


African American genealogy 

To the researcher 
South Carolina possesses a rich heritage of African American history 
and culture. The importation of vast numbers of slaves to this state 
led one historian to characterize Sullivan's Island, the quarantine 
station at the entrance to Charleston harbor, as the "Ellis Island" of 
African Americans. Some of the slaves were imported from the West 
Indies, a number came from Madagascar in the early-nineteenth 
century, but most arrived directly from Gambia, Angola, and the 
Gold Coast (Ghana). From 1708 to 1922, except for a period 
between 1790 and the 1820s, African Americans made up the largest 
segment of the population in South Carolina. For genealogical 
purposes, it should be remembered that on 1 January 1808, the 
United States Constitution outlawed the foreign slave trade. Al
though some slaves continued to be imported illegally after 1808, 
most African American South Carolinians can date the coming of 
their ancestors to the United States before then. 

When you embark on genealogical research, you should first 
accumulate as much information as you can from your home 
environment. Check family Bibles and papers, cemeteries, and 
funeral home records. Establish the town or county where your 
ancestors lived. Interview elderly relatives and long-time residents of 
the area, for these people often hold a storehouse of genealogical 
lore. Get accurate dates for vital information, such as births, mar
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riages, and deaths, for these dates will 
become the foundation upon which you 
will build your research. The genealogical 
guidebooks and the departmental records 
listed below contain much valuable 
information and should prove most useful 
for research into African American geneal
ogy. The guidebooks are available in the 
Reference Room library, and call numbers 
are given in parenthesis. The departmental 

records are arranged into two groups. The first group lists records 
for the years after emancipation in 1865; the second group lists the 
records for the years before emancipation. Since you will begin your 
research with the present and work backwards, the departmental 
records should be researched in the order given. 
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Genealogical guidebooks 

Blackson, Charles L. with Ron Fry. Black Genealogy. Englewood Cliffs, 

.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1977. (CS 21 .B55) 

Rose.James and Alice Eicholz. Black Genesis. Detroit: Gale 

Research Company, 1978. (CS 21 .R57) 

Streets, David H. Slave Genealogy: A Research Guide with Case Studies. 

Bowie, Md.: Heritage Books, Inc., 1986. (E 185 .97 .S5) 

Walker,James D. Black Genealogy: How to Begin. Athens: The 

University of Georgia Center for Continuing Education, 1977. 

(CS 16 .W2) 

Post-emancipation records 

Vital Statistics 
Birth certificates: South Carolina began keeping birth certificates 

on I January 1915. These certificates are kept at the Bureau of Vital 

Statistics, Department of Health and Environmental Control, 

J. Marion Sims Building, 2600 Bull St., Columbia, S.C. 29201 

(803) 734-4830. 
Before 1915, the boards of health in some of the state's cities 

registered births. The Department holds the following city birth 

records: Aiken Register of Births, 1909- 1910; Charleston Birth 

Certificates, 1877-1901; Spartanburg Birth Register, 1895- 1914. 

On 13 April 1939, the clerks of court began to issue delayed birth 

certificates to people who could document their birth before 1915. 

The Department has these records for the counties of Barnwell, 

Greenville, and Horry. The Department also holds a bundle of 1940 

Cherokee County birth certificates and an index to Barnwell County 

births from 1915 to 1958. Consult the section on census records for 

a discussion of the ages and birthdates given in these records. 

Marriage licenses: South Carolina began to keep marriage licenses 

on 1 July 1911. At first, licenses were issued either by the probate 

judge or the clerk of court in the county where the marriage took 

place: Later, they were issued only by the probate judge. Marriages 
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Alonzo }. Ransier, first African American 
lieutenant-9overnor of South Carolina 
(S.C. Archives picture file). 
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did not have to take place in the 
county of residency. Copies of 
licenses for marriages that took 
place after 1 July 1950 are kept 
both at the Bureau of Vital 
Statistics and in the county 
courthouse. 

The Department holds 
marriage records for two cities: 
Aiken, 1909-1910, and Charles
ton, 1877-1887. It also holds 
marriage records for eleven 
counties; a few of these records 
date back to years before 1911. 
For the various county marriage 
records held by the Depart

ment, consult A Guide lo Local Government Records in the South Carolina 
Archives ( 1988). Copies of the guide are available in the Reference 
Room for researcher use. 

Divorce records: Before 1868, divorce, as a practical legal remedy, 
did not exist in South Carolina. Theoretically, a legislative act or 
district courts of equity could grant divorce or separate mainte
nance, but neither body did this often. From 1868 until 1878 when a 
legislative statute again outlawed divorce, divorce could be obtained 
in the courts of common pleas. Since 1950, divorce has been legal in 
South Carolina. Beginning 1 July 1962, both the Bureau of Vital 
Statistics and the respective county courthouses have kept copies of 
divorce decrees. The Department holds a few divorce records from 
the following counties: Spartanburg Divorce Proceedings, 1869-
1871, 1877-1878; Union County Index to Divorces, 1962-1967. 

Death certificates: South Carolina began keeping death certifi
cates on 1 January 1915. By law, the general public cannot research a 
death certificate until it is at least fifty years old. Thus, although the 
Department holds indexes to the personal names on the death 
certificates for the years 1915-1944, the certificates it holds run only 
from 1915 through the year before the fifty year restriction applies. 
Death certificates often contain valuable genealogical information 
about the deceased, such as the date of birth and death, the cause of 
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African American Civilian Conservation Corps enrollees in the canteen of the 
Newberry, S.C., camp in the 1930s (S.C. Dept. of Parks & Recreation). 

death, occupation, marital status, the names and birthplaces of 
parents, the place and date of burial, and the name of the indi
vidual providing the information. The Department also holds death 
certificates that Cherokee County issued from 1917 to 1932 to 
record unidentified bodies, and it holds pre-1915 death records for 
the following cities: Aiken Register of Deaths, 1903-1915; Charleston 
Death Certificates, 1821-1867, 1872-1886; Spartanburg Death 
Register, 1895-1914. 

The federal mortality census schedules record deaths for the years 
1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880. Consult the sections on census records 
both in this group of post-emancipation records and in the next 
group of pre-emancipation records for a discussion of these. 

Federal census records 
Census records are arranged by county and are the single most 
valuable source for genealogical research. Begin your research into 
census records with the most recent census and work back. Never 
skip a census year-if you do, you risk the loss of both valuable 

information and continuity. 

Population schedules, 1910, 1900, 1880, and 1870: The 
federal government has taken a population census every ten years 
since 1790. Only the 1890 census, which a fire destroyed in 1921, is 

missing for South Carolina. 
Indexes to the schedules: The 1910, 1900, and 1880 population census 
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schedules are indexed on microfilm by the soundex system. Staffers 
will show you how these indexes are arranged and how to use them. 
The soundexes for 1910 and 1900 list heads of households. The 
soundex for 1880 lists only the heads of households that contained 
children ten years of age or younger. The index to the schedule for 
1870 is in book form and is alphabetically arranged by the names of 
heads of households. 

Information in the schedul£s: The census takers went through each 
county and listed individuals by household as they went from house 
to house. The information they took varied. In 1910, 1880, and 1870, 
they listed ages; in 1900, they listed months and years of birth . For a 
thorough discussion of the information in various census schedules, 
consult E. Kay Kirkham, A Survey of American Census Schedul,es (Call 
no: CS 49 .KS). 

The 1870 census: This schedule is of utmost value for African Ameri
can genealogy because it was the first to give the fu ll names of the 
newly-emancipated slaves. In using the 1870 census, pay particular 
attention to the names of your ancestors' white neighbors. One of 
these white families may have owned your ancestors during slavery. 
Names: Since your research in pre-emancipation records will focus 
on the white slaveowning family, it is especially important for you to 
know the names of your ancestors' white masters. Bear in mind that 
after emancipation, an ex-slave whose fami ly had been owned by 
more than one slaveholder usually took the surname of the fami ly's 
first owner rather than the last. For the two best discussions on the 
origins of black family names read chapter 5, section 4 of Leon F. 
Litwack's Been in the Storm so Long (Call no: E 185.2 .L57), and 
chapter 6 in Herbert G. Gutman's The Black Family in Slavery and 

Freedom, 1750-1925 (Call no: E 185.86 .G77) . 

Special census schedules, 189~ 1870 
1890 Census of Union Veterans and widows: Because African 
Americans made up the majority of South Carolinians who served in 
the Union army during the Civil War, this census is of special value 
to African American genealogists. The census lists the name of the 
soldier or widow and gives a synopsis of the veteran's service and any 
service-related disability. An index to this census is located with the 
other printed census indexes in the Reference Room. 
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1880 and 1870 agricultural census schedules: For those whose 

ancestors were farmers, these two census schedules provide informa

tion such as the number of acres owned or rented, crops grown, and 

the number and kinds of livestock on the farm. These schedules are 

arranged by county and are unindexed. 

1880 and 1870 mortality census schedules: These schedules list 

those persons who died during the twelve months preceding June 1 

of the census year. They list the name of the decedent, age, sex, 

race, marital status, birthplace, occupation, cause of death, and 

month of death. The schedules are arranged by county and are 

unindexed. 

State census records 
Population schedules, 187S and 1869; agricultural schedules, 

187 S and 1868: If you are unable to locate your ancestors in the 

federal population census schedules, you may find information in 

the state schedules. The state schedules name only the head of 

household and list other occupants by age. They are unindexed. The 

Department holds the following state population schedules: 1869: 

schedules for all counties except Clarendon, Oconee, and 

Spartanburg; 1875: all schedules for Clarendon, Newberry, and 

Marlboro counties, and partial schedules for Abbevi lle, Beaufort, 

Fairfield, Lancaster, and Sumter counties. The schedules the Depart

ment holds for the two agricultural census schedules are incomplete. 

For those that have survived, consult the list kept at the Reference 

Room desk. 

1869 militia enrollments; 1868 voter registrations; 
and Comptroller General Tax Return/Record Books, 
1867- 186S 
If your research is to progress, you must establish where your fami ly 

members lived when they were emancipated in 1865 or as close to 

that date as possible. These three record series may be able to help 

you do that, and they hold unique information as well. 

Militia enrollments: These volumes list males between the ages of 
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M embers of the South 
Carolina General Assembly 
during Reconstruction (5. C. 
Archives picture file). 
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eighteen and forty-five. The volumes are 
arranged first by county and then by 
township within each county. Names 
appear alphabetically by the first letter of 
the surname and are listed under the 
townships. Age, occupation, residence, 
and race are also given. The volumes are 
unindexed. 

Voter registrations: These volumes are 
arranged first by county, second by 
registration precinct, and then alphabeti
cally by polling precinct. Within the 
precinct, names are listed alphabetically 
by the first letter of the surname, with 
whites and African Americans grouped 
separately. The registrations are 
unindexed. 

The tax return/record books: These 
records are arranged by county or parish. 
Names are listed alphabetically by the 
first letter of the surname. Usually, the 
abbreviation "P.C.," which stood for 

"person of color," follows the names of African Americans and 
mulattoes. A list of the yearly returns that survived for the various 
counties and parishes is kept at the Reference Room desk. If you are 
looking/or information in Sumter County, you will find the comp
troller general's 1865 Capitation and Dog Tax Book valuable. It lists 
the freedmen together under the name of the employer on whose 
farm they worked and gives their residence as we ll. Usually, only the 
given name of th e freedman is provided. 

Local records 
County and city records make up a major part of the Department's 
ho ld ings. To find the records of a particular county or town, consult 
A Guide to Local Government &cords in the South Carolina Archives 
( 1988). T he fo llowing post-emancipation local records are most 
useful in African American genealogical research: 
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Deeds of Conveyance: Conveyance books record the transfer of 

real property between individuals. If the parties are members of the 

same family, the relationship is often given. 

Probate Court records: Probate court records are made up of wills 

and other documents regarding the settlement of an individual's 

estate and are a valuable source for research into the years before 

emancipation. After emancipation, however, most African American 

families, largely for economic reasons, were unable to go through 

the process of probating their estates. 

Agricultural and crop liens; Chattel mortgages: Although 

these records do not give family relationships, they are excellent 

chronicles of the economic activities of people engaged in 

agriculture. 

Courts of Equity and Common Pleas: South Carolina abolished 

the court of equity in 1868 and transferred its functions to the court 

of common pleas. Records from both these courts are good sources 

for the names of litigants in cases involving sharecropping contracts 

and in suits involving debt. Of particular value in cases involving 

agricultural contracts and debts is the record series, Transcripts of 

Judgments, which begins in 1870. Records from the Court of Equity 

also hold information on cases concerning the legal determination 

of color involving persons of mixed race. 

Military records 
World Wars I and II: The Official Roster of South Carolina Servicemen 

and Servicewomen in World War II, 1941-1946 (Call no: D 769.85 .S6) 

gives the most comprehensive listing of World War II veterans. 

Compiled by the state adjutant general's office, the five volumes are 

arranged alphabetically by name and give a brief synopsis of the 

veteran's service. A similar publication, the two-volume Official Roster 

of South Carolina Soldiers, Sailors and Marines in the World War ( Call no: 

D 570.85 .S6), devotes one volume to a listing of African American 

veterans of World War I. If you want more information about 

military records on veterans of the two world wars, you can write to 

National Personnel Records Center (Mi litary Records), GSA, 9700 

Page Blvd., St. Louis, MO. 63132. 
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Civil War pensions: A legislative act passed in 1923 made African 
American South Carolinians who served in the Confederate States 
Army (CSA) eligible for state pensions. The Department has an 
index to applications for these pensions through 1925 for all 
counties except York and Williamsburg. The last appropriation for a 
pension for an African American CSA veteran was made in 1946. 
For further information on these records consult Alexia]. Helsley, 
"Black Confederates," The South Carolina Historical Magazine, 74 
(1973), 184-87. For possible pension records of African Americans 
who served in the federal army, you can write to the National 
Archives. Forms to do this are available from the Reference Room 

desk. 

African American student soldiers and their northern officers and teachers on the 
South Carolina Sea Islands during the Civil War (Library of Congress). 

The South Carolina Land Commission: South Carolina established 

the land commission in 1869 to give landless freedmen and whites 
the opportunity to become landowners. The commission bought 
substantial tracts of land throughout the state, then sold that land to 
the freedmen at purchase price. These sales are recorded in the 
deeds of conveyance of the respective counties where the commis
sion tracts lay. The commission's two plat books and the Applica
tions to Purchase or Redeem Land, 1876-1931 , which are indexed 
by name of purchaser, are of particular value. For a history of the 
commission and its work, consult Carol K. Bleser, The Promised Land: 

The History of the South Carolina Land Commission, 1869-1890 (Call no: 
F 274 .B55). In addition, Elizabeth R. Bethel recounts the story of a 
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Destruction of the Union Steamer Governor Milton by African American Union 
troops in the South Edisto River in the summer of 1863 (S.C. Archives picture file) . 

Greenwood County African American community that evolved from 
a land commission tract in Promiseland: A Century of Life in a Negro 
Community (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1981). 

Freedman's Bureau records: On 3 March 1865, Congress estab
lished the Freedman's Bureau to help emancipated African Ameri
cans in their transition from bondage to freedom. Although 
Freedman's Bureau records are indispensable to the study of 
African Americans during the Reconstruction period, their value to 
black genealogists is hindered by the sheer bulk of the material and 
the lack of detailed indexes. The two most genealogically-valuable 
groups of records from the Freedman's Bureau held by the Depart
ment are Marriage and Divorce Records from Beaufort and Charles
ton, 1866-1868; and Registers of Signatures of Depositors in the 
Beaufort and Charleston Branches of the Freedman's Savings and 
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Trust Company, 1865-1874, which are partially indexed. The bank 
records often give genealogical details on individual depositors. 

In addition to these records, the Department holds two rolls of 
microfilm on the Education Division of the Freedman's Bureau in 
South Carolina and forty-four rolls of microfilm regarding the 
general operation of the Freedman's Bureau in the state. Descrip
tive guides to both these record groups are available at the Refer
ence Room desk. 

If you are interested in the history of the Freedman's Bureau in 
South Carolina, the following books will help: Martin Abbott, The 
Freedman's Bureau in South Carolina, 1865-1872 (Chapel Hill: The 
University of North Carolina Press, 1967); and Laurajosephine 
Webster, The Operation of the Freedmen's Bureau in South Carolina (Call 
no: E 185.93 .S7 W38). 

The Avery Institute in Charleston, South Carolina, opened in 1865 as a Normal 
School for African Americans (S.C. Archives picture file) . 
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Pre-emancipation records 

Federal census records 
The federal government has taken a 
population census every ten years since 
1790. When you are researching the 
population schedules, remember that 
while some of your ancestors may have 
been slaves, some may also have been 
free, for by 1860, the free African 
American population in South Carolina 
numbered approximately ten thousand, 
while the slave population numbered 

A scene outside a slave cabin 
on the South Carolina Sea 
Islands (S.C. Archives picture 
file). 

approximately four-hundred thousand. The pre-emancipation 
population schedules list free African Americans by name, but 
between 1840 and 1790, they record only the names of those who 
were heads of households. The schedules give only statistical infor
mation about African Americans who were slaves-they do not list 
slaves by name, only by number under the name of their owner. 
Hence, to make the most of census records for African American 
slave genealogy, you must know the name of the slaveowner. The 
federal government also conducted a slave census and a mortality 
census in 1850 and 1860. 

Population Schedules, 1860-1 790 
Free African Americans: The 1860 and 1850 population schedules 
list all free African Americans by name and give age, color, and 
occupation as well. The 1860 schedule also lists the individual 's place 
of birth. The 1840, 1830, and 1820 schedules list free African 
American heads of household by name and list other free African 
Americans within eac.h household under male and female age 
categories. The 1810, 1800, and 1790 schedules list free African 
American heads of household by name but give only numbers to 
indicate other members of the household. Published indexes to 
these schedules and a list of the age categories for the schedules for 
1840, 1830, and 1820 are available from the Reference Room desk; 
also available is a List of Free Black H eads of Families in the First Federal 

Census of the United States 1790 (Call no. E 185.96. 470). 
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African American slaves: The 1840, 1830, and 1820 census sched
ules list African American slaves under the name of the slaveowner, 
they give no slave names, but they do list the number of slaves in 
each household by male and female age categories. The 1810, 1800, 
and 1790 census schedules list African American slaves under the 
name of the slaveowner, they give no slave names, and they list only 
the total number of slaves in each household. A list of age categories 
for the schedules for 1840, 1830, and 1820 and published indexes to 
heads of households for the 1840 to 1790 schedules are available 
from the Reference Room desk. 

Slave census schedules, 1860 and 18S0 
The 1860 and 1850 schedules list African American slaves by age, 
sex, and color under the name of the slaveowner. No slave names 
are given. These schedules are unindexed. 

Mortality census schedules, 1860 and 18S0 
The 1860 and 1850 schedules list the names of both free and slave 
African Americans who died either between 1 June 1859 and 1 June 
1860 or between 1 June 1849 and 1 June 1850. They also give the 
age, sex, color, status (free or slave, married or widowed), place of 
birth, month of death, profession, occupation or trade, disease or 
cause of death, and the number of days the deceased was ill. Pub
lished indexes to these schedules are available in the Reference 
Room. 

County records 
Estate/ Probate Records: Probate records can provide invaluable 
information about free and slave African Americans during the pre
emancipation period. Most useful , perhaps, are estate papers; will 
books; and inventory, appraisement and sale books. No antebellum 
estate/ probate records survive for Beaufort, Chesterfield, 
Clarendon, Colleton, Georgetown, Lancaster, Lexington, and 
Orangeburg counties. 
Estate papers: These are original records that document the distribu
tion ofa deceased person's property. Estate papers often include 
wills that mention the names of family members, may give the names 
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and distribution of slaves, and may hold information about slave 
manumissions. Estate papers also often include an inventory of the 
deceased person's property that may contain information about 
slaves. For example, the 1793 inventory of Arthur Middleton's estate 
(in Charleston County Inventory Book B, 499) lists over six h undred 
slaves in family groups and by name. Indexes to estate papers are 
available, are arranged by county, and list the name of the 
slaveowner or free African American . 
Will books; Inventory, appraisement and sale books: These volumes are the 
county clerk's recorded copies of original documents fi led in the 
estate papers packet. These volumes should be consulted, when 
extant, if the original estate papers did not survive. For example, no 
colonial estate papers for South Carolina survive, but the clerk's 
recorded copies of the wills and inventories are available. 

Equity Court Records 
Equity court records are another valuable source of information 
about free and slave African Americans. The equity court frequently 
heard contested estate/ probate cases, and, as a resu lt, the bills, 
petitions, reports, and decrees from this court may contain informa
tion about the disposition of land, slaves, and other estate property. 
You can often use equity records to locate the names of relatives, 
and you may find information about slave manumissions in them as 
well. Indexes to equity court records are arranged by county and list 
the names of the litigants in each case. 

Magistrates and Freeholders Court Records 
The Magistrates and Freeholders Court heard criminal cases involv
ing slaves and free people of color. These records contain court 
testimony, proceedings, and sentences. The court tried a variety of 
cases, ranging from vagrancy, petty larceny, and disorderly conduct 
to more serious crimes, which could incur the death penalty. In 
1800, the South Carolina General Assembly passed an act that gave 
the court another important function- that of endorsing 
manumissions. The law said a manumission would become legal 
only after the court had first investigated the capacity of the slave to 
function in a free society and then endorsed the act of manumission. 
Magistrates and Freeholders Court records are available for the 
following counties: Anderson, 1829-1865; Camden, 1793-1795; 
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Clarendon, 1863-1865; Fairfield, 1839-1865; Greenville, 1852-1864; 
Kershaw, 1802-1861; Laurens, 1808-1865; Marlboro, 1840-1851; 
Pendleton, 1819-1828; Pickens, 1829-1862; Richland, 1847-1850; 
Spartanburg, 1807-1865; Sumter, 1853-1865; Union, ca.1816-1865; 
and York, 1862. For a more detailed account of this court's func
tions, consult Terry W. Lipscomb and Theresa Jacobs, 'The Magis
trates and Freeholders Court," South Carolina Historical Magazine, 
Volume 77 (January 1976), 62-65. 

Ploughing rice on the South Carolina Sea Islands (S.C. Archives picture file) . 

Guardianships of Free Persons of Color 
As a result of the attempted slave revolt led by Denmark Vesey, the 
South Carolina General Assembly passed an act in 1822 that prohib
ited free persons of color from returning to the state once they had 
left. This law also required every resident free male of color over 
fifteen to obtain a white guardian, who was to appear before the 
county clerk of court, attest to the free male's good character, and 
officially accept the guardianship. Although this law was not vigor
ously enforced, the county courts did record some guardianships. 
The Department holds scattered records of these proceedings in the 
records of the office of clerk of court acting other than as register of 
mesne conveyance for the following counties: Anderson, Chester, 
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Fairfield, Greenville, Kershaw, Lexington, Marlboro, Pendleton, 
Pickens and Union. 

Other county records 
Conveyance Books, Manumission Books, and Sheriff Sale Books hold 
information about free and slave African Americans. Conveyance 
Books usually record transfers of real property, deeds of gift for 
personal property, and sometimes mortgages. These records may 
hold information about slaves, about free African Americans, and 
about manumissions. Conveyance Books are indexed by the names 
of the seller and buyer of property; information about manumissions 
is sometimes not indexed in these books. Manumission Books for 
Barnwell and Charleston counties are available, and you should 
consult them if you are interested in information about slaves who 
were freed in these counties. They are the Barnwell County 
Manumission Book 1803-1845, and the Charleston County Index to 
Manumissions (A-D), 1801-1848 (the Charleston records are not 
extant). For possible information about the sale of slaves, you may 
want to consult Sheriff Sale Books. These volumes record sheriffs' 
sales of real and personal property. Finally, you may want to consult 
A Guide to Local Records in the South Carolina Archives ( 1988) for a 
more complete listing of the local records that are available. 

Colonial and state records 
State Free Negro Capitation Tax Books Charleston, South 

Carolina, ca. 1811-1864: The State Free Negro Capitation Tax 

Books record the names of free African Americans who lived in the 
city of Charleston between 1811 and 1864. Arranged alphabetically, 
most of the names are listed with an address, and the volumes for 
1822 and 1823 show occupations. Probably, the Charleston city tax 
collectors created these records to facilitate the collection of the poll 
or capitation tax that the state imposed on free African Americans 
between 1756 and 1865. For a more complete discussion of these 
records, consult Judith M. Brimelow and Michael E. Stevens, State 

Free Negro Capitation Tax Books Charleston, South Carolina ca. I 811-

1860, Columbia: South Carolina Department of Archives and 
History, 1983. 

General Assembly Papers Index, 1776--1859: This index is a 

computer-generated finding aid to the records of the South Carolina 
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Page from Charleston Capitation Tax Book, 1850 (S.C. Archives). 

General Assembly. The records indexed include petitions to the 
General Assembly; legislative committee reports; grand jury present
ments; legislative resolutions; governors' messages; and miscella
neous communications to the General Assembly. The entries on the 
index are arranged alphabetically and give personal names, geo
graphic locations, and topics such as Slavery; Blacks, free ; Slaves, 
rebellion; and Manumissions. You should consult this index under 
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the name of the free African American, the slave, the slaveowner, or 
a topic. Each entry in the index gives the date, the type of document, 
the actors, the subject of the document, and the geographic loca
tion. The General Assembly Papers Index is one of the more 
important finding aids to consult for information about African 
Americans in pre-1865 South Carolina. 

Combined Alphabetical Index, 168~1865: This index is a 
computer-generated finding aid to many important colonial and 
state record series at the South Carolina Archives. The record series 
indexed include colonial grants, 1694-1776; colonial plats, l 731-
1776; memorials, 1731-1775; colonial deeds, 1719-l 785; civil court 
judgment rolls, 1703-1839; accounts audited for revolutionary 
services, 1778-1804; comptroller general tax returns, 1824; renuncia
tions of dower, 1726-1865; and bills of sale , l 773-1865. The index 
provides access through personal names and geographic locations. 
Each index entry appears in alphabetical order and gives the date, 
the type of document, the actors, the subject of the record, and the 
geographic location. You should consult this index under the name 
of the free African American, the slave, or the slaveowner. The 
Combined Alphabetical Index is a particularly good source for 
locating important information about slaves in the bills of sale 
record series. 

Secretary of the Province and Secretary of State Miscellaneous 
Records, Mortgages, and Marriage Settlement Record Series 
1729-1865: These records are legal documents-mortgages, bills 
of sale, manumissions, certificates of free status, deeds of trust, and 
marriage settlements. They were recorded in the offices of the 
Secretary of the Province and the Secretary of State. You may find 
important information about your ancestors in these records. 
Alphabetical indexes to these records are available, and you should 
consult them under the name of the slaveowner or the free African 
American. 

Manumissions: Before 1800, slaves usually achieved emancipation 
in South Carolina either by being freed by the slaveowner or by 
purchasing their freedom themselves. In 1800, the South Carolina 
General Assembly began to regulate manumissions by passing a law 
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Petition from Gov, John L Wilson as guardian for Jehu Jones, a free African 
American who lived in Charleston,S,C., (General Assembly Papers, Petitions, 
1823, S,C. Archives), 
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that said manumissions, to be legal, had to be endorsed by a court of 
magistrates and freeholders. In 1820, the Assembly passed a more 
restrictive law that said slaves could be emancipated only by an act of 
the General Assembly. Slaveowners, however, circumvented this law 
either by freeing their slaves and paying for their emigration from 
the state or by selling them to a trustee through a deed of trust. The 
terms of the deed allowed a slave who was under the supervision of a 
trustee to live as an essentially free person. In 1841, the General 
Assembly passed "An Act to Prevent Emancipation of Slaves," which 
curtailed manumissions by deed of trust. Slaveowners, however, 
continued to petition the General Assembly for manumissions after 
this law passed. For two excellent studies of free African Americans 
in South Carolina consult: A World in Shadow: The Free Black in 
Anlebellum Soulh Carolina by Marina Wikramanayake (Call no. E 
185.93 .S7 .W5) and Black Slaveowners: Free Black Slave Masters in 
South Carolina, 1790-1860by Larry Koger (Call no. E 445 .S7 .K64). 

Military Records: You may also want to search Revolutionary War 
and Civil War military records for possible information about slaves, 
slaveowners, and free African Americans. The Department has 
Audited Accounts for Revolutionary Services, 1778-1804; and 
Compiled Service Records of Confederate Soldiers Serving from 
South Carolina, 1861-1865. These records are indexed and should 

A DBTAORMf:ST OP TUB l"IR:tT ROCTJI CAROi iS,\ (ootom!:o) nnEfUL VOLUNTBBRI\ OOLOSY.f, l!t;\lrn, lttl'ELLING AY ATT.\CK or 

TB& OO)l'l'JWEIU.TE TROOP& Hf TUB nonttrr or DOBOY lUVKB, OA.. 

A detachment of the First South Carolina (African American) Federal Volunteers 
repelling an attack of Confederate troops near Doboy River, Georgia (S.C. 
Archives). 
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be consulted under the name of the slave or the free African Ameri
can. For more information about Confederate military sources, 
consult Confederate Records by Patrick McCawley. For more informa
tion about Revolutionary War sources, consult Accounts Audited of 
Claims Growing Out of the Revolution in South Carolina by Judith M. 
Brimelow and Roster of South Carolina Patriots in the American Revolu
tion by Bobby Gilmer Moss (Call no. E 263 .S7 .MS). In addition, the 
Department has microfilm copies of federal Revolutionary War 
Pension Applications and an alphabetical index to these records. 

Other colonial and state records: For more information about 
free African Americans, slaves, and slave owners, you may want to 
consult South Carolina Statutes at Large, South Carolina Legislative 
Journals, South Carolina Treasury Records, South Carolina State 
Grants and Plats, and The South Carolina Archives: A Temporary 
Summary Guide (1976). 

Other records 
Church records: It is not generally known that before emancipation, 
many African Americans, both free and slave, were members of 
white churches. In 1830, for example, the First Baptist Church of 
Columbia had a membership ofl91 people, 163 of whom were 
African American. 

The Department holds published histories of the major South 
Carolina denominations, some individual church histories, and one 
exclusively African American denominational history-Bishop 
Frederick C. James's African Methodism in South Carolina: A Bicenten
nial Focus (Call no. BX 8249 J3). The Department also maintains a 
small selection of individual church records on microfilm; a list of 
these is available in the Reference Room. 

Plantation records: Researchers frequently ask to see plantation 
records. These records are of two types-public and private. Private 
records often hold the personal diary of a planter, memoranda 
books, records of crops and weather, and-of most value to the 
African American genealogist-medical and other data about the 
slaves on the plantation. Records of this kind exist today only 
because descendants of the planters recognized their value and 
preserved them. Two major repositories in South Carolina hold this 
material: the South Caroliniana Library at the University of South 
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Carolina in Columbia, and the South Carolina Historical Society in 
Charleston. The Southern Historical Collection at Chapel Hill in 
North Carolina also holds a major collection of South Carolina 
manuscripts. The Department has published guides to the collec
tions of these three institutions. Some private plantation records 
have been published and are in the Reference Room. Three of these 
are: J. H. Easterby, The South Carolina Rire Plantation as Revealed in the 
Papers of Robert F W Allston (Call no. HC 107 .S6 .E3); Philip N. 
Racine, Piedmont Farmer: Thejoumals of David Golightly Harris, 1855-
1870 (Call no. F 277 .S7 .H37); and Theodore Rosengarten, Tombee: 
Portrait of a Collon Planter (Call no. F 277 .B3 .C487). 

Information on plantations can also be found in public records 
such as agricultural and slave census schedules, deeds of conveyance 
and plats, wills and inventories of estates, and equity court cases. 
Remember, however, that you must know the name of the plantation 
owner to gain access to the information in these records. The 
Combined Alphabetical Index includes the names of plantations. 

You can find published information on plantations and planta
tion homes in county and regional histories and in specialized works 
such as: Mary Kendall Hilton, Old Homes and Churches of Beaufort 
County, South Carolina ( Call no. F 277 .B3 .H5); 
Charles Joyner, Down by the Riverside: A South 
Carolina Slave Community (Call no. F 279 .A43 
J69); Alberta Morel Lachicotte, Georgetown Rice 
Plantations (Call no. NA 707 .L3); and Samuel 
Gaillard Stoney, Plantations of the Carolina Low 
Country (Call no. NA 7561 .S5). 
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