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Risk, as defined in the Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary, can be put into very simple terms: 
possibility of loss or injury; someone or something 
that creates or suggests a hazard. Everyone is 
exposed to some level of risk at our jobs and in 
our day-to-day lives, whether it’s driving to the 
grocery store, walking through a swamp to evaluate 
a logging operation, or fighting a wildfire. We all 
take steps to mitigate these risks and to minimize 
the chance that the risk will translate into an 
injury. 

Employee Spotlight: Roger Byrd 
Page  20

Wearing all of the personal protective 
equipment (PPE) provided is one way 
to minimize risk and to protect yourself 
when working. For wildland firefighters, 
we provide Nomex firefighting 
clothing, leather boots that meet the 
National Fire Protection Association 
specifications for wildland fire, hardhats, 
eye protection, ear protection, and a 
“new”-generation fire shelter. Each of 
these serve a specific purpose and add 
some degree of protection from injury. 
The use of PPE is not optional; it is 
required by agency policy, and we all 
have a responsibility to wear it. 

Some risks are obvious: high flame 
lengths, torching trees and long-distance 
spotting. Other threats are more 
difficult to understand. The primary 
example of this in wildland fire is the 
exposure to smoke that we receive as we 
fight wildfires and conduct prescribed 
burning. Smoke from wildfires contains 
hundreds of compounds, and over time, 
all of them can be bad for your health. 
Here are a few examples:

· Aldehydes are volatile organic 
compounds that can cause 
immediate irritation of the eyes, nose 

Forest Health Update 
Page 11

Success Story: Waite Wins NASF National Award 
Page 7
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Nomex is not effective if it is excessively 
dirty, soaked with fuel, or if it has holes. 
The NWCG guidance is very clear: 
proper and periodic cleaning is essential 
to maintain the thermal protective 
performance of Nomex, so it should 
be washed like normal laundry, with 
an extra rinse cycle to help remove 
any residual soaps or detergents. The 
Nomex should tumble-dry until slightly 
damp, then hung up to complete 
drying. Over-drying damages the fabric, 
and Nomex should never be washed 
with bleach, peroxides or other strong 
oxidizing agents. Nomex that is soaked 
with fuel should be removed right away 
and fully cleaned before being worn on 
the fireline. 
In addition to keeping our Nomex 
washed and making sure it is 
serviceable, we all need to take steps 
to minimize the amount of ash and 
residue that stays on our skin after we 
spend time on the fireline. Multiple 
studies have shown that as your skin 
temperature increases by 5 degrees, the 
amount of absorption through the skin 
of fine particles goes up 400%. 
While we can’t avoid getting some 
particulate matter on our skin when 
fighting a wildfire or conducting a 
prescribed burn, we can take steps to 
reduce the amount that is absorbed. 
You should always 
take a shower 
as soon as you 
can after you get 
home to remove 
particulate matter 
from your skin. 
To help reduce the 
long-term exposure 
to dust, ash, and 

smoke particles that we regularly 
encounter in wildland fire before you 
get home, the agency just purchased 
specially made skin wipes that will 
be distributed to the field. These 
decontamination wipes, made by Black 
Smoke, are designed for firefighters to 
use as soon as possible when they leave 
a fire scene, wiping all exposed skin. 
Always practice good risk management! 
You are our most valuable resource, 
and no fire is worth sacrificing your 
health. Take time to evaluate your what 
you are doing, ask for help if you need 
it, wash your Nomex, and avoid any 
unnecessary exposure to smoke!

The cover photo features an oak covered with moss on 
the Ashley River at Magnolia Plantation.

and throat and inflammation of the 
lungs. 
· Carbon monoxide displaces oxygen 
in the blood when inhaled. 
· Particulate matter are tiny particles 
of vegetative matter in smoke that 
can be inhaled, then seep through 
the skin or lungs into the body. 

Over the length of a career, the 
cumulative exposure to these and other 
compounds in wildland smoke can 
increase the risk of cancer. A study 
from 2017 used field data to estimate 
the physical and health effects on 
firefighters, and that study suggests 
that, over a 10-year career, a wildland 
firefighter would have a 22-24% 
increase in mortality from lung cancer, 
cardiovascular disease or ischemic heart 
disease (blockage of the arteries). While 
this study was based on the work done 
by hand crews doing initial attack, 
similar rates of risk can be expected for 
Forestry Technicians that operate our 
dozers or engines. 
So, what can we do? We can avoid 
smoke to some extent, but every 
firefighter will be exposed to some level 
of smoke when on the fireline. Wearing 
all of your PPE is a good start, but how 
many of us remember being told not to 
wash our Nomex very often, because it 
will reduce the effectiveness?
As stated in a 2019 NWCG document, 
Nomex is not flame-proof, and it will 
burn when placed in direct flame for 
long enough. When exposed to heat, the 
thickly woven fibers expand, closing the 
spaces between each fiber and insulating 
the wearer. However, Nomex does need 
care to remain effective. 

On the Cover

See if you can find the hidden 
dozer located somewhere in this 
issue of Tree Country. (It will be 
smaller that the one to the left, 
and NO, it isn’t the one in the 
header of the Safety Message.)

Take proper care of your Nomex clothing so it will 
protect you.
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This safety message comes from the National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) Risk Management Committee’s Six 
Minutes for Safety Program. https://www.nwcg.gov/committee/6mfs

Norovirus

Provided by IMT Safety Officers Kip Terry and Michael Weeks

Norovirus causes sudden vomiting and diarrhea, and makes people feel extremely ill. It is highly contagious and can 
spread rapidly through a crew or fire camp by exposure to stool and/or vomit of sick people. Food, drink and objects can 
be contaminated even if you don’t see anything on them. Sick people are contagious for 3 days after recovery, possibly 
longer.

Symptoms of Norovirus infection usually last about 2–3 days and include:
• Diarrhea.
• Vomiting.
• Stomach pain.
• Dehydration due to excessive vomiting and diarrhea. 

Treatment:
• There is no drug for treating Norovirus and antibiotics don’t help.
• Drinking plenty of fluids with electrolytes.
• In some cases, fluid may need to be given intravenously.

If you have symptoms, take these steps to prevent spread:
• Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water after using the toilet.

• If soap and water aren’t available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 62% ethanol.
• Do not prepare food for others while you are sick and for 3 days after you recover.
• Clean and disinfect surfaces with a bleach-based cleaning solution immediately after they have been 

contaminated by vomit or diarrhea.
• Wash soiled laundry thoroughly.

• Wear disposable gloves if possible and wash your hands after handling.
• Immediately remove items that may be contaminated, place in a plastic bag, machine wash with detergent 

on the longest cycle, and machine dry.
• Handle soiled items gently to avoid spreading the virus.

Precautions:
• Wash your hands with soap and water before eating, drinking, or smoking.
• Don’t touch your mouth or food after touching anything that might be contaminated.
• Wear disposable gloves when taking care of a sick buddy.

https://www.nwcg.gov/committee/6mfs
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Aiken/Barnwell Sector Forestry Technician Nicholas Barton resigned Sept. 15.

Employee News
New Employees
Please welcome three new employees who joined the agency September 17.
Jordan Barnette is the new Forestry Technician I in the Clarendon/Sumter Sector of the Lynches River 
Unit. Jordan lives in Wedgefield and attended Thomas Sumter Academy. He previously worked at 
Barnette’s Auto Parts, Inc. as a part-owner. Jordan is married with two children, ages 4 and 7. He enjoys 
hunting and fishing in his spare time.
Tammy Fidler is the new Fiscal Analyst II at the Columbia headquarters. Tammy lives in Irmo and 
attended AAS Columbia Junior College. She was in the Army, National Guard, and Reserves for 27 
years, retiring in 2013. Tammy also served as a Federal Military Technician with the SC National Guard 
for 13 years and worked six years with the Office of the Adjutant General as a state employee. Tammy 
is the mother of two boys and “Mimi” for six grandsons. She loves everything outdoors. She describes 
herself as a slow runner, average biker and novice kayaker. Tammy loves basketball and is a huge fan of 
the Lady Gamecocks.

Corey “Brent” Hyatt is the new Trades Specialist III at Sand Hills State Forest. Brent 
lives in Bennettsville and attended Marlboro County High School. He is a volunteer 
firefighter and enjoys hunting and fishing. Brent recently became engaged to be 
married.

- Lynn Rivers

Human Resources
Employee Actions

Farewells
Sand Hills State Forest Trades Specialist III Buddy Burr retired Sept. 11. Buddy has been with the agency since 2007. 
Congratulations, Buddy!

Jordan  Barnette

Tammy Fidler

Brent Hyatt

Legislative Bonuses
Proviso 112.1 of the 2019-2020 Appropriations Act provides a $600 bonus to be awarded to state employees based on the 
following criteria:

1. Only employees in FTE positions are eligible for the bonus.
2. Employees must have continuous state service from January 1, 2019 through June 30, 2019.   They also must be an 
active employee as of October 1, 2019.
3. An employee’s annual base pay must be $70,000 or less as of June 30, 2019 to be eligible.  The General Increase was 
effective June 2, 2019.

The Legislative Bonus is scheduled to process with the October 16 payroll.  Employee check stubs will display a separate pay 
line for this payment.  It will be clearly marked as “Legislative Bonus.” If you have any questions, please contact the HR office.  
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Service Awards for October 
Employee’s Name   Position    Location   State Service  
 
Brian Davis   Forest Director    Sand Hills State Forest  20 Years

CURRENT JOB OPENINGS
For complete information on SCFC  job openings visit http://www.jobs.sc.gov, click on the 
mouse, search by agency for “Forestry”.

www.jobs.sc.gov

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Forester I    Closing Date/Time:  Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:    Min: $37,740.00  Max: $42,269.00    Location: Richland County, South Carolina 

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Trades Specialist III (2 positions) Closing Date/Time:   Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $26,010.00   Max: $29,912.00 Location:   Sumter County, South Carolina  

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - FIA Forester I    Closing Date/Time:  Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:    Min: $37,740.00  Max: $43,612.00    Location: Florence County, South Carolina 

The South Carolina Forestry Commission is offering training to become Certified Prescribed Fire Managers. 
Session date   Location   
November 6, 2019  Florence, SC   
November 19, 2019  Walterboro, SC   
December 11, 2019  Columbia, SC   
 
The one-day course teaches managers how to plan prescribed burns that comply with South Carolina Smoke Management 
Guidelines.  These regulations are mandatory for all forestry, wildlife and agricultural burning in South Carolina. The course is 
not intended to teach individuals how to burn, but rather how to manage smoke from prescribed fires under these regulations 
and create awareness of legal issues associated with outdoor burning.
Certification requires that an individual complete this training, pass a written exam, and document one’s burning experience.  
Each session will begin at 8:30 a.m. and close by 5 p.m. with an administered test.
To register for the course, please complete the online registration form (http://www.trees.sc.gov/cpfm.htm), and mail it with 
your $50 registration fee.  Applications are accepted on a first come-first served basis.  The deadline for registration is three 
weeks prior to the course.
Reference materials and specific details regarding locations will be mailed two weeks prior to each session. If you have further 
questions, please call Leslie Woodham at (803) 896-8809.

CPFM Classes Scheduled

Job Title: Forest Products Marketing Coordinator   Closing Date/Time:  10/29/2019 11:59 p.m.
Agency Hiring Range:    Min: $44,741.00  Max: $58,086.00    Location: Richland County, South Carolina 

Job Title: Forestry Technician I     Closing Date/Time:  10/07/19 11:59 p.m. 
Agency Hiring Range:    Min: $23,756.00  Max: $24,944.00    Location: Berkeley County, South Carolina 
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Open Enrollment Reminders - Employee 2020 Benefit Options 
For the 2020 plan year, there are no changes to the premium costs for both the standard and savings health plans. Premiums 
will remain the same as the 2019 rates.  Below are some 2020 benefits options.  This list is not inclusive so please refer to the 
2020 Insurance Summary for all open enrollment information.  
Health - The State Health Plan gives you two options to cover your expenses: the Standard Plan or the Savings Plan. The 
Standard Plan has higher premiums and lower deductibles. The Savings Plan has lower premiums and higher deductibles. The 
TRICARE Supplement Plan provides secondary coverage to TRICARE. 
Dental  -You have two options for dental coverage. Dental Plus pays more, and has higher premiums and lower out-of-pocket 
costs. Basic Dental pays less, and has lower premiums and higher out-of-pocket costs. Changes to existing dental coverage can 
be made only during open enrollment in odd-numbered years. 
Vision - You can have an exam once a year and get either frames/lenses or contacts. 
MoneyPlus – Did you use the convenient MoneyPlus worksheet located in the 
2020 Insurance Summary, Page 11.  If you are a Standard Plan member, you can 
use a Medical Spending Account (MSA) to pay for eligible medical expenses, 
including copayments and coinsurance. If you are a Savings Plan member, a Health Savings Account (HSA) is essential to help 
you prepare for your health expenses. You can also use a Limited-use Medical Spending Account to pay for those expenses the 
Savings Plan does not cover. 
You can review your current benefits and make changes to your benefits during Open Enrollment by logging in to  MyBenefits 
at mybenefits.sc.gov or by completing a paper PEBA Notice of Election (NOE) form, and mailing the completed form to the 
Human Resources Office, P.O. Box 21707, Columbia, SC, 29221.   All paper NOE forms must be postmarked no later than 
Oct. 31, 2019.

Preventive Screening Clinic
Below are the dates and locations of regional screenings for the remainder of the calendar year. Regional preventative screenings  
are for retiree’s and employees who may have missed  a screening or do not have a scheduled screening held at their workplace.  
Registration forms for regional screenings  will be posted online one month prior to the screening and can be obtained  online 
at  www.peba.sc.gov/.

October 10  Rock Hill 
November 1  Darlington 
December 6  Anderson 

Dates and locations are subject to change or cancellation. 

Benefits/Health
- Allison Doherty

PEBA Retirement Seminars
The Get Set for Retirement seminar is intended for employees who are within five years of retirement. The seminar will be held 
at various locations around the state this fall from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Employees can register to attend the event by going to 
the webpage www.peba.sc.gov/events.
The locations and dates are:

• November 1 - Rock Hill – Winthrop University, 701 Oakland Ave Rock Hill.
• November 14 - Beaufort - Technical College of the Lowcountry, 921 Ribaut Road Beaufort.
• November 18 – Greenville, Greenville Technical College, 8109 White Horse Rd Greenville.
• December 2 - Columbia – DHEC, 2600 Bull St, Columbia.

If registration for a seminar is full, employees can email EmployerServices@peba.sc.gov to be put on a waiting list. 
Cancellations typically occur, and those on a waiting list can be registered by PEBA.

http://mybenefits.sc.gov
http://www.peba.sc.gov/
http://www.peba.sc.gov/events
mailto:EmployerServices@peba.sc.gov
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Congratulations to SC Forestry 
Commission Urban Forestry 
Coordinator Frances Waite for winning 
the National Association of State 
Foresters’ 2019 Steven Scott Current 
Achievement Award for Urban Forestry.
Nominated by Forest Management 
Chief Russell Hubright, Frances 
accepted the award Wednesday, Sept. 
25 at the NASF annual meeting in 
Asheville, N.C. “This award represents 
collaboration, partnerships and 
teamwork,” she said in accepting the 
award, which she plans to share with her 
entire Urban & Community Forestry 
staff. “SCFC leadership has encouraged 
the urban team to pursue excellence 
in outreach to communities regarding 
green infrastructure, and Dena 
Whitesides, Lois Edwards and Lowe 
Sharpe all play such important roles in 
making that happen.”
The Urban & Community Forestry 
team’s work with planners, developers 
and town officials has raised awareness 
of the importance of forestry in South 

Carolina. In addition to working with 
communities to help them retain and 
improve their urban forests, Frances 
and her team assist cities and counties 
in crafting tree protection ordinances 
that limit restrictions on rural forestry 
operations. Because of her positive 
relationships with county and city 
personnel, they often contact her with 
questions about logging and other 
silvicultural practices.
The agency’s U&CF program has 
partnered with the Green Infrastructure 
Center and many states in the southern 
region, especially in Georgia and North 
Carolina, to secure funding for various 
GI projects since 2014.
Frances began promoting green 
infrastructure planning in 2014 when 
she secured a US Forest Service grant to 
develop a GI model for South Carolina. 
Following this success, Frances obtained 
federal grant funds to assist the city of 
Charleston in evaluating their urban 
tree canopy and determining how best 
to incorporate their urban forest into 

the city’s stormwater management 
program.
Way to go, Frances!

In accepting the NASF award, Frances spoke highly of 
her staff and how teamwork and creativity fuel the 
agency’s Urban & Community Forestry agenda.

Frances Waite Wins Nation’s Highest Urban Forestry 
Award for Leading SCFC’s Efforts in the Palmetto State

Joined by SC State Forester Scott Phillips, right, Frances 
accepts the National Association of State Foresters’ 2019 
Steven Scott Current Achievement Award for Urban 
Forestry award from NASF Treasurer and Arkansas State 
Forester Joe Fox.
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SCFC Belt Buckle Available for Purchase
The SCFC brass belt buckle is available again for purchase by 
employees and retirees.  The previous manufacturer has since 
gone out of business, but Northwest Brass Works has replicated 
the original design and it looks great (see photos below).  
SCFC management and the uniform committee have approved 
the buckle to be sold and worn as a part of the official agency 
uniform.  Just like the former buckle, it is available to any 
employee, as well as retirees, not just uniformed personnel.  
This item is not an item issued by the agency, but rather must 
be purchased by the individual.  
With the $150 set up fee that has already been paid, the cost 
per buckle with shipping will be $24 per buckle.  The buckle is 
made to accommodate the width of the current SCFC uniform 
belt (just like the last one) but it is just a little larger than the 
last one. 
Employees can send a check made payable to Ron Holt 
for $24 per buckle along with a note stating your name, 
quantity ordered, and what Region/Unit/HQ/State Forest 
office you report to so Ron can get the buckles to the 
appropriate locations.  
Retirees or employees can send Ron $32 per buckle if they need 
him to mail one in a USPS flat rate box; otherwise they can pick them up at a 
local SCFC office of their choice.  If picking up at a local SCFC office the cost 
is only $24 per buckle.  All orders/payments need to be sent to:
Attn: Ron Holt  
SC Forestry Commission 
Black River Unit Office 
596 I.M. Graham Road 
Kingstree, SC 29556  
Make check payable to Ron Holt. The deadline for getting the orders to 
Ron is Nov. 15. 
If you have questions, call Ron at the office (843) 382-8761 or on his cell 
(843) 992-6417.

Front of the buckle.

Back of the buckle.

Save the Dates
This year’s Wood Magic Forest Fair dates are:
 SC Botanical Garden, Clemson - Oct. 8-11
 Harbison State Forest, Columbia - Oct. 28- Nov 1
 Hobcaw Barony Discovery Center, Georgetown - Nov. 19-22



October 20199

Bent Gate Road Fire Torches 138 Acres in Colleton County

Bamberg/Colleton Sector Forestry Technician Allen 
Thompson  starts plowing breaks (photos above and 
below).

Despite tropical weather systems that 
passed close to the South Carolina coast, 
the month of September brought hot 
and dry conditions to much of the state, 
and wildfires started to increase. 
Bamberg/Colleton Sector FMO Scott 
Ulmer recently faced his biggest fire 
since assuming his position, the Bent 
Gate Road Fire located outside of 
Smoaks in northwestern Colleton 
County.
The fire started Sept. 16 around 3:30 
p.m. and was contained by 8 p.m.
The fire consumed 138 acres. The area is 
very dry and there is no water in any of 
the canals. The drought conditions, high 
temperatures and shifting winds made 
containing the fire very difficult.
Ulmer was the incident commander 
and had six tractors from Colleton,  
Bamberg and Dorchester counties 
battling the blaze. 
The fire burned mostly on forest 
industry land in planted pine of 

differing ages, but crossed multiple 
property lines. It was headed towards 
what the locals call Lightsey Pasture, 
a historically bad area for fires. This 
area has the worst fuel type in Colleton 
County, according to Edisto Unit 
Forester Pete Stuckey.  It is very rough 
containing bedded, organic material 
that can burn into the ground and a lot 
of waxy fuels. 
There was a very bad fire in this location 
in May of 1986. The Hunter’s Chapel 
Fire burned 3,557 acres. It requited 41 
tractors, four aircraft and five pumpers 
to be dispatched to it.
The area will be monitored until a heavy 
rain calms the current threat of wildfire.

Edisto Unit
- Pete Stuckey

Due to shifting winds, containing the fire was difficult.

DID YOU KNOW?
Although it is rarely reached, the symbol of an 80th wedding anniversary is oak.

Bamberg/Colleton Sector Forestry Technician Johnny Crider  looks for the best spot to begin plowing the flank.
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Tillmans Receive Forest Stewardship Certification
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Lee Tillman 
received their Forest Stewardship 
certification Aug. 30 from Pee Dee 
Stewardship Forester Tonya Smith.
Daniel Lee and Jennifer were recognized 
as Forest Stewards for their property in 
Marlboro County. This property was 
purchased in the late fall of 2015. Mr. 
and Mrs. Tillman have spent their time 
on the tract cleaning up trash left by 
the previous landowners and have also 
planted eastern red cedar and loblolly 
pine in an old field and persimmon 
around their food plot, which they 
maintain with annual plantings. They 
installed four duck boxes within their 
beaver pond and maintain recreational 
trails and openings. The property is 
hunted by family and friends. 

The USDA Forest Service sponsors 
this national program, which is 
administered in South Carolina by the 
SC Forestry Commission.  The purpose 
of the Forest Stewardship Program 

is to assist private forest landowners 
with the active management of their 
forests and related resources so that 
their lands are productive and healthy.  
The program assists landowners in 
identifying management objectives for 
timber, wildlife, recreation, water and 
soil protection, which will increase the 
economic and environmental benefits 

of their land.  Landowners receive a 
written management plan prepared by 
experts from various fields that may 
include wildlife biologists, foresters and 
soil conservationists.  After receiving the 
plan, a landowner that actively manages 
the property in the spirit of the program 
can be nominated and become a South 
Carolina Forest Steward. 

Jennifer and Daniel Lee Tillman received Forest Stewardship certification Aug. 30 on their property in Marlboro 
County.

Stewardship
- Tonya Smith

Retired Orangeburg/Calhoun Supervisor Billy Rutland is a new 
grandfather.  His Grandson Ryder Rutland was born the second week of 
September, weighing 10 lbs. Congratulations, Billy!

Retiree Billy Rutland Has a New Grandson

Ryder Rutland

Retiree News
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Wet, then dry and hot: South Carolina 
had one of its wettest winters followed 
by an extremely dry summer. May was 
particularly harsh, with no rain and 
close to 100-degree temperatures in the 
last week of the month. Many southern 
red oaks, water oaks and dogwoods 
suffered from drought stress, and we 
saw a lot of die-back and outright 
mortality in these species in many parts 
of the state. Especially hard-hit were 
Dillon and Horry counties, which 
had been severely flooded in the late 
summer of 2018 by Hurricane Florence. 

Although many tree species can tolerate 
flooding as they go into the dormant 
season, soils that were saturated all 
winter resulted in die-back in the roots 
of more sensitive trees. Many trees had 
lost too much root mass to survive the 
heat and drought of this summer. Many 
drought and heat-stressed hardwoods 
are losing their foliage earlier this fall. 

Most of these trees should leaf out again 
in the spring, but many may not pull 
through, and those that do may have 
some bare branches.
Drought stressed pines harbored 
infestations of Ips engraver beetles 
throughout the state. Although 
widespread, most infestations were 
limited to typical 1-6 tree spots and did 
not require management. 

Pine tip moth: Over the past two years 
we have seen an increase in the reports 
of tip moth damage. It is not clear why 
populations of this regeneration pest 
should be on the rise, but we often see 
it in larger (500-acre) plantings where 
its food source, young pine tips, are 
more abundant and allow populations 
to grow rapidly. There are multiple 
generations of this moth in the spring 
and summer, and the damage is often 
not reported until the fall or winter 
when populations are already large. 
Although it rarely kills pines outright, 
on smaller seedlings it will severely 
disrupt the form of the tree, drastically 
reducing its value. Some landowners 

fertilize their stands to get seedlings 
through the susceptible stage faster, but 
rapidly growing stems that have been 
stimulated by fertilizer are attractive to 
pine tip moth. Pesticide applications 
can be effective but need to be timed to 
hit the youngest stages of the caterpillar. 
This requires trapping in the spring 
(February to March on the coastal plain 
and March in the piedmont) to monitor 
tip moth populations. Applications later 

Some oaks in Richland County that are beginning to 
succumb to heat stress.

Maple leaves showing the classic scorch symptoms 
associated with heat stress and/or drought. These 
symptoms can be mistaken for foliar diseases, but these 
diseases thrive in moist, cool environments, not the hot, 
dry environments that SC is experiencing.

Forest Health Year in Review

Forest Health
- David Jenkins

This photo by SCFC pilot Jimmy Tobias shows hardwoods preparing for leaf drop earlier than normal in Union County. 
This is a result of drought stress. Most of these trees will survive and leaf out again in the spring, but some won’t pull 
through.

(continued next page)
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in the year are not very effective because 
the tip moth generations are no longer 
synchronized and overlap to a great 
degree. 

Southern Pine Beetle: According 
to our spring southern pine beetle 
trapping, McCormick and Edgefield 
counties were at risk for southern pine 
beetle outbreaks. Spot checks this 
summer in those counties revealed no 
activity; spots that had been active in 
the spring died out during the summer. 
In all spots, southern pine beetles had 
invaded a stand but produced little or 
no progeny and did not spread.  

Preparing for spotted lanternfly
The spotted lanternfly is a planthopper 
species from Asia that has invaded parts 
of North America. First discovered 
in Pennsylvania in 2014, it has since 
spread to New Jersey, Delaware, 
Virginia and Maryland. Like many 
exotic insects, the spotted lanternfly is 
not a pest in its native habitat (southeast 
Asia), but has become an important 
agricultural pest in countries where it 
has been introduced. In Pennsylvania 
spotted lanternfly is a pest simply by 
virtue of its numbers. The critters 
swarm yard trees and produce so much 
honey dew, the sugary excretion of 
excess tree sap, that homeowners are 
overwhelmed. As nymphs they feed 

on a variety of tree and shrub species, 
including many hardwoods (maples and 
walnut are one of their favorites), but 
as they mature they congregate on tree 
of heaven, or Ailanthus altissima, an 
invasive tree that is common in urban 
and other disturbed environments, 
such as highways or railways. It feeds 
on many tree fruits and has been most 
damaging in vineyards. Although it is 
unlikely to become a serious pest to 
South Carolina forestry, its presence in 
the state might restrict export of many 
items, including logs. This is because 
the female lays her eggs on just about 
any smooth surface: logs, railway cars, 
stone, campers, you name it! 
It is likely a matter of when, not if, 
this pest arrives in South Carolina. 
The Clemson Department of Plant 
Industry invited other agencies to 
participate in a tabletop exercise Sept. 
25 to go over how state and federal 
agencies would prepare for and react 
to this pest’s arrival. Agencies that 
participated included USDA Animal 
Plant Health Inspection Service and 
Plant Protection and Quarantine, US 
Forest Service, Forestry Commission, 
SCDOT, SC Parks Recreation and 
Tourism, SC Department of Agriculture 
and Clemson Extension. The biggest 
outcome was to get stakeholder 
agencies to recognize the resources 
they had available and the roles they 
could potentially play in managing 

this pest when it arrives in the state. 
The exercise also allowed participants 
to take stock of some short comings 
and anticipate potential problems of 
coordinating multiple agencies. The use 
of the Incident Management System 
was presented as a way to provide unity 
of command and seamless transfer of 
authority to more appropriate agencies 
when needed.

Forest Health Year in Review (continued)

Spotted lanternfly adults congregating on a host tree. 
Photo by Richard Garner.

Fall webworm seems to more abundant every year! Though unsightly, these insects rarely cause enough damage in large trees to merit management. Their nests can be pruned 
out of smaller trees.

Fall Webworm
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Pee Dee Mechanic Dennis Weaver performs annual service on a transport.

Procurement Director Victoria O’Cain and husband Daryle squish grapes 
in Myrtle Beach as part of their anniversary celebration Sept. 21.

Coastal Dispatcher Christina Riley, fiance Michael Raby, Jr., and daughter Gracie enjoyed surf time at the annual Surfers 
Healing at Folly Beach Aug. 22. This was the seventh year in attendance for Gracie, who really enjoyed the surf time 
with the professionals. There is nothing they look more forward to than this event. 
Surfers Healing is  a surf camp for children with autism. They give individuals a chance to encounter the waves, to 
challenge themselves, to try something new. Attending camps positively impacts children with autism; the experience 
helps instill confidence and calm. Over the years Surfers Healing has also had a profound impact on parents. Autism 
parents are always hearing about what their children cannot do. But at a Surfers Healing camp, it's all about what their 
kids can do.
https://www.surfershealing.org/

Coastal Regional Forester Calvin Bailey puts his 
thinking cap on at a Sept. 23 meeting with the Coastal 
FMOs concerning comp time. 

https://www.surfershealing.org/
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Hitchcock Woods’ Festival of  the Woods Family Day
Hitchcock Woods held its annual Festival of the Woods Family Day Sept. 21 at its 
show grounds in Aiken.
Firewise Coordinator Drake Carroll, Aiken/Barnwell Sector FMO Andy Johnson 
and Forestry Technician Russell Hale manned a booth to distribute information 
and giveaway items. Hale had his firefighting unit to show the equipment we use to 
fight wildfires. They talked to approximately 200 people about Firewise, prescribed 
burning, making notifications for burning yard debris and outdoor fire safety in 
general.
The Festival of the Woods Family Day is the community coming together to celebrate 
the cultural and natural resources of Hitchcock Woods.  This free event includes 
learning stations for everyone about the accomplishments and priorities of the 
Hitchcock Woods.  
Located in the heart of Aiken, the Hitchcock Woods is one of the largest urban forests 
in the nation. With 2,100 acres of forestland and 70 miles of sandy trails, the Woods 
are a haven for hikers, equestrians, dog walkers, runners, bird watchers, nature lovers 
and history buffs.
The extraordinary beauty of the Hitchcock Woods with its stunning variety of 
ecosystems is protected forever by a conservation easement held by the South 
Carolina Department of Natural Resources. 
In addition, the Hitchcock Woods has been 
designated as a South Carolina Heritage Trust 
site. The Hitchcock Woods, which is privately 
owned and managed by the Hitchcock Woods 
Foundation, is open to the public seven days a 
week from sunrise to sundown.

Edisto Unit
- Andy Johnson

Hitchcock Woods Manager 
Bennett Tucker,  wife Lindsay, 
and children Nathan and Laurel 
enjoyed sitting in the SCFC dozer. 
Bennett  and the Hitchcock 
Woods Foundation were recently 
presented the Excellence in 
Prescribed Fire Management, 
Innovation, or Advocacy at the 
Prescribed Fire Council Meeting 
Sept. 25. 

Kids enjoy the fire prevention giveaways at Hitchcock 
Woods.

In case you missed the SC ETV Hurricane Hugo special Sept. 19, the video is available 
online at: 
https://video.scetv.org/video/remembering-hurricane-hugo-xyug6s/
The 30-minute video covers other topics. If you just want to view Forest Management 
Chief Russell Hubright and Coastal Regional Forester Calvin Bailey you will need to 
skip ahead.
The video also features Tree Farmer/landowner John Spearman, who is Coastal Region 
Stewardship Forester Vaughan Spearman’s father.

HUGO ETV Special Online

https://video.scetv.org/video/remembering-hurricane-hugo-xyug6s/
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Jason Brown of Canopy Climber in Simpsonville explains the forces exerted on ropes, pulleys 
and other equipment  typically used by climbing arborists. 

The SC Forestry Commission partnered with TreesSC 
to host the fall SC Arborist Workshop for tree care 
professionals Sept. 19 at Harbison State Forest. 
Attendees learned about proper rigging, trailer safety 
and evaluation of pests and diseases in urban trees. 
Participants also reviewed and learned about safety on 
job sites and professional protection equipment (PPE). 

SCFC Partners With TreesSC for Fall Arborist Workshop

Community Forestry
- Frances Waite

Reggie Hill with Vermeer Mid-Atlantic discusses chipper safety and shares his experience with the workshop attendees.

South Carolina Firsts
This milestone occurred in South Carolina and was the first of its kind in the United States.
First eminent architect born in America – 1781
Robert Mills (1781-1855), who designed many famous buildings and monuments, was born 
in Charlestown.
Some of his most famous buildings are/were the  U.S. Treasury, Old Patent Office, 
Washington Monuments in Baltimore, Md. and Washington, D.C and various other public 
buildings, churches and hospitals in South Carolina, Washington, D.C., and other states.
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Twenty-seven scouts from around 
the state and Georgia earned their 
forestry merit badges Sept. 28 at 
Harbison State Forest.  Environmental 
Education Coordinator Matt 
Schnabel and Assistant Environmental 
Education Coordinator Beth Foley 
led the program where scouts learned 
sustainable forestry practices, growth 
patterns of trees, tree identification and 
about careers.  The forestry merit badge 
workshop is offered annually each fall.

Scouts Earn Forestry Merit Badge at Harbison

Education
-Matt Schnabel

 Foley shows 
scouts  how to 
interpret the core 
from an increment 
borer.

 Assistant Environmental Education Coordinator Beth Foley explains how site index affects tree growth by looking 
at the growth rings of a tree cookie.

 An increment borer can extract a section of wood tissue 
from a living tree, enabling the user to count the rings 
in the core sample. The rings reveal the age of the tree 

being examined and its growth rate.
To determine a tree’s age, count the number of dark 

rings to the center of the tree and add 3 years. It takes 
a tree an average of 3 years to grow in height to 41/2 feet, 

which  is the height that the core is removed.

Center of 
the tree
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Technology Replaces USFS Fire Lookouts
For about a century, the Forest Service has paid people to sit 
at the top of mountains every summer and watch for smoke. 
Technology is taking their place, but what is being lost in the 
transition? 
NPR has the story of the shrinking collection of men and 
women who perch themselves on top of mountains every 
summer to watch and wait for smoke. For more than 100 
years, the Forest Service has relied on lookouts, whose 
job it is to spot wildfires before they get big. But they’re 
increasingly being replaced by satellites, remote cameras, also 
drones. 
https://www.npr.org/2019/08/26/754266242/technology-replaces-fire-lookouts-
at-the-forest-service

South Carolina replaced towers with aircraft and technology 
before 1992. The Deadman Lookout Tower, near Red Feather Lakes in Colorado.

The North American Numbering Plan 
Administration announced the new area 
code of “839” for areas in central South 
Carolina, including Columbia.
The new “839”  area code is not replacing 
“803,” but has been assigned to overlay 
the existing geographical area. The area 
code will be the fifth in the state, with 
864 covering the upstate, 803 in the 
midlands and 843 and 854 in the Low 
Country  and Pee Dee.
The addition of an area code is to ensure 
the availability of telephone numbers 
“in a manner that is most efficient and 
least confusing for customers” without 
disrupting existing customers and 
businesses.
“All existing customers will retain 
the 803 area code and will not need 
to change their telephone numbers,” 
the agency said in a release. “Ten-digit 
dialing will be required by all customers 
in the area covered by 803/839.”
What’s considered central South 
Carolina? According to the NANPA 
map currently online, the area that will have the “839” overlay is the direct center of the state from the Georgia border to the 
North Carolina border south to north and features Midlands cities like Sumter and Columbia and other cities like Rock Hill 
and Aiken.
Information from the South Carolina Public Service Commission and NANPA said the change will happen in  late 2020.

South Carolina to Get Fifth Area Code Next Year

https://www.npr.org/2019/08/26/754266242/technology-replaces-fire-lookouts-at-the-forest-service
https://www.npr.org/2019/08/26/754266242/technology-replaces-fire-lookouts-at-the-forest-service
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Forestry Commission Officials Expect Busy Wildfire Season
The South Carolina Forestry Commission is warning the public to be extremely 
vigilant about outdoor burning of any kind throughout the fall season.
Predictive forecasts for the coming months are very similar to those the state 
experienced in the run-up to the 2016 wildfire season, which was the most 
damaging in terms of acreage and number of fires since 2011.There has also been 
a large uptick in wildfires this month; the Forestry Commission recorded more 
than double the 10-year average of 89.
“We really want to make as stern a warning as we can about fire safety and 
prevention,” said SCFC Fire Chief Darryl Jones. “We’re not at the point 
where we should call for a Red Flag Fire Alert, much less a burning ban, but 
those circumstances could change at any time over the next week. If winds 
intensify and/or relative humidity drops, we will definitely see ignitions increase 
dramatically.”
Drought conditions, as indicated specifically by the wildfire-related index of soil 
moisture deficits, are so acute, particularly in the Piedmont/Upstate region of 
South Carolina, that Forestry Commission officials are urging citizens to maintain 
the highest level of attentiveness and alertness as possible. 
“With the arrival of autumn and leaves from deciduous hardwood trees beginning 
to fall, we know that more people will be outside cleaning up their yards and land 
by burning vegetative yard debris, conducting prescribed burns for forestry and 

agriculture, and building campfires 
while they are outdoors camping or 
hunting,” said Jones. “When everything 
is this dry any size fire can escape easily, 
so out of an abundance of caution we 

are emphasizing to the public that outdoor burning 
is very dangerous right now.”
The threat is such that the SC Department of 
Natural Resources will prohibit outdoor burning, 
including campfires, in and around the Jocassee 
Gorges, beginning Monday, Sept. 30. Additionally, 
the SC Department of Parks, Recreation & 
Tourism will be implementing restrictions 
on campfires at some state parks; visitors are 
encouraged to check with staff at each park.
The Forestry Commission also encourages those 
working on or with rail lines or other heavy 
equipment near woodlands to be especially 
cautious about preventing sparks and other 
ignitions from the operation of such apparatus. 

Any spark, even from a discarded cigarette, in such 
conditions can trigger a wildfire.

Information
- Doug Wood

Wildfires spread rapidly when the soil and fuel moisture 
are low.

Until we get a good rain, outdoor burning should be postponed.

http://week.If
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Mobile Phone Charging & Battery Safety

Mobile Phone Battery Safety
1. Do not use incompatible cell phone 
batteries and chargers. Some web sites and 
second-hand dealers, not associated with 
reputable manufacturers and carriers, might 
be selling incompatible or even counterfeit 
batteries and chargers. Consumers should 
purchase manufacturer- or carrier-
recommended products and accessories. 
If unsure about whether a replacement 
battery or charger is compatible, contact the 
manufacturer of the battery or charger.
2. Do not permit a battery outside the 
phone to come in contact with metal 
objects. These would include objects such as 
coins, keys and jewelry.
3. Do not crush, puncture or put a high 
degree of pressure on the battery. This can 
cause an internal short-circuit, resulting in 
overheating.
4. Avoid dropping the cell phone. Dropping 
it, especially on a hard surface, can 
potentially cause damage to the phone and 
battery. If you suspect damage to the phone 
or battery, take it to a service center for 
inspection.
5. Do not place the phone in areas that may 
get very hot. This would include on or near a 
cooking surface, cooking appliance, iron or 
radiator.
6. Do not get your phone or battery wet. 
Even though they will dry and appear to 
operate normally, the circuitry could slowly 
corrode and pose a safety hazard.
7. Follow battery usage, storage and 
charging guidelines found in the user’s 
guide.
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) 
and CTIA-The Wireless Association

Unsafe mobile phone chargers have been blamed for a growing number of house 
fires in recent years. And with millions of mobile phone chargers bought each year, 
it’s easy to fall victim to fake and dangerous phone chargers. 
Unfortunately, in the few cases where batteries and chargers have heated up, 
exploded, caught fire or electrocuted people, the cause is often a poor quality, 
uncertified or counterfeit battery or charger.
1. When to charge
Allow the battery to discharge to around 20% before you plug it in. Constant and 
unnecessary recharges shorten the lifespan of the battery. On the flip side, avoid 
allowing the battery to lose all power.
2. Avoid cheap chargers
Phone chargers can be bought online for as little as $5 – far cheaper than branded 
counterparts. But, there’s no guarantee they meet stringent safety standards.  Avoid 
cheap chargers from unknown manufacturers. They do not include any safety 
mechanisms to protect against fluctuation and over charging. 
3. Issues with universal chargers
Although many phones now use standard USB-connection chargers, avoid buying 
cheap universal chargers online that claim to work with a wide range of mobile 
phones and tablets.  Different mobile devices typically require varying levels of 
charge, so a single charger may cause your phone’s battery to overheat or charge less 
efficiently.
4. Don’t cover your charger while in use
We’ve all heard stories of phones bursting into flames or exploding while being 
charged. Along with using a genuine charger, make sure nothing is covering your 
phone as it charges so that the heat generated is able to dissipate safely.
5. Remove the case while charging
It is recommended that you remove the phone’s protective case while charging. It 
is natural for the battery to become slightly warm, but the case may act as a barrier 
and slow down heat dissipation. If possible, flip the phone over and place it on a 
soft cloth to protect the display.  
6. Don’t leave a charger plugged in overnight
Avoid leaving your phone charging unattended, particularly overnight.  While your 
phone is clever enough to stop taking a charge once the battery is full, a problem 
may occur if the charger itself overheats, especially if left on a flammable surface.  
You’ll be less alert to a fire breaking out when asleep. Install a smoke detector and 
check regularly that it’s in working order.
7. Check the charger for damage
Frayed cable? Loose connections? Wobbly plug pins? If your phone charger looks 
worn or damaged, buy a new one. 
Damaged chargers pose a fire risk and could electrocute if you touch an exposed 
part of the charger when plugging and unplugging it.
8. Don’t overload sockets
Don’t be tempted to plug several mobile phones and other devices into one wall 
socket using a multi-plug adaptor. Long strip adaptors are safer, but can take only a 
total of 13 amps, so don’t overload them either.
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For many, Halloween is a time to dress 
up in their favorite costumes and take 
their children trick-or-treating.
But for Chesterfield/Lancaster Forestry 
Warden Roger Byrd, it’s a time to do 
one thing — scare people. Byrd is the 
owner of Dreadwood Farms, a haunted 
village located off Patrick Fire Tower 
Road in Patrick. 
“Scaring people is my favorite thing 
about it,” he said. “And knowing that 
they had fun. There are parts of it that 
aren’t scary, but there are parts of it that 
are. Those that don’t get scared get to 
laugh at the ones that do get scared. It’s 
just good, clean fun.”

Before Byrd took sole ownership, the 
business venture began when several of 
his friends talked him into starting it 
with them. They cleaned up an area in 
the swamp, constructed some makeshift 
buildings, and created trails for a bus 
and hearse to take visitors through the 
village. 
It takes about three months each year 
to get the village set up and ready for 
opening night, which is at the end of 
September. It’s open every Friday and 
Saturday in October from 7-11 p.m. 
with tickets costing $10 per person. 
“We have trees as poles for the corners, 
two-by-fours, plastic felt, and the front 
wall looks like it’s just T1-11 paneling. 
That’s all it is, but when it’s dark, it 
looks like a building. You can’t tell a 
difference until somebody punches a 
hole in the plastic. Then we have to fix 
it,” quipped Byrd, who donates 10% of 
his profits each year to charity.
Dreadwood Farms features a wide 
variety of scary figures, including 
swamp monsters, clowns, Freddy 
Krueger and Jeepers Creepers. His 
helpers put a lot of time, effort and 
money into making their costumes as 
realistic and scary as possible.
“We’ve got everything. Most are mutant 
people because this is supposed to 
be an old village down in the woods, 

and these mutants took it over,” Byrd 
explained.
Sand Hills State Forest Forestry 
Technician AJ Rabon is one of the 
newest helpers, and Byrd says he’s a 
natural fit on Dreadwood Farms.
“He’s got an awesome costume,” he 
said. “He came to me last year wanting 
to know about the haunted house 
and said he’d like to try it. Now he’s 
hooked.”
When you ask Byrd what is the most 
scared he’s seen somebody get, his laugh 
will tell you all you need to know.

Byrd: A Master of  Terror

Roger B
yrd

Chesterfield/Lancaster Forestry Warden Roger Byrd 
talks with State Forester  Scott Phillips and Pee Dee 
Assistant Regional Forester James Brunson at the SC 
National Guard helicopter training at Sand Hills in May. Byrd in his firefighting unit in 2018.
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“We can’t keep track of what’s going 
on in the village because nobody can 
see what’s going on. We know what 
happens on the bus because we have to 
clean the seats up,” he said with a smile.
While he has a passion for scaring 
people, Byrd is just as passionate about 
the work he does for the Forestry 
Commission. He enjoys all aspects of 
his job, but the one thing he loves the 
most is what he calls “dancing with the 
devil.”
“I love fighting fire,” said Byrd, who 
has been with the agency for nearly 25 
years. “It gives me an adrenaline rush.”
One of his favorite memories during his 
time with the agency fittingly involves 
a fire. He was the first to arrive at a 
75-acre wildfire on McQueen Road 
between Patrick and Cheraw in the late 
90s and was able to contain the fire 
before anybody else could get to the 
scene.
“I just kept digging and had it out,” he 
recalled. “Mr. Bob Ford came pulling 
up and asked, ‘Are you by yourself?’ I 
said, ‘Yeah. Right now.’ He said, ‘Well 
good job.’”
Byrd has helped fight wildfires of all 
sizes, but the one fire he’ll remember 
most is the Legends Fire in Horry 
County in 2002. On what started as his 
day off, it turned into several long days 
of him helping fight a fire that burned 
1,648 acres before it was contained. The 
fire wasn’t the only thing that caught 
his attention, as he witnessed lightning 
striking powerlines for the first time 
while he was on his dozer.

“That’s the craziest thing I’ve seen in my 
life,” he said. “After that we put the fire 
out. That was the craziest fire I’ve been 
on. The way things happened wasn’t 
normal.”
Born and raised in Chesterfield County, 
Byrd’s roots are firmly planted in that 
area.
“I’ve been here all my life and don’t plan 
on leaving,” he said with a laugh.
He graduated from McBee High School 
and later got his start in firefighting 
on the structural side with the Patrick 
Rural Fire Department. Even though 
he moved on to wildland firefighting 

with the Forestry Commission, Byrd 
continued his work with the rural fire 
department and now serves as its chief. 
He is also captain of the Patrick Rescue 
Squad.
Byrd and his wife, Kimrey, have been 
married for 28 years. The couple has a 
daughter, Bethany, 22, and a son, Alex, 
18, who is going to school at Clemson. 
They regularly attend Antioch Baptist 
Church in Darlington County.
When Byrd isn’t busy with work, he 
and the family love to head to the 
mountains. Their favorite spot is Maggie 
Valley, N.C.
“Most of the time we stay in Maggie 
Valley and just travel and go from 
there,” he said. “We take the camper 
up there for a week. That’s the only 
vacation I do.”
As for other hobbies, Byrd was an avid 
fisherman and hunter at one time, 
but most of his time away from his 
Commission duties is now spent with 
the fire department or rescue squad.
“I used to hunt and fish but I’ve let the 
fire department and rescue squad take 
over,” he said. “It’s all I’ve ever done, 
and I feel like I’m giving back to the 
community.”

(SPOTLIGHT, cont.)

Roger with son Alex,  daughter Bethany, and wife Kimrey at Bethany’s wedding.

Byrd owns Dreadwood Farms , a haunting village in Patrick. Dreadwood features  a walk through  tour of “The 
Village,” meeting all of it’s inhabitants and learning about their way of life. Left photo is Sand Hills Forestry 
Technician Aj Rabon in costume.

Dreadwood Farms
Open Friday and Saturday nights from now 
until Nov. 2. For more information, visit 
https://dreadwoodfarms.com.

https://dreadwoodfarms.com
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Current Fire Numbers for South Carolina

Fire Weather Outlook

MONTH-AND YEAR-TO-DATE COMPARISON TO PREVIOUS 5- AND 10-YEAR AVERAGE
Time Period   SEPTEMBER  JULY -SEPTEMBER     FISCAL YEAR
 FIRES ACRES   FIRES ACRES FIRES ACRES
5-Year Average     55 221 223 989 1,418 10,600 
10-Year Average    89 264 262 1,232 1,764 12,044 
Current FY¹        223 1,454 409 3,065 409 3,065

¹To date for current fiscal year

Warmer and drier than average 
conditions are expected to occur 
along the West Coast, which may 
persist well into fall. However, the 
passage of periodic wet systems 
should gradually end the fire season 
from north to south across the 
Northern Rockies, Central Rockies 
and Great Basin. Texas is expected 
to remain warmer and drier than 
average, which may, in turn prolong 
their season well into fall. Warmer 
and drier than average conditions 
are expected across the piedmont 
of the southern Appalachians, but 
wet antecedent conditions should 
preclude fire activity there. 
Strong ridging kept the eastern half 
of the country hotter and drier than 
usual, which led to precipitation 
deficits over the Southeast as well as 
the eastern Corn Belt. These areas east 
of the Mississippi may see substantial 
improvement in the drought in 
coming weeks.
Southern Area: Below average significant large fire potential is expected in September across Kentucky and Florida followed 
by an expansion into surround states bordering Kentucky. Elsewhere, Normal significant large fire potential is expected all 
four months. The tropical Pacific ENSO region remains, and is expected to remain, in a warm-biased but neutral, ENSO 
condition. This, along with a broadly warm ocean surface temperature anomaly pattern across the northern Pacific, introduces 
greater uncertainty in the weather conditions and anomalies expected for the upcoming late summer and fall. Overall, the 
ENSO situation should yield warmer and average, to drier than average, weather for the Southern Area (especially compared 
to last year). The exception may be Arkansas toward the Ohio Valley where average to above average rainfall may occur.
There are some existing rain deficits in the southeastern states that will need to be watched this fall that could, in turn, be 
prone to late season fire activity. This scenario would be a significant change compared to last year. With the exception of 
southwestern Oklahoma and Texas, fire activity across the region has been relatively minimal. For the upcoming period, the 
main areas with the highest potential may be central, west, and southern Texas along with the southern coast of Puerto Rico. 
At the current time, fire danger potential may be “borderline” to above average given the weather outlook and its uncertainty. 
Another month may ultimately reveal how the weather pattern evolves which would increase confidence in assessing the fire 
potential during fall leaf-drop season.

There are four fires currently included in the September numbers 
but a fire report has not been completed on them.  Numbers and 
acreage subject to change.

The month of September historically has the lowest average fire occurrence and acreage burned of any month in South Carolina.
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Photo of the Month

Please send in your 
photos or news to 
Michelle Johnson at 
mjohnson@scfc.gov.

Quote of the Month

“For man, autumn 
is a time of harvest, 

of gathering together. 
For nature, it is a 
time of sowing, of 
scattering abroad.”

Edwin Way Teale

TO A PINEI
Tall and stately guardian of the forest,
Their branches spread to all four winds:
East, West, North, South.
Alone there on the mountain top you stand.
A sentinel outlooking far and wide,
Way down upon the little valley town,
And far beyond the rivers distant mouth.
High up on yonder hill I see,
When groan thy mighty
Limbs ‘neath breezes strong,
Giving unto the forest
Natures weird and plaintive Song,--
Singing the birds to sleep
As sounds they moaning requiem.

  --By Unknown

Taken from the book titled “Poems, Prose and Songs of Trees and Woodlands for South Carolina”, published 
by the S.C. State Commission of Forestry.

The picturesque bridge at Magnolia Plantation near Charleston.

High tides and Hurricane Dorian covered the sand on 
Folly Beach Sept. 5.

mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov

