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Figure 1 
State House Square from Map of 
Columbia, 1850. This map shows 
the location of the old State House, 
as well as early residences on the 
state's property. South Carolina De
partment of Archives and History. 
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introduction The history of the South Carolina State 
House is an intriguing story that parallels 
much of the rich history of the state. The 

rst building was constructed in Charleston, the center of colonial 
olitical power. With westward expansion in the post-revolutionary 
ra, lawmakers made the decision to move the capitol to a more 
antral location in Columbia. By the mid-19th century, population 

growth and state pride encouraged the need for a larger building. Its 
onstruction became inexorably entangled with the American Civil 
A/ar and the struggles during reconstruction. Like many other state 
apitols, the construction of the South Carolina building is not a simple 

Tory with a limited construction period and the involvement of only a 
few individuals. Rather, it is a complex overlay of construction cam
paigns, architects, and external and internal forces. All these have 
resulted in the building that exists today. 

"he site In 1786, impelled, as many states were, by the 
westward movement of population, the South 
Carolina legislature authorized commissioners 

to lay out a town at the present location of Columbia and to arrange 
both for the construction of a State House and the transfer of state 
government from Charleston to the new location. The site chosen for 
ihe State House stood on a hill above the Congaree River. It encom
passed one block, bounded by Gervais, Senate, Assembly, and 
Main—then Richardson—streets (Figure 1). Both Senate and 
Richardson then ran through what is now the State House square. 
Perhaps designed by James Hoban—who later designed the White 
House—and completed at the end of 1789, the State House faced 
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Main Street and was located toward the south side of the northern half 
of the lot. Sometime in those early years, a small brick house stood in 
the northwest corner of the grounds.1 Wells and privies must also have 
been present on the site. Such necessities survived until 1888, when 
indoor plumbing finally was installed in the present State House.2 It is 
possible that remains of such features and of the foundations of the old 
State House lie beneath the ground and could provide information 
about the early occupancy of the site. 

In 1849, a desire to protect the state's records led to the decision to 
construct a new building to house them. This was to be designed so 
that it could readily be expanded as a new and larger State House. 
Construction began on the north wing in 1851. It was located north of 
the old State House and it, too, faced Main Street. Within two years, 
the legislature had decided to proceed with the larger building. To 
accommodate it, they doubled the size of the State House grounds by 
purchases that extended them to Sumter Street. In 1854, however, it 
became clear that there were structural faults in the uncompleted 
building. The Commissioners for the State House called in a new 
consulting architect, John Rudolph Niernsee, and a new superintend
ing architect, George Walker. On the basis of their recommendations, 
the legislature ordered the building razed. 

It was determined that a new building would be constructed nearthe 
north end almost at the center of the State House grounds. After a 
number of plans were submitted, the legislature chose one by Niernsee. 
The architect moved from Baltimore to Columbia to oversee construc
tion. According to an article and engraving that appeared in Harper's 
Weekly on 1 December 1860, Niernsee's design called for the building 
to be elevated on a five-foot-high stone terrace, twenty-five feet in 
width. The grounds were to be laid out as a park in the romantic 



landscape style fashionable in the mid-19th century. There would be 
afountain in a circular plot in front of the north portico. Walks and drives 
would define other irregularly shaped plots, which would be planted 
with trees and shrubs. Half a century would elapse, however, before 
the grounds would be landscaped as a park. Niernsee also introduced 
an underground drainage system around the building, which was 
repaired and supplemented in succeeding years. 

Although photographs show that the Nte was leveled to some 
extent, it remained strewn with construction materials from the 1850s 
through the mid-1870s. In 1874, the grounds were cleaned up and 
partially graded. Four years later, the site was ploughed, walks and 
drives created, and a lawn sown. In 1883, convict labor planted 
numerous trees, although many failed to survive. At this time, and 
probably earlier as well, there was a lake or pond on the grounds 
(Figure 2), and in 1884, a twenty-inch drain was laid from the northwest 
corner of the building to carry roof water to this lake. At the same time, 
pipes were laid to carry sewage and waste water to the river. 

Despite the tree plantings, the grounds remained relatively barren 
in the late-19th century. The park-like setting envisioned by Niernsee 
did not become a reality until 1907-1908. Landscaping then followed 
plans prepared by P. J. Berckmann of Augusta, Georgia, in the spirit 
of Niernsee's original design. Charles Coker Wilson designed ap
proaches and nine-foot granolithic sidewalks. The grounds were 
rearranged and the plantings enhanced in 1969 in connection with the 
construction of a new garage and office buildings. 

The buildinq Essentially, the State House is the product 
of two building periods and one major pe
riod of alteration—1855-1863,1883-1902, 

1959-1969. In the first period, the exterior walls and part of the ground 
floor were completed; in the second, the interiors were completed and 
porticos and dome added. Finally, in the mid-20th century, major 
alterations removed or covered much of the 19th-century work. 

Initial construction, Johr! Rud0'ph Ni®msee s de 
' sign forthe State House was in 

1855-1863 the classical style, generally 
known as the First Renais 
sance Revival, and described 

by Niernsee as Roman Corinthian. Roman temples, Italian palazzos of 
the 15th century, and the United States Capitol, then being enlarged 
with the addition of wings and a central dome, all influenced the design. 
Like the Capitol, the State House was cruciform. Niernsee's plan called 
for porticos on two fronts and a central crowning feature. He consid
ered a dome but finally decided on a tower (Figure 3). 

Piers and columns in each story would not only have supported this 
tower but would have helped define cross-axial corridors as well. On 
the ground floor, these elements would be of granite in the Doric order, 
and the corridors would extend to entrances at the building's four 
cardinal points. On the main floor, or piano nobile, a 65-foot corridor 
was to run back to the library, in front of which it crossed a 20-foot-wide 
corridor leading to the House and Senate chambers. A lobby or 
vestibule, flanked by offices for the respective clerks and the speaker 
or president, preceded each of the chambers. The third floor probably 



Figure 2 .  
State  House Square from Map 
of  Columbia,  c .1883.  This  is  
the only his tor ic  map to  con
vey some sense of  the  layout  
of  the  grounds around the 
State  House.  I t  shows the 
winding walks  and dr ives  
that  were f inal ly  la id  out  in  
1878,  ref lect ing Niernsee 's  
plans for  the s i te .  The State  
House lake appears  a t  the cor
ner  of  Gervais  and Assembly 
Streets .  Three small  outbui ld
ings are  shown.  Although they 
are  not  ident i f ied,  they sug
gest  areas  that  may be 
archaeological ly  sensi t ive.  
South Carol iniana Library.  
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repeated the plan of the second. Columns at the corners where the 
corridors met presumably would carry the load of the tower down to the 
massive piers at the corners of the crossing on the ground floor. Two 
of the inverted arches in the cellar spanned underneath the space 
between the southern piers and double columns forming the north side 
of the east-west corridor at the center of the ground floor. In 1970, 
Columbia architect Walter Petty suggested that the inverted arches 
may have been used to transfer weight because of poor underground 
drainage.3 Certainly, Niernsee's 1865 reference to the largest of the 
arches, which is not inverted, as the "large well arch," suggests that the 
State House is built over an underground water source. 

In his initial thoughts about the design, Niernsee called for the 
columns of the upper stories to be cast iron covered with scagliola. 
Later he modified the scheme, deciding on Corinthian columns of dark 
red Tennessee marble. These major circulation spaces were to be 
connected by staircases of the same material, the whole forming what 
he referred to as the "great marble hall." 

The choice of materials was intended to make the building fireproof, 
as that concept was understood in the mid-19th century.4 The exterior 
walls were to be South Carolina granite, backed with brick, with interior 
partition walls also of brick. Decorative elements around the main 
north and south entries were to be white Italian marble. Floors were to 
be supported on brick groin vaults or on a system of wrought iron joists 
with brick flat arches.5 The floors themselves would be marble or 
encaustic tile. An iron roof would also be supported on wrought iron 
girders. Cast iron would be used for exterior doors, windows, and 
ceilings. 

Niernsee's State House undoubtedly was planned to incorporate a 
hot air heating system and plumbing. These amenities had become 
relatively common in public buildings by the middle of the 19th century, 
and it is highly unlikely that so accomplished and progressive an 
architect would have omitted them. The numerous basement tunnels 
or passages as well as the shafts rising through the walls—which 
alterations have obscured—almost certainly relate to these systems. 

The first stone was laid on 21 April 1855. Granite for the building 
came from local quarries, most of it from a quarry at Granby. Granite 
and marble detailing was cut and carved on site. Construction contin
ued, despite the outbreak of war, until November 1863. Much finished 
stone work, as well as some uncut marble, remained on the ground 
when Columbia fell to Sherman's forces on 16-17 February 1865 
(Figure 4). Along with Niernsee's drawings, specifications, and other 
written materials, much of this was destroyed, although some material 
was salvaged for later use. Cannon fire struck the walls of the new 
building but did only minor damage. The old State House, however, 
burned to the ground. 
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Figure 3. 
Perspective of the State House. 
This engraving appeared in 
Harpers Weekly for 1 Decem
ber 1860, on letterhead, and on 
the Confederate States of 
America's ten dollar bill. It no 
doubt reflects a Niernsee pre
sentation drawing. Itshowsthe 
balustraded terrace Niernsee 
envisioned as a podium for 
the building as well as the 
never-built tall tower with its 
colonnaded square base and 
octagonal lantern. South 
Caroliniana Library. 



Figure 4. 
Raising of the Stars and Stripes 
above the unfinished State 
House. This engraving ap
peared in Harper's Weekly and 
shows the 13th Iowa Regiment 
of Sherman's 17th Corps cap
turing the State House. The view 
is of the north front. It suggests 
thatthereweretemporary stairs 
rising at the center of the build
ing as well as some internal 
scaffolding. South Caroliniana 
Library. 



Figure 5. 
Photograph of the State 
House, c.1865. The view ofthe 
north facade confirms the ac
curacy of the engraving pub
lished in Harper's Weekly. 

Surviving fabric from the first period of construction includes the 
foundations (including at least part of the sub-foundations of the 
porticos) and the exterior walls. These were completed up to the top 
of the frieze on the western wing; the east wing was nine feet lower 
(Figure 5). Also completed for the exterior but installed much later, 
were nineteen column shafts for the porticos and 600 roof balusters. 

The exterior work of white Italian marble on the north and south 
fronts also was completed (Figure 6). This work extended to the 

interior finish of the north and south entrance vestibules on the main 
floor, where the jambs and soffits are white marble. White Italian 
marble was ordered and paid for only in this period. Additionally, the 
ornament in these vestibules is of a lush Classical Revival form more 
characteristic of the 1850s than the 1880s, when J. Crawford Neilson, 
Niernsee's successor, and Frank Niernsee, his son, used Neo-Grec 
ornament to finish the building's interior.6 

The cast iron windows ofthe ground floor also date from this period. 
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Figure 6. 
Photograph of south portico 
and west wing of the State 
House, 1865. While the walls 
of the west wing were com
pleted through part of the 
cornice, those of the east 
wing were not. The cast iron 
casement windows can be 
seen on the ground floor. 
South Caroliniana Library. 
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1855-1863 
Clockwise from left: 1. White 
marble door surround and 
decorative detailing on north 
elevation. 2. Cast iron case
ment window on north wall. 
3. Cast iron shutter with raised 
floral motif in west window. 
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Figure 7. 
(Left.) The ground floor lobby 
features the granite columns 
and pilasters installed under 
the direction of John Rudolph 
Niernsee. The marble paving, 
however, and possibly the 
brick groin vaults as well, date 
from 1890. Historic American 
Buildings Survey, Library of 
Congress. 

Today: 
(Right.) Grey granite doric 
columns and pilasters (1858) 
and brick groined arches 
above in ground floor lobby. 



As was the case with the white Italian marble, cast iron windows were 
specified and paid for only in this period—in fact, when Niernsee 
returned in 1883 to prepare estimates for completing the building, he 
intended to redo all the windows in wood. Some of the iron windows 
on the ground floor retain iron sills, jamb panels, ornamental soffits, 
and shutters with foliate ornament. 

In the interior, some of the arched ceilings of the cellar remain. More 
prominent survivors are the granite piers, columns, pilasters, and 
cornices of the ground floor corridors—Rooms 100, 108-109, and 
163-166. (Figure 7). Evidently, some of the major partitions as well as 
chimneys and heating and ventilating flues were in place by the time 
the first phase of construction ceased. 

Temporary additions and ?"r'nV8f Td 
1 ' 1866, the legisla-

alterations, 1867-1872 ture met at the col
lege. In 1867, a 
temporary roof was 

placed on the building, and many of the brick walls forming the interior 
partitions were completed (Figure 8). Gas pipes were installed and 
lighting provided. The use of spaces in this period can be identified 
and, in some cases, related to modern room numbers. Spaces 
included: on the main floor—Office of President of Senate (Room 227), 
Speakers Room (Room 228), Railroad Committee Room of Senate, 
Judiciary Committee Room of Senate, Cloak Room of Senate, Gen-
eral Committee Room, Clerk of Senate (Rooms 203-209), Senate 
Chamber (Room 202), Finance Committee, Clerk of House (Rooms 
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Figure 8. 
Taken from the northeast; part of a series produced by Columbia 
photographer W. A. Reckling, probably between 1867-1868, 
when a temporary roof was put on the state house, and 1878, 
when the walks and drives were first laid. A construction shed at 
the left suggests the date is earlier rather than later. No trace of 
the several chimneys piercing the roof can be seen readily today, 
but extensive late-19th century bills for wood and coal suggest 
that the State House was at least partially heated by fireplaces. 



Figure 9. 
This photograph must have 
been made between 1878 and 
1882, during the brief period 
when the monument honoring 
South Carolina's Confederate 
dead stood in the angle formed 
by the east wing and north 
pavilion of the State House. The 
temporary 6/6 wooden sash 
windows were installed in 
1867-1868. South Caroliniana 
Library. 

215, 217-219), Library (Room 210), Lobby (Room 200), House of 
Representatives (Rooms 220-226), Judiciary Committee Room, 
Committee on Privileges and Elections (Rooms 211 and 212); on the 
ground floor—Officer of the Adjutant General and Inspector General, 
Office of Superintendent of Education, Supreme Court Library (prob
ably Rooms 110-113), Supreme Court Room (Rooms 101-105), 
Treasurer's Office, Office of Comptroller General, Attorney General's 
Office, Governor's Office (Room 715), Office of Secretary of State 
(probably Room 142). Major interior partitions survive although many 
spaces have subsequently been subdivided. 

Windows with 6/6 sash were installed on the second and third 
floors, and the interior was completed with wooden floors and finished 
walls to a degree that made occupancy possible (Figure 9). The 
wooden floors were covered first with matting and then with Brussels 
carpet. Some sort of stairways, probably also wooden, must have 
been installed to allow circulation between floors. All this finish work 
was replaced in the subsequent building campaign, and except for 
partition walls, there is no evidence that any fabric from this period 
remains in the building. Although it is possible that some plaster may 
survive from this period, the documents indicate that most of the 
spaces were replastered between 1887 and 1890. 

The building completed, Although design and 
H ooo h r\m construction activity 
•OoO 1 "O f during this quarter of 

a century falls into 
four distinct periods, work never halted for long, and completion of the 
building was a more or less continuous process. From 1885 to 1887 
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J- Crawford Neilson directed the project (Figure 10). Work continued according to the designs of his 
replacement, Frank Niernsee, from 1888 through at least 1891. Following Niernsee's death, design and 
construction went forward with Frank P. Milburn as architect from 1900 to 1902. Finally, Charles Coker 
Wilson was called in from 1903 to 1907 to correct deficiencies in Milburn's work. At the end of his tenure, 
the building essentially was complete as it remains, with some alteration, to the present. 

By 1883, South Carolina had achieved some measure of recovery from the after effects of war and 
reconstruction. The legislature recalled John Rudolph Niernsee to present estimates for the completion of 
the State House. Niernsee proposed completing the building as he had planned it, with the substitution of 

Figure 10. 
State House from the north
east, 1887-1889. A new roof 
with balustrades was put on 
in 1886-1887. The windows 
suggest that the Senate cham
ber, completed in 1887, had 
its new 2/2 sash installed, 
while the 6/6 "temporary" sash 
remained in other windows. 
The photograph also reflects 
the extensive tree plantings 
made in 1883. The lighting fix
tures at the northwest cor
ner—a lantern on a pole—and 
the tall pole at the far right 
may relate to the experimen
tal electrical fixtures installed 
on the grounds in 1884. South 
Caroliniana Library. 
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Figure 11. 
House of Representatives, c.1900. This photo was in Southern 
Living for 1902-1903 but must have been taken before the new 
electrical chandelier was installed in 1902 (see Figure 16). The 
paneling on the wall resembles that in today s Senate Chamber. 
Frank Milburn's ceiling was replaced in 1937. The Gothic chairs on 
the rostrum and the desks with quatrefoil railings were bought in 
1871—1872. The Speaker's chair and one of the desks are now in the 
Confederate Relic Room. The bentwood and cane chairs were 
bought from Rhodes and Van Meter in 1890. South Caroliniana 

Library. 
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cast iron columns where marble had been called for in the interior halls, 
and of wooden windows where cast iron ones had been specified 
previously. Retained as architect in 1885, Niernsee prepared esti
mates and specifications for completion of the granite cornice on the 
building's wings. 

Niernsee died in June 1885. His successor, his Baltimore partner, 
J. Crawford Neilson, completed the chambers and galleries for the 
Senate and House of Representatives (Figure 11). These floors 
consisted of iron joists and flat brick arches, covered by marble tiles. 
Although the marble has been damaged or destroyed, the structural 
system probably survives to some degree under the present carpet
ing. A wonderful verbal picture of the appearance of these rooms as 
completed appeared in the Marlboro Chronicle of Bennettsville, SC, 
for 30 November 1887. 

It [the Hall of the House of Representatives] is surrounded with 
galleries, which will afford ample accommodation for visitors and 
which will besides give the members more room than they have ever 
had. The marble floor is covered with art squares; the walls are in a light 
shade of terra cotta with neat panelling and a dado of light cream-
colored polished tiles, bordered with bronze, cherry, and gold. The 
speaker's desk is of cherry, with a retiring room in the rear of cherry and 
gold. 

The decorations of the ceiling are very rich blue and gold being the 
prevailing colors of the panels. The portraits of Hampton and Gordon 
are hung just above the Speaker's desk. 

In the Senate Chamber, the improvements are equally marked. The 
prevailing shades here are of Nile green and olive richly traced with 
gold. The President's desk is of walnut and above it hangs a life-size 
portrait of Calhoun. 



Figure 12. 
(Left.) Senate Chamber 1960. The walls, cast iron columns, and 
gallery date from 1887. The Frank Milburn ceiling was installed 
c.1900. The rostrum dates from 1915, while the pillar lights on the 
president's desk appear to date from 1902. Historic American 
Buildings Survey, Library of Congress. 

Figure 13. 
(Right.) Senate Chamber 1964. Chairs shown were purchased in 
1908. Several are now in the Confederate Relic Room. The brass rail 
extended around three sides of the chamber until the room was 
redecorated in 1977. At top is wooden gallery seating. South 
Caroliniana Library. 
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Figure 14. 
(Top.) Supreme Court Room, 
c.1900. The walls were finished 
in 1890 with four coats of paint 
and then lined in buff to simu
late stone. South Caroliniana 
Library. 

1890 
(Right.) 1890 stair panels. 
Cast-iron dado with electro-
bronzed stiles, filled with Ten
nessee marble. 

The decor has been altered, but aside from the ceiling, the Senate 
Chamber is largely unchanged from this period (Figures 12 and 13). 
The original cast iron ceiling was replaced by sheet metal in 1900-
1902. The Hall of the House of Representatives is more altered, 
although some elements—some of the window surrounds and mold
ing with bull's eye ornament at the level of the window heads—remain 
from this period. Originally, this chamber, like the Senate, had panels 
between the windows defined by similar moldings. 

There was dissatisfaction with Neilson, largely because he refused 
to move to South Carolina. In 1888, the legislature dismissed him and 
replaced him with Frank Niernsee, son of the original architect of the 
State House. Frank Niernsee moved to Columbia and, for the next 
eleven years, oversaw completion of the interior of the State House. 
With the exception of the chambers, the finishes of most of the major 
interior spaces are his work7 (Figure 14). Surviving features from this 
period include the groined vaults of the ground floor corridor and the 
iron staircase leading up from the ground floor to the main lobby. The 
staircase originally was electroplated in tones of old bronze and 
copper; its paneling is inset with slabs of Tennessee marble, salvaged 
from that ordered in the 1850s for the senior Niernsee's "great marble 
hall." The sunk treads were designed to contain rubber mats. 

Salvaged Tennessee marble also was used for the surrounds and 
jambs of the three arched openings that still separate the main lobby 
from the library and for the single arched opening between the lobby 
and library galleries. The stained glass over these doors can be 
documented as dating from this period; the arched window at gallery 
level is probably also contemporary. The stained glass in the doot 
panels, however, is different in character and style and is probably an 
early-20th century addition. Frank Niernsee designed the doors them-
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1888-1890 
The library. From left, 
clockwise 1. Tennes
see marble trim at cir
cular headed window 
between library and 
hall, 1888. 2. Tennes
see marble trim on li
brary door, piers, and 
door reveals, 1888. 3. 
Cast and wrought iron 
spiral stair and balcony 
railing, cast iron bal
cony and columns, 
1889. 4. Alcove book
cases, 1890. 



Figure 15. 
Main floor lobby, 1960, be
fore changes were made in 
the 1960s. The gallery and 
steps leading up to it are 
Frank Niernsee's design 
from the 1880s. The en
trance to the House of Rep
resentatives on the right 
also displays the design of 
that period, while the 
marblefloor installed atthe 
same time is still visible. 
The arrangement of the 
wall between the library 
and lobby at gallery level 
also shows the 1880s con
figuration, with beveled 
niches flanking the stained 
glass window. The sofas 
may be leather-covered 
seats purchased for the 
Senate in 1889. They are 
now in the lobby under the 
north portico. Historic 
American Buildings Sur
vey, Library of Congress. 



selves and most of the surviving features of the library—the book
cases; the iron columns and spiral stairs; the gallery, including the 
ceiling beneath it and its railing; and the Tennessee marble window 
surrounds. 

The younger Niernsee also designed the main lobby, changing the 
cross corridors and grand stairs envisioned by his father to a single 
space. Remaining features of Frank Niernsee's design include the 
gallery and stairs up to it and the cast iron cornice in the main lobby 
(Figure 15). Also surviving, and similar in style, are the cast iron 
cornices and ceilings of the lobby leading to the Senate gallery. Cast 
iron also was used for cornices and ceiling center pieces in many of the 
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1888-1899 
Metal cornices in the main Lobby. Left: Balcony level, looking 
west. Right: Lobby looking northwest. 

offices. These may still exist behind furred out walls and dropped 
ceilings because they were fastened to the masonry with iron straps. 
Structural iron, as well as ornamental iron, ordered by both Niernsees 
and by Neilson as well, came from the noted Baltimore foundry of 
Hayward, Bartlett.8 

Frank Niernsee also oversaw the fireproofing of the remainder of 
the building's floors, using two forms of construction. The more 
traditional of these involved iron joists and flat brick arches. Within a 
year, however, he had adopted a more modern form, with hollow tile 
substituted for the brick. Over these arches, courses of brick were laid 
to level the floors. The finished floors were generally square tiles of 



1890-1902 
Top: North portico, east cor
nice, 1900—1902. 
Bottom: Lower lobby floor of 
Tennessee and Etawah 
marble, 1890 

Kennesaw and Creole (light gray and dark gray Georgia) marble, with 
bases, borders, and plinths of the Creole marble. The exceptions were 
the ground floor corridor, where the squares were Kennesaw with 
Etawah (pink marble) and the main lobby, where the paving consisted 
of rectangles of Kennesaw with Etawah "dots." These marble floors 
remain in view in the ground floor lobby and corridors. The floor of the 
main lobby, although carpeted, may also be intact. Portions of marble 
floors may also remain in other spaces under carpeting, although 
evidently they have been damaged severely by trenching for wiring. 

During the period, the large brick passageway running north and 
south through the center of the building was extended. Probably 
intended by the elder Niernsee to accommodate a plumbing and 
sewerage system, it was put to the same use by his son. 

After Niernsee's death in 1899, the legislature selected Frank P. 
Milburn as architect for the State House. Milburn worked from 1900 to 
1902. He completed the porticos, in general following Niernsee's 
design, rebuilt the roof, and added the exterior and interior domes. In 
redoing the roof, Milburn removed Neilson's and Niernsee's iron 
ceilings from over the chambers, the library, and the main lobby, 
substituting inexpensive pressed metal ceilings. The Milburn ceilings 
remain in the library, main lobby, and Senate. 

Also in this period, in 1902, the State House, like other public 
buildings in Columbia, was wired fully for electricity. At the same time, 
new fixtures were introduced throughout the building, including the 
lights in the ceiling panels in the Senate. The decorative lights were 
combination gas and electric fixtures, which Cassidy & Sons Manufac
turing Company supplied. Only a few of these survive—the chandelier 
in the library and the pillar lights on the Senate president's desk. 

The legislators and outside experts found Milburn's work so poorly 



1900-1902 
Clockwise  f rom lef t :  1 .  
Stamped meta l  ce i l ing  in  main  
lobby.  2 .  Library ' s  ce i l ing-
hung f ix ture ,  "100- l ight  chan
del ier ,"  f rom Cass idy & Sons  
Manufactur ing Co.  3 .  Lamp on 
the  desk of  the  pres ident  of  
the  Senate .  4 .  Dome,  in ter ior  
v iew.  



1905-1907 
Main floor exterior door and 
hardware. 

designed and executed that the state sued the architect and the 
contractor. The legislature called in Charles Coker Wilson, first to 
assess the damage, and then to fix it. Between 1905 and 1907, he 
oversaw reinforcement of the roof structure and the covering of the 
roof with slate, tin gutters and valleys, and copper hoods and vents. 
Existing exterior doors, including their hardware, date from this period. 
During Wilson's tenure, the grounds were professionally landscaped 
for the first time. 

Tha Innn intoniol Forhalfacentury.theStateHouse i ne long interval, remained much as jt was when 
1909-1959 Charles Coker Wilson completed 

it, with the exception of alterations 
to the House chamber in 1937 

(Figure 16). Almost from the beginning, however, there were com
plaints about inadequate space. At least two proposals to expand the 
building were put forward, in 1911 and 1946. Both envisioned the 
extension of wings to the east and west; both were defeated because 
of expense. Some changes with relatively minor effects on the building's 
appearance were carried out. The Senate rostrum was added in 1915 
according to plans by the architect George E. Lafaye, and the building's 
first elevator was installed in 1934 by the architect J. Carroll Johnson, 
under the supervision of James E. Hunter, Jr., clerk of the House.9 A 
more fundamental alteration was the installation of a new central 
heating system. 

The major change in this period was to the Hall of the House of 
Representatives (Figure 17). Although James E. Hunter, Jr., was 
named architect for the renovations in 1937, it was J. Carroll Johnson 
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Figure 16 
House of Representatives, possibly c.1925. This view shows the 
House before the major changes of 1937. It appears to have been 
made, however, after the Gothic furniture on the rostrum was 
removed. A caption on the Gothic Speaker's chair in the Confed
erate Relic Room gives this date as 1924. By this time, the walls 
had been covered with an acoustical tile. The floors are described 
in a document as rubber tile. 

Figure 17 
House of Representatives, 1937-1938. During construction of 
the 1937 alterations to the House chamber, the western gallery 
was removed, as shown here. Also visible is the cement block 
filling in the area where the old rostrum was located. House of 
Representatives. 



1937 
(Left.) Ceiling cornice rebuilt 
and adaptations made for 
new lighting and acoustical 
panels. 

Figure 18. 
(Right.) House of Representa
tives, 1937-1938, with a new 
mahogany rostrum, coffered 
ceiling, grilles for the air condi-
tioning system, Venetian 
blinds, and a gallery atthe west, 
which appears to reuse the old 
rail and wooden seating. The 
old wainscot remains in place. 
House of Representatives. 
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who designed the rostrum, the decorative, coffered plaster ceiling, and 
all other changes. Hunter, a registered architect, had worked primarily 
as a draftsman for Johnson and Harold Tatum and naturally retained 
Johnson and his firm, Wessinger & Stork, to produce the plans and 
specifications.10 Even before these alterations, the moldings between 
the windows had been removed, the walls had been covered with 
acoustic tile, and rubber tile had been laid over the marble floors. 

The 1937 alterations were extensive (Figures 18 and 19). The 
former gallery or balcony at the west end of the room was removed. 
Seven rooms were built along this end with a new balcony above them; 
photographs and observation indicate that the original gallery railing 
was reused. The centerpiece of the redesign of the western end was 
construction of a much larger mahogany rostrum, surmounted by a 
clock. The metal ceiling also was removed and replaced by the present 
plaster ceiling. Built-in lighting included incandescent fixtures in each 
panel of the ceiling as well as indirect lighting in the cove. Venetian 
blinds took the place of the interior shutters that had formed part of the 
decor at least since the 1880s, and it probably was at this time that 
masonite panels were inserted in some of the windows. A "winter" air 
conditioning system, serving only this chamber, also was installed. 

Major alterations and 0ver this decade 
work within the State 

redecoration, 1959-1969 House walls ren
dered the building 

more habitable but also altered considerably its historic appearance. 
Both the heating and electrical systems were modernized, and the 

Figure 19. 
House of Representatives 1960. The room is little changed from the 
1930s. The brass rail once extended around three sides of the room. 
Historic American Buildings Survey, Library of Congress. 



1959-1969 
Main floor office. Walnut raised panel wainscot, base and chair 
rail. 

entire building was air conditioned. A sprinkler system was installed in 
the attic, although the remainder of the building continued to lack fire 
suppression. 

Carpeting now covered all the marble floors except in the ground 
floor corridors. In offices and committee rooms almost throughout the 
building, including the governor's office in the west wing on the ground 
floor, ceilings were dropped, walls were furred out and finished with 
paneled walnut or mahogany wainscots. Window and door surrounds 
in these spaces also were changed to a Colonial Revival style, with 
broken pediments over major doorways. The doors leading from the 
main lobby to the House and Senate were altered in similar fashion. 
New doorways, trimmed in the same manner, were cut from the lobby 
balcony to the library gallery, where previously there had been niches. 
The foyers under the north and south porticos also were redecorated. 
The work included removal of the glass block paving of the portico. In 
the House of Representatives, the old tile wainscot was replaced or 
covered by polished green marble and the incandescent ceiling lamps 
were replaced by mercury vapor. 

As a result, by 1970, many of the interior spaces no longer 
maintained their original appearance (Figures 20, 21, 22, 23). Despite 
changes, however, the South Carolina State House retains a high 
degree of integrity. Much of the exterior and good portions of the cellar 
and ground floor survive intact from the first building campaign. 
Important elements from the 1880s are relatively unaltered, including 
the interior plan and many features of major spaces like the main stair, 
the library, the Senate chamber and its lobby, and the main lobby. Only 
physical probing will determine to what degree historical fabric re
mains intact behind dropped ceilings and furred walls. • 



Figure 20. 
Confederate Relic Room. When extensions to the State House 
were proposed in 1911, one of the reasons given was that there 
was no appropriate place to display the large collection of 
Confederate relics. It is also known that in the 1950s, the Confed
erate Relic Room occupied what is now Room 306-308. Just 
where the space represented in this and the following 
three photographs was located is uncertain. South Caroliniana 
Library. 

Figure 21. 
Confederate Relic Room. The space shown in this and the photo
graph to the left, with seven windows along one wall, does not 
appear to conform to any space in the State House. The chairs in 
the corner are the Gothic chairs from the old rostrum in the House 
of Representatives. The case for the flags may be the one placed 
in the library in 1890. South Caroliniana Library. 



Figure 22. 
Confederate Relic Room. This large room appears to have been 
created by removing a partition wall and replacing it with a steel 
beam carried on iron columns. South Caroliniana Library. 

Figure 23. 
Confederate Relic Room. One end of the room was dominated by 
a pair of Rococo Revival mantelpieces. South Caroliniana 
Library. 
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CHRONOLOGY 

Most of the information forthis report came from the records of the state 
of South Carolina, which are preserved in the South Carolina Depart
ment of Archives and History. Unless otherwise indicated, the records 
cited below are from that repository. Newspaper clippings came from 
the library of the State newspaper in Columbia, South Carolina. Items 
in bold type in the chronology refer to historic fabric that still exists. The 
following abbreviations are used in citations to information included in 
the chronology: 

AR Architect's Report (all 19th c. commission reports incorporate 
the Architect's Report). 

CC Reports of the Commission for Completion of the State House 
R&R Reports and Resolutions 
RCG Reports of the Comptroller General 
RCNSH Report of the Commissioners of the New State House 
ROC Report of the Commissioner of New State House 
ROAC Annual Reports of the Commissioner and Architect for the 

New State Capitol 
RSHC Report of the State House Commission 
RSHG Report of the Commission of State House and Grounds 
RSHK Report of the State House Keeper 
RSS Report of the Secretary of State 
SCL South Caroliniana Library 
WP Walker Papers 

Act to purchase land, establish a town and 
remove state government there. 
New State House designed. 

Old State House in Charleston burns. 

New State House at Columbia not yet fin
ished. 

Legislature meets in new State House, which 
faced Richardson (Main) Street. 

Decision to erect basement story of fireproof 
building to protect state records. To begin 
with would build only north wing of larger 
building, which might eventually be used as a 
State House. P. H. Hammerskold retained as 
architect. 

Cornerstone laid. 

Legislature decided to complete fire proof 
building as new State House. 
Illuminating gas plant established (Helen Kohn 
Hennig, Columbia: Capitol City of South Caro
lina, 1786-1936 [hereafter, Hennig], Colum
bia Sesqui-Centennial Commission, 1936, 
383). 



Decision to enlarge State House grounds, 
move old State House to one side, lay out 
foundation for the larger new building. 

Construction went forward. 

Walls 20 to 30 feet high. Major cracks devel
oped in arches and walls. (Report of John R. 
Niernsee, 19 June 1854, SCL) Commission
ers for State House suspended P. H. 
Hammerskold, called in John Rudolph 
Niernsee of Baltimore. 

Niernsee reported that workmanship and 
materials inferior, although drawings and 
specifications were adequate for foundations 
and exterior walls. (Report of John R. Niernsee, 
19 June 1854, SCL). 

George W. Walker named superintending 
architect. (Diary of George W. Walker, [here
after Walker Diary] WP, SCL). 

Niernsee, who had been named consulting 
architect, initially thought that the parts of the 
building that were only up 8 to 10 feet (north 
wing) could be salvaged. (John R. Niernsee to 
George Walker, 24 August 1854, WP, SCL). 

Walker disagreed. Says north wing already 
up to 12 feet and equally unsatisfactory, if not 
more so, than south wing. (Walkerto Niernsee, 
31 August 1854, WP, SCL). 

Legislature dismissed Hammerskold. Ordered 
building razed to foundations. 

Some groined brick arches had been con
structed and were taken down. Some brick 
and stone from demolition salvaged, pre
sumably for use in new building. But new 
stone also arriving from quarry. Stone cutting 
for new foundations began in October. Fire
proof building had been planned with provi
sions for central heating and plumbing. 
(Walker Diary, August-November, WP, SCL). 

December Legislature voted to proceed with new capi-
tol, because "the State has already expended 
a large amount of money, the greater portion 
of which is represented by material prepared 
for use, which will become a dead loss unless 
made available in the construction of a Capi
tol. But relocated building to Senate and 
Richardson. (Reports and Resolutions of the 
General Assembly, 1854, 279-91). 



1855 Modifications made to design. Commission
ers requested that there be 5 windows in 
wings and ends; that the Senate room be in 
the east and the House in the west; that the 
Senate be three windows in width and the 
House four, each to have a lobby with clerk's 
rooms and speaker's rooms; front to have 
row of double columns; court rooms to be 
under Senate; vestibules at principal en
trances; doors at ends of corridors on ground 
floor. (Resolution of Commissioners, 10 Feb
ruary 1855, WP, SCL). 

Commissioners presented two plans by 
Niernsee to legislature for buildings of same 
size, but different materials and finishes. 
Evidently original scheme was for marble 
building - they recommended granite. Com
missioners had, over the course of the year, 
submitted various plans to the legislature. In 
March/April plan was finally adopted. Niernsee 
sent sketch to Walker so excavation for foun
dation could begin (Niernsee to Walker, 20 
March 1855, WP, SCL). Incorporated portico 
with single row of columns, separate libraries 
for courts of law and equity, 15 committee 
rooms. Some of the plans showed a dome, 
but the commissioners recommended the 
tower. 

21 April First stone laid. (Report of the Commission
ers of the New State Capitol, November 
1855, SCL). 

December Niernsee proposed fireproofing basement 
"by means of wrought-iron joists and flat 
segment brick arches," rather than 
groined arching. Refers to this as "the 
new manner" and "improved arching." 
Facing of exterior walls to be granite, at 
least 18" thick, backed with brick; interior 
walls to be brick, also flues and ventila
tors. Interior stairs to be marble; columns to 
be scagliola-cased cast iron; marble-cased 
doors and marble jambs; floors to be en
caustic tile on main floor, freestone tile on 
other floors. Plaster paneling and enrich
ment. Inside doors to be wood; exterior 
doors and windows to be cast iron. Cast 
iron also to be used for stair railings, galler
ies, upper ceilings and floors; wrought iron to 
be used for roof trusses and to support 
galleries. Building to be heated by steam, 
supplied from separate boiler house, and 
have interior plumbing. (Reports of the Spe
cial Cominittee on the New State House, 
December 1855, SCL). 



Niernsee's plans contemplated terrace. (R&R, 
1902, Report of the Commissioners for the 
Completion of the State House, 1179-82)'. 

1856, 1 Jan Niernsee hired as architect. (R&R, 1856, ROC, 
161-82, Jenkins microfilm of early state records 
[hereafter, Jenkins], D-1, Roll 3). 
Quarries operating at Granby, despite flood
ing. Also using Ford Quarry on Rocky Creek, 
and Duley Quarry. Railroads built to quarries, 
also a dam to prevent flooding of Granby 
Quarry. Larger amount and better quality 
of stone required, especially for more iso
lated piers and thinner walls, large well 
arch and inverted arches. Foundation com
pleted. Foundation is "a proper base to raise 
a structure of such magnitude and solidity." 
Foundation piers of south and north porticos 
being worked on. 

Forecast three years for stonework, year for 
roof and iron ceilings and arches, year for 
interior finishes. The porticos, tower, enclo
sure, grading, and laying off of the park around 
the building, the erection of the boiler-house 
and out-houses connected therewith, remain
der of work (tower, terraces, etc.) to be done 
after that period. 

Base course to be 2'9" and 3'2" thick, 
courses of ashlar, 1 '6" (R&R, 1856, RCNSH, 
161-82, Jenkins, D-1, Roll 3). 

"An Act to provide water for the public build
ings" (Hennig, 384). 

At some not precisely datable point decision 
to do interior columns in marble rather than 
scagliola, and sheathe some of the walls in 
marble as well. There was also to be marble 
sculpture in the north pediments. To be ex
ecuted by Henry Kirke Brown, the group 
included three central figures of Hope, Jus
tice and Liberty, flanked by "Negroes, repre
sented in the cotton and rice fields." (Johnson 
M. Mundy to Mary E. Mundy, 20 February 
1861, in A Columbia Reader, 53-56). 

Wrought iron beams had been obtained 
for some floors. Construction up to top of 
basement windows. Superstructure thus 
15 1/2', total height 26', but some of inte
rior walls not up to that height. Over 1 
million brick from H. P. & J. s. Green used 
for walls, flues, arches, and backing. Will 
require wrought iron joists for arched 
floors of first floor in the next year. (R&R, 
1857, ROAC, 219,232, Jenkins, D-1, Roll 3). 



Construction reaches window sills of prin
cipal story, 37 feet above foundation. Fin
ished work included cornices, Doric 
columns and pilasters, Doric capitals 
(these are interior columns and pilasters, 
ground floor), moldings, plain and rustic 
ashlar. (R&R, 1858, ROAC, 209-21, Jenkins, 
D-1, Roll 4). 

Contract let for Corinthian (exterior) capitals 
and marble work. Structure up to one course 
of level of 3rd floor (521/2') above foot of 
foundation. (R&R, 1859, RCNSH, 121-33, 
Jenkins, D-1, Roll 4). 

Walls up to bottom of entablature, 65'9". 
Window dressings, columns and cornices 
finished, also most of the entablature, 2h 
of balustraded parapet, 9 Corinthian col
umn shafts, 15 more in process, 3U of 
capitals. Shipment of marble expected to 
arrive at Charleston. Much marble work al
ready complete, including interior finish of 
doors and windows, Corinthian capitals and 
polished shafts. Marble is white Italian and 
Tennessee. Window frames sash and glass 
in progress. Foreman of stone cutters is Wil
liam Barnaby. (R&R, 1860, RCNSH, 213-28, 
Jenkins, D-1, Roll 4). 

Despite outbreak of war, work continued. 
Spring flood at Granby quarry, dam strength
ened. Building finished in manner "necessary 
to sustain and build the permanent iron roof." 
Engaged columns and capitals complete. 
Building up to commencement of main 
cornice (west wing 2 courses higher.) 
(R&R, 1861, RCNSH, 157-72, 225-26, 
Jenkins, D-1, Roll 5). 

Work went forward on capitals for porticos 
and interior marble. (R&R, 1862, RCNSH, 
147-62, Jenkins, D-1, Roll 5). 

Quarrying continued. Capitals and marble 
work finished (the latter insofar as mate
rial then on hand would permit). (R&R, 
1863, Report of the Acting Commissioner 
and Architect, 103-15, Jenkins, D-1, Roll 5). 

Sherman attacks Columbia. Bombardment 
and heat from burning of old State House do 
minor damage. Stonework, marble, etc. on 
ground destroyed, although columns survive. 
(Niernsee's account summarized in unidenti
fied clipping pasted into Robert McKay, "South 
Carolina Redeemed," bound ms. vol., SCL). 

At time of attack, exterior walls complete up 



to top of frieze course on western wing. East 
wing was 9' below finished level. Six balls 
struck westfront-did little damage, except to 
molded window sill and balusters of one 
window on principal floor. Ten shots struck 
interior. Marble around front entrance dam
aged -oak leaf pilasters, panel ornaments 
in soffit and some library doorway orna
ment. Beaks of eagles and lower part of 
fasces knocked off. Worst destruction to 
stored material, including: 40 Corinthian capi
tals for exterior; 60 of 65 Corinthian capitals 
and all shafts for interior columns and stair
cases, in Tennessee marble, for "great marble 
hall" on principal floor; also marble paving 
tiles. Much uncut material, sculptor's work
shop, unfinished statues for tympanum, 
modelshops, tools, machinery. Also 
Niernsee's library and "all the valuable docu
ments relating to the new State House, 
namely, the mass of drawings, details, re
ports, calculations, contracts, specifications, 1867-
memorandas, books and papers." (R&R, 
1865, ROAC, 75-83, Jenkins, D-1, Roll 5). 

Niernsee removed 600 uninjured granite bal
usters from storage shed to interior of build
ing. Cast iron contract was held by Hayward, 
Bartlett & Co. of Maryland. They had com
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pleted 19 of the 82 iron window frames 
and sashes. (Ibid.) These may appear in 
photograph (Figure 6), which shows that first 
floor window sash remained in west wing; 
also appears to show in photo of Confeder
ate Monument in original position. 

Said to have destroyed temporary floors and 
stairs. (Christie Zimmerman Fant, The State 
House of South Carolina [hereafter Fant], 
Columbia: The R. L. Bryan Company, 1970, 
26). 

Legislature met at the college, first in College 
Hall, then in the chapel. (Daniel W. Hollis, 
University of South Carolina, Columbia: Uni
versity of South Carolina Press, 1956, II, 8— 
9; Edwin L. Green, A History of the University 
of South Carolina, Columbia: The State Com
pany, 1916, 151). 

With Niernsee still supervising, temporary tin 
roof put on, grounds fenced. (R&R, 1868, 
RCG, 41,45,51,56, South Carolina Reports 
and Resolutions, 1868-1900 [hereafter SC-
Ar-M/13], Roll 2; and Office of the Comptrol
ler General, Treasury Journal (Sundries), 
March 1866-July 1868, 162, 183, 193, 199, 
200, 207.) Photo (Figure 8) shows it as 



gambrel form and that window and door open
ings had been closed. This and photograph 
of monument (Figure 9) show that these 
windows were 6/6 sash, probably of wood, 
with narrow muntins. December 17—legisla
ture moved to University of South Carolina 
(Daily Phoenix, 17 December 1868). 

Interior fitted for use of next General Assem
bly. Well (for water supply) restored. Little 
brick building was next to northwest corner. 
(R&R, 1869, RSHK, 302-3, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 
2). Fitting up of interior may have been par
tial, affecting only east wing. (Daily Phoenix, 
29 October 1869; see also entry for 1870). 

Wooden floors in place, covered with "cheap 
matting." Inexpensive curtains and cornices. 
(R&R,1878, Report of Joint Legislative Com
mittee on Public Fraud, 1036-37, 1136-39, 
1192-1202, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 7). 

Rooms in western wing [House of Represen
tatives] and third floor prepared. Roof leaking 
badly. (R&R 1870, RSHK, 697-98, SC-Ar-
M/13, Roll 3). Vault built for comptroller's 
office, fireproof safe installed there and in 
treasurer's office. ( R&R, 1870, RCG, 52-53, 
SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 3). 

Building "is prepared but temporary for habita
tion." Roof still in bad condition. Tinner re
tained to repair holes. Lightning rods exist, but 
are in bad condition. Pavement on lower floor 
still awaiting restoration. Rubbish removed 
from grounds. Well in yard restored. Was 
"little brick building on grounds." Key for "brass 
door belonging to the iron palmetto tree" kept 
in closet next to library. (R&R, 1871, RSHK, 
183-86, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 4). 
Building equipped with far more expensive 
furnishings. Includes Brussels carpeting, bro
cade curtains and lambrequins, walnut and 
gilt cornices. Crimson plush sofas and Gothic 
chairs, library tables with carved legs, etc. 
Permanent installations include bronze and 
gilt chandeliers from Nicol and Davidson— 
successors to E. V. Haughwout, New York 
City—for committee rooms, five 6-light chan
deliers; for Speaker's stand, two 5-light col
umns with clusters; for House of 
Representatives—onemade-to-order64-light, 
2 tier, bronze gilt and ormulu chandelier, four 
27-light chandeliers, 153-light brackets to 
match; for unspecified locations—five 6-light 
chandeliers; twelve 4-light chandeliers, three 
3-light brackets, another 64-light chandelier, 
matching that in the House. Inventory of fur
nishings made in 1878 lists rooms in State 



House in this period. (Numbers following 
rooms use modern numbering system to sug
gest where these functions were located.) 
President of Senate [227], Speaker's Room 
[228], Railroad Committee Room of Senate, 
Judiciary Committee Room of Senate, Cloak 
Room of Senate, General Committee Room, 
Clerk of Senate [203-209], Senate Chamber 
[202], Finance Committee, Clerk of House 
[215, 217-219], Library [210], Lobby [200], 
House of Representatives [220], Judiciary 
Committee Room, Committee on Privileges 
and Elections [211 and 212], Office of Adju
tant and Inspector General, Office of Super
intendent of Education, Supreme Court 
Library [110-113], Supreme Court Room 
[101-105], Treasurer's Office, Office of Comp
troller General, Attorney General's Office, 
Governor's Office, Office of Secretary of State. 
Furnishings, carpets, lambrequins, cornices, 
etc. came from Stewart, Sutphen & Co. of 
Brooklyn, NY. There also were rented com
mittee rooms in various buildings in town. 
(R&R, 1877, Joint Legislative Committee on 
Public Fraud, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 7). 

1872 Part of roof blew off in May—restored "with 
shingles instead with tin, as it was before." 
Thinks it improper that five or six restaurants, 

and market for selling fruit should be estab
lished, as they have been, in lobby when 
legislation is in session. (R&R, 1872, RSHK, 
705-11, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 4). 

Fence rebuilt and brick wall laid on north and 
west sides of grounds; floor laid [ground 
floor?]; new lightning rods; grounds partially 
graded. (R&R, 1874, RSS, 67-70, SC-Ar-M/ 
13, Roll 5). 

Roof still leaking. Iron gate installed in cellar 
to replace one broken "by mischievous per
sons." (R&R, 1876, RSHK, 451, SC-Ar-M/13, 
Roll 6). 

New roof on west end; gutters added; drains 
around building repaired, with 10... inch pipe 
from building to street sewers; chimneys 
raised two feet and plastered. Grounds 
cleared of building debris and ploughed; walks 
and drives laid off—to be graveled; lawn, 
trees and shrubs to be planted. (R&R 1878, 
RSS, 385-87, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 8). 

Need expressed for more office space—"can
not be obtained without building up walls as 
intended and completing more rooms upon 
third story." Privy is unsightly. Indoor water 



closets recommended. (R&R, 1881, RSS, 
836, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 10). 

1883 Niernsee retained to make survey and rec
ommendations. Additional lamps placed in 
grounds and thoroughfare opened. Four hun
dred trees planted by convict labor, but many 
[trees] died because of drought.(R&R 1883, 
Governor's Annual Message, xviii-xix; RSS, 
32-35, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 12). 

Sept. 27—Niernsee reports that full set of 
drawings and specifications required, be
cause original drawings lost in 1865. Pro
poses coming to Columbia, where he can 
also judge what degree of convict labor can 
be employed, as well as cost of other labor 
and materials. (R&R, 1883, Report of the 
Architect..., 821-22, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 13). 

Nov. 12—Niernsee submits estimates. Iron 
columns, architraves and stairs to be substi
tuted for finish of interior central and stair 
house halls, in place of marble .originally 
estimated. Exterior—"surrounding terrace is 
absolutely necessary.""... while your new 
roof covering does protect the interior of your 
building, it has done very little, if any, benefit 
for its external protection, particularly for the 
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protection of the foundations against the con
tinuous accumulation of the roof and rain 
water of the surrounding grounds, for the 
latter have been filled up and graded some 
eighteen inches higher than the four corner 
spaces all along the Eastern and Western 
wings of the building on both sides of the front 
and rear porticos, and while the leaders or 
down spouts at two inner corners of the build
ing profess to lead the roof water into the brick 
sewer around the Western wing of the build
ing, one of them is broken off several feet 
above, and the sewers have evidently very 
little, if any, free outlet anywhere against the 
accumulating waterfrom the spouts, and there 
is no drainage whatsoever for the low grounds 
or basin in which the large block of cornices 
and other materials are deposited ..." (R&R, 
1883, Report of the Architect..., 822-23, SC-
Ar-M/13, Roll 13). 

Ground under foundation walls is hard clay 
down to a great depth. Foundations are two 
heavy layers of large blocks of granite 
1 Vz" thick and 6' to 7' in width. Provided 
details for granite cornices, etc. No skilled 
laborers in penitentiary. (R&R, 1883, Report 
of the Architect..., 824-25, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 
13). Estimates reveal a good deal about 



original plans, current conditions, as well as 
proposed work: 

Foundations—needed only for steps and 
parapet walls of portico, terrace walls and 
drainage Brick—heighten all walls to proper 
level for roof; "complete [s/'c] the basement 
arch; arch cellar [ceiling] between iron beams; 1884 
portico and terrace. 
Granite—includes setting of some exist
ing material—main cornice; balustraded 
parapet; portico—19 columns are finished, 
5 in round require fluting, 6 need to be cut 
from stone at end, 6 to be quarried and cut, 
also need 36 Corinthian capitals, dadoes and 1885 
bases, paneling for soffit, substructure piers 
and arches. Also granite for steps, terrace, 
terrace balustrade. There exists on grounds 
about 1/3 of cornice, plus 22 caps, various 
pedestals and plinths. 
Marble—intended to use white and Tennes
see, but to complete "great marble hall," this 
was changed to iron (see below). Carpenter's 
work—talks about trim for 120 windows, 
which suggests all to be redone; flooring 
over fireproof arching. 
Iron—roof beams, third floor ceilings, two 
skylights over stairs, stairs, 52 Corinthian 
columns, 12 columns for Senate Chamber 
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and House lobby 10 water closets, new gas 
pipes. (R&R, 1883, Report of the Architect 
. . . , 827-35, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 13). Was 
"lake" or pond on grounds. Child drowned in 
it (Daily Register, 5 June 1883), and dead 
alligator found in it (Ibid, 23 February 1884). 

Commission appointed under "Act to provide 
forthe completion of the State House." (R&R, 
1885, CC, 827-36, 903, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 14) 

Electric lights tried at State House—disap
pointing (Daily Register, 12 Nov. 1884). 

Niernsee reappointed as architect 3 Jan. 
Prepared estimates and specifications for 
rock work for entablatures and parapets, and 
for building and site drainage. Niernsee died 
7 June. Replaced by partner, J. Crawford 
Neilson. Bid for granite accepted, but then 
completed balusters found in basement. "The 
thorough drainage of the roof water had 
been secured by a twenty-inch brick drain 
running from the Northwest corner of the 
building to the lake, and preparation for 
the sewerage made by a double line of 
sement [sic] pipe, one for sewage and the 
other for waste water, which have been 
laid to within a few yards of the river." Iron 



pipes also laid to river. (R&R, 1885, v. 1, CC, 
926-36, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 14). Report of find
ing balusters also in Charleston News and 
Courier, August 23, 1885). 

Repair of four large downspouts, which pre
viously had been delivering water into cel
lars. (R&R 1887y. 1, CC, 163-80, SC-Ar-M/ 
13, Roll 16). Belief that brick needed can be 
made by convict labor. (R&R, 1885, RCG, 
341-43, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 14). 

Cut stone supplied by Westham Granite Co. 
of Richmond, Va.; Bartlett & Hayward for iron 
roof. Roof had cypress sheathing. There were 
also sections of copper and slate roof. 
Planned, but not yet executed, were copper 
flashings, gutters and downspouts and ceil
ings for chambers with skylights. Other re
quired work was finishing the interiors of the 
chambers by repairing and wainscoting walls, 
building new galleries (galleries exist, but are 
described as unsightly by Neilson), putting in 
fireproof floors, tiling floors of chambers; heat
ing and ventilation, repairs to ceilings of halls, 
library and third story, water closets. (CC 
1886, R&R, 1886, v. I, 715-20, SC-Ar-M/13, 
Roll 15). 

Completed work included galvanized iron 
ceilings of chambers, fireproof flooring of 
chambers, tiled floors of chambers, brass 
for galleries, rostrums, woodwork for win
dows and galleries, glass for windows 
and doors, iron columns for Senate gal
lery, [sash] weights for windows, parapet 
around roof, plastering and painting cham
bers. Roof drainage made effectual by dou
bling number of large downspouts. Steam 
heating—always contemplated. However, 
although 18 or 20 rooms in basement, no 
doorways at all—only connections open
ing 2' square and 6' long at ceilings. There
fore had to break through two rough 
doorways to two rooms. Work has been 
criticized—because someone from outside 
SC replaced J. R. Niernsee and Neilson did 
not move to Columbia. Neilson recommended 
by G. W. Custis Lee and Abram S. Hewitt. 
(R&R 1887, v. I, CC, 163-80, SC-Ar-M/13, 
Roll 16). 

New hot air heating system was installed, 
with boilers in each wing and radiators (The 
Marlboro Chronicle, 30 November 1887). 

Stone also came from Oman & Stewart 
Stone Co. Cast iron from Bartlett, Hayward 



(R&R, 1887, RCG, 99, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 16). 

Heating apparatus went into operation on 
November 1. Consisted of six steam heaters 
and boilers and attachments. (R&R, 1887, 
RSS, 488, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 16). 

Photograph made before 1902 (Figure 10) 
shows House with original tile wainscot, walls 
laid out in panels like those in Senate, car
peted floor. 

1888 4 January, Neilson terminated, replaced by 
firm of E. J. White and Frank Niernsee. This 
firm dissolved 1 October, Niernsee appointed 
sole architect. 10 groined arches in corri
dor connecting House and Senate com
pleted [ground floor, Rooms 108-109 and 
163-166?], also water closets, lavatories, 
system of sewage and ventilation, library 
and two committee rooms adjoining Hall of 
Representatives. Floors in Secretary of State's 
Office, Comptroller General, Treasurer, Su
preme Court Library—wood. Sec. of State 
and Supreme Court Library are over boilers. 
"The construction of a sewerage system 
in a building such as our Capitol, with 
solid granite walls varying from six to 
seven feet in thickness, was quite a seri

40 

ous matter, especially when it became 
necessary to tunnel and arch with brick 
and cement the front foundations of the 
main building and portico, extending out
wards some sixty feet." 

Tennessee marble remaining from before 
war reworked for circular-headed window 
between library and hall, triple window in 
library, marble arches and piers in door
ways. Contract for wrought iron balcony 
and circular stairways given out—also 
contract for colored glass over library 
doors. Fireproof floors under Ways and 
Means and Judiciary Committee Rooms. 
Consists of iron girders infilled with flat 
lime of teal [s/c?] arches covered with 
course or two of brick. Senate gallery 
strengthened by wrought iron straps. (R&R 
1888, v.ll, RSHC, 891-98, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 
17). 

1889 Niernsee furnished plans and specifications 
for ceilings of main lobby, lobby of Senate, 
galleries and stairways, committee rooms, 
floors for offices of Sec. of State and Su
preme Court Library. Some work done by 
contract, some by day labor, some by con
victs. Work completed—galvanized iron 



ings of lobby, fireproof floors and ceilings 
of committee rooms, fireproof floors— 
Sec. of State and Supreme Court Library, 
much of woodwork in committee rooms. 
Fire proofing now hollow tile, laid in hy
draulic cement between iron beams—sof
fits of beams protected by tile slabs. Two 
courses of brick above tile. Floors to be 
Kennesaw and Creole marble, bases and 
plinths Creole marble. Walls around main 
corridor and Senate lobby carried up 8' 
higher, in some places are 4' thick. Parti
tion wall erected between Senate lobby 
and main corridor [lobby]—45'0" high, 
21" thick. 

Secretary of State's two offices [on ground 
floor] like other offices on ground floor, had 
galvanized iron cornice and center piece, 
glazed tile wainscot 4' high. 

State Library balcony put in place—in 
style of "German Renaissance"—orna
ments at intersections of scrolls are oxi
dized silver. Stairs have "punched 
ornamental skirting of Russian sheet-
iron." Railing is nickle plated with oxi
dized silver rosettes at ends. Library ceiling 
was galvanized iron with zinc ornaments. 
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"The three circular arches in Tennessee 
marble with polished soffits for the Li
brary doors, and also the large white 
marble door, have been completed and 
thoroughly polished." 

Ceilings for main lobby and Senate balcony 
lobby were of No. 24 galvanized iron "in 
the character of the Italian Renaissance"— 
massive cornice "is composed of archi
trave-frieze and cornice proper, supported 
by Corinthian fluted columns, between 
which are expressive Renaissance pan
els, filled with the Grecian honey-suckle." 
Ceiling supported on iron brackets, built 
18" into wall. Cornice bolted to brackets 
with 1/4 ["] bolts and nuts at intervals of 
6". Lobby had a large skylight. 

Suggested finish for ground floor corridor is 
dark red, "lined up" in red or black. (RSHC, 1 
Nov. 1889, R&R 1889, II, 691-701, Roll 18). 
Four electric lights and benches placed in 
grounds. Ornamental mound made out of 
granite refuse, topped with fountain. Six 
leather-covered sofas and three desks pur
chased for Senate from Tyler Desk Co. of St. 
Louis. (R&R, 1889, v.ll, RSS, 211, 213-14, 
269-71, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 18). [These sofas 



may be those that appear in HABS photo
graph of main lobby in 1960 and are now in 
lobby under north portico (Room 144)]. 

Completed work included: Marble tiling of 
main corridor, basement corridor, offices 
on lower floor, woodwork for these offices 
and third floor, doors with French plate 
chipped glass, galvanized iron cornices and 
center pieces on lower floor, marble bases, 
fireproofing arches of lower floor, gas 
piping, electric wiring of balcony. All offices 
on lower floor replastered and painted with 
four coats "in pleasing colors." Doorways 
pine with chipped beveled glass. Architraves 
and corner blocks, finished in hard oil. Cor
nices secured with wrought iron straps. Hard
ware plain bronze. Fireplaces—cast iron 
mantels, electro-bronze finish, tile hearths. 
Corridor tiled with Kennesaw and Etawah 
marble. Walls 4 coats of paint, then penciled 
or lined in buff. Old vault next to Comptroller's 
office torn out—converted to office room. 
Upper corridor Kennesaw marble slabs 
with Etawah dots. Senate lobby—doors 
with polished plate glass—lobby has tiled 
dado or wainscot 4' high. 

Committee rooms replastered. Iron cornices 
and center pieces, buff tile wainscots, doors 
pine with chipped glass with sand blast letter
ing. Windows paneled jambs, inside blinds 
with movable slats. Grand stairways nearly 
completed—wrought and cast iron, elec
troplated in old bronze and copper. Risers 
with sunken panels, treads recessed and 
filled with rubber mats, hand rails ma
hogany, railing iron scrollwork electro
plated. Dado has electro-bronzed stiles 
with beveled edges, filled with Tennessee 
marble slabs. Intermediate newels carry 
electroliers. Entrances to [basement] toilet 
rooms through doors designed as part of 
main stair with wrought iron grilles above. 
Stairway [to gallery?] of cast and wrought 
iron with iron rail, all finished Berlin block 
or Barabaff finish. Alcove book cases fin
ished in library. Railing in House of Repre
sentatives to rear of seat—nickel-plated. 
Hopes to begin portico—foundation already 
in ground, laid 30 years before. (R&R 1890, 
RSHC, 601-10, SC-Ar-M/13, Roll 19). 
Glass case constructed for Confederate flags 
and placed in library. New chairs purchase 
for chambers from Rhodes & Van Meter. 
(R&R, 1890, RSS, 93, 95-97, 160, SC-Ar-M/ 
13, Roll 19). 



Completed work: Grand stairways, Clerk's 
Room of House and Senate on third floor, 
Supreme Court Library, Treasurer's Office 
and vault. (R&R 1891, v. II, RSHC, 457-61, 
Sc-Ar-M/16, Roll 20). 

Eight "Ornate steam heaters" [radiators] pur
chased from J. L. Motte [sic] Iron Works of NY 
for second floor. (R&R, 1898, RSS, 344, SC-
Ar-M/13, Roll 27). 

According to 1898 City Water Register, plumb
ing consisted of 6 hose connections, 33 in
side faucets, 4 bath tubs, 4 lavatories, 24 
latrines, and one drinking fountain. (The Co
lumbia Record, 10 July 1947). 

Three architects submit plans for completing 
State House. Frank P. Milburn selected. Con
tract awarded to Mcllvain-Unkefer Co. Milburn 
designs porticos, lowered roof, removal of 
toilet rooms from basement to rooms under 
steps. Milburn's specifications call for portico 
foundations to be "Powhatan" pressed brick 
with grey mortar. Floors under porticos to be 
concrete—5 parts small broken stones, 3 
parts sand, 1 part portland. Top coat to be half 
sand, half cement, laid off in 4 ft. squares. 
Mortarto be 1/3 "Black Diamond" or "Hoffman's 

Rosendale" and 2/3 sand. Portland for setting 
steps. Granite to be "Winnsboro," "Pacolet," 
or "Newberry." Granite to be painted with 
white lead and granite dust—joints on top of 
buttresses to have hot lead run into them. 
Electroliers on butments to conform to style 
shown—combination gas and electric. (State
ment of the Commission for the Completion of 
the State House, R&R, 1904, 303-64). 
Walls cut to open two additional rooms in 
basement (R&R, 1901, RSS, 235). 

Design submitted for galvanized steel ceiling 
for portico made by Wheeling Corrugating 
Company of Chattanooga, Tenn. Design is 
more elaborate than the design that was 
installed (Drawing 294 "A," 11 May 1901). 

By early 1902, roof, front portico and steps 
almost completed. Minority claim that work 
is not adequate—does not match old work— 
not entirely plumb, stone is coarser—joints 
wider. Old joints Vs". New vary from 'A" to3/8M. 
Brick walls have too much mortar and will 
therefore settle faster than stone. All mortar is 
hydraulic cement (R&R, 1903, v.II, RCCSH, 
1179-82). 



State House, along with other public build
ings wired for electricity by Carter & 
Gillespie Electric Company. Power comes 
from Columbia Water Power Company. 
Combination gas and electric fixtures 
come from Cassidy & Sons Manufactur
ing Company. Include lights in ceiling pan
els in Senate and House, as well as bracket 
lights around galleries and lights on 
President's stand in Senate and 100-light 
chandelier in House. [Note: Similarity of chan
delier in House, as shown in photographs, to 
that in Library suggests that latter dates from 
same period.] Telephones installed to con
nect speaker of the House, Senate President 
and Governor. Iron poles for electric light also 
placed in grounds. (R&R, 1902, Report ofthe 
Commission for Lighting the State House and 
other Public Buildings, 327-28). 

1902-1903 — Sub-foundations of front and rear porticos 
brick. Contractors omitted two columns in 
inner row on front portico because they broke 
one. Steel ceiling of main lobby torn out 
and replaced by cheap and common 
stamped ceiling. Ceilings in House and Li
brary badly damaged. Roof and walls leaked, 
with water coming through into main lobby 
and through floors and landings in front of 

44 

portico. This necessitated removal of water 
closets. (R&R 1903, II, Minority Report of 
. . . Committee on Completion of the State 
House and Grounds, 327-29). 

1903 Charles Coker Wilson retained to ascertain 
repairs necessary. Found: chambers, library, 
committee rooms, badly damaged and un
sightly. Ceiling and cornices in House and 
Library damaged. Brackets broken. Roof 
leaks—pitch too steep for covering of tar and 
gravel. Should be skylight in lobby. Heating 
plant old—should be replaced. Made recom
mendations (R&R, 1904, Report of Commis
sion for the Repairs . . . , 717-31). 
Foundations of front and rear porticos con
structed of brick rather than granite. Roof and 
walls leaked, but worst leaks were from land
ings of front portico because glass flooring 
was defective. Carving of new capitals and 
bases did not match that of old columns. 
Columns at rear of portico do not have proper 
lintel stones—space between capitals and 
ceiling filled with tin or sheet iron boxes. 
Dome is "simply infamous," "uglier and un
sightly creation" of poor workmanship. Im
properly supported, "full of kinks and crimps, 
with nothing to keep it up." Inner dome "not 
securely supported." In outer dome many of 



stones, especially middle stones of sill course, 
are too short. Contractor filled with cement 
and mortar, but this will not hold up. Suggests 
that all joints exposed to weather should be 
"corked with lead." Space of over 9" between 
walls and eaves—merely filled with galva
nized iron sheet. One of large lintel stones in 
rear portico cracked. On the whole work is "a 
parody upon the science of architecture and 
an insult to the fame of John R. Niernsee and 
a disgrace to the State of South Carolina." 
(R&R, 1904, Report of the Joint Committee 
... to Consider the Several Reports of the 
Commission on the Completion of the State 
House . . . , 1158-1264). 

Wilson retained, authorized to make plans. 
Various experts found girders carrying dome 
seriously overloaded—would be unsafe to 
put any more weight on them. Recommend 
removal of dome. New heating system in
stalled. Retaining wall of brick and concrete 
around boiler pit. Enlarging doorway through 
granite wall to boiler room. Moved door to 
Senate Committee Room. Moved smoke flue 
in attic. Moved mass of loose rock which had 
fallen on steam pipes under south portico. 
(R&R, 1905, v. II, Report of the Commission 
to Take Charge of and Direct the Completion 

of the Inside of the State House, 175-219). 

State sued Milburn and Mcllvaine, Unkefer. 
Mistrial. New locks in library, vestibule 
doors and hardware, thermometers. Heat
ing plant completed. (R&R 1906, III, CC, 
289-301). 

Roof trusses reinforced, with steel truss 
across front portico, doubling of web mem
bers and lower chords of all transverse 
and diagonal trusses throughout build
ing. Ruptured members replaced. Flag pole 
secured with iron clamps. Completion of tem
porary skylights. Slate roof almost complete, 
with tin gutters and valleys, copper hoods 
and vents. (R&R 1907, CC, 371-86). 

Contract with P. J. Berckmans of Augusta, 
GA for plans and specifications for grounds. 
Landscaping carried out. Wilson as architect 
for sidewalks and approaches. Attempt to 
follow Niernsee plans. Sidewalk nine-foot 
granolithic pavement. (Used convict labor.) 
(R&R, 1908, II, Report of Commission on 
State House and Grounds, 1907, 801-8). 
Interior repainted. New chairs purchased for 
Senate, new carpet for House. (R&R, 1908, 
III, RSS, 55-58). 



Bandstand erected in grounds. (The State, 6 
June). 

Pipe drains around property; street gutters 
closed; concrete curbing around grounds; 
electric wires placed underground. (R&R, 
1910, II, RSHG, 607, 609-10). 

Sept. 25—A. W. Todd, Architect, (of Todd and 
Benson, Charleston) complains about condi
tions in State House—poorly lit, poorly venti
lated, lack of adequate committee rooms, 
need for museum, place to display Confeder
ate relics. Proposing adding wings to ends of 
buildings, with connecting links. (Journal of 
the House, 1912, 484-95). 

His report reveals where some offices were— 
on basement level were Supreme Court and 
Supreme Court Library in one (east) wing; 
Governor and Attorney General in other (west) 
wing; Secretary of State and Historical Com
mission, Adjutant General and Land Com
missioner, Treasurer and Comptroller. 

Senate rostrum added. 

New central heating system installed. 

Elevator installed, requiring "excavation of 
walls" near south end, by J. Carroll Johnson, 
architect, under supervision of James E. 
Hunter, Jr., Clerk of the House. (Dorothy C. 
Johnson, architect's daughter, Columbia, 
S.C.) Walls found to be 3 V21 and 4' thick—of 
brick completely surrounded by mortar. (The 
State, undated clipping, 1934). 

Sketches for alteration of House of Repre
sentatives prepared by Clerk of the House, 
James E. Hunter. Called for: removal of 
metal ceiling and replacement with acous
tical material; removal of all lighting fix
tures and installation of new recessed 
lighting system; installation of air-condi
tioning equipment, rebuilding of Speaker's 
desk; remodeling of west end of hall to 
provide toilet facilities, cloak room, work 
room for Sergeant-at-Arms, removal of toi
lets from Agricultural Committee room—re
turn to use as committee room; installation 
of Venetian blinds in place of shutters. 
(Journal of the House, 1937, II, 1498-1500). 
After studying the sketches for alteration of 
House of Representatives prepared by James 
E. Hunter, Clerk of the House, the House 
Special Committee on Improvements in the 
Hall of the House of Representatives recom-



mended those items as specified above. It 
should be stated here that while preliminary 
sketches were prepared by Hunter, the ac
tual designs for the new ceiling and Speaker's 
desk and rostrum were prepared by J. Carroll 
Johnson, under the supervision of James E. 
Hunter, Jr., Clerk of the House. (Journal of 
the House, 1937, II, 1498-1500; preliminary 
sketches and architectural plans). 

James E. Hunter, Architect; Wessinger & 
Stork, Associate Architects. "Specifications: 
Improvements to Hall of Representatives, 
State of South Carolina" Eliminate or omit: 
linowall wainscot, repair old tile wainscot, 
new wainscotto be Keene's plaster; omit new 
linoleum, Venetian blinds [but photos show 
they were installed], masonite panels and 
molding in old windows; wiring for cove light
ing—ceiling to be 1000 watt instead of 1500; 
shutters, window canopies to remain; leave 
existing finish on woodwork, apply Minwax; 
tile wainscots to be painted; cabinet work to 
be Tropical American mahogany; metal draw
ers to be wood; AC above ceiling; change 
ceilings to plain plaster on metal lath. Alter
nates include AC above ceiling; Venetian 
blinds; new canopies with wiring for cove 
lighting. Room then had Acoustex walls and 

rubber floors. Included removal of west bal
cony and building of seven (!) new rooms with 
balcony above. "Winter" air conditioning sys
tem—ducts in four corners of attic and in 
balcony, fans and heater in attic. Clock to be 
from Self-Winding Clock Co. of Brooklyn. 

Bronze stars affixed to exterior, marking ar
eas damaged by Sherman's cannon fire and 
heatfrom burning of old State House. (Charles 
E. Lee, "Mid-Century Supplement," in Hennig, 
2d ed„ 1966, 437). 

While the plans and specifications for im
provements list James E. Hunter as Architect, 
and Wessinger & Stork as Associate Archi
tects, the renovations were designed by J. 
Carroll Johnson, a principal in the firm of 
Wessinger & Stork. Though the plans do not 
specify the delineator, they were studied by 
Andrew W. Chandler, National Register Spe
cialist at the SC Department of Archives and 
History and an authority on the plans and 
works of J. Carroll Johnson, Architect, and 
identified by him as Johnson's work (Andrew 
W. Chandler, National Register Specialist, 
SC Department of Archives and History). 

1946,12 Feb House considered proposal to expand State 
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House by new dome, addition of east and 
west wings and hyphens. (Journal of the 
House, 1946, 535-38). 

House Chamber air conditioned. 

Remainder of building airconditioned and 
heating system modernized. (Emily 
Bellinger Reynolds and Joan Reynolds Faunt, 
Guide to South Carolina's Capitol [hereafter, 
Reynolds and Faunt], Columbia: State Li
brary, 1966, 4) Electrical system modern
ized. (The Columbia Record, 3 March 1960). 

Sprinklers installed in attic. Three third 
floor rooms redecorated by Jack Scoville, 
Inc. Architectural work by Baker & Gill of 
Florence. This includes room formerly used 
as Confederate Relic Room. (The State and 
The Columbia Record, 5 February 1961) 
Doors to Senate and House lobbies replaced 
with present walnut doors. (Reynolds and 
Faunt, 4). Governor moved to Wade Hamp
ton Building (The State-Record, 29 May 1966). 

Green carpet laid and incandescent lights 
replaced with mercury vapor in House. Foyer 
under north portico redecorated. (The State-
Record, 12, 16) Probably at this time glass 

block portico floor removed, replaced with 
concrete. (See photographs in Fant). 

Major redecoration of main lobby. Stair and 
gallery railing "redecorated" and gilded, rail 
refinished. (Reynolds and Faunt, 4). Decora
tor was Emmy Sims, who claimed that work
men scraping the cornice found red paint. 
Mail desk for legislators moved from in front 
of middle door to library into library. Tele
phone booths built under gallery stairs. (The 
State, 24 February 1963). 

Senate lobby then walnut panelled; chamber 
painted "silver fox" with rose and gold ac
cents and matching carpeting. Rostrum fin
ish restored, 1965. Rooms off lobby of Senate 
were for Committees on Judiciary and 
Finance, general committee room and Lt. 
Governor's room. Lobby balcony—confer
ence room, general committee room and 
Senate President. "In recent years, all the 
committee rooms have been done over in 
traditional style, suitable to their 19th century 
architecture." Speaker's office to left of House 
lobby. Rooms of House Committee on Ways 
and Means and Judiciary off main lobby to 
either side of entrance. House hearing room 
on ground floor "part of the suite of offices 



occupied until 1959 by the Governor." Su
preme Court in east wing, with clerk's office 
adjacent. Supreme Court Library across hall. 
In west wing, large conference room, where 
Governor's office was formerly (Reynolds 
and Faunt, 12-16). 

Governor's office installed, ground floor, west 
wing; ceilings lowered. Architects were Gill & 
Wilkins of Florence; interior designer was 
Jack Scoville. Woodwork mahogany, egg 
and dart motif used throughout. State Trea
surer and Comptroller General moved to 
Wade Hampton Building (The State-Record, 
29 May 1966; The State, 10 February 1967). 

Area under steps rebuilt to provide spaces for 
offices and other functions. State House 
Renovation Committee approved reopening 
east-west corridor on south side to corre
spond to north side (The State, 12 August 
1967). 

Work began on new Capitol complex. (State-
Record, 3 August 1969). Decision made to 
renovate Post Office for use by Supreme 
court. New sidewalks installed throughout 
the grounds (The State, 30 November 1969). 
Electronic voting installed in House. 

Supreme Court and State Library moved out 
to new quarters. 

One section of parking garage opened (The 
State, 11 October 1971). 

Five new offices for Governor's staff created 
in basement (The State, 28 January 1975). 

Lobby carpet, which had been red, with a gold 
eagle in each square replaced with red carpet 
with state seal in gold in each square. Old 
carpet sold at $5 per square (The State, 19 
October 1976 and 16 January 1977). 

Granite steps on south side removed for 
construction of escalator and then replaced 
(The State, 1 July 1977). Microphones 
installed in Senate. At same time conduit 
installed for future voting boards, telephones. 
To accomplish this, tore up part of floor, 
removed all furnishings, including the brass 
rail. Cleaned draperies and carpets, installed 
"new" rail (The State, 19 December 1977). 

Interior—ceiling of lower lobby sandblasted, 
followed by some repointing of brick. Floors 
and columns cleaned. On second floor, dome 
and walls of lobby painted. Work done by 



Palmetto Industries of Florence. 

Exterior—Granite sandblasted, joints cleaned 
and "tuck" pointed. Work done by Assurance 
Waterproofing Co. First cleaning in 30 years. 
(The State, 11 December 1979). 

Women's rest room [Room 219] installed in 
what had been file room of Flouse of Repre
sentatives (The State, 26 February 1979). 

About 350 sq. ft. of copper sheathing on dome 
repaired after storm. Work done by Assur
ance Waterproofing (22 April 1986). 

General Services proposes replacing 76 
wooden windows with aluminum because of 
maintenance costs. State Historic Preserva
tion Officer objected (The State, 18 July 1990). 

Wooden windows were preserved. • 
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THE ARCHITECTS 

John Rudolph Niernsee Niemsee was 
/1 Q1 A 1QQC\ born in Vienna 
\ I O I ̂  —1 OOO) and studied ar

chitecture and 
civil engineering in Prague. He emigrated to the United States around 
1839, worked briefly as a railroad engineer in Florida and Alabama, 
then moved to Maryland. In Baltimore he found employment with the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. His first documented architectural work 
was a house, built in 1846 for John H. B. Latrobe—an attorney for the 
B&O and the son of a famous architect. In 1848 he formed a partner
ship with James Crawford Neilson. The practice flourished. They 
produced designs for numerous houses, stores and churches and 
designed railroad stations and an elaborate mortuary chapel for 
Baltimore's fashionable Greenmont Cemetery. 

Niernsee's partnership with Neilson broke up when he moved to 
Columbia in the spring of 1855 to serve as architect for the South 
Carolina State House. He remained at his post throughout the Civil 
War, although he was engaged in designing fortifications. After the 
war, however, with no prospect of architectural business in Columbia, 
he returned to Baltimore and apparently rejoined Neilson. Although the 
details of the firm's work for the next two decades have not been 
explored, at least one surviving Baltimore building is their work, the old 

YMCA, which dates to 1873. In 1875 Niernsee went to Europe to study 
hospitals, in preparation for submitting a design for Johns Hopkins 
Hospital, but his plan was not chosen. 

Apparently in the postwar era in Baltimore, Niernsee was not as 
successful as he had been in the late 1840s and early 1850s. He 
undoubtedly welcomed the call to Columbia to resume work on what 
was one of his most important designs. He visited Columbia in 1883 to 
prepare a report on the work remaining to be done. Appointed architect 
for the State House on 3 January 1885, he moved to Columbia, where 
he died on 7 June. 

James Crawford Neilson |-.ik® hist part"er 
. . _ Neilson trained as 
( l O I #  l y U U )  a n  e n g i n e e r  i n  E u 

rope, in his case in 
Belgium. He was, however, an American, having been born in Mary
land. Also like Niernsee, he began his career as a railroad engineer, 
working for the Baltimore-Philadelphia, Baltimore and Susquehanna 
and Baltimore and Ohio Railroads. After Niernsee left the partnership 
in 1855, Neilson planned the Bank of Baltimore, a cast-iron office 
building and the State Lunatic Asylum at Catonsville, as well as an 
unexecuted project for the Peabody Institute. 

As is the case with Niernsee, little is known about Neilson's postwar 
work. He appears, however, to have been more committed to Balti
more than Niernsee. Although he accepted an appointment to replace 
his former partner at the South Carolina State House in 1885, he 
refused to move to Columbia. Under pressure to retain an architect 



who was a South Carolinian, or at least lived in the state, the legislature 
dismissed him in January 1888. 

Frank Niornsco Little is known about Frank Niernsee. 
M Q/IQ A QAQ\ Born in Baltimore to John Rudolph 
(1 o4o I o99) and Emily Bradenbough Niernsee, 

he was a small child when his family 
moved to Columbia in 1855. After the war, he returned with the family 
to Baltimore. He is said to have served as secretary to his father when 
the latter was the United States' representative to the Vienna Architec
tural Exposition. It is possible that he received architectural training 
from his father. Frank Niernsee's work on the State House essentially 
was finished in 1891, eight years before his death. Because he 
remained in Columbia, investigation of whether he was responsiblefor 
other buildings in the city might prove rewarding. 

Frank Pierce Milburn Born in Bowli;g lGr®en' 
KY, the son of a builder, 
Milburn was educated at 
the University of Arkan

sas. Although he began his career with a courthouse for Clay County, 
KY, he spent most of his professional life in the Carolinas and 
Washington, DC. 

He first moved, in 1893, to Winston, NC, where he designed the 
Forsyth County Courthouse and the Wachovia Bank Building. Three 
years later he was in Charlotte, where he produced another court-

(1868-1926) 

house for Mecklenburg County, as well as that city's first steel-framed 
building. 

By the turn of the century he was in Columbia, where he maintained 
an office in the City Hall and Opera Building, which he had designed. 
In addition to his work on the State House, he was responsible for 
many other Columbia buildings, including Union Station, the McCreery 
Buildings, and the Good Samaritan Home. At the same time that the 
work on the South Carolina State House was being completed, he 
designed additions to the Florida Capitol. 

In 1902 he was named architect for the Southern Railway. In the 
next fifteen years he designed nineteen railroad stations. At the same 
time, he continued his general practice of courthouses, offices, and 
institutional buildings. Milburn was responsible for some two-hundred-
fifty major structures in the south. His work included thirteen buildings 
for the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and the Gibbes Art 
Gallery and Thompson Auditorium in Charleston. 

Charles Coker Wilson, FAIA B°™i"Harts 
(1864-1933) Carolina, Wil

son attended 
South Carolina State College (now the University of South Carolina), 
receiving a master's degree in civil engineering in 1888. By 1891 he 
had established an architectural practice in Roanoke, Virginia, where 
he remained until 1895. From Roanoke, he moved to Columbia where 
he continued the practice of architecture over the remainder of his life 
and through several partnerships. In parts of 1899 and 1900, he 



traveled abroad, studying briefly at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. 
Although Wilson lost the competition to complete the South Carolina 

Capitol to Frank Milburn, he was retained in 1904 to remedy defects in 
Milburn's design. At that time he maintained an office at 1302 Main 
Street and already had completed designs for over fifty buildings in the 
Carolinas, Georgia and Florida. He continued to produce a prolific 
output, as well as serving as the first president of the South Carolina 
chapter of the American Institute of Architects and first chairman of the 
South Carolina Board of Architectural Examiners. Among Wilson's 
important later buildings are Coker's Store in Hartsville, a new campus 
for Meredith College in Raleigh, North Carolina, and, in Columbia, the 
Gresham Hotel, Coppin Hall at Allen University and, at the University 
of South Carolina, Davis Hall, LeConte College (now Barnwell), 
Thornwell Dormitory, and Woodrow Dormitory. His firm also served as 
supervising architects for the Palmetto Building, although the design 
was by Julius Harder of New York City. 

John Carroll Johnson *om!n Kristianstad 
Sweden, to Peter 

(1882-1967) Pare and Carolina 
Samuelson Johnson, 
he immigrated to the 

United States with his family in 1885. Settling in Chicago, he was 
educated at the city's English High and Manual Training School before 
receiving his B.S. in architecture in 1906 from the Armour Institute of 
Technology (now Illinois Institute of Technology). 

From 1902 to 1906, he was a draftsman for the celebrated Chicago 

architect, William LeBaron Jenney (Jenney, Mundie & Jensen). In 
1906, he moved to Washington, DC, where he found work as chief 
draftsman for Wood, Donn, & Deming. While there he supervised 
construction of the Union Trust Bank Building and the Masonic Temple 
and designed a Bureau of Standards laboratory and the YMCA in 
Norfolk, Virginia. In 1907, he began postgraduate work in architecture 
at the University of Pennsylvania, from which he received a degree in 
June 1908. During most of 1909, he studied architecture in Italy, 
France, and England. 

In 1910, he secured the position of chief draftsman and designer for 
Charles Coker Wilson (Wilson, Sompayrac & Urquhart) in Columbia. 
His designs while there included the Gresham Hotel, Logan School, 
the Consolidated Building, all in Columbia, the Bank of Bishopville, and 
Thornwell College at the University of South Carolina, and Memorial 
Hall at Coker College in Hartsville. From 1912 to 1917, his partnership 
with James B. Urquhart produced designs for, among others, Colum
bia High School, Columbia's Masonic Temple, Ridgewood Country 
Club near Eau Claire, and the American Lutheran Survey Building 
(later the Eau Claire Town Hall). During the greater part of his career 
he practiced alone, except for a period from 1936 to 1942, when he and 
Jesse W. Wessinger were partners. He entered that firm when the 
junior partner, Robert C. Stork, resigned for health reasons. Their 
designs included remodeling the S.C. House of Representatives in 
association with James E. Hunter, Jr. (1937), the Lexington County 
Courthouse (1939), and First Baptist Church of West Columbia (1942). 

He was probably best known as the architect for the University 
of South Carolina, where his designs included Sloan College (1926-
1927), South Caroliniana Library Wing Extensions (1927), University 



Field House (1927), Melton Observatory (1928), School of Education 
(1930-1931), Sims Dormitory (1939), Petigru College (1948-49), 
LeConte College (1951-52), the Administration Building (1951-52), 
and the Remodeling of the President's House (1952). 

Throughout his career he also designed a number of schools, 
commercial buildings, banks, and residences in Columbia and around 
the state." • 
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ENDNOTES 

1. The 1869 report of the state house keeper refers to a house in the 
northwest corner. On the other hand, a map of Columbia made by 
John J. Jackson about 1850 shows a brick house in the northeast 
corner—that is, at the corner of Gervais and Richardson. It was then 
the librarian's house. 

2. One probable well site was where the replica of the Liberty Bell was 
located formerly, in the northeast angle of the State House. Until 
capped in concrete, a patch about three feet in diameter constantly 
sank. Drilling through about fifty feet of loose fill struck water at about 
seventy feet. A similar patch existed in the legislative parking lot at 
Senate and South Main. The Columbia Record, 5 October 1967. 

3. Patricia G. McNeely, "Architectural Mysteries of the State House," 
Sandlapper, August 1970, 19. 

4. "The state house is constructed of granite, iron, and marble. The 
floors and inside walls will be of polished marble. The furniture will be 
of iron. As no wood is to be used in its construction, the building will be 
fireproof." Johnson M. Mundy to Mary E. Mundy, 20 February 1861, in 
A Columbia Reader, 1786-1986, edited by the staffs of the South 
Caroliniana Library and the Institute of Southern Studies, Columbia: 
The R. L. Bryan Company, 1986, 55. 

5. This is state-of-the-art technology for the time. Niernsee may have 
intended to use rolled beams from Cooper & Hewitt, like those that had 
been used in the past two or three years at Cooper Union, Harper and 
Brothers, and the United States Assay Office in New York City, and 
Nassau Hall in Princeton, New Jersey. Alternatively, by this time, the 
Baltimore firm supplying the iron for the State House—Hayward, 
Bartlett & Co.—may have been rolling iron. 

6. The interior surround of the south (library) doorway is also white 
marble, but Frank Niernsee clearly lists this as one of the marble 
features he completed and polished in 1889. As in the rest of the 
library's marble trim, he must have been using salvaged material left 
on the ground after the building project was abandoned during the Civil 
War. 

7. His only addition to the chambers was the rail at the rear of the Hall 
of the House of Representatives, which was described as originally 
having been nickel-plated. 

8. In many of the South Carolina records, the firm is referred to as 
Heyward [sic], Bartlett. Founded in 1837as Hayward & Friend, this firm 
became one of the largest manufacturers of cast iron in the United 
States. In 1866, the name was changed from Hayward, Bartlett to 
Bartlett, Robbins & Co.; eventually, the firm became the Bartlett-
Hayward division of the Koppers Company. The firm manufactured all 
types of architectural iron, including complete prefabricated buildings. 
One of its greatest surviving works is the six-tiered Peabody Institute 
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Library (1875-1878), now part of the Enoch Pratt Free Library in 
Baltimore. 

9. Papers of Lafaye and Lafaye, Architects, Columbia, S.C., Manu
script Collection, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Caro
lina; The State, 9 April 1915, 10; John E. Wells and Robert E. Dalton, 
The South Carolina Architects, 1855-1935: A Biographical Dictionary, 
Richmond, Virginia: New South Architectural Press, 1992,95; Dorothy 
C. Johnson, architect's daughter, Columbia, S.C. 

10. Architectural drawings and specifications, S.C. Department of 
Archives and History; Dorothy C. Johnson, architect's daughter, 
Columbia, S.C.; John E. Wells and Robert E. Dalton, The South 
Carolina Architects, 1885-1935, A Biographical Dictionary, Rich
mond, Virginia: New South Architectural Press, 1992), 79. 

11. Andrew W. Chandler, S.C. Department of Archives and History.• 

South Carolina State House east elevation 
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