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Greetings!  
Spring has definitely sprung across South 
Carolina, as my recent travels to just about every 
corner of the state confirm. And although our 
communications never really take a hiatus, winter 
or otherwise, this season of new life and growth 
extends to the agency’s communication efforts too, 
as we aggressively ramp up our public outreach and 
awareness campaigns every spring.
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Kicking off this media push every year 
are a nationwide observance, National 
Invasive Species Awareness Week 
(Feb. 25-March 3), and a statewide 
observance, Prescribed Fire Awareness 
Month (March).
As part of the agency’s NISAW 
promotion, the agency produced a video 
about the Bradford pear, specifically 
why it’s invasive, how to cut it down 
safely, and how to treat the stump with 
herbicide to prevent regeneration.
We also worked with the Urban & 
Community Forestry staff to produce 
a follow-up video about how to select, 
place and plant a suitable replacement 
for Bradford pears that may be cut 
down. The video covered site selection, 
species selection and proper planting 
and care techniques.

Sharing these videos through all of 
our communication channels, but 
especially on social media, positions 
the agency as an initial source for tree 
and forest management information 
and assistance in South Carolina, as 
prescribed in our strategic plan. For 
Prescribed Fire Awareness Month, in 
addition to securing a proclamation 
from the governor noting the occasion, 
we made a very successful agency-
wide push to raise awareness about 
prescribed burning by inviting media 
to cover various burns around the 
state. The result was at least a dozen 
newspaper articles and at least five 
TV stories about the agency’s efforts 
to conduct controlled burns. Please 
see pages 11 and 12 in this issue 
to read about some of the media 

Prescribed Fire Month 
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SCFC Wins Notable Document Award 
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Greenwood Index-Journal and Seneca 
Journal, respectively.
Communication extends to our printed 
materials as well. Environmental 
Education Coordinators Matt Schnabel 
and Beth Foley recently produced the 
South Carolina Project Learning Tree 
annual report, which was highlighted 
and promoted by the National PLT 
office in its monthly newsletter as a 
model publication because of its well 
developed narrative, high-impact 
graphics/photos and detailed financial 
breakdown.
And finally, as you’ll read about on page 
8, the agency, through the collaboration 
of a diverse mix of employees across 
multiple departments, also produced 
a new tree ID book called Forest Trees 
of South Carolina, which won – for 
the fourth straight year – the South 
Carolina State Library’s Notable 
Document Award over thousands of 
other entries.
The point of sharing all these 
communication-related success stories 
is not just for cheerleading’s sake; it’s to 
illustrate that these efforts can’t be done 
in a vacuum… by one person… or by 
one department.
It takes forethought, planning, 
teamwork and repetition to accomplish 
any goal, whether it’s executing a 

communication plan; mobilizing our 
incident management team; suppressing 
a wildfire; performing an agency-
wide rollout of computers, phones 
and/or radios; preparing our annual 
legislative budget request; completing 
a management plan for a landowner; 
or producing this publication every 
month.
Whether it’s on your position 
description or not, you have a duty 
to communicate effectively with your 
supervisor, co-workers and the general 
public. We all share responsibility 
for communicating openly and 
honestly with each other and with the 
stakeholders we serve.
And as our State Forester is fond of 
saying, good work alone will not 
create success stories. We must do 
good work AND tell the story. To 
do this we must continue to develop 
relationships with partners who share 
our vision for the practice of forestry 
and everything it entails, namely strong 
markets, sustainable forestry, prescribed 
burning, water quality protection, 
wildland firefighting and of course 
the thread that ties them all together: 
communications.

The cover photo features the slash pine stand behind 
the Sand Hills State Forest office.

coverage we garnered across the state 
during this campaign. Special thanks 
go out to Protection Chief Darryl 
Jones, Georgetown/Williamsburg 
Project Forester GraceAnna Cooper, 
Black River Unit Forester Ron Holt, 
Piedmont Assistant Regional Forester 
Brad Bramlett, Lexington/Richland 
Sector Fire Management Officer Sam 
St. Louis, Aiken/Barnwell Sector Fire 
Management Officer Andy Johnson, 
Chesterfield/Lancaster Sector Fire 
Management Officer Matt Crow, 
Firewise Field Coordinator Drake 
Carroll, Edisto Unit Forester Pete 
Stuckey and Assistant Law Enforcement 
Chief Jonathan Calore for keeping the 
Communications staff apprised of their 
plans to conduct burns – and to escort, 
demonstrate for and be interviewed by 
media – during the month of March.
Our employees haven’t been the only 
ones pitching in to help with agency 
communications. Several of our 
commissioners got in on the act by 
submitting editorials to newspapers in 
and around their hometowns about the 
necessity to fund the agency’s recurring 
budget request to acquire more 
enclosed-cab bulldozers… and faster.
Kudos are in order for commissioners 
Mac Rhodes, Josh Sandt, Brad 
Thompson and Jess Neville, whose 
editorials ran in the Georgetown Times, 
Orangeburg Times & Democrat, 

On the Cover
See if you can find the hidden 
dozer located somewhere in this 
issue of Tree Country. (It will be 
smaller that the one to the left.)

State Forester Scott Phillips talks with landowner 
Ronald Boozer about forestry issues at a break during 
the Forestry Focus meeting in Newberry March 9. 

Several SCFC retirees and current employees attended the day-
long event. (Photos sent in by retiree Charles Ramsey)

State Forester Scott Phillips addresses the Tree Farm 
members before they meet with legislators March 7.
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This safety message comes from the National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) Risk Management Committee’s Six 
Minutes for Safety Program. https://www.nwcg.gov/committee/6mfs

Smoke Exposure
Exposure to smoke during fire operations can be a significant safety concern. Research has shown that smoke 
exposure on prescribed fires, especially in the holding and ignition positions, often exceeds that on wildfires. 
There are many precautions that can be taken to reduce personnel’s exposure to smoke.

Planning
Smoke exposure needs to be considered when planning 
suppression tactics and prescribed fires. Simple actions can 
mitigate smoke exposures, such as:

• Altering line locations can have a significant impact on 
smoke exposure.

• Placing firelines in areas of lighter fuels or moving lines 
to roads or other barriers that will require less holding, 
patrol and mop-up will significantly reduce the smoke 
exposure to personnel.

• Using a flanking attack as opposed to head attack 
(where appropriate) in heavy smoke situations.

• Checking fire behavior forecasts for smoke and 
inversion potential.

• In heavy smoke, giving up acres to gain control. 
Implementation 
Many techniques can help reduce the exposure of personnel to 
heavy smoke, such as:

• Using enclosed cabs and rotating people out of the heaviest smoke area may be the single most 
effective method.

• Locating incident command posts in areas that are not prone to inversions.
• Minimizing snag falling, consistent with safety concerns, to avoid putting heavy fuels on the ground 

that will require mop-up.
• Changing firing patterns and pre-burning (black lining) during less severe conditions can greatly 

reduce exposure to smoke.
• Using retardant, foam or sprinklers can also significantly reduce the workload and exposure time for 

holding crews.

Smoke engulfs a forester who was monitoring  a prescribed burn.

https://www.nwcg.gov/committee/6mfs
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Employee News
New Employees

- Lynn Rivers

Human Resources

Personnel News

Kelly Cornatzer

Lower Charleston/Dorchester Sector Forestry Technician Ron 
Clark was promoted to Lower Charleston/Dorchester Sector Fire 
Management Officer Jan. 17.  Congratulations, Ron!

Coastal FIA Forester Holden Gable resigned March 15.

Beaufort/Jasper Sector Forestry Technician Marc Green resigned 
March 31.

The Berkeley/Upper Charleston Sector has a new Forestry Technician who started March 18. Kelly 
Cornatzer is from Summerville and attended Hannahan High School. He was previously a driver 
for Piggly Wiggly and Bulldog Hiway Express. He owns Kelly’s Portable Building Movers and enjoys 
spending time with his wife and two sons.

Special Projects Coordinator Lloyd Mitchell was named the Funding and Sustainment Committee 
SAFECOM Chair March 1. He has been acting chair for the previous six months. Lloyd is also a 
member of the Executive Committee of SAFECOM, which puts out guides for radio best practices for 
the United States and territories.
SAFECOM is managed by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA).  Its mission is assuring a safer America through effective 
public safety communications.  This is done through partnerships and collaboration with emergency 
responders and elected officials across all levels of government, in developing key documents for 
baseline communications and interoperability standards, methodology and plans to assist emergency 
responders with improving communications and interoperability.
Over the past several years, this committee has produced numerous documents relating to funding 
resources, guidance for grant applicants and recipients, and “The Roadmap to 2020” that outlines key 
considerations of converging emergency communications initiatives leading up to 2020.  These documents can be found at 
https://www.dhs.gov/safecom/funding.

Mitchell Named Chair of  SAFECOM

Lloyd Mitchell

Ron Clark

https://www.dhs.gov/safecom/funding
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Over 50? Get a Colonoscopy

BlueCross to Send Dental Survey 
PEBA strives to continuously improve the insurance benefits offered and ensure they are meeting the needs of their members. 
BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina (BlueCross) is PEBA’s current dental contractor; BlueCross administers the State 
Dental Plan coverage and offers Dental Plus. In an effort to better understand how people use their dental insurance benefits, 
BlueCross will send a short survey soon to a sample of State Dental Plan and Dental Plus members. The survey should take 
less than five minutes to complete.
It’s important to note that, because of the size of PEBA’s BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina (BlueCross) membership, 
not all members will receive the survey.  If we have employees who receive the survey, please know this is a legitimate survey 
and you are encouraged to answer honestly. Member feedback is crucial to the development and evaluation of benefits that 
will ensure the long-term health of PEBA members.  Thank you.

Colon cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths in the U.S. Colorectal 
cancer usually develops from small abnormal growths, or polyps, in your colon. A 
colonoscopy helps find the precancerous polyps before they develop into cancer. Colon cancer sometimes goes undetected 
because you may not feel any symptoms until it’s too late. That is why regular screenings are so important.
What are the risk factors?
As with most types of cancer, there are several risk factors for colon cancer. It’s important to know what types of things can 
increase your risk.
Lifestyle factors, which are things you can change, include:

• Obesity;
• Lack of exercise;
• Diet;
• Smoking; and
• Alcohol. 

Other risk factors, which are things you can’t change, include:
• Age;
• Family history;
• Ethnic background;
• Having diabetes; and
• Having Crohn’s disease or ulcerative colitis.

The State Health Plan covers the cost for both diagnostic and routine screenings for State Health Plan primary members. 
Routine screenings are covered based on age ranges recommended by the United States Preventive Services Task Force. The 
State Health Plan also covers some early detection take-at-home test for eligible members.  When colon cancer is found 
early, the survival rate can be as high as 90 percent. If you’re over 50, talk with your qualified network provider about 
getting a colonoscopy. It can save your life. 
Find more information about the colorectal cancer screening benefit at www.PEBAperks.com.   You can also get on-the-go 
health information sent to your mobile phone. Dial (844) 284-5417 or text  “Perks” to 735-29.

Human Resources
- Allison Doherty

http://www.PEBAperks.com
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In a letter to State Forester Scott Phillips dated March 4 from Director of SC State Parks Paul McCormack regarding 
Piedmont Regional Forester Mike Bozzo and Assistant Regional Forester Brad Bramlett’s presentation on Firewise, weather, 
and the Sim table:

Dear Mr. Phillips,
I had the privilege of attending our annual Park Interpreter’s Conference this February at Table Rock State Park, where we 
were lucky to have Forestry Commission staff Brad Bramlett and Mike Bozzo as two of our presenters. I wanted to share with 
you what an impact their presence and expertise made on our staff. They shared some great information about the Firewise 
program and how it can be used to improve park safety, and also gave an incredible presentation using the Sim table. Their 
professionalism and flexibility with the weather was much appreciated. They presented to 25 interpretive rangers who are, in 
many cases, our lead educators at the parks, and who now can disseminate the information they learned to staff and visitors.
As the new director, it is rewarding for me to see the partnerships that have been built between our agencies. Though we have 
different missions,it is a shared passion for our resources that brought many of us into this line of work, and that passion is 
clear to see in Brad and Mike. They were a great reminder that, particularly in times of trouble, we can accomplish more 
working together than we ever could alone.
Thank you again for sharing Brad and Mike’s time and expertise to help us build a better State Park Service and a better 
South Carolina.
Paul McCormack
Director, South Carolina State Park Service

No Service Awards for this month.

The moderate level physical fitness walks have been scheduled. Any fireline employee (or those wanting to become fireline-
qualified) will need to participate in one of the remaining walks. Those who just passed the arduous level walk, turned in a 
medical exemption, or that have walked within the past three months to be hired do not need to walk. All employees must be 
medically cleared before walking. All walks start at 9 a.m.

April 10  Walterboro
April 12  Columbia

Remaining Moderate Walks Scheduled
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CURRENT JOB OPENINGS
For complete information on SCFC  job openings visit http://www.jobs.sc.gov, click on the 
mouse, search by agency for “Forestry”.

www.jobs.sc.gov

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Forestry Technician I    Closing Date/Time:   Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:      Min: $22,182.00   Max: $23,291.00
Location:   Jasper County, South Carolina  

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Trades Specialist III     Closing Date/Time:   Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:      Min: $22,182.00   Max: $28,000.00
Location:  Sumter County, South Carolina  

Job Title: Program Coordinator II - Tree Improvement Specialist  Closing Date/Time:  Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $39,960.00  Max: $56,947.00
Location:  Jasper County, South Carolina 

Job Title: Forester II - Stewardship      Closing Date/Time:  Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $46,242.00  Max: $48,554.00
Location: Darlington County, South Carolina 

Job Title: RE-ADVERTISEMENT - Forester I    Closing Date/Time:  Continuous
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $37,000.00  Max: $39,590.00
Location: Richland County, South Carolina 

“The shape of 
how I breathe 
is the trees.”

 -Buddy 
James

Job Title: Forester I - FIA      Closing Date/Time:  4/10/2019 11:59 p.m.
Agency Hiring Range:     Min: $37,000.00  Max: $42,757.00
Location: Florence County, South Carolina 

https://agency.governmentjobs.com/sc/default.cfm?&promotionaljobs=0&transfer=0
www.jobs.sc.gov
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SCFC Wins Notable Document Award for 4th Year in a Row

From left to right, Director of Communications and Public Information Doug Wood, Rural Forestry Programs Coordinator Chisolm Beckham, Public Information Coordinator Justin 
Holt and Public Information Coordinator Michelle Johnson (far right), accept the 2018 Notable Document Award presented by SC State Library Director Leesa Aiken (second from 
right).

The Forestry Commission has won – 
for the fourth year in a row – one of 
the South Carolina State Library’s 12 
Notable State Document Awards for 
2018. 

The award-winning publication, Forest 
Trees of South Carolina, was produced 
by a team of agency personnel from 
several different departments, including 
Public Information Coordinators Justin 
Holt and Michelle Johnson, Rural 
Forestry Programs Coordinator Chisolm 
Beckham, Forest Resource Analyst Scott 
Danskin, Forest Health Coordinator 
David Jenkins and Forest Inventory & 
Analysis Coordinator Byron Rominger.

Justin, Michelle, Chisolm and Director 
of Communications and Public 
Information Doug Wood attended the 
State Library’s official ceremony March 
20 to accept the award on the agency’s 
behalf. Only 1 percent of all South 
Carolina state agency publications are 
recognized as notable documents each 
year. 

Holt spearheaded the multi-year project 
to revamp the agency’s original tree ID 
guide, the last printing of which was 
in 2003. The greatly improved manual 

represents a 
significant upgrade 
to its predecessor 
in scope and 
detail. Revising 
and improving 
the publication 
involved much 
more than 
obtaining new 
photography, 
however; the new 
guide not only 
includes more than 
a dozen native 
species than appeared in the first edition, 
but it also added a section on tree and 
leaf anatomy, county-level range maps for 
every species, and many more anecdotal 
and characteristic keys to identifying 
South Carolina’s native trees.

The State Library’s Notable Documents 
Awards recognize state governmental 
publications of outstanding merit and 
usefulness to the citizens of South 
Carolina. In praising this year’s winners, 
SCSL Director Leesa Aiken wrote 
that the awards “focus on the value of 
information compiled and produced 
by state government agencies and to 

emphasize the importance of open and 
equal access to this information.” 

One copy of Forest Trees of South 
Carolina will be provided to all 
employees free upon request. The public 
may purchase hard copies directly from 
the Forestry Commission for $10 each. 
A digital version of the book can be 
viewed/downloaded at: 

The SC Forest Renewal Program Annual 
Report can be viewed/downloaded at: 
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/pubs/
foresttreesofsc.pdf

http://www.state.sc.us/forest/pubs/foresttreesofsc.pdf
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/pubs/foresttreesofsc.pdf
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Prescribed Fire at Table Rock State Park 
was reintroduced as a result of efforts to 
promote such burning by the Southern 
Blue Ridge Escarpment Fire Learning 
Network partners after decades with no 
prescribed fire.  After two years of such 
planning and since the Pinnacle Mountain 
Fire in Nov. 2016 actual fire was put 
back on the ground March 7, 2019.  The 
Pinnacle Mountain wildfire was the largest 
mountain fire in South Carolina history. 
This controlled burn returned “good 
fire” back to the forest under controlled 
conditions.
The primary objectives of the burn were 
to reduce fuel loads, which help prevent 
catastrophic wildfires, and to improve 
wildlife habitat for deer, bear, ruffed grouse 
and other mountain species, including 
various wildflowers.
The SC Forestry Commission led the burn with the 
assistance of The Nature Conservancy (TNC) wildland 
fire personnel, the Pumpkintown Fire Department and 
the cooperative efforts of the SC State Park Service.  
Greenville/Pickens Sector Fire Management Officer Ray 
Cassell was in charge of the prescribed burn, and Division 
Supervsior West Unit Forester Michael Weeks provided 
leadership to all involved, including Piedmont Regional 
Forester Mike Bozzo, Greenville/Pickens Sector Forestry 
Technician Isaac ‘Smut’ Case, Piedmont Region Temp 
Pilot Jim Malek, Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens Project 
Forester Michael McGill, and Greenville/Pickens Sector 
Forestry Technician Ronnie Patterson. This is part of a 
collaborative effort called the Southern Blue Ridge Fire 
Learning Network, a partnership of public and private 
organizations working together to use controlled burns to 
maintain healthy forests in the Southern Blue Ridge.
Future burns on state parks are planned for Keowee-
Toxaway and Devil’s Fork. Let’s hope for some more good 
burning conditions so we can continue to burn areas that 
are most needed.

Piedmont
- Mike Bozzo

Personnel from TNC, Pumpkintown FD and SCFC on the flank of prescribed fire at Table Rock State Park March 7.

Prescribed Fire Returns to Table Rock

Aerial views of the prescribed fire that was carefully monitored.
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The South Carolina Tree Farm program 
held its annual Legislative Day at the 
Statehouse Thursday, March 7 to help 
raise awareness of the importance of 
forestry to both the environment and 
the economy.
Nearly 50 SC Tree Farm members 
convened at the capitol to be recognized 
in both chambers of the General 
Assembly and to visit one-on-one with 
lawmakers. In addition to touting the 
industry’s $21 billion economic impact 
in South Carolina – forestry is the state’s 
number two manufacturing sector in 
terms of both jobs and labor income, 
trees are the state’s No. 1 harvested crop, 
and forest products are the No. 1 export 
commodity by volume from the Port of 
Charleston – many of the Tree Farmers 
met with their legislators to discuss key 
issues, which included:

• Protecting Agriculture and 
Manufacturing Tax Exemptions for 
the Wood Supply Chain

• Protecting Dam Owners from 
Excessive Regulations and 
Compliance Costs 

• Securing recurring funding for 
the Forestry Commission to better 
recruit and retain employees; 
purchase more enclosed-cab 
bulldozers; and secure critical 
support staff for the agency

Several forestry-friendly legislators stopped by the legislative briefing session that kicked off the day’s events. At 
left, Rep. David Hiott (R-Pickens) thanks SC Tree Farm Committee Chair Bob Franklin for allowing him to speak to the 
assembled Tree Farm members, and, at right, Rep. Randy Ligon (R-Chester/York) shares his support of forestry with 
State Forester Scott Phillips.

Tree Farm members and supporters assemble in the chamber of the South Carolina House of Representatives to be 
recognized by legislators for their forestry-related contributions to the state’s economy.

Tree Farm Holds Annual Legislative Day at the State House

SC Tree Farm Committee members and supporters gather for their annual photo on the State House steps.
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Georgetown/Williamsburg Project Forester 
GraceAnna Cooper pauses during a recent 

nighttime prescribed burn in Williamsburg 
County.

March was Prescribed Fire 
Awareness Month, and Forestry 

Commission employees 
answered the call to help raise 

awareness of the practice by 
inviting media to their burns.

From the mountains to the 
coast, ample coverage of 

prescribed burns could be 
found in newspapers and on 
radio and television, thanks 

in large part to ambitious 
foresters, fire management 

officers and other agency 
personnel who took the time 

and went to great effort to 
coordinate their schedules with 

reporters.
No fewer than a dozen 

newspaper articles highlighted 
various prescribed burns 

around the state, and at least 
five TV news stories resulted 

from the agency’s campaign to 
promote prescribed burning.
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Black River Unit Forester Ron Holt speaks to a reporter 
from WPDE-TV in Myrtle Beach about the benefits of 
prescribed fire during a “Learn To Burn” field day and 
workshop in Kingstree held in collaboration with the 
Williamsburg Soil & Water Conservation District. 

Allendale/Hampton/Jasper Project Forester Jeremy 
Crosby strings fire on a burn in Jasper County that 
was covered by the Jasper County Sun and featured in 
Bluffton Today. Edisto Unit Forester Pete Stuckey was 
interviewed and quoted extensively for the piece as 
well. 
https://www.blufftontoday.com/news/20190326/
march-is-prescribed-burning-month?fb
clid=IwAR0gsaLg1B27cTLILUk6kxneZd_
LSkrUjigXsNOSGTkjQkxzxRqCaIU_aLo

Piedmont Region Assistant Regional Forester Brad 
Bramlett, top, speaks to a reporter from WSPA-TV in 
Spartanburg about the prescribed burn that Forestry 
Commission personnel conducted at Table Rock State 
Park Friday, March 22. Bottom: Greenville/Pickens Sector 
Fire Management Officer Ray Cassell and Piedmont 
Regional Forester Mike Bozzo were also featured in the 
report. 
https://www.wspa.com/news/table-rock-state-park-
set-on-fire-in-prescribed-burn/1869439573

Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel, foreground, looks on as Harbison State Forest Manager Trip 
Miller strings fire along the Midlands Mountain Trail.

Special thanks go out to 
Protection Chief Darryl Jones, 
Georgetown/Williamsburg 
Project Forester GraceAnna 
Cooper, Black River Unit Forester 
Ron Holt, Piedmont Assistant 
Regional Forester Brad Bramlett, 
Lexington/Richland Sector Fire 
Management Officer Sam St. 
Louis, Aiken/Barnwell Sector 
Fire Management Officer Andy 
Johnson, Chesterfield/Lancaster 
Sector Fire Management Officer 
Matt Crow, Firewise Coordinator 
Drake Carroll, Edisto Unit 
Forester Pete Stuckey and 
Assistant Law Enforcement Chief 
Jonathan Calore for keeping the 
Communications  staff apprised 
of their plans to conduct burns 
– and to escort, demonstrate for 
and be interviewed by media – 
during Prescribed Fire Awareness 
Month. 

https://www.blufftontoday.com/news/20190326/march-is-prescribed-burning-month?fbclid=IwAR0gsaLg1B27c
https://www.blufftontoday.com/news/20190326/march-is-prescribed-burning-month?fbclid=IwAR0gsaLg1B27c
https://www.blufftontoday.com/news/20190326/march-is-prescribed-burning-month?fbclid=IwAR0gsaLg1B27c
https://www.blufftontoday.com/news/20190326/march-is-prescribed-burning-month?fbclid=IwAR0gsaLg1B27c
https://www.wspa.com/news/table-rock-state-park-set-on-fire-in-prescribed-burn/1869439573
https://www.wspa.com/news/table-rock-state-park-set-on-fire-in-prescribed-burn/1869439573
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Friendship, Walhalla Fire Departments Receive $5,000 VFA Grants

The Friendship Volunteer Fire 
Department and Walhalla Fire 
Department were awarded $5,000 
each in federal grants Thursday and 
Friday, March 21 and 22 intended to 
help volunteer fire departments better 
prepare for firefighting in rural areas.
The South Carolina Forestry 
Commission administers the U.S. 
Forest Service’s Volunteer Fire Assistance 
program in the Palmetto State, awarding 
varying amounts of financial assistance 
to rural/volunteer fire departments 
every year. The SCFC will distribute 
$234,183 in VFA grants to 71 fire 
departments around the state this year.
The grants – based on a 50 percent 
match – are used by the volunteer 
fire departments to organize, train 
and equip themselves to prevent and 
suppress wildfires.
The amount of the awards varies based 
on need, which is determined through 
a rigorous application and selection 
process. The VFA grant application is 
sent out each year in July and is due 
the end of September. Each application 
is reviewed and scored based on values 
that help the firefighting capability of 
both the fire department as well as the 
Forestry Commission. Some of these 
categories include population, years 
funded, annual budget and number of 
wildfires.

Walhalla City Administrator Brent Taylor, Walhalla Mayor Danny Edwards, SCFC Acting VFA Grants Coordinator Leslie 
Woodham, Walhalla FD firefighters Eric Kelley and Charlie Vissage, Walhalla FD Chief Tim Burton, SCFC Fire Chief 
Darryl Jones and SCFC Commissioner Jess Neville pose with an oversized check representing the department’s 
Volunteer Fire Assistance grant award Friday, March 22.

SCFC Fire Chief Darryl Jones presents an oversized check to the firefighters of Friendship Volunteer Fire Department 
in Oconee County Thursday, March 21.

South Carolina Firsts
This milestone occurred in South Carolina and was the first of its kind in the United States.
First public museum – January 1773
A special committee of the Charlestown Library Society met to discuss the establishment of a museum in Charlestown. 
Several months later another committee was appointed by Lieutenant Governor William Bull II (1710-1791) to collect 
materials for the new Charleston Museum, which is now located on Meeting Street.
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SC Exotic Pest Plant Council and NC Invasive Plant Council Meeting
Forest Health Coordinator David Jenkins and Cherokee/Chester/York Project 
Forester Gretchen Spaulding attended the joint meeting of the South Carolina 
Exotic Pest Plant Council and the North Carolina Invasive Plant Council  March 
27-29 in Gastonia, N.C. The Forest Health Division of the South Carolina 
Forestry Commission allocated funds for Commission employees to attend and 
benefit from the extensive expertise at the meeting. 

Participants included regulatory agency 
representatives from South Carolina and North 
Carolina, landscape managers, pesticide applicators, 
foresters, native plant enthusiasts, botanists, and 
private citizens concerned about preserving our 
native ecosystems. A highlight was learning  about 
the impact spotted lanternfly has had on agriculture 
and tree health in Pennsylvania and steps taken to 
mitigate the damage they cause. This is a pest we can 
expect to see in South Carolina soon. Also discussed 
were issues related to the management of invasive 
species, including successful methods of engaging the public, regulatory hurdles to working on 
certain landscapes, the importance of interstate partnerships in combating invasive species, and 
the use of drones to deliver herbicides to difficult terrain, among many other topics. A variety 
of field trips were offered where attendees identified 
invasive species and successful management strategies 
were shared by people with different experiences. 
Continuing educations credits were provided for the 

Society of American Forestry and the South Carolina 
Pesticide Applicators license, but the biggest benefit of attending was networking with people from 
diverse backgrounds all tackling issues impacting our beloved southeastern landscapes!

Forest Health
- David Jenkins

Cherokee/ Chester/York Project Forester Gretchen Spaulding 
and retired SCFC employee Jim Brooks attended the SCEPPC 
meeting.

On a field trip to Mountain Island 
Educational Forest participants found 
evidence of emerald ash borer in white 
ash.
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Just For Fun

This tree is the butt of many 
jokes with its unique shape.

FREE! FREE!

 www.dnr.sc.gov/aquaticed

FISHING RODEO

PREREGISTRATION PREFERRED 
(but onsite registration will be provided) 

You may do so online at  
www.dnr.sc.gov/aquaticed/rodeos 
 or via phone at 803-737-8483.  

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, CALL 864-654-1671 ext. 1or2

BRING YOUR OWN FISHING EQUIPMENT
NO ADULT FISHING

PARTICIPANTS MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY PARENT OR GUARDIAN
LIMITED BAIT SUPPLY WILL BE SUPPLIED SO BRING YOUR OWN BAIT

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE
REGISTRATION 8:00AM-9:00AM - FISHING 9:00AM-11:30AM

REFRESHMENTS: 11:30AM-12:30PM

Bring your own bait and gear.
Saturday, May 18, 2019

8:00 am - 1:00 pm
THE PIEDMONT FORESTRY CENTER,

115 PIEDMONT NURSERY RD TAMASEE, SC
12 YEARS AND UNDER

EVENT SPONSORS:
SC DNR, Chick-fil-A of Seneca, Pet Dairy

Harry Hampton Memorial Wildlife Fund, Walmart
SC Forestry Commision, Duke Energy

Oconee Roads & Bridges, Academy Sports
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Remember South Carolina’s State Forests at Tax Time
The South Carolina Forestry Commission encourages citizens to make a charitable 
contribution to the SC State Forests Fund on their tax returns. 
Taxpayers have the opportunity to support the five state forests - Harbison, 
Manchester, Poe Creek, Sand Hills and Wee Tee - by making a check-off contribution 
on their state tax returns using  Form I-330.
South Carolina’s state forest system receives no state funding and relies solely on timber 
receipts, pine straw sales and recreational permit revenue for its operating funds. “We’re 
completely self-supporting, so any money we receive from the check-off program 
goes directly back into these forests and facilities,” said Mike Shealy, SCFC state lands 
manager.
The State Forests Fund check-off program has raised more than $112,000 in the eight 
years since its inception, with all of the money used to make improvements and repairs 
that directly benefit visitors and enhance their experience on state forest lands. Your 
support is helping the state forests carry out their mission to be healthy, productive, 
forested ecosystems, improving the quality of life of South Carolina’s citizens through 
the environmental, educational, economic, and recreational benefits of active forest 
management.
Not only do the state forests support themselves, but they also provide funding to 
school systems in the counties that host them, giving more than $743,000 to school 
districts in 10 counties last year alone.
How To Give To The SC State Forests Fund:

1. Enter the amount of your donation on Line 28 of your individual income tax form, S.C. Form 1040. 
2. Then enter the amount of your donation on Line 15 of S.C. Tax Form I-330, then again on Line 18.
3. Attach S.C. Tax Form I-330 to your tax filing or give it to your professional tax preparer.

Contributions go to fund  improvements like this dock 
at Sand Hills State Forest.

Many of you are aware that our website’s two interactive 
maps that display current burn notifications and active fires 
have been malfunctioning recently.  I’m happy to report that 
these maps are now working correctly.
We have switched to Leaflet maps which are free and seem 
to work on all platforms and browsers.  Please help us let 
folks inside and outside of the agency know about this 
development, as many people have been inquiring about 
when they will be operational again.
Let us know if you experience any problems accessing or 
viewing either map. We will continue to try to improve these 
maps. Here are the links to each map on our website:  
Current Burn Notifications
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/scnotifs.htm
Active Wildfires
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/scfires.htm

Fire Maps Functioning Again

Fun Tree Facts
The oak is a common symbol of  strength and endurance and has been 
chosen as the national tree of  many countries. Oak is national tree of  USA, 
Germany, Serbia, Cyprus, England, Estonia, France, Moldova, Romania, 
Jordan, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Wales and Bulgaria.

https://dor.sc.gov/forms-site/Forms/I330_2017.pdf
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/scnotifs.htm
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/scfires.htm
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Piedmont Assistant Regional Forester Brad Bramlett, Piedmont Regional Forester Mike Bozzo, 
Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens Project Forester Michael McGill, and Abbeville/Greenwood/
Laurens Sector Forestry Technician Brian Parnell get ready to burn approximately 100 acres in 
Laurens County March 13. (Photo sent in by Abbeville/Greenwood/Laurens Sector FMO Dale 
Curry) Pee Dee Law Enforcement Investigator Winn McCaskill, Kershaw/Lee Sector 

FMO Cody Watts, Chesterfield/Lancaster Sector FMO Matt Crow, Darlington/
Marlboro Sector FMO Shawn Felder, Chesterfield/Lancaster Project Forester 
Brandon Smith and  Chesterfield/Lancaster Sector Forestry Technician Chad 
Walters are ready to burn. (Photo taken by Kershaw/Lancaster/Lee Project 
Forester Gwyn Cloninger.)

Piedmont Assistant Regional Forester Brad Bramlett spoke 
with Fox 21 about the Laurens County prescribed burn.

Assistant Environmental Education Coordinator Beth 
Foley assists with a prescribed burn in Lancaster County 
March 13.

Kershaw/Lee Sector FMO Cody Watts, Assistant 
Environmental Education Coordinator Beth Foley, 
Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Schnabel, and 
Kershaw/Lancaster/Lee Project Forester Gwyn Cloninger 
walk to the next block t burn March 13.

DID YOU KNOW?
The first lumber exports in South Carolina consisted of 12 cedar planks shipped to England in the fall of 1670 from a point across 
the Ashley River from the present city of Charleston.  After receipt of these boards, the Proprietors demanded that ships returning 
from Charles Town be loaded with cedar, pine, cypress, or poplar. 
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Niederhof  Youth Turkey Hunt 
Niederhof Forestry Center hosted a 
Military Appreciation Youth Turkey Hunt 
March 16. Four youth, ages 11-16 who 
had never killed a turkey before, from 
the SC National Guard youth program 
participated in the hunt, which harvested 
one gobbler. This is the first of three turkey 
hunts this season at NFC.
The event started Friday, March 15 with 
an orientation, turkey hunting overview 
and safety briefing before the children 
patterned their guns on the range. The 
hunt couldn’t start before Saturday. The 
hunters drew for guides and played tag and 
ball most of the afternoon and evening. 
The group socialized Friday night, getting 
to know each other.
Early Saturday morning, the hunters and 
their guides departed to harvest a gobbler. 
Guiding mentors on the hunt were State 
Forester Scott Phillips, Coastal Assistant Regional Forester 
Kip Terry, Edisto Unit Forester Pete Stuckey, and retired 
State Forester Gene Kodama.
Austin Free, an 11-year-old from Greenwood, harvested 
his first turkey, a 21.7-pound gobbler . He was very 
excited. Austin said, “It feels good! I have the turkey fever 
like insane now.” His father Dustin was proud of his son 
and said, “I love it! We tried hard getting him one last 
year.”
The other hunters enjoyed the hunt but didn’t get to 
harvest any birds. Following the hunt military father Seth 
Horrell said, “It was excellent father-and-son time for 
Lance and I, and I know he enjoyed the time with the boys 
as well.  We are excited about what we learned from you 
all, and Lance bought a call with his own money and has 
been practicing constantly; his mom made him move the 
practice sessions outside though.”

The four youth hunters with their guides and fathers.

Dustin 
Free with 

son Austin 
and State 

Forester 
Scott Phillips 

after Austin 
harvested 

his first 
turkey.

Twelve-year-old Jakub Bishop sits ready for a turkey.

Ryan Bishop patterns his gun on the range.

Lance Horrell shows off his first 
target from patterning his gun on 

the range.
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Military Appreciation Hunt Harvests Three Gobblers
Niederhof Forestry Center hosted the NWTF/SCFC Military Appreciation Turkey 
Hunt March 21-22. Six hunters participated in the hunt, which harvested three 
nice  gobblers. One of the soldiers participating in the hunt is the grandson of 
retired Darlington County warden Vernon O’Tuel.
Two SC National Guard soldiers participated and two NWTF members who 
bought the hunt through a silent auction at the National Wild Turkey Federation 
(NWTF) National Convention. The Forestry Commission provided four guides 
(State Forester Scott Phillips, Edisto Unit Forester Pete Stuckey, Coastal Assistant 
Regional Forester Kip Terry, and retired State Forester Gene Kodama) while the 
NWTF provided three: Travis Sumner, Wayne Davis and Tom Hughes.  The hunt 
was conducted on Niederhof and the adjoining Chase Tract owned by former 
Commissioner Micky Scott. 
After introductions, orientation, hunt guidelines and Turkey Hunting 101 
Thursday afternoon, the hunters patterned their guns on the range. A safety briefing 
was given and the hunters and their guides left for the afternoon hunt. Only one 
gobbler was harvested Thursday afternoon. Tom Pennington from Mississippi 
harvested a 19-pound gobbler with guide Kip Terry. Tom was excited. He said, “I 
shot a turkey and got to see a show. I had given up but Kip kept calling. Every time 
he would purr the turkey would gobble.”
Two birds were harvested on the cool Friday morning. Joshua Griffith, Supply 
Sergeant for the Bravo 151 out of Hodges, harvested a 19.4 lb- bird with guide 
Pete Stuckey. Joshua was also very entertained by nine deer and several hens on the 
property Thursday afternoon. The other gobbler was killed by Claude Purvis from 
Southhaven, Miss. with guide Scott Phillips. 
After being attacked by armadillos Thursday afternoon, Claude Purvis harvested a 
21.5 lb.-gobbler on the north end of the property. Claude is on a mission to harvest 
a turkey in every U.S. state that has turkeys (49). This turkey was number 22 on 
his list and he hopes to complete the World Slam of turkeys next month in Mexico. 
He also plans on hunting in Arkansas, Georgia, Arizona, Mexico and New Zealand 
this year. Claude said, “In all 22 hunts this was the most perfect hunt because the 
turkey did what it should. It was classic textbook. Scott’s preparation paid off. He 
set up exactly right. The bird did exactly what Scott predicted. It was exciting! I had 
a great guide that made it easy.”
After the hunt State Forester Scott Phillips presented the military personnel with 
SCFC Challenge Coins, and Travis Sumner with NWTF presented them with the 
NWTF Challenge Coin.
Everyone enjoyed the fellowship, food and time outdoors. Purvis commented that 
Niederhof was a pretty place with the Spanish moss hanging from the trees.

Hunt participants enjoyed great weather on the hunt.

Claude Purvis is happy with the gobbler he harvested 
with Scott Phillips.

Joshua Griffith, with guide Pete Stuckey, harvested a 
19.4 lb. gobbler. 

Ramie O’Tuel, grandson of retiree Vernon O’Tuel, 
patterns his gun on the range.

Tom Pennington 
harvested  a 
gobbler with the 
help of Kip Terry.

Team Mississippi, 
Purvis (above)  and 
Pennington (below), 
had a great hunt.
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Chesterfield/Lancaster Sector FMO Matt Crow shows 
Kershaw/Lee Sector FMO Cody Watts some love.

State Forester Scott Phillips models his “Mickey Mouse Ears,” 
better known as ear protection, while waiting on the young 
hunters at the shooting range for the Youth Turkey Hunt

Coastal Mechanic Norris Bryant replaces a filter on the motor grader at Niederhof Forestry Center March 15.

Edisto Unit Forester Pete Stuckey smiles after he realizes 
his photo has been taken. Coastal Assistant Regional Forester Kip Terry came 

across this canebrake rattlesnake March 13 on a 
controlled burn in Colleton County. Remember to 
watch your step!

West Unit Forester 
Michael Weeks and 
Abbeville/Greenwood/
Laurens Project Forester 
Michael McGill after a 
grueling day of burning 
100 acres in Laurens 
County and 50 in 
Abbeville March 20-21.
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Piedmont Forest Inventory & Analysis (FIA) Foresters Wesley Bouknight and Steven Broom 
stumbled upon history Friday, March 15 when they identified a large tree that has for 
centuries been mistaken for a mountain. It turns out it wasn’t just a big tree, but rather the 
most massive tree ever discovered.

Wesley Bouknight stands next to the tree he and 
fellow Piedmont FIA Forester Steven Broom 

found while surveying a plot in Oconee 
County this March.

Guinness Book of World Records officials confirmed the 
find a week later, identifying the mammoth tree as Quercus 
gargantua, a species of oak previously believed to be extinct 
since the 14th century. The tree breaks every dimensional 
record, boasting a diameter of more than a quarter-mile, a 
height of 814 feet and a crown spread of 1,345 feet.
“We always like to come up to this spot to eat lunch when 
we’re up in Oconee County, and we had just sat down at 
the base of Mount Cassellray when we noticed some tent 
caterpillars crawling on the rock we were leaning against,” 
said Wesley. “We were scratching our heads because you 
only usually see them on oak trees. But then, Steven said, 
‘Whooooa, wait a minute... this is a freakin’ tree, dude!’”
American Forest Foundation Champion Tree Curator Woody 
Knotts estimates there’s enough carbon stored in the tree 
to offset 10 years’ worth of emissions from all the internal 
combustion engines of all the vehicles in all the armies of the 
world.
The tree is so large it can actually be seen from space, as 
illustrated on the Google Earth satellite photo to the right.

An obscure South Carolina law allows Bouknight and Broom, 
as the discoverers of the tree, to claim it for their own. The 
law supersedes the federal government’s claim to protect the 
tree by placing it on the National Register of Historic Places.
Both said they plan to retire immediately, cut down the tree 
and start a toothpick manufacturing facility.
Congratulations, Wesley and Steven!

April Fool’s!
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Believe it or not, it’s that time of year again to start planning for 2019’s Wood Magic Forest Fair!  I hope you will consider 
volunteering your time to help South Carolina’s students know the importance of forests and the forest industry to their 
everyday lives. 
I am happy to announce there will be three events this year: 
 SC Botanical Garden (Clemson) – October 8-11 
 Harbison State Forest (Columbia) - October 28 – November 1
 Hobcaw Barony Discovery Center (Georgetown) - November 19-22
The 2019 school application has been posted online at www.state.sc.us/forest/wmfair.htm and I am currently taking 
applications. Please help spread the word about Wood Magic to any teacher you know.
Thank you to all the volunteers from last year!  1,969 students and adults learned about sustainable forestry and all the benefits 
of our forest resources.  This took the work of 147 volunteers (many of whom volunteered multiple days) who gave 2,504 
hours of combined service.  2018 Wood Magic would not have been a success without your help.  To learn more about the 
WMFF, go to our web site at www.state.sc.us/forest/wmfair.htm  to view last year’s annual report.  
To conduct these programs we need approximately 26 volunteers each day to serve as guides, instructors, and helpers.  I would 
love to see every SCFC employee at one day of Wood Magic to help teach our young people about the importance of our 
work.  Thank you for your support of the Wood Magic Forest Fair program. If you have questions, please give me a call at 
(803)896-8892 or send an email (mschnabel@scfc.gov).   Thank you. 

Education
- Matt Schnabel

WOOD MAGIC Dates Announced

REACH Homeschool Group partnered with Harbison State Forest 
March 6 for a “Green Steps” pollinator project. Green Steps School is an 
environmental education initiative that encourages individual schools to 
take annual steps toward becoming more environmentally responsible. 
Schools can participate in projects that fall into any of the following 
categories: Conserve, Protect, and/or Restore. Kim Andrysczyk, the 
Director of REACH Homeschool Group has organized a Green Steps 
program for her association. REACH does not have their own meeting 
space so their partnership with Harbison State Forest has been a 
mutually beneficial relationship.
Forest Health Program Coordinator David Jenkins spoke with the 
families about the importance of pollinators which are vital to the 
production of crops, help support biodiversity, and play an essential 
role in ecosystems. Homeowners can attract pollinators, to their gardens by providing 

artificial cavities for them to nest in. Jenkins, with the 
assistance of SCFC Education staff, instructed the 
families on how to make “bee homes” from bamboo 
- which is a naturally hollow plant that makes perfect 
nesting cavities for solitary bees. Bamboo poles were 
cut into small sections and bundled with pieces of 
varying sized diameters. Cavity nesting bees will lay 
an individual egg inside each bamboo piece, which 
will hatch into a larvae, and feed on a pollen-nectar 
substrate before pupating. Students hung several 
bee homes in the Harbison State Forest Certified 
Wildlife Garden and even got to take some home 
with them for their gardens! REACH even did a 
spring cleaning of the garden and helped spread 
fresh mulch.

Pollinator Program - REACH Homeschool Group

Finished bee home in the HSF Certified Wildlife Garden.

Environmental Education Coordinator  Matt 
Schnabel assists participants with making 
bee homes.

David Jenkins speaking to homeschool families about pollinators’ role in 
the ecosystem and why they are so important.

Education
- Beth Foley

http://www.state.sc.us/forest/wmfair.htm
http://www.state.sc.us/forest/wmfair.htm
mailto:mschnabel@scfc.gov
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Current Fire Numbers for South Carolina

Fire Weather Outlook

MONTH-AND YEAR-TO-DATE COMPARISON TO PREVIOUS 5- AND 10-YEAR AVERAGE
Time Period   MARCH  JULY-MARCH      FISCAL YEAR
 FIRES ACRES FIRES ACRES FIRES ACRES
5-Year Average     360 3,300 1,176 9,089 1,583 11,520 
10-Year Average    394 3,826 1,435 10,053 1,864 14,636
Current FY¹        199 1,125 578 2,880 578 2,880

¹To date for current fiscal year

The majority of the nation remained 
out of fire season in March. The 
minimal fire activity observed 
continued to be well below average 
nation-wide. What was observed was 
minimal and limited mainly to the 
western fringes of the Southern Area. 
While a weak El Niño persisted, 
resulting weather conditions were 
atypical to what is often observed 
during such events. Precipitation was 
generally near to above average in 
most locations except for two regions. 
The central and southern Great Plains 
were especially dry, and the Deep 
South had pockets of dry conditions 
as well. Portions of West Texas and 
eastern New Mexico received less 
than 5% of average precipitation. 
Overall, the Deep South fared better 
but portions of the Carolinas and 
the lower Mississippi River Valley 
recorded below average precipitation. 
Temperatures were generally within 
about 3 degrees of average across the 
country. A slight cold bias existed in 
the West and across the northern tier. A slight warm bias existed across the South and Texas. Extreme departures from 
average were observed across the northern Great Plains where temperatures were as much as 25 degrees below average.
The frequency and strength of Pacific weather systems moving on shore and across the West allowed for above average 
precipitation to reduce the severity and scope of the ongoing drought across California and portions of Oregon and the 
Great Basin. Incredible amounts of snowfall intermittently shut down travel across the High Sierra in California. Soil 
moisture levels improved across most areas except western Oregon where the persistent dry conditions continued.
At least average activity is expected until green up takes hold. Concerns decrease west of the Continental Divide where 
sustained periods of wet and cold conditions have persisted the past few months. As greenup takes hold in April, most 
areas experiencing preseason activity should begin to see a decrease except for the Southwest where the drying of fuels 
begins to show a gradual westward migration of fire activity.
Fire activity in May and June should increase in coverage and intensity across the Southwest and California. Some slight 
expansion of activity into the southern Great Basin is also expected. The above average precipitation received during 
the late winter and early spring months could translate to another above average grass crop that could prove to be 
problematic in June.
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Photo of the Month

Please send in your 
photos or news to 
Michelle Johnson at 
mjohnson@scfc.gov.

Quote of the Month

“Believe in yourself. 
You are braver than 

you think, more 
talented than you 
know, and capable 
of more than you 

imagine. ”

Roy T. Bennett

Pine Needles

If Mother Nature patches
The leave of trees and vines, 
I’m sure she does her darning
With the needles of the pines.

They are so long and slender
And sometimes, in full view,
They have their thread of cobwebs,
And thimbles made of dew.

    --By William H. Hayne

Taken from the book titled “Poems, Prose and Songs of Trees and Woodlands for South Carolina”, published 
by the S.C. State Commission of Forestry.

An island of cypress and magnolias sits in the middle of Swan Lake in Sumter.

mailto:mjohnson@scfc.gov

