of arts degree. 
The 1928 University of South Carolina year 

book, The Gamet and Black, lists him as having 
been a member of the Senior Honor Club, 
Omicron Delta Kappa, the Euphradian Literary 
Society, the YMCA Cabinet, the Sketch Club, 
the Undergraduate History Club, the Glee 
Club, The Gamet and Black Art Staff, Vice
President of the Chanticleer Club, Carolinian 
Art Editor, and recipient of the Hampton 
Scholarship in History .... 

After graduation in 1928 Cooper went to 
New York to study at the Art Students' League, 
as many aspiring young artists of that day were 
doing. 

The days in New York were well spent. He 
took courses with George Bridgman, Boardman 
Robinson, and others, Robinson being by far his 
most influential teacher .... 

New York was very accessible in 1929, even 
to a person of modest means. Cooper soaked the 
city up and thoroughly enjoyed it. He lived at 
the old West Side YMCA and worked at what 
art jobs he could find .... Standing room at the 
theater or opera could be had for the price of one 
dollar, and Cooper made the most of it. There 
were museums and galleries as well as the endless 
parade of humanity, and Cooper seems to have 
investigated the speakeasies of New Jersey with 
cautious curiosity .... 

Cooper left New York in 1930 because his 
mother asked him to come home to manage her 
portion of the business. A heart condition had 
madeherasemi-invalidsince 1923. To his 
surprise, when he arrived at home he was not 
welcomed into the business and his mother 
smilingly said, "You can't farm, Jimmy." He did 
stay at home, however, and got a job in a small 
bank in Kingstree. He had plenty of free time so 
he sketched his surroundings, most especially 
the people he saw through the window. He also 
spent much time at Pawleys Island. He was a 
powerful swimmer and he always enjoyed the 
beach .... 

Cooper apparently met [Alfred) Hutty a short 
time after coming home to South Carolina. 
When he began to teach himself etching he did 
not enroll in Hutty's classes but he did receive 
some advice and encouragement from Hutty, 
although their relationship seems to have been 
very informal. [A former USC art instructor] 
Miss Elizabeth White, who was then living in 
Sumter, made her etching press available to him 
until he was able to get his own .... 

Cooper also studied closely the work of the 
great masters and tried to learn from them. He 
especially admired the work of Rembrandt and 
Goya, whose influence can be readily detected 
in such prints as "Woo:ls Fire" (Number 8), 
"Sausage Tomorrow" (Number 14), and 
"Roadside Fire'' (Number 17), which are notable 
for their strong theatrical use of closely directed 
light and chiaroscuro. It is also evident in such 
figure works as "MaumNellie" (Number 21) and 
"Waiting" (Number 10), which by their 
monumentality and dignity promptly evoke the 
names of these patriarchs of the etcher's craft .... 

In 1932 his mother died after a severe heart 
attack .... Cooper then took over his mother's 
portion of the property and began to manage it. 
He immediately set about revitalizing the family 



fann, which had slowly fallen into a state of 
disrepair and neglect. Although he had grown 
up on t4at fann, he had never really participated 
in the management of it, so now he had to teach 
himself how. He read extensively and, with the 
same meticulous attention to detail that 
characterized his learning the fine art of etching, 
he immersed himself in the latest methods of 
plant propagation and soil conservation .... 

Whatever time was left, the bachelor farmer 
devoted to his etchings, which he printed on an 
imported rag paper called T ovi~ using an ink 
that he mixed himself .... 

During the 1930s Americans took a more 
careful look at their agrarian heartland. Three 
graphic artists in particular, Grant Wood, 
1bomas Hart Benton, and John Stewart Curry, 
are generally associated with this movement, 
which eventually came to be called 
"Regionalism," although the term is the 
invention of critics and historians, not of artists, 
and it would be a great mistake to sup{X)Se that 
Cooper, or Lamar Dcx:ld, or Curry, Benton, and 
Wood, consciously thought of themselves as 
adherents of "Regionalism." They were 
influenced, no doubt, by the Populist ideas of 

"Sausage Tomorrow" etching: Hog lndchering 
usually continued into the nighl, giving Cooper the 
opportunity to use the firelight for dramatic effect. 
This is probably the artisf s rnost frequently 
exhihiJ,ed print. 
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Detail, or MaumNellii' etching: A local midwife, 
Nelli.eMyers, who raised any of the children she 
birthed that the parents didn't want. She is said to 
have raised /iftR,en such children. 
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the day, but much more important is the fact 
that each of them seems to have had an intense 
relationship with an agricultural region that they 
left and returned to. In leaving they sought, and 
sometimes found and sometimes failed to fmd, 
cosmopolitan and sophisticated training in their 
crafts. In returning they found their subjects, the 
unique drama, pathos, and dynamism of places 
and people they knew intimately. 

In 1936 Ox:>per exhibited for the first time in 
a show called "Southern Printmakers" in 
Birmingham, Alabama. The three prints he 
showed were "Daddy John's Place" (Number 
11), "Sand, SeaandWind" (Number67), and 
"Back Beach, Pawleys Island" (Number 76). 

It was also in 1936 that he bought some land 
on the ocean side of Pawleys Island and designed 
his beach house .... 

The house was built by a carpenter and his 
son who worked for small wages and groceries. It 
was whitewashed with brushes made from pine 
needles. It is still a very sturdy, graceful, and 
functional structure, with a living room-dining 
area two full stories high and second floor bedrooms 
opening onto a bakony that overlooks this area. 

All along he had continued to correspond 
with Lamar Dodd [ an artist he had befriended in 
New York], who had gotten married and 
continued his study of art. In 193 7 Dodd joined 
the faculty of the University of Georgia, where 
he eventually became head of the Art 
Department. In that same year, Ox:>per 
exhibited in the Twenty-Third Annual Society 
of American Etchers Exhibit in New York and in 
the Fifth International Exhibit ofEtching and 
Engraving at the Art Institute of Chicago. He 
had four one-man shows in 1939: one in Flinn 
Hall at the University of South Carolina, 
another in the Federal Art Gallery in 
Greenville, South Carolina, the third in the 
Gertrude Herbert Institute of Art in Augusta, 
Georgia, and the fourth at the University of 
Georgia in Athens. He served as judge of the 
Georgia Artists' Traveling Show that year. The 
high point of the year for him was having his 
print "Saturday Night" (Number 15) accepted 
for exhibit at the 1939 New York World's Fair. 

Dodd continued to encourage Ox:>per and to 
make contacts for him, even suggesting that 
Ox:>per might join the faculty at the University 
of Georgia. This possibility was received with 
some interest because Ox:>per was not sure he 
wanted to be a career farmer. In 1940oneofthe 
contacts Lamar Dodd arranged for his friend was 
an introduction to F. N. Price, the directorof 
the Ferargil Gallery in 1941. 

From April 2 7 through May 4 of 1941, thirty
two of Ox:>per's prints were on display in New York 
and some of them were sold. The critics reviewed 
his work favorably, if a little condescendingly .. .. 
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In the same year he also exhibited "Sausage 
Tomorrow" (Number 14) and "Andante" 
(Number 44) in the Twenty-first Annual 
Exhibition of the Southern States Art League in 
Shreveport, Louisiana. "Sausage Tomorrow" 
won the $25. 00 Shreveport Woman's Club 
Purchase Prize. 

In the summer of 1941 he and Lamar Dodd 
took a trip to New England and spent some time 
walking over Cape Cod and sketching. Ox:>per 
did not, however, agree to join the faculty 

of the University of Georgia. 
Instead he astonished his family, who 

thought him a confirmed bachelor, by becoming 
engaged to Lillian Jeter, of Union, South 
Carolina, and then promptly marrying her. 
Lillian ... had studied art at Converse College 
and had the training as well as the disposition to 
be understanding of his artistic pursuits ... . In 
1944 Lillian gave birth to a daughter, Mary; then 
to a son, Jim, in 1946. They were a happy family 
and their home life was pleasant and inventive. 

The Ox:>pers had many friends in Columbia. 
Among the closest were the Alan Taylors who 
operated Alan Taylor Music Company and the 
James Gittmans who operated Gittman's Book 
Store where they regularly exhibited and sold 
Ox:>per's prints .... [Gittman] arranged a meeting 
with W. T. Couch, Director of the University of 
North Carolina Press. Mr. Couch was 
interested, and one spring day in 194 2 the 
Gittmans and the Ox:>pers drove to Chapel Hill 
to discuss publishing a book of Ox:>per's 

"Arzdanti' etching: Similar to many places in the 
Lowcountry, this same was said to be in the 
neighborhood of the old rice plantations along the 
Waccamaw. Report,edly ortR of Coopers fawriJ.es, 
this print can be regardRd as a landmark in his 
career. "Andante" is the musical di,rection 
rrwaning" moderai.ely slow." 
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"Shrimpers" etching (above): This possibly was one 
of CoqJers more popu/arwoms. 

"TheHammockShop'' etching(right): Established 
in1938, thisPawleyslslarulstoreonHighway17 
sold local craftwork, and some of CoqJers prints 
were shown and sold there. The store, which has 
grown considembly since this tim£, is now 
sunvunded by other boutiques and craft shops. 

This article is f%eYJ)f£d from the book, "The 
Etchings of JamesFowlerCoopel' by Boyd and 
St£phanie Saunders. Prinf£d in a limited ediJion of 
fiXJ, the book contains ninety-two prints and 
fourfR£n pencil, drawings by Cooper. It mn be 
obtainR,d for $70 by writing USC Press, 
Columbia, S. C., 29208. Checks, WSA, and 
Masf£rrard(lr£iaccepf£dwiihaccountnumber; 
expiration date, and signature. 

Cqyies of the prints shown in this article mn 
also be purchaswl, matted, for $12 e,ach by wriling 
USC Press at the above address. Please specify 
which prints (lr£i dRsiJ,ed and inclwk necessary 
infarmalion for cmr,pkting order. 



etchings. The meeting was pleasant enough, but 
not particularly fruitful since Couch envisioned 
the proposed book as a rather preachy vehicle 
with the primary purpa,e of pointing out social 
ills and injustices in the South. Cooper had not 
conceived the work in those terms and found the 
idea somewhat demeaning to what he was 
about. In subsequent correspondence, Couch 
selected from publication some twenty-five 
prints of "unusual excellence" from among the 
sixty-five that had been taken to Chapel Hill 
and urged Cooper to do twenty-five more "of 
equal quality" stressing places of "historical 
interest" and "local color" and to perhaps write 
an accompanying text. Cooper declined politely 
and in his letter to Couch said: 

... I know nothing of the publishing business 
and, frankly, nothing about writing. I'm an 
etcher. I doubt that I shall ever produce a unified 
book. Certainly I have no idea of working with 
that in mind. Local color, illustration and charm 
are incidentals. When I do a plate, I do it to 
satisfy myself first, the public only secondly. I 
work slowly and it may be a decade before I 
produce twenty-five more prints of"unusual 
excellence." ... 

Cooper was a well read, contemplative 
person. In the evenings he would practice his 
violin or work on his etching plates or read to the 
children from such writers as Shakespeare or 
Chaucer. He preferred the pungent original 
language of Chaucer, including the occasional 
bawdiness, to "modernized" versions. 

He really enjoyed the farm and took a 
particular delight in watching things grow. He 
played out the routine of farming with almost 
ritualistic satisfaction. There were even the 
requisite cats who followed him to milking and 
stood on their hind legs to drink the milk 
squirted from the cow. One fat cat called Lemon 
was his favorite. The two used to take long naps 
together, stomach to stomach. There were other 
routines which he obviously also took great 
pleasure in. Hog killing was one. Hog killing in 
the rural South takes on many of the aspects of 
both a pageant and a festival. It is an annual 
group activity involving many people, much 
preparation, and unusual types of work, and it 
frequently runs well into the night. With the 
chill snap of autumn air and the cooking fires, it 
becomes a very dramatic occasion. Gardening 
was another pleasurable routine; there was 
something about bringing in oversized baskets of 
vegetables and bugs from a bountiful and 
oversized garden which, like the hog killing, 
beef butchering, milking, and other ceremonies, 
brought out a certain pioneer instinct in 
him .... His children well remember having to 
tiptoe through the house on winter Saturday 
afternoons when the Metropolitan Opera was 
on the radio, or Sunday drives in the car singing 
songs from The Mikado and HMS Pinafare. 

There were trips to the mountains in the fall 
and later there were televised football games on 
Sunday ( while shelling pecans from their 
grove) ... 

Cooper had a knack for growing camellias; he 
even developed some from their seeds and 
worked to improve the strain as he had done the 
cattle herd. When he got interested in 
winemaking, he insisted on squeezing each 
grape individually. The product is said to have 
been very good. The family would drive to the 
island almost every weekend in the summer and, 
while the children played in the surf, Cooper 
would clump up and down the beach in shorts 
with his fishing gear and pith helmet that 
somehow never managed to keep his head from 
getting sunburned, scratched, or bruised. He did 
many drawings and prints of the island and they 
are generally imbued with a greater sense oflight 
and lyricism than any of the rest of his work. ... 

Cooper took an active part in the affairs of 
the church. In addition to other duties, he found 
himself the choir director. As with most country 
churches of this sort, the choir was a very diverse 
group of widely mixed capabilities, but under his 
leadership they frequently sang works by such 
masters as Bach and Handel and accounted for 
themselves quite creditably. In 1957, when 
Indiantown Church celebrated the centennial of 
its founding, he was assigned the task of 
researching and writing a history of the church. 
He approached it with the same stubborn 
attention to detail that characterized his other 
major endeavors. He and Lillian worked 
together on the project and both enjoyed it 
immensely. It seems to have been a very happy 
time for him. His detective work in tracing some 
of the old land transactions was exhaustive. The 
writing is quite scholarly and concise .... 

He remodeled the family farm house, doing 
much of the carpentry work himself, and in the 
process turned an old kitchen room attached to 
one end of the house into a studio, the dominant 
feature of which was a fine English-made steel 
etching press. Like most etchers' studios, this 
one was a baroque clutter of drawing boards, 
shelves over shelves of papers, inks, acids, and 
solvents and endless variously shaped containers 
of other exotic substances .... 

I ooper's approach to etching was scholarly, 
{; intellectual, and traditional. He did not seem 
to be compelled to try to stretch the technical 
boundaries of the medium to new limits nor to 
define new directions of stylistic evolution. In 
fact, he was not greatly taken by the new 
directions of art coming into vogue. He seemed 
to feel, rather, that the art form was, just as he 
had inherited it, quite adequate to his 
needs .... Each image was always worked out in 
one or more complete sketches before being 
committed to the copper and if, in retrospect, it 

was not completely to his liking, the image 
might be rethought, redrawn, and reprinted 
from yet another plate .... 

Then, too, Cooper seems to have believed 
that beauty is its own excuse for being. He could 
spend countless hours improving his violin 
playing while entertaining no serious notions of 
becoming a great concert violinist, but rather 
with the attitude that it was something which 
deserved doing for its own sake and as near 
perfection as possible. It was much the same 
attitude he seemed to bring to his etching plates. 
He would labor endlessly over seemingly 
insignificant passages until he brought them to 
the necessary state of refinement, then, having 
reached some sense of resolution and completion 
would print a few proofs of the plate and go on to 
the next one. He seldom engaged iri'serious 
marketing of his work and did not number or 
date his editions in any conventional way. 

When he had begun studying art he had done 
so with the idea of becoming a commercial 
artist, but even before he returned to South 
Carolina he had realized that he was not cut out 
to use his craft to sell toothpaste or soap 
powder. ... There is no pandering to popular 
preconceptions or cliches, no manipulation of 
dramatic effect simply for its own sake. All his 
work is informed by an unsentimental love of the 
land, a love that humbly accepts and rejoices in 
reality. His black neighbors are knoum and 
respected, without condescension; his white 
neighbors and kin are presented honestly and 
sensitively, with no attempt either to sanctify 
them or to mock them. His work became less 
and less a matter of public declaration and more 
and more a matter of private reflection .... 

About 1958 Cooper suffered a severe heart 
attack. After this he farmed from a truck and 
made roads around the edges of his fields. His 
heart mended and he saw his children off to 
college; Mary to Salem College and the 
University of South Carolina and eventually a 
doctorate in chemistry from the University of 
Colorado, and Jim to study Forest Management 
at Virginia Polytechnic Institute. 

The last summer of his life was a good one and 
the children returned to college as usual. A few 
days before he died, he was fine and visited with 
Lamar in Athens, Georgia. Then suddenly, 
while he was at home on the evening of 
November 1, he had a severe heart attack. He 
felt he could survive this attack as he had done 
before, but he died on November 2, 1968, and 
was buried beneath the pines at Indiantown 
Church. A friend called him the last true 
gentleman. . . . _,,., 

BO)l1 Saunders, an etcher himself, is an associate professor 
in the Department of Art at the University ofSowh 
Carolina. Stephanie Saunders is a painter ulw teaches art 
at an elementary school in the Dutch Fork district of South 
Carolina. 
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A 

WAY TO GARDEN 
BY MIKE CREEL 

Many American gardeners have been so busy 
introducing showy exotic p"lants to their gardens 
that they fail to notice the delicate beauty of those 
native flowers growing wild around them. 
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he wild pink autumn bells 
that bloom in my 
front yard late each 
September have been a 

herald of my daughter's birth since that first 
bouquet I picked for her five years ago. My 
appreciation and awareness of our native 
wildflowers has grown as she has. 

I began taking frequent walks with my 
children through our property to see what's 
blooming or putting on new leaves. I started 
keeping a notebook with the blooming dates of 
various plants such as bird's foot violets, yuccas, 
butterfly weed, dwarf iris, purple asters, and 
trumpet honeysuckle. I began a collection of 
wild violets in a moist bed. Gardening friends 
gave me starts of wild bee balm and mountain 
mint, and I learned ways to propagate from the 
plants I had. 

This wild way to garden is a year-round hobby 
that never seems a chore or a bore because it's a 
logical offshoot of nature appreciation in 
general. Gardening with native plants gives a 
new outlook on the great outdoors. A casual 
walk through the woods might reveal 
overlooked details - golden-brown leaves still 
clinging to a young beech in the dead of winter, 
the year's first blue violet peeking above woolly 
leaves in February's chill, a clump of fragrant 
swamp azaleas blooming white in midsummer or 
a bed of yellowish brown cranefly orchids posed 
on leafless stalks above September's shaded 
forest floor. 

Many American gardeners have been so 
preoccupied with introducing showy foreign 
plants into their gardens that they have failed to 
notice the beauty of those plants growing wild 
around them. Native plants have been treated 
much like the biblical prophet whose virtues 
went unnoticed only in his own land and among 
his own people. 

But without knowing it, many gardeners of 
the South have already started native plant 

Pink blooms of meadow 
beauty ar deergrass (Rhexia 
virginica) brighten moist 
ditches and pond margins in 
mid-summer. Good far 
fJToblem sites with wet acid 
soil, this plant may be 
fJropagated by division of old 
plants in the spnng ar by 
sowing the seeds which dry in 
pitcher-shaped capsules. 

Mother Nature painted this 
September scene on the 
Sandhills National Wildlife 
Refuge near McBee. The 
pink autumn belLs (Agalinis 

purpurea), yellowcamphar
weed (Hetereotheca 
subaxillaris), and broom
sedge (Andropogon 
virginicus) shown here are 
best left to grow undisturbed 
where they choose. Camphar
weed can be fJropagated by 
division in spnng ar sowing 
seeds in spnng ar fall. One 
might try spreading the annual 
autumn bells, which are 
semiparasitic on grass roots, 
by sowing the seeds ( collected 
when dry in mid-winter) in 
similar areas. 

gardening. Native plants in wide horticultural 
use include the flowering dogwood, southern 
magnolia, sweet shrub, Jerusalem artichoke, and 
blue misrflower. Mistakenly called the wild 
ageratum, the blue mistflower is a spreading 
perennial that casts a lavender cloud down 
roadside ditches and thrives in nearly every old 
garden border. 

There are basically two approaches to 
wildflower gardening. One way is to use plants 
from any type environment and attempt to 
recreate native conditions. Or you can plant the 
wildflowers native to your area that can survive 
in the landscape as it exists. Logically, the 
second approach is easier and usually more 
successful. 

The best way to select the plants you want in 
your yard is to visit nearby areas where 
wildflowers are thriving. Observe the growing 
conditions throughout the year. If the area is 
similar to yours, you can be fairly certain those 
plants will grow on your site. Study your plant's 
natural habitat in terms of soil quality, drainage, 
and sunlight. The closer you come to 
duplicating it, the greater your chances for 
success will be. Before moving any wild plant, 
learn about its growing pattern and how it sends 
out its roots. The roots may be shallow or deep, 
long or short, fragile or sturdy. 

Before doing anything to your property, wait 
through a full growing season to observe what 
already grows naturally in uncultivated areas. 
Identify existing species as they appear and 
remove unwanted underbrush or other plants 
such as poison ivy. 

As the existing wildflowers appear, place 
temporary markers next to them for they may 
vanish after blooming and become dormant for 
the rest of the year. In autumn, when you're 
filling in your garden with new plants, the 
markers will tell you where spaces are taken. 

Think before you buy or plant. Consider 
realistically which plants will grow well on your 
site and what things are growing there naturally. 
You want hardy perennials, shrubs, trees, and 
self-growing annuals that grow naturally in areas 
similar to yours. 

On most lots you can find a number of 
different micro-environments suited to a variety 
of native plants. The construction of houses and 
buildings often alter the site's normal drainage 
and shade patterns so that one spot stays damp 
and shady while another is dry and sunny. As a 
rule, there is a native plant perfectly suitable for 
nearly every situation that can exist in your yard, 
even the problem areas. 

To be an effective detective of wild plant 
sources, it is necessary to learn the proper 
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scientific names, as well as the common names, 
for plant species. Reliance upon common names 
leads to confusion since twenty different plants 
may have the same common handle, or one 
plant may have twenty names. Knowing the 
scientific names also gives the gardener an edge 
when searching catalogs and price lists for 
wildings. 

Propagating rare or uncommon native plants 
as select garden ornamentals is a healthy 
concept. Species which are rare in the wild can, 
through study and trial, become garden gems, 
flourishing without competition under the 
gardener's green thumb. 

ardeners who have 
assembled a fairly 
representative selection 
of plants in the yard 

start to specialize and limit their collections to 
certain types of plants. The same is true with 
wildflower gardening. When a gardener 
discovers more success in growing wild irises, 
then all species within that family begin to have 
more appeal than other plants. Wild azaleas, for 
example, have long been a favorite with native 
plant gardeners. Unlike the common Japanese 
azaleas, the wild American cousins lose their 
leaves in winter. But these plants have a long 
blooming period from April through September 
and offer fragrant flowers which compensate for a 
winter without leaves. 

Only recently have Americans begun to 
explore the hidden horticultural potential of this 
country's native wildflowers, shrubs, and trees. 
Individuals and businesses are now collecting 
seeds of our native plants, making selections 
from superior strains, and cross-breeding in 
search of desirable new hybrids. In addition to 
small nurseries which specialize in propagating 
and thereby perpetuating the native plants of 
their area, several large established seed 
companies are also taking part in the movement 
to make more native American plants available 
to the gardener. 

The wildflower offerings ten years ago were 
very sparse with sales mostly to rock gardeners, 
according to Klaus Neubner, senior vice
president for Park Seed Company in Greenville. 
"Today we see a thousand-fold increase in the 
gardener's wildflower interest and in sales. The 
wildflower section of our catalog has grown from 
about six lines to two full pages containing fifty 
to one hundred species and several seed 
mixtures for different parts of the nation." 

The Park catalog also offers many improved 
selections of native wildflowers such as gaillardia 
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daisies, yellow coreopsis, false dragonhead, gay 
feather or liatris, and many others. Traditional 
wildflower standbys included in Park and other 
mail-order catalogs include the columbine, 
larkspur, trumpet creeper, hollies, redbud 
tree,and sweet shrub. 

"There is a definite growing interest in 
wildflower gardening and naturalizing a part of 
the yard," Neubner said. "Society changes have 
brought it about for the most part. Rising food 
prices sparked gardening interest. People drove 
less in the seventies, stayed at home, looked 
around, and said, 'Boy, what a dump'! The 
back-to-nature and natural foods movement also 
brought interest in wildflowers. But many people 
have been wildflower enthusiasts all along and 
their interest in gardening with native plants is 
still growing. 

"There are several requirements for a species 
to become a hit with gardeners, whether an 
improved variety or wild," Neubner said. "It 
needs to survive, have some garden 
performance, a clear color, and be grown under a 
reasonably wide range of climatic conditions, 
not limited in its requirements. When choosing 
a native plant for the garden, it's best to look for 
things growing under dry conditions since they 
are more widely adaptable than swamp plants. 

"The expectation with wildflowers is entirely 
different from that of traditonal garden plants," 
Neubner said. "There's not usually the great big 
color show that accompanies commonly planted 
ornamental varieties. The appeal lies in the 
muted tones and interesting shapes of flowers 
and growth which demand an up-close look 
rather than a band of color from afar." 

Native plants, particularly those growing wild 
in the Southeast, have not been widely available 
through the commercial nursery trade. Nurseries 
such as Woodlanders in Aiken are working to 
make native landscape material available on a 
botanically-sound basis. Landscape architect 
Robert Mackintosh and his wife Julia established 
Woodlanders in 1978 and were later joined by 
Bob McCartney, formerly with the Historical 
Williamsburg nursery. 

"We started Woodlanders because we were 
interested in the plants around Aiken," said 
Robert Mackintosh. "This is an area of rich 
natural flora, but most of it is not available to 
gardeners. We want to encourage the use of our 
plants not only in the wild garden relegated to a 

Showy blooms of the 
Coreopsis daisies are 
appealing as patches in the 
home garden border as well as 
the wild roaruide. 
Horticulturists have 

developed a number of new 
cultivars, such as Sunray, 
Goldfink, and Baby Sun, 
which are improvements on 
the original species in bloom 
size and abbreviated height. 



little piece of woods but as major elements on the 
landscape along with imported plants. People 
don't realize that you can get a really spectacular 
garden with the native plants that grow all 
around us and a much longer growing season. 
Many out visiting display gardens comment 
'Why, I've seen that in the woods, but it never 
looked that good.' 

"fu a rule we find that if a native plant will 
grow in the garden at all, it responds very 
gratifyingly," Mackintosh explained. "The 
common sparkleberry tree doesn't look like 
much in the woods, but given garden care it can 
become a specimen of wonderful shapes, white 
blooms, and fall color." 

The philosophy of Woodlanders is to seek out 
and propagate the beautiful but neglected plants 
of their area and to encourage their wider 
horticultural use. They set a good example for 
other native plant nurseries in that they 
propagate plants for sale from their own stock 
and do not rely on the wild as a wholesale 
supplier. 

The Aiken firm grows both woody and 
herbaceous plants and sells by mail, which is an 
unusual combination. Their regular shipping 
period is from October 1 to April 1, or while the 
plants are not in rapid growth. They list some 
three hundred species of trees, shrubs, herbs, 
and vines in their catalog and offer some that 
have not been in cultivation before. 

oodlanders' specialities 
include sixteen 
species of wild azaleas 
native to the Southeast, 

eleven native oaks, eight wild magnolias, and 
five hawthorns. Hardy, drought-tolerant 
sandhills plants such as shrub goldenrod, St. 
John's worts, phloxes, polygonella (jointweed), 
and the false indigoes are listed. Through careful 
propagation, the nursery also has available such 
rare wild species as the spiny gooseberry, 
climbing fetterbush, silky camellia, fall
blooming yellow jessamine, wild white wisteria, 
sand myrtle, and yellow honeysuckle. 

Nearly every gardener has wanted to 
naturalize a barren section of property with a 
carefree patch of blooming wildflowers. 
Recently a few large-scale seed producers have 
responded to this need and are now distributing 
through mail-order catalogs seed mixtures 
tailored for different parts of the country. These 
wildflower seed mixtures were developed to 
provide a permanent meadow of perennials and 
self-seeding annuals that require only annual 
mowing. 
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Laura Quatrochi, executive director and 
botanist for Environmental Seed Producers of El 
Monte, Callifornia, explained that her company 
was born about eight years ago to meet evident 
needs. Many people expressed an interest in 
going back to a natural landscape and state 
highway departments in California and other 
Western states wanted to use native wildflowers 
to stabilize their rights-of-way. But the volume 
of seeds necessary for such projects was not 
available. 

The company now offers twenty-one different 
seed mixtures designed to grow well in every 
section of the United States and many seeds 
listed by wildflower species. The seed mixtures 
retail for $14 to $60 per pound. 

"Even with wildflowers, people must 
remember that they must be planted correctly 
and not just thrown out," Quatrochi said. "The 
area should be tilled to remove all weeds and 
raked smooth. Apply no fertilizer unless the soil 
is completely devoid of nutrients, as indicated by 
the absence of weeds or vegetative growth. 
Then mix the seed with fine sand for even 
broadcasting. After sowing, rake the seeds 
gently into the soil. " 

Few are laboring in the mission field of native 
plant research, where much work is needed in 
the selection of hardy cultivars, refinement of 
propagation techniques, exploration for worthy 
garden species, and development of improved 
hybrids. Within America's native plant 
populations, there lies an essentially unexplored 
potential for selecting new garden-hardy 
ornamental plants. 

Carl Wyatt of Marquand, Missouri, has been 
actively propagating and hybridizing wildflowers 
for the past seventeen years. His first 
breakthrough was the development of a full color 
range, from light lemon yellow to oxblood red, 
of the common orange butterfly weed (Asclepias 
tuberosa) , which is now sold by several major 
seed companies. More recent accomplishments 
include a rainbow of new Louisiana irises and a 
selection of double-petaled spiderworts which 
have also made their debuts in seed catalogs such 
as Park, Thompson, and Morgan. 

The butterfly weed or Asclepias tuberosa 
occurs in the wild as an orange-blooming 
perennial appearing on dry sandy roadsides, but 

This cloudless sulphur 
butrerfly (Phoebis sennae) 
selects a purple ironweed 
(Vernonia augustifolia) for 
its perch in the Lexington 
County Sandhills. lronweed 
self-sows where it grows and 
seed can be sown at any time. 

It can also be propagated by 
division in spring or cuttings 
taken in early summer. 
Growing about two feet taller 
in drier sites, this species can 
reach five feet in a moist, rich 
area. 
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NATIVE PLANT SOURCES 
A.E. Allgrove Nursery Gossler Farms Nursery 
28 I Woburn St. 1200 Weaver Rd. 
Wilmington, Mass. 01887 Springfield , Oreg. 974 77 
• Wildflower planting guide on • Stem1rtias magnolia and styrax 
request. c.atalog, $!. 

Applewood Seed Co. Holbrook Farm & Nursery 
833 Parfet St. Rt. 2, &x 223-B 
Lakewood, Colo. 80215 Fletcher, N.C. 28732 
• Wildflower seed only. • Catalog, $1 ( deductible from first 

Bill Dodd's Rare Plants order). Hardy wrieries and 

P.O. Drawer 377 cultural information. 

Semmes, Ala. 36575 Jack P. Price Nursery 
• Wild azaleas, etc. Rt. 9, &x 657 

Beersheba Wildflower Shreveport, La. 7 II 07 

Gardens • Perennials only. 

Stone Door Rd., &x55 1 Lawyer Nursery, Inc. 
Beer.;heba Springs, Tenn. 950 Highway 200 W. 
37305 Plains, Mont. 59859 
• Wildflowers and other native • Worldwide sources of seeds. 
plants, no seed. 

Master Gardens 
Bluestone Perennials, Inc. 3930 Kingston Pike 
3500 Jackson St. Knoxville, Tenn. 3 79 19 
Mentor, Ohio 44060 • Free descripti"" catalog. 
Carroll Abbott's Green 
Horizons 

Mellinger's, Inc. 
23 10 W. South Range Rd. 

500 Thompson Drive North Lima, Ohio 44452 
Kerrville, Tex. 78028 

Clyde Robin Seed Company, 
Midwest Wildflowers 

Inc. 
&x 64 

P.O. & x2855 
Rockton, Ill. 61072 

Castro Valley, Calif. 94546 
'Catalog, 50¢. 

• Free catalog. Mincemoyer Nursery 

Conley's Garden Center County Line Rd. (Rt. 526) 

145 Townsend Ave. Jackson, N.J. 08527 

Boothbay Harbor, Maine • 22-poge list, 25¢; also has Ust of 

04538 o,ganic aids to gardening. 

'Hardy wildflowers, fems, bulbs, Native Seeds, Inc. 
orchids, andgroundcooers. I4590Triadelphia Mill Rd. 
Dutch Mountain Nursery Dayton, Md. 2 1036 
Soil Conservation Service • Wild/lower seed in both bulk and 
7984 N. 84th St. seed packet sizes for individital 
Augusta, Mich. 49012 wild/lower mixes. 

Elite Dwarf Plants New England Rootstock 
Litchfield, Maine04350 Assoc. 
• Nari"' plants only; catalog, $1. &x76 

Cambridge,N.Y. 12816 
Forest-Farm 
990 Tetherhob Drive 

• Catalog, $1 ( refundable with first 
order/. Wild/Jowerrootstock and 

Williams, Oreg. 97544 bulbs, native fems, and herbs. 
'American nari"" trees; catalog,$!. 

Painted Meadows Seed Co. 
Gardens of the Blue Ridge &x 1494 
P.O. &xl0 Charlottesville, Va. 22902 
Pineola, N.C. 28662 
• Wildflowers and other nari"" Plants of the Southwest 
plants. 1570 Pacheco St. 

George W. Park Seed Co., Inc. 
Santa Fe, N. Mex. 8750 1 

P.O. &x31 Putney Nursery 
Greenwood, S.C. 29647 Putney, Vt. 05346 

Griffey's Nursery • Free catalog. 

Rt.3, &x 28 
Mar.shall , N.C.. 28753 

Rocky Mountain Woodland 
Wildflowers 
&x793 
Bigfork, Mont. 599 11 
• Free catalog. 

Russell Graham 
4030 Eagle Crest Rd., N. W. 
Salem, Oreg. 97304 
• Wildflowers and low-
maintenance, hardy perennials. 

Savage Gardens 
P.O. &x 163 
McMinnville, Tenn. 371 IO 
• Wild/Jowers and other native plants. 

Shop in the Sierra 
&x l 
Midpines, Calif. 95345 
·catalog, $1.50. 

Sishiyou Rare Plant Nursery 
2825 Cummings Rd. 
Medford, Oreg. 97501 
'Catalog, $1. 50; alpines and 
other miniature wild/Jowers and 
shrubs. 
Theodore Payne Foundation 
for Wildflowers and Native 
Plants 
10459 Tuxford St. 
Sun Valley, Calif. 91352 
• Catalog, send self-addressed 
stamped en.,,,lope. 

Thompson and Morgan, Inc. 
P.O. &x24 
401 Kennedy Blvd. 
Somerdale, N .J. 08083 

Transplant Nursery 
Parkertown Rd. 
Lavonia, Ga. 30553 
' Wild azaleas. 

Wavecrest Nurseries 
2509 Lakeshore Or., Rt. 2 
Fennville, Mich. 49408 
• Rare and unusital trees and shmbs. 

Wildflowers 
Environmental Seed Producer.;, 
Inc. 
P.O. &x5125 
El Monte, Canada 91734-11 25 
• Free catalog. 

The Wild Garden 
&x 487 
&thell, Wash. 98011 
• Catalog, $1. 

Woodlanders, Inc. 1128 
1128 Colleton Ave. 
Aiken, S.C. 29801 
• Nari"' S. C. perennials, shmbs, 
trees, and vines. Also lists sources 
of nari"" p/ant books. Send self-
addressed stamped en.,,,lope for 
pricelist or $1 for descripri"" c.atalog. 
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COLLECTABLE 
PERENNIALS 
Trilliums 
Phloxes 
Coreopsis 
Vine honeysuckles (umicera) 
Oaks (Quercus) · 

Pines (Pinus) 
Goldenrcxls (Solidogo) 
Blue stars (Amsoniru) 
Fems 
False indigoes (Baptisia) 
Groundsels (Boccharis) 
St. John's worts (Hypericum) 
Hi biscus 
Violets 
Anemones 
Clematis 
Magnolias 
Rhodcxlendrons 
Iris 
Blazing stars ( Liatris) 
Milkweeds (Asclepiru) 
Mountain mint 
( Pycnanihemum) 
Spiderworts (T rasdescantia) 
Sunflowers (Helianthus) 

· Each plant genus listed here contains 
many species native co the Southeast. 
In building a collection of any genus, 
also consider hybrids, color selections, 
and related oriental species. 

PERENNIALS 
FORDRY, 
SUNNY AREAS 
Butterflyweed ( Asclepiru 

cuberosa) 
False indigo (Baptisiaallxi, 

pendula, perfoliata) 
Conradina (several species) 
Clinopcxlium (several species) 
Jointweed ( Polygonella 

amencana, mocrophylla) 
Gooseberry (Voccinium 

stamineum) 
Dwatf waxmyrtle (Myrica 

pumila) 
Pink spiderwort (Trasdescantia 

hirsuticaulis) 
Creeping St. John's wort 

(Hypericum lloydii) 
Sundrops (Oenothera tetragona) 
Blazing stars (Liatris, several 

species) 
Yucca (Yucca filamentosa) 
Savory-leaved aster ( Aster 

Unea,folia) 

PERENNIALS 
FORMOIST 
AREAS 
Cardinal flower (Lnbelia 

cardinalis) 
Hibiscus (many species) 
Leucothoe ( Leucothoe axillaris, 

fontanesiana, racemosa) 
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Cherry laurel ( Pru nus 
caroUniana) 

Selfheal ( Prunella vulgaris) 
False dragonhead ( Physostegia 

vi,xiniana) 
Sweet pepperbush (Clethra 

alnifolia) 
Loosestrifc ( L ysimochia 

terrestris, thrysifolia) 
Swamp azalea ( Rhalodendron 

viscosum) 
Lythrum (Ly thntm saUceria) 
Blue flag ( Iris vi,xinica) 
Bee ba Im ( Monarda didyma) 
Horse mint (Monarda punctata) 
M istflower ( Eupatorium 

coelestinum) 
Tunlehead (Che/one lyoni, 

obliqua, gkibra) 

GROUND 
COVERS 
Green and gold (Chrysognum 

vi,xinianum) 
Dwatf smilax (Smilax pumila) 
Heartleaf or wi Id ginger 

(Hexascylis , several 
species) 

Barren strawberry (Waldsteinia 
parviflora) 

American dog violet (Viola 
conspersa) 

Allegheny spurge ( Pachysandra 
procumbens) 

Phlox (Phloxnivalis, stolonifera, 
subulata) 

Alumroot (Heuchera 
amencana) 

Selfheal (Prunella vulgaris) 
Blue-eyed grass (Sisyrinchium 

atlanticum) 
Dwatf iris (Iris cristata) 

NATIVE 
VINES 
Wisteria (W /rutescens) 
Coral honeysuckle (umicera 

sempervirens) 
Yellow jcssamine (Gelsemium 

sempervirens) 
Pride of Augusta (double) 

(Gel.semium 
sempervirens) 

Fall yellow jcssamine 
(Gelsemium rankinii) 

Yellow honeysuckle (l.onicera 
/lava) 

Dwatf smilax ( Smilax pumila) 
Cross vine ( Anisostichus 

capriolata) 
Carolina moonseed (Cocculus 

• caroUnus) 
Climbing hydrangea 

( Decumaria barbara) 
Walter's smilax (Smilax walterii) 

Lanceleaf green briar (Smilax 
smalUi) 

Trumpet vine (Campsis 
radicans) 

Virgin's-bower (Clematis 
vi,xiniana) 

Bittersweet vine (Celastrus 
scandens) 

Christmas berry ( L ycium 
caroUnianum) 

Virginia creepet ( Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia) 

SPECIMEN 
TREES 
Buckeyes ( Aesculus geo,wana, 

parviflora, pavia 
sylvatica) 

Sparkleberry (Voccinum 
arboreum) 

Magnolias (Magnolia virginia, 
ashei, pyramidata, 
mocrophylla, tripetala, 
acuminata, cordata) 

Fringe tree (Chionanthus 
vi,xinicum) 

Sourwocxl ( Oxydendron 
arboreum) 

Snowbell tree (Styrax 
americana) 

Bald cypress (T axodium 
disticum) 

Pond cypress (T axodium 
ascendens) 

Loblolly bay (Gordonia 
lasianchus) 

Silky camell ia (Stewartia 
malachoclendmn) 

Silverbell tree (Halesia 
caroliniana, parviflora) 

Shadbush ( Amelanchier 
canadensis) 

Redbud (Cercis canaclensis) 
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A single atama.sco lily 
(Zephyranthes atamasco) 
spreads its wings among the 
blooms of blue-eyed grass 
(Sisyrinchium 
mucronatum). This spring
blooming white lily requires a 
special site such as a damp 
meadow and can be 
propagated by division in early 
summer when the bulb is 
growing or by seeds sown in 
April in leafy, moist soil. The 

small, six-parted flowers of 
blue-eyedgras, appear in 
loose clusters with each bloom 
lasting but a few hours. It can 
be propagated by division of 
clumps in spring and fall or by 
seeds sown in late winter. 

White Canadian violets 
(Viola canadensis) grace this 
cool, mountain scene with 
their heart-shaped leaves and 

erect flowering stems. The 
delicate crystal-like flowers of 
the miterw:m or bishop's cap 
(Mirella dyphylla) on their 
slender stalks cast a fairyland 
charm to the forest floor. The 
use of either of these plants 
should be limited to rich, cool, 
shaded woods having neutral 
soil in the mountains or upper 
piedmont. Both plants are 
frequently listed by northern 
wildflower nurseries. 

a closer look will reveal a limited range of color 
from yellow to dark orange among different 
plants. Wyatt fully explored the potential for 
variation within this species by hybridization 
and came up with butterfly weeds from light 
yellow to true oxblood red, bicolor blooms, and 
even variegated leaves. 

"I had nearly 1,500 seedlings to bloom last 
summer and new color patterns, combinations, 
color breaks, dwatfism, and foliage patterns 
showed," Wyatt said. "This is the kind of thing 
that puts fizz into a plant breeder's blood and 
enables him to go on and grow thousands upon 
thousands of seedlings each year. 

"Knowing that a lot of people have a hard 
time growing a decent row of potatoes, I always 
keep in mind the growability factor when I select 
seedlings for further breeding work," Wyatt said. 
"When our creator created all the wonderful 
plants, he left the keys to open the doors to more 
beauty and pleasure, but there are doors to 
destruction as well. I can think of some plants 
that have been bred down the primrose path 
toward extinction today. In all flowers I like a 
good healthy foliage and on some varieties this is 
as important as the flower itself." 

Native plant preservation efforts have 
crystallized throughout the nation in societies of 
botanists and wildflower enthusiasts. Seventeen 
states have native plant societies, but no formal 
organization currently exists in South Carolina. 
The spirit here is wide-awake, however, through 
the interest of gardeners and botanists. The 
South Carolina Department of Parks, 
Recreation, and Tourism encourages wildflower 
enthusiasts through the series of"Wildflower 
Walks" that it offers for a small fee each spring at 
several different locales in the state. 

Dr. Doug Rayner, botanistforthestate 
wildlife department, notes that a fairly definitive 
list of rare and endangered plant species has 
been compiled for South Carolina and that 
these plants are protected on lands within the 
Heritage Trust program and on state park 
grounds. The wildlife department, with the 
input of botanists from all across the state, has 
developed a list of its rarest native plants for the 
major plant groups and continues to refine the 
list as new information comes in from the field. 

Where can you go to view South Carolina's 
native wildflowers? First, maintain a keen eye 
toward roadsides, ditches, and undeveloped 
acreage in your own neighborhood. National 
forests, wildlife refuges, and protected natural 
areas also afford scenic wildflower viewing. Most 

of the state's large public gardens have native 
wildflowers, whether planned or accidental, in 
addition to exotic garden cul ti vars. Kalmia 
Gardens on West Carolina Avenue in Hartsville 
is famous for the Kalmia latifolia, or mountain 
laurel, which predominates its twenty-four 
acres. Brookgreen Gardens on U.S. 1 7 at 
Murrells Inlet has a spring "show" of native 
azaleas and atamasco lilies during the first two 
weeks of April and a fall-bloom of wild asters the 
last two weeks in September. Brookgreen has 
begun work on a wildlife park to be landscaped 
entirely with natives. 

ildflower gardeners are 
sometimes frowned 
upon by the scientific 
community for collecting 

plants from the wild and adding them to the 
home garden. The ground rules of collecting are: 
Always get the property owner's permission 
before digging, Know what you are digging and 
its status, rarity-wise. Don't dig rare plants from 
the wild unless you are absolutely certain that 
their habitat is about to be destroyed. Don't 
move a plant unless you know the best time to 
transplant it and are fairly certain it will survive. 

The danger of native plant collecting is that 
some unscrupulous or unknowing person will 
dig up the last stand of a rare species and that the 
plants will die upon transplanting. Gardeners 
should be informed that many rare and 
endangered plants are now becoming available 
through respected nurseries without diminishing 
wild populations. Nurserymen are learning 
to propagate rarities from stock plants. 

Hal Bruce, consulting taxonomist at 
Winterthur Gardens in Delaware and author of 
How to Grow Wildflm,uers, Wild Shrubs and Trees 
in YourOwnGarden, noted: "Sinceourpioneer 
forefathers cut a square from the wilderness for a 
cabin site, we modems still clear the woods 
around our home site, eliminating most of the 
original wild flora. The trend has for too long 
been total replacement of flowers and shrubs, if 
not trees too. A compromise between the wild 
natives and foreign introductions can be just as 
pleasing. 

"Perhaps the most compelling reason for 
using native American plants in our gardens is 
the chance that by doing so we might help save a 
species from oblivion," Bruce said. "There will 
be some hope of survival for the next 'last stand' 
if it is found in somebody's garden." _.., 
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\ \ H ey Bob, somelxxly's coming," 
Bryan Stone half whispered. We 

· were huddled around our fl ickering 
campfire, until then the only source 

of light in the dark December woods, when two 

spotlights danced toward us. Sudden flashes of 
light across the darkness can scare the boots off a 
backcountry camper. 

Our party of five was camped on the Foothills 
Trail, an eighty-mile foot path recently carved 
across the northwest corner of South Carolina. 
Our campsite was in a remote part of Pickens 
County, somewhere along Laurel Fork Creek. 
Except for a lone deer hunter, we had seen no 
one on the trail since leaving Rocky Bottom 
parking lot hours before. 

Our guide, Robert Clark, had been the first 
to sack in for the night. Priscilla Hinde and Beth 
Roland had followed him, pitching their tent 
about fifty yards down trail. Bryan and I had 
lingered a moment to enjoy the fire's dying coals 
and now we faced the oncoming spotlights. 

Two men behind the lights strolled into our 
camp. When they "howdied" and laughed, our 
anxiety melted. They were hunters looking for 
trailing coon dogs and a way back to the road. 

It's an unstated rule that backpackers should 
never admit that they don't know where they 
are. 

"If you go back up this way, cross the creek 
four or five times, go up the slope to the ridge ... " 
I pointed back up the trail. 

The looks of our intruders told me that I 
hadn't been much help. One shook his head and 
ambered off, spotlight darting here and there 
through the tall hemlocks. His partner shuffied 
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along behind. A coon hound's distant bay 
punctuated their departure. 

Robert could have advised them better, I was 
sure, but I hated to wake him. He had led us up 
Flatrock Mountain that morning from Rocky 
Bottom off highway 178 at Laurel Valley. Bryan 
and I had dawdled behind the other three and 
lost sight of them as we hiked through thickets of 
laurel and rhododendron. 

We soon reached open woods, however, and 
came to the top of the mountain three hours 
from our start. The trail to the summit is 
gradual, well-marked, and crosses two logging 
roads. At the top, the trail drops quickly into 
the creek gorge. Across Laurel Fork Creek it 
crosses several footbridges among four-hundred
year-old hemlocks. 

We had decided to camp on an abandoned 
logging road bordering the creek as the relatively 
flat terrain provided good tent sites. An added 
advantage to a new trail, we had discovered, is 
an abundance of downed firewood. 

Our little fire had grown dim, and Bryan 
wandered off to check on things natural, I 
assumed. I crawled into the dark tent and was 
soon in that mystical twilight of half-sleep, half
dreams. But something was vaguely not right. I 
was not alone. Silhouetted by the dying firelight, 
a panting creature stood above me. 

Rousing oneself in a dark tent to find an 
unfamiliar, four-legged creature can be 
disconcerting, but I was still drowsy when a wet, 
sticky tongue slapped me into consciousnes.s. 
The fact was some type of hound dog had 
decided to pay us a visit. 

Hounds are by nature friendly animals. This 
one, a bluetick, proved no exception. His 
demeanor seemedto say that he thought of 
himself as an emissary of the High Court of 
Hounds, and he obviously expected a princely 
greeting. 

I reciprocated with a scratch behind the ear. 
He left, apparently satisfied with his diplomacy 
and I returned to my twilight thoughts of our 
first day on the trail. 

The nearly completed Foothills Trail traverses 
the remote country behind Lake Jocassee in 
Pickens and Oconee counties. A large portion of 
the trail extends into North Carolina. The trail 
joins two South Carolina state parks, Oconee 
State Park to the west and Table Rock, eighty 
trail miles to the east. 

As for scenery, vegetation, and other 
attributes of a backpacking route, the Foothills 
Trail matches any in the Carolinas. Judging from 
the five-mile segment of our trip, and from the 
information obtained from persons familiar with 
the trail, this is a good path for beginners. 

While there are some fairly steep climbs, for 
the most part the grade has been purposely 
routed to make the going pleasant. Beginners 
and experienced hikers may choose a route to 
suit themselves. Since a number of roads cross 

The dense forest and mountainous 
climate along the trail provide 
interesting plant specimens, such 
as the polystictus fungi and 
the Christmas fem shown at left. 
Hikers pause along the trail to 
view Twin Falls (right) off 
Laurel Fork Creek. 

South Carolinas 
newest trail system 
opens miles of 
remote mountain 
wilderness along our 
northwest border. 
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fffitrii s 
by Bob Campbell 





the trail, long or short jaunts may be planned. 
Duke Power Company recently completed 

forty-three miles, roughly the eastern half of the 
trail. Duke's segment leaves Table Rock State 
Park and above Lake Jocassee crosses 
timberlands belonging to Crescent Land and 
Timber Corporation, a subsidiary of Duke. 

As for the western portion, the U.S. Forest 
Service took a series of existing trails, added to 
them, and developed about half of the trail. 
This portion is in Sumter and Nantahala 
National Forests in the two Carolinas. The 
Sumter National Forest segment was designated 
a part of the National Recreational Trails System 
in 1979, according to U.S. Forest Service 
spokesman Joe Wallace. 

The trail passes through a land of waterfalls, 
laurel and rhododendron thickets, rushing 
mountain streams, ancient hemlock stands, and 
rock outcroppings. From several points you get a 
scenic view of lake Jocassee, one of the few 
mountain lakes in the Southeast. While a Duke 
Power reservoir, Jocassee is the near pristine 
home of the only lake-bound trout fishery in 
South Carolina. 

A variety of animals inhabit the area. These 
include an expanding population of whitetail 
deer, raccoons, skunks, chipmunks, and a 
diversity of small songbirds, hawks, owls, and 
maybe a raven or black bear for observant hikers. 

As originally conceived some ten years ago, 
the Foothills Trail would be the backbone of a 
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regional trails system. With the completion of 
this eighty-mile stretch, that backbone is now in 
place. 

ording to Glenn Hilliard, founder 
and current chairman of the Foothills 
Trail Conference, the original goal 
of the conference was to promote 
the development of the trail just 

completed. This goal has been met and the 
conference members hope now to see the system 
expanded. First organized in the late 1970s, the 
conference was mostly made up of landowners 
and government representatives with interests in 
the trail's development. 

Since then, Hilliard said, the conference has 
evolved into a member-supported organization. 
Their purpose is now broadened to encourage 
use of the trail and to coordinate the 
maintenance and future expansion of the 
Foothills Trail system. 

More than one-hundred fifty trail miles exist 
today including connectors with the main path. 
Some future extensions might include 
connectors up the Horsepasture River with its 
scenic Rainbow and Windy Falls. Eventually 
the trail might connect with the Art Loeb Trail 
in North Carolina into the Shining Rock 
Wilderness Area. 

Existing forest service trails make up much of 
the connector system in the national forests of 
the two Carolinas and Georgia. One very 

The Foothills Trail 
meanders below 
mountains, passing 
within sight of Lake 
Jocassee at several 
points. 

popular segment runs along the Chattooga 
River, an official Wild and Scenic River in the 
Sumter National Forest. This trail extends north 
into Ellicott Rock Wilderness Area where Georgia 
North Carolina, and South Carolina meet. 

Hilliard, president of Liberty Life Insurance 
Company in Greenville, said the conference is 
working to find a way to extend the Foothills 
Trail to Caesars Head. This extension would 
connect the trail with the Mountain Bridge 
Wilderness. (See "The Mountain Bridge 
Concept," by Bob Sargent, South CaroUna 
Wildlife, September-October1980.) 

Hilliard also hopes the conference will be able 
to extend the trail beyond Oconee State Park to 
Stumphouse Tunnel. Ultimately, the Foothills 
Trail could connect with the famous 
Appalachian Trail via the Bartram Trail or other 
existing routes. 

Alfred Breedin, a Duke Power recreation 
representative, supervised the Duke half of the 
trail. The trail has been placed where it will 
provide maximum opportunties for the walking 
public. 

Bridges placed at just about every stream 
eras.sing are some of the best you will find on any 
hiking trail. The suspension bridge acros.s the 
Toxaway River is worth a trip to see. Although 
it's a ten-mile walk by trail, the bridge is 
accessible and visible from the lake. Duke built a 
boat hitching pa;t within half a mile of it. The 
220-foot bridge has concrete reinforcements and 



is constructed of treated lumber that Breedin 
says will last a good fifty years. 

"Without this bridge, there would be lots of 
times when you wouldn't be able to cr0.5S the 
Toxaway River because of high water," Breedin 
said. 

Duke's portion of the trail passes through the 
Lake Jocas.see watershed where Crescent Land 
and Timber manages for wildlife and timber. 
Hunting is permitted in season on this portion's 
wildlife management areas in both Carolinas. 

Breedin, a backpacker himself, is enthusiastic 
about the trail. "There hasn't been anything like 
it in South Carolina. It pretty much opens up 
some wilderness-like areas not generally accessible 
before now," he said with obvious pride. 

Hikers will find some "preserved areas" in this 
backcountry region, but shouldn't be surprised 
to see places where timber has been thinned. 
There are also a few clearcuts, though, where 
the hiker can get a better idea of forestry 
operations. 

Sites above Jocas.see also hold the well-known 
Oconee Bell, a rare and endangered South 
Carolina wildflower. 

"There are beds of Oconee Bells half the size 
of football fields, " Glenn Hilliard said. "The 
area has some real variety, especially for 
wildflowers." 

The morning after our encounter with the 
hound and hunters, we cooked a makeshift 
breakfast and ate while standing because of the 
wet ground. We also wanted to get an early start 
because of the weather. 

After we packed up, Robert led us to a scenic 
waterfall, about a quarter mile downstream. 
Rain began to fall heavily so we didn't tarry 
there. Our walk out to the vehicles would be a 
wet one. 

If Robert had been awake the previous 
evening, he could have told the coon hunters 
what they needed to know. We were camped 
within a mile of a serviceable logging road, 
probably the one they were looking for. 

The storm prevented our traveling a couple of 
miles farther to Laurel Falls. Here, Laurel Fork 
Creek drops directly into Lake Jocas.see, forming 
one of the most scenic falls in the area. 

A persistent, soaking rain prevailed as we 
backtracked to the parking lot. While 
everything, pack and body, became soaked, we 
weren't cold. Warm weather held. 

We were surprised to find that we had walked 
out in half the time. 01' Man Weather had no 
doubt pushed us along. 

After bidding the others goodbye, Bryan and 
I changed to fresh clothes and stopped at a 
Pickens' hamburger place before heading for the 
Port City, five hours down the road. Despite the 
rain, we couldn't contain our excitement for our 
latest find. We will return to the Foothills Trail 
and recommend it to our hiking friends. ·""' 

Along the Trail 
Drawbar Cliffs. Right below Pinnacle 

Mountain between Sassafras Mountain and 
Table Rock. About 4. 5 miles from Sassafras 
Mountain or 3. 5 miles from the park. 

Laurel Fork Creek. Upstream off the Old 
Horsepasture Road. Waterfall about 1.5 miles 
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A suspension bridge connects the trail on 
both sides of the Toxaway River, right at its 
junction with Lake Jocassee. 

upstream. Also where 400-year-old virgin 
hemlocks are found. 

Laurel Fork Falls. Downstream off the Old 
Horsepasture Road. Beautiful falls that empty 
directly into backwaters of Lake Jocas.see. 

Thompson River. In North Carolina east of 
Whitewater Falls. Good wild river with a lot of 
falls. Coming from top of falls, about five miles 
to river. Good area to explore. 

Toxaway River Bridge. Long suspension 
bridge cr0.5Sing the Toxaway River a short 
distance upstream from where it empties into 
Lake Jocas.see. Accessible from boat landing. 

For those interested in plotting the trail on 
topo maps, the U.S. Geological Survey 
topographical maps covering the trail's area, 
refer to: ( east to west) "Table Rock," "Eastatoe 
Gap," "Reid," and "Cashiers." 

The Foothills Trail Conference has published 
a guide for the trail. Write the conference, P.O. 
Box 3041, Greenville, S. C., 29(1J2. There is a 
charge for the guide to cover the cost of 
publication. 
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Foothills Trail 
■ Trail Access Point 
• CampArea 
□ Lake Access Area 
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- a sign posted on 
an old oak tree 
overlooking a private 
pond somewhere in 
South Carolina. 

,:ere are more than I }orty thousand private 
ponds in South Carolina - all, if you believe 
fishermen, owned by stingy tyrants with nothing 
to do but hide in the bushes with loaded 
shotguns, just waiting for an innocent 
fisherman. All private ponds, fishermen believe, 
are dangerously close to being overpopulated 
with four-pound bream and eighteen-pound 
bass. Civic-minded fishermen's services are 
desperately needed to cull out some of these 
starving fish that threaten the balance of nature. 

Pond owners, on the other hand, believe that 
each little scaled wonder in their beautiful, 
landscaped private fishing amphitheaters is 
worth its weight in gold. These owners know 
that every ne'er-do-well and kid playing hookey 
in three counties is just waiting for the moment 
when they can slip in and annihilate the entire 
population of fish that took years to cultivate. 

The state record for largemouth bass is sixteen 
pounds two ounces, but every summer there are 

- by Pat Robertson 



stories on the fishing grapevine of eighteen
pound bass being caught. None of these 
legendary fish are ever publicly weighed in and 
certified. Rumor has it these super bass 
fishermen can't afford the honor of holding the 
new state record, because every one of these 
monsters are caught on the sly in private ponds. 
And the fishermen don't want to cite the source, 
because they would never be able to slip back in 
and fish again. Of course, if you believe that you 
also believe carp can fly! 

Sometimes, however, truth is as strange as 
fiction. Several summers ago a local fishing 
tournament in Columbia registered identical 
thirteen-pound five-ounce largemouth bass, 
both caught in private ponds on succes.sive days 
by two anglers who had never met. The lucky 
angler on the second day wanted to know where 
the first monster bass had been caught. 

He questioned the tournament director on 
the location of the pond where the first winner's 
catch came from. The first pond, it turned out, 
was located on the same road as the pond the 
second winner's fish came from. The second 
winner asked still more questions. The location 
off the road was the same, the shape was the 
same, even the location of a drainage culvert 
and a raft oflily pads and an old dead tree. Both 
fish, it appeared, had been caught from the 
same pond, from almost the same location, just 
one day apart! 

"Well," snorted the second-day winner, "I 
hope he doesn't get caught. That's a posted 
pond. I can't even get permis.sion to fish there!" 

Perhaps because of experiences like these, 
many private pond owners are likely to say, 
"Why yes, you certainly are welcome to fish in 
my little old pond." Under their breath, 
however, they may add, "Just be sure you don't 
catch anything worthwhile and don't come back 
until I call you." 

One such owner in the upper state will allow 
you to fish for free in his pond. But he stands 
beside you on the bank and counts your catch. 
Once you've got half a dozen bream or bass, he 
suggests that "You've got a mes.s for supper. 
That's enough fur one day." He also adds 
convincingly, "Just come back anytime." 

If you don't catch anything, of course, he 
makes that last invitation sound a whole lot more 
convincing. 

He should be visited by a Columbian and his 
son who have been nicknamed the Electrolux 
Boys because of their uncanny skill in fishing 
private ponds. They can "suck up" much of the 
bass and bream populations in one afternoon, 
say close friends. This pair was invited to fish by 
a man who felt his farm pond was out of balance. 

He wanted them to 
catch a lot oflittle fish, he said. 
"As a matter of fact," he added as the 
Electrolux Boys launched their little johnboat, 
"just keep everything you catch, even the little 
ones, and what you don't want to clean, throw 
up in the woods." 

As the sun slipped down over the treetops 
that afternoon, the two fishermen paddled back 
to the bank. 

"You fellows do any good?" asked the owner as 
he walked up from the barn. 

"Caught a few," they replied, lifting in a 
twenty-foot-long piece of nylon cord on which 
were threaded well over a hundred bass and 
bream. 

The owner turned red in the face, then 
purple. He tried to eat his words, but they came 
out anyway. "I didn't expect you scavengers to 
clean me out," he raged. "Take the fish, but 
don't ever come back here again!" 

Like others before them, the Electrolux Boys 
learned that pond owners don't really mean what 
they say. 
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For instance, 
there were two 

fellows, nameless of course, 
who worked together and were close 

friends. One had been told by his doctor to take 
up a quiet hobby to help keep an ulcer under 
control. At the suggestion of his friend, he 
decided to take up fishing. His friend also 
invited him to "come fish in my front yard." 

The new fisherman soon became a regular 
fixture at his friend's front yard pond. Two or 
three mornings a week, he'd drive out to the 
country to fish in that pond for a couple hours. It 
was very relaxing and his ulcer got much better. 
He'd catch a few fish just about every time he 
went, but never more than "a mess for 
supper" and nothing of any notable size. 

Then one day he got lucky. He hooked into a 
super bas.s, one of those ten-pound-plus 
monsters that fought every tum of the reel. After 
subduing the lunker, the angler ran up to his 
buddy's house to show off the trophy that he had 
already envisioned on his den wall. 

That's when the old Devil rose up in the 
pond owner, and before he could stop himself, 
he told his friend, "You'll have to throw that 
one back. I just can't let you take a trophy fish 
like that out of my pond." 

"But," stammered the fisherman, "you 
invited me here. You didn't put any restrictions 
on catching big fish." 

The owner was adamant. The fish went back 
into the water. The fisherman never returned to 
the pond. The two still work together, but their 
only communication is an occasional nod. 

A few pond owners become so pos.sessive of 
their fish that bitter family disputes result. One 
such fellow in upper Richland County developed 
the daily habit ofhandfeeding his bream and 
catfish. He was particularly proud of the big 
channel cats that rolled on the surface to suck 
down dog food pellets and claimed to recognize 
each individual fish. 

At a backyard party with his coworkers and 
their families, his wife finally persuaded him to 
let the youngsters catch a few bream. In an 
apparent mood of generosity, he insisted on 
baiting the lines and unhooking each fish. He 
even went to the shed for a wire basket to keep 
the catch fresh beside the dock. All went well 
until the party began to break up, and the kids 

. discovered that the basket had no bottom. 
The children's wails so embarras.sed the 

hostess that she pleaded desperately with the 
group to come back. When one of the fathers 
brought his two daughters out the next day, she 
helped them lure up and catch several large 
catfish while her husband watched helplessly. 

As her happy guests pulled up their stringer to 
leave, she patted one of the fish on its slick head 
and turned a vindictive smile upon her husband. 
"Well darling, say goodbye tool' Alpo, Purina, 
and the rest." 

Some owners get around the problem of 
"fishing for free" by charging a fee. Usually the 
fee is a dollar a day. Since that's not enough to 
merit collecting at the gate, most of the fee 
ponds operate on the honor system. There will 
be a box with a slot in it and sometimes an 
adjacent box that holds permit slips. Fishermen 
are supposed to put a dollar in one 
box and take a permit 
out of the other 
box. 



But there are ways to get around the system. 
Consider the "big bill" trick. The fisherman 
never puts his money in the box, taking a 
chance that the owner won't show up while he's 
fishing. If the owner does appear, the fisherman 
says, "All I had was this twenty, and I thought 
you might have change." 

He's hoping that the landowner will not have 
change and, being too busy to go for some will 
say something like: "Well, just go ahead and fish 
today and put two dollars in the next time." 
That, of course, is a license to fish for free until 
the next time he gets caught. 

One South Carolina pond owner was tired of 
all the excuses he was getting from free-loading 
fishermen who hadn't paid up. He also noticed 
that his daily receipts were falling off, indicating 
that somebody's hand was in the till - or in 
this case, in a big black washpot with a lid. The 
owner took drastic action. The next hand that 
reached into the pot was greeted by a non
poisonous water snake. The pilfering problem 
ended abruptly! 

Sometimes fishermen fish in the wrong pond 
by mistake and sometimes that mistake is on 
purpose. The ploy is to slip in on a pond and fish 
it until caught by the owner. When confronted, 
the angler replies: 

"You mean this isn't Mr. ______ _ 
's pond? He gave me permission to fish in his 
pondoff _____ ~,oad." 

"Well," says the unsuspecting owner, "that 
road's the next one up off the main highway. You 
turned one road too early." 

Gutsy fishermen say it works about every 
time. And sometimes the owner, feeling a Ii ttle 
generous because he's caught the fisherman in 
an "innocent" compromising situation, offers to 
let the fisherman come back and fish in his pond 
again. 

But all pond owners can't be suckered, at least 
not all the time. A legendary tale from the days 
of World War II has it that one such owner had 
reached the breaking point in trying to stop a 
certain man from fishing in his private pond. 

Those old enough to remember will recall 
that during the early to mid-forties our skies 
buzzed with airplanes flying simulated combat 
missions as pilots and planes were preparing to 
go overseas. We lived in constant, if 
unreasonable, fear that enemy planes might pull 
a sneak attack on our mainland and drop a few 
bombs onus. 

One day planes were circling and diving on 
imaginary targets while the pond owner was 
working in his fields. Catching a glimpse of the 
trespasser slipping across the road near his pond, 
the owner took a stick of dynamite left from 
blasting tree stumps and headed through the 

woods. He slipped in on one side of the pond 
just as the fisherman baited up, put out his lines, 
and sat back against a big oak for an afternoon 
of "free" fishing. 

When one of the planes went into a 
screaming power dive right overhead, 
the pond owner lit the dynamite 
and tossed it into the pond. 
The eruption turned the pond 
inside out, the trespassing 
fisherman cut a new 
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never to return again. 
Such drastic measures 

are not always required. 
One fisherman I know 
never trepasses, but he worries every 
pond owner within five counties 
to death with requests for permission to 
fish. Permission is often granted just to get him 
off the owner's back. 

One owner, however, found a way to deter 
this pest. He and a group of friends had a 
somewhat loose-knit "fishing club." 

After harassing the owner all winter for 
permission to fish come spring, the fisherman 
finally received a letter granting the permission. 
It went like this: 

"Dear~------, 
I've taken your request to fish before our 

fishing club and we had a long meeting about 
whether to allow o_utsiders to fish in the pond. 
However, I was successful in getting the rest of 
the fellows to go along with letting you fish. So, 
you can use this letter as a permit to fish in the 
pond.Sincerely, W___ S __ _ 
P. S. By the way, we drained the pond last fall 
and restocked it. The game department says it 
will be two years before the fish are big enough to 
catch."_,,,,,., 

Pat Robertson is an outdoor writer far Columbia 
Newspapers and national magazines. 
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Mountain Country 
Wherever you live in South 

Carolina, you are only a few hours 
away from the rushing waters of a cool 
mountain stream. The southern end of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains extends into 
South Carolina and contains abundant 
natural areas for you to enjoy. All you 
have to do is get there and respect the 
rights of others by being thoughtful and 
doing your part to leave the area a better 
place than it was when you found it. 

After you decide where you want to 
go, plan ahead. Consult a South 
Carolina highway map for the exact 
location and find the best route that 
will take you there. 

Stumphouse Mountain Tunnel 
and lsaqueena Falls are located next 
to each otheroffS.C. 28 about five 
miles north of Walhalla. Open daily 
during daylight hours, Stumphouse 
Mountain Tunnel was built before the 
War Between the States to provide a 
railroad link between Charleston and 
the northern industrial states. The 
tunnel extends about 1,600 feet into 
Stumphouse Mountain and maintains 
a year-round temperature of about 60 
degrees Fahrenheit. Picnic facilities are 
nearby. 

The Walhalla National Fish 
Hatchery is located off S. C. 107 about 
twenty-two miles north of Walhalla, 
and is open to the public, seven days a 

A Guide to South Carolina's Upcountry 

Caesar's Head State Park 
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Whitewater F 
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week, 8 a. m. to 4 p. m. The hatchery is 
administered by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and is one of the few 
fish hatcheries that raises rainbow, 
brook, and brown trout for stocking 
South Carolina's lakes and streams. 
While at the hatchery, be sure to see 
the brood trout in their holding basin. 

The Chattooga River is one of the 
few remaining primitive, free-flowing 
rivers in the Southeast. The 
importance ofleaving the Chattooga 
River untouched was recognized in 
197 4 when Congress designated it as 
an official Wild and Scenic River. The 
Chattooga begins in North Carolina 
and serves as the border between 
South Carolina and Georgia for more 
than forty miles before it empties into 

_ Lake T ugaloo. 
Bull Sluice is one of the Chattooga's 

more challenging rapids for whitewater 
canoeists and rafters. The U.S. Forest 
Service provides a place where you can 
visit the Chattooga River and Bull 
Sluice and observe the whitewater 
enthusiasts as they make their way 
down the river. The visitor's area is 
located on U.S. 76 about twenty-five 
miles north of Westminster and 
contains a large parking area, 
including a hiking trail to Bull Sluice. 

Caesar's Head State Park, located 
fivemilesnorthofS.C. 11 on U.S. 
2 76, provides one of the more scenic 
views of South Carolina's mountains 
from a rock outcropping that resembles 
the head of Caesar. 

Sassafras Mountain is the highest 
point in South Carolina with an 
elevation of 3,548 feet. To get there, 
take U.S. 178 from Pickens, cross 



S. C. 11, go about five miles, and tum 
right on county road S-39-199. If the 
lookout tower is open, climb up and 
view the scenery. 

Table Rock State Park contains a 
hiking trail leading to the top of Table 
Rock Mountain where Indians once 
believed a great chieftain used to eat. 
A nearby mountain called the Stool is 
where he supposedly sat. From atop 
Table Rock Mountain ( elevation 
3,124 feet), you have a magnificient 
view of the Blue Ridge mountains to 
the north and the Piedmont to the 
south. On the northside of Table Rock 
Mountain is the Greenville Reservoir, 
which provides the source of water to 
the city of Greenville. 

Whitewater Falls are actually two 
sets of waterfalls. The upper waterfall is 
in North Carolina and the lower fall 
empties into Lake Jocassee in South 
Carolina. Each section cascades down 
a rocky bluff for more than four 
hundred feet. Both are located on 
secondary road 1 71 north of Salem, 
South Carolina. The U.S. Forest 
Service has provided a parking lot for 
visitors to the upper fall just across the 
North Carolina/South Carolina line. 

Lake Jocassee is one of the better 
kept secrets in South Carolina. Built 
by Duke Power Company to support 
the utility company's electric
generating facilities, Lake Jocassee has 
some of the better fishing in South 
Carolina. A number of record 
freshwater trout have been taken from 
Lake Jocassee within the past two 
years. Access to the lake can only be 
made by taking secondary road 25 
about three miles north of S. C. 11. A 
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number of boat ramps have been built 
around the lake. One caution, 
however - IX) NOT go on Lake 
Jocassee in stormy or windy weather. 
The force of the wind coming down 
through the mountain coves can easily 
overturn a boat. 

Sumter National Forest includes 
much of the northwest comer of South 
Carolina. Commonly known as the 
gateway to the mountains, the Sumter 
National Forest is managed by the 
Andrew Pickens District of the U.S. 
Forest Service to provide timber, 
water, wildlife, and recreational 
resources. Included in the Andrew 
Pickens District of the forest are over 
forty-six miles of primitive hiking 
trails. In addition, a number of 
developed camping and recreational 
areas are available on a first-come 
basis. For further information and a 
map of the Andrew Pickens District of 
the Sumter National Forest, write: 
U.S. Forest Service, Star Route, 
Walhalla, S.C., 29691, telephone: 
638-9568. 

Your Best Foot Forward 
The best way to learn about South 

Carolina's mountains is to get out and 
explore them. Plan a weekend or an 
entire family vacation for hiking, 

fishing, and discovering the beauty of 
the mountains 

Part of the excitement is planning 
where you will go, how you will get 
there, and what you will do once you're 
there. However, equally important is 
behaving in a responsible manner and 
showing respect both to the outdoor 
resources and to others who use the 
resources. By practicing the code of 
ethics below, you and others will insure 
the outdoors will be there the next 
time you plan a visit. 

l. I will appreciate the beauty and 
solitude of our natural resources and 
respect the feelings of others towards 
their wise use. 

2. I will use only established 
recreation facilities for hiking and 
camping. 

3. I will use a trail only for its · 
designated purpose. 

4. I will treat the property of 
others with the same care I would treat 
my own. Public property belongs to all 
ofus. 

5. I will not disturb plants or 
animals in their natural habitat. 

6. I will carry out all my litter 
from wilderness areas and dispose of it 
properly in trash barrels. 

7. I will not throw any litter into 
lakes or streams nor will I empty dirty 
water into them. 

8. I will not write on, carve, or 
deface anything. 

9. I will be considerate of others 
by keeping noise to a minimum and 
respecting their privacy. 

10. I will obey all rules and 
regulations governing the use of our 
natural resources. 
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I was chatting recently with 
Furman Brown, manager of 
the S & S Gun Shop in 

North Charleston, about the ever
rising ca;t of rifle bullets. 
· It seems that a box of twenty 
rifle cartridges retails for about $13. 
Anyone who intends to stay in 
practice with his rifle knows that 
twenty shots don't last long. I 
usually run about fifty through my 
rifle each time on the range by 
shooting groups from several 
positions and distances. 

Furman and I poked about in 
his reloading supplies and we fired 
up a calculator to figure exactly 
what it costs to reload a bullet. 

We discovered that the average 
jacketed bullet costs eleven cents. 
The primer costs about one penny 
and the powder approximately six 
cents. Assuming that the shooter 
supplies his own brass cases, we 
came up with a total of $3. 60 for 
twenty bullets. Quite a difference. 

Of course, you need an outfit to 
reload these bullets and we figured 
the average cost of a good-grade 
press with the assorted basic 
equipment will cost about $120. 
This initial outlay will be quickly 
absorbed by not purchasing factory 
ammo. By acquiring the die sets for 
the different calibers, the shooter 
can reload a vast array of rifle and 
pistol cartridges. I've had my press 
and dies for twenty years, and 
they're still going strong. 

Reloading gives an added 
bonus: The shooter can work up 
custom-made loads for his rifle that 
are superior to the standard factory 
loads. Also, the bullet weight and 
shape selection is greater in the 

reloading sector. 
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Pintail Pair 
Don New Stamp 

The 1983-84federalduck 
stamp will feature an acrylic 
painting of a pair of pintails on 
water by professional wildlife artist 
Phil V. Scholerof Kasson, 
Minnesota. 

Scholer had entered the federal 
competition on four previous 
occasions, placing high in the 
national judging but never 
winning the prestigious honor. His 
persistence paid off last November, 
however, as his entry topped 1,563 
other paintings during two days of 
judging at the Department of the 
Interior in Washington, D.C. 

His design will be reproduced 
on next year's Migratory Bird 
Hunting and Conservation 
Stamp, which must be purchased 
by all waterfowl hunters age sixteen 
and older in the United States. 
The design for each year's stamp is 
selected through an annual 
contest, the federal government's 
only regularly sponsored art 

competition. Revenue from the 
stamp sale is used to buy wetlands 
and other types of waterfowl 
habitat under a program 
administered by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 

A native of southeastern 
Minnesota's prime duck country, 
Scholer turned to wildlife art barely 
seven years ago while employed as 
an outdoor sign painter and 
designer in Rochester, Minnesota. 
He has since become a full-time 
professional waterfowl artist, but 
credits his experience as a designer 
for his success in the competition. 
Scholer's only formal art training 
was at Mankato State University, 
where he graduated with a fine arts 
degree. 

His design, an acrylic painting 
on hardboard, depicts a pair of 
pintails in front of weeds at 

"A Pair of Pintails" by artist Phil V. Scholer is the fiftieth in the series of 
Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamps. 

twilight. One of its most 
distinctive features is the subdued 
glow in which the birds are bathed. 

Common to all four major 
North American flyways, but most 
plentiful in the West, pintails are 
extremely graceful birds and fast 
fliers, typically measuring over two 
feet in length and weighing nearly 
two pounds. 

"I chose pintails because I like 
them and thought they'd be 
competitive," Scholer said, "and 
my aim was to produce a real
looking painting." He hunts his 
birds with a camera along stretches 
of the Mississippi River, northern 
Minnesota, and South Dakota, 
where waterfowl are common. 
Game farms, Scholer says, also 
offer him an opportunity to study 
the anatomy and posture of these 
birds up close. 

Last year, Scholer's depiction of 
a pair of redhead ducks placed 
third in the federal competition 
and won the 1982 Minnesota state 
duck stamp contest. In 1981, 
Scholer won his first major contest 
with a pair of whistling swans in 
the Nevada state duck stamp 
judging. 

Nolan Haan of Bethesda, 
Maryland, took second place in 
this year's federal judging with his 

oil painting of a king eider duck, 
and John P. Baumlin of Owego, 
New York, placed third with his 
watercolor of a pair of redheads. 

Judges for this year's contest 
were Colonel Tom Bass, board 
member of The Wildlife 
Legislative Fund of America Inc. , 
Washington, D. C.; Peter Henry, a 
waterfowl hunting guide, 
Queenstown, Maryland; Mary 
Gresham, art director and hunter, 
Natchitoches, Louisiana; Dan C. 
Howley, art collector, Vermilion, 
Ohio; and William E. Ready, 
president of the California 
Waterfowling Association, San 
Francisco. 

Before 1949, wildlife artists were 
commissioned to produce a design 
for the annual stamp. Since then, 
the design has been chosen 
through a contest open to all artists 
who are residents or citizens of the 
United States. Contestants are 
limited to one entry apiece each 
year, and competition is intense. 

This year's total of 1,564 entries 
represents a drop from last year's 
record of 2,099 designs. This year, 
however, is the first time that the 
Fish and Wildlife Service has 
imposed a $20 entry fee in an effort 
to defray the administrative costs 
of running the contest. 

Roundtable 
-



Judges place importance on 
anatomical accuracy of the birds 
and suitability of the design for 
reproduction as a stamp, and also 
consider visual impact, 
compostion and design, style, 
lasting first impression, and 
distinctiveness. In addition, the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
advises judges on the technical 
requirements for good 
reproduction in a stamp design. 

The federal government offers 
no prize or award to the winner 
other than a sheet of the following 
year's duck stamps autographed by 
the Secretary of the Interior. 
Commercial wildlife art dealers in 
the past, however, have been eager 
to market limited edition reprints 
of the winning design under 
private agreements with the 
finalist. Through this contest, the 
reputations of previously unknown 
wildlife artists have been 
established, and those of 
professionals have been enhanced. 

Since 1934, when duck stamps 
first went on sale, over 3. 5 million 
acres of prime waterfowl territory 
have been acquired as National 
Refuge System lands or waterfowl 
production areas with more than 
$400 million in revenue ($256 
mill ion from stamp receipts and 
$144 million from accelerated 
wetlands acquisition loan funds). 
By buying the stamps, nearly two 
million conservationists, most of 
them hunters and other sportsmen, 
provide about $15 million in 
support for this program each year. 

Non-hunters and a growing 
number of stamp collectors are also 
discovering the duck stamp. The 
Interior Department encourages 
outdoor enthusiasts who enjoy 
wildlife through photography, 
birdwatching, and other activities 
to join hunters in supporting the 
nation's conservation effort by 
buying an annual duck stamp. Post 

offices sell duck stamps, as well as 
an increasing number of National 
Wildlife Refuges across the 
country. This year's$ 7. 50 issue 
will go on sale July 1, 1983. _ _, 

The National Marine Fisheries 
Service urges fishermen and others to 

use ir.s telephone hotline to report 
stranded live or dead sea turtles in the 
Southeast. The number is 1-800-
32 7-654 5. Sea turtles are protected 
by federal law prohibiting 
unauthorized removal or handling of 
stranded sea turtles. 

Snakes Aid Man 
Those who suffer from 

herpetophobia will be dubious, but 
the truth is that, like all creatures, 
snakes have their redeeming 
qualities. 

Farmers have long appreciated 
snakes for eating rodents, insects, 
and other pests, but now scientists 
have snakes to thank for the 
disease-fighting enzymes they can 
isolate from snake venom. 

Cobroxin, an enzyme from 
cobra venom, is a powerful 
painkiller for patients suffering 
from arthritis, cancer, or leprosy. 

Venom from a snake called 
Russell's viper is used to treat 
hemophilia, a blood plasma defect 
that prevents normal clotting. On 
the other hand, an enzyme from 
another viper's venom helps 
dissolve blood clots that can cause 
heart attacks and strokes. 

About 210 of the world's 2,600 
snake species are poisonous, and 
while some poisonous snakes help 
fight disease, others help fight 
crime. At a jewel exhibit in 
Stockholm, Sweden, three of the 
world's deadliest snakes were put 
inside the display case which held 
the "Star of Lanka," a gem then 
valued at $429,000. No burglar 
alarms were needed. _ _, 

Ground--Breaking 
For Mariculture 

Ground-breaking ceremonies 
were held recently near Hilton 
Head for the Waddell Mariculture 
Center, a $3. 9 million facility for 
the research and development of 
techniques to culture saltwater 
plants and animals. 

The center, scheduled for 
completion in 1984, will consist of 
a 10,000-square-foot research 
building, twenty-four ponds, and 
housing for staff, students, and 
visiting scientists. 

The resident staff will consist of 
four scientists, two maintenance 
workers, and a secretary
receptionist. 

The center will be located on a 
1, 200-acre tract at Victoria Bluff, 
which was transferred to the 
wildlife department from the State 
Ports Authority in 1979. 

Initial development will 
incorporate about fifty acres with 
room to expand to as many as 150 
acres. The remaining acreage has 
been placed in South Carolina's 
Heritage Trust Program to ensure 
preservation of the area's natural 
resources. 

The center was named in honor 
of Beaufort State Senator James M. 
Waddell Jr., who has been cited by 
the South Carolina Wildlife and 
Marine Resources Commission for 
his dedication and contributions 
toward the enhancement of 
marine resource management and 
development in the state, 
including the establishment of a 
comprehensive state mariculture 
program. 

At the ceremony, Waddell 
noted, "Although some people 
might feel that a recession is a bad 
time to undertake new research 
and development programs, I 
heartily disagree. It is precisely in 

(nmcinuedon/Xlge42) 

W hetheryou are a 
camper, hunter, 
fisherman, or a 

farmer, you ought to know how to 
tie a few basic knots. Over the 
years, I have found them 
invaluable in many of my outdoor 
endeavors. Knowing the proper 
way to tie a knot or to cleat a line 
can make your outdoor activities 
more fun and much safer. 

The five basic knots used in 
boating are the bowline square 
knot, anchor bend, clove hitch, 
and the half hitch. The bowline is 
a good all-purpose knot and, if 
properly tied, it will neveF slip or 
jam. It is also easy to untie. The 
square knot is used to tie two pieces 
ofline together. In case you need a 
longer anchor line, the anchor 
bend is also called the fisherman's 
knot and is used to fasten a line to a 
ring or anchor. 

The clove hitch is used to secure 
a boat to a piling for a short stay ( a 
good knot for crappie fishermen). 
To secure the boat longer to a 
piling or similar structure, use two 
half hitches to secure the clove hitch. 

Cleating a line is simple, but it 
surprises me how many boaters and 
fishermen do not know how to do 
it. Once you learn how to cleat a 
line or tie a good knot, you'll 
wonder how you got alor115 without 
them. For more information on 
knot-tying and seamanship, send 
for a free copy of the South 
Carolina Boaters Handbook, 
South Carolina Wildlife and 
Marine Resources Department, 
P.O. Box 167, Columbia, S.C., 
29202. And the next time 
somebody tells you to heave a line, 
you'll know how 
todo it. 

ByM 
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I am talk a mighty good gam< admissions program in the state 
about sport fishing in salt 

Spence Named 
and is a member of the Columbia 

water, because that's truly ( continued from page 41) Network ofFemale Executives. 
where my heart is. But when it such times that we need expanded SCWF Director She has been actively involved as a 
comes to filling up the freezer the research. Today business board member and officer in the 
conversation always turns to the development depends on high Berty Spence, new director of Junior League of Columbia. 
Snapper Banks. technology and technology the South Carolina Wildlife A resident of South Carolina 

The Snapper Banks are the red depends on research. Federation, says she sees the 6,000- since 1968, Spence is married to 
coral ledges and ravines out about "Put another way, research member organization as an John M. Spence. They have two 
forty miles off the beach where produces new knowledge, educator, a promoter, and a children. 
once abounded so many snappers knowledge leads to new watchdog. 
and black sea bass and grouper that technologies, new technologies "We're going to be working in Betty Spence 
about all you had to worry about develop into new industries, and the educational area, teaching 
was taking along enough ice and new industries mean new jobs." conservation and conservation 
ice chests to haul them home in. The center will operate as a ethics to both children and adults 

But the Snapper Banks, as well satellite of the Marine Resources through our conservation camps, 
as the larger artificial reefs that Research Institute in Charleston our literature, displays, Wildlife 
produced similar fishing, have and its research programs will be Week activities, and National 
changed. Perhaps too many ice directed by scientists at the Hunting and Fishing Day," 
chests bulging with fish have been institute. Spence said. 
carted home and to the market and According to Dr. Paul A. "We're also going to be working 
now there is a Snapper/Grouper Sandifer, assistant director of the strongly on behalf of sportsmen in 
Fishery Management Plan calling research institute, not all small- promotion of good ethics and 
for minimum size limits for black scale experimental successes are biologically beneficial wildlife 
sea bass and several of the snapper necessarily successful when management. 
and grouper species. expanded to a large scale. "And we'll be watching 

To finally realize that there "To bridge the gap between development within our state and 
really is a limit to ocean fishing laboratory work and full-scale working with the state agencies 
stocks will come as a shock to commercial facilities, a major and private businesses to promote 
many and be regarded with center for research and sound development practices." 
downright disbelief by others. development of South Carolina's Spence, who has been active 

Everyone knows that a black sea mariculture potential was needed," with the federation since 1976, 
bass or a small snapper hauled up Sandifer said. succeeds Dr. Jacqueline E. Jacobs, 
in a hurry from over one hundred Since 1972 the research who resigned in February. 
feet down has a slim-to-none institute has been actively A native of Baltimore, 
chance of surviving. Yet if the bass involved in experimentation with Maryland, Spence is a cum laude 
is under eight inches, the snapper mariculture. Programs involving graduate of Vassar College in 
under twelve or fourteen inches, the culture of freshwater prawns, Poughkeepsie, New York. She has 
depending on the species, then the marine shrimp, bass hybrids, served on the Governor's Water 
fish must be returned. This oysters, clams, sturgeon, and soft- Law Review Committee, the 
seemingly incongruous rule is one shell blue crabs were begun. The Southeast Leadership Dr. Jacqueline E. Jacobs 
of the several based on region-wide institute has received international Development Conference 
application to preserve the species acclaim for its research in these Planning Committee, and on Upon her resignation after nine 
and allow buildback of the stock. areas .. • several local and state committees very active years as executive 

This plan has evolved over the concerning environmental director, Dr. Jacobs received much 
past four years of agonizing by the education. She was selected to acclaim from her peers in the 
South Atlantic Fishery Sea Grant Today is a free participate in the first Leadership wildlife conservation field. 
Management Council and its bimantlily magazine published by South Carolina program and in Governor Richard W. Riley 
various teams and committees. Virginia Tech that has features on 1980 received the F. Barton Culp conferred upon her the Order of 
Write the council ( 1 Southpark marine advisory programs and the Award for distinguished service to the Palmetto, the Wildlife and 
Circle, Suite 306, Charleston, marine research and education the federation. Marine Resources Commission 

s.c., 29407). activities of all twenty-eight state Sea In addition to her work with the presented her with its Meritorious 
Gmnt programs. It also lists available federation, Spence serves in a Service Award, and the wildlife 
low-cost or free Sea Grant volunteer capacity as a board federation named her state 
publications. If you umJd Uke to member of the Richland County Conservationist of the Year. 
subscribe to this magazine, write: Sea Public Library and SisterCare, a For her first three years as 
Grant Today, Food Science and United Way agency providing director, Jacobs served without pay 

Poucher Technology Building, Virginia Tech, services to abused women. She while building up the federation's 

ter 
Blacksburg, Va., 29061. represents the Vassar College membership and financial support. 
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She initiated the federation's 
monthly newspaper, "South 
Carolina Out-of-Doors." 

With an A. B. degree in biology 
from Coker College and an M. S. 
and Ph.D. in biology from the 
University of South Carolina, 
Jacobs brought an educational 
background to her job, as well as 
her experience of teaching in 
public schools and in college. 

Active in some twenty-seven 
organizations, she served as 
president of the South Carolina 
Academy of Science in 1973, 
president of the Coker College 
Alumni Association, and has 
served the U.S. Marine Corps 
Women's Reserve during World 
War II and on the Coker Board of 
Trustees for seven years. 

Among awards she has received 
are the federation's Educator 
Conservationist of the Year Award 
in 1970, the South Carolina 
Water Resources Commission 
Award in 1978, the federation's 
Conservation Service Citation in 
1977, and the U.S. Forest Service 
75thanniversaryaward in 1981. 
She has been listed in Who's Who 
of American Women since 1977 
and in American Men and 
WomenofSciencesince 1970. 

Dr. Jacobs is married to Harold 
Jacobs of Columbia and has three 
children.·• 

Landings 
Dedicated 

Two new Beaufort County 
public boat ramps recently were 
dedicated for Harold E. Trask Sr. 
andEdgarC. Glenn Jr. 

The Trask landing, situated on 
the Colleton River at Victoria 
Bluff, was named in honor or 
Harold E. (Beanie )Trask Sr., 
former chairman of the South 
Carolina Wildlife and Marine 
Resources Commission. 

Trask, who owns and operates a 
1, 200-acre vegetable farm, served 
on the commission from 1976 to 
1979 and as chairman from 1978 
to 1979. 

Dr. James A. Timmerman Jr., 
executive director of the South 
Carolina Wildlife and Marine 
Resources Department, said Trask 
pursued an active role as a 
commissioner in providing the 
department wise fiscal 
management, waterfowl 
management, and stocking 
projects to improve public 
hunting. "He also played a key role 
in the planning for a 
comprehensive aquaculture 
development and research program 
in South Carolina," Timmerman 
said. 

The other recently completed 
boat ramp, situated on the 
Chechessee River, was named in 
honorofEdgarC. (Buddy) Glenn 
Jr., a retired naval aviator. Glenn 
was appointed to the commission 
in 1965 and served for eleven 
years, including several years as 
vice-chairman. 

Timmerman noted that Glenn 
also served very actively on the 
commission and was very 
dedicated to promoting wildlife 
and fishing conservation in South 
Carolina. _ _, 

Westvaco 
Receives Awards 

In recognition of its exceptional 
multi-use forestry program, 
Westvaco Corporation has 
received a major national award 
from the U.S. Department of 
Interior. 

James G. Watt, Secretary of the 
Interior, presented the award to R. 
Scott Wallinger, Westvaco vice 
president and Timberlands 
Division Manager, at the 32nd 
annual meeting of the Virginia 
Wildlife Federation held recently 
in Richmond. 

The citation declared Westvaco 
a national leader in the 
improvement of wildlife habitat 
and the protection of endangered 
plants and animals. Its programs 
also meet social needs, the citation 
said, through the provision of 
many public use opportunities for 
hunting, fishing, and a variety of 
other outdoor recreation uses. 

WhoNeedsA 
License? 

Who must purchase a hunting 
and fishing license in South 
Carolina? Veterans who are one 
hundred percent permanently and 
totally disabled and children under 
fourteen "are not required" to 
purchase a license, game 
management area (GMA) permit, 
or state duck stamp in South 
Carolina. 

TohuntonGMAlands, 
hunters must have a GMA permit 
as well as a hunting license or 
official leave papers. A military 
person on active duty presenting 
official furlough or leave papers is 
not required to purchase a hunting 
or fishing license, but must 
purchase a GMA permit to hunt 
on GMA lands. 

Certain people may apply for 
disability or gratis hunting and 
fishing licenses at no cost by 
writing the South Carolina 
Wildlife and Marine Resources 
Department at P. 0. Box 11710, 
Capitol Station, Columbia, S. C., 
29211, or by contacting a 
conservation officer. 

Eligible for disability or gratis 
licenses are all legally blind 
residents of the state, persons sixty
five and over who have been 
residents of the state for the past 
year, and persons one-hundred 
percent permanently and totally 
disabled who have been residents 
of the state for the past three years. 

No person shall be required to 
possess a fishing license while 
fishing in a strictly private pond 
with the written permission of the 
owner or lease holderof the pond in 
his or her possession, "unless such 
owner or leaseholder is present on 
the property." This regulation does 
not apply to commercial or pay 
ponds, where a regular state fishing 
license is required. 

A landowner hunting on his or 
her own property is still required 
by state law to purchase a hunting 
license. A county hunting license 

( continued on page 44) 

Have you come down 
with a case of the small 
pond blahs, 

characterized by fishless forays onto 
ponds offive acres or less? You tried 
all of the traditional remedies - a 
new pack of slick berry-scented 
plastic oligochaetes, a computer
balanced double-prop topwater 
enticer, and a new baitcasting reel 
with super-smooth magnetic drag. 

If none of those things improved 
your condition, put them all away 
and try this prescription. U-L-T
R-A-L-I-G-H-T spells relief from 
most cases of the small pond blahs. 

So many anglers have gone tackle 
crazy in search of a recor~ hawg 
that their tackle has put on a Ii ttle 
too much weight to be optimally 
effective in small, confined waters. 
The plunk of an eight-inch worm 
with a lead head or a half-ounce 
topwater plug may cause more 
negative commotion than positive 
results in a two-acre pond. 

Ultralight spinning or 
spincasting, on the other hand, 
limits lure presentation 
disturbance to a minimum and 
allows the use of smaller, more 
lifelike lures. I normally use six- to 
ten-pound-test line on an open
face ultralight spinning reel, such 
as a Zebco, Shakespeare, or 
Daiwa, with a matching light- to 
medium-action rod. 

When selecting lures, just think 
in miniatures of traditional bass 
baits. Major plug companies, such 
as Rapala, Rebel, Smithwick, or 
Devil's Horse, make down-sized 
ultralight models. Other effective 
lures include tiny Johnson's Spoons 
with porkrind, Beetle-spins, and 
small plastic worms like my 
favorite Fliptail Junior in purple or 
black. Make a miniature worm 
hook by bending a blued No. 2 
Aberdeen. Carry a few live worms 
to sweeten the hook of underwater 
baits like the Beetle-spin. 
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For South Carolina 
backpackers and hikers, the 
new Foothills Trail (see 

page 30) is the greatest thing since 
we humans learned how to powder 
tobacco. Some congratulations are 
in order. 

It's a beautiful trail, crosses some 
of the state's most interesting 
terrain, and is well designed and 
constructed. This is really good 
news for all of us who have been 
trucking up to North Carolina. 

True, Duke Power was obliged 
to provide recreational 
opportunities for its Bad Creek 
Project. Since the small reservoir 
was not suitable for waterborn 
recreation, Duke decided to partici
pate in the Foothills Trail Project. 

This was a trade-off that makes 
a lot of sense for backpackers and 
campers. There is an abundance of 
recreation for boaters, fishermen, 
and hunters. Although there are 
some fine trails in this state, until 
now we walkers couldn't help 
feeling like we were getting the 
short end of the recreation stick. 

"We just decided it was 
ridiculous to be driving three or 
four hours to the Pisgah or Great 
Smokies, when we have 
spectacular scenery right here in 
South Carolina," said Glenn 
Hilliard, a proponent of the trail 
for many years. 

We owe a loud round of 
applause to all those who 
developed the trail from concept to 
reality. They include: Glenn 
Hilliard and the other members of 
the Foothills Trail Conference; 
Alfred Breedin of Crescent Land 
and Timber who supervised the 
construction of the trail; Duke 
Power; Garrett and Clower 
Construction Companies; and of 
course the U.S. Forest Service, an 
agency that has long been 

sympathetic to the 
hiker's cause. 
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44 By Bob Campbell 

is sufficient for hunting only in 
one's county of residence, but a 
state hunting license is required for 
hunting outside one's home 
county. 

A fishing license is not required 
for employees fishing on land 
owned by their employer as long as 
those employees have written 
permission from that employer or 
the superintendent. 

No person shall be issued a 
hunting or fishing license as a state 
resident unless he or she can 
furnish proof to the issuing agent 
that he or she is a resident of this 
state. Such proof of residency shall 
be either the holding of a valid 
state driver's license, a valid state 
voter's certificate, or other such 
identification that the wildlife 
department may require. 

Any person "holding a state 
resident hunting or fishing license 
who cannot furnish proof of 
residency shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor and upon 
conviction shall be fined not less 
than $50 nor more than $200 or be 
imprisoned for not less than ten 
days or more than thirty days," 
according to state law. 

Fishing and hunting licenses are 
issued for the state fiscal year, 
which runs from July 1 of the 
current year to June 30 of the 
following year. Duplicate licenses 
are available for one dollar from the 
wildlife department's Columbia 
office only. Application forms may 
be obtained from a license agent or 
a conservation officer. Exchanging 
or lending licenses is unlawful. _ _, 

Current 
License Fees 

South Carolina hunting and 
fishing licenses are always valid for 
the current fiscal year Ouly 1, 1982, 
toJune30, 1983). 

Current hunting and fishing 
licenses are sold at more than 
1, 100 retail stores throughout 
South Carolina and state wildlife 
department offices. Copies of the 

1982-83 hunting and fishing 
regulations and Game 
Management Area brochures can 
also be picked up at these 
locations. 

For South Carolina residents 
the current hunting license prices 
are as follows: annual state hunting 
license (good in all counties) 
- $9.50; combination hunting 
and fishing license - $14. 50 
(combines all privileges of state 
hunting and fishing licenses); 
country hunting license (good only 
incountyofresidence) - $3.50; 
Game Management Area 
Permit - $10. 25 (All licensed 
hunters and servicemen must have 
this permit in addition to a South 
Carolina hunting license or official 
leave papers to hunt on any and all 
game management areas in the 
state.) 

A special sportsman's license 
costing $22. 50 is also available to 
South Carolina residents only. 
The sportsman's license combines 
all the privileges of the annual 
statewide hunting license, fishing 
license, and game management 
area permit. 

The South Carolina Duck 
Stamp, costing$5.50, is required 
of all persons fourteen and older 
who hunt any migratory waterfowl 
in the state. The Federal Duck 
Stamp is required for waterfowl 
hunters sixteen and older. Exempt 
from purchasing a state duck stamp 
are residents holding gratis and 
disability hunting licenses. 

The prices of resident fishing 
licenses are as follows: Annual 
resident state fishing license -
$ 7. 50 (good in all public waters of 

the state for all types of natural or 
manufactured tackle or equipment, 
fly rod, casting rod, or artificial 
bait); 14-day fishing license -
$3.25 (All privilegesofa resident 

state license but good for fourteen 
consecutive days only); lakes and 
reservoirs permits - $1. 75 (one 
permit only required for all 
residents using only cane poles in 
Lakes Marion, Moultrie, Murray, 
Greenwood, Wylie, and Wateree, 
Fishing Creek Reservoir; Lake 
Clark Hill; Steven's Creek Darn; 

Lakes Hartwell, Jocassee, and 
Keowee; and Parr Reservoir, 
Monticello Reservoir, and the 
Monticello Reservoir Sub
Impoundment) . No license or 
permits are required for cane poles 
only in other waters. Artificial 
baits are prohibited on cane poles, 
unless the angler has a state fishing 
license. _ _, 

"Eagle Deaths 
Down 

The number of eagles 
electrocuted annually by power 
lines has dropped about ninety 
percent during the last decade. 
Wildlife specialists and power 
companies hope that even more 
deaths can be prevented within 
the next few years, according to 
the Wildlife Management 
Institute. 

Conservationists, the U.S. 
Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM), and the Edison Electric 
Institute launched the eagle 
protection program in 1972. "We 
set out to correct ninety-five 
percent of the problem," said Dr. 
Richard Olendorff, a BLM 
endangered species specialist. 
"We've never said that we're going 
to correct it one hundred percent. 
My feeling is we have gone ninety 
percent so far." 

To protect the eagles, power 
poles now have wooden rather 
than metal braces on crossarms, 
insulated wires, inverted V-guards 
between close wires to prevent 
perching, taller poles for more 
separation between the pole tops 
and crossarms, safer wiring 



configurations, and redesigned 
ground wires. 

Such modifications are 
expensive. One power company 
estimated its expenditures over the 
years for raptor protection at 
$500,CCO. The program is 
benefittingrhe eagle populations, 
however. The 1981 censusofbald 
eagles in the lower forty-eight states 
was the highest since counting 
began. 

Olendorff believes that raptor 
protection measures by the power 
industry, government, and 
conservationists can be made 
much less expensive. A recent 
cost-saving measure is a book 
published by BLM entitled 
"Suggested Practices for Raptor 
Protection on Power Lines: the 
State of the Art in 1981." Another 
is the "Raptor Management 
Information System," a 
computerized assemblage of more 
than 2,CCO research papers 
concerning raptor protection and 
management. This system, funded 
by BLM and the Edison Electric 
Institute, is available to anyone. 
The program is designed to allow 
much faster analysis of existing 
information to expedite land use 
decisions where raptor issues arise. 
More information about the system 
is available from Olendorff, BLM, 
2800Cottage Way, Sacramento, 
Calif., 95825 .. -, 

Recluse Prefers 
Dark Places 

The population of the deadly 
brown recluse spiders may be 
increasing in South Carolina. One 
death in the state was attributed to 
them last year, and other bites were 
reported. 

The first confirmed finding of 
the spider in the state was in 1976 
at Goose Creek. Since then they 
have been found in upstate areas as 
well. Fairly common in the 
Southwest, they apparently 
migrated here from there. 

Brown recluse bites can cause 
severe physical damage and 

possible death. Anti-serum is 
available, but victims sometimes 
do not realize they have been 
bitten. 

The brown recluse lives up to its 
name, hiding in closets, boxes, 
comers of furniture, or similar dark 
places. At night they venture out 
in search of smaller insects for 
fuod. About the size of a penny, 
the recluse has a rambling leg 
spread for their eight legs. They 
have six eyes in three sets of twos. 
Some people call them "fiddler 
spiders" because of the 
distinguishing brown fiddle
shaped markings on their head and 
thorax. 

"You're not going to see them 
running around in the daytime," 
says Clemson University 
Extension Service entomologist 
Ben Kissam. "If you want to check 
for them, tum out the lights for a 
while and look with a flashlight. 
Check in boxes, clothes closets, 
under beds, in bedding, or 
anywhere junk is stored." 

Shaking out bed clothing and 
bedding before use, cleaning up 
untidy collections of papers and 
boxes, thoroughly vacuuming 
underneath and behind furniture, 
and using appropriate insecticides 
all help prevent problems with this 
insect. 

Reactions to their bites range 
from mild to very severe. In a 
typical case, the bite becomes 
painful and swollen within a few 
hours, and blisters often form on 
the surrounding skin. The next 
day the skin turns purple. During 
the next week or more, the cells die 
and the skin turns black. Several 
weeks later, the blackened area 
falls away, leaving a circular pit in 
the skin. This pit slowly fills with 
scar tissue, but may in some cases 
be surgically covered with a skin 
graft. Treatment is directed at 
controlling the symptoms and 
limiting the amount of tissue 
destruction. 

"A bite by a brown recluse 
spider is rare," says Kissam, "but for 
the person who is bitten, it poses a 
serious emergency that requires 
immediate medical attention." _ _., 

Lightning 
Safety Rules 

Lightning takes 120 to 125 
American lives each year, so the 
chances of an individual getting 
hit are small. If you don't want to 
become a longshot statistic, 
however, take the following steps 
during a thunderstorm: 

- Ifat all possible, get inside 
any large building, an all-metal 
vehicle, or a truck cab, not a 
convertible or an open truck bed. 
Do not take shelter in a small 
isolated shed or any other small 
structure in an open area. Avoid 
using the telephone. 

- Don't stand under a tall, 
isolated tree. 

- Don't let yourself project 
above the surrounding landscape, 
as you would on a hilltop, in an 
open field, on the beach, or in a 
small boat. 

- Get out of and away from 
water. 

- Get off of and away from 
motorcycles, golf carts, and 
bicycles. 

- Stay away from wire fences, 
railroad tracks, metal pipes, and 
other metallic paths that can 
conduct lightning. 

- In a forest, find shelter in a 
low area under a thick growth of 
trees. 

- In the open, go to a low 
valley or ravine, but be on the 
lookout for flash flooding. 

- If you feel your hair stand 
on end, drop to your knees and 
bend forward. 

- Ifyouarewithsomeone 
who is struck by lightning, give 
immediate mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation and heart massage. 

- Ifa group is hit, treat any 
apparently "dead" victims first. 
Anyone who is unconscious but 
breathing probably will recover 
spontaneously. 

- Victims who seem stunned 
but otherwise unhurt should see a 
doctor as soon as possible. The 
physical effects of a lightning strike 
aren't always obvious. _ _., 

Maria Latto of the 
wildlife department's 
endangered species 

section was recently given a 
dressed three-pound shad, but was 
feeling too under-the-weather to 
prepare it in her usual elaborate 
style. So she decided to try a simple 
recipe which turned out delicious, 
and when I heard "simple" and 
"delicious," I thought maybe the 
rest of us could attempt it: 

Clean and wash the shad 
thoroughly. Pat dry with paper 
towels. Rub cavity and sides with 
the juice of one lemon. Place in a 
well-buttered fifteen-by-nine-inch 
glass baking pan. Place three large 
sliced onions in the cavity of the 
fish and around the sides. Pour 
one-fourth cup sauteme over the 
fish. Pour one-fourth cup water 
around the pan. Inside and out, 
sprinkle salt and pepper and pat 
with three tablespoons butter. 
Cover with foil. Bake at 300 
degrees for two hours; uncover and 
bake another hour. Serve with hot 
buttered rice, tossed salad with oil 
and vinegar dressing, crusty rolls, 
and Rhine wine. It serves four. 

Also, readers, if you own a copy 
ofThe South Carolina Wildlife 
Cookbook, please get it down and 
tum to page 130. Under "Sister's 
Crab Meat Casserole," change" 1 
sm. can onion, chopped" to" 1 sm. 
onion, chopped," and above the 
mayonnaise add "1 sm. can 
evaporated milk." Change the 
directions to read: "Mix the first six 
ingredients .... " Now you have a 
practically perfect book, and I can 
sleep at night. 

If you don't own a copy, you're 
missing out on the state's best fish 
and game recipes. Tum the page 
for information on 
ordering one. 

OOKlllg 
By Nancy Ann Coleman 
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The world seems to have 
passed by McClellanville, 

a quiet fishing village where 
planters who lived along 

the Santee River years ago 

escaped the A 
summer heat. 

Place 
bythe 

Sea 

TumingeastoffHighway 17 
between Charleston 
and Georgetown, a 

traveler rides down the winding 
road fringed by mas.sive live oaks, 
and enters a different world: 
McClellanville. 

Sunlight breaks through the 
leafy-green cathedral ceiling into a 
place relatively untouched by 
progres.s and the hectic, sometimes 
harried pace of modem life. The 
people of McClellanville hold on 
stubbornly to an older, slower, 
more gentle way of life, one that is 
fast disappearing acros.s the 
country. A visit there is like a step 
back into the past. 

McClellanville is more than just 
another quaint, small South 
Carolina town. It represents a 
certain outlook and a determined 
effort to take the time to live a 
simple, quiet, yet rich existence, to 
appreciate nature and the small 
things that can sometimes make 
life worth living. 

An antebellum home stands in 
filtered, golden-afternoon sun at 
the end of a cove. The sea breeze 
ripples acros.s the water, swaying 
gray streamers of Spanish mos.s 
which hang lazily from ancient 
oaks seeming as old as time itself. 

Ramblings 
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Inside, a broad-brimmed straw hat 
lies tos.sed beside a long, wooden
handled crab net just as it fell years 
before, both now covered with a 
thick layer of dust, evidence that 
little has changed in this town 
where activity has always centered 
around working the sea. 

There're no fast-food franchises 
in McClellanville, and a 
conspicuous absence of asphalt 
and neon. Downtown consists of 
about six stores strung along 
Pinckney Street, the main 
thoroughfare which leads down to 
the water. McClellanville is 
situated along the banks of Jeremy 
Creek, part of the Intracoastal 
Waterway, and is the home of four 
seafood companies which employ a 
large portion of the four hundred 
inhabitants. 

The town is in fact noted for its 
seafood, probably because it comes 
from some of the freshest water on 
the East Coast. Located behind 
the Cape Romain National 
Wildlife Refuge, which forms a 
strip along Bulls Bay, 
McClellanville is also on the edge 
of the Francis Marion National 

Left: Jeremy Creek Docks, Below: St. 
James Santee Episcopal ChapeL Bottom: 

Deer Head Oak 

PHILLIP JONES 

Forest. These protected areas 
combine to produce an 
exceptionally clean environment. 

Especially famous are the oysters 
from Alligator Creek and Bulls 
Bay. McClellanville has such a 
widespread reputation that it 
attracts notable visitors such as 
· Walter Cronkite, who recently 
visited the Crab Pot Restaurant on 
Highway 17 near the tum-off into 
town. Although much of the 
seafood is exported north, a recent 
attempt to trim back the oak 
canopy on Pinckney Street to 
allow for larger refrigerated trucks 
was resoundingly defeated by local 
residents. Deer Head Oak's huge 
limbs arch over the entire comer of 
Pinckney and Oak Streets, its tire 
swing enticing the young in heart 
to play. 

Another landmark is the 
Victorian chapel of ease for the St. 
James Santee Espiscopal Church, 
completed in 1890. Looking like a 
gingerbread house nestled back 
into the woods, the chapel was 
built entirely by hand, inside and 
out, from native South Carolina 
materials. Diamond-shaped black 
cypres.s shingles, all hand drawn 
and hand cut, cover the exterior, 
while stained glas.s rumored to 
have been made by Tiffany adorns 
the cool, dim interior. 

While the natives of 
McClellanville are as gracious as 
any in South Carolina, they would 
prefer to be passed over by outsiders 
and remain forgotten. A 
community that treats eccentrics 
and dignitaries with equal respect, 
most of the people who live there 
foster an appreciation for human 
worth that lets them leave a door 
unlocked, or run a neighborhood 
produce stand on the honor 
system. People in McClellanville 
want to go on living the way they 
always have, set apart from the 
mainstream like the something 
special they are. _ _,,., 

- JANE SIMONS 



~~ 

Carolina's Hunting Heritage 
brings hunting to life w_ith 207 
action-filled pages bound between 
a handsome brown leather-like 
cover. $24.95 each. 

G 

Binders safely and neatly store 
six issues (one year) of South 
Carolina Wildlife magazine. 
$6.95 each. 

"Wlldllfe Between the Covers" 
T-Shlrts are cool and comfortable. 

✓ 
_,/'~ 

~ ~~~ 

South Caronna Wlldllfe 
-magazine will involve you . 
with the beautiful outdoors. 
Use the enclosed envelope 
in this magazine to subscribe 
or to renew. One year $7.95 
(6 issues); two years $14.95 
(12 issues) ; three years $19.95 
(18 issues) . 

Choose from red, orange, tan, 
kelly green, navy and light 
blue in sizes, S, M, L, and XL. 
Size XS (14-16) for children 
is available in red, navy 
and kelly green. $6.95 
each or four or more at 

$5.95 each. 

The South Caronna Wlldllfe 
Cookbook, second edition , is 
truly the supreme reference for the 
sportsman's kitchen. $8.95 each. 

..... 
I 
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RESPECT Caps are available in International 
Orange which meets GMA requirements or 
in Royal Blue for cool summer outdoor wear. 
$5.95 each for the orange cap and just $3.95 
each for the blue cap. 

The NEW camouflage 
RESPECT cap. 100% 
cotton and laminated 
for warmth and dura
bility. Scotchguard
treated to resist 
soiling. $5.95 each. 

Respect for nature. 
Respect for the law. 

Respect for the landowner. 
Respect for fellow sportsmen. 

Respect for the game pursued. 
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Use the convenient form on the following page lo order. 



''BUCK KNIVES'' ORDF:R FORM 
Nam._ ___________________ _ 

(PLEASE PRINT) 
Address __________________ _ 

City • State • Zip 

Charge to my: 
□ Mastercharge # 
□ VISA # 
□ MY CHECK IS ENCLOSED 
□ MONEY ORDER ENCLOSED 

TOTAL ORDER _____________ _ 

(Add 4% S.C. tax and $3.50 fo r mailing and handling for each knife) 

Please send me ___ Birchwood handled knives at $45 each. 

Please send me ___ Sambar Stag handled knives at $65 each. 
(ONLY 750 AVAILABLE) 

D If the Sambar Stag edition is sold out, replace my order with a 
Birchwood edition and a $20 refund. 

No orders accepted after September 30, 1983. 
All orders will be processed and shipped after September 30, 1983 in 
time for Christmas delivery. --

Make checks payable to: S.C. Wildlife 
Mail to: KNIVES, S.C. Wildlife Dept., P.O. Box 167, 

Columbia, S.C. 29202 

----------~-~-----~-----------------------~---------------J 

PLEASE ORDER S.C. WILDLIFE MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION ON ENCLOSED ENVELOPE. 

Name 
PAYMENT METHOD 

(Please print all information) D MasterCard D Check (Make check payable 
Address to: S.C. Wildlife) 
City • State • Zip □ VISA D Money Order 

Daytime Phone# Area Cod0 Number Card Account Number: 

(We will phone you if we have a question) I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
If any item is to be mailed as a gift, state gift recipient's name and address on a separate Month Year 
sheet of paper and add the word "Donee" to the top of the sheet. Put your name on the [IJ-[IJ 
order form . A gift card will be sent along with you r order announcing the gift from you. Card exp irat ion date Customer Signature 

DESCRIPTION COLOR SIZE PRICE EACH QUAN. ORDERED TOTAL 
NEW RESPECT Cap Camouflage Of;t';; ~i1fe 5.95 $ 
RESPECT Cap Int. Orange O

R,;~1fe 5.95 

RESPECT Cap Royal Blue of;,; ~i1f e 3.95 

"Carolina's Hunting Heritage" N/A N/A 24.95 

"S.C. Wildlife Cookbook" - 2nd Edition N/A N/A 8.95 

S.C. Wildlife Magazine Binders N/A N/A 6.95 

"Wildlife Between the Covers" T-Shirts 6.95 

"Wildlife Between the Covers" T-Shirts 6.95 

"Wildlife Between the Covers" T-Shirts 6.95 

"Wildlife Between the Covers" T-Shirts 6.95 

"Wildlife Between the Covers" T-Shirts 6.95 

"Wildlife Between the Covers" T-Shirts 6.95 

*Order 4 or more shirts @ $5.95 each 5.95 ----------------------------------I 
I $ 
I Total amount for items 

Moving? Attach your address label I from current issue 
here. I S.C. residents add 4% sales tax 

Let us know I $ 
eight weeks 

NEW ADDRESS: 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 

before you go. 
For fast service. attach Name _ ___________ _ _ _ _. SEND YOUR PAYMENT AND ORDER FORM TO: 
your cu rrent address label 
(from magazine cover) in Address ---------------1 
the space above. Then fill 
in your new address and City. State ___________ Z ip __ I 
mai l to: S.C. Wildl ife. P.O. Box 167. Columbia, S.C. 29202 I 

I 
I 

S.C. Wi ldlife Dept. 
P.O. Box 167 
Columbia, S.C. 29202 

M/A 83 
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. CELEBRATE OUR 
I .'° 

30ffl ANNIVERSARY 
The Buck Esquire Model 501 
S.C. Wildlife Edition 

I 
n commemoration of South Carolina. 
Wild/.ife magazine's 30th Anniversary, 
you can invest in limited edition folding 
custom knives featuring renowned 

"Buck" quality and the S.C. Wildlife unique 
commemorative design. 

Two folding knives are being produced: 
one with stock handles of birchwood limited 
to the orders received by September 30, 
1983, at $45 each, and one with rare, imported 
Sambar Stag handles at $65 each. Only 750 of 
these classic stag-handled knives will be 
available. 

Sequential serial numbers will be stamped 
on each knife of both designs. Low serial 
number acquisition will be determined by 
periodic drawings. Buy one or both for 
Christmas 1983 delivery. Order now to 
become the proud owner of Buck knives 
destined to become collectibles. The cutoff 
date for orders is September 30, 1983. To 
order, use the form entitled "Buck Knives" 
on the opposite page. 
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