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The cover photo features a dozer 
fighting fire, taken by Williamsburg 
Sector Forestry Technician Clay Cooper.
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Success Stories
SCFC personnel were deployed to 
western fires; the SCFC launched 
a new website; the BMP log bridge 
rental program is popular; former 
state forester’s act of kindness.3
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18 Hunts Held at Niederhof
Niederhof Forestry Center hosted 
a youth deer hunt and a military 
appreciate deer hunt. 

Prescribed Fire Awareness Month
Governor Henry McMaster 
proclaimed March 2022 Prescribed 
Fire Awareness Month in South 
Carolina.7

9 Arbor Day Celebrations
Arbor Day celebrations were held 
throughout the state Dec. 3.
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Western Fire Deployments Provide 
Training Opportunities
Responding to multiple requests 
from a variety of  firefighting and 
incident management organizations 
from around the country, this year 
the Forestry Commission has sent 32 
of  its personnel to join crews battling 
wildfires in seven western states.
Spanning 52 separate deployments 

– some employees have gone out 
on multiple assignments – Forestry 
Commission personnel have either 
served or are still working on wildfires 
in Arizona, California, Idaho, 
Minnesota, Montana, Oregon and 

Washington. 
The Forestry Commission sends its 

highly trained personnel out west 
every year in response to calls for 

out-of-state assistance, which have 
continued to grow in recent years. 
These deployments are great training 
opportunities for those who go on what 
are typically two-week assignments, 
said SCFC Protection Chief  Darryl 
Jones. “All of  our IMT personnel and 
all of  our firefighters undergo regular 
training for exactly these kinds of  
special assignments,” he said. “Not 
only do they provide much-needed 
help, but they also bring that valuable 
ICS experience with them back to 
South Carolina.”
Their work assignments fall under 

a wide range of  Incident Command 
System (ICS) roles, spanning everything 

Georgetown/Williamsburg Project Forester 
GraceAnna Cooper  gets ready to depart 
for California.
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from firefighters, heavy equipment 
bosses and tractor plow operators 
to public information officers and 
resource unit leaders, among others.
All certified wildland firefighters and 

ICS-trained personnel, regardless 
of  home state or agency, train to the 
same standards and under the same 
framework so that they can fall in 
seamlessly on any incident. 
While South Carolina’s fire season, 

which typically peaks between 
November and April, was relatively 
mild, the western United States is 
experiencing another widespread 
and deadly series of  conflagrations. 
Because the western and southern 
fire seasons do not generally overlap, 
it is customary for Southern state 
forestry agencies to send its wildland 
fire personnel on western assignments 
when requested. It is common for 
all states to share resources on such 
incidents; for example, the Forestry 
Commission received assistance from 
firefighters and other ICS personnel 
from five different states during the 
November 2016 Pinnacle Mountain 
Fire at Table Rock State Park.

The Forestry Commission has a new 
website!
After nearly a year of  collaboration 
with the Carolinas-based web 
development firm Beam & Hinge, 
the SCFC communications staff was 
excited to unveil the agency’s new 
official website Nov. 9, reserving the 
initial launch for employees only before 
“going live” the following week.
The new web presence is the product 

of  a complete makeover, in both design 
and content, that still offers the same 
helpful, information-rich experience 
for visitors while also being easier to 
navigate and locate relevant content.
Nobody who’d ever visited the 

How the SCFC website has changed its 
look over the years.

SCFC Website History

It was decided in the summer 

of 1996 that the Forestry 

Commission needed a website 

to help educate and promote 

our services to the public. 

Public Information Coordinator 

Michelle Johnson was asked 

to go the Office of Information 

Resources (OIR) for a  half-

day web class on basic html to 

learn how to make a website for 

the agency.  

A committee was formed 

to discuss what information 

needed to be available online. 

The committee consisted of 

Michelle Johnson and retirees 

Pete Spearman, Paul Watts, 

Ken Cabe, Jeff Baumann and 

Jennie Morris. Ken Cabe laid 

out the flow and information 

and Michelle created the 

pages.

 The Forestry Commission 

website would be hosted on 

the OIR server downtown for 

free in the beginning. The web 

files had to be emailed to OIR 

to be put online. The Forestry 

Commission’s website went 

public on February 28, 1997.  In 

the spring of 1999 the agency 

got the capability to ftp the files 

to the server instantly whenever 

they needed to be put online.

Over the years the “look” 

and basic layout of the site 

has changed and the amount 

of information available to the 

public has grown.
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previous Forestry Commission website 
would tell you it didn’t offer enough 
content. It was a treasure trove of  
valuable management information, 
statistical and graphic data, wildfire 
awareness and prevention material, 
public reports, maps, historical 
documents and photos, agency 
forms and other internal reference 
information.
But that was part of  the problem. 

There was too much information, 
much of  it duplicate, dated or 
otherwise buried, and the site had 
ballooned to nearly unmanageable 
proportions. The design of  the old site 
also suffered from a lack of  identity, 
as it bore no resemblance to the 
aesthetic of  the agency’s other public-
facing informational, educational or 
promotional materials.
Not only is the new website sporting 

a much-needed facelift, but it also 
has a new address. Simply type scfc.
gov into the address bar of  any web 
browser, and you will be taken to the 
new domain, which now, conveniently, 
matches employee’s email addresses.
“We were so excited to share the new 

site with everybody after working with 

the vendor for such a long time,” said 
Director of  Communications & Public 
Information Doug Wood. “Everything 
from the design and the content to the 
responsiveness and functionality are 
significant improvements over the site 
we’ve had for more than 20 years.”
By responsiveness, he means that 

the website is specifically engineered 
to present the best possible viewing 
experience for users, regardless of  
the device being used to access the 
site, be it a phone, tablet or desktop 
computer. “For example, if  you check 
out the website on a phone and turn it 
sideways, the display also rotates with 
the phone, allowing the user to see the 
content enlarged,” Wood said.
In addition to incorporating the 

Forestry Commission’s well established 
look, feel and typography found 
in all of  our public materials, the 
development included taking a mission-
focused approach to organizing 
the content, keying in on the main 
functions of  the agency. Users will 
immediately notice a slimmed-down 
main menu at the top right of  the 
screen, corralling all of  the same, 
previously available information into 
five primary solos, which was one 
of  the original aims of  the redesign 
project. “The old site had become 
so bloated, mainly because we had 
so many entry points and options for 
people to choose from,” said Public 
Information Coordinator Michelle 
Johnson. “People will find that all of  
that great information is still there, but 
just condensed to a more user-friendly 
menu of  options.”
All of  the changes amount to a very 

user-friendly and -oriented experience, 
examples of  which can be seen in 
the calls to action on the right side 
of  most top-level pages that act as 
helpful prompts for people looking for 
information about everything from 

seedlings and prescribed burning to 
rental services and fire notification 
maps.
For a short time, the agency’s old 

website will still be available at www.
state.sc.us/forest/, but employees 
are advised to begin updating their 
bookmarks as soon as possible before 
the old site is permanently removed.
Wood said he is encouraged by the 

positive reviews so far, but he’d still 
love to hear everyone’s feedback – 
good or bad – and if  anybody has any 
questions, edits, needs for assistance, 
suggestions for improvement or 
anything else to offer, please just let him 
know by contacting him at dwood@
scfc.gov or (803) 968-1576.

BMP Logging Bridge Rental Program 
Very Popular
Six months ago the SC Forestry 
Commission’s Environmental Program 
established the Temporary Logging 
Bridge Rental Program in an effort 
to enhance the Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) for Forestry program 
and help protect the waters of  South 

The bridges assists logging equipment and 
trucks with crossing streams and ditches 
preventing water quality impacts.

The sets of bridges are located at the SCFC 
offices in Walterboro and Columbia.
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Carolina.  The Commission acquired 
four sets of  steel bridges that are 
available for rent by adequately insured 
contractors for forestry-related ditch or 
stream crossings.  
Since the program was initiated all 

four sets of  bridges have remained 
rented out.  They have been used in all 
three regions by six different logging 
crews. The bridges have been used for 
skidder and log truck crossings across 
perennial streams, intermittent streams 
and ditches.  Approximately 250 acres 
have been accessed using the bridges. 
If  they had not been available to the 
contractors, most of  these streams 
would have been crossed using a debris 
crossing and one would have required 
the installation of  a culvert.  Both of  
these alternatives are much more likely 
to cause water quality impacts than a 
bridge crossing.  
We have received favorable feedback 

from the forest industry and plan to 
continue enhancing the program to 
protect water quality and serve the 
needs of  landowners and forestry 
contractors across the state.

Gould Retrieves Missing Order of the 
Palmetto for Westbury
Retired Fire Chief  Hugh Westbury 
was a supervisor, mentor and friend 
of  retired State Forester Jack Gould. 
When Hugh passed away in October 
2021, the fact that Hugh had been 
awarded the Order of  the Palmetto, 
the highest civilian honor awarded by 
the Governor of  South Carolina, was 
attributed to him in his obituary.  After 
sharing his condolences with Hugh’s 
wife Ruth, Jack found out that Hugh 
never actually received anything but 
the acknowledgement of  the award. 
He was never presented the award 
that was designated a few months 
after his retirement from the Forestry 
Commission. Hugh had been listed as a 

recipient of  the award 
online (https://scdah.
sc.gov/research-and-
genealogy/resources/
order-palmetto), but 
didn’t have anything 
to show for it.
Westbury retired from 

the Forestry Commission 
June 17, 1982, but nothing was 
disclosed at that time that Hugh was 
to receive the award. Further research 
uncovered the fact that Governor 
Richard Riley had encountered a delay 
in signing the award, and thus it was 
not signed until November 28, 1982. 
Somehow, this signed award was never 
formally presented to Hugh Westbury.
State Forester Jack Gould started with 

the Commission in April 1958 as a 
young forester following his graduation 
from Michigan State University, two 
years after being drafted by the U.S. 
Army. Jack was assigned to work in 
the Kingstree District under District 
Forester Hugh Westbury. Hugh took 
Jack under his wing and helped the 
young forester start his career. Several 
months later Westbury was transferred 
to the Columbia headquarters. Over 
the years their paths kept crossing as 
Gould progressed from Kingstree, 
to Gaffney, York and then back to 
Kingstree as the District Forester before 
being promoted to join the fire staff in 
Columbia. Hugh and Jack were back in 
the same building again.
Hugh and Jack and their families 

became good friends over the years. 
Jack even became Hugh’s assistant 
photographer when off-duty.  Hugh did 
wedding photography, and he helped 
Jack develop his photography skills and 
would shoot weddings with him. 
Westbury retired from the 

Commission in 1982, but the two still 
remained very good friends. Hugh was 
very proud to see Jack’s career progress 

up the ladder to State Forester in 1989.
The fact that Jack’s friend and 

first boss passed away without ever 
receiving this prestigious award 
bothered Gould, so he started inquiring 
about it at the State House. After a 
month of  persistent calls to several 
departments and personnel, Jack 
finally got in touch with someone who 
gave him an answer. He contacted 
Sheila Jones, and he told the story of  
how Hugh never received the award. 
Sheila asked his name again and put 
him on hold. Jack patiently waited 
until Jones returned to the phone and 
said, “I’ve got it right here.” Jack was 
flabbergasted, to say the least. He 
couldn’t believe that all this time the 
framed, signed prestigious award had 
been sitting in the State House almost 
40 years waiting for someone to pick it 
up. He asked her to describe the award, 
so as to confirm that it was authentic, 
and it was!
Jack later inquired with Jones about 

where this beautiful award had been 
kept for over 39 years. Basically, she did 
not know, nor could anyone else reveal 
what might have happened. Why 
someone didn’t notice that the award 
had been there for an extended period, 
and had the initiative to check on its 
distribution, will remain a puzzle.
Jack picked up Westbury’s award Dec. 

29 from the State House, smiling all 
the way back to his car and all the way 
home. He called Ruth to let her know 
that Hugh’s award was finally in hand. 
Jack happily presented the Order of  
the Palmetto to Hugh’s widow Ruth 
at the Presbyterian Home Jan. 28, 
2022. Hugh was a dedicated employee, 
and Jack was a dedicated friend who 
vigilantly tracked down the award that 
his friend and mentor never received 
while alive. 
Jack, you are to be commended for 

your commitment to helping others!

Hugh Westbury
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Henry McMaster proclaimed March 
2022 Prescribed Fire Awareness 
Month in South Carolina.
A coalition of  state, federal and 

non-governmental land management 
organizations under the umbrella of  
the South Carolina Prescribed Fire 
Council requested the proclamation 
to raise awareness of  the essential role 

that fire plays in both the stewardship 
of  our natural resources and the 
protection of  lives and property.
Prescribed, or controlled, burning is 

the skilled application of  fire under 
planned weather and fuel conditions 
to achieve specific forest and land 
management objectives. Controlled 
burning is an ancient practice, notably 

used by Native Americans for crop 
management, insect and pest control, 
and hunting habitat improvement, 
among other purposes.
 

https://www.scfc.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2022/02/
RxFireAwarenessMonth-March2022.
pdf

Governor Proclaims March Prescribed Fire Awareness Month

Piedmont West Unit Forester Michael 
Weeks sent in this photo of Anderson/
Oconee Forestry Technicians John McGee 
and David Bagwell watching the line on a 
prescribed fire  in Anderson County Feb. 14.

Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens Sector 
FMO Dale Curry took this photo of Forestry 
Technician I Chuck Milner on his first 
prescribed fire in Abbeville.

Edgefield/McCormick/Saluda Project 
Forester Henry Hutto finishes tying in a line 
on a prescribed fire in Edgefield County.

Pee Dee Assistant Regional Forester James Brunson took this 
photo on a prescribed burn in Marlboro County Feb. 14.

https://www.scfc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/RxFireAwarenessMonth-March2022.pdf
https://www.scfc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/RxFireAwarenessMonth-March2022.pdf
https://www.scfc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/RxFireAwarenessMonth-March2022.pdf
https://www.scfc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/RxFireAwarenessMonth-March2022.pdf
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The Black River Unit held its third 
annual “Learn to Burn” workshop in 
Williamsburg County Feb. 16.
This event is made possible through 

partnerships with the Longleaf  Alliance 
(as part of  a NFWF grant), Williamsburg 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
Board, and the South Carolina 
Forestry Commission. The Longleaf  
Alliance’s grant and the Soil and 
Water Conservation Board sponsor the 
logistical side of  the event including 
food and restrooms. The Forestry 
Commission provide the presentation, 
demonstration and tools and equipment.
This year’s workshop included 

15 students from Professor Josh 
Castleberry’s natural resource class at 
Central Carolina Technical College, 
landowners and Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS) staff.  
The event was free to attendees and 
lasted around five hours. This year’s 
burn was broken up into three different 
blocks. The first block was a good 
demonstration of  a backing fire. The 
second block demonstrated dot grid and 
strip head firing techniques. 
Attendees who signed a waiver and 

wore long pants and shirts, leather boots 
and gloves and eye protection were 
allowed to get some “hands-on” training. 
They could use a torch, with SCFC 
personnel to guide them, to burn in the 

first two blocks. 
The third block incorporated burning 

a slope around a pond. For this block 
personnel were able to light the top and 
show them how the fire backs down the 
hill and then light the bottom so they 
could see the fire run upslope and align 
with the winds.  
The workshop started with a basic 

introduction of  prescribed fire, hitting 
key notes like the benefits of  a controlled 
burn on your property. Then pre-burn 
preparations (creating a burn plan, 
SCFC notification, fire breaks, weather), 
burning techniques (baseline, backing 
fire, strip head fire, flanking fire, dot grid 
fire, and ringing method) and liability 
were discussed. The class ended with the 
discussion of  how landowners can get 
assistance and what to look for after a 
burn to consider it successful. 
Following the classroom portion, SCFC 

personnel conducted the controlled 

burn. Black River Unit Forester Ron 
Holt was speaking with the attendees 
and narrating each step as the team 
performed the burn. Ron was in radio 
contact with the burn boss GraceAnna 
Cooper, and they could answer questions 
the attendees had about each burning 
technique demonstrated. 
Georgetown/Williamsburg Project 

Forester GraceAnna Cooper, Dillon/
Florence Project Forester Chet Foyle, 
Georgetown Sector FMO Jon Thomas 
and Forestry Technicians Tracey Scalzott 
and Jonathan York conducted the burn. 
This was Scalzott’s first burn as a new 
tractor operator. 

After the burn, Forestry Commission 
personnel brought the attendees back 
into the black to show them some of  
the signs to look for like needle freeze if  
the trees get too hot, or broken bark on 
young sweet gum trees showing where 
the sap started to boil stripping the bark 
away from the cambium and killing 
the undesired hardwoods. The event 
was very successful with each attendee 
saying they learned something new. Our 
partners love this workshop and look 
forward to sponsoring it each year. 

Williamsburg Holds Third Annual Learn to Burn Workshop

Workshop attendees watch the third block 
with slope being burned.

BLACK RIVER unit
–GraceAnna Cooper

Dillon/Florence Project Forester Chet Foyle 
strings fire for the Learn to Burn workshop. 
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Camden Holds Arbor Day Celebration

Sumter Celebrates Arbor Day, Receives Heritage Tree Award
The City of  Sumter celebrated Arbor Day 
Dec. 3 by holding a ceremony and planting a 
Kousa dogwood at Swan Lake Iris Gardens. 
A China fir at Swan Lake also received 
the Heritage Tree Award and Sumter’s 
Horticulturist Brock McDaniel received the 
Golden Acorn Award from TreesSC.
Pee Dee Urban Forester Lois Edwards was on 

hand to recognize the city as a Tree City USA, 
to celebrate Arbor Day and explain why the 
China fir received the Heritage Tree Award. 
Edwards also presented McDaniel his award, 
which recognizes professionals and volunteers 
for their contributions to the state’s urban and 
community forests.

Sumter employees  plant a Kousa 
dogwood at Swan Lake to celebrate 
Arbor Day.

From left to right, TreesSC’s Danny Jones, Camden Urban Forester Liz Gilland, 
Sumter Horticulturist and Golden Acorn Award winner Brock Daniel and SCFC 
Pee Dee Urban Forester Edwards stand in front of the Heritage Tree.

The City of  Camden held its Arbor Day 
celebration Nov. 5 with a proclamation by Mayor 
Alfred Mae Drakeford. Camden Urban Forester 
Liz Gilland organized the event and planted a 
Liberty Tree, a tulip poplar, on the grounds of  the 
Revolutionary War Visitor Center. Pee Dee Urban 
Forester Lois Edwards told the attendees about the 
history of  Arbor Day. 

Participants in the program pose with Senator Penry Gustafson, Continental 
soldiers and the Liberty Tree. 
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The city of  Clinton celebrated Arbor Day with a tree planting ceremony near the old train depot downtown Dec. 3. 
Piedmont Urban Forester Dena Whitesides and Clinton’s tree committee members, called the Clinton Canopy, attended 
the event and assisted with the planting of  an overcup oak. Mayor Bob McLean and other city council members and city 
leadership also attended the event.  

Clinton’s Arbor Day Celebration and Commemorative Tree Planting

Shaw Air Force Base Celebrates 
Arbor with Tree Planting

Shaw Air Force Base in Sumter celebrated Arbor Day 
with  a tree planting ceremony Dec. 3. EQIP Burning 
Coordinator and former Urban Coordinator and National 
Guardsman Lowe Sharpe attended the event and spoke 
of  the importance of  trees and Arbor Day. Lowe also 
presented Shaw AFB with its Tree City USA flag and 
recertification. They planted a winged elm.

The City of  Marion and the Azalea Garden Club of  
Marion held an Arbor Day Celebration Ceremony Dec. 
3 along the Marion Hike and Bike Trail. Organizers 
planted a crape myrtle tree as part of  the ceremony. 
Forest Management Chief  Russell Hubright was the guest 
speaker.

Marion’s Arbor Day Ceremony
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Clinton Holds Tree Line USA Training
The SC Forestry Commission’s Urban 
Forestry program partnered with retired 
Urban Forester Jimmy Walters to 
conduct an educational training session 
for the city of  Clinton’s Public Works 
staff Nov. 21. This training provided 
continuing education in support for 
the city’s Tree Line USA designation. 
Clinton is one of  only two communities 
in South Carolina that have earned the 
Tree Line USA designation. 
Tree Line USA is an Arbor Day 

Foundation program that recognizes 
a municipality’s initiative and efforts 
to practice best management in public 
and private utility arboriculture. 
There are five core standards a 

municipality must achieve to become a 
Tree Line USA. Quality work practices 
in tree care must be consistently 
followed during all tree care operations.  

This includes work with pruning 
and removals, new tree planting and 
specialized tree protection efforts, such 
as trenching and tunneling around 
tree roots. Communities must also 
demonstrate stewardship in proper tree 
care by promoting public education 
and tree planting events by investing in 
the growth of  the community’s urban 
forest.  They can accomplish this by 
sponsoring tree planting programs 
that benefit public spaces and rights-
of-ways or building community shade 
tree programs that strategically plant 
trees around buildings in developed 
areas of  town. Adding shade to streets 
and sidewalks helps lower community 
temperatures while helping to 
maximize energy savings.
The celebration of  Arbor Day is 

also essential for all Tree Line USA 
communities. Cities must officially 
proclaim a certain day as its official 
Arbor Day and celebrate with a 
ceremonial tree planting, accompanied 
with various tree-related event activities, 
such as the reading of  tree poetry, a tree 
art contests or a tree seedling giveaway.
The final requirement for Tree Line 

USA is annual worker training. This 
helps ensure that utility employees and 
contract workers are properly trained 
and updated on best management 
practices. 
To assist the city of  Clinton with 

satisfying this year’s educational 
requirement, a winter pruning 
workshop was organized by Piedmont 
Urban Forester Dena Whitesides 
and retired Urban Forester Jimmy 
Walters (DBA: Urban Forest Advisors, 
LLC). Presentations included young 
tree pruning, mature tree pruning 
and utility pruning best management 
practices. All presentations focused 
on proper tree care, as identified by 
ANSI A300, the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI) on industry 
standards for tree care.  Proper tree 

care in utility arboriculture promotes 
healthy trees and improves tree 
longevity and sustainability, saving cities 
time and money. 
We are proud of  the city of  Clinton 

for their continued achievement and 
recognition as a Tree Line USA as 
well as a designated Tree City USA 
community.  This is a testament to their 
commitment of  excellence in urban 
forest management and a positive 
example for other cities across South 
Carolina to follow. 
For more information on the Arbor 

Day Foundation’s Tree Line USA 
program, visit their website at: https://
www.arborday.org/programs/
treelineusa/.

Piedmont Urban Forester Dena Whitesides shares a laugh with Clinton Public Works staff.

Retiree Jimmy Walters and Clinton Public 
Works staff listen to Whitesides.

URBAN Forestry
–Dena Whitesides

https://www.arborday.org/programs/treelineusa/
https://www.arborday.org/programs/treelineusa/
https://www.arborday.org/programs/treelineusa/
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ISA Certified Arborist Exam Review Workshop
The Urban Forestry Program 
recently partnered with ISA Southern 
Chapter to offer an exam preparation 
workshop for the ISA Certified 
Arborist Exam Oct. 5-6. The two-day 
workshop at Harbison State Forest 
was designed to support attainment 
of  this professional credential among 
municipal and county employees 
working in public tree care across 
South Carolina who are currently 
preparing for the certified arborist 
exam.
The ISA (International Society of  

Arboriculture) is an international 
organization of  tree care professionals 
working in municipal, commercial and 
utility urban forestry.  
The workshop was filled to its 

capacity of  18 attendees due to 
COVID-19 limitations. Jimmy 
Walters, retired Urban Forester with 
the SC Forestry Commission and 
gifted teacher, served as the review 
course instructor and covered each 
individual chapter in the certification 
study guide. Jimmy is also employed 
by ISA as a facilitator for the Tree 
Risk Assessment Qualification 
(TRAQ) credential and travels 

throughout the U.S. teaching this 
course and administering the exam for 
the credential.
ISA events and publications also help 

urban foresters, city arborists and 
others working in tree management 
in the SC landscape expand their 

professional development with 
continued education and opportunities 
for professional networking. 
Arboriculture professionals working 
in South Carolina and other 
Southern states belong to the ISA 
Southern Chapter. Each year, ISA 
Southern Chapter also organizes a 
four-day annual conference which 
traditionally includes a tree climbing 
competition, exhibitor tradeshow and 
two simultaneous educational tracks 
for commercial/municipal arborists, 
utility arborists and tree climbing 
professionals. For more information 
on the ISA certified arborist 
credential, visit ISA’s website at: 
https://www.isa-arbor.com/

Credentials/Types-of-Credentials/
ISA-Certified-Arborist

The Urban Program will continue 
to partner with ISA to promote urban 
forestry and arboriculture educational 
opportunities to benefit municipalities 
in South Carolina.

Retiree Jimmy Walters helps prepare 
participants for the arborist exam. URBAN FORESTRY

–Dena Whitesides

S-390 Training Held at Forestry 
Commission Headquarters
Fourteen  employees participated in S-390 held in Columbia 
Oct. 18-22 The course is designed to introduce fire behavior 
calculations by manual methods, using nomograms and the 
Fireline Handbook Appendix B: Fire Behavior. Students gain 

an understanding of  
the determinants of  fire 
behavior though studying 
inputs (weather, slope, 
fuels and fuel moisture). 

Students also learn how to interpret fire behavior outputs, 
documentation processes and fire behavior briefing components.

Training
–Stephen Patterson

Protection Chief Darryl Jones discusses fuel models.
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Keowee Key Celebrates 15 Years in Firewise USA Program
Keowee Key was recently recognized 
as the 2nd oldest Firewise USA 
Community in South Carolina, having 
been named in 2006 (Savannah 
Lakes is the senior-most Firewise 
USA community and was recognized 
in 2004). Upstate WUI/Firewise 
Coordinator Chris Revels joined the 
Keowee Key Firewise USA Committee 
at their January meeting to celebrate 
this occasion and to present them with 
new Firewise USA Community Signs 
that recognize their 15 years of  being 
a Firewise USA Community.

Revels states that “Keowee Key sets 
the bar year in and year out with their 
Firewise activities, and it’s great to be 
able to celebrate their longevity in the 
program with them.”

WUI/Firewise Coordinator Chris Revels joined the Keowee Key Firewise USA Committee to 
celebrate its 15th year of being Firewise at their January meeting held at the Keowee Key 
Fire Department.

FIREWISE
–Chris Revels

Former Commissioner Sam Coker Honored

Former Commissioner Sam Coker was presented a challenge coin from Commission Chair 
Walt McPhail and State Forester Scott Phillips.

SC Pole & Piling President Sam 
Coker, who served the agency as a 
commissioner for 12 years, ended his 
term this June.  He attended one final 
commissioners’ meeting in November, 
where State Forester Scott Phillips 
presented him a governor’s service 
certificate, a Forestry Commission 
challenge coin and certificate, and a 
hand-crafted, engraved keepsake box 
made by retiree Dean Carson. 
Sam was among the agency’s most 

active supporters during his tenure 
with the commission, attending many 
of  the agency’s legislative committee 
hearings over the years to lend his 
support.
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The Appalachian Society of  American 
Foresters (ApSAF) presented Piedmont 
Regional Forester Mike Bozzo with 
the SAF Fellow Award at its centennial 
winter meeting Jan. 26-28.
The Fellow Award is a prestigious 

award that recognizes an SAF member 
for longstanding service to forestry at the 
local, state and national levels. The SAF 
Fellow is recognized as an ambassador 
for the advancement of  forestry. 
Nominations are accepted from any 
SAF member in good standing (Mike 
was nominated by SC Division Chair 
Susan Guynn). Awardees are recognized 
during their local state society meetings 
and during the SAF national convention.
Mike joined the SAF in 1983. He 

received a Bachelor of  Science, 
Botany degree, with an emphasis in 
Environmental Management, from 
Miami University (Ohio) in 1980. 
He also received his Master of  Forest 
Resources degree with an emphasis 
in Timber Management from the 
University of  Georgia in 1983. Mike is 
a registered forester in South Carolina, 
a SAF Certified Forester, a certified 
prescribed fire manager and a certified 
public manager.
Mike  was a founding member of  

the Santee Chapter and has been very 
active in SAF leadership serving as SC 

Division Chair, Secretary/Treasurer, 
Vice Chair as well as other chapter 
leadership positions. He was awarded 
the ApSAF Distinguished Service 
to Forestry Award in 2016, the SC 
Division Merit Award in 2005 and 
2015 and the ApSAF Young Forester 
Leadership Award in 1997.
Bozzo has exhibited exemplary action 

and sustained leadership in advancing 
the forestry profession. Besides being a 
forester with the Forestry Commission 
he has fought wildland fires in South 
Carolina, North Carolina, California, 

Oregon, Idaho, Arizona and Texas. 
Mike assists with education as a Wood 
Magic Forest Fair instructor, Project 
learning Tree instructor and does 
educational outreach at the State 
Museum. He is also involved with Tree 
Farm and served as the secretary/
treasurer for several years. Mike leads 
the Forestry Commission’s Type 2 
Incident Management Team as the 
Incident Commander.
Congratulations, Mike on the award 

and all of  your achievements in your 
distinguished forestry career!

The 2022 Appalachian Chapter of  
the Society of  American Foresters 
(APSAF) held their Centennial Winter 
Meeting Jan. 26-28 in Asheville, NC. 
The meeting theme “Celebrating 
our Roots, Inspiring Generations” 
was a hit with a reenactment  of  
John Muir and President Theodore 
Roosevelt having a discussion about 
conservation versus preservation. 

APSAF Centennial Meeting Held in Asheville

Georgetown/Williamsburg Project Forester GraneAnna Cooper speaks on a panel 
discussion of My Vision of the Next 100 Years of Forestry at the ApSAF meeting.

Bozzo Receives Fellow Award at ApSAF Meeting

Piedmont Regional Forester Mike Bozzo was presented the Fellow Award by  outgoing 
ApSAF Chair Adam Downing.
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South Carolina law enforcement officers  
kicked off the South Carolina Torch 
Run for Special Olympics Jan. 25 in 
Columbia.
Special Olympics South Carolina 

athlete Travis Luthren began the event 
by thanking law enforcement officers for 
participating.
The South Carolina Law Enforcement 

Torch Run® (SCLETR) for Special 
Olympics unites officers from law 
enforcement agencies and corrections 
departments across the state in an effort 
to raise funds and awareness for Special 
Olympics South Carolina.
Torch Run fundraising efforts include: 

Torch Run apparel sales and hosting 
unique fundraising events such as 
rooftop sits, polar plunges and golf  
tournaments.
Officers volunteer their time to support 

their local athletes and all funds raised by 
law enforcement personnel go to Special 
Olympics. These donations are directed 
into: program support and development, 
expenses for athlete participation in 
local, regional, state and international 
competitions as well as training 
workshops and conferences.
Officers across South Carolina had 

to find ways to get creative in raising 
money due to the pandemic, but were 
able to raise funds through Polar Plunges 
and rooftop sits.

Law enforcement officers also spent the 
year serving as volunteers and coaches 
for Special Olympics sports programs. 
According to SCLETR, there are 
currently more than 90 law enforcement 
agencies involved, and officers serve 
as guardians of  the “Flame of  Hope,” 
where they dedicate themselves to the 
organization.
All funds raised in South Carolina 

through the SCLETR directly support 
athlete opportunities.
“It’s great. It’s one of  those things - it 

never fails. You do anything with the 
Special Olympics athletes, they’re the 
happiest group of  people to be around,” 
Jonathan Calore, Assistant Law 
Enforcement Chief  of  the SC Forestry 
Commission said.
LETR began in 1981 as a run and has 

grown into an international program 
with the mission of  raising awareness 
of  and funds for Special Olympics 
programs.
Officers involved in the SCLETR serve 

as guardians of  the “Flame of  Hope” 

and dedicate themselves to the purpose 
of  supporting Special Olympics athletes 
in South Carolina.
Special Olympics South Carolina 

provides year-round athletic training 
and competition for 31,000 children and 
adults with intellectual disabilities. 26 
Olympic-type sports are available, and 
more than 500 competitions are held 
annually. 
The SCLETR raised $ 778,683 last 

year in South Carolina.
https://www.wistv.com/2022/01/26/

sc-law-enforcement-torch-run-special-
olympics-kicks-off/

S.C. Law Enforcement Special Olympics Torch Run Kicks Off

Support the SCLETR
If you would like to purchase a shirt 

to support the South Carolina Law 
Enforcement Torch Run® for Special 
Olympics or make a donation, contact 
Jonathan Calore at (803) 667-1200 
or jcalore@scfc.gov.

Shirts for sale for $20. Adult sizes 
only - Small to 6XL.

Assistant Law Enforcement Chief Jonathan Calore is the 
Volunteer Director of SCLETR. Jonathan spoke at the 
kickoff in front of the State House Jan. 25. $778,683 is 
the amount they raised last year in South Carolina.

https://www.wistv.com/2022/01/26/sc-law-enforcement-torch-run-special-olympics-kicks-off/
https://www.wistv.com/2022/01/26/sc-law-enforcement-torch-run-special-olympics-kicks-off/
https://www.wistv.com/2022/01/26/sc-law-enforcement-torch-run-special-olympics-kicks-off/
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Tree Farm Tour Held in Pickens County
The South Carolina Tree Farm 
program held its annual Fall Field Tour 
at 2020 SC Tree Farmer of  the Year 
Guerry Burnett’s property in Pickens 
County Nov. 10.  Several SCFC 
employees participated in this event 
which included awards, reflections, 
and field tour stops.  SC Tree Farm 
Field Tour Chair Anneta Pritchard 
worked with Mr. Burnett and SCFC 
Commission Chair Dr. Walt McPhail 
to organize this year’s event, which was 
one of  the most well-attended events 
in recent history.  In addition, at Dr. 
McPhail’s invitation, 11 state legislators 
attended the awards ceremony.
During the awards portion, SC Tree 

Farm Recognition Committee Chair 
Russell Hubright, along with SC 
Tree Farm Committee Chair Gary 
Hermann, presented District Tree 
Farmers of  the Year with plaques to 
commemorate their achievements. 
The inspectors who nominated these 
Tree Farmers were also recognized for 
the part they played in their success as 
forest landowners.  In addition, former 
SCFC forester T.J. Lyell, now with 
WestRock, was recognized as the 2021 
George D. Kessler Tree Farm Inspector 
of  the Year. During the last three years 
T.J. completed 34 inspections covering 
over 35,000 acres!

Following the award presentations, 
host Guerry Burnett gave some 
remarks that he titled, “Forestry in the 
Foothills: History, Forest Management, 
and Lessons Learned.”  Mr. Burnett, 
guided by his forester Jimmy Potts, 
has carried out some innovative 
practices on his property including 

conducting a maximum edge clearcut 
and demonstrating control of  hemlock 
wooly adelgid for a scout troop.
During the reflections portion, Forest 

Protection Chief  Darryl Jones and 
Greenville/Pickens Sector FMO Ray 
Cassell recounted the chain of  events 
that occurred during the Pinnacle 
Mountain Fire.  Representative Davey 
Hiott thanked the Forestry Commission 
for the professional manner in 
which the agency managed this fire, 
specifically mentioning the SCFC 
Incident Management Team and 
Incident Commander Mike Bozzo. 
After a barbeque lunch, the attendees 

were divided into groups and rotated 
through the field tour stops. Anderson/
Greenville/Oconee/Pickens Project 
Forester Trey Cox led the tree and 
shrub identification stop on the tour. 
Several other employees assisted with 
the tour: Piedmont East Unit Forester 
Jeff Riggin, Forest Analyst Scott 
Danskin, Pee Dee Assistant Regional 
Forester James Brunson, Greenville/
Pickens Sector Forest Technicians 
Jamie Smith, Matt Gilstrap and 
Ronnie Patterson. Also attending were 
State Forester Scott Phillips as well as 
Commissioners Eric Smith and Jesse 
Neville.

Representative Davey Hiott with his 
handcrafted gift and State Forester Scott 
Phillips .

2020 SC Tree Farmer of the Year Guerry 
Burnett hosted the tour at his property in 
Pickens County.

Protection Chief Darryl Jones explains the progression of the Pinnacle Mountain Fire.

Management
–Russell Hubright
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Willis Named Laurens County Farm Family of the Year
Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens Sector 
Forestry Technician I Brad Willis was 
recently recognized for his interests 
while off-duty from fighting wildfires. 
Brad and his family were named 
Laurens’ County’s 2021 Farm Family 
of  the Year.
Brad, his wife Ellington and daughter 

Bradleann Willis own Willis Family 
Farms in the Greenpond Community 
of  Laurens County and also operate 
Willis Farm Supply, which sells hay 
and feed to local farmers and horse 
barns. The Willis family grows most of  
the hay they sell. An average year’s hay 
crop includes 5,000 round bales and 
more than 20,000 square bales.
The family also has a cow-

calf  operation with 350 head of  
commercial beef  cows. Calves are 
raised and sold each year in August.
Brad and Ellington wanted to 

teach their daughter  Bradleann the 
importance of  a strong work ethic 
and get her involved in the livestock 
industry, so six years ago Bradleann 
became involved in the SC Meat 
Goat Project, and the family learned 
of  the need for market goats in 
South Carolina. Bradleann’s 4-H 

project served as a jumpstart for 
another family industry, and for the 
last five years the Willis family has 
been providing market show goats 
to children and youth on the east 
coast. They have built the herd to 
50 does and are able to raise and sell 
approximately 75 show goats each 
year.
Willis Family Farms has been named 

SC Meat Goat Producer of  the Year 
for the past four years. Bradleann is 
also involved in showing the goats and 
has won numerous awards including 
several first-place finishes at the North 
American International Livestock 
Show and many Grand and Reserve 
Championships with her goats on the 
east coast. Congratulations, Brad, to 
you and your family on this honor!

Brad and wife Ellington with daughter Bradleann were named Laurens County Farm Family 
of the Year.

Law Enforcement Chief  Tommy 
Mills swore in three new law 
enforcement officers Feb. 8 at the 
Forestry Commission Columbia 
headquarters. 
Spartanburg/Union Sector FMO 

Clay Howard, Clarendon/Sumter 
Sector FMO McDuffie Miles and 
Edgefield/McCormick/Saluda 
Sector FMO Colton Webb are the 
newest additions to the agency’s law 
enforcement staff.

New Forestry Commission Law Enforcement Officers Sworn In

Pictured from left to right are Law Enforcement Chief Tommy Mills, Spartanburg/Union 
Sector FMO Clay Howard, Clarendon/Sumter Sector FMO McDuffie Miles and Edgefield/
McCormick/Saluda Sector FMO Colton Webb
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Niederhof Hosts NDA Youth Deer 
Hunt
Niederhof  Forestry Center hosted the 
State Youth Deer Hunt Dec. 3-4. Ten 
children, ages 11-16, participated on 
the hunt sponsored by the National 
Deer Association (NDA), the Forestry 
Commission, the South Carolina 
Department of  Natural Resources 
Take One, Make One program and 
the Outdoor Dream Foundation. 
During the hunt, five deer were 

harvested, and 49 deer were seen on 
the property. The children enjoyed the 
hunt and fellowship with others. All 
but one hunter saw deer while sitting 
in the deer stand. 
There was an orientation on 

the property and hunt guidelines 
presented then the children were 
paired with a mentor, sighted in 
their guns on the range and drew for 
stands. The hunters received a safety 
briefing before the afternoon hunt 
began. 
Thirteen-year old Gaige Thigpen 

harvested a nice 8-point buck and was 
very excited. He said, “The deer were 
all over us. One buck came out, then 
another, and another. I loved it! This 
was the best hunt ever!”
The NDA provided meals and 

mentors. The Take One Make One 
program provided six mentors and 
guns for those children who didn’t 
have one. The Forestry Commission 

Hunting Season
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provided the instruction, location and 
transportation to and from the stands. 
The hunt was also named the 

winner of  the National Deer 
Association’s South Region 
Event of  the Year Dec. 22 for its 
high degree of  passion and work 
ethic towards a common goal to help 
fulfill the mission of  the NDA. As a 
regional award winner, see how the 
hunt did for the national award on 
the next page.

Niederhof Hosts Military 
Appreciation Deer Hunt
The Forestry Commission held its 
first deer hunt of  the season Oct. 27-
29 at Niederhof  Forestry Center. The 
SCFC/NDA Military Appreciation 
Deer Hunt hosted eight hunters 
during the two-and-a-half  day hunt. 

Four SC National Guard (SCNG) 
soldiers and two National Deer 
Association (NDA) auction winners 
and their guests had the opportunity 
to hunt on the property. Hunters 
were treated to viewing 166 deer and 
harvested 12 during the hunt. Also, 
119 lbs. of  venison were donated to 
the SCNG Family Readiness Group 
food pantry
During a break in the action, two 

checks were presented to the South 
Carolina National Guard Foundation. 
State Youth Director James Harris 
accepted the $1,000 check donated 
from the National Deer Association 
and $1,000 donated from NDA 
member and hunt sponsor Billy 
Nowlen  of  Shady Dale Farms.
All meals for the hunt were donated 

by NDA branches around the state 

and the organization’s State Advisory 
Council. NDA branches provided all 
meals, corn for stands, memberships, 
shirts, hats and deer processing for 
the hunt. Branches making donations 
included Mid Carolina, Midlands, 
Foothills, Sea Island and Lowcountry.
The successful hunt was enjoyed 

by all. Joseph Collins, with the 
125th Engineer Multi Roll Bridge 
Company, said, “This was one of  
the most fun and enjoyable times 
I have had in quite some time.” 
Joseph harvested an antlerless deer. 
Edwin Williams with the 12-21st 
Combat Engineering was born in 
South Africa. Edwin said, “This is a 
beautiful place, and this was a great 
hunt! You see deer everywhere. This 
place is well maintained. Coming 
from another culture and country, 
this is a good thing. Thank you so 
much!”
The hunt also had a professional 

chef  among its participants, Bert 
Sheffield. Bert is the head chef  at 
Sovereign Remedies in Asheville, 
NC. He recently taped episodes 
for “Chopped” and “Beating 
Bobby Flay” but couldn’t reveal the 
outcome. The shows will air in the 
coming months on the Food Network.

Participants of the 2021 State Youth Hunt.

SCNG soldier Edwin Williams harvested an 
eight-point buck and a doe on the hunt.

Checks totaling $2,000 were presented to the SCNG Foundation for the Family Readiness 
Group at the military appreciation hunt.
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Youth Hunt Named National Deer Association Event of the Year
The National Deer Association 
announced its 2021 Branch 
Achievement Award Winners Jan. 18.
NDA’s mission to secure the future 

of  wild deer, wildlife habitat and 
hunting could not be realized without 
the tireless work of  its grassroots 
volunteers. The NDA recognized a few 
who went above and beyond last year 
with their 2021 Branch Achievement 
& Conservation Award winners.
“NDA would not have experienced 

the success we did this past year, 
in challenging times, without 
our passionate volunteers,” said 

Mike Edwards, NDA Director of  
Grassroots. “NDA volunteers and 
Branches give countless hours of  
their time fulfilling our mission in 
their communities. Our model and 
passionate volunteers are what make 
our organization special.”
The South Carolina NDA Youth 

Hunt was awarded the NDA Event 
of  the Year. The hunt is a two-day 
event that partners with the South 
Carolina Forestry Commission, 
Department of  Natural Resources, 
Outdoor Dreams Foundation and 
Bitterend Plantation. Youth hunters 

from DNR’s Take One Make One 
(TOMO) program and the Outdoor 
Dreams Foundation are instructed 
on quality deer management and 
shooting techniques, and then led 
on an evening mentored hunt. 
Participants enjoy an overnight stay, 
meals, t-shirts and hats provided by 
the NDA State Advisory Council and 
Branch donations. Several different 
organizations join together to host this 
outstanding youth hunt.
https://www.deerassociation.

com/nda-announces-2021-branch-
achievement-award-winners/

SC National Guard Recognizes 
Forestry Commission Support
At the 2021 SCFC/NDA Military Appreciation Hunt held Oct. 
27-29 at Niederhof  Forestry Center, the South Carolina National 
Guard presented the Forestry Commission and the National 
Deer Association with an eagle statue reading “In recognition of  
exceptional service in supporting the SC National Guard and its families.” 
State Forester Scott Phillips accepted the award on behalf  of  the 
agency, and it will be displayed in the lobby at the headquarters.

NDA Youth Hunt Coordinator Wes Chappell, Take One Make One Coordinator Mark Ferrell, State Forester Scott Phillips and DNR Director 
Robert Boyles were presented their awards by  NDA South Regional Director Rick Counts.

https://www.deerassociation.com/nda-announces-2021-branch-achievement-award-winners/
https://www.deerassociation.com/nda-announces-2021-branch-achievement-award-winners/
https://www.deerassociation.com/nda-announces-2021-branch-achievement-award-winners/


WINTER/SPRING 2022 21

Several Francis Marion University 
(FMU) students completed the first 
portion of  their Project Learning Tree 
(PLT) training in the new K-8 Explore 
Your Environment Activity Guide Feb. 
14. 
FMU Assistant Professor of  

Early Childhood Education Kit 
SaizdeLaMora requested this PLT 
training for her students. Kit is working 
towards becoming a SC PLT Facilitator 
through the “Facilitator in Training” 
program. She jumped right in and 
assisted SC PLT Assistant Coordinator 

Beth Foley with leading this training for 
the twelve pre-service educators. 
Students got to participate in two PLT 

activities, explore the new K-8 guide, 
and learn all about the wonderful 

resources PLT provides to educators. 
At their next session, the students will 
be leading their own hands-on activities 
with their classmates.

Recently, SC PLT was awarded 
a $5000 International Paper 
(IP) Foundation grant from the 
Georgetown IP Mill to support its 
outreach efforts. The money will be 
used to purchase activity guides (the 
largest expense for the program each 
year) for professional development 
(PD) events for the target groups:
Students majoring in education, 

forestry, or natural resources at SC 
institutions for higher learning and
In-service teachers participating in a 

PD event which was requested by their 
school or district.

The materials in these PD events will 
be free to participants due to funds 
associated with this IP Foundation 
grant. By getting PLT materials into 
the hands of  educators, SC PLT is 
helping to ensure that SC students, 
and therefore the future citizens and 
leaders of  South Carolina, are able to 

think about complex environmental 
issues and form conclusions on how 
to act. The SC PLT program thanks 
International Paper Georgetown Mill 
for its continued support! 
Project Learning Tree (PLT) is an 

awarding-winning environmental 
education program designed for 
teachers and other educators, 
parents, and community leaders 
working with youth from preschool 
through grade 12. With the support 
of  the forest industry, volunteers, 
and other committed partners who 
care about conservation education, 
SC PLT trains hundreds of  people 

each year in the various activity 
guides to use to educate youth about 
our forests and sustainable forest 
management. SC PLT (a non-profit 
organization sponsored by the Forestry 
Commission, the Forestry Association 
of  SC, and the SC Department of  
Education) seeks grant funding every 
year to supply PLT materials (activity 
guides) to formal and non-formal 
educators who take PLT training. 

Education
–Beth Foley

EDUCATION
–Matt Schnabel

SC PLT Awarded International Paper Foundation Grant

Francis Marion Students Receive PLT Training

Two students do bark rubbings for the PLT 
activity “The Closer You Look.”

Facilitators at a refresher training at Harbison State Forest.
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Wildfire Celebration Day at Brewer Middle School
Brewer Middle School in Greenwood held a school-wide 
reading project of  the book Wildfire by Rodman Philbrick. 
Wildfire is a fictional story about two kids who get trapped in 
a Maine wildfire and their struggles to outrun and survive it. 
This is a riveting and high action novel that even the SCFC 
Education Staff read and would recommend to any young 
reader! 
Brewer Middle School hosted a “Brewer Reads: Wildfire! 

Celebration” Dec. 15 for students to enrich their reading and 
learn more about the science and safety issues of  wildfires. 
Approximately 700 students from all grade levels rotated 
through learning stations of  15-30 minutes in length to learn 
from various professionals in the field. 
Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel 

and Assistant Environmental Education Coordinator Beth 
Foley were on 
hand to educate 
students about 
wildfires. They led 
a presentation on 

the ecology of  and our agency’s response to wildfires in South 
Carolina. Students first learned about the fire triangle and how 

we contain and fight wildfires differently than a structural fire. 
The students viewed several videos of  equipment in action 
and the mechanics behind wildland firefighting. Students then 
learned about the importance of  PPE and use of  hand tools, 
as a volunteer was dressed in Nomex and other wildland fire 
gear. Finally Matt and Beth shared how to report a wildfire 
and online SCFC wildfire resources available to the public.
Many thanks to the US Forest Service for loaning the Smokey 

Bear costume and inflatable to the Forestry Commission for 
this special event.

EDUCATION
–Beth Foley

Matt dressed a student in PPE to demonstrate forestry tools.

Harbison State Forest Hosts Environmental Education Association
Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel 
and Assistant Environmental Education Coordinator 
Beth Foley hosted a “Midlands Monthly Meet-Up” 
for the Environmental Education Association of  SC 
(EEASC) Nov. 9 at Harbison State Forest.  These “meet-
ups” provide opportunities for environmental educators 
and communicators from both formal and non-formal 
education settings to build relationships, strengthen 
partnerships, share resources and program updates and 

cross-pollinate their program ideas with colleagues. 
A facilitated round-robin style session allowed 

participants to share updates and announcements. 
Following the round robin, participants were able to 
celebrate new EEASC board members and officers. 
EEASC board members recently elected Chenille 
Williams, education program coordinator for the 
Richland County’s Stormwater Management Division, 
as the association’s new president. Chenille succeeds 
Chanda Cooper, who completed a two-year term 
as president and serves as the county’s conservation 
education analyst.
Following the meeting, which was held at the gazebo, 

Schnabel led the group on a forest hike. Participants 
learned about basic forestry measurements while viewing 
the newly installed interpretive signs along the Discovery 
Trail. They then hiked down to the recent seed tree 
harvest adjacent to the Crooked Pine Trail parking lot. 
Matt shared the history of  HSF, current management 
practices of  the forest and the importance of  timber 
harvests for a self-sufficient forest. 

Environmental Education Coordinator  Matt Schnabel teaches 
participants about a board foot and it use within forestry.
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OUTLOOK
SOUTHERN AREA
Above normal wildfire activity is forecast to persist across western Texas and 
Oklahoma throughout the period, with expansion into adjacent areas of  Arkansas 
possible heading into summer.
Some improvement may occur across the mountains of  west Texas by June and 

especially July as the monsoon season begins. The area of  above normal potential 
across the Southeast has retreated somewhat from previous outlooks, mainly for 
the Carolinas, Georgia, and northern Florida due to recent rainfall. There is the 
potential to see an uptick to above normal activity over the western mountains of  
Virginia in April, but confidence there is low. Above normal significant fire potential 
is expected over most of  the Florida Peninsula into May, then possibly subsiding as 
the rainy season begins.
Drought indicators have recently increased across areas from eastern Kentucky 

and far northeast Tennessee into much of  Virginia given the tendency for recent 
storm systems to miss these areas. There are conflicting signals heading into April and May on whether this trend will persist, leading to lower-than- normal 
confidence. Given how rapidly fuels dried out in these areas the last seven to days of  March, any continued rainfall deficit may be of  greater concern, 
especially given a possible delay in green-up due to the period of  chilly weather during first one to two weeks of  April. A near normal spring fire season is 
currently forecast, but there may be a growing risk for significant wildfires for the latter half  of  April into May should dryness prevail.
Green-up is under way along the Gulf  Coast, Florida, and coastal South Carolina. Precipitation over the past 30 days has been well below normal across 

drought-stricken west Texas into portions of  western Oklahoma. Dry anomalies are also found along much of  the Gulf  Coast into the coastal plains of  
Georgia and the Carolinas, but several episodes of  heavy rain have helped mitigate longer-term dryness across the Florida Panhandle and northern Florida 
Peninsula. Some short-term dryness has also been noted from western Virginia into the eastern half  of  Kentucky, in addition to the Ozarks. Heading into 
April, some of  these areas may see abundant precipitation as La Niña maintains an active storm track from the Mid- Mississippi Valley to the eastern 
Great Lakes. However, there is a risk for drier than normal conditions in the Southeast and parts of  the Appalachians as a ridge of  high pressure remains 
established over the western Atlantic.
Fire activity has increased considerably across Texas and parts of  Oklahoma the past several weeks, resulting in the Southern Area moving to preparedness 

level four. Fire activity has also been seen on occasion across the Gulf  Coast and in western Arkansas. Severe to extreme drought has increased across Texas 
and diminished slightly over Oklahoma, but little to no drought improvement is expected through spring into summer. In fact, drought feedback may lead 
to a seasonal expansion of  ridging and its associated hot and dry conditions from the Desert Southwest into the Plains with time. Keetch-Byram Drought 
Index (KBDI) values are more than 500 across most of  central and western Texas and Oklahoma and the southern half  of  Florida, with pockets over 700 
in south Texas and southwest Florida. 100-hr dead fuel moisture is below 10% across the southwest one-third of  Texas and ranges from 11-15% in central 
and north Texas. 10-hr fuels are still parched throughout west and south Texas, and recent dryness has also led to some of  the finer fuels drying out across the 
Appalachians and Mid-Atlantic.

–National Interagency Fire Center

MONTH AND YEAR TO DATE COMPARISON TO PREVIOUS 5- AND 10-YEAR AVERAGE
 
Time Period  MARCH  JULY-MARCH  FISCAL YEAR
  Fires  Acres  Fires  Acres  Fires  Acres
5 Year Average  305 3,170.2 962 8,538.2 1,363 10,869.0
10 Year Average  316 2,810.4 1,111 7,980.0 1,505 10,305.5
Current FY¹  507 6,265.0 1,508 12,367.5 1,508 12,367.5

¹To date for current fiscal year
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