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Two FMU alumni recall their first jobs after college

Continued on page 6

College graduation is the gateway to the harsh reality of 
one’s first job. 

But how do you find that job?
Magistrate Judge Darryl Burns of Marion advises recent 

graduates who haven’t found a job to take what is offered to 
them because it may lead to the ideal job. 

Judge Darryl Burns, magistrate
Rains Community has but a caution light to warn motorists 

to slow down as they make their way to Myrtle Beach via U.S. 
Highway 501. Tucked away on one of the few roads that run 
through this community is the home where Marion County 

Magistrate Darryl Burns grew up. 
Educated in then Marion School District Three and 

receiving a high school diploma from Terrell’s Bay High 
School in 1989, Burns 
joined the U.S. Marine 
Corps. He served three 
years as a military 
policeman, because he 
had a great interest in 
law enforcement.

Even as a youngster 
growing up in the small 
community of Rains, 
Burns was attuned to 

social issues most kids never notice. 
“I saw so many problems,” he said. “I was just drawn to law 

enforcement because I knew I could make a difference, I could 
solve some of the problems.”

Burns was referring to the poverty and social injustice that 
he said plagued small, rural communities like the one where 
he was reared. 

There are three basic tenets, shaped by his religious 
convictions, he said he lived by then and continues to live by 
today:

• All people have value. 
• Those who go wrong, given half a chance, can often find a 
 way to redeem themselves.
• Those in danger deserve immediate, effective protection. 
These three ideas combine a hard-nosed pragmatism 

with a determined idealism. An unusual belief system for a 
policeman, perhaps, but Burns was no ordinary cop. 

Though he took six years off as an officer, he eagerly 
returned as a military policeman for the U.S. Army and the 
Marion Police Department. And he wanted an education. So

Alumna Ann Taylor receives award

  Judge Darryl Burns, magistrate

“
”

Build your resume, even if the 
job offered to you is not exactly 
what you want. It may be your 
means of arriving at the job that 
is meant especially for you. 

Judge Darryl Burns
Marion County Magistrate

Last spring, at the district level it was the 
use of a new car for one year and $1,000. This 
year, it is the use of a BMW sports car for one 
year, $25,000 cash and assorted gifts, which 
in the past have included automobile tires 
and laptop computers. 

Who says teaching doesn’t pay? It has 

paid off – not just in money and prizes 
but in personal fulfillment – for Francis 
Marion University graduate Ann Taylor, a 
special education teacher at Pine Tree Hill 
Elementary School in Kershaw County, who 
has been named the 2007 South Carolina 
Teacher of the Year.

Continued on page 2
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in 1995, he enrolled in college and started working toward a 
bachelor’s degree. As Burns worked as a cop, he chipped away 
at more schooling and eventually earned a political science 
degree from Francis Marion University in 2005.

Almost immediately, Burns said his true purpose in life was 
revealed. In 2006, Burns was appointed magistrate largely due 
to his reputation as a person more interested in helping people 
than punishing them. But assertive enforcement was always a 
part of Burns’ style too. 

“When you have a victim, they receive their day in court 
and the criminal justice procedure is played out, it is the most 
rewarding part of being a magistrate,” Burns said.

Burns said he is fortunate to have a job that allows him to 
make a difference in the lives of so 
many.

Louise Welch, American 
Red Cross executive

It wasn’t until Hurricane Hugo 
hit in 1989 that Louise Welch 
realized her true calling in life. 

Along the coast, Hugo 
destroyed many houses and the 
storm surge piled boats on top 
of each other. Inland, the storm 
destroyed homes, timber, and 
the area’s cotton crop. In the 
wake of Hugo’s wrath, the people 

of the U.S. 
responded 
generously. 
In South 
Carolina, 
help poured 
in from the 
governor who 

vowed that no one in any of the rural areas would be forgotten. 
Nationally, the president flew in to view the devastation and 

Welch

immediately granted $1.1 billion 
in aid. The Salvation Army and 
American Red Cross set up camp. 

Welch was among those 
assisting with the American Red 
Cross. 

As a volunteer for the 
American Red Cross, Welch raised money to 
help those whose lives were affected by Hurricane 
Hugo and later Hurricane Floyd. In fact, she 
volunteered with the association for nearly six 
years before becoming the development officer for 
the Mid-Atlantic Service Area of the American 
Red Cross, a regional branch of the national 
organization. Welch is the first female to 
serve in this capacity since the inception 
of the chapter 100 years ago.

“I traveled a lot with the job, assisting 
with natural disasters everywhere,” Welch 
said.

The road leading to her successful 
career was a difficult one.

When Welch’s father became ill in the 
late 1970s, she not only transferred from 
Columbia College in Columbia to FMU, 
but she also vowed to help operate the 
family car dealership in Kingstree. The 
business degree she earned in 1981 
from FMU gave her more than enough 
knowledge to do just that. 
Eight years later, Welch 
was still working the family 
business but soon married 
and moved to Florida.

During her marriage, 
Welch was unemployed 
and was afforded the 
opportunity to earn a 
pilot’s license, flying home 
often to see her family. 
Homesickness and a 
divorce led to Welch moving back home to Kingstree where 
she worked as finance director for Williamsburg County.

Later, she served 
as the interim 
executive director 
for the Carolina 
Lowcountry Chapter 
of the Red Cross in 
Charleston and as 
director of public 
support before 
becoming executive 
director of the 
chapter in February. 

“ ”
When I witnessed the devastation 

caused by Hugo, I knew I wanted to 
help in any way I could.

Louise Welch
American Red Cross executive
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Francis Marion University trustee L. Franklin Elmore, who 
is also co-founder for the regional Carolinas law firm, Elmore 
& Wall, P.A. in Greenville, was recently 
selected for inclusion in the 2007 edition 
of The Best Lawyers in America.

Elmore & Wall, P.A., with offices in 
Charleston, Greenville and Raleigh N.C., 
provides representation in the areas of 
construction and surety law, insurance 
defense and coverage issues, and complex 
litigation, including the defense of medical 
malpractice, products liability, toxic torts 
and class action litigation throughout the 
Carolinas.

Elmore earned a bachelor’s degree at FMU in 1973 and a 
law degree from the University of South Carolina in 1976. He 
was admitted to the state bar in 1976, and is a member of the 
American Bar Association. In 1983, he was recognized as 
one of the Outstanding Young Men of America. He was the 
recipient of FMU’s Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1996. 
In addition, he received the 2001 award from the Carolinas 
Associated General Contractors of America for outstanding 
individual contribution.

Francis Marion University trustee 
Randall “Randy” Dozier, who is also 
Georgetown County School District 
superintendent of education, was 
recently named the S.C. Athletic 
Administrators Association 
Superintendent of the Year.

Dozier won the Region 7AA 
Superintendent of the Year award before 
claiming the state’s top honor.

“I’m honored to be considered for 
such a prestigious award,” said the former high school coach.

Dozier was nominated for the regional award because of his 
understanding of the challenges and rewards of being a coach 
or athletic director. That award ultimately paved the way for 
him to become the S.C. Athletic Administrators Association 
Superintendent of the Year.

In 1977, Dozier earned a bachelor’s degree in education 
from FMU. He worked as a teacher, school administrator 
and coach before becoming the superintendent of education 
in Georgetown in 2004. Dozier has been an FMU board 
member since 1991 and is a member of numerous professional 
organizations.

FMU board member honored nationallyFMU board member receives state honor

Francis Marion University Board of Trustees 
and Foundation board member Robert Williams 
died on May 12, after an extended illness. Williams 
had been a member of the Board of Trustees for 
the past eight years and of the FMU Foundation 
from 1992-2001. He has been an honorary member 
of the Foundation’s board since 2001. Services were 

held May 14 in Chan Stanley Memorial Chapel in 
Georgia.

Interment followed in Dublin Memorial 
Gardens. Williams, retired president and chief 
executive officer of Pee Dee Electric Cooperative 
Inc., of Darlington made significant contributions 
to FMU.

FMU mourns loss of board member Williams

Elmore

Williams

Dozier

An educator and Florence 
businessman were awarded 
honorary degrees from 
Francis Marion University 
during spring commencement 
ceremonies.

Selected to receive honorary 
doctoral degrees were William 
C. Moran of Murrell’s Inlet and 
Frank H. Avent of Florence.

Moran was also the 
commencement speaker for 
the 362 candidates for FMU 
degrees. Candidates include 
333 students for undergraduate 
degrees and 29 for graduate diplomas.  

Moran retired as president of Lander University in 2000 and 
served as special assistant to the minister of higher education 
and scientific research for United Arab Emirates from 2000 
to 2005. Prior to his eight-year stint as president of Lander, 

he served as vice president for 
academic affairs and dean of the 
faculty at FMU for 14 years.

Avent spent many years as 
president and chief executive 
officer of Pepsi Cola Bottling 
Company of Florence until his 
family sold the business on 
July 1, 2005. He is currently the 
general manager of Pepsi Cola of 
Florence, LLC.

As a member of the FMU 
Capital Campaign Steering 
Committee and in many other 
ways, Avent has been an avid 

supporter of FMU. In 1977, the company established the Pepsi 
Cola Bottling Co. Scholarship, which is funded annually. Avent 
and Pepsi also established the A.R. Avent Chair in History 
in 1987, and contribute to the Patriot athletic program and 
numerous other university endeavors. 

Moran, Avent receive honorary degrees

AventMoran



There is much to celebrate 
about being a part of FMU, but 
this does not diminish the need 
to secure sufficient resources to 
continue the university’s growth. 
The FMU Fund is the annual 
giving program and is important 
to the future of the university. 

The FMU Fund assists in establishing scholarships for 
deserving students, enhancing physical facilities, enriching the 
library collection, and impacts many other aspects of campus 
life. There are many opportunities for you to make a difference 
in the lives of the students at FMU. Please join this important 
undertaking by contributing to the 2006-2007 FMU Fund. Your 
donation will make a difference and is appreciated by June 30, 
2007 – the last day of the university’s fiscal year.

For more information on the FMU Fund, contact Brandie 
Love, director of annual giving and constituent relations, at  
843-661-1218 or blove@fmarion.edu.

Students man the phones during the FMU Phonathon which 
helps to raise funds for the FMU Fund.

FMU professors recognized

Francis Marion University faculty members were honored 
for outstanding individual work during the past year.

Mary R. Dittman of Florence was given the Award of Excel-
lence in Teaching; Douglas E. Gray of Florence was presented 
the Award for Excellence in Service; and LeRoy (Pete) 
Peterson, Jr. of Florence received the Award for Excellence in 
Research. Each award carries a cash prize.

“Mary, Doug, and Pete rank among the very best professors 
in the state of South Carolina,” said Fred Carter, president of
FMU. “Their work, in the areas of teaching, research and 
service, has garnered the respect of colleagues and students 
alike. I am very proud of their contributions to this university.”

An instructor of marketing, Dittman has been a member of 
the FMU faculty since 2000. 

Gray, a native of Knoxville, Tenn., has been a member of the 
FMU faculty since 1997.  

Peterson, a native of Florence, has been a member of the 
FMU faculty since 1990. 

Kenneth M. Autrey, a professor of English, also was pre-
sented the Shared Governance Award, sponsored by the FMU 
Chapter of the American Association of University Professors. 

(L-R) Mary Dittman, LeRoy Peterson, Pamela Rooks, Doug Gray 
and Ken Autrey.

Teacher of the Year
For the past three years, Taylor has taught self-contained 

special education classes (EMD), grades kindergarten through 
fifth. This year, she became a National Board candidate.

Taylor attended FMU from 1999-2001 and received a mas-
ter’s degree in teaching, learning disabilities. From 1993-1997, 
she attended Saginaw Valley State University and received a 
bachelor’s degree in behavioral sciences and criminal justice.

During the next school year, Taylor will participate in a one-
year residency program at the Center for Educator Recruit-
ment, Retention and Advancement (CERRA) and serve as a 
statewide ambassador for the teaching profession.

She also will conduct workshops for other classroom profes-
sionals, discuss public education issues with members of the 
General Assembly and State Board of Education, and work 
closely with the Teacher Cadet Program.

FMU alumna Linda Dowling, a middle-grades language arts 
teacher at Darlington County’s Sonavista Alternative School, 
was among the five finalists chosen from nominees represent-
ing 83 of South Carolina’s 85 local public school districts.

Continued from page 1

Sen. John  
McCain poses 
with students in 
the Lee Nursing 
Building after a 
visit and speech 
to the FMU  
community.

McCain visits FMU campus



by Beverly Spears, professor emerita, Francis Marion 
University

Lawrence Jordan – Larry – taught at Francis Marion for 
12 years, from ‘82 to ‘94. He left us to become a member of 
the faculty at Norfolk State University in Virginia, where he 
remained until his untimely death in March at age 59. He was 
so highly appreciated there that N.S.U. sent down a huge bus 
to transport the many friends and colleagues who chose to join 
his family and South Carolina friends in paying final tribute 
here on March 26, 2007. 

Though he and I taught in different departments, we 
appreciated each other’s disciplines. He loved great literature, 
and his works of art won my admiration. Through Jordan’s 
generosity, one of his creations remains for us to enjoy today:  
the large garden urn that graces the Courtyard of Stokes 
Administration Building.

Larry and I were both Pee Dee natives, a background we 
shared with most Francis Marion students and graduates but 
with not many other faculty. Also, both of us grew up in – shall 
we say “modest” circumstances, he in the town of Florence and 
I on a Darlington County farm. Both knew we’d have to work 
hard because nothing was going to fall into our laps. When we 
met at FMU in 1982, we discovered we’d both come back here 
to teach, because we saw Francis Marion College as one of the 
best things to come to the Pee Dee in our lifetime. 

Larry Jordan graduated from Wilson High School with 
honors. S.C. Rep. Maggie Glover says whenever they had 
a class together, “I had to work hard. I couldn’t have a boy 
outdoing me!”

In his soft-spoken way, he could spur the energy of a 
classmate even in high school. No wonder he was such a fine 
teacher, such a dedicated presence.

Jordan was a military veteran, serving in Vietnam from ‘67 

to ‘70. His body now 
lies at the height of 
the hill in Florence’s 
National Cemetery, 
near that of colleague 
Col. William Tallon. 
Both faced death with 
courage and faith. 

Although I had lost 
contact with Larry, 
those from Virginia 
who spoke at his 
funeral at Majority 
Baptist Church 
showed us that he 
remained the good 
man we in Florence knew.  The young woman who knew him 
in his graduate days at Penn State was especially affecting.  
Others spoke of his lively intelligence, his keen perceptiveness, 
his kindness, and of their high regard for him as a colleague 
and as a person. 

I’m grateful for that funeral. The minister had never met 
Larry, but his message showed great respect for all of us who 
did and for the memory of Larry Jordan. By the end of the 
service, sermon and songs had somehow replaced sorrow 
with joy, and we walked past his open casket singing “I’ll Fly 
Away.” I’m grateful my friend had the backing of this devoted 
congregation. The handful of us there from Francis Marion 
were surely all glad for the privilege of that goodbye.

I treasure the tree-encircled ceramic bowl he made and gave 
me before he left South Carolina for Virginia. Most of all, I 
treasure having been allowed to call him friend. 

Larry Jordan was truly a gifted gentleman of the Pee Dee. 

Memories of Larry Jordan

Jordan throws a pot at annual Art’s 
Alive Festival.

Rooks named FMU’s Distinguished Professor for 2006-07
Pamela A. Rooks of Florence has been 

selected the J. Lorin Mason Distinguished 
Professor for the 2006-07 year at Francis 
Marion University. 

This award has been given since the 
1975-76 school year and is based upon a 
faculty member’s contributions to teaching, 
professional service and scholarly activities.

The award, named in honor of a former 
chairman of the FMU Board of Trustees, is the highest honor 
to be bestowed upon a faculty member. It was presented at 
FMU’s spring commencement on May 5. The award carries a 
cash prize.

As a result of her selection, Rooks will be the Francis Marion 
University nominee for the Governor’s Professor of the Year 
Award competition next fall. 

“Pam is an extraordinary professor and a gifted scholar,” said 
FMU President Fred Carter. “For the past seven years, she has 
directed the University’s Honors Program and has worked to 

establish an exemplary curriculum for our most accomplished 
students. She is richly deserving of this recognition.”

A native of Durham, N.C., Rooks has been a member of the 
FMU faculty since 1989. A professor of English, she earned a 
bachelor’s degree in English literature at Carleton University in 
Ottawa, Canada, and a doctorate in English literature from the 
University of York-Heslington, in York, England.

Rooks became director of the FMU Honors Program in 1999 
with a three-year term. Her appointment has been renewed 
twice since that time.

At FMU, she has been a member of and often chaired 
search committees for instructors. She has been the faculty 
representative on the Academic Freedom and Tenure 
Grievance subcommittee, on the Faculty Grievance committee 
and the Academic Affairs committee, to name a few.

Rooks is also an adviser to Honors, English students and 
those with undeclared majors. She received the AAUP Shared 
Governance Award in 2003 and was elected senator for FMU’s 
Faculty Senate for two terms, to end this year.

Rooks



The Neal Thigpen Chair and the Gary Hanson Scholarship 
funds received $33,000 from the 2007 FMU Foundation 
Chairman’s Golf Classic. The lead sponsor for the event 
was BB&T. Other sponsors included SODEXO, Victor’s 
Bistro, Carolinas Hospital, Capstone Management, 
Morgan Stanley, King Cadillac, Pepsi, Crown Beverage 
and the Yahnis Corporation. Three teams tied for the win. 
The players and teams are: Team One: Brit Rodgers, Jay 
Shealey, Bubba Shirley, Don Swartz; Team Two: Tim Capps, 
Mark Gaynor, Chuck Rozak, Richard Warrian; Team Three: 
Bruce Bogardus, Ken Norris, Jim Schab and Larry Waring.

Baseball
Francis Marion ended 2007 with a 36-

18 record and a Top-30 national ranking. 
The Patriots placed third during the 
Peach Belt Conference regular season 
and then narrowly missed earning a 
bid to the NCAA Division II national 
tournament. Junior right-handed pitcher 
Dylan Owen (Chesterfield), senior 
catcher Michael Ward (Florence), 
and senior outfielder Nick Stewart 
(Greenville) were named to the All-PBC 
Team. Owen was 10-1 with a 1.14 earned 
run average, and he set a new PBC career 
record for strikeouts with 334. Ward 
ended his career as the team’s all-time 
leader in RBIs with 157, while Stewart 
finished fourth in career RBIs with 136. 
Head coach Art Inabinet won his 300th 
career game during the season.

Men’s Basketball
The Patriots, under the guidance of 

first-year head coach Gary Edwards, 
finished the year 9-19 and placed third 
in the PBC’s North Division standings. 
Senior guard Dominic Bishop (Buffalo, 
N.Y.) led the team in scoring (15.4 
ppg), while senior Raymond Dorsey 
(Florence) earned team MVP honors, 
averaging 13.3 ppg and a team-leading 
7.1 rpg, and ranking second in the Peach 
Belt and 50th in all of NCAA Division II 
in field goal percentage (56.6 percent).

Women’s Basketball
The Patriot women compiled a 6-22 

record and finished sixth in the PBC’s 
North Division standings. Junior guard 
Brittany Young (Moncks Corner) was 
the team’s most valuable player, leading 
FMU in scoring at 11.8 ppg and assists at 

5.6 per contest, which ranked third-best 
in the PBC and 16th nationally.

Men’s Golf
Francis Marion recorded a 48-95-1 

mark while completing its second and 
final year of transitioning from NCAA 
Division II membership to Division 
I. Freshman Christopher Couch 
(Summerville) compiled a team-leading 
74.19 stroke average, and recorded 
five Top-25 finishes and two Top-15 
showings. He shot five sub-par rounds, 
and set the school record for a freshman 
with his final-round 66 at William & 
Mary’s tournament.

Softball
This spring, FMU was 34-16, placed 

fifth during the 2007 PBC regular season, 
spent five weeks in the Top 25 poll, and 
for the fourth straight year, narrowly 
missed earning a bid to the NCAA 
Division II national tournament. Junior 
shortstop Allie Aleman (Santa Ana, 
Calif.) batted .355 with nine home runs 
and 43 RBIs and earned All-Conference 
honors. Freshman left-handed pitcher 
Michaela Wolf (Littleton, Colo.) 
posted a 21-10 record to become only 
the second FMU pitcher in the past 18 
seasons to win 20 games. She compiled a 
2.26 ERA and struck out a school-record 
193 batters, despite suffering through a 
late season injury.

Men’s Tennis
Francis Marion ended the year 

nationally ranked (29th) with an 8-10 
record, and all 10 losses came at the 
hands of nationally ranked opponents. 
Junior Franklyn Emmanuel (Colombo, 
Sri Lanka) ended the year playing 

No. 1 singles. He was 13-2 in singles 
play, including a 7-1 mark in the tough 
Peach Belt that included wins over two 
nationally ranked opponents. He also 
compiled a 14-4 doubles mark, playing 
mainly at the No. 1 position

Women’s Tennis
The Patriot women posted a 16-8 

record (second-most wins in school 
history), ended their year ranked 16th 
nationally, and advanced to the NCAA 
Division II Mid-Atlantic Regional 
title match for the second straight 
year. Senior Kamini Murugaboopathy 
(Chennai, India) was the team’s MVP 
for the third time in four years. She 
was 18-4 in singles play, mainly at the 
No. 2 position, and 15-9 in doubles 
competition.

Academics
Senior women’s soccer player 

Brittany Rothenbach (Bel Air, Md.) was 
presented the Debra Lee Orander Swamp 
Fox Academic Award for 2006-07. 
Rothenbach was a four-year starter on 
the soccer field. A mass communications 
major, she compiled a 3.945 grade point 
average and was a member of Psi Chi, 
Omicron Delta Kappa, Chi Alpha Sigma, 
and Phi Kappa Phi honor societies.

Partners
The 2007 Most Valuable Partner 

Award for a community member went 
to Ric Garni, former sports director at 
WBTW TV-13, while the 2007 Most 
Valuable Partner Award for a faculty/
staff member went to the husband-and-
wife team of Roger Hux and Julia Krebs.
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Lucinda Huggins is a recent national board 

certified teacher. She has been teaching for 26 years 
at the high school level, and has been in the Fort 
Mill School District for 14 of those years. Lucinda 
is a new grandmother to Tristen, age 4 months and 
Carlie age 2 months and prides herself on helping 
encourage students to attend her alma mater. 

1978
In August, Pamela Monroe was named 

associate dean for graduate studies at LSU where 
she is responsible for the daily operations and 
policies of the Graduate School and its nearly 
5,000 students. Monroe’s major areas of research 
interests include rural families living in poverty, 
welfare reform policy, and women’s labor force 
participation. She continues an active research 
agenda along with her full-time administrative 
responsibilities in the Graduate School. 

1985
Anderson Brothers Bank opened another 

branch in Florence, S.C., hiring Robbie McNeill as 
vice president/indirect lending. 

1990
Tina Jones married Stanley Barney, Sr. on 

October 24, 2001. They have a baby boy, Daniel 
Anthony, born June 30, 2004.

1991
Robby Parker has been named head coach of 

the North Buncombe High School’s girl’s basketball 
team after serving as assistant coach for 16 years.

1992
Anita Williams has been employed for six 

years at Bank of America. She is currently the VP 
Operations Consultant in Charlotte, N.C.

1993
Kevin Lovett, CHE, CHFM, has been named 

vice president of support services at Conway 
Medical Center. He holds a master’s in public 
health from USC and a master’s in health 
administration from MUSC.

1995
Marcus Pratt was recently included in the 

Cambridge Book of Who’s Who for Nurses.

1996
Devona Price has been promoted from 

assistant principal to principal of Oak Grove 
Elementary in Lexington School District One. 

1997
Crystal Reneé Hill-Chapman earned a 

doctorate from Texas A&M University in August 
2006. She and her husband, David Joseph 
Chapman, II, welcomed their son, Grady Harold 
Chapman, on Jan. 9, 2007. He weighed 5 lbs., 5 oz. 
and was 18 ½ inches long. Hill-Chapman will join 
the faculty of FMU in August 2007 as an assistant 
professor of psychology. 

1999
Mattie Morris-Hughes 

earned a master of 
education from Winthrop 
University in August 2006.

Warren and Loretta 
Ruth Fox (2002) welcomed 
their first child, Jenna 
Marie Fox on  
Jan. 5, 2007. She weighed 
10 lbs. 4 oz. and was 22 
3/4 inches long.

2000
Allison Dell Jones 

and Ronald Anthony Hanna were married at 
5 p.m. on Feb. 3, 2007 at College Park Baptist 
Church in Florence. On a career note, Allison has 
been named local representative for the Atlantic 
Publication Group LLC/ The Real Estate Book. 

2001
Martin Taylor has accepted a position with 

Birdlife South Africa as project manager for the 
Kruger to Canyons Bird route project.

Rod Ruth and Whitney Hamilton (2003) 
welcomed their first child, Rodney “Christian” 
Ruth, III on Feb. 16, 2007. He weighed 8 lbs. and 
was 19 inches long.

Matt Biviano and Amber Schoming Biviano 
will be moving to London, England in March 2007. 
Matt was recently promoted within First Data 
Corporation and both are looking forward to this 
new adventure!

2003
Ashleigh Elizabeth Fowler of Mullins and Paul 

Baxter Beeson of Marion were married at 5 p.m. on 
Dec. 9, 2006, at Mullins First Baptist Church. The 
couple will live in Galivant’s Ferry.

Thomas Finley McCaskill and Mary Margaret 
McRae were united in marriage at 6 p.m. on 
Oct. 14, 2006 at the home of Mrs. Donald Belk 
Collins Sr., grandmother of the bride. Following a 
wedding trip to Charleston, the couple resides in 
Sumter.

2004
Leslie Thomas married Chad Bishop of 

Walterboro, S.C. on Dec. 9, 2006.
Crystal Jackson is currently attending Webster 

University to obtain a master’s degree in marriage 
and family counseling.

2005
Charles Griffin was recently promoted to from 

personal banker I to loan officer with First Citizens 
Bank in Columbia, S.C.

2006
Don Lloyd has returned to Marion Regional 

Healthcare System as executive vice president 
of the Medical Center and Nursing Home 
Operations. He began his career in 1983 with 
Laurens County Healthcare system. Starting in 
1990, he worked for Marion County Hospital 
District as administrator with the Mullins Hospital. 
When the Mullins and Marion hospitals merged to 
form Marion County Medical Center, he became 
its chief operating officer but left in 2000 to join 
S.C. Department of Disabilities and Special Needs.

Chapell Griggs O’Neal of Darlington and Ira 
Sidney Rainwater IV of Florence were married at  
6 p.m. on Jan.27, 2007, at Trinity United Methodist 
Church. The couple will live in Darlington.

Mr. and Mrs. Hanna

Homecoming ’07

Art’s Alive ’07
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PO Box 100547
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The Francis Marion University Alumni Association has 
chosen its executive officers for 2007-2008. 

The officers are Stephen Jones ’89, president; Paul Seward 
’94, president-elect; Rachel Turner ’00, secretary; and Julian 
Young ’76, past president.

Jones has been employed with A.G. Edwards & Sons Inc. in 
Florence since 1993 and currently serves as vice president of 
investments. He is a member of the Alumni Association and a 
consistent contributor to FMU fund-raising initiatives. 

Seward has served as the vice president of commercial 
lending at BB&T for the past four years. Seward is a member 
of the Alumni Board of Directors, where he chairs the student 
relations committee. He serves on the Alumni Foundation’s 

golf committee for the Chairman’s Golf Classic.
Turner was recently appointed the director of marketing 

and public relations for McLeod Health in Dillon. She actively 
supports FMU in many endeavors.

Young is assistant director of admissions at FMU. He is a 
lifetime member of the Alumni Association and a supporter 
of the Swamp Fox Club. Young has served on the Alumni 
Advisory Board since July 1997 as chair of the Student 
Relations Committee. In that capacity, he serves as the Alumni 
Advisory Board liaison to the Student Alumni Association. 
Each year, he provides a monetary award to recognize an 
outstanding SAA member. He was chosen the Alumni 
Volunteer of the Year in 2001. 

FMU Alumni Association elects officers

Waldrop named outstanding alumnus
 Brian Waldrop, originally of Greenville, received Francis 

Marion University’s Morgan B. Coker School of Business 
Outstanding Alumnus Award for 2007.

Waldrop graduated from FMU in 1985 with a B.S. degree in 
accounting. He is a certified public accountant, and received 
his M.B.A. from 
Delta State  
University in  
Mississippi.

Beginning his 
career at Frigi-
daire and Arvin 
Industries, he 
soon made his 
way to Viking 
Range Corpora-
tion in Green-
wood, Miss., in 
1991 as an  
accountant. 

(L-R) FMU’s first dean of School of Business 
Morgan Coker, Brian Waldrop, FMU Presi-
dent Fred Carter and School of Business 
Dean Barry O’Brien.

Alumni award presented
Four Francis Marion 

University School of 
Education alumni 
received 2007 awards 
as part of Homecoming 
activities.

Shannon Small, 
McLaurin Elementary 
School teacher, received 
the Novice Educator 

Award. Wanda Hodge, Mayo High School 
for Math, Science and Techology teacher and 
adjunct professor at Coker College, received 
the Veteran Educator Award. Sharon Dixon, 
principal of North Vista Elementary School,  
received the Educational Administrator 
Award. The Education Leader Award was given 
to Stephen Taylor who is a graduate professor 
in the School of Education.

(L-R) Shannon Small, Wanda 
Hodge and Sharon Dixon.

Award recipient 
Stephen Taylor.


