
 

 
 

  
HIGHER EDUCATION POLICY UPDATE 

 
Monday, May 2, 2022

Leadership 

Rep. Murrell Smith was elected to Speaker of the House Thursday, April 28.   

Budget  

The Senate will debate the budget this week.  It is likely the House will amend the budget further in the 

first or second week of May. Conferees will be selected after the House finalizes the budget.   

Senate passed the budget and sent it back to the House for consideration.  It is likely the House will 

reconsider the budget next week, beginning May 10.   The Senate’s proposed provisos may be accessed 

here.   

Proviso 3.5 details lottery funding for FY 2022-23.  Some highlights include:  

• Proposed $70,000,000 in Need-based Grants, representing a $10,000,000 increase from FY 

2021-22 amount 

• $1,500,000 for PASCAL  

• $10,000,000 for a nursing initiative 

• Increase in SC National Guard College Assistance Program to $6,200,000 

• Increase in College Transition Program Scholarships to $4,105,597 

• $10,000,000 for veterinary medicine at Clemson University 

• $1,000,000 to the SC Department of Education for a teacher transformation pilot 

• For Higher Education Excellence Enhancement Program, $10,000,000 in lottery proceeds and an 

additional $6,072,474 in unclaimed prizes.   

 

Additional Senate provisos relevant to the CHE and higher education:  

• 11.12 (CHE: College Transition Need-based Grants): increased the amount of need-based grants 

allowed per institution from $350,000 to $700,000. 

•  

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess124_2021-2022/appropriations2022/spp1b.pdf


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

• 11.21 (CHE: Institutes of Innovation and Information): Formalizes the CHE’s administrative role 

for the new Institutes initiative.  The CHE may provide administrative, oversight, consulting, 

technical assistance, and other services in support of the Institutes.  Established accountability and 

reporting deadlines. 

• 117.139 (GP: Transfer Student Credits): Retains last year’s proviso directing the CHE to continue 

its work to develop transfer policies for students who earn an associate degree from a public two-

year institution who want to transfer to a public four-year institution. 

• 117.148 (GP: National Guard College Assistance Program): Increases maximum amount of college 

tuition to $22,000 to cover 100 percent of college tuition and fees for the academic year.  

• 117.159 (GP: Masks at Higher Education Facilities): Proviso remains from FY 21-22 budget.  

Prohibits public institutions from requiring students receive the vaccination in order to be present 

at institutions without being required to wear a mask.    

• 117.162 (GP: Retained Counsel): Any public college or university shall revise policies to allow 

student facing disciplinary or honor code violations may, at the student’s expense, to provide full 

legal representation. 

• 117.169 (GP: In-State Tuition Mitigation): Details the appropriation of tuition mitigation 

funds to public institutions. 

• 117.172 (GP: Name Image Likeness): Suspends Act 35 in its entirety for name image 

likeness.  

• 117.178 (GP: COVID-19 Proof of Vaccination Restriction – Institutions): State-supported 

higher education institutions are restricted from requiring proof of COVID-19 vaccination, 

wearing a face mask, or a COVID-19 diagnostic test result for any student as a condition 

of enrollment, attendance, use of facilities or residence on campus.   

• 117.182: (GP: Chicago Statement): Public higher ed institutions must adopt and act in 

accordance with the enclosed statement expressing a commitment to academic freedom 

and freedom of expression no later than August 1, 2022.  This statement is commonly 

called the “Chicago Statement” and more than 80 institutions have adopt it.   

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Legislation:  

• The Senate set H. 4208 (Save Women’s Sports Act) for special order.  The House passed 

the bill earlier this month.  

• The Senate Education Committee on Tuesday approved and amended a House plan to 

reduce the number of voting members on the USC board to 15 trustees, down from 20. 

And senators added a provision that would bar any incumbents who were not approved 

for reelection, but are staying on the board until July next year, from serving as board 

chairman or vice chairman.   

• Competency-based Education: H. 3883 would exempt K-12 districts from some state 

regulations if they pursue competency-based education.  The bill directs the CHE and 

State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education to develop policies for 

scholarships and financial aid for high school graduates in school districts that have 

nontraditional diplomas and transcripts. 
 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess124_2021-2022/prever/3883_20210406.htm

