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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
As I write this column we are in the midst of the 
holiday season.  Everywhere you go people are 
bustling around, hanging decorations, shopping 
and preparing for holiday celebrations.  In our 
headquarters the Christmas tree is decorated 
(special thanks to David Owen, Frances Waite and 
Carrie Morris), and Cathy Nordeen and Tonya 
Steadman led the charge at the Columbia Office 
as we host our annual Christmas drop-in, which 
is always well attended by members of our retired 
SCFC family.

Employee Spotlight: Robert Gable 
Page  29

Looking back over 2019 we have much 
to be thankful for!  We had a successful 
budget year receiving funding for our 
top priorities.  Full funding for our 
employee benefits and retention request 
this year allowed us to make substantial 
improvements to our compensation 
system, which is having a very positive 
effect on our turnover rates and our 
ability to recruit high-quality employees.  
Over the past 18 months we have 
put more than $1.2 million into the 
paychecks of our employees, thanks to 

help from the Governor’s Office and 
the General Assembly, as we worked to 
improve our compensation system.
We also received critical funding 
for firefighting equipment.  The 
combination of $1 million in new 
recurring funding and $1 million in 
one-time (non-recurring) funding keeps 
our agency on track to replace all open 
cab dozers by 2026.  Reaching this goal 
is very important for the safety of our 
firefighters and the public we protect 
from wildfires.  

Fire Prevention Month Events 
Pages 14-16

Success Story: Discovery Trail Interpretive Signs 
Page 9
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more than $104 million in capital 
improvement projects announced in 
FY2018-2019.  The recently released 
economic contribution report authored 
by Tim Adams, Scott Danskin and 
Edgar Arias shows that forestry 
continues to be a pillar of our state’s 
economy with a $21.2 billion economic 
impact.  And while recent mill closures 
and idling are concerning, recent 
openings, like that of the impressive 
new Roseburg engineered wood 
products facility in Chester, remind us 
that our forest products sector is strong 
and poised for growth. 
This year we, along with all of our 
partners that make it possible, 
celebrated a milestone: the beginning of 
the second 20 years of the Wood Magic 
Forest Fair.  This important outreach 
program has been helping spread the 
message of sustainable forestry to 
students, teachers and other adults for 
my entire career with the Commission. 
I’m also happy to report that next year’s 
Wood Magic events will feature a brand 
new sawmill and a new introduction 
video (more about that in the next 

bulletin). Given the positive impact 
Wood Magic has had on our state I 
am grateful for the leadership and 
commitment that Jerry Shrum, Russell 
Hubright, Matt Schnabel and Beth 
Foley have given to this program over 
the years. 
These are just a few of the things 
that happened within our forestry 
community this year for which I am 
thankful.  As you gather with your 
co-workers, families, and friends to 
celebrate the holidays, take a look back 
at all the blessings in your life and take 
a moment to express your gratitude.  
I would also ask that as we enter this 
special time of year you remember 
that the holiday season doesn’t bring 
happiness for everyone.  For some it 
creates stress and/or depression due 
to the demands of the holidays.  For 
others it brings grief as they remember 
loved ones who are no longer with 
us.  When you have the opportunity I 
encourage each of you to lift up those 
who are troubled during the holidays 
and share your blessings.  The holidays 
are a time for giving.  

The cover photo features a festive holly tree with bright 
red berries.

And speaking of wildfires, wet spring 
conditions led to a relatively quiet fire 
season in 2019.  We ended the fiscal 
year with a new record for the lowest 
number of acres burned in a fiscal year 
(4,882 acres) and were on pace to also 
set a new record low for the number of 
wildfires in a fiscal year.  A significant 
increase in fire activity in late May and 
early June kept that from happening 
with approximately 300 wildfires 
burning over 1,500 acres in just a few 
weeks.  Summer drought conditions led 
to much higher than normal fire activity 
in the early fall but rains arrived just in 
time to keep the fire activity from being 
severe.  Nobody appreciates rain like 
farmers and wildland firefighters!
Infrastructure updates and facility 
improvements were completed around 
the state using carry-forward monies 
created by vacant positions that we 
were unable to fill.  While the vacancies 
created issues in fulfilling our mission, 
the one-time funding resulting from 
those vacancies did allow the agency to 
complete many much- and long-needed 
improvement projects around the 
state.  The end result of these projects 
is improved capacity to perform our 
mission and increased employee morale 
and pride in our workplace.  
Investments in South Carolina’s 
forest industry continue to grow with 

On the Cover

See if you can find the hidden 
dozer located somewhere in this 
issue of Tree Country. (It will be 
smaller that the one to the left 
and NO, it isn’t the one in the 
header of the Safety Message.)

State Forester Scott Phillips  (right) with Roseburg Owner/Chairman Allyn Ford and  Roseburg President/CEO Grady 
Mulbery at the Roseburg grand opening.

Have a 
Merry Christmas 

and a 
Happy New Year!

Merry Christmas!
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Christmas Tree Safety

Provided by IMT Safety Officers Kip Terry and Michael Weeks

BECAUSE YOUR HOLIDAY IS JUST NOT COMPLETE WITHOUT A LIVE TREE, 
FOLLOW THESE SAFETY PRECAUTIONS TO KEEP THREATS AT BAY:

• Fresh trees are less likely to catch fire, so look for a tree with 
vibrant green needles that are hard to pluck and don’t break easily 
from its branches. The tree shouldn’t be shedding its needles readily.
• Always place your tree away from heat sources like fireplaces, 
radiators, candles, heat vents or lights, and keep the tree base filled 
with water to avoid dry-out.
• Make sure all your indoor and outdoor Christmas lights have been 
tested in a lab by the UL or ETL/ITSNA for safety, and throw out 
any damaged lights.
• Any lights you use outdoors must be labeled suitable for exterior 
placement, and be sure to plug them into a ground-fault circuit 
interrupter-protected receptacle.
• Keep all your holiday candles away from your Christmas tree, 
surrounding furniture and décor.
• Bedtime means lights off! Don’t forget to turn your Christmas tree 
lights off each night.

When your tree begins to drop its needles, it’s time to say goodbye to your 
evergreen foliage until next year. So this year, follow these guidelines to 
avoid being another statistic in the National Fire Protection Association 
or United States Fire Administration report during the upcoming holiday 
season.

The Christmas tree in the lobby of the headquarters 
is an Eastern white pine.



November/December 20194

Aiken Barnwell Sector FMO Andy Johnson joined the WUI staff in the role of Firewise Field Coordinator for the Coastal 
Plain Oct. 2. Congratulations, Andy!
Coastal FIA Forester John Bryan was promoted to Calhoun/Orangeburg Project Forester Oct. 17. John will work out of the 
Santee Unit office in Orangeburg. Congratulations, John!

Employee News
New Employees

- Lynn Rivers

Human Resources

Employee Actions

Farewells

Williamsburg Sector Forestry Technician Will Rowell resigned Oct. 2.
Pee Dee Dispatcher Tykeria Briggs resigned Oct. 7.
Piedmont Dispatch Manager Tammie Nana separated from the agency Oct. 22.
Dillon/Florence Sector Forestry Technician Kody McNeil resigned Nov. 12.
Coastal Dispatcher Deboraha Danque  resigned Nov. 24.
Pee Dee Dispatcher Usha McCrae resigned Nov. 27.
Pee Dee Dispatch Manager Brad Lee transferred to the SC Department of Transportation Nov. 29.

Davis Martin

Andrew Williams

Please welcome two new foresters who started  their employment with the agency Oct. 17. Davis 
Martin is the new Project Forester for Clarendon and Sumter counties. Davis will work out of the 
Sumter office. He lives in Summerton and attended Clemson University. He previously worked with 
Martin Brothers Inc.
Andrew Williams is the new Coastal BMP Forester. Andrew lives in Beaufort and attended Laurens 
Academy and Clemson University. He previously worked as a forester with F&W Forestry for two-and-
a-half years and American Forest Management for three years.  Andrew and his wife Emily have a son, 
James, and daughter, Abigail. Andrew loves spending time with his family, and fishing and hunting. 
Andrew will work out of the Hampton office.

We have one new Forestry Technician I who started Nov. 20.  Charles R. McLean, Jr. 
is the new Forestry Technician for the Cherokee/Chester/York Sector. Charles lives in 
Clover and attended Horry Georgetown Technical College, receiving a degree in Forest 
Management. Charles is an avid outdoors man and wildlife manager. 
Please welcome all three new employees when you see them!

Charles R. McLean, Jr.
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Service Awards for November 
Employee’s Name   Position    Location   State Service  
 
Danny Collins   Law Enforcement Investigator  Coastal Region   20 years

Email from State Forester Scott Phillips:
I just wanted to send a quick note to thank everyone who volunteered their time to be part of the Seeking Nevaeh mission.  
This was a very different assignment for our team.  It was also a long and challenging mission.  I really appreciate the way 
everyone pulled together to make this mission a success.  While the events surrounding the mission are tragic you made a 
difference by bringing closure for the family, the community and our state.  Our IMT is an important part of our agency and 
your participation continues to bring value to our agency, our state and everyone we work with.  Thank you!
I also wanted to share a comment from Commissioner Josh Sandt.  This is just one comment I received from our 
Commissioners but I felt he stated it perfectly.

Very sad and I feel for that family.   I continue to be honored to be a part of the SC Forestry Commission and glad we were 
able to help find her and bring her back to her family.
My thanks to all involved.
Josh

Thank you for all you do for the Commission!
- slp 
In an email to Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel dated Nov. 1 from a parent who attended Wood Magic:

Hi Matt,
I am a parent of a 5th grader from Madame Scott’s class and Midway Elementary and I had the privilege of chaperoning 
my son’s class to the Forest Fair this past Tuesday. It was held at Harbison State Forest. What a wonderful field trip and 
opportunity for the fifth graders to experience! I just wanted to tell you that I am so impressed at how professionally it 
was run, how engaging it was and how fun the presenters were in each station. The children were taught so much useful 
information; knowledge they can use for the rest of their lives! I am a former teacher and have never experienced a field trip 
that also included a snack, lunch, and a wonderful (educational and fun) goody bag for each child. How generous!
Thank you again for a great field trip and for coordinating such a great program!
Sincerely, 
Ansley Westbrook

Service Awards for December 
Employee’s Name   Position    Location   State Service  
 
No awards for December



November/December 20196

Money-saving PEBA Perks
If your primary health insurance is either the State Standard or Savings Health Plan, there are some money-saving perks 
available to you at no cost. Take advantage of these value-based benefits at no cost to you at network providers. 

• Preventive screening: Identifying health issues early can prevent serious illness and help save you money. This benefit, 
worth more than $300, allows you to receive a biometric screening at no cost. Share your results with your network 
provider at a well visit to eliminate the need for retesting.

• Flu vaccine: The flu affects between 5 and 20 percent of the U.S. population each year. An annual flu vaccine is the 
best way to reduce your risk of getting sick and spreading it to others.

• Adult vaccinations: Vaccines are one of the safest ways to protect 
your health and the health of those around you. The State Health Plan 
covers adult vaccinations based on age, interval and medical history 
recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control.

• Well-child benefits (exams and immunizations): This benefit aims to promote good health in children through age 
18. The State Health Plan covers recommended doctor visits and immunizations at network providers.

• Colorectal cancer screening: Colorectal cancer is the second-most common cause of cancer deaths in the U.S. The 
State Health Plan covers the cost for both diagnostic and routine screenings, based on age ranges recommended by the 
United States Preventive Services Task Force.

• Cervical cancer screening: Cervical cancer deaths have decreased since the implementation of  widespread cervical 
cancer screenings. The State Health Plan allows women ages 18-65 to  receive a Pap test each calendar year at no cost. 
For women ages 30-65, the Plan covers the HPV test in combination with a Pap test once every five years at no cost.

• No-Pay Copay: No-Pay Copay encourages members to be more engaged in their health — and  saves them money. 
By completing certain activities in the Rally® digital health platform,  members can receive certain generic drugs at no 
cost to them. Covered conditions include: high  blood pressure, high cholesterol, congestive heart failure, heart disease 
and diabetes.

• Mammography: This benefit provides one baseline routine mammogram (four views) for women ages 35-39. Women 
ages 40 and older can receive one routine mammogram (four views) each calendar year. The State Health Plan also 
covers diagnostic mammograms, which  are subject to copayments, deductibles and coinsurance. 

• Diabetes education: Managing your diabetes can help you feel better and reduce your chance  of developing 
complications. This benefit provides diabetes education through certified diabetes  educators.

• Tobacco cessation: This benefit provides enrollment in the Quit For Life® program at no cost. It also includes a $0 
copay for some tobacco cessation drugs to eligible participants.

• Breast pump: This benefit provides members with certain electric or manual breast pumps at no  cost. Members can 
learn how to get a breast pump by enrolling in our maternity management  program.

Benefits/Health
- Allison Doherty
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Take Advantage of  an Adult Well Visit
As a State Health Plan primary member, adults ages 19 and older can take advantage of a well visit at a network provider 
specializing in general practice, family practice, pediatrics, internal medicine and obstetrics and gynecology.
Well visits may be a key part of preventive care. They can reassure you that you are as healthy as you feel, or prompt you to ask 
questions about your health. Evidence-supported services, based on United States Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) 
A and B recommendations, are included as part of an adult well visit under the State Health Plan. After talking with your 
doctor during a visit, the doctor can decide which services you need from the approved USPSTF recommendations and build 
a personal care plan for you.
For Standard Plan members, adult well visits are covered, and are subject to co-payments, deductibles and coinsurance in 
covered years. If you have not met your deductible, you will pay the $14 co-payment plus the remaining allowed amount for 
the visit. If you have met your deductible, you will pay the $14 co-payment plus your 20 percent coinsurance for the visit.
The Plan will only cover one well visit in covered years, based on the following schedule:

• Ages 19-39: Once every three years
• Ages 40-49: Once every two years
• Ages 50 and up: Once a year

Savings Plan members adult well visits are also covered and will include evidence-
supported services  based on USPSTF A and B recommendations at an eligible network provider. The Plan will cover a well 
visit every year for Savings Plan members at no member cost.

Open Enrollment Reminders
• All benefit plan changes will take effect January 1, 2020.
• Increases in Optional Life coverage for you or your spouse may change your premium costs based on the coverage 
amount requested and the age group category the insured person falls under.
• Based on benefit choices made during open enrollment, an employee may see increases or decreases in his/her January 
1, 2020 paycheck.  Please verify your premium deductions and contact the Human Resources Office if you have any 
questions.

Benefits/Health
- Allison Doherty

Aiken/Barnwell Sector Forestry Technician Russell 
Hale appropriately decorated his tumbler for Fire 
Prevention Week

Fire Prevention Tumbler



November/December 20198

CURRENT JOB OPENINGS
For complete information on SCFC  job openings visit http://www.jobs.sc.gov, click on the 
mouse, search by agency for “Forestry”. www.jobs.sc.gov

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Forester I    Closing Date/Time:  Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $37,740.00  Max: $42,269.00
Location: Richland County, South Carolina 

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Trades Specialist III (2 positions) Closing Date/Time:   Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:      Min: $26,010.00   Max: $29,912.00
Location:   Sumter County, South Carolina  

Job Title: FIA Forester I       Closing Date/Time:  Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $37,740.00  Max: $43,288.00
Location: Colleton  County, South Carolina 

Job Title:  Forestry Technician II-Timber      Closing Date/Time:   Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:      Min: $28,903.00   Max: $33,240.00
Location:   Chesterfield County, South Carolina  

The regional office signs are operational now. The 
signs are a vast improvement from the old ones. 
They all have a digital display that runs customized 
messages across the screen. To the left is the Pee Dee 
Region sign.

Regions Get New Signs

Job Title: Forestry Technician I     Closing Date/Time:  12/15/19 11:59 PM
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $23,756.00  Max: $24,944.00
Location: Jasper County, South Carolina 

Job Title: Forestry Technician I     Closing Date/Time:  12/15/19 11:59 PM
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $23,756.00  Max: $24,944.00
Location: Beaufort County, South Carolina 

Job Title: Pee Dee Dispatch Manager    Closing Date/Time:  12/16/19 11:59 PM
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $36,796.00  Max: $47,734.00
Location: Darlington  County, South Carolina 

https://agency.governmentjobs.com/sc/default.cfm?&promotionaljobs=0&transfer=0
www.jobs.sc.gov
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The makeover of the interpretive 
signage on Harbison State Forest’s 
Discovery Trail is now complete. With 
the installation of eight new gel-coat 
laminated, weatherproof, highly UV-
resistant signs, visitors to the forest 
will enjoy a revitalized interpretive 
experience on one of its most well worn 
trails.

This phase of installations brings to a 
close the restoration of signage along the 
Discovery Trail, which is the second in a 
series of trail signage refurbishments at 
Harbison. In 2018, the Environmental 
Education and Communications & 
Public Information staffs designed 
and installed brand new signage 
along the Crooked Pine Trail, whose 
informational/educational panels had 
fallen into disrepair.

Environmental Education Coordinator 
Matt Schnabel and Assistant 
Environmental Education Coordinator 
Beth Foley spearheaded the project, 
serving as technical advisors to the 
creative staff that designed the signs.

“These projects are so much fun to work 
on,” said Schnabel. “Replacing the old, 
worn signage with fantastic new copy 
and graphics is a win-win for us and for 
visitors to the forest.”

Projects like these have long-term 
benefits for Harbison State Forest to 
help the public learn about the forest 
environment, forest protection, and tree 
harvesting. 

CPI Director Doug Wood and Public 
Information Coordinator Justin Holt 
designed the signs, which focus on 
the natural role of fire in the forest, 
measurements, board feet, acreage and 
the relationship between tree height and 
merchantibility.

The signs were fabricated by Pannier 
Graphics, the same company that 
produces interpretive bases, signs and 
exhibits for the National Park Service.

Plans are underway to replace all the 
interpretive signs on the forest’s other 
trail systems within the next five years.

Assistant Environmental Educator Beth Foley and Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel hold up some of the new signs that will complete the interpretive 
experience on the Discovery Trail at Harbison State Forest.

Foley and Schnabel show off some of the new signs 
being installed on the Discovery Trail.
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The City of Conway celebrated the community’s resiliency one 
year after Hurricane Florence with a Conway Strong event.
The city of Conway gave away 240 three-gallon container trees 
and 750 seedlings to Conway residents. A variety of trees, 
including cypress, oaks, and dogwoods were given away on the 
peninsula at the Riverfront Park on a first-come, first-served basis.
Residents who were given a tree were asked to post a photo to 
social media of them planting it at their own home and tag the 
City of Conway. The social media campaign will be a way for 
residents to show the world the city’s resiliency following the 
destruction caused by last year’s storm.
The city held a tree dedication service in Sherwood Park and 
planted a live oak. Pee Dee Urban Forester Lois Edwards spoke 
about trees and stormwater. A ribbon cutting also was held for 
the new Sherwood Playground. The playground site had been 
closed since it was damaged by flood waters from Hurricane 
Florence.
This event was made possible by the Arbor Day Foundation’s 
Community Tree Recovery Campaign – a partnership between 
the Arbor Day Foundation, FedEx and Verizon. In total, 1,127 
trees were added to the Conway’s canopy to help with flood 
mitigation efforts! Many trees were planted along Crabtree 
Swamp Canal. 

Conway Strong Festival Held One Year After Hurricane Florence

Community Forestry
- Lois Edwards

A variety of trees was given to Conway residents to plant.

Residents received seedlings to plant in their yards.

The partners that made the tree planting event possible included the Arbor Day 
Foundation, FedEx, Verizon, the city of Conway and the SC Forestry Commission.

Many trees were planted along Crabtree Swamp Canal.

Pee Dee Urban Forester Lois Edwards and other dignitaries plant a live oak for the 
event.
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The Forestry Commission hosted the 
Military Appreciation Deer Hunt Oct. 
30-Nov. 1 in partnership with the 
Quality Deer Management Association 
(QDMA) at Niederhof Forestry Center 
(NFC). Four SC National Guard 
military personnel participated in 
the hunt along with six hunt auction 
winners from QDMA banquets. 
Everyone had an opportunity to harvest 
deer during the hunt.
There was plenty of wildlife to be 
seen. Over the four hunting periods, 
218 deer, several wild hogs, bobcats, 
alligators, squirrels, raccoons, snakes 
and an armadillo were seen. During 
the hunt, a big 8-point buck, a small 
buck, nine does, and three hogs were 
harvested.
First-time hunter Avery Hellams, with 
SCNG Recruiting and Retention out of 
Greenville, harvested the limit of 2 does 
and a buck on his first hunt ever. He 
was very excited. He said, “Everything 
was phenomenal. I am hooked on 
hunting now! It was a blast. I learned a 
lot and saw a lot.”
Daniel Ross, from the SCNG HHC151 
out of Spartanburg/Greenville, was 
impressed with the abundant wildlife. 
He said, “Just seeing that amount of 
wildlife out there was awesome! That 
made my trip in the first few hours.”
David Gulledge with the 124 Engineer 
Division out of Saluda harvested two 
does. This was his first time hunting in 
4 years. He stated that it was a “very 
enjoyable hunt. I have never seen this 
many deer sitting anywhere else! It was 
great!”
During a break in the hunting action, 
State Forester Scott Phillips was joined 
by QDMA Regional Director Rick 
Counts in presenting the SC National 
Guard Foundation with a check from 

QDMA on behalf of the Forestry 
Commission for $1,000. This money 
comes from the auctioned price from 
three QDMA banquets and goes to 
assist the families of soldiers while they 
are deployed. Phillips also presented the 
soldiers with SCFC Challenge Coins. 
QDMA branches around the state 
provided meals for the hunters. 
The Forestry Commission manages the 
wildlife population on NFC with hunts 
like this. Military appreciation hunts 
also show appreciation to US military 
personnel and allow the building of 
relationships while practicing good 
game management. The hunts also 

increase the awareness of the Forestry 
Commission and its services, and 
convey the importance of forestry to 
South Carolina. 
South Carolina is number one in 
QDMA memberships in the nation 
and had the highest percentage of 
successful deer hunters (at 69%) during 
the 2017 hunting season. QDMA 
branches in South Carolina host youth 
hunts, veteran and adult hunts, and 
educational events. Branches also donate 
venison and make contributions to 
different programs all over the state.

Hunt participants and staff at the presentation of $1,000 to the South Carolina National Guard Fund.

Niederhof  Hosts Military Appreciation Hunt

One of the many deer seen on the hunt, an 8-point 
buck.

QDMA auction winner Billy Newll proudly shows off a 
nice 8-point buck he harvested on the hunt.

SCNG soldier Avery Hellams harvested his first, second 
and third deer at the hunt - which was Avery’s first hunt 
ever.
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SC National Guard Presents Appreciation Awards
The South Carolina National Guard 
Service Member & Family Care 
(SMFC) presented QDMA Regional 
Director Rick Counts and SC Forestry 
Commission State Forester Scott 
Phillips appreciation awards Oct. 31 
during the Military Appreciation Hunt.
The award reads, “Presented to South 
Carolina Forestry Commission in 
grateful appreciation for your tireless 
efforts and outstanding care of South 
Carolina National Guard soldiers and 
their families.”
The award is displayed in the front 
lobby of the headquarters.

SCNG State Youth Director of Service Member Family Care James Harris presented QDMA Regional Director Rick 
Counts and State Forester Scott Phillips awards of appreciation Oct. 31.

More Photos from the Hunt

Daniel Ross from the SCNG HHC151 out of Spartanburg/Greenville sights in his rifle on the range.

State Forester 
Scott Phillips 
and Allendale/
Hampton/Jasper 
Sector FMO Terrell 
Smith measure a 
buck’s antlers.

The group of hunters and staff on the morning of Oct. 31.



November/December 2019 13

Piedmont Urban Forester Dena Whitesides was awarded the 
City of Clinton Arbor Day Service Award Nov. 1.  Over the 
past several years, Dena has worked with Clinton on two 
TD Bank grants and one PRT grant.  She has also assisted 
Clinton by helping to address tree risk, tree selection 
for replacement canopy trees, an ordinance amendment 
on approved species, proper installation and tree care 
and pruning and site preparation to reduce compaction.  
Congratulations on a job well done, Dena!
Clinton held an Arbor Day celebration Nov. 1 and 
surprised Whitesides with the honor. Susan Galloway of 
Clinton Canopy presented Dena with the award. She stated, 
“You may not have met Dena but you have seen evidence 
of her work.” She has spent a lot of time in Clinton the 
last two to three years advising Public Works and assessing 
the health of trees in several of our public parks and along 
major roadways.”
After the presentation, Dena gave a 15-minute educational 
talk about the benefits and importance trees in 
communities, addressed proper management and common 
challenges/problems in the urban environment for trees at 
the Arbor Day event.
Whitesaides said, “I am honored and really enjoy working 
with Clinton.”
You can read the entire article on page 7 of the Laurens 
County Advertiser’s Nov. 6, issue:
https://1543.newstogo.us/editionviewer/default.
aspx?Edition=42845b51-c1fb-4373-912d-e82b3939babe.

Whitesides Presented Clinton Service Award

Dena was presented 
with a certificate of 
appreciation from Clinton 
acknowledging her 
assistance in improving 
green space and tree 
management in their 
community

Susan Galloway of Clinton Canopy presented Dena with the award (above and below).

Community Forestry
- Frances Waite

http://newstogo.us/editionviewer/default.aspx?Edition=42845b51-c1fb-4373-912d-e82b3939babe
http://newstogo.us/editionviewer/default.aspx?Edition=42845b51-c1fb-4373-912d-e82b3939babe
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October was Fire Prevention Month…and what a month it was! Not only were we set to attend several events around the state for 
prevention efforts, but we also had weather patterns lining up very similar to what we saw in the fall of 2016. Drought conditions 
(especially through the middle of the state) were getting high and the only salvation we had for the most part was that the daily 
weather conditions were for the most part working in our favor with lower winds and higher humidity. So with these conditions, it 
was a good time to get the word out to residents about wildfire prevention. 
On the other hand, with the elevated extreme fire potential, we did want to have our local resources available for fire response at 
the same time. When all this was lining up, the fire staff was juggling both of these tasks and trying to plan accordingly. Looking 
back, October ended up being what I would consider a very successful prevention month and we were able to be on the ready of fire 
suppression. There is no question that the key to this success was only possible thanks to all of your hard work and willingness to 
help our SCFC WUI team. 
Federal Prevention Team 
In early October, with the weather conditions and fire potential looming over the state, the US Forest Service ordered a Federal 
Prevention team to come in and assist in our prevention efforts across the state. Federal Prevention teams focus a lot of their efforts 
around the US forest locations, but they also reach out to the state agencies to see if there is a need and to expand out from those 
areas and run traplines and assist in other prevention efforts while they are in the state. So with the help of GIS Manager Kris 
Robinson, we were able to give them a map of where our fire activity was the highest. Using this tool, we were able to use that along 
with the projected weather pattern and hone in some good routes for the prevention team to run traplines and talk to local residents 
in those areas. Special thanks to our sector FMOs local knowledge to give us several locations where folks congregate. Mostly stores 
or restaurants were focused on and the prevention team spoke with thousands of residents. I would also like to thank Kershaw/
Lancaster/Lee Project Forester Gwyn Cloninger for meeting with the team and spending a day working with them. The team really 
enjoyed having a state employee ride along not only for the local knowledge but also to connect with the local residents. 
In addition to running traplines, the prevention team also had a booth at the State Fair for five days, went to a Clemson football 
game with Smokey Bear (https://www.facebook.com/scnfs/videos/990693414608310/) and assisted us with updating our debris 
burning video. I think having the federal team come and help us during this elevated fire danger time was a crucial for us to be able 
to make it through this past October.
Local Prevention Efforts 
For our state folks, this October was extremely busy. This year, we wanted to combine 
our wildfire prevention efforts with the local structural fire departments. October is Fire 
Prevention month and we thought it would be a good opportunity get our message of 
wildfire prevention at the same time. There were several fire departments that already had 
events lined up around the state. Once again, we could not have reached all the people 

and attended all of the events without the 
assistance from all of you. 
Special thanks goes out to the efforts of 
several of our employees from our SCFC 
team: Gwyn Cloninger, Cody Watts, Matt 

Davis, Matt Gilstrap, Ronnie Patterson, Randy Lyles, and Jamie Smith, Ray Cassell, 
Chad Walters, Jason Duck, Kevin Garner, John Wilson, Thomas Scott, Ron Clarke, 
Robert Browning, Donna Green George Martin, Denny Matthews, Jonathan York, 
Branson Tisdale, Wayne Smith, and Clay Rogers. I am sure there are more of you that 
assisted in some sort of prevention efforts across the state. If I missed your name I would like to thank you for your efforts as well. In 
addition to these local folks, I would like to thank Andy Johnson and Chris Revels for their efforts during the month of October. I 
am happy to have the WUI team to full staff and could not have had the successful prevention month without their help. 
Prevention is something that is very hard to calculate. You are in a sense, trying to count the number of fires that never occur. So 
the big picture from a prevention stand point is measured by the participation and willingness of our folks to get out (usually on a 
Saturday) and meet with residents face to face and educate them on risk and prevention from wildfires. So with that, I would like to 
say once again, I am very happy with all of your assistance and efforts this October and throughout the year. On behalf of the WUI 
team, thank you and look forward to working with you all in the future! 

Fire Prevention Month Events

Prevention
- Drake Carroll

Kershaw/Lancaster/Lee Project Forester Gwyn Cloninger 
ran traplines and stopped by “Off the Hook,” an outdoor 
store in Chesterfield County.

https://www.facebook.com/scnfs/videos/990693414608310/
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Fire Prevention Programs
Aiken/Barnwell Sector Forestry Technicians John Wilson and 
Thomas Scott attended a fire prevention day at Belvedere Fire 
Department in Aiken County Oct. 12. Approximately 500 people 
attended the event and children of all ages learned about wildfire 
and bulldozers. 
Charleston/Dorchester Sector FMO Ron Clark and Forestry 
Warden Rob Browning attended a fire prevention event near 
Ravenel Oct. 13. The event started with a parade and ended at a 
local grocery store parking lot with exhibits. Ron and Rob handed 
out Smokey swag and interacted with approximately 200 people. 
Rob’s dozer was unloaded for display and children of all ages looked 
and had a chance to climb in it. 

Prevention
- Andy Johnson

Charleston/Dorchester Sector FMO Ron Clark is ready to hand out fire prevention 
materials in Ravenel.

Prevention Video
When the US Forest Service prevention team was working 
in-state, they filmed a new video Oct. 14 concerning outdoor 
burning  with the assistance of Coastal Firewise Field Coordinator 
Andy Johnson. 
Andy said, “We had it all planned out, the filming location and 
actors, until Sunday night. Mother Nature decided to change our 
plans. The first filming location received almost a .25’ inch of rain! 
Needless to say that we had to back up and punt. Plan B was my house. My dad 
was called in to be the actor and to my back yard we went. “
The film crew did a great job and the video was published on the agency Facebook 
page.

Children enjoy sitting in the dozer at the Ravenel event.

The prevention team crew works on the video.

Coastal Firewise 
Field Coordinator 
Andy Johnson with 
daughter Karly 
and father Bobby 
watch the team 
prepare the site 
to video behind 
Andy’s house.
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This future firefighter enjoyed looking at the dozer.

Lynches River Unit
- Gwyn Cloninger

Camden held its annual Fire Fest Sept. 28 at the Camden City 
Arena on South Broad Street. Approximately 3,000 people 
attended the event. 
Fire Fest consists of a parade of emergency vehicles through 
downtown Camden and ends at Rhame Arena. There are 
antique fire trucks, kids’ games, demonstrations, firefighter 
competitions and local entertainment. This event is free so 
that citizens and visitors can learn about the importance of 
fire prevention and fire safety. Fire Fest is the kick off for Fire 
Prevention Week. 
Kershaw/Lee Sector FMO Cody Watts, Forestry Technician 
Matt Davis, and Kershaw/Lancaster/Lee Project Forester 
Gwyn Cloninger attended the event, handing out fire safety 
information and Smokey items. Davis had his firefighting unit 
on site.

Camden’s Fire Fest Kicks Off  Fire Prevention Week

Children and adults enjoy getting close to the fire equipment.

The fire department demonstrated how to put out a burning home.These youngsters 
try to stay cool 
on the back of a 
fire truck.
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Erwin Elementary Holds Career Festival

Lynches River Unit
- Gwyn Cloninger

Chesterfield/Lancaster Sector Forestry Warden Rusty Ribelin and 
Kershaw/Lancaster/Lee Project Forester Gwyn Cloninger participated 
in a STEAM ( Science,  Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) Career 
Festival at Erwin Elementary School in Lancaster County Nov. 22.  
Gwyn and Rusty shared what the Forestry Commission does, mostly 
focusing on wildland fire; including controlled burns and fighting 
wildfire. 
They gave out Smokey activity booklets and other giveaway items to the 
children and showed some of our firefighting equipment and hand tools. 
The children also had the opportunity to see the dozer Rusty uses to fight 
fires. Gwyn and Rusty had a great day and hopefully planted a seed for 
future generations. 

Children enjoy sitting in the dozer. Rusty’s daughter Addison is the middle child. 
She got to learn more about what her father does at work.

Rusty explains how we use various hand tools to fight fire.

Ribelin tells students how he puts fire out with a bulldozer.
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Coopers Visit Granite Mountain Memorial
Williamsburg Sector Forestry Technician Clay Cooper and Georgetown/
Williamsburg Project Forester GraceAnna Cooper took a vacation to 
Arizona to so some hiking Oct. 31 - Nov. 7. They spent a day in Yarnell, 
Arizona doing the Granite Mountain Hotshot Memorial hike. Once 
they made it to the overlook of the fatality area, they left a SCFC patch 
on the tribute wall. It was definitely a very moving experience for the 
both of them. 
Clay and GraceAnna also made it to the Havasupai Indian Reservation, 
hiking a total of 23 miles through the Grand Canyon to Havasu Falls 
and Mooney Falls. 

Clay and GraceAnna hiked to the beautiful Havasu Falls.
Visiting the Tribute Wall was very moving for both firefighters and now the Forestry Commission is on the 
wall.

On a beautiful, crisp, fall day at Harbison State Forest, members of the Outdoor Afro 
organization learned about the SC Forestry Commission, forest management, and the 
natural and cultural history of the forest.  
The program was led by Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel and 
organized by Outdoor Afro leader Alma Busby-Williams.  While hiking on the trails 
Nov. 9, participants learned how the forest is being sustainably managed, what the 
Commission does for the citizens of SC, and how 
forest industry in our state helps to conserve the 
state’s forest resources.  
Outdoor Afro is a national non-profit organization 
that “celebrates and inspires African American 
connections and leadership in nature.”  The 
organization “connects thousands of people to 
outdoor experiences, who are changing the face of 
conservation.”    

Harbison Hosts  Outdoor Afro

Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel 
with some members of Outdoor Afro.

Schnabel led the group on a hike on the 
trails of Harbison State Forest.
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Kershaw/Lee Sector FMO Cody Watts burns out a corner on 
a 30-acre wildfire on River Road in upper Kershaw County 
Sept. 16.

Pee Dee Assistant Regional 
Forester James Brunson sent in 
this photo of a pumpkin his wife 
carved for Halloween.

Forest Resource Director Tim Adams speaks at the Association of Consulting 
Foresters meeting at Harbison Environmental Education Center Oct. 17.

Environmental Coordinator Holly Welch discusses wood mats with Brady Hill, 
operator of The Angry Beaver Sawmill in Darlington, as a part of the upcoming 
TOP Logger Update video.

Pee Dee Assistant Regional Forester James Brunson and Darlington/Marlboro 
Sector FMO Shawn Feldner get ready to record a training video for the 
firetrack Oct.  15.

Forest Management Chief Russell Hubright gets 
caught red -handed by the Smokey Bear blow-up.

Assistant Education Coordinator Beth Foley, 
Public Information Coordinator Justin Holt and 
Edgefield/McCormick/Saluda Project Forester 
Henry Hutto  pose with the blow-up Smokey on 
loan from the US Forest Service for Wood Magic.

Beaufort/Jasper Sector FMO Russell Mixson  is 
surprised by the camera while talking to State 
Forester Scott Phillips.
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Forest Resource
- Tim Adams

DNA Fingerprinting at Manchester
Manchester State Forest Director James Douglas, Forest 
Resource Analyst Scott Danskin and Resource Development 
Director Tim Adams met at Manchester State Forest Oct. 3 for 
target practice.  Sighting in a .22 caliber rifle was one thing;  
hitting a twig swaying in the breeze at 80+ feet above the 
ground was much harder.  Thanks to “Deadeye Douglas” and 
“Sharpshooter Scott,” they finished shooting by noon, before 
the temperatures reached the high 90’s.  
This was the very first involvement in a southern DNA 
fingerprinting project led by the North Carolina State 
University Cooperative Tree Improvement Program of which 
the Forestry Commission is a member.  The cost of mapping 
DNA has declined dramatically over the years as computing 
power has increased.  In the foreseeable future, DNA mapping 
could replace progeny testing in selecting the next generation 
of superior trees.  Cooperative members are taking the initial 
steps on this journey by fingerprinting the DNA of 25 of the 
best superior loblolly pine trees in member orchards and clone 
banks.  
While SCFC foresters are often known for writing forest 
management plans and fighting wildfires, we are also involved 
in many unique programs such as this DNA fingerprinting 
project.  How many times have you been asked, “What does a 
forester do?”  DNA fingerprinting is one more thing you can 
add to your list.  

Manchester State Forest Director James  “Deadeye” Douglas was very accurate in 
hitting the small twigs in the top of the trees.

Forest Resource Analyst Scott  “Sharpshooter” Danskin takes aim for 
the twigs in a superior tree.

Resource 
Development 
Director Tim Adams 
was happy with 
his target practice 
sighting in the rifle.
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Fifth Graders Have Fun Learning at Wood Magic
The Wood Magic Forest Fair is an educational program for 5th graders to help them 
learn about sustainable forestry and about the forest industry at three locations in 
our state. The goal of the program is to teach kids how important forests and forest 
products are in their everyday lives. A key point made during this event was that 
through sustainable management we can enjoy the many benefits of a growing 
forest and can also harvest trees for the thousands of useful products that improve 
our quality of life. The goal is accomplished through a variety of hands-on activities 
led by forestry professionals from several organizations. 
Wood Magic was held at the SC Botanical Gardens in Clemson Oct. 8-11 with 
584 5th graders attending. There were 56 volunteers working as guides, instructors, 
and food servers, as well as other behind the scenes jobs.  Volunteers came from all 
backgrounds, agencies, organizations, and businesses outside our agency including: 
Clemson Extension, SC Master Naturalist, US Forest Service, International 
Paper, Forestry Association of South Carolina, Georgia-Pacific, Collum’s Lumber, 
Chestatee Chattahoochee RC&D Council, AnMed Health, Challenge Design 
Innovation, USC School of Medicine, and Clemson University.  Four Clemson 
Forestry Club members also volunteered throughout the week gaining valuable 
experience in forestry education and outreach.
Seven-hundred-fifty 5th grade students attended the program Oct. 28-Nov. 1 at 
Harbison State Forest.  There were 72 volunteers working as guides, instructors, 
and food servers, as well as other behind the scenes jobs.  Volunteers came from all 
backgrounds, agencies, organizations, and businesses outside our agency including: 
Clemson Extension, SC Master Naturalist, USFS, FASC, Bobcat Forestry, Boise 
Cascade, Central Carolina Technical College, Domtar Paper, RMS, Sonoco 
Recycling, True North Forestry, and WestRock.  Thirty-one CCTC students also 
volunteered gaining valuable experience in forestry education and outreach.
The Wood Magic Forest Fair at Hobcaw Barony was held Nov. 19-22. Five-
hundred-thirty-two 5th grade students attended. We had 53 volunteers working 
as guides, instructors, and food servers, as well as other behind the scenes jobs.  
Volunteers came from all backgrounds, agencies, organizations, and businesses 
including: Boise Cascade, Canfor Southern Pine, Clemson Extension, Forestry 
Association of SC, Hobcaw Barony, Horry Georgetown Tech, Interfor-Georgetown 
Division, International Paper, Palmetto Timber Inventory, Rayonier, Resource 
Management Service, SC Forestry Commission, True North Forestry, US Forest 
Service, and US Fish and Wildlife Service. Twelve Horry Georgetown Tech students 
also volunteered gaining valuable experience in forestry education and outreach.

Students laugh at the magic show.

Students love getting their gift bag.

Education
- Beth Foley

Students enjoy learning the paper song.

Students enjoy the pizza served at Wood Magic. A class poses in front of the banner.
A student checks the health of a tree.
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South Carolina Firsts
This milestone occurred in South Carolina and was the first of its kind in the United States.
First golf club - September 29, 1786
Scottish merchants formed the South Carolina Golf Club in Charleston. Club members played on 
Harleston Green in Charleston until 1800.

Wood Magic Celebrates 20 Years
It may seem hard to believe, but the Wood Magic 
Forest Fair has been teaching students and teachers 
about sustainable forestry for 20 years!  In that time, 
this program has reached over 30,000 students and 
over 5,000 teachers and other adults.  
To celebrate this landmark, there was a brief 
celebration during the Wood Magic Forest Fair at 
Harbison State Forest.  After the Magic Show Oct. 
30 there was a special slide show of past Wood Magic 
events. 
Several retirees, current employees, and personnel from 
other agencies that have been involved over the years 
attended the event. They were invited to take a walking 
tour of the learning stations, have lunch with teachers 
and students, experience the Magic Show, and learn 
about Wood Magic’s achievements. They also received 
a goody bag, including t-shirt for their support of the 
educational program.

Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel was interviewed 
about Wood Magic by WOLO-TV 25 (ABC Columbia).

Retirees, current and former employees, and personnel from other agencies that have been 
involved with the program attended the event. 

Forest Management Chief Russell Hubright 
welcomed the attendees. Russell has worked with 
the program since its inception.

State  Forester Scott Phillips thanked 
everyone for their assistance in making 
Wood Magic a success.
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Columbia is a Certified Community Wildlife Habitat
On a crisp, cool Friday, October 11 Sara Green, executive director of the South Carolina Wildlife Federation (SCWF), 
welcomed guests to the Robert Mills House for the official certification ceremony of Columbia as a Certified Community 
Wildlife Habitat.
The SCWF is the state affiliate of the National Wildlife Federation (NWF) headquartered in Reston, Va. The NWF partners 
with communities in 50 states and U.S. territories to restore and preserve wildlife habitats and the balance of life in ecosystems. 
Communities earn community-wide certification by certifying individual properties including schools, parks, churches, 
libraries, businesses, and agencies in the municipality and by providing educational support to do so. Green noted examples of 
city certified habitats at AC Moore Elementary, Mast General Store, the S.C. Forestry Commission’s demonstration native 
tree and garden behind Harbison State Forest, Rosewood Market, Forest Lake Presbyterian Church, Historic Columbia 
Robert Mills House, University of South Carolina, and Riverbank’s Zoo to name a few of the more than 700 properties in 
Columbia that are certified.
The community certification recognized the conservation and education programs conducted between SCWF staff and Garden 
Clubs of South Carolina, Master Naturalists, ProBirder Program, and continuous presentations to schools and organizations. 
Green recognized Jay Keck, Habitat Education Manager, and Grace Allen, community outreach assistant, as SCWF staff who 
worked diligently to get the community certification on the books.
Collin O’Mara, president and CEO of NWF, said, “You are doing something special in Columbia with recycling, the clean 
energy campaign, and backyard habitat programs. There is no better economic development strategy than taking care of 
wildlife habitat. Wildlife is not political. Heavy handed regulation isn’t needed but rather collaborative engaging to recover 
American’s wildlife past.”
Mayor Steve Benjamin said, “Columbia is proud to join 200 communities in the US designated as wildlife habitats and to be 
the largest of seven community habitats in South Carolina.” Benjamin read a proclamation from city council naming October 
11, 2019 as Columbia Community Wildlife Habitat Day.
Keith Mearns, director of grounds for Historic Columbia, venue hosting the ceremony, spoke on the deliberate use of native 
plants in the gardens on Historic Columbia properties to showcase the possibilities and benefits of native plants. They maintain 
an online garden plant database on their website at www.historiccolumbia.org/gardendatabase.
Green emphasized the SCWF’s mission for wildlife and wildlife habitats is a continuous and unending process. For information 
on developing your backyard wildlife habitat, visit www.scwf.org.

https://www.thecolumbiastar.com/articles/its-official-columbia-is-a-certified-community-wildlife-habitat/

Just for Fun

Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel came across this old sawmill while on a 
backpacking trip. It was on the Blue Wall passage of the Palmetto Trail near Saluda, NC. The 
two blades were 16 feet apart - exactly one log.

What is It?

http://www.historiccolumbia.org/gardendatabase
http://www.scwf.org
https://www.thecolumbiastar.com/articles/its-official-columbia-is-a-certified-community-wildlife-habitat/
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Roseburg Forest Products recently celebrated the grand opening 
of their new plant in Chester, SC Oct. 28. The facility will 
produce laminated veneer lumber headers and beams used in 
residential and commercial construction.
Roseburg Forest Products held a ribbon-cutting ceremony to 
celebrate the grand opening of its newly constructed Chester, 
S.C., engineered wood plant. S.C. Gov. Henry McMaster 
participated in the event, along with Roseburg President and 
CEO Grady Mulbery and Roseburg owner and Chairman Allyn 
Ford.
Located on Lancaster Highway, the plant is the most 
technologically advanced manufacturing facility of its kind and 
features the highest-capacity press in the world. The project was 
first announced in early 2017 and the construction team broke 
ground later that same year. When fully operational, the plant 
will employ approximately 145 people from the area.
Roseburg did extensive research prior to choosing a location 
for the new plant, with criteria including market demand, raw 
materials availability and cost, and business climate front and 
center.
“South Carolina is a great state to do business in,” Roseburg 
President and CEO Grady Mulbery said. “Our research showed 
that this region was an ideal place to locate this facility, with 
its steady demand, healthy market and bountiful wood supply. 
Chester County and the state of South Carolina stood out, 
offering outstanding support and assistance as we navigated 
through the process. ”
Attendees included state and local politicians, regional officials, 
and more than 100 newly hired Roseburg employees. After the 
ribbon cutting, project leaders guided guests and a tour of the 
state-of-the-art manufacturing plant, which produced its first 
board on Sept. 19.
“What started out as an undeveloped plot of land is now home 
to a state-of-the-art manufacturing facility thanks to the efforts 
of a team of people with the vision and knowledge to make it 
happen,” Allyn Ford, Roseburg’s owner and board chairman, 
said. “Because of those efforts, 145 people will have jobs that did 
not exist before, and 145 families will earn a stable income in a 
safe work environment that contributes to the overall health and 
prosperity of this community and this state.”

Gov. McMaster speaking at the Roseburg grand opening.

Roseburg Opens New Plant in Chester

State Forester Scott Phillips observes the Roseburg manufacturing facility.

The Chester Roseburg plant produced its first board Sept. 19.

DID YOU KNOW?
One oak tree can produce more than 2,000 acorns every year, but only one in 10,000 acorns will 
manage to develop into an oak tree.
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Chesterfield/Lancaster Sector Forestry Technician Glen Lampley  and Dillon/Florence Sector Forestry Technician Joseph Marlowe  learn how to measure trees at the Forest Tree 
Measurements training Nov. 14.

Kodama Elected 2020 SAF Vice President
Retired State Forester Gene Kodama has been elected vice president of 
(Society of American Foresters) SAF for 2020. An SAF Certified Forester, 
Kodama retired in 2018 as the South Carolina state forester and is currently 
president of LLCs founded in 2006 to provide property and forestry services, 
and owner of Walnut Bluff, an American Tree Farm. Following his service 
as vice president, Kodama will serve as president in 2021, and as immediate 
past president in 2022. 
In addition, four individuals have been elected to three-year terms on the 
SAF Board: Mark Buckbee of Roseburg, Ore., District 2; Tara Bal, CF, 
of Houghton, Michigan, District 5; Anne Jewell, CF, of Mechanicsville, 
Virginia, District 8; and William “Buddy” Stalnaker, CF, of  Nacogdoches, 
Texas, District 11.
The member referendum to add a young professional representative to the 
SAF Board of Directors passed. This new non-voting board position will 
begin in 2021.
The four candidates elected to the board will serve three-year terms beginning 
January 1, 2020. They will sit on the SAF Board of Directors with representatives from seven other SAF voting districts, the 
vice president, president, and the chief executive officer.
SAF’s Board of Directors provides leadership and direction to SAF to ensure the achievement of its mission to advance the 
science, technology, education, and practice of forestry. Included among the Board’s duties are reviewing annual and long-range 
budget projections; serving as a communications link among the members of their voting district; reviewing SAF national 
office programs as they relate to the mission, representing SAF to the public, and evaluating the CEO’s performance. 

https://www.eforester.org/Main/SAF_News/2019/Kodama_Elected_2020_Vice_President.aspx

Technician Training: Forest Tree Measurements

https://www.eforester.org/Main/SAF_News/2019/Kodama_Elected_2020_Vice_President.aspx
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Can you guess who is disguised as Smokey? Since it had been raining and was a little damp for fire, Smokey visited an office.

Smokey is on the Prowl

SuperCar Made Of  Wood

???

Electric vehicles have been turning the tide in the automotive industry 
in terms of making cars better for the environment. But Japan’s 
Ministry of the Environment believed we could do better—and the 
result is an unprecedented supercar made entirely of wood.
The entire car is composed of nano cellulose fibers, or plant-
derived material (including agricultural waste) that’s one-fifth of the 
weight of—and five times as strong as—steel, the Ministry of the 
Environment notes. By using those fibers to compose most of the 
bodywork and part of the tub, the result is a car about half as light as 
your traditional one, with a ten percent overall reduction in mass.
That alone is a pretty awesome feat, but the production process also 
drastically reduces carbon emissions associated with automotive 
manufacturing. It’s basically just recycling on a massive scale.
The Nano Cellulose Vehicle (NCV) looks awesome. The sharp-cut angles 
of the bodywork and the butterfly doors immediately bring to mind 
Lamborghini, or the Acura NSX. The interior features kimono-wrapped seats 
and a gorgeous wooden dashboard (not just that fake wood look you get in 
most cars).
That said, all of the research and design has gone into the bodywork, not the 
stuff that makes the car run. There isn’t really any information at all out there 
about what kind of power source will be implemented, but the rumor is that 
it’ll be equipped with a hydrogen fuel cell and have a top speed of... 12 mph.
So, yes, there’s some room for improvement in the powertrain. But the rest 
of the car? Certifiably awesome.
https://jalopnik.com/the-car-is-made-of-wood-1839437562

https://jalopnik.com/the-car-is-made-of-wood-1839437562
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As a member of a online Radio Engineer Forum, Special Projects Coordinator Lloyd Mitchell has heard the name of SCFC 
retiree Harold Kinley come up several times. Harold was the Communication Manager in the Piedmont Region before his 
retirement and has since passed away. 
Several of the members of the Forum recalled fondly how knowledgeable Harold was and a few actually emailed or called him 
for advice.  His books, were technically correct, full of tips and solid knowledge he personally developed and made sure was 
correct. Many members expressed that they had his books or wished they still had one.  The younger guys started asking about 
the possibility of a copy and Mitchell did a little digging and found that on Amazon, his books are no longer in print but a few 
people have set a “WOW price”  of $869.46 on their remaining copies.
https://www.amazon.com/Radiomans-Manual-Devices-Principles-Practices/dp/1884932452
The Radioman’s Manual of RF Devices: Principles and Practices
This books deals with the RF aspects of radio communication. Whether you’re involved in land mobile radio, ham radio, 
marine radio or aviation radio, this book has something for you! Understanding RF devices and principles is essential to a good 
understanding of radio communication. If you are involved in the technical aspects of radio communications, you will find this 
manual indispensable.
$869.46  348 pages  Publisher: Noble Pub (2003)

Retiree Kinley’s Book Holds a HighValue

Pennsylvania Squirrels Hide More Than 200 Walnuts Under Hood
Rodents and vehicles do not mix...
A Pittsburgh-area woman with car trouble popped the hood of her vehicle 
to find squirrels had hidden more than 200 walnuts in the car’s body.
Chris Persic told KDKA-TV his wife called to tell him their car smelled like 
it was burning and was making a weird noise. He told her to pop the hood, 
and she found walnuts and grass piled over the engine. The couple took the 
car to a mechanic, who found half a trashcan’s worth of walnuts under the 
engine.
Persic said the walnuts did not cause any extensive damage, though a 
squirrel may have chewed through or pulled out the fuel injector hose on 
his new truck. The couple has gotten a quote to remove a black walnut tree 
from their property.
“Funny thing is I was thinking that for how massive the tree is, and how 
many walnuts have fallen (and how many dents our vehicle received), there 
really aren’t many on the ground,” Persic told KDKA.
https://www.foxnews.com/auto/pennsylvania-squirrels-hide-more-than-200-walnuts-under-suv-hood-
see-the-photo

The photo that Chris Persic’s wife sent him when she opened the 
hood of her vehicle.

Just for Fun
West Unit Forester Michael Weeks 
and Black River Unit Forester Ron Holt 
take it to the field! Michael and Ron 
raced the 40-yard dash during the ACC 
Championship festivities in Charlotte 
Dec. 7. Neither would say who won.

https://www.amazon.com/Radiomans-Manual-Devices-Principles-Practices/dp/1884932452
https://www.foxnews.com/auto/pennsylvania-squirrels-hide-more-than-200-walnuts-under-suv-hood-see-the-photo
https://www.foxnews.com/auto/pennsylvania-squirrels-hide-more-than-200-walnuts-under-suv-hood-see-the-photo
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When Edgefield/McCormick/Saluda 
Sector Forestry Technician Robert Gable 
retired in 2012 after 35 years of military 
service, he quickly found out that 
retirement life wasn’t for him.
“I had been home for about a month 
with quote-unquote nothing to do. I 
told myself ‘I have to find something 
else to do,’” he said with a laugh.
He didn’t have to look for long because 
the Forestry Commission had an 
opening for a forestry technician in 
his area. He applied for the position 
and was hired in December 2012. He 
immediately fell in love with the job for 
two reasons.
“I like being outdoors. Just out in 
nature. It’s fun,” he said. “And every 
fire is different, so you learn something 
every time you go out.” 
Gable is no stranger to seeing something 
different on the job every day. During 
his time with the Active Guard 
Reserve, National Guard and Army, 
he experienced a variety of situations 
and cultures, as his duties led him 
to Honduras twice, Panama twice, 
Ecuador, Belize and Iraq.
His tour to Iraq was especially eye-
opening. He was deployed for a year 
beginning in April 2003, and the troops 

had the bare minimum supplies at the 
beginning of the deployment.
“When we got there, there wasn’t a 
PX (post exchange). We had bottled 
water and MREs (meals ready to eat),” 
he recalled. “If you didn’t have it sent 
to you in the mail, you didn’t have it. 
We went to July until we got our first 
cooked meal, and it was hamburgers.”
While those who live in South Carolina 
think it’s miserably hot, Gable said 
it’s nothing compared to what he 
experienced in Iraq.
“It was 120 during the day, but there 

was no humidity. It was a dry heat,” 
he explained. “If you were out in the 
convoy, it was like someone was holding 
a hair dryer in your face.” 
Gable received the Bronze Star Medal 
and Combat Action Badge following 
his tour to Iraq. The Bronze Star is 
awarded to those who go above and 
beyond during the heat of battle, while 
the Combat Action Badge is awarded 
for either engaging the enemy or being 
engaged by the enemy.
“I led a couple of missions to go pick 
up broken-down vehicles and stuff that 
I didn’t really have to do but I did it 

Robert Gable: Always Ready to Serve

Robert G
able

Gable led the Tools portion of the 2018 Woodland Clinic. Students had to identify various forestry tools and 
equipment.
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because it was the right thing to do,” he 
said.
Outside of serving in the military and 
working for the Forestry Commission, 
Gable works part time as a firefighter 
for McCormick County Emergency 
Services. He also worked as a high 
school football referee in South Carolina 
for 25 years. He officiated games in all 
classifications, including games in the 
state playoffs. 
“I enjoyed the camaraderie and going 
to the different schools,” he said. “We 
didn’t work as an assigned crew as far as 
five people working together every ball 
game. It was somebody different every 
game. It was a lot of fun.”
While officials seem to be scrutinized 
more than anything for their 
performance during games, Gable said 
that wasn’t always the case.
“The crew received a letter from a game 
we had worked at Pelion,” he said. “The 
coach sent an attaboy letter to the league 
office saying how good the officiating 
was even though they lost the game.”
Gable, who grew up in McCormick 
and graduated from McCormick High 
School in 1978, now lives in Edgefield 
County with his wife, Sally Anne. The 
couple has been married for 12 years 
and has four grown children, David, 
Samantha, Taylor and Jordan.

When the family is together, they like to 
spend time outdoors, including walking 
nature trails and looking for creek rocks 
in the creek behind their house.
“Once it gets cool enough, we go 
looking for rocks without having to 
worry about snakes,” he quipped.
One of his favorite things to do is spend 
time with his three grandchildren, 
Jeremy, 9, Kynlee, 8, and Natalie, 7. 
He said Kynlee and Natalie really like 
fishing in the ponds near his house.
“If you take one, you have to take 
both,” he said. “Most of the time we go 
to the pond about 150 yards from the 
house. They catch mostly small things. I 

just bait the hook with a piece of dough 
bread and let them fish. It’s fun.”
In his spare time, Gable enjoys 
following NASCAR, although his level 
of interest has dropped off because of all 
the changes in the sport in recent years. 
His favorite driver was NASCAR legend 
Mark Martin, and Gable was able to 
meet him because he worked as a part of 
the safety team at Darlington Raceway 
for 20 years.
“He was a down to earth person. You 
could sit and talk to him,” he said. 
“That was one of the advantages of 
working (at Darlington). If you were 
around them, you could talk to them.”

(SPOTLIGHT, cont.)

Robert was a high school football referee for 25 years and enjoyed the camaraderie.

Sergeant First Class Gable at his last formation at Fort 
Gordon before his retirement. 

Robert with his family:  back row left to right are Robert, step-son Jordan and step-son David. Seated in the 
middle row are daughter Samantha, wife Sally Anne, daughter Taylor  and daughter-in-law Allison. Seated in the 
front row are his grandchildren: Jeremy, Natalie and Kynlee. 
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Current Fire Numbers for South Carolina

Fire Weather Outlook

MONTH-AND YEAR-TO-DATE COMPARISON TO PREVIOUS 5- AND 10-YEAR AVERAGE

Time Period   NOVEMBER  JULY -NOVEMBER     FISCAL YEAR
 FIRES ACRES    FIRES ACRES FIRES ACRES
5-Year Average     84 2,469 367 3,624 1,418 10,600
10-Year Average    110 1,472 451 2,934 1,764 12,044
Current FY¹        30 116 566 3,783 566 3,783

¹To date for current fiscal year

Southern Area:  
Below Normal significant large 
fire potential is expected across 
the northwestern portion of 
the geographic area December 
through February followed by 
a return to Normal potential 
for March. All other areas can 
expect Normal significant large 
fire potential during the outlook 
period.
A colder and mostly wetter 
than average outlook period is 
expected for the region. The 
expected development, strength, 
and location of a persistent 
atmospheric blocking pattern 
across Alaska and Canada will 
provide clues for the degree 
of cooling the region will see. 
Some snowfall is possible in 
the Deep South. To the south, 
a strong Atlantic high pressure 
system will likely continue 
to reduce the quantity and 
frequency of rainfall across 
Florida. That said, a higher 
trending humidity environment and some rain activity is still expected which will limit the fire potential. A drier than average 
pattern may develop from the Ohio Valley southwest into Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Texas. In late winter and early spring, this 
could elevate fire potential for Oklahoma and Texas. On the island of Puerto Rico, a declining tropical pattern will usher in 
the dry season beginning in January. Excessive drying occurring at this time could be a fuel loading issue given the rather wet 
conditions of summer and fall.
With the exception of Florida, soil moisture, precipitation, and stream flows are all above to well above the average and fuels 
remain extremely moist (18 to 25% plus). Most of the region is drought-free. A very small area of long-term drought is shown 
in far northeastern Oklahoma. Abnormally dry conditions are present across southern Florida.
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Photo of the Month

Please send in your 
photos or news to 
Michelle Johnson at 
mjohnson@scfc.gov.

Quote of the Month

“Champions are made 
from something they 

have deep inside them 
– a desire, a dream, a 

vision.”

Muhammad Ali

REQUIEM
The big pine trees, that proudly rise
Tall tier on tier against the skies,
Must die—and soon—dark smoke clouds spill
The burning brands across the hill.

Long centuries, benign, serene,
They’ve clothed the land in living green;
A forest of majestic sweep,
With hidden valleys, cool and deep.

Where wild things came, year after year,
To rear their young, free from all fear;
And winter snows and summer rains
Were held in store for thirsty plains.

How desolate the land will be!
How sad the blackened stumps to see!
For many men shall come and go
Ere once again he big pines grow.

  --By Irene Welch Grissom

Taken from the book titled “Poems, Prose and Songs of Trees and Woodlands for South Carolina”, published 
by the S.C. State Commission of Forestry.

Niederhof Forestry Center Manager Chris King sent in this photo of storm clouds and lightning  in June.
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