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introduction 

The end of the Civil War marked the beginning of a political revolution in South 
Carolina. The aftermath of the war led to Reconstruction and to the first ripples of change 
as the election of African American males to local, state, and national office challenged 
the previously white-male-dominated environment. Among others, Robert Smalls, 
Joseph H. Rainey, Robert Brown Elliott, and Alonzo J. Ransier served in the U.S. 
Congress, and Ransier also served as lieutenant governor of South Carolina. The election 
of Wade Hampton as governor in 1876 signalled the beginning of the end of this phase 
of diversified political involvement, and the Constitution of 1895 brought it to a close. 

In the early twentieth century, repression and Jim Crow legislation reluctantly gave 
way to change as society took the first faltering steps toward political equality for 
minorities and women. A major coup for African American representation was the U.S. 
Supreme Court's 1944 ruling that the white primary was unconstitutional. South 
Carolina's attempt to evade this decision led to Judge J. Waties Waring's 1947 order 
upholding it-an action that paved the way for African American participation in South 
Carolina's 1948 Democratic primary. In a one-party state like South Carolina, voting in 
the primary was an essential first step to representation. African Americans stood for 
office and eventually integrated first the South Carolina House of Representatives in 
1970 with the election of James L. Felder, Herbert U. Fielding, and I. S. Leevy Johnson and 
then the South Carolina Senate in 1983 with the election of I. DeQuincy Newman. 

The Democratic party's hold on South Carolina began to slip in the 1950s. In 1952 and 
again in 1956, Governor James F. Byrnes supported the Republican Dwight David 
Eisenhower for president. The trend toward the Republican party continued into the 
1960s. In 1961, South Carolinians elected Republican Charles Evans Boineau, Jr., to the 
South Carolina House of Representatives-the first Republican to be elected to that body 
since 1901-and in 1964, the presidential candidate, Barry Goldwater, carried the state. 
Finally, in 1975, the movement culminated with South Carolina's election of James 
Edwards as the state's first Republican governor since Reconstruction. 

The state's failure to approve the 19th Amendment granting women's suffrage until 
1 July 1969-forty-eight years after its ratification by Congress-illustrates the pervasive 
difficulties women faced as they sought political opportunities in South Carolina. Mary 
Gordon Ellis, who was elected to the Senate in 1928, was the state's first woman 
officeholder. The numbers did not begin to grow significantly, however, until the 1970s. 
In 1979, Nancy Stevenson became the state's first woman lieutenant governor; in 1986, 
Elizabeth Patterson became the state's first full-term U.S. congresswoman; and in 1988, 
former member of the S.C. House of Representatives Jean Toal became the first woman 
to be elected to the S. C. Supreme Court. 

These mini-posters celebrate selected twentieth-century political milestones. They 
illustrate the interaction of human beings and document the changing face of South 
Carolina politics. 

Alexia Jones Helsley 



1948 

Following the "redemption" of state government from the "carpetbaggers" in 1876, 
African Americans, for all intents and purposes, were prohibited from participating in South 
Carolina politics. This changed in the 1940s as black South Carolinians sought and ultimately 
won the right to vote in the Democratic primary. 

The Progressive Democratic Party, principally a black party, established itself in South 
Carolina in 1944, shortly after a Supreme Court ruled that African Americans were eligible to 
vote in state primaries. Reorganized as the Progressive Democrats in 1948, party leaders 
summed up the state's situation in a letter to the South Carolina House: "Recent court 
decisions and events make it clear that we of South Carolina face certain inevitable changes in 
the conduct of our affairs. In disposing of these inescapable changes we can either aggravate 
and provoke an unhealthy situation or, we can face them frankly, honestly and summon our 
greatest resources to handle them." McCray and James M. Hinton to C.S. Littlejohn, Speaker, et. 
al., Jan. 15, 1948, John McCray Papers, (South Caroliniana Library [SCL]). 

This photograph from the papers of John McCray, a leader of the Progressive Democrats. 
is believed to show black South Carolinians waiting to vote in the 1948 Democratic primary. 
John McCray Papers (SCL). 



1962 

For most of the twentieth century, victory in South Carolina's Democratic Party was 
tantamount to election to office--the race was between various members and factions of the 
Party. The Republican Party gained no real foothold in the state until the late 1950s and early 
1960s, when increasing numbers of conservative Democrats began to vote for popular 
Republican candidates like Dwight D. Eisenhower and Barry Goldwater. 

William D. Workman, Jr' s., 1962 opposition of long-time incumbent United States Senator 
Olin D. Johnston marked the first competitive two-party statewide campaign of this century. 
Republican party leader J. Drake Edens said of Workman that year-"Bill Workman's appeal 
lies in the fact that for 25 years he is on the written record that he stands for all the basic, 
traditional values held dear by the people of this state. I think he is Mr. South Carolina 
personified." ("South Carolina Going Republican?", Human Events, May 12, 1962) Democrat 
Floyd Spence, the popular Lexington County representative, surprised his constituents when 
with one brief announcement, he withdrew from his reelection bid for the South Carolina 
House, renounced the Democratic Party, inaugurated a campaign for the United States 
Congress as a Republican, and joined Workman on the campaign trail. 

Workman and Spence campaigned across the state. Although both were defeated, their 
efforts energized the nascent Republican Party. In 1966, South Carolinians elected 
Republican Strom Thurmond to the United States Senate, and in 1976, they elected 
Republican James Edwards as governor. Today, South Carolina's Congressional delegation 
is evenly split between Republicans and Democrats. 

This photograph shows former President Dwight D. Eisenhower, flanked by candidates 
Workman (1) and Spence (r), campaigning in South Carolina. William D. Workman, Jr. Papers 
(SCL). 



1969 
' 

In 1969, Democratic United States Senator Fritz Hollings began what are now known as 
the "Hunger Tours." With community leaders like I. DeQuincey Newman, Hollings brought 
national attention to the plight of the poor and the need for programs to help eradicate 
hunger and poverty. Hollings later explored these issues in his book The Case Against Hunger. 

Hollings's "Tours" were controversial. At home in South Carolina, some people, 
including then-Governor Robert McNair, felt they focused unfairly on South Carolina when 
the problems involved were common to many poor states. Others praised the young 
senator's act. Columnist Lee Bandy wrote, c. Feb. 1969, "If political awards for courage were 
available, Sen. Ernest F. Hollings, D-S.C., would certainly be in line for such an honor today." 
Over time, Hollings efforts led to real improvements in the standard of living for South 
Carolina's urban and rural poor. His interest in the nation's less privileged has also been 
reflected in his key support of programs like W.I.C. (Women, Infants, and Children), which 
attempts to ensure that expectant mothers and young children will receive proper nutrition. 

The cartoon was drawn by Columbia artist Walt Lardner. Walt Lardner Papers (SCL). 



1971 

The House of Representatives has 124 members, a number derived from the State 
Constitution of 1790, and the South Carolina Senate has forty-six. 

Reapportionment in the House of Representatives-The Constitution of 1895 gave 
each county one representative, assigned the remaining seats according to population, 
and called for the reapportionment of the House after each federal census. The first major 
challenge to South Carolina's method of apportionment came in 1966. At that time, a 
federal district court ruled that when considered statewide, the apportionment of the 
House was fair and constitutional. Acting on that ruling, the state reapportioned the 
House according to the usual formula in 1971. In the decade between 1961 and 1971, 
however, African Americans and Republicans who wanted to change the status quo had 
entered the legislature. Republicans joined the National Association for the Advance
ment of Colored People (NAACP) to challenge the 1971 reapportionment of the House 
and to ask for the creation of single-member districts without regard to county lines. 
Initially, a three-member federal district court sided with the state, but the U.S. Supreme 
Court reversed that decision and remanded it to the lower court. As a result, the S.C. 
General Assembly created 124 single-member districts of the House of Representatives 
in 1974. 

Reapportionment in the Senate-After much wrangling, the S.C. Senate finally 
submitted an acceptable reapportionment plan in 1972. This plan crossed county lines 
and created sixteen senatorial districts from which forty-six state senators are chosen. 

The cartoon was drawn by Columbia artist Walt Lardner. Walt Lardner Papers, (SCL). 



1976 

Governor James B. Edwards and Judge Matthew J. Perry, Jr., hold unique positions in 
South Carolina history. 

Governor Edwards was the first Republican governor to be elected by South Carolin
ians since Reconstruction. He served from 1975-1979. In 1972, he was elected to the S.C. 
Senate; in 1981, President Ronald Reagan appointed him Secretary of the U.S. Depart
ment of Energy; in 1982, he was selected president of the Medical University of South 
Carolina. 

Matthew J. Perry, Jr., prominent civil rights attorney, became South Carolina's first 
African American federal judge. U.S. Senator Strom Thurmond recommended Perry for 
the appointment in 1976. Perry's cases led to the desegregation of the state's public 
schools, colleges, and universities; to the end of discrimination in the use of the state's 
parks; and to single-member districts for the House of Representatives. In 1976, he 
accepted a judgeship on the United State Military Court of Appeals and in 1979 became 
a judge of the United States District Court for South Carolina. 

Undated photograph (c.1976), Governor James B. Edwards papers, 1975-1979. (South 
Carolina Department of Archives and History [SCDAH]). 



1981 

Ferdinan Backer Stevenson (Nancy) was the first woman to be elected to state-wide 
office in South Carolina. On 7 November 1978, following her service in the South 
Carolina House of Representatives, she was elected lieutenant governor. As lieutenant 
governor, she presided over the Senate; she also helped to develop the Program 
Assistance Line-a state-wide system that supplied information and referrals. She did 
not run for reelection. 

Dr. Benjamin Mays, a native of Greenwood County, served as president of Morehouse 
College and while there, taught Martin Luther King, Jr. When Mays died in 1984, former 
President Jimmy Carter praised his contribution to education and social justice. 

In this photograph, Lieutenant Governor Nancy Stevenson applauds Dr. Benjamin E. 
Mays, noted African American educator, following his address to a joint session of the 
S.C. General Assembly on 14April1981. Ramon Schwartz, Jr., speakerofthe S.C. House 
of Representatives, stands on the left. Photographic negatives, Box 2, #3273, Governor 
Richard W. Riley papers, 1979-1987 (SCDAH). 



1983 

The Rev. Mr. I. DeQuincey Newman was the first African American to be elected to the 
S.C. Senate since 1887. In 1943, Newman, an ordained United Methodist minister, 
helped to organize the Orangeburg branch of the NAACP and in 1960 he became field 
director for the state NAACP. He was an alternate delegate to the national Republican 
convention in 1956, seeking, as he later wrote, "to vouchsafe the gains in 'Civil Rights' 
that have been made under the Eisenhower administration." Newman joined the 
Democratic party in the early 1960s and served as a delegate to the national Democratic 
convention in 1968, 1972, and 1980. He was reelected to the Senate in 1984 and served 
until his death in 1985. His portrait hangs in the S.C. Senate chamber. 

In this photograph, Governor Richard W. Riley congratulates the Rev. Mr. I. DeQuincey 
Newman following his swearing-in ceremony 4 November 1983. Mrs. Anne Newman 
shares the historic moment. Photographic negatives, Box 2, #3294, Governor Richard W. 
Riley papers, 1979-1987 (SCDAH). 



.. 

1992 

Reapportionment is a device by which states create representational districts. At 
times, the process can become heavily politicized. District lines are redrawn at the state 
and local levels, and once redrawn, they create a new political reality. A new "black 
majority" congressional district-the 6th District-was created recently in South Caro
lina through reapportionment. It incorporated all or part of sixteen counties. In 1992 
James Clyburn won a decisive victory in the election to represent South Carolina's 6th 
District in the United States House of Representatives. At the time of that election, the 
6th District was 58 percent black. 

Clyburn was appointed South Carolina Human Affairs Commissioner by Governor 
John West in 1974. He served the state in that capacity until he resigned to campaign for 
Congress. He gained an enviable reputation for his leadership in human affairs, 
including the rights of the handicapped and fair housing. 

James Clyburn produced this campaign literature in his successful race for the U.S. 
Congress. James Clyburn Vertical File, (SCL). 




