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South Carolina's 
Museum of Education 

The Museum of Education, a part of the McKissick 
Museums of the University of South Carolina, was 
opened to the public on September 30, 1977. Insofar as 
the staff has been able to determine, it is one of three 
museums of education in the United States. 

A display of photographs of the schools in one of South 
Carolina's school districts. 
The cover: This bell was used in the old Irmo School as early as 
1910. 



Purposes 
The Museum has two major purposes. The first is to 

preserve equipment, school and college furnishings, 
textbooks, documents, pictures, records, catalogues, 
student yearbooks, instructional devices, publications of 
state agencies and educational organizations, biographi
cal materials, etc., that provide an understanding of the 
evolution and history of education in South Carolina and 
elsewhere. The second purpose is to provide a center in 
which students in all South Carolina educational 
institutions, and other citizens, may view and study the 
many items being preserved. 

Advisory Committee 
The Museum has an Advisory Committee composed 

of representatives of various educational organizations 
in South Carolina, heads of two state education 
agencies, and other persons. Members serve two-year 
terms. They receive no compensation and defray their 
expenses in attending meetings and assisting the 
Museum in various ways. 

Viewing a videotaped interview in the oval history section of 
the Museum. 



From 1939 to 1962 these desks were used in the Barr Street 
School, Lancaster. 

Exhibits 
Exhibited in the Museum are items such as old school 

bells, office education equipment, old school desks, 
"blackboards," sewing equipment once used in schools 
in teaching sewing to girls, slates, old scholastic aptitude 
tests, a copy of the first professional book in the field of 
education published in the United States, script used in 
paying educational personnel in South Carolina during 
the economic depression of the 1930's, etc. Typical of 
items that the Museum hopes to add to the exhibits are 
uniforms used by students attending South Carolina 
schools and colleges in the past. 

Textbooks 
The Museum has approximately 5,000 elementary-

and secondary-school textbooks. Each text is cata
logued and shelved according to subject and the 25-year 
period in which it was published. As a result of this 
system of cataloguing and shelving, persons can 
understand the evolution in textbooks, particularly 
during the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries. 
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Catalogues and Yearbooks 
In the Museum are shelves on which there are 

permanent displays of the catalogues and student 
yearbooks of South Carolina colleges and universities 
which, in some instances, were published prior to 1900. 
The Museum staff, of course, continues to seek 
catalogues and yearbooks of past years for the displays. 

The Museum is seeking also the student yearbooks of 
South Carolina's public and private high schools. Some 
have been contributed and currently are being displayed. 

Local School District Publications 
The Museum receives annual reports, monthly 

summaries of meetings of boards of trustees, and other 
publications from various local school districts in South 
Carolina. These are placed in permanent files for future 
use by students and others. All local school districts have 
been asked to provide such publications. 

Obituaries 
Obituaries of persons who, at some time in their lives, 

have been associated with the field of education in South 
Carolina are clipped daily from several South Carolina 
newspapers. They are mounted on sheets of paper, 
dated, and laminated. They are filed alphabetically in the 
Museum, available at any time for use by students and 
others. 

Miscellaneous Files 
Some of the files of the Museum are devoted to 

miscellaneous documents and other items. They include 
old report cards, teachers' certificates, copies of the 
New England Primer, diplomas, old minutes of local 
school boards in South Carolina (handwritten), school 
registers, etc. 



A center for the collection, preservation and study of materials 
related to the history and development of South Carolina education 

Oral History 
In the Museum's oral history section are many 

cassettes of 30-minute videotaped interviews that have 
been conducted with individuals who hold, or who have 
held, significant positions in education in South Carolina. 
There is equipment in the section that permits persons to 
view any of the interviews in which they may be 
interested. The cassettes, of course, may be borrowed 
by schools, colleges, universities, educational agencies, 
and educational organizations. 

The interviews have been videotaped in the studios of 
the South Carolina ETV Network. Master tapes from 
which the cassettes are made are stored in the vaults of 
the Network. They constitute some of the archives of the 
South Carolina Educational Television Commission. 

The Book of Memorials 
A special exhibit area of the Museum is devoted to the 

Book of Memorials. In the Book are preserved the 
biographical sketches of deceased men and women who 
have served as teachers, administrators, professional 
staff members, or board members in South Carolina's 
schools, colleges, universities, and state education 
agencies. (Such information is not available elsewhere.) 
The sketches are recorded on pages of paper known to 
last at least a century. The pages are inserted into the 
Book whose cover is made of leather imprinted with 14-
carat gold. 

Biographical sketches prepared for inclusion in the 
book are for individuals who are honored by persons 
who make financial contributions (any amount) to the 
Museum as memorials to them. The procedure is 
explained in the leaflet, In Being Remembered, They 
Continue to Serve, available from the Museum. 

State Agency Publications 
The Museum receives and maintains permanently on 

its shelves the publications of the South Carolina 
Department of Education, South Carolina Commission 
on Higher Education, and several other agencies. The 
various documents are arranged according to topic and 
are readily available for use. 

Educational Organization Publications 
The Museum receives regularly the publications of 

several educational organizations in South Carolina. 
Such publications are retained permanently and are 
displayed on the Museum's shelves. Organizations not 
yet providing copies of their publications are invited to do 
so. 

Photographs of School and College Buildings 
The Museum currently is undertaking a project that 

involves photographing every school, college, and 
university building in South Carolina. For each building, 
there is an 8" x 10" black-and-white photograph, a 
negative of the photograph, and two color trans
parencies. All photographs and negatives are profes
sionally made, coded, and indexed. They are filed in 
equipment that is made of materials that will provide safe 
storage for many decades. For each building, there is a 
record of its history and usage that is coded and filed in 
such a manner that it can be made available immediately 
upon request. 

Other Pictures 
The Museum has a display of pictures of South 

Carolina's state superintendents of education who have 
served since 1899. (Pictures of the men who served prior 
to that time are being sought.) In addition, it has photo
graphs of some South Carolina schools and colleges no 
longer in operation. It encourages persons to contribute 
such photographs. In the case of pictures that owners 
will not contribute but will lend to the Museum, copies 
are made for the Museum's files. A picture has little 
value, however, unless its approximate date is known. 

Biographical Sketches 
The Museum's files contain a section devoted to 

biographical sketches of the past and present deans of 
schools of education and chairmen of departments of 
education in South Carolina colleges and universities. It 
hopes to expand those files to include other living 
educators. It welcomes suggestions regarding such an 
expansion. 
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Visits by Groups 
The Museum welcomes the visits of groups, including 

students from colleges, universities, and elementary and 
secondary schools, and members of various clubs and 
other organizations. A member of the staff will show any 
group the Museum's holdings and discuss topics of 
particular interest to the members of the group. Children 
enrolled in grades below the sixth, however, generally do 
not derive much benefit from such visits. 

Arrangements for visits may be made by communica
ting with the Curator of Community Services, McKissick 
Museums, University of South Carolina, Columbia, 
South Carolina 29208. Telephone (803) 777-6577. 

Location 
The Museum of Education is on the third floor of the 

McKissick Museums that are located in the center of the 
Columbia campus of the University of South Carolina 
(on the "Horseshoe"). Its telephone number is (803) 777-
7257. 

Hours 
The Museum is open daily, Monday through Friday, 

from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. During the fall, winter, and 
spring months, it is open also on Sundays from 1:00 PM 
to 5:00 PM. 

Additional Information 
Additional information regarding the Museum may be 

obtained from the Curator, Museum of Education, 
McKissick Museums, University of South Carolina, 
Columbia, South Carolina 29208. Copies of the leaflet 
regarding the Book of Memorials and a list of items that 
the Museum is seeking may be obtained from his office. 

The University of South Carolina is committed to a policy of affirmative 
action which assures equal opportunity in education and employment 
to all qualified persons regardless of race, sex, religion, creed, 
handicap, disability, veteran status, national origin, or ancestry. 

Accredited by the American Association of Museums 


