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This month marks my 49th 
anniversary working in forestry.  My 
first forestry job was in 1973 at 
Edwards Nursery in my hometown of 
Morganton, NC.  A lot of water has 
passed under the bridge since then, but 
I’ve enjoyed every bend and meander 
of the stream.  My first love in forestry 
was tree improvement, and I’ve been 
fortunate to have stayed involved in 
it my whole career.  Other programs 
came along over time, such as the Best 
Management Practices (BMP) program, 
the Forest Inventory and Analysis 
(FIA) program and the Economic 
Development program.  Together, 
they form the Resource Development 
Division, which was formed in 2003.  

The main mission of the Resource 
Development Division is to support 
the forestry community and expand 
markets for forest products.  We have 
16 employees, 4.5% of the agency’s 
workforce, spread among the four 
specialized programs.  To raise awareness 
of our programs internally, I’ll highlight 
the status of each program as well as 
mention upcoming projects.

The BMP program was born in 

the early 1990s, and it is still one 
of our newest programs.  Headed 
up by Holly Welch, there are four 
BMP Foresters, including Holly, with 
one BMP Forester in each region of 
the state.  The main mission of the 
program is to protect water quality 
during silvicultural activities.  We 
monitor BMP compliance in two ways, 
a periodic review and through our 
“courtesy exam” program.  Compliance 
has been excellent for most BMPs 
during periodic statewide reviews.  An 

Time Flies When You’re Having Fun!
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Tim Adams and Michael Floyd monitor water quality 
below harvest in the early 1990s.
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The cover photo features a young longleaf stand on 
Sand Hills State Forest.

mills.  Since 2003, we have assisted 
in recruiting Kronotex in Barnwell 
County, Enviva in Greenwood County, 
two Grant Forest Product OSB plants 
in Allendale and Clarendon Counties, 
First Quality in Anderson County, 
Associated Hardwoods in Cherokee 
County and multiple biomass plants 
and log export yards.  Mill production 
is surveyed annually in the Timber 
Products Output program.  Market 
reports are published to promote South 
Carolina forest products, and trade 
missions are organized as a match-
making service between South Carolina 
and foreign companies.  The overall 
economic contribution of forestry to the 
state’s economy is measured periodically, 
with the latest estimate being $21.2 
billion.  A new economic contribution 
report for 2020 is underway now, and 
this report will focus on the impact of 
the pandemic on the various forestry 
sectors.  

Last, but definitely not least to me, 
is the Nursery and Tree Improvement 
(N&TI) program.  Providing seedlings 
to the public for planting on worn-out, 
gullied farmland was one of the earliest 
missions of the Forestry Commission 
in the 1920s.  For the first 25 years of 
our history, the Forestry Commission 
was the only source of seedlings for tree 
planting in South Carolina.  We joined 
the NC State University Cooperative 
Tree Improvement Program in 1963, 
and the Forestry Commission is 
now one of 10 organizations who 
are completing the workload of the 
Coop.  Once a significant part of 
the organization with four nurseries 
and two tree improvement facilities, 
the N&TI Program now has two 

employees, both located at Niederhof 
Forestry Center.  Through a contract 
agreement with ArborGen, the Forestry 
Commission continues our mission of 
providing South Carolina landowners 
with genetically-improved forest tree 
seedlings at competitive prices.   Seed 
and seedlings from our third-cycle 
loblolly orchards are selling well, and we 
are grafting our fourth-cycle orchards.  
Our plans for the future include 
producing high value, control-pollinated 
seedlings where we know both parents.  

Each program has made significant 
contributions to forestry in South 
Carolina.  As I travel rural roads, I 
notice the streamside management 
zones left where none would have 
existed 30 years ago.  Making public 
talks, I am proud to say that we have 
more timber in the state than ever 
recorded…and our FIA records go 
back to the 1930s.  In particular, it is 
extremely rewarding when our timber 
supply results in a mill announcement 
that creates new jobs that support 
South Carolina families.  And then 
there is tree improvement.  I could have 
spent my whole career working in tree 
improvement, and I would have enjoyed 
it.  I hope all employees feel that way 
about their “job.”  

See if you can find the hidden dozer 
located somewhere in this issue of 
Tree Country. (It will be smaller that 
the one to the left and NO, it isn’t 
the one in the header of the Safety 
Message.)

exception is compliance to stream-
crossing BMPs, which typically runs in 
the 80-90% range.  To raise compliance, 
the agency has initiated a temporary 
logging bridge rental program, and we 
are hoping to fund a stream-crossing 
cost-share program soon.  A long-
awaited rewrite of the BMP manual is 
in the works also.  Industry foresters 
have told me that their BMP Forester 
is often the most visible Forestry 
Commission contact to them.  

The FIA program began in the 1930s 
by the US Forest Service as the primary 
way to estimate the health and extent of 
the nation’s forests.  Forest Service FIA 
crews remeasured state permanent plots 
once each decade until 1998 when the 
South Carolina Forestry Commission 
took over plot remeasurement in order 
to provide more timely forest resource 
information.  Byron Rominger was 
hired to lead the program, and over 
the years, 62 foresters and technicians 
have served in FIA.  It has been 
excellent training for young employees, 
as our FIA Foresters are now found 
throughout the agency in positions such 
as program managers and an assistant 
regional forester.  The FIA Program 
has documented the maturation of the 
“wall of wood” that formed following 
Hurricane Hugo.

The Economic Development program 
is responsible for helping our forest 
industry expand to utilize our forest 
resources sustainably.  A team of three 
employees handle these duties from 
the Columbia headquarters.  Forest 
resource data provided by the FIA 
Program are studied in “woodbasket 
analyses” to aid in expansion plans 
of existing mills and location of new 

Adams inspects nursery beds at Taylor Nursery in May 
2019.
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Hydration
Dehydration is the result of the body trying to regulate its temperature naturally through sweating. Maintaining body fluids 

is essential for sweating. You must hydrate before, during, and after work.

• Studies conducted on wildland firefighters indicate that during fire suppression activities firefighters need to drink a 
minimum of one quart of fluid each hour of work.

• Before work, you should take extra fluids to prepare for the heat. Drink one or two cups of water, juice, or a sports drink 
before work.

• While working, drink at least one quart of fluid per hour. Drink as much as you can during the lunch break. Water is 
your greatest need during work in the heat.

• Hyponatremia (abnormally low concentration of sodium in the blood) as a result of excessive water intake is a potentially 
life-threatening complication. It can be prevented when hydration is enhanced by electrolytes, through fluids or food 
containing sodium and potassium.

• After work, it is important to continue drinking to replace fluid losses. Thirst always underestimates fluid needs, so you 
should drink more than you think you need.

• Unacclimatized workers lose more salt in the heat, so they 
need to pay particular attention to salt replacement.

• Don’t overdo salt intake. Excessive salt can impair 
temperature regulation and cause stomach distress, fatigue, 
and other problems.

• You can assess your hydration by observing the volume, 
color, and concentration of your urine. Low volumes of 
dark, concentrated urine or painful urination indicate a 
serious need for rehydration. Other signs of dehydration 
include a rapid heart rate, weakness, excessive fatigue, and 
dizziness.

• Rapid loss of several pounds of body weight is a certain 
sign of dehydration. Rehydrate before returning to 
work; working in a dehydrated state can lead to serious 
consequences, including heat stroke, muscle breakdown, 
and kidney failure.

This safety message comes from the National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) Risk Management Committee’s Six 
Minutes for Safety Program. https://www.nwcg.gov/committee/6mfs

Provided by Training & Safety Manager Stephen Patterson

Kershaw/Lee Sector FMO Cody Watts drinks water while doing a prescribed burn.
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Employee News
No new employees started employment with the agency in April.

Human Resources
–Lynn Rivers

Retiree News
Retired Hampton County Forestry Technician Paul DeLoach passed away April 21. 

Please keep his family and friends in your thoughts and prayers.

Farewells
Dillon/Florence Sector Forestry Technician I Hugh Newell separated from the agency April 11.
Allendale/Hampton/Jasper Sector Forestry Technician I James Mole was killed in a car accident April 20. Please keep his 

family and friends in your thoughts and prayers.

Edgefield/McCormick/Saluda Sector FMO Colton Webb sent in these photos of the dam at the Berry Forestry Center in 
Saluda. The middle photo was after 4 inches of rain on April 18.

Berry Forestry Center Water Levels

April 7 after a rain. April 18 after 4 inches of rain. April 25, level is back to normal.

Year-End Close/Compensated Absences Reminder
Leave taken prior to fiscal year-end, June 30, must be entered and approved by July 8, 2022, to 

allow for proper reporting on the year-end compensated absences report. Time and leave reports 
should be reviewed by administrative liaisons and supervisors and cleared/cleaned up as appropriate 
through the current fiscal year-end date. Please contact the Human Resources Office if you have any 
questions. 

IMPORTANT!
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National Mental Health Awareness Month
May is Mental Health Awareness Month in the United States. It’s a time to raise awareness of those living with mental 

or behavioral issues and to help reduce the stigma so many experience.  A new program is now available to help employees 
manage their mental health. Meru Health is an online health care provider that offers State Health Plan primary members an 
evidence-based program to reduce anxiety, stress, depression, and burnout.

Meru’s 12-week treatment program combines therapist and psychiatrist support, 
a biofeedback training device, anonymous peer support, meditation practices, and 
habit-changing activities for sleep, nutrition and more. The program is divided 
into weekly themes focusing on tackling mental health challenges with multiple 
approaches and building habits to prevent relapses.

You can access the entire program from a smartphone, and it is available at no cost to you.  Learn 
more about the program and enroll at meru.health/cbacares.   

Wondr More, Stress Less and Lose Weight
Wondr is a weight loss program that is clinically proven to help you lose weight, sleep better and 

stress less. This is a digital weight loss program that teaches science-based behavioral skills while you 
enjoy your favorite foods and feel better. 

This program is offered at no cost to you. State Health Plan members, including spouses and 
dependent children ages 18 and older, are eligible to apply. Medicare-primary members are also eligible 
to apply.

You can learn more about the Wondr weight loss program, review Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs) and apply for the program by visiting https://enroll.wondrhealth.com/start?s=PEBA. 

Human Resources
–Chetna Patel

Chetna Patel
Benefits Administrator 
Office:(803) 896-8874   

Fax: (803) 896-8866 
cpatel@scfc.gov

How Can Employees Live a Healthier Lifestyle
Tobacco Cessation

The State Health Plan provides enrollment in the Quit For Life®* program at no cost. An expert Quit Coach will support 
you over the phone, online and via text. Your coach will help you follow a Quitting Plan that is customized to your needs 
and may recommend that a doctor prescribe a tobacco cessation drug. These drugs are available through the State Health 

(continued next page)

https://enroll.wondrhealth.com/start?s=PEBA
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Plan’s prescription drug coverage at no cost at a network pharmacy. To enroll, call (800) 652-7230 or visit www.quitnow.net/
SCStateHealthPlan.  
*Quit For Life is a smoking cessation program provided by independent organizations on behalf of the State Health Plan.

Oral Health
At home, you may find yourself eating more or differently than normal. Don’t forget to practice good oral hygiene.
• Brush for two minutes, twice a day.
• Floss your teeth daily.
• Use fluoridated toothpaste and mouthwash.
• Limit sugary foods and drinks.
• Eat a balanced diet for optimum nutrition.

Stress Management
You may not even realize it, but stress could be making you sick. Many common effects of stress on the body are dismissed as 

merely a passing nuisance:
• Headaches.
• Fatigue.
• Stomach upsets.
• Muscle tension.
• Chest pains.
• Sleep problems.
Left unchecked, stress can play a role in the onset of more serious problems, like diabetes, heart disease, high blood pressure 

and obesity. Our health coaches can create a personalized action plan for managing stress. To connect with a coach, call (855) 
838-5897 and select option 3.

Get Moving
Regular exercise improves your overall health and sense of well-being. You can run, walk, or do yoga, to name a few activities. 

Gardening is peaceful, solitary, and good for the soul. And believe it or not, it’s also a great way to work your major muscle 
groups, such as your abs, back and glutes. With all that bending, squatting, pulling, and pushing, you could burn as much as 
184 calories in just half an hour! 

Rally®
Rally** can help you get healthier one step at a time. Rally is a web and mobile platform offered at no cost to State Health 

Plan Primary members (Standard and Savings Plan) ages 16 and older. Rally will show you how to make simple changes to 
your daily routine, set goals for yourself and stay on target.  Sign in by logging in to your My Health Toolkit® account at 
https://www.southcarolinablues.com/ and selecting Rally under the Wellness tab. If you have not set up an account, you can do 
so at this web address. If you have questions, call (877) 484-7715. 

**Rally is a product of Rally Health Inc., an independent company that offers a digital health platform on behalf of the State 
Health Plan.

The articles shared in this newsletter are from PEBA Health Hub.  If you have questions or need assistance with any of this 
month’s newsletter topics, please contact me at (803) 896-8874 or via email cpatel@scfc.gov.

Human Resources
–Chetna Patel

(continued)

http://www.quitnow.net/SCStateHealthPlan
http://www.quitnow.net/SCStateHealthPlan
https://www.southcarolinablues.com/
mailto:cpatel@scfc.gov
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CURRENT JOB OPENINGS
For complete information on SCFC  job openings visit https://www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/sc, search by agency for “Forestry”.

www.jobs.sc.gov

Job Title:  Communications Specialist II/Dispatcher I   Closing Date/Time: 05/16/22 11:59 PM 
Agency Hiring Range:      Min: $25,509.00   Max: $25,509.00 
Location:   Darlington County, South Carolina  

Niederhof Seed Orchard Manager 
Chris King is a man of many talents. 
Not only is he an expert in seed 
extraction and orchard management, 
but he is also a pastor in The United 
Methodist Church and an avid banjo 
player. Chris was honored to play 
the banjo at the 1982 World’s Fair 
in Knoxville, Tennessee without ever 
having a formal lesson.

Chris started playing the banjo at the 
age of 14, playing by ear. He used his 
grandfather’s 1923 banjo to start with. 
He would get out his little record player, 
listening carefully to the music and 
trying to copy it, repeatedly playing the 
records for hours until he learned the 
song. He played everyday except for two 
in his first year and would much rather 
pick than strum the instrument.

Chris recently was requested to 
play at the SCFC/NWTF Military 
Appreciation turkey hunt entertaining 
those who were waiting on the hunters 
to return. He occasionally posts 

some songs on Facebook, and some 
of his music will hopefully be used 
as background music in upcoming 

Forestry Commission videos.

Chris King: Just A-Pickin’ and A-Grinin’

Niederhof Seed Orchard Manager Chris King plays the banjo at Niederhof Forestry Center for  those waiting on 
hunters to return from a turkey hunt March 31.

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Communications Specialist II/ Dispatcher I Closing Date/Time: 05/16/22 11:59 PM 
Agency Hiring Range:      Min: $22,950.00   Max: $23,549.00 
Location:   Darlington County, South Carolina  

Job Title:  RE-ADVERTISEMENT Communications Specialist II/Dispatcher I  Closing Date/Time: 05/16/22 11:59 PM 
Agency Hiring Range:      Min: $25,509.00   Max: $25,509.00 
Location:   Darlington County, South Carolina  

Job Title:  Human Resources Director I      Closing Date/Time: 06/3/22 11:59 PM 
Agency Hiring Range:      Min: $50,833.00   Max: $84,643.00 
Location:   Richland County, South Carolina  

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sc
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Service Awards for May
Employee’s Name   Position    Location   State Service  
A.J. Wallace   Forestry Technician I   Lynches River Unit  10 years

Allendale/Hampton/Jasper Project Forester Drew 
Pressley received his 10-year service certificate. (Sept. 
2021)

Bamberg/Colleton Sector Forestry Technician I Allen 
Thompson received his 40-year service certificate. (May 
2021)

Lower Charleston/Dorchester Sector Forestry Warden 
Robert Browning received his 20-year service 
certificate. (Oct. 2021)

Aiken/Barnwell Sector Forestry Technician I Bryan Kinard  
received his 20-year service certificate. (Oct. 2021)

Coastal Communications Manager Mike Thomas 
received his 40-year state certificate. (March 2020)

Coastal Dispatcher Bernie Bazzle received her 40-year 
service certificate. (Oct. 2021)

Here are some photos taken at the April 7 Commissioner meeting in Walterboro of employees being presented their service 
certificates from State Forester Scott Phillips and Commission Chair Walt McPhail. With COVID restrictions being lifted, it is 
nice to be able to present these in person.

TREE JOKES
How do bees travel to trees?   They take the buzz. 

Why did the evil queen order her subjects  She was jealous because every 
to cut down all the trees in the kingdom? one of them had a bigger crown than her. 

Why can’t Christmas trees sew?   They always drop their needles.
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FY22 Year-End Instructions IMPORTANT!

IMPORTANT!

The end of Fiscal Year 2022 is fast approaching, and Accounting and Purchasing once again requests your 
assistance to ensure that all deposits and payments are made and are recorded in the correct fiscal year.  To ensure a 
timely and accurate year end close out, all non-essential spending will be cut off during the month of June, to 
include Visa card purchases and travel.  (Specific deadline/cut-off dates are detailed below)  As a reminder, non-
essential spending includes items that are not a necessity and can be purchased after the beginning of the new Fiscal 
Year.

Accounting
 
Payments

All goods and services RECEIVED on or before June 30, 2022, must be paid with Fiscal Year 2022 funds.  After 
July 14, the Comptroller General’s Office will not issue a check for expenditures or travel that were incurred prior to 
June 30, 2022.  

In order to accurately close out the current fiscal year please adhere to the following: 

• Travel:  Do not combine travel documents for the month of June and July.  Any reimbursement for travel 
that occurred during the month of June that is not received in Accounts 
Payable by Friday July 8 will be too late to process by the July 14 cutoff 
date and will not be paid.

• Invoices:  The processing of an invoice can take up to 7 days during year-
end closeout. Because of this, all invoices for goods and services received 
on or before June 30, 2022, should be submitted to the Accounting 
Department no later than Tuesday, July 5, 2022.

• Visa card:  To ensure that Visa card purchases do not cross fiscal years, NO purchases are to be made using the 
Visa card after Friday, June 17, 2022.  Personnel reviewing monthly Visa receipts and reallocating costs should 
begin their reviews immediately after the billing cycle ends on June 27, 2022.  All Visa information should be 
submitted to Tammy Cummings no later than Tuesday, July 5, 2022. Visa card holders may resume purchases 
using their card starting on Friday, July 1, 2022. 

Deposits
All deposit slips transmitted for Fiscal Year 2022 for the month of June must be received by the State Treasurer’s 

Office no later than close of business on Wednesday, July 6, 2022.  All receipts that you have on hand for the month 
of June 2022 must be submitted to Tammy Cummings in the Accounting Department no later than close of 
business on Friday, July 1, 2022. 

Purchasing

Purchasing Cutoff
All purchases made by regular POs are to be completed by the close of business on Friday, June 10, 2022.  The 

only exceptions will be for emergencies. Invoices received for routine services such as utilities, copier leases, etc. are 
to be processed immediately upon receipt and sent to Soni Rai in Accounts Payable for payment. If you have not 
received invoices for these routine services, please contact the appropriate vendor to ensure the invoice is received 
and paid before the July 14 cutoff date.

Landowner Services
All landowner services performed during Fiscal Year 2022 must be invoiced and recorded as revenue in FY 2022.  

Send all service contracts to Tammy Cummings no later than July 1, 2022.

Administration
– Cathy Nordeen
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I’d like to share some privacy tips as we get closer to summer and you start making vacation plans to keep your information 
safe. You may have to download an app for travel, whether it be an airline app or any sort of app that will assist with making 
hotel or dinner reservations. 

When you download apps, it is very important to read what they are doing with your information. Many apps request 
your location, want to track you, and may ask for credit card information. Consider limiting the information you share 
with apps that you don’t use often and consider deleting single-use apps when you no longer need them. Even if you are 
not using the apps, they still may be tracking you. 

Here are some other tips to keep you safe during your vacation:
• Use an email address created just for travel, use it to book hotels, meals and 

tours. 
• Put a travel alert on your credit card and make sure your credit card company can 

reach you if needed.
• Seek out bank ATMs, be wary of generic machines.
• Be careful about connecting to public Wi-Fi networks, it’s best to go under settings and disable 

auto Wi-Fi connection (if you must use public Wi-Fi, never do anything sensitive on it, like 
banking, making purchases, or anything that involves logging in to a secure account).

• Disable location services while traveling.
• Don’t post pictures or post about travel, it’s best to wait until you return from vacation, so 

criminals don’t figure out that you aren’t home.
• Using a passport cover not only protects your passport but it protects your privacy so people 

around you don’t see which country you are from.

Administration
– Dana Austin

Dana Austin
Privacy Officer

Office: (803) 896-8805
daustin@scfc.gov

BEWARE WHEN DOWNLOADING APPS FOR PLANNING VACATION TRAVEL
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In a note attached to his services invoice, a landowner in Saluda County wrote regarding assistance with a 
prescribed burn:

I would like to commend and compliment the members of your team, especially Mr. Colton Webb, for 
their courteous and professional service.
Saluda County Landowner

1. A dollar bill is 6.1 inches long and 2.6 inches wide... makes for a great ruler in 
a pinch.

2. Have a rusty chain?  After tying it to a hitch in 2 or 3 links, slowly pull it 
across a freshly disked up field. Take care not to step on the chain and/or pull 
it loose, this will knock the rust off and clean up the chain.

Tips from Pee Dee Regional Forester Mike Ney:

TIPS of the TRADE
We are introducing a new regular column that will hopefully provide some insight to new 

employees. If you have tips for any of our forestry jobs that might help new employees or enlighten 
others, please send them to mjohnson@scfc.gov. 

If your tip is used you will receive a free annual subscription to Tree Country.

The Coastal Region received a $1,000 contribution for their 
firefighting efforts in stopping an escaped control burn in 
March.

The check from Elgerbar Corporation included a note 
at the bottom that read: “Thank you for your help with the 
control burn that got out of control. Scott Ulmer, AllenThompson 
and Mr. Breland are to be commended on their skills and 
professionalism. Deeply appreciated.”

Coastal Region Receives a $1,000 Contribution
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Harbison Recognized for Community Involvement
Environmental Education Coordinator 
Matt Schnabel and Assistant Environmental 
Education Coordinator Beth Foley were 
recognized for their support of student 
education at Dutch Fork Elementary 
School in Columbia at the Lexington-
Richland School District Five Community 
Involvement Celebration April 21. 
Dutch Fork Elementary School Resident 
Scientist Amy Umberger submitted a 
nomination for Harbison State Forest 
(where Beth and Matt work at the 
Environmental Education Center) in the 
Elementary Outstanding Business Partner 
category and it was chosen among many 
other nominations from other elementary 
schools in the district. 
Beth and Matt frequently work with Dutch 
Fork Elementary because it is a magnet 
school for environmental science and is 
located near Harbison State Forest. Students 
at the school have also done community 
service and have attended school programs 
and the Wood Magic Forest Fair at 
Harbison State Forest. The common goals 
of the school and the Forestry Commission 
-to educate people about natural resource 
conservation - make it a natural fit for 
partnering on many initiatives.
Quoted from the nomination:
“Dutch Fork Elementary School nominates 
Harbison State Forest as our Outstanding 

Business Partner for 2021-22. Matt 
Schnabel and Beth Foley from Harbison 
State Forest served our school by planning 
environmental lessons for our students in 
1st, 2nd and 4th grades while our resident 

scientist was out due to medical leave.
These business partners have made great 
impact by serving as mentors to our 5th 

grade students on their environmental 
science projects, meeting with students 
virtually on a weekly basis. In this role, they 
sent materials to students to use for their 
projects, as well as sending tools required 
to collect advanced data. The extra effort 
required to put the materials in the hands 
of students was greatly appreciated. The 
projects would not have been successful 
without this support. Students in their 
groups gained skills in graphing, problem 
solving, and critical thinking. They 
learned technical science vocabulary and 
gained cooperation and conflict-solving 
skills. One student commented that 
she felt she is now ‘a 
better community 
member, since 
I know how 
contamination 
can affect the 
air, our lungs, 
and our 
health.’”

Resident Scientist Amy Umberger, Environmental 
Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel and Dutch 
Fork Elementary School principal Julius Scott at the 
ceremony.

Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel (center left) received the Outstanding Business Partner award from Lexington-Richland District 5 Board Member 
Catherine Huddle, Board Vice-Chair Ken Loveless, Dutch Fork Elementary School Principal Julius Scott, Board Chair Jan Hammond and  Superintendent Dr. Akil E. Ross, Sr.
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Edwards Assists with Planting Trees on Cypress Trail

Urban
–Lois Edwards

Edwards enjoyed catching up with Haynes and planting trees.

Did You Know?
The first novel ever written on a typewriter was Tom  Sawyer. 
The San Francisco Cable cars are the only mobile  National  Monuments. 
Only two  people signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4, John Hancock and Charles  
Thomson.  Most of the rest signed it on August 2, but the last signature wasn’t added until 5 years 
later.

Trees on the trail (pictured 
left and right).

Pee Dee Urban Forester Lois Edwards,  City of Sumter 
Urban Forester Brock McDanials and retired Clarendon 
County Project Forester Woody Haynes planted bald cypress 
trees on the Cypress Trail March 30. Woody is 87 and retired 
from the Commission in 2002. He still is doing forestry 
education. 

McDaniels and Haynes plant a cypress tree.
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Stono River Park Reforestation Efforts
Stono River County Park, managed 

by Charleston County Parks Recreation 
and Tourism (CCPRT), opened in 2019 
and shortly after the Asian Longhorned 
Beetle (ALB) was detected in the park 
in 2020, which resulted in the removal 
of about 50 mature red maple and 
American elm trees from an island on 
park property. 

Currently 73 square miles are 
quarantined for ALB in South Carolina 
in Charleston and Dorchester counties. 
The CCPRT staff requested assistance 
from the Forestry Commission to 
receive input on their site preparations, 
planting plans, and to address the next 
challenge battling the invasive Chinese 
tallow.   

CCPRT staff came up with a plan 
to remove all the trees infected, and 
to start reforesting the land as there 
were lots of bare spots for sunlight 
and opportunistic plants to take over.  
Urban Forestry Coordinator Frances 
Waite suggested species that are native, 
can tolerate salt and periods of drought 
to assist in proper tree selection.  Forest 
Management Chief Russell Hubright 
was able to give guidance for when 
the best time was to spray herbicide to 
make sure the site was properly prepped 
before planting the young trees to give 
them a high success rate.  

There were many unique challenges 
to prep and plant the sites on the island.  
As there is only one narrow boardwalk 
to get to the island, transporting 
potted oak trees, hauling water for the 
initial plantings, water for subsequent 
waterings, and carrying the tools needed 
were all concerns for making this a 
success.  The efforts put forth by the 
staff in the office and out in the field 
were successful.  Herbicide was sprayed 
in January 2022 to prep the sites for 
planting.  There were two planting 

Urban forestry staff and CCPRT staff  on the Stono River County Park boardwalk after the initial site visit. (Left to 
right) Urban Forestry Coordinator Frances Waite, CCPRT Parks Manager Michael Bradley, Coastal Urban Forester Cara 
Specht, EQIP Burning Coordinator Lowe Sharpe, CCPRT  Land Resource Planner Adam Ronan and Forest Management 
Chief Russell Hubright

days in March 2022.  The first day 10 
people from the Charleston County 
Parks Stewardship Committee planted 
over 50 seedlings.  On the second day, 
there were about 30 Charleston County 
Parks staff that planted 63 gallon plants.   
Some species that were planted are 
Loblolly pine and sand live oak. Tree 
guards were put around the sand live 
oak trees and loblolly pines to protect 
them and serves as a marker where the 
seedlings were planted.    

Charleston County Parks has decided 
to install slow-drip tree hydrating bags 
that will need to be refilled weekly.  The 
next phase is to plant container-grown 
native trees and shrubs throughout 
the park.  Secondary efforts to battle 

Chinese tallow have started to keep 
them from colonizing the new gaps that 
have been created by the removal of red 
maple and American elm trees.  There 
will be an ongoing effort in mechanical 
removal of invasive species that are in 
the larger disturbed areas.  Chinese 
privet will continue to be a concern as 
efforts to regenerate the island’s habitat 
continues.  

SCFC efforts to assist the Charleston 
County Parks will be ongoing, as 
the plantings mature and provide 
recommendations on managing Chinese 
tallow and Chinese privet. 

  After trees were removed, herbicide was sprayed at 
the planting sites.

  Seedlings were planted by CCPRT staff. Cara Specht is 
standing on same stump pictured to the left.

Urban Forestry
–Cara Specht
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Spring 2022 Southern Pine Beetle Trapping Season

Forest Health
–David Jenkins

As you read this we are wrapping up 
our spring 2022 southern pine beetle 
trapping season. This survey covers 32 
counties with three traps in each of 
those counties. We don’t sample along 
the sandhills, which historically have 
not experienced much southern pine 
beetle activity. Based on the number of 
southern pine beetles and clerid beetles 
(key predators of the southern pine 
beetle) in each trap over five weeks we 
get an accurate idea of where we need 
to focus our surveys. So far this year, it 
looks like populations are low overall, 
though data is still coming in. When 
the data is in from all of the counties 
we will issue a final report with our 
predictions for the year, specifically any 
counties that we expect to experience 
southern pine beetle outbreaks during 
the growing season. This report is 
a valuable tool for forest managers 
throughout the state, as well as a good 
historical document of trends over the 
past couple of decades.

A lot of work goes into the trapping 
season: Forest Health Lab Manager  
Kevin Douglas orders all the supplies 
(specimen cups, replacement trap parts, 
rope, water, alcohol, and the various 
lures) in the summer and fall of the 
year prior to trapping. Just before 
trapping  begins, the components are 
assembled into bags for each county 
and distributed to the foresters and 
technicians who will be setting up the 
traps and checking them every week for 
five weeks. The foresters and technicians 
return the specimens to the Insect and 
Disease Lab where Kevin identifies and 
counts the southern pine beetles and 
clerids. Kevin enters all this data into 
our own records, as well as a regional 
database so we can see trends almost 
real-time in adjacent states. Once we are 
done, we often pass the specimens on to 
the Clemson Entomology Collection. 
They can sift through the remaining 

Trapping results show no SPB (blue) or less than 100 SPB (green or yellow). Counties with darker colors indicate 
a higher risk for SPB based on historical data and recent timber volumes, but do not reflect risk based on current 
trapping results.

insects to look for insects of interest, so 
even more data is generated.

The traps use a combination of lures: 
frontalin, alpha pinene, and endo-
brevicomin. These are components 
of turpentine and aggregation 
pheromones for the beetles and can 
attract them from a great distance. 
Placing these lures within a pine 
stand can attract enough beetles to 
start a spot and, according to retired 
SCFC entomologist Andy Boone that 
did happen when populations were 
much higher. For this reason, foresters 
and technicians place their traps in 
hardwood drains adjacent to pine 
stands. 

We are very proud of South 
Carolina’s trapping data as it is likely 
the most accurate and reliable in the 
country! We appreciate the hard work 
of the foresters and technicians who 
diligently collect for us and give us 
accurate information so we can produce 
an accurate report!

Forest Health Lab Manager Kevin Douglas count insects 
from traps looking for SPB. Below is a SPB sample being 
counted.
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Forest Tent Caterpillars Abundant in Lowcountry 

Forest Health
–David Jenkins

If you live in Dorchester, Hampton 
or Colleton counties, you have probably 
noticed a lot of caterpillars recently. 
Populations of the forest tent caterpillar, 
Malacosoma disstria, have been especially 
high this spring, causing extensive 
defoliation along our hardwood 
bottoms of the Edisto, Salkehatchie and 
Savannah Rivers. 

The caterpillars will soon disappear, 
if they haven’t already. They will find 
somewhere to spin a silken cocoon and 
pupate, emerging as an adult moth 
later in the summer. The female adults 
will attach egg clusters to branches of 
preferred host trees like oak, sweetgum, 
tupelo and maple, but they will feed 
on most hardwoods. The eggs will 
overwinter and the caterpillars will 
emerge in early spring next year. They 
use silken highways to feed gregariously, 
beginning the process all over again. 

Outbreaks do not usually occur 
in the following years in the same 
areas as diseases can build up in large 
populations. Also, some host trees will 
produce anti-herbivore compounds in 

the year after they are defoliated.
The defoliated trees will leaf out again 

and remain healthy.

Forest tent caterpillars are  currently defoliating forests along the Edisto, Salkehatchie and Savannah Rivers.

An aerial view of 
some of the forest 
tent caterpillar 
defoliation along the 
Salkehatchie River 
near Yemassee.
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Admins Enjoy Administrative Professionals Conference

Administration
–Tonya Steadman

Several Forestry Commission 
administrative personnel from all over 
the state celebrated Administrative 
Professionals Day by getting out of 
the office. They attended the annual 
Administrative Professionals Conference 
April 27 at the Columbia Metropolitan 
Convention Center. The event was 
emceed by WIS-TV news anchor 
Judi Gatson who made sure the ladies 
enjoyed the conference.

 The keynote speaker was Rhonda 
Scharf who entertained and enlightened 
attendees with her Sometimes You’re 
the Windshield – Sometimes You’re the 
Bug! presentation.

Several SCFC personnel won door 
prizes at the event, and all had a great 
time spending the day with other 
administrative personnel.

Some of the administrative personnel pose with Mav, the Midlands Tech mascot. 
Pictured are Kacee Collins Pee Dee Administrative Specialist, Ashley McFaddin, Lenora 
Stukes, Mav, Tracy Fulmer and Melissa Bickley.

Gatson got Pee Dee Sr. Administrative Assistant Susan Gensel (between the balloons)  
up on stage to do the wobble dance.

Emcee Judi Gatson 
happily posed with 
Melissa Bickley and 
Tracy Fulmer.

Administrative Coordinator Tonya Steadman, Pee Dee Sr. Administrative Assistant Susan Gensel, Piedmont 
Administrative Specialist Tracy Fulmer, Construction & Property Sr. Administrative Assistant Lenora Stukes, Judi 
Gatson, Protection Sr. Administrative Assistant Ashley McFaddin, Harbison Administrative Assistant Lisa Hart and 
Piedmont Sr. Administrative Assistant Melissa Bickley
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Girl Scout Cadette “Naturalist” Tree Badge Workshop

Education
–Beth Foley

The SC Forestry Commission 
partnered with the Girl Scouts of 
SC Mountains to Midlands to host 
the Cadette “Naturalist” Tree Badge 
Workshop April 22. Twenty-six Girl 
Scouts attended the training at the 
Cathy Novinger Leadership Center 
in downtown Columbia for the first 
time ever. The program is usually held 
at Harbison State Forest. Scouts had 
the opportunity to attend an Earth 
Day themed overnight program at the 
Leadership Center, in addition to the 
tree badge training held on Saturday 
morning. 

Assistant Education Coordinator Beth 
Foley led the program along with City 
of Columbia Reforestation Program 
Coordinator Ann Huyler. Ann kicked 
off the workshop by teaching the scouts 
about proper tree planting techniques 
and caring for  a newly planted tree. All 
of the scouts participated in planting a 
five foot tall magnolia “Jane” tree at the 
Gist Street Boat Landing, just down the 
road from the Leadership Center. 

Foley then helped scouts meet their 
requirement to “make a creative project 
staring trees” by creating leaf printed 
coasters and leaf casts out of Plaster 
of Paris. Next, scouts “dug into the 
amazing science of trees” and learned 
how to identify five different tree species 
based on their leaf characteristics. Scouts 
wrapped up the workshop by “exploring 
the connection between people and 
trees” and developed their own dream 
tree garden. Scouts learned about a 
variety of landscaping goals, what tree 
species can be planted to meet those 
goals and designed their own landscape 
architecture plan. 

This was the first time that the 
Forestry Commission has partnered 

The group of scouts with Beth and Ann after they finished planting the magnolia tree at the Gist Street Boat 
Landing.

with the City of Columbia to put on 
this in-person program for the Girl 
Scouts. Ann Huyler was a huge asset 
to this workshop, and the SCFC 
Education Staff looks forward to 
partnering with her in the future. 

Girl scouts add mulch to the newly planted tree.Ann Huyler holds the tree while scouts fill in with soil.
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Kershaw County tree farmer and 
supporter of our Military Appreciation 
hunts Billy Nowlen showed off his 
beautiful property managed for 
wildlife and timber March 17 while 
participating in an upcoming video on 
prescribed fire.

Manage for Multiple Uses

Firewise Field Coordinator Andy 
Johnson snapped the photo to the left of 
sunrise on Wadmalaw Island outside of 
Charleston March 3.

He snapped the photo on the right 
of Aiken/Barnwell Sector Forestry 
Technician I Thomas Scott after he 
controlled a wildfire on some property.
The fire had crept into several yards 
during the very busy fire days in early 
March. Thomas sat down for a break on 
a toilet located outside of a home. The 
toilet actually flushed as rain water had 
filled the tank and bowl. You can see the 
burned area in the yard behind him and 
the melted vinyl siding.

Pretty and Pretty Funny
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Niederhof  Hosts Three Turkey Hunts
Niederhof Forestry Center (NFC)

hosted three turkey hunts in 
cooperation with the National Wild 
Turkey Federation (NWTF) and the SC 
National Guard (SCNG). 

The first turkey hunt of the year was a 
youth hunt held March 18-19 for three 
SCNG children. Gabe Hill harvested 
his first turkey with his guide State 
Forester Scott Phillips. 

Before the hunt the Forestry 
Commission was presented an acrylic 
award “presented in recognition of 
exceptional service in supporting the 
South Carolina National Guard and its 
families 2022.”

The second hunt was a Military 
Appreciation Hunt held March 30-31 
for one soldier and two NWTF hunt 
auction winners (one soldier couldn’t 
come due a family emergency). Even 
in very strong winds auction winner 
Wayne Wheeler from Virginia and 
SCNG Alpha Company 2151 Aviation 
sensor operator Michael Silverman 
harvested nice gobblers on the hunt 
March 31. Wheeler said, “My guide 
(Pete Stuckey) was awesome. This is a 
beautiful place. I hope to come back 
next year.”

The third and final turkey hunt of 
the season was held April 21-22 for 
the Women in the outdoors (WITO). 
All three hunters were personnel of 
NWTF or the SCFC.  This hunt 
gives personnel, who usually don’t 
get outdoors, a chance to experience 
a hunt and learn about the art 
of turkey hunting while helping 
manage the turkey population at 
NFC. Williamsburg Sector Forestry 
Technician I Jackie Welch and 
Georgetown Sector Forestry Technician 
I Tracey Scalzott represented the 
Forestry Commission. All three hunters 
either saw or heard turkeys on the hunt 
and enjoyed  many laughs.

Jackie Welch harvested her first 
gobbler on her first turkey hunt with 
State Forester Scott Phillips and was 
very excited.

State Forester Scott Phillips and Coastal Assistant Regional Forester Kip Terry pose with the three youth hunters 
March 19. Gabe Hill harvested  his first turkey; a gobbler with a 10 1/4” beard weighing 17.3 lbs.

Hunt participants at the windy SCFC/NWTF Military Appreciation hunt March 30-31.

(More photos next page)

Participants of the Women in the Outdoors hunt April 21-22.
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SCNG Michael Silverman harvested his first turkey March 
31 with State Forester Scott Phillips.

Auction winner Wayne Wheeler harvested a gobbler 
with guide Edisto Unit Forester Pete Stuckey.

(Hunts continued)

SC National Guard Youth Programs Director James Harris presented State Forester Scott Phillips with an acrylic 
recognition of service award for supporting the SCNG and its families March 18.

Tracey Scalzott patterns her shot gun on the range.

Williamsburg Sector Forestry Technician I Jackie Welch, 
Georgetown Sector Forestry Technician I Tracey Scalzott 
and NWTF’s Tara Moon had a fun time at the WITO 
turkey hunt.

National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week
We celebrate National Public Safety 

Telecommunicators Week every second 
week of April by recognizing our first 
responders who work in the Forestry 
Commission’s three regional dispatch 
centers in Florence, Newberry and 
Walterboro. They are the first line 
of defense against wildfires in South 
Carolina, taking calls from the public, 
contacting the nearest suppression 
resources and directing firefighters to 
blazes in every corner of the state. Our 
forests enjoy the protection of their 
faithful, ‘round-the-clock watch.’

During the week several firefighters 
around the state took treats to their 
dispatch centers to thank them and 
show their appreciation.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SERVICE!

Dillon/Florence Sector Forestry Technician I James Bailey 
brought delicious snacks for the Pee Dee dispatchers 
and office personnel April 14.
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Sumter County Wildfire Burns 160 Acres
Three firefighting units and Clarendon/Sumter Sector FMO 

McDuffie Miles responded to a 160-acre wildfire April 15 
in the Shiloh area of Sumter County. The fire was burning 
behind homes and a community center. It was started from 
a prescribed burn a few days earlier that had jumped lines. 
Dillon/Florence Sector Forestry Warden Paul Alexander, 
Clarendon/Sumter Sector Forestry Technicians Billy Green 
and Bill Coker responded to the wildfire and had it controlled 
and contained within three hours.

Clarendon/Sumter Sector Forestry Technician I Bill Coker smiles as he gets back in the 
cab of his dozer.

Bill Coker pushes a burning snag off the line.

Clarendon/Sumter Sector Forestry Technician I Billy Green  plows around the edge of 
the woods.

Dillon/Florence Sector Forestry Warden Paul Alexander starts a second line behind the 
homes.

With the help of gusty winds, the fire racing through the woods.

Alexander and Green’s transports sit by the road as Paul and Billy plow lines to stop 
the fire.
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Prescribed Burns Performed in Upstate
Forestry Commission personnel, with the assistance of The Nature Conservancy (TNC) personnel, performed  prescribed 

burns on Table Rock State Park and the Greenville Watershed in April.
Greenville/Pickens Sector FMO Ray Cassell led the crew in doing the burns. Other Forestry Commission personnel involved 

were Piedmont Assistant Regional Forester Brad Bramlett, Greenville/Pickens Sector Forestry Technician I Ronnie Patterson 
and Piedmont Forestry Center Manager Chris McCorkle.

Greenville/Pickens Sector FMO Ray Cassell gives a briefing before the 33-acre burn at 
Table Rock State Park April 11.

When burning on a slope you need to burn and let the fire back down the hill like this 
line on Table Rock.

Urban Forestry Personnel
All of the foresters who assist with urban  and community forestry work got together April 19 at the headquarters for a 

meeting and a photo opportunity with Forest Management Chief Russell Hubright.

Full-time urban foresters: Piedmont Urban Forester Dena Whitesides, Coastal Urban 
Forester Cara Specht and Urban Coordinator Frances Waite.

EQIP Burning Coordinator Lowe Sharpe, Whitesides, Specht, Pee Dee Urban Forester 
Lois Edwards, Waite and Forest Management Chief Russell Hubright

A TNC employee strings fire on a prescribed burn at the Greenville Watershed April 12. Fire burns slowly downhill at the Greenville Watershed.
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Former Forestry Commission Commissioner Micky Scott was recently honored 
with Clemson University’s Distinguished Service Award.

The Clemson Alumni Association’s Distinguished Service Award is the highest 
honor that the Association can bestow upon an alumnus or alumna. It is given 
to those former students who have not only devoted their life to professionalism 
and public service but who have also demonstrated a lifelong dedication to 
Clemson University. The Distinguished Service Award is based upon three main 
criteria – dedication and service to Clemson University; personal and professional 
accomplishments; and devotion to one’s community and public service. Through 
a competitive nomination process, members of the Clemson family may promote 
and support those who have given back in many ways and who deserve the honor of 
being recognized by the Alumni Association and their alma mater. You can view all of 
Micky’s accomplishments and watch a video at https://alumni.clemson.edu/mitchell-
s-micky-scott-75/.

Allendale resident Micky Scott received a Bachelor of Science in Forest 
Management from Clemson in 1975. The Batesburg native is president of Collum’s 
Lumber Products, a fourth-generation family owned company founded in the 1930s. 
The company is one of the most advanced sawmill and planer operations in the 
Southeast. Its mill is capable of producing 200 million board feet per year while maintaining Sustainable Forestry Initiative 
certification for operations and practices that promote forest sustainability for future generations.

Micky has served in numerous leadership roles in support of the forest industry and related professions. He is a member and 
former chair of the Forestry Association of South Carolina and received its distinguished service award in 2019. He served 
for 16 years on the SC Forestry Commission and is a former member of the SC Wildlife Federation and the Palmetto Agri-
Business Council. He and his family are major contributors to Clemson’s College of Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences. 
They are recognized as the college’s first Academic Cornerstone Partner because of the generous endowments they have 
established for undergraduate scholarships, graduate fellowships, faculty and program support, and a forestry summer camp.

Micky helped Clemson create its Wood Utilization + Design Institute and is active with the institute as a board member and 
corporate partner. He also helped the Clemson University Real Estate Foundation develop its Timberland Legacy Program, 
which allows landowners to use their timberland to benefit Clemson while ensuring that the land is managed and protected.

He has donated lumber for undergraduate and graduate research by students in the Department of Forestry and 
Environmental Conservation and recently made a substantial gift of lumber to help construct a graduate house at the Belle W. 
Baruch Institute of Coastal Ecology and Forest Science in Georgetown.

His many community service activities range from being an annual sponsor of various charity events in Allendale to 
supporting the non-profit Center for Heirs’ Property Preservation, which protects heirs’ property and promotes its sustainable 
use to provide increased economic benefit to historically underserved families in 22 counties in the Lowcountry, Midlands and 
Pee Dee. He has provided lumber for handicap ramps in his community, decking for the Harbison Environmental Center in 
Columbia and rebuilding a local animal shelter.

Micky is a member and elder at Allendale Presbyterian Church. He and his wife, Amy, have two sons and daughters-in-law: 
Justin (Clemson class of 2003) and his wife, Winter; and Jake and his wife, Mallory

Former Commissioner Micky Scott Honored by Clemson

Ever Wonder...
If a jogger runs at the speed of sound, can he still hear his iPod?
What do you do when you see an endangered animal that is eating an endangered plant?
If glassblowers inhale do they get a pane in the stomach?
Why isn’t there mouse-flavored cat food?
Is it OK to use the AM radio after noon?

https://alumni.clemson.edu/mitchell-s-micky-scott-75/
https://alumni.clemson.edu/mitchell-s-micky-scott-75/
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An outbreak of up to 45 tornadoes struck the southern United States April 5, 
leaving a swath of severe storm damage. The hardest hit states were South Carolina 
and Georgia and the strongest tornado (an EF3) struck the small town of Allendale 
in the late afternoon. Notably, violent winds completely destroyed many buildings 
and injured several people, with at least one fatality.

Meteorologists tracked the storm on radar as it intensified and issued an extremely 
rare tornado emergency, reserved for only the most dangerous situations. The tornado 
lofted debris higher than 10,000 feet and deposited it up to 50 miles away from the 
tornado touchdown point.

 This tornado also touched down just northwest of Ulmer and rapidly intensified to 
EF2 strength over mainly unpopulated land. Passing over the intersection of U.S. 321 
and U.S. 301 in Bamberg County, the tornado turned northeastward and quickly 
strengthened to a high-end EF3 with sustained winds of 160 mph as it snapped two 
miles of pine trees.  The tornado caused damage along a 35-mile long path from 
Allendale County into Bamberg and Orangeburg Counties. Remarkably, three other 
storms tracked over the exact same area later in the afternoon, producing additional 
tornadoes.

Multiple rounds of tornadoes appeared to have touched down in South Carolina. 
An EF2 tornado was confirmed in Clarendon County, while an EF1 crossed through 
Lexington and Calhoun counties. Another EF2 crossed through Aiken and Lexington 
counties. Marion and Horry County were hit by an EF1 and several EF0 tornadoes 
touched down across the state.

That evening and the next day, SCFC personnel responded to the hardest hit area 
(near Ehrhardt) and cleared roads.  Carrying out this work were Bamberg/Colleton 
Sector Forestry Technicians Steven Chassereau, Ronnie Jones, Johnny Crider, 
Madison Harrington, and Sector FMO Scott Ulmer.  

Forest Protection Chief Darryl Jones contacted National Weather Service (NWS) 
offices and began to receive tornado track information. GIS Manager Kris Robbins 
downloaded shape files provided by the NWS and he and Rural Forestry Program 
Manager Chisolm Beckham established polygons of these tornado tracks. Forest 
Health Coordinator David Jenkins flew with Coastal pilot John “Bobo” Smith 
to determine where the most extensive damage took place. They discovered that 
forestland in Allendale, Bamberg and Orangeburg Counties sustained the highest 
level of damage.

Chisolm used this information along with information provided by Coastal 
pilot Chuck Platts to establish the location of field plots and GIS Analyst Andrew 
Reed developed data collection forms using Survey 1-2-3.  FIA Coordinator Byron 
Rominger took the lead on collecting data from these plots along with FIA Foresters 
Brandon Benedict, Logan Bell, Wesley Bouknight, Steven Broom, and Luke Porter. 
They surveyed over 6,000 acres and found that while most of the plots had some 
amount of timber damage, only about 315 acres would need to be reforested (see 
table on the next page). 

Chisolm analyzed this data and determined that the damage to the state’s timber resources from these storms was 
approximately $741,860.  He contacted the Farm Service Agency (FSA), informing them that landowners in affected counties 
may be eligible for the Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP).  This program - https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-
and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-forest-restoration/index - pays approximately 75% of the cost of site 

Tornadoes Hit the South

Protection Chief Darryl Jones took this photo as he flew 
a drone over the path of a tornado.

New Holland Fire Department took this photo of one of 
our dozers cleaning up after the storms.

EF3 Tornado near Allendale. (WRDW)

Management
–Russell Hubright

(continued next page)

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-forest-restoration/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-forest-restoration/index
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Tornadoes (continued)

preparation and tree planting for areas 
that suffered storm damage.  For more 
information, contact your local FSA 
office through agency’s interactive map 
page or call the state FSA office at (803) 
806-3820.

“From a statewide perspective, this 
timber damage represents very little 
of the state’s total timber value,” said 
SCFC Forest Management Chief Russell 
Hubright. “But for those landowners 
who were adversely affected, the damage 
has a very real negative impact. So, our 
focus right now is providing technical 
expertise to individual landowners and 
helping them access any federal financial 
assistance that will be available.”

This map shows the paths that tornadoes took  on April 5.

Bamberg/Colleton Sector FMO Scott Ulmer took the two photos above of tornado damage from the April 5 tornadoes.
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Niederhof Seed Orchard Manager Chris King and Allendale/Hampton/Jasper Project Forester Drew Pressley check on 
the grafted pines behind the shop at Niederhof Forestry Center April 22.

Kershaw/Lancaster /Lee Project Forester Gwyn 
Cloninger took this photo of an unusual “sun dog” near 
the Camden office April 21.

Edisto Unit Forester Pete Stuckey snapped this photo of  young longleaf in Allendale 
County. The trees were blown down by the tornadoes that hit Allendale April 5. Notice 
how the buds are turned and reaching for the sky even after being blown over.

Urban Forestry Coordinator Frances Waite snapped this photo of Edgefield/McCormick/
Saluda Sector FMO Colton Webb on Longhorn Asian Beetle assignment in Charleston.
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Edgefield/McCormick/Saluda Sector FMO Colton Webb 
took this photo of a rock that shows signs of spalling 
after a fire in Saluda County March 7.

Forest Protection Chief Darryl Jones captured this beautiful photo of Lowndesville fire tower in Abbeville County with 
his drone.

Retired forester Roy Boyd sent in this photo of the Lesslie fire tower near Rock Hill. The Rock Hill Drone Guy took the 
photo and Roy got permission for us to use it.

Environmental Education Coordinator Matt 
Schnabel took this photo of mountain laurel on the 
Eagle Trail at Harbison State Forest.
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Edgefield/McCormick/Saluda Sector FMO Colton Webb sent in these photos of activities in his sector.

Photos from the Piedmont West

Grass fire in Edgefield County March 25.

Henry Hutto prepares to fly the drone over a 211 acres prescribed burn in Edgefield 
County March 15.

(left to right) Edgefield/McCormick/Saluda Sector Forestry Technician I Sammy 
Connelly, Edgefield/McCormick/Saluda Project Forester Henry Hutto, Piedmont 
Regional Forester Mike Bozzo and Forestry Technician I  David Morrah prepare to start 
a baseline on a 25-acrce burn in southern Saluda County March 2.

(left to right) Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens sector Forestry Technicians Chuck Milner 
and Brian Parnell, Edgefield/McCormick/Saluda Project Forester Henry Hutto and 
Piedmont Assistant Regional Forester Brad Bramlett prepare to finish up a burn in 
Edgefield County March 15.

Cherokee/Chester/York Sector Forestry Technician I Lamar Batchelor and Forestry Warden Donnie Hampton put in firebreaks at Kings Mountain State Park. This is part of a WUI 
project to protect both the Love Valley Community and the assets at Kings Mountain State Park. Our staff will be conducting the park’s first prescribed burn as part of this WUI 
project.

Piedmont East Prepares Kings Mountain State Park for Burn
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Our Law Enforcement Investigators are the “secret ninjas” that we don’t hear much about. I recently got the opportunity to 
follow two of them around as they investigated some fires in the Coastal Region. Investigators have a very important job in our 
agency. It is amazing how they can find the origin of a fire by looking at burnt grass and trees. Here are few photos of Coastal 
Region Investigator Danny Collins and Pee Dee Regional Investigator Winn McCaskill as they investigated a fire.

A Day With Law Enforcement Investigators

Law Enforcement Investigators Danny Collins and Winn McCaskill search for any type 
of incendiary device that could have started the fire.

After finding the point of origin, Winn and Danny measure the distance from the 
highway, take notes and mark the area. 

Winn uses a metal detector to try to find evidence.

Winn and Danny carefully search the area for evidence to collect.
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Flying Wildfire Detection and Suppression
Over the past twenty-five years, South Carolina wildland 

firefighters have come to depend heavily on aircraft. Light 
planes have proved to be effective in finding forest fires. In 
addition to detecting the fires, aerial observers evaluate the 
severity of each fire and provide information necessary to 
determine the type of response that is needed.

On large fires in particular, the aerial observer’s overall 
view of the fire scene can provide valuable information to the 
firefighter on the ground. Through radio communication, 
the aerial observer supplies ground crews with information 
on access, fire location and behavior, fire size, degree of 
containment, and breakovers. The airplane also provides a 
safety function, advising the firefighter of possible danger 
situations and escape routes.

Flying in heavy smoke and high winds can be very 
dangerous for the pilots but their view is invaluable to 
fire suppression. Pilots, thank you for putting up with the 
turbulence and dangerous conditions to keep South Carolina 
and our firefighters safe!

Price checks on  a prescribed  fire in Williamsburg County April 13 .

Pee Dee Pilot James “Heavy” Price flies aerial detection April 13 over the Black River 
Unit.

A couple of smokes could be seen in the South Island area outside of Georgetown.

Price flying over a fire in Chesterfield County April 27.

Remaining State Holiday in May

May 30 Memorial Day
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Pee Dee Administrative Specialist Kacee Collins had some fun with her family in April when her husband Travis bought a 
boat car. He purchased the interesting vehicle from a man in North Carolina who created the unique vehicle made from a van 
and a boat shell. It will travel at speeds like normal vehicles and has seat belts, but it is difficult to get into since it has no doors. 
You have to climb up the back like a real boat. Kacee, Travis and their two children enjoyed cruising around Hartsville and to 
Lake Robinson, You can imagine the looks they get on the road. Sadly, they only got to enjoy it a few weeks before Travis sold 
it to YouTube sensation Carter Sharer.

Collins Sails Around Town

Kacee enjoyed riding the S.S. Minnow, named after the boat from Gilligan’s Island, around town. 

These photos are from the man who built the vehicle showing how he took a van and cut out the top and attached the boat to it.
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Shealy Retirement Lunch
A retirement lunch was held for retired State Lands Coordinator Mike Shealy April 19 at the headquarters. Mike retired 

Jan. 5 and COVID delayed the event planned earlier. Current and former employees attended the event and enjoyed a catered 
barbecue meal from Hudson’s. Mike also received some special gifts in addition to the framed service certificate, cash and a 
traditional Dean Carson keepsake box. One was a poster with a message written in candy, and he loved his personalized pink 
“hot pants.”Congratulations on your retirement Mike. We wish you the best!

Mike received his service certificate from State Forester Scott Phillips.Administrative Coordinator Tonya Steadman presented Mike with his special gifts.

Mike shows off his new pants. Mike has a tendency to wear shorts way above the 
knees.

Candy poster on the right  reads: Mike, You have reached the ultimate PAYDAY and 
SKORed . No, it’s not a $100 GRAND or a trip to New YORK or a rocket ship or ORBIT 
the MILKY WAY or even a WHATCHAMACALLIT. It is a new chapter in your LIFEsavers 
called retirement. So make a FAST BREAK and don’t look back and SNICKERs at us 
NERDS who are missing you like crazy. You are an EXTRA special, one of a kind person who we wish MOUNDS of almond JOY and a wonderful retirement!
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Piedmont FIA Forestry Technician 
Wesley Bouknight sent in this photo 
from a plot in Union County early 
April. Wesley and FIA Foresters 
Steven Broom (Piedmont) and Ethan 
Worthington (Coastal) found these 
morel mushrooms and shedded antler 
while measuring the plot. Springtime in 
the South!

FIA Springtime Finds

Giant Leopard Moth
The giant leopard moth might not be quite as big as its 

namesake, but it is big for a moth, with a wingspan that can 
reach just over 3 inches. Its stark white body is sprinkled 
liberally with bluish-black circles that remind us of a leopard, 
particularly a snow leopard.

Their abdomens are brightly colored in blue and orange, 
although you do not normally see this.

The caterpillars are voracious, eating a wide range of plants, 
mostly weeds but also including honeysuckle and sunflowers. 
They are bristly, being covered in black spikes, which make 
them a less-than-attractive snack for any passing predators.

Between their segments they have bright red patches. These 
are usually only visible when a scared caterpillar rolls into a ball, 
then they act as a further warning to predators. The female lays 
her eggs on a wide variety of host plants — including violets, 
plantains, dandelion, cherries, maples, and willows whose leaves 
are eaten by her larvae. The female probably dies soon thereafter, while the male may seek another mate. Fertile eggs develop 
and hatch within days, after which the larvae dine on leaves of their respective host plants and go through several growth 
stages in which they must molt their restrictive outer skins. Adult giant leopard moths do not eat and spend their short lives 
reproducing.

This species overwinters as a caterpillar, and studies have indicated that giant leopard caterpillars can survive freezing. This is 
a definite advantage in colder regions of their range where shelter may be less than adequate.

Their habitat includes farmland, the edges of woodland, and gardens. They are not considered to be a serious pest. In fact, 
giant leopard moth caterpillars can sometimes be useful in keeping invasive plant species under control. As far as conservation 
goes, they still appear to be relatively abundant and not in any great danger.

Urban Coordinator Frances White sent in this photo of a leopard moth she found 
outside of the Charleston office.
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Can you find the 10 differences between the top photo and the bottom photo below?

1.      
2.      
3.      

4.      
5.      
6.       
7.      

8.      
9.      
10.       
 (Answers on last page)

Williamsburg Sector Warden Jay Woodard stands by on a prescribed burn.
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MONTH AND YEAR-TO-DATE COMPARISON TO PREVIOUS 5 AND 10-YEAR AVERAGE
 
Time Period    APRIL    JULY-APRIL FISCAL YEAR
  Fires Acres Fires Acres Fires Acres
5 Year Average   206 1,497 1,168 10,035 1, 363 10,869 
10 Year Average   198 1,334 1,308 9,314 1,505 10,306
Current FY¹ 204 1,731 1,712 14,099 1,712 14,099

¹To date for current fiscal year

Fire Weather Outlook
Southern Area: Above normal 

significant wildfire potential is forecast 
to persist across most of western 
Texas and Oklahoma throughout the 
period given a continuation of extreme 
to exceptional drought conditions. 
Meanwhile, forecasts for an active and 
early monsoon should allow for the 
Texas mountains to trend wetter, so this 
forecast maintains a reduction of above 
normal activity by July. While short-term 
dryness has been prevalent from Virginia 
and eastern Kentucky into portions of 
the Appalachians and Southeast, the 
anticipated weather pattern during May 
should allow for some recovery of soil 
moisture in many of these areas. 

Green-up is one to two weeks behind 
schedule for its northward extent, which 
could allow for slightly above normal 
wildfire activity during the first part of 
May, especially over the higher terrain. 
Overall, near normal significant fire 
potential is expected in most of the 
Southeast through August. The western 
Florida peninsula will have an above normal risk for large fires into May given that a large area has Keetch-Byram Drought 
Index values at or above 600 and evaporative demand in the 98th percentile over the past month. The rest of the peninsula 
has been removed from the previously forecasted above normal potential due to a high likelihood for repeated thunderstorm 
activity heading into the first week of May. Thereafter, warmer than normal sea-surface temperatures and an anticipated ontime 
rainy season should allow for the return of daily thunderstorm chances by June and beyond. 

Whether or not La Niña extends into its third year, there would appear to be a higher chance than not of above normal 
tropical cyclone activity over the Southeast, including Florida and the Southeast Coast later this year. Current long-range 
forecast guidance supports previous analog years in showing increasing chances for below normal precipitation along the 
western Gulf Coast, such that the Texas coast and at least portions of the Louisiana coast see below normal precipitation 
through summer. This is concerning given the ongoing drought in the region. When considering both this and the trees 
felled by Hurricane Laura in August 2020, there is perhaps a risk for above normal significant fire potential to develop across 
southwestern Louisiana during late summer or fall. While confidence is low at this time, any tropical systems missing to the 
east could bring heat, low humidity, and high winds to the region. At the same time slow-moving tropical systems could wipe 
out the drought along the western Gulf Coast, therefore normal significant fire potential is forecast for southwestern Louisiana 
at this time.

Current Fire Numbers for South Carolina
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Photo of the Month

Please send in your photos 
or news to Michelle 
Johnson at mjohnson@
scfc.gov.

Spot the Differences
1. Call sign missing
2. CAT changed to DOG
3. Tree missing in background
4. Yellow bird on blade
5. Tulip added
6. CAT sticker replaced with NASCAR 

racing sticker
7. Hawk in tree
8. Rattlesnake on ground
9. Speaker on top
10. Exhaust missing

Quote of the Month

“If you think in terms 
of a year, plant a 

seed; if in terms of ten 
years, plant trees; if 

in terms of 100 years, 
teach the people.”

Confucius

This amazing tree is from the NatureVibe FaceBook page. NatureVibe is created with the purpose of influencing the 
general public to love nature, protect its natural beauty, its value, its funniest moments and the historical aspects 
hidden behind its beauty.
https://www.facebook.com/NatureVibes.me/posts/the-spirit-of-trees-/125679679040473/

Hanging On

This rainbow photo was taken in eastern Sumter County March 16 after a storm.

mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov
mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov
https://www.facebook.com/NatureVibes.me/posts/the-spirit-of-trees-/125679679040473/

