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16 A Conversation With Bryan Patrick 
by Jennifer H. McGill 
The state's commissioner of agriculture, a farmer himself, 
gives an overview of the situation in which his colleagues 
find themselves, and it's not a pretty picture. 

24 S.C. Agriculture: Why Didn't Anyone Tell Us? 
by Jennifer H. McGill 

34 

Droughts, low prices, and financing that is called "a system 
of perpetual debt" has the men and women who work in 
South Carolina's most traditional industry worried and 
gloomy about the future. 

Ground to Perfection: The Knives 
of George Herron 
by Art Cart(fr . . 
Sportsmen and collectors of beautiful things agree that the 
master knifemaker from Aiken is just about the best at 
what he does. 

42 Meg Nystrom's Elite Quest 
by Sylvia W. O'Boyle 
A young gymnast takes the first steps toward the realiza
tion of a dream. 
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Readers' Letters JUL 21 100? 

Lifestyle 
S. C. ~tate Library 

Reviews:A South Carolina writer's first novel explores 
the complex feelings of a child. 

Gourmet: The World War I aviation atmosphere adds to 
the excitement of Spartanburg restaurant. 

Source: A new covering that can forever end the drudgery 
of making beds. 

Finale: A well-known actress is being seen in some pretty 
strange company. 

Cover photo of George H erron by Art Carter. 
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BEACH RACQIDE'f. CL 

It's not whether you wln 
or lose, lt's where you play 
thegame. 

Here on our island hideaway 
you'll find a complete Tennis 
Center with stadium. pro shop 
and 17 Har-Tru courts. So you 
can refme your style in a style 
that's truly refined. You'll have 
au the amenities of a luxury 
resort: a beautiful barefoot 
beach, golf, and fine dining. 

-You'll stay in a luxurious 
private villa, and have the 
time to improve your game 
and your frame of mind. Call 
l-B00-84fH3880 (in S. C call 
I-800-922-5650). Or contact 
your travel agent. 

"" P.O . .lloxY 
Isle of Palms, SC29451 

The significant difference 
in windows and doors 

Architectural Products, Inc. 
Columbia. SC • 6221 Monticello Road. Post Office Box 3337 . 29230 • PhOne (803) 754-5857 
Charleston. SC • t 750-F Savannah Highway, 29407 • PhOne: (803) 571-5676 
Greenville. S.C • 1900 Laurens Road. 29607 • Phone· (803) 297-1280 
Savannah, Ga. • Building #3, Suite #3,7373 HodgsonMemorialDrive.31406 • Phone: (912) 352-1019 
Jacksonville. Fla • 8857 San Jose Boulevard, 32217 • Phone: (904) 731-3655 
Tallahassee. Fla. • 1519 Capital Circle, N.E, 32308 • Phone: (904) 878-3782 
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Social Security? Maybe. 
~rsonal Security? Definitely. 

Let's face it. Unless you expect to inherit a fortune, or already have one, you will need 
more than Social Security to support your retire
ment years. In fact, there may not even be any 
Social Security when you retire. And the average 
company pension plan is designed to cover living 

~---• ~ow AN IRA GROW~---~ 
Compounded Daily at Assumed Interest Rate of 1207o 

expenses, a few luxuries and little else. Your $2,000 Yearly Value At Approximate Monthly 

But now you can do something 
about that. 

With regular contributions to an 
Individual Retirement Account at Standard 
Federal, you can create your own Personal 
Security-and retire at age 65 with well over a 
million dollars. 

All Taxes Deferred Until Retirement 

Age Deposits Age 65 Payment at age 65 

20 $90,000 $4,145,901.60 $49,855.60 
25 80,000 2,248,708 .64 27,041.30 
30 70,000 1,216,043.03 14,623 .20 
35 60,000 653,950.35 7,863 .93 
40 50,000 347,996.34 4,184.75 
45 40,000 181 ,461.79 2,182.13 
50 30,000 90,814.97 1,092.07 
55 20,000 41,474.79 498.75 
60 10,000 14,61 8.31 175 .79 

A million dollars . .. and it could be 
much more, depending on how many years you 
contribute and the interest rates available. How 
many chances will you have to make a bona fide 
million ... and just for saving your own money? 

Rates and f igures are intended f or example only . A lthough current rates are 
higher, the rate of 12 % is assumed to be a realistic average rate over the life 
of an IR A . Retirement payments are assumed to be monthly for 15 years. A 
substantial penalty is required for early withdrawal, and annual deductions 
must not exceed JOO % of earned income. Deposits are insured to $100,000 by 
FSLIC. 

Every penny you contribute to an IRA can be deducted from gross income on your tax 
return so you avoid the tax bite until you begin to withdraw it, when the bite should be much 
smaller. All the interest your money earns is also tax-deferred until withdrawal. 

You Can Retire Early-and Rich 
So if you're earning all that money, why wait until 65 to retire? Good question. You 

don't have to. With an IRA, you can retire early and begin to withdraw your money at age 59½ 
without penalty. 

An individual may save up to $2,000 a year, working couples may save $4,000 and a 
couple with only one working spouse may save $2,250. However, you don't have to save a 
specified amount; how little you save is entirely up to you. 

At Standard Federal, we offer you two ways to save. 

Choose Fixed or Variable Rate 
With our Variable Rate Plan you can take advantage of a floating rate that changes 

quarterly. Minimum deposit is only $10.00, and you may make additions as often as you like
including payroll deductions and checking account drafts. 

Our 30-month Fixed Rate Plan offers a locked in rate for savers who prefer that feature. 
The rate changes every two weeks, but once your account is opened the rate is frozen for the full 
30-month term. Minimum deposit is $500. Interest rates on both plans are based on rates of U.S. 
Treasury securities . 

Now that you know the facts , wouldn't you like to have the peace of mind an IRA can 
bring? At Standard Federal, we can help you turn the uncertainty of Social Security into 
guaranteed Personal Security. 

.l 

1
~

1 Standard Federal 
COLUM BIA OFFICES SUMTER NEWBERR Y ORANGEBU RG CHA RLESTON MT. PLEASA NT MY RTLE BEACH SU RFSIDE BEACH 

Ma in at Washington/ Trenholm Plaza/ Dutch Square 1099 Broad S1. 111 7 Boyce S1r<~e1 520Russel1 St./5J4~JJ I I Non hwoods Ma ll East Coopcr Plaza 507 21\ tAve .. North Hwy. 17.Nort h al 

3227 Millwood Avenue/ Columbia Eac;t Shopping C1r. 775-7302 276-5660 Orangeburg Mall/ 534-)J IJ 797-2525 884-514 1 448-9458 G lenn 's Bay Rd . 

6230 St. And rr \,-S Road/ Columbia Mall 238-5613 
765-4500 



CHARLESTON'S OLDEST B UT NEWEST!! 
The Queen A nne mnnsion. completely renouated. refurb ished and fi lled 
w ith exquis ite Tiffany s ta ined g lass w indows. antiques. o riental rugs 
a n d intrica tely carued oak paneling in th e foyer and s taircase. 
TWO MEETING STREET INN offers th e uery finest in the Charleston 
tradition . 

Com e u is it us and enjoy being "0 t home" where spacious bedrooms 
w ith priuate ba ths afford an a lmost forgotten luxury of the tum of the 
cent u ry. 

~1l-r 1l ..,,. 

wo Meelin8 6lreel Inn 
L ocated on the end o f Charleston·s peninsu la a t The Battery and in the 
h eart of euerything /1is to ric. 

Char leston , S.C. 2940 1 T e lephone : 803/723-7322 

Hemphill , North Carolina 
PINCH GUT; 31 acres of alpine meadow and woodland surround 
this compelling two-bedroom Contemporary, designed in 1972 by 
a noted Norwegian architect. Set on a full y-landscaped s ite with a 
spring-fed pool and guest cabin. Within minutes of an adjoining 
ski resort. $235,000 Brochure # SL 19-04 

SOTHEBY'S 
SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY 

3207 Paces Place, NW Atlanta GA. 30305 
Telephone 404/266-3434 
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On December 
Thank you for your article on the 

Moving South Dance Company. 
Through it I was awakened to the 
fluid , yet articulate verse delivered 
in a modern reading. It was good to 
hear that an alternative expression 
for dance is developing here in 
South Caroli na. Although an avid 
enthusiast, the more rigid structure 
of ballet is all I have heretofore 
known. 

Becoming attuned to the concept 
of this "contemporary a rt form," I 
decided to attend the December 
Columbia performance. I found 
that I not only enjoy modern dance 
movement, but believe that many 
others will also as they become 
exposed. 

I wish Mary Martin and the other 
dancers well in their progressive 
endeavors. Please keep us informed 
Sandlapper. 

M. Faller 
Columbia 

I'm glad to see South Carolina 
getting a little culture and exposure 
to modern dance. Moving South is 
definitely a step in the right 
direction. Ginny Barnette did an 
excellent job of making me feel the 
movement rather than just know
ing it was there. It is so rare to 
come across writing of that caliber 
these days. 

Glenda Bott 
Columbia 

I have been a subscriber to the 
Sandlapper since its first issue, 
and this is not the first time I have 
wondered whether I would renew 
my subscription. 

There are definitely things to be 
said in its favor, but to me these 
things are getting to be fewer in 
number. Your paper and colored 
pictures are beautiful , but I could 
wish for more s ubstance. For 
instance, your December number 
had little reading matter , but was 
full of ads. 

Nevertheless, I enclose my check 
for renewal once more. It is nice to 
have on the table for out-of-state 
visitors, even though it could be a 
much better magazine than it is. 

Jessie Matthews 
Columbia 
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LE1TEI{S 

With all the Christmas rush, I 
finally got around to reading my 
December Sandlapper. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the article on William 
Waters Boyce by Larry Pursley, and 
the story by Henry Lumpkin. I have 
come to relish my quiet moments 
with Sandlapper where I meet 
some fascinating South Carolin
ians. both past and present. 

Henry Talbert 
Greenville 

The basketball preview was one 
of the most complete sports round
ups I have seen Sandlapper do. 
The NAIA may not be as big as the 
ACC. but the players and coaches 
arejustas dedicated and work just 
as hard. 

Tom D. Hall 
Charleston 

January Comments 

It was nice to see the recap on 
Frank McGuire in the January 
issue. I know his name still comes 
up a lotin talk about the University 
of South Carolina's sports pro
grams. A couple of years ago 
Sandlapperprinted astorywritten 
by McGuire about his best moments 
in basketball. It was a very moving 
story. 

M. A. Saunders 
Columbia 

I had no idea that Rock Hill had 
an African exhibit at the Museum 
of York County. I almost skipped 
over that part of the Lifestyle. I plan 
to make it a point to visit there 
sometime soon. 

Mrs. E. J. Williams 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Thanks for the spot in the Jan
uary issue of Sandlapper! What 
better way for the people of South 
Carolina to read about the Museum 
of York County than in our own 
beautiful state magazine
Sandlapper! 

Ann Spencer 
Director Community Relations 

Museum of York County 
Rock Hill 

The story on the new tax laws in 
the January issue was very helpful. 
The information on the Individual 
Retirement Accounts was what 

Light flight in linen layers -
the spring feeling in Calvin Klein. 

I 

~ -
photographed at 
Eagle Aviation 
in Columbia 

COLUMBIA MALL 
788-5901 

DEVINE STREET 
771-7610 

SHOE SALON 
256-6933 

DUTCH SQUARE 
731-9610 
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Bang & Olufsen 
Exclusively in Charleston at 

tJritislT .American ~nunh 
plus 

MAGNEPAN • THRESHOLD • LINN-SONDEK • SNELL 
186 King Street, 29401 (803) 723-6025 

YEIDUI 
Ill 

Intimate 18th Century Inn 

Charleston's most exclusive accomodations in the heart of 
the historic district. Continental breakfast, wine & cheese. 

19 Vendue Range 577-7970 

and visit our 

VENDUE HOUSE 
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Jl,itiques 
Fine Period Pieces, American 

Primitives and Unusual Collectables 
9 Queen St. Comer State & Queen 

Mon.-Fri. 10-5 577-5462 

LE1TEJ{S 
really caught my eye, though. Now 
my wife and I have both started 
IRA's and a nice little nest egg for 
our future. Waikart's advice is 
sound and I'm glad I read that 
article. 

Ed Weaver 
Columbia 

The nuts and bolts article on 
estate planning was very timely 
and written in layman's terms. I 
didn't get bogged down with a lot 
of jargon. The chart helped put 
things into perspective too. 

Dan B. Long 
North Augusta 

Every month I look forward to 
our copy of Sandlapper. I 
particularly enjoy the short 
stories. D.P. Robertson's "How I 
Got Married" was absolutely out
standing, and was a perfect 
accompaniment for Jennifer H. 
McGill's Legacy "Life in the Mill's 
Shadow." These two stories put life 
in a word like nostalgia 

David J. Durnin 
Clemson 

Charleston Inns 

Could you please send me two 
copies of the Sandlapper issue 
featuring the Charleston Inns? We 
are planning a trip to Charleston 
this summer and would love to 
stay at one of the inns. They sound 
so quaint and relaxing. A friend 
showed me her issue, but she 
wouldn't part with it. 

Mary T. Hammond 
Asheville, N.C. 

My family just returned from a 
trip to Charleston and a most 
enjoyable stay at one of the 
Charleston Inns. Thanks to your 
magazine I knew they were there 
and it only took two phone calls to 
find a room within our budget. 
Even though our stay was short, 
two nights. we were treated like 
royalty. We plan on keeping that 
issue handy so we'll know where to 
stay when we visit South Carolina 
again. 

Boyd E. Smith 
Atlanta. Ga. 

~ 
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YOUR SCOBI AID BIISI 

YOUR SPIRITS. 
IIOWII& TBI 88&11: TBI IIY 

TO PUTTIII SOUTBIU IBIIIS 

I . GRAIN > 
The direction the grass is grow
ing, known as grain, has a great 
influence on how your putts roll. 
This is especially true on Ber
muda greens prevalent in the 
South. Bermuda grass has a thick, 
coarse texture that tends to make 
the ball move in the direction the 
blades of grass are pointing. 

If the grain runs from left to 
right, the ball will break to the 
right. If the grain is from right to 
left, the ball will break to the left. 
If the grain runs from the hole to 
the ball, it will slow the speed of 
your putt and tend to increase the 
amount of break caused by any 
slope. If the grain runs from the 
ball to the hole, the ball will 
travel faster and farther. 

Because the grass is so short 
on the putting surface, it's not 

always easy to identify the grain. 
One method used by the pros is 
to observe the growth of grass 
around the diameter of the cup. 
You can generally assume that 
the grain is running in the direc
tion the blades of grass are lean
ing at the edge of the lip. Another 
way is to look for a sheen or dull
ness to the putting surface. If the 
grain of the grass is running to
ward you, the green will appear 
dark or dull. If it's running away 
from you, it will appear lighter 
or shiny. 

Grain is determined by one or 
more of a combination of factors: 

D In hilly or mountainous 
areas, the grain tends to 
run away from elevations 
or down the slopes. 

D In areas near the sea or on 
courses with large water 
hazards, the grain will tend 
to run toward the water. 

D All grasses, especially 
Bermuda, will tend to grow 
in the direction of the 
setting sun. 

D Grain tends to run in the 
direction of the prevailing 
wind. 

Adjust your stroke to the grain 
and instantly you'll become a 
better putter. Also, do your 
"homework" of checking the 
slope and grain as soon as you 
get to the green, and be ready 
when it's your turn to putt. 

~ 
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After you've lowered 
your score for 18 · 
holes, raise your spir
its at the 19th hole 
with Rebel Yell, the 
bourbon made exclu
sively for Southern
ers, by Southerners. 

TRI SPIRIT or TBI SOUTH. 
©1980 By Rebel Yell Distillery, Louisville, Kentucky. 

Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey, 90 Proof. 
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Art tr,, Museums 
March I -April 25 
GREENViLLE-The 
Greenvillle County 
Museum of Art features 
its fifth Wyeth exhibition 
in 8 years. Approximate
ly 125 preliminary 
drawings and watercolor 
studies by Andrew 
Wyeth will be on display 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through 
Saturday and from 1 to 
5 p.m. Sunday. 

March I -April 3 
GREENVILLE-The 
Reedy River Works art 
gallery will present 
recent paintings by 
Jeanet Dreskin and 
ceramics by Clara Couch 
from 12 to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday through 
Saturday. 

March 1-28 
COLUMBIA-The 
Columbia Museums of 
Art and Science present 
exhibitions of photo
graphs by Duane 
Michals, paintings by 
J. Bardin and works on 
paper by Pat Adams. 
Michals is known for 
subject matter which 
celebrates human 
relationships and 
Bardin for his abstract 
use of color. Adams is 
the juror for the exhibit 
"Paper: On, Of and 
About," opening this 
morith. The museums 
will be open 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and 1 to 5 p.m. on 
weekends. 

March 1-21 
COLUMBIA-"The Photo
grapher's Hand," an 
exhibit of 35 hand
worked photographs, 
may be seen at 
McKissick Museums 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

LIFES/YLE 

Hokusai's "Fujtfrom Kajikazawa " isfeatured in the Gibbes Gallery's exhibition of the Japanese master's works. 

Monday through Friday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur
day and 1 to 5 p .m. • 
Sunday. 

March 1-1 2 
SPARTANBURG-A one
woman show of 
paintings by Brigita 
Balaran will be on 
display in the Vera 
Parsons Gallery of the 
Spartanburg Arts Center 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 

SPARTANBURG-An 
exhibit and sale of works 
by French artists, 
sponsored by the 
Alliance Francaise du 
Piedmont, will be held in 
the North Gallery of the 
Spartanburg Arts Center. 

March 13 
CHARLES TOWNE 
LANDING-The Coming 
of the Green will be held 
to celebrate the coming 
of spring with an art and 
photography workshop. 
(803) 758-3622. 

March2-28 
CHARLESTON-The 
Gib bes Art Gallery will 
feature an exhibition of 
25 Japanese woodblock 
prints by Katsushika 
Hokusai, "Hokusai: The 
Grand Master." The 

-gallery is open 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday. 

March 3 -1 9 , 29-31 
DUE WEST-Floral 
monotypes by Bettye 
Ackerman Jaffe will be 
on display at the Erskine 
College Exhibition 
Center, which is open 
from 2 to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 

March 6-April 11 
ROCK HILL-An exhibit 
by York County high 
school students will 
feature graphics, 
paintings, ceramics, 
jewelry, sculpture and 
crafts. The exhibit will 
be on display in the 
Vernon Grant Gallery of 

the Museum of York 
County from 9 a.ri1. to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and 1 to 5 p.m. on 
weekends. 

March 7 -28 
COLUMBIA-A juried 
exhibition of works of 
art utilizing paper will 
be on display at the 
Columbia Museums. 

March 22-April 12 
COLUMBIA-McKissick 
Museums will feature an 
exhibition of recent 
works by Gad Ullman . 
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Music ltl Dance 

H eather Watts in Swan Lake. Act II. 

March 1 
CHARLESTON-The 
Guarneri String Quartet 
will perform works by 
Mozart, Bartok and 
Ravel at 8:30 p.m. in the 
Garden Theatre at the 
College of Charleston. 
Tickets are $3 for 
students, $5 for faculty 
and staff, $10 for the 
general public and $25 
for the performance and 
a reception with the 
musicians following the 
concert. (803) 792-5525. 

March3-4 
COLUMBIA-For a 
glimpse of vaudeville at 
its best, One Mo' Time! 
will bring back the red-

hot jazz, sultry blues and 
spicy ragtime of the 
Roaring Twenties. 
Sponsored by the Kitani 
Foundation, the 
presentation may be 
seen at the Township 
Auditorium at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $16, $14 and 
$11. (803) 799-8428. 

March 6, 13, 20, 27 
CHARLESTON-St. 
Mary's Church will 
present "Music at Noon,'' 
a series of half-hour 
programs featuring an 
1874 Jardine pipe organ 
and soloists. The free 
concerts will be held at 
the church, 93 Hasen 
Street. 

March13 
CHARLESTON-The 
Charleston Ballet Com
pany presents Swan 
Lake, Act II, featuring 
guest dancers Heather 
Watts and Adam Luders 
of the New York City 
Ballet. Tickets for the 8 
p.m. performance at 
Gaillard Auditorium are 
$10,$12.50 and $15. 
(803) 723-7334. 

March 20, 21 
COLUMBIA-The 
Columbia City Ballet will 
present Cinderella at 

Cast of One Mo' Time. 

the Township 
Auditorium, 8 p.m. 
Saturday and 3 p.m. 
Sunday. Tickets are 
$5.25 for adults. 
Children under six 
are admitted free. 
(803) 771-6303. 

March 25 
GREENVILLE-The 
Greenville Symphony 
with Lawrence Wolfe on 
double bass will present 
a concert at McAlister 
Auditorium, 8:15 p.m. 
Tickets are $5, $3.50 
and $2. (803) 232-0344. 

March 27, 28, 30 
COLUMBIA-The opera 
The Marriage of Figaro 

will be presented in 
Drayton Hall Theater at 
8 p.m. with a 3 p.m. 
Sunday matinee. Staged 
by the Columbia Lyric 
Opera, tickets are $8. 
(803) 771-6303. 

March 30 
CLEMSON-Clemson's 
Cha01ber Music Series 
will conclude with a free 
concert by Furman 
University faculty 
members Bruce 
Schoonmaker, baritone, 
and David Gibson, 
pianist. The concert will 
be presented at Daniel 
Hall Auditorium, 8 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(803) 656-3311. 

Hilton Head's Heritage 
Golf Classic 

The 14th annual Heritage Golf Classic will 
be held March 25-28 at Hilton Head Island's 
Harbour Town Golf Links, Sea Pines Plantation. 
Practice rounds will be shot March 22 and 23, 
with Pro-Ams the 24th. 

About 64 pros have been invited to the 
tournament, which hosts up to 120 players. 
The event attracts celebrities such as Jack 
Nicklaus and Arnold Palmer, who won the first 
Heritage in 1969. Last year, a gallery of 
approximately 75,000 watched the tourna
ment, which is sponsored by Delta Air Lines, 
the Coca-Cola Company, Sea Pines Plantation 
and Drexel Heritage Furnishings. For further 
information, call (803) 785s3333. 
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Camden to Get New Fine Arts Facility 
The groundbreaking ceremony for the Carroll K. 

Bassett Memorial Building, a $500,000 multi
purpose facility to accommodate the fine arts in 
Kershaw County, will be held March 28 at 3 p.m. 
The building, designed by Camden architect 
Herny Boykin, includes plans for a permanent 
gallery and library to house a collection of bronze 
sculptures and sporting books by Carroll K. 
Bassett, a gallery for traveling exhibits, a 270-seat 
auditorium, dressing rooms and office space. 

In keeping with the location, which is adjacent 
to the historic Douglas-Reed House, headquarters 
for the Fine Arts Center of Kershaw County, the 
building has been designed to resemble a horse 
barn to complement the equestrian nature of the 
project and the existing structure on the site. 

The ceremony is appropriately scheduled for the 
day following the 50th running of the Carolina 
Cup Races and culminates a week of activities 
centered around the history of horses in Camden. 
Featured will be a panel discussion of Camden's 
horse history project, which has been funded 
by the South Carolina Committee for the Human
ities, March 25 at the Fine Arts Center, an Equestrian 
Exhibit including locally owned paintings, prints, 
photographs and Carroll K. Bassett sculpture, 
March 22-28 at the Fine Arts Center: and the 
Jockey Club's film The Thoroughbred, March 25-
28, also at the Fine Arts Center. 

Carroll K. Bassett was not only a recognized 
artist but a noted equestrian as well. A sµccessful 
trainer and jockey for Mrs. Marion duPont Scott, 
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the grande dame of steeplechasing, he rode Battle
ship for her and won the Grand National in 1938 
at Aintree, England. He also took the victory laurels 
in the Masters of Foxhounds' Steeplechase at 
Pimlico in 1933. Bassett rode such thoroughbreds 
of note as Brittanicus, Sable Muff, Wild Son and 
Passive at tracks including Belmont, Aiken, 
Camden, Brookline, Cedarhurst and Middleburg. 
He won more than 100 races and was inducted 
into the Steeplechasing Hall of Fame at the 
National Museum of Racing at Saratoga, N.Y., in 
1972 . . 

Gerard Smith, former president of the National 
Museum of Racing, said of Bassett upon his 
induction, "The recipient of this award embodied 
the principles of amateurism. Amateur comes 
from 'amare,' to 'love': hence one who follows a 
particular pursuit for gratification and not for 
monetary rewards. Few and far between are such 
examples. High on the list is Carroll K. Bassett
both in riding and art." 

The projected completion date of the 11,000-
square-foot building is spring 1983. A commun
ity endeavor, the project has been made possible 
by local contributors such as the Belk-Simpson 
Foundation and C & S Bank, among others. 
Virtually no government funds are being used. 

The groundbreaking ceremony will include 
speeches by state and local dignitaries, a perfor
mance by the Camden Community Band and a 
color guard procession. A reception will follow the 
ceremony. 

J 



"NOT HAVING AN IRA IS LIKE 
THROWING MONEY AWAY." 

Why financial experts say 
the IRA is the one invesbnent 
everyone should make. 
The Southern Bank Individual Retirement 
Account-the IRA- is now available to 
almost everyone. And the tax benefits of 
this savings plan are so exceptional that 
~ financial experts say /? ~-- '·\ everyone should take 

{ ( ....-... advantage of it. 
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It's as if the government 
were contributing to your 
personal savings account. 
As a wage earner you can invest up to 
$2,000 of your salary a year in an IRA. If 
you have a non-working spouse, together 
you can invest up to $2,250 a year. And 
every dime is tax deductible. So, in effect, for 
every dollar you save, the government is 
contributing up to another dollar. 

With an IRA, not only is your investment 
tax deductible but all your interest earnings 
are tax deferred as well. In fact, you pay no 
taxes at all until you begin taking the 
money out of your IRA-at age 59½ or 
after retirement-when you' ll probably be 
in a lower tax bracket. 

Two new savings 
certificates-only for IRA's
with no start-up fees. 
The 18-Month Variable Rate IRA is 
designed for people who choose to make 
multiple deposits during the year or regular 
weekly/monthly deposits in their IRA's. 
Minimum deposit is only $25.00. 

The 18-Month Fixed Rate IRA is designed 
for people who prefer a fixed rate and 
choose to make lump sum deposits. 
Minimum deposit is only $500. 

Or you can take advantage of other 
Southern Bank savings plans. 

Stop by Southern Bank and stop throwing 
money away. 

FUNDS ACCUMULATED IN AN IRA AT AGE 65 

FAMILY 
MONTHLY 

INVESTMENT 

$187.50 

$333.33 

ANNUAL 
TOTAL 

$1,200 

25 

$722,905 
I 

$2,000 $1,204,867 

$2,250 $1,355,446 

YOUR PRESENT AGE 

30 35 

$485,842 $248,918 

45 

$80,790 

$809,752 $414,871 $134,652 

$910,953 $466,721 $151,481 

50 

$43,413 

$75,358 

$81,401 

$4,000 $2,409,659 $1,619,457 $829,718 $269,297 $144,711 

Based on 10½% annual interest, compounded quarterly to yield 10.92% with month ly 
deposits initiated at the beginning of each month. We believe 10½% is a reasonable growth 
rate, but assurances can't be given that the rate will be achieved. You may make less or 
more than the IRA value shown. 
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SOUTHERN BANK 
\\brking hanler for your money. 

Federal regulations require a substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Each depositor is insured to $100,000 by the FDIC. 



Snycleni .. Peugeot 

Snyders is now the authorized dealer for sales, 
service and parts for Peugeot. When you 
buy a Peugeot, you'll receive honest value for 

your money. Made in Europe, these cars are designed 
.. for safety and tested for durability. 1/Th 

Come in to Snyders today and test drive the · _J , 
Peugeot 604 Turbodiesel, the Peugeot 505S, 

the 505 Diesel, or the Peugeot Diesel Wagon 
· and see why Snyders has added Peugeot to the ,..---==~ 

most outstanding selection of luxury imports in upper 
South Carolina. Peugeot Cars-from $19,595 to $10,990. 

2446 Laurens Road Greenvllle, S.C. (803) 288-8300 
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Special Events 

Charleston's home tours 

March 6, 13, 20 
AIKEN-Aiken's Triple 
Crown will be held the 
first three Saturdays in 
March, with harness 
races on the 6th, 
thoroughbred trials on 
the 13th and a steeple
chase and hunt meet on 
the 20th. (803) 648-0485. 

March 7 
COLUMBIA-French 
pantomimist Marcel 
Marceau will come to the 
Township Auditorium as 
part of the University of 
South Carolina's 
Cultural Series, 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $9. 
(803) 777-3196. 
The Carolina Cup 

L7FE$TYLE 
March 18-April 12 
CHARLESTON-The 
Historic Charleston 
Foundation will sponsor 
its 35th annual 
Charleston Festival of 
Houses. Tickets for 
walking tours and a gala 
will be $12 and tickets 
for a special sunset 
harbor cruise will be 
$15. For information 
and tickets contact the 
Historic Charleston 
Foundation, 51 Meeting 
St., Charleston, S.C. 
29401. (803) 723-1623. 

March 20 
CHARLESTON-A 
walking tour of some of 
Charleston's finest, 
private historic homes 
and gardens will be held 
from 1 to 5 p.m. 
Sponsored by the 
Garden Club of 
Charleston, the tour 
features homes not 
normally open to the 
public. The cost of the 
tour is $10. 
(803) 571-4462. 

ELLOREE-The Elloree 
Trials will combine 
thoroughbred racing, 
food, parades and 
entertainment in this 
Orangeburg County city. 
For more information, 
call (803) 496-7037. 

Marcel Marceau 

March 20-28 
MYRTLE BEACH-The 
Canadian-American 
Days Festival will 
officially herald spring 
along the Grand Strand 
with a parade, beach 
games, native food fests 
and arts and crafts. 
(803) 448-5135. 

March 22-28 
HILTON HEAD ISLAND
Sea Pines Plantation will 
be crowded with golfers 
and spectators as this 
coastal island gears up 
for the Heritage Golf 
Classic featuring top
name pros. 
(803) 785- 3333. 

March 27 
CAMDEN-Post time is 
2 p.m. for the 50th 
running of the Carolina 
Cup on the Springdale 
Course. Admission is $3. 
(803) 432-6513. 

Theater 
March 1-2 
COLUMBIA-William 
Shakespeare's Romeo 
and Juliet will be 
produced by U.S.C.'s 
Department of Theater 
and Speech at Drayton 
Hall Theatre. Curtain is 
at 8 p.m. Tickets are $4, 
$3 and $2. 
(803) 777-2551. 

March 25-27, 
29-April 1 
SPARTANBURG
Moliere's satire Tartuffe 
will come to the Tony 
White Theater with a few 
adaptations. The 
Wofford Theater 
Workshop will present 
this 17th century classic 
about religious 
hypocrisy and gullibility 
at 8:15 p.m. Tickets are 
$4, $3 and $2. 
(803) 585-4821. ~ 
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"Many farmers are in a cost-price 
squeeze now. Some of them can't 
meet their debt obligations. I'm 
qfraid a lot of them will 6eforced to 
go out of business." 

by Jennifer H. McGill 

H
is name is G. Bryan 
Patrick Jr. and most 
people know him as 
the state commission
er of agriculture. But 

those who have met him often call 
him "the lone voice of the Jarmers." 

Ask him about the nickname 
and he seems embarrassed, yet 
pleased. His face breaks into a 
boyish grin as he explains. "I made 
the statement the first day I took 
office that I didn't know how long 
I'd be here, but I assured them of 
one thing: I was gonna speak out 
Jor the Jarmer as long as I was 
here. I have done that and will 
continue to do that as long as I'm 
here." 

His explanation is simple and 
to the point. just as he is, but the 
real answer can be found in his 
voice. It rings with pride, conviction 
and sincerity. Therein lies the key 
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to his popularity. People believe 
and respect what he has to say. 

Patrick is the farmers' champion 
in a time when such champions 
are hard to find. He says hisjob is 
to bridge the gap between the 
farmer and the consumer, and he 
does that by telling the farmer's 
story. Patrick has been telling the 
farmer's story since 1976 when he 
was appointed to his post by then
Gov. James Edwards to Jill the 
unexpired term of the late William 
L. Harrelson. 

Two years later, he ran Jor the 
post and was elected in his own 
right to fill afour-year term. 

His country drawl obscures a 
voice fine enough to earn him a 
music scholarship to the University 
of South Carolina, where he grad
uated with a BA. in music. Born 
in Bowman, Patrick and his 
brother, Larry, own a diversified 
farming operation, Emerald Lea 
Farms, in Orangeburg County. The 

52-year-old commissioner and his 
wife, Evelyn, have three sons, two 
of whom work on thejamilyfarm. 
He recently completed a term as 
president of the Southern Assoc
iation of State Departments of 
Agriculture, an administrative 
organization of state commission
ers and their staffs from 15 south
eastern states. 

Patrick's days are filled with 
visits to farms, personal appear
ances, talks on agriculture and 
unexpected telephone calls to his 
fifth floor office in Columbia's 
Wade Hampton office building. 
When he talks about agriculture 
and Jarming in South Carolina, 
he paints a bleak, frightening 
picture that affects everyone, not 
justjarmers. Anger, sadness and 
compassion are mingled through
out his words. 

When Sandlapper interviewed 
Patrick in mid-December, things 
did not look good for South 
Carolina agriculture. During the 
interview, he received two phone 
calls that seemed to echo his 
words: one was from a farmer 
who wanted Patrick to help him 
find a buyer for his farm, the other 
was from a young farmer who 
wanted Patrick to help him find a 
job because he couldn't make 
ends meet. 

Sandlapper: What is the state of 
agriculture in South Carolina 
today? 
Patrick: It's not very bright at all. 
Income in agriculture is the lowest 
that it has been, in real dollars, 
since the Depression. Agriculture 
is in a depression. It has been for 
the past several years, particularly 
with the droughts that we've had. 
Net farm income in South Carolina 
dropped 86 percent from 1979 to 
1980. But even though production 
has been cut. what is an even 
bigger concern is that prices of 
agricultural commodities are lower, 
even with inflated dollars, lower 
now than they were five years ago. 

Many farmers are in a cost-price 
squeeze now. Some of them can't 
meet their debt obligations, and 
I'm afraid a lot of them will be 
forced to go out of business. 
Sandlapper: How are the farmers 
coping with these problems, the 
high interest rates, low yields and 
dry weather? 
Patrick: Well, interest rates have 
come down and inflation has come 





Gerald Wesl lnleriors 

Oval Looking Glass with gilded 
Gesso Frame surmounted by 
an Urn of Flowers . An ap
proved Williamsburg Repro
duction, the original now 
hangs in the Daphane Room of 
the Raleigh Tavern. 21 ½"x49". 

Six hundred ninety-five dol

lars. 711 Wade Hamplon Boulevard 
___ Creer. 6oulnCardina 29651 

. 003)879-2148 
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'BryarL'Patric~ 
down, which has a direct bearing 
on the cost of production to the 
farmer. In the long term, I think we 
are on the right road. In the long 
term, agriculture will be healthy 
again. I think, by 1990, agriculture, 
food, will be more important than 
oil is today. 

The big concern is the short 
term. How are the farmers going to 
survive until it gets better? I think 
the philosophy, the programs, the 
direction of the Reagan Adminis
tration are going to benefit agri
culture, like everyone else, over a 
period of time. But our farmers 
now don't have any more equity to 
borrow on. Inflation ha,s stopped 
the rise in the value of farmland. 
Land prices have leveled off, and f n 
a lot of instances, they have even 
dropped. So farmers don't have 
any alternative. the ones who have 
borrowed up to the limit on the 
equity they have. The equity has 
not increased. They were hit with 
low yields this year in m;.my in
stances, not entirely. q.cross the 
state. The worst thing is, because 
of the 1981 bumper crops of wheat, 
·soyqeans, corn and cotton, almost 
every commodity, the pri~es are 
very depressed. 

So, a lot of our farmers in South 
Carolina are not only hit with low 
yields. they arc hit with low prices 
at the same time. And when you're 
hit with both barrels of the shotgun 
simultaneously, it's hard to survive. 

Many of our farmers are not 
going to be able to cope at all. We 
are working real closely with the 
lending institutions. particularly 
the Farmers Home Administration. 
We've been assqred they will look 
at each farmer's case indiviqually, 
and if there is any chance that 
farmer has a hope of surviving, 
then they are going to extend the 
credit to the limit. 

But easy credit, more credit is 
not the answer. Our farmers have 
got to get a return on what they 
produce. I don't know of any other 
group that is asked to continue 
producing and, at the same time, 
sell what they produce below the 
cost of production. I think we are 
going to have to get the supply and 
demand better in balance, and I 
think that is the responsibility of 
government. 
Sandlapper: Is Re;1ganomics 

going to do this? Is it the answer? 
Patrick: You hear a lot of talk 
today about Reaganomics. Some 
people say it won't work. Others 
say it will. Some hope it won't. But 
I'll tell you one thing, for the sake of 
this country, it had better work. 

In the long term, I think Reagan
omics is going to help, but in the 
short term, I think we are going to 
have to have, by the government. 
some stability in prices. It might be 
by loan so the farmer can put his 
commodity under loan and get a 
loan price from the government 
that stays there until the market 
place reaches that point. At the 
same time, in order to cause the 
surplus to move out. we are going 
to have to have some set-aside, 
some cuts in production by the 
government in order to participate 
in the government programs. I 
think we can help the entire agri
culturq.l economy, not by subsidiz
ing the farmer, not by paying him 
not to plant. I don't agree with that. 
I think government can control 
supply by having set-aside. Farmers 
setting aside 15 to 20 percent of 
what they normally plant. not being 
paid. Just let this land sit out and 
rest, and make a profit on what 
they do plant. The marketplace will 
take care of the situation. Govern
ment doesn't need to subsidize 
farmers. Cut the production back 
and let the market pay the price so 
the farmer can get a profit, because 
as a farmer and in talking to 
farmers, they would rather plant 
25 percent less. If he is planting 
400 acres ofland and losing money, 
when he could plant 300 acres and 
make a profit. I'm sure he would 
rather plant the 300 acres ;1nd 
make a profit. So it just doesn't 
make good sense to continue to 
overproduce when the products 
that we are producing are being 
sold below the cost of production. 
And it's not going to cost the 
consumer any money. The price 
the farmer receives has very little 
bearing on the price the consumer 
pays in the grocery store. But ifwe 
don't do something to give the 
farmers a profit, the consumers 
aren't going to have anything to 
buy at any price. 
Sandlapper: When did the prob
lems start, or is there any place 
where they started to get worse? 
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Patrick: I think the problems 
started with both the Republicans 
and Democrats: it's not a partisan 
issue by any means. I think the 
problems started many, manyyears 
ago when government got involved 
in extending credit to farmers, 
instead of doing something to 
assist the farmer in getting a profit, 
a return on his investment and 
some reasonable salary for his 
labor when he did a good job. 
Instead, they took the approach of 
making credit easily available, so 
as a farmer sold his product below 
profit, below the cost of production 
in many instances, then he had to 
borrow money to plant his next 
crop to pacify the non-farmers by 
trying to keep the price of food 
cheap. They had this money avail
able to farmers to borrow, so the 
farmer continued to borrow and 
eat up the equity he owned in lieu 
of a profit. 

What brought it really to the fore
front was the drought in 1977. 
That was the beginning of the day 
of reckoning. The farmers didn't 
make any kind of crops to sell at 
any price, and it just compounded 
the problems they were in. And 
then we had not even an average 
year in 1978. In 1979, we had 
excellent yields, record yields, but 
the prices were depressed and the 
cost of producing had continued 
to increase. So even with way above 
average yields, in many instances, 
the farmers didn't make a decent 
return. By that time, their debt 
service had become such a big part 
of their cost of production, that 
even when making a profit, it took 
all of it just to pay the interest on 
the debts. Then here comes 1980, a 
repeat of 1977. And 1981, although 
some farmers in South Carolina 
made good yields, certain areas, 
particularly in the Piedmont, were 
hit by drought again, as bad as 
1980. But many of the farmers 
have not been able to pay off their 
old debts, and they have been 
accumulating. And then when 
interest rates skyrocketed, that 
really was the crowning blow. It 
has taken a long time to get into 
this situation, and it's going to 
take awhile to get out. 

Much to my sorrow, when your 
interest on your debt reaches a 
certain point, when you can't make 

If your lender thinks 
farming won't mix with a 9to 5 job, 

You're borrowing 
at the wrong place. 

At Farm Credit, we 
.M.speak Part-Time Farm
ing. We know you've got 
another full-time job. But, 
farming is a primary source 
of satisfaction for you. Our 
loan officers understand 
part-time farming and what 
you're up against. 

We are farmer-owned, 
farmer-controlled coopera
tive lending institutions
America's dependable 
source of agricultural credit. 
We make short, intermedi
ate, and long term loans to 
farmers and their coopera-

expenses, equipment, inven
tories, land acquisition, and 
other farm and family needs. 

There is an office near 
you. Call or come by today 
and talk loans for part-time 
farmers to people who 
speak your language. 

(F=~l 
. tives. Let us help make your 
operations more profitable 
with loans for operating 
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Cooperatives 
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Fann Credit 
© Copyright, Farm Credit Banks, 1981. 
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A CLASSIC DESIGN 
INTERPRETATION 

Throughout its history, Sligh has kept 
alive a centuries-old reverence for fine 
woods and classic designs, a deep respect 
for flawless cabinetry, and an eye for rich 
detail that has continued in the timepieces 
known as Trend. 

In creating the Trend 100 Centennial 
Clock, Sligh called on designer David 
Warren to interpret some of the classic 
English designs. From the legacy of clock 
and furniture making, Mr. Warren selected 
only those elements whose beauty has never 
been surpassed, combining them with all the 
knowledge in design and craftsmanship 
amassed by Sligh over the past hundred 
years. 

LIST $7,109.00 
SALE $4,450.00 

THE LIGHTING 
CENTER 

5200 WADE HAMPTON BLVD. 
TAYLORS, S.C. 29687 

PHONE 
803 • 268-4822 
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'BryarL'Patric~ 
enough profit to pay your interest, 
then there just isn't any other way 
out except to sell out at the best 
price. At this stage of the game, 
farmland prices have dropped so 
now that it isn't a good time to be 
forced to sell. 
Sandlapper: With the condition of 
farming looking so glum at the 
present, are young people still 
choosing farming and agriculture 
as a means of livelihood? 
Patrick: You have some young 
people who have never been on a 
farm, and it looks very exciting 
from the outside, being out in the 
air with nature. It's a good life, but 
it's a hard life. You don't frolic and 
have a good time, but it's a satisfy
ing life. You work for yourself and 
you see things grow. 

Of course, no young person today 
can farm unless he inherits a farm. 
It's absolutely impossible for any
one to buy a farm today and pay 
the interest. They can't make 
enough profit to pay the interest 
on the investment. so that is out of 
the question. 

The next thing that is going to 
happen to agriculture, unless we 
have an amazing turnaround, is 
that, as these land prices level off, 
and particularly when they start 
dropping, large corporations and 
people with large quantities of 
money to invest will buy up the 
land. It's not a good investment 
today, so no one is anxious to buy 
it to farm. But if land prices drop 
25 to 40 percent, we are going to 
see large corporations buying up 
farmland. Then a lot of the young 
people who want to farm will be 
working for a corporation, punch
ing a time clock, working 40 hours 
a week. Theywon't have the interest; 
they won't give it that extra effort. 
And then we'll see the price of food 
go out of the ceiling, if that happens. 

There are projections now, that 
by 1990 to 2000, somewhere in 
that range, that 1 percent of the 
farmers could be producing more 
than half of the food, and if that 
happens, and it could very likely 
happen, we are not going to see the 
good buy we have in food today, 
even though a lot of us think it is 
too high. 
Sandlapper: After the 1980 Pres
idential election, you referred to 
1981 as the "swingyear."What did 

you mean by that, and has it been? 
Patrick: I think we are going to 
extend that for another couple of 
years, the swing year. The reason I 
said that was that I knew we would 
see a different philosophy in govem
men t. I knew this was going to 
change because we start talking 
about balancing the budget, reduc
ing taxes and the only way to do 
that is to quit spending so much. I 
also knew government would be 
taking a lot of unneeded regulation 
off agriculture and everybody else, 
and cut back some of the cost of 
production meeting some of these 
ridiculous regulations. I said that 
profitability would come back to 
agriculture. That even though we 
would have less government regu
lation, eventually the marketplace 
would work it out. 

I feel like the tax program, and 
we've gotten some tremendous 
things happening to agriculture 
under the Reagan Administration, 
the estate tax changes, is one of the 
best things that could ever have 
happened to agriculture. Any 
farmer who can survive today has 
the opportunity to pass his farm 
on, first to his wife and she can 
control it, or either to his family 
without them having to sell half of 
it to pay the taxes. This will take a 
period of time, but by 1985, most 
farms will be able to be passed on 
without any inheritance tax. Depre
ciation schedules have been speed
ed up, things depreciate faster now 
and give a tax break. So I see a lot of 
good in the long run. The swing 
year, I thoughtin 1981 wewouldsee 
a change in that direction. Hope
fully there won't be any disruptions 
in foreign trade under this admin
istration. If there are, I don't think 
the farmer will be called upon to 
foot the whole bill as he was in the 
Russian embargo. 

The whole economy is hurting 
and that has made the agricultural 
economy that much worse. The 
swing year is going to take more 
than one year. Hopefully, by this 
time next year, we can see things 
improving. 
Sandlapper: How long will it take 
for agriculture to get back on its 
feet, if things start improving? 
Patrick: I don't think there is any 
way to put a timetable on that 
because you have no way of know-



ing wha t the national economy or 
the world economy is going to do. 
Right now we are on the bottom 
side. So many little things, like the 
world trade market and the value 
of the dollar, have a direct bearing 
on the agricultural economy. I don't 
see any major breakthroughs. Agri
culture's destiny will be decided 
along with the destiny of the 
housing industry, the automobile 
industry and the overall economy 
of this country. 
Sandlapper: What impact has 
industry moving into South Caro
lina had on agriculture? Has indus
try been taking over productive 
farmland? 
Patrick: No. I was just discussing 
that earlier today. At this stage, of 
course, we have to plan for the 
future, but at this stage I don't see 
the loss of farmland as an issue in 
South Carolina at all. The big issue 
now is we can't make a profit on 
the land we are planting. A lot of 
people felt when industry came in 
it would affect farm wages. Well, it 
has affected farm wages. The mini-

'BryarLTatricl( 
mum wage has affected everybody's 
wages. I don't see that as a problem, 
either. Whether you work driving a 
tractor for a farmer or running a 
piece of machinery for someone in 
an industrial plant, I think you 
should be able to earn comparable 
wages for the two jobs. The biggest 
problem has been that the farmers 
couldn't afford to compete in the 
job market with industry because 
they didn't have the return on 
their investment or the profit. I 
think farmers should be <).ble to 
compete with anybody. I think if 
you've got somebody driving a 
$75,000 combine, I think he should 
certainly be making as much as 
some fellow sweeping up the floor 
in a bakery somewhere. 

Fact of it is, that some of our 
farmers today are still farming 
because they have jobs or somebody 
in their family has a job in an 
industry that is close by, so I think 
industry has enhanced agriculture 
in South Carolina rather than 
hurt it. 
Sandlapper: What will the 80's 

hold for agriculture? 
Patrick: For the ones who can 
survive, the ones who haven't 
created such a debt load that there 
is almost no way out, I think by 
1990, agriculture will be looked 
upon very favorably, and after the 
mid-80's we will probably see land 
prices double to what they are now 
and they may go even higher than 
that. A lot of it depends on the 
world economy. There are a lot of 
hungry people in the world. We talk 
about hungry people; we don't 
know what it means to be hungry 
in America, no one. Sure sometimes 
we get hungry, but we don't st~rve, 
and don't stay hungry for months 
at a time. 

I think we are going to see better 
diets worldwide. Other countries, 
as their economies improve, will be 
in the market to buy food, that is 
your basic product, you can do 
with out some of these other things 
we enjoy, such as recreation and 
television sets, but food is some
thing we can't do without. It's a 
necessity. And if the population 
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continues to increase, I think it's 
predicted to go from 4 billion people 
to 7 billion people by the year 2000, 
somebody has got to feed these 
people, and this country will be 
looked to for a big part of that 
effort. 

I see the 80' s, after a year or two, 
stabilizing. I see a general improve-

uAlotofourfarm.ers 
are hit with low yields 
and low prices. And 
when you're hit with 
both barrels of the 
shotgun, it's hard to 
survive." 

ment in the agricultural economy, 
and I think agriculture will be back 
where it should have been all along 
as the most important industry 
given the most consideration by 
government. Education is great. 
Mental health is great. Corrections 
are great. All these things are fine, 
but a lot of people have gotten so 
involved in social programs that 
they have kind of forgotten about 
agriculture and that has helped 
get the farmer in the spot he is in 
now. 

I see that changing. I see more 
and more people being concerned 
about having enough food rather 
than wondering what we can do to 
keep the farmer producing food as 
cheaply as possible. We still want it 
as cheap as possible, but you know, 
we didn't know what it was to do 
without energy. When gasoline 
went to 50 cents a gallon, we raised 
Cain, but all of a sudden when we 
wondered if we were going to have 
any gasoline, in fact stations were 
closing and there were long lines, 
gasoline passed a dollar a gallon 
and nobody complained at all. They 
were more concerned about having 
gasoline rather than the price. I 
think we are going to see the same 
thing happen to food. 

My biggest concern is to see that 
we as consumers don't have the 
same problem a lot of other 
countries do, like Poland, for in
stance, right now where you can't 
find the food to eat. And we can't 
wait until it runs out to do some
thing about it. '1 
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by Jennifer H. McGill 

A 
11 was seemingly 
bright and cheery 
in Sumter that cool 

crisp morning in Novem
ber. Everyone had a steam
ing cup of coffee and a 
sausage biscuit and had 
settled back to enjoy the 
breakfast speaker, S.C. 
Commissioner of Agricul
ture G. Bryan Patrick Jr. 

There was a slight stir 
and some chuckles as he 
made his opening re
marks in his country-boy 
drawl. Then came a quiet 
stillness as he carefully 
dropped his bomb. 

"The net farm income 
in South Carolina dropped 
86 percent from 1979 to 
1980," he said, his eyes 
flashing. "That's inSouth 
Carolina-86 percent in 
one year." 

As several farmers 
scattered around the 
room slowly nodded their 
heads in agreement, the 
bankers, lawyers, busi
nessmen and business
women sat in silence. 
Then heads turned and 
the room buzzed. As the 

~one 
Tell Us? 
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concerned looks began 
abating, Patrick dropped 
his second bomb of the 
morning. 

"Two farmers, big far
mers, in Sumter County 
have called me in the past 
few weeks and asked me 
to help them find a buyer 
for their land because 
they just can't make it 
anymore." 

Again the room buzzed, 
and then came the puzzled 
looks. Utter amazement 
hung in the air. Then 
came a quiet voice from 
the back, "But why didn't 
anyone tell us?" 

So Pa trick told the 
group of 100 the sad story 
of the South Carolina 
farmer, and they listened 
attentively. But when the 
breakfast was over, they 
got up, started chatting ~ 
with friends and went on ~ 

to work, leaving the bleak ! 
picture of the farmer 0 
behind. E 

~ 
'o> The state's rural beauty lures 

those who wish to become J 
farmers, but South Carolina § 
farmers, such as these, are 
facing a crisis because of j 
drought and debt. _ 





Tobacco provided one of the few bright spots in the state's agricultural picture last year with record sales qf more than $250 
million. The peach crop, too, set a record with $62.2 million in sales. 

But all across the Palmetto s tate, 
men and women who farm can't 
leave the bleak figures and statis
tics behind in a conference room. 
They have to live it every day. 

"On a scale of one to 10, right 
now I'd be a zero," says Robert 
Phipps Jr. with a dry laugh. A 
sweet potato farmer near Loris, 
Phipps has lost money on his crop 
for the past three years. "In fact," 
he explains, "I would have been 
better off ifl hadn't planted at all." 

Soybean farmer D. Leslie Tindal 
of Pinewood is in a similar situa
tion. "I have depleted $600,000 of 
reserves since 1977, and I don't 
have any more reserves," he says 
quietly. "We are down to the ·bare 
bone." 

Cecil Altman of Hartsville isn't 
even sure he will plant a crop this 
year. He had a $10,000 payment 
due to the Farmers Home Admin
istration in January, and no money 
to pay it. He thought it would come 
from his 1981 crop, but market 
prices were down. 

"I made a decent soybean crop 
despite the drought and what do I 
get?" he says with a trace of anger 
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in his voice. "Prices running around 
$6 a bushel. We needed at least $8 
a bushel to just break even." 

The story reads much the same 
throughout South Carolina, from 
Hartsville to Aiken to Beaufort to 
Pickens. High interest rates and 
inflation have combined with dry 
weather and low market prices to 
leave the majority of the state's 
farmers in deep financial trouble. 

Patrick says talk about recession 
is nothing new to farmers because 
they have been in one for the past 
three years. "Based on the buying 
power of a dollar, agriculture 
income is lower today than it has 
been since the 1930's, during the 
height of the Great Depression," 
remarks Patrick. 

That phrase is one he uses often 
when he is making speeches or 
giving talks because when he says 
the financial status of the state's 
farmers is bad, it's bad. 

So bad, in fact, that the state 
could lose a third of its 33,000 
farmers. 

'Tm tired of hearing the adage, 
'It's going to get better,"' comments 
Patrick. "It needs to get better now. 

"If it doesn't improve in the next 
18 months, we'll lose a third of our 
South Carolina farmers," he 
predicts. 

The plight of the farmers has 
been going from bad to worse with 
each passing year. 

Agriculture used to be South 
Carolina's No. 1 industry, but now, 
even though it still is a billion 
dollar industry, it takes a back seat 
to manufacturing and tourism. 

The reasons behind the problems 
and the downward trend range 
from higher production costs to 
lower market prices to dry weather 
to a cheap food policy. 

Since 1977, the cost of producing 
farm commodities has gone up 39 
percent, but at the same time, the 
price the farmer receives has gone 
down 24 percent. 

For instance, a four-wheel drive 
tractor that sold for $57,000 in 
1979, now sells for $72,000. 
Ammonia nitrate fertilizer in
creased from $145 per ton to $192 
during the same time. 

At the same time, both yields 
and prices were down for farm 
commodities. Corn yields were 



A 

down in 1981, and prices dropped 
as much as $1 a bushel from the 
1980 price. Soybean yields were 
hurt by lack of rain, and prices 
were down $2 a bushel from the 
year before. Cotton producers had 
a fairly good crop this year, but 
prices fell to 58 to 62 cents per 
pound, compared with 79.9 cents a 
pound in 1980. 

Problems with crop yields and 
dry weather really began in 1977, a 
year farmers recall with a sh udder. 

"I guess it all started in 1977," 
Bob Mccurry of Holly Hill remin
isces. "After that, it all kind of went 
from bad to worse." 

Crop production was down again 
in 1978, and after two poor years, 
South Carolina farmers bounced 
back with good yields in 1979. But 
so did everyone else, and market 
prices dropped sharply. 

Then in 1980, dry weather 
caused $400 million in farm losses 
statewide. That was about a third 
of the state's normal agricultural 
income. It was the year net farm 
income dropped from its 1979 
figure of $281 million to a de
pressing $38.4 million, Patrick's 
startling 86 percent decrease. 

While 1981 figures have not 
been tallied yet, Agriculture Depart
ment spokesman Sonny Smith says 
1981 figures will in not any way be 
as bad as 1980 but that in some 
areas of the state, 1981 was worse 
than 1980. The dry weather that 
has plagued the state on and off for 
five years also took its toll on the 
corn, soybean and wheat crops of 
1981. 

The only bright spots in 1981 
crops were tobacco and peaches, 
both of which had record years. 
Tobacco sales were more than 
$250 million, a state record for any 
crop, and a record-breaking peach 
crop brought $62.2 million. Iron
ically, the record peach crop, which 
was 13 percent above 1980 yields, 
brought less money than the 1980 
crop. 

wo things have kept the 

T farmer in business 
these past five lean years: 

equity and easy credit. They also 
dug the hole most farmers are now 
in. 

"Every time farmers don't make 
a profit and can't finance their 
operation for next year, there is 

~ . 

Farmers are more productive than ever. One of the big reasons for this,farm 
machinery, is something which keeps going up in price. Since 1975, tractor prices 
have increased approximately 85 percent. Given other farm prospects, machinery 
prices are projected to rise between 8 and 13 percent again this year. 

always some government program 
usually where the farmer can 
borrow, and borrow at low interest 
rates, just to keep him going and 
make sure he farms next year so 
there will be plenty to eat," 
explains Patrick. 

"And the farmer has kept borrow
ing money and mortgaging his 
property where he should be 
making a profit and paying off his 
debt. Our biggest problem today is 

we have gone too long, not just in 
South Carolina but all over the 
country, substituting easily avail
able credit for price." 

While the credit allowed the 
farmer to take care of his im
mediate needs, such as paying 
production bills and putting out 
next year's crop, it also left him 
with a staggering accumulated 
debt. 

In fact, some farmers can't even 
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pay the interest on the debt much 
less part of the principal, according 
to Dr. Lynn Stanton, Clemson 
University economist. 

Some loans, Stanton explains, 
were made on projected increases 
in land values "when earnings on 
the land have been decreasing or 
at best.were just stable. 

"Throw in a couple of crop 
failures like we've had with these 
periods of drought and the loans 
can't be repaid," he points out. 
"Many good farmers then can't 
even service the interest on them." 

When the FmHA began offering 
low interest disaster loans to South 
Carolina farmers in the late 70' s, it 
was a source of temporary credit, 
based on the premise that next 
year things would be better. 

It was a good, immediate answer 
to a farmer's plea for help. The 
problem was that next year, 
things did not get much better. 

All of South Carolina's 46 coun
ties were declared disaster areas in 
1977 and 1978.Afewwere in 1979 
andabout35werein 1980.Approx
imately 28 counties had applied 
for disaster status by the end of 
1981. During its last fiscal year, 
which ended Sept. 30, the FmHA 
made $170 million worth of 
emergency loans. 

Now payments are due that some 
farmers can't make. The options 
are refinancing through other 
sources, selling part of the assets 
or foreclosure. 

Ed Pittman, state director of 
FmHA, says foreclosures on these 
loans are taking place or being 
processed in numbers high enough 
to swamp the local offices of most 
of the state's congressional 
delegates. 

Two in point are U.S. Senator 
Strom Thurmond's Pee Dee office, 
in the heartland of S.C. agriculture, 
and Sixth District Rep. John 
Napier's office. Rale'igh Ward, 
Thurmond's Pee Dee aide, and 
Kelly Ritter Jr .. Napier's agri
culture aide, say they are processing 
dozens of calls a week for help from 
farmers receiving delinquent loan 
notices. 

The FmHA is working with the 
farmers on a case-by-case, one-on
one basis, and Pittman says that 
those who meet the guidelines will 
be carried. 
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'We are looking for ways to keep 
individual families in farming, but 
we are having to do it in a realistic, 
businesslike way," explains Tom 
Walker, farm program director for 
theFmHA 

"Unfortunately, we have some 
folks who have gotten in so far, due 
to a combination of circumstances, 
that there is no hope in planning 
on paper, with the cost of pro
duction and the anticipated income 
from commodities, that they will 
ever be able to work their way out 
of the cost of borrowed money." 

Pittman stresses that the FmHA 
was never intended to be a source 
of permanent credit. The FmHA is 
a lender oflast resort, says Walker, 
and now they are trying to graduate 
their borrowers to normal, private 
sources of credit. 

Many farmers, after the facts are 
explained, voluntarily liquidate, 
which is not a foreclosure, Walker 
says. Very few go to a judicial 
foreclosure. 

"Unfortunately. there are some 
farmers who are not going to be 
farming," Walker comments. 

"It grieves us to do it," says 
Pittman, "and we're not doing it 
until we absolutely have to." 

While foreclosures are being 
initiated, Clete W. S. Horne, pres
ident of the Federal Land Bank of 
Columbia, says only about 3 per
cent have actually been foreclosed. 
Most have been settled either by 
selling some of the farmer's assets 
(i.e., land or equipment) or by re
financing the loan through private 
sources. 

The bottom line, though, is still 
getting the money to cover the 
loans and put out the 1982 crop. 
Farmers all over the state have 
been scrambling since late fall to 
refinance on their equity and find 
the money for this year's crop, 
something that is becoming more 
and more difficult because offalling 
land prices. 

When land prices fall, the farmer 
loses the equity he has been borrow
ing money on. 

T 
he boom in agricultural land 
prices began in the late 60's 
and early 70's when farmland 

was very much in demand. "There 
was money to be made in agri
culture,"Walker reminisces. "There 
was a young breed of farmers then 

that would borrow money and then 
rent some land, put out a crop and 
after everything came out, still 
make a good profit. 

'Word got around and we had a 
lot of inflation in land prices due to 
the demand of these young bucks." 

As the land values rose, so did a 
farmer's equity. The higher the 
land value, the more equity he had, 
and the more money he could 
borrow. 

The farming equity factor, debt 
to asset ratio, has risen dra
matically in the past five years. 
Herny Simons Jr .. executive di-· 
rector of Farm Credit Banks 
Services. says the equity factor in 
farming is 22 to 24 percent now, 
where five years ago it was only 13 
or 14 percent. 

But due to the rough times agri
culture has been going through 
lately, the boom in land prices is 
subsiding and prices are stable at 
best and falling slightly at worst. 
The demand for farmland is down 
and land values are following suit. 

"If this country goes into a 
depression, agriculture will lead 
the way," Patrick predicts. "All it 
would take is for agricultural land 
prices to drop 25 percent and we'll 
have a depression in this country. 

"The reason for that is, quite 
simply, the financial institutions' 
money is tied up with the value of 
agricultural land as it is today. And 
if the land prices drop 25 percent, 
the farmers will not have enough 
equity to cover their loans, and it 
will come to foreclosing mortgages." 

All across the state, farmers are 
deciling with lower land prices and 
the search for that elusive dollar in 
any way they can. 

In January, Phipps was still 
trying to refinance so he could 
plant his 100 acres. 'Tm trying to 
refinance on my equity," he ex
plains. "Ifl don't get it worked out, 
it doesn't look like I'll be farming 
this year." 

· Laurie Lawson, chairman of the 
state Agriculture Commission, of 
Darlington says farmers in the Pee 
Dee area are having to look hard 
for money too, even after a spec
tacular tobacco crop. 

"A lot of farmers are having to 
refinance and are looking hard 
just to put out this year's crop," he 
remarks. "If it weren't for tobacco 



Why Leslie Tindal Doesn't Want His Son To Farm 

D 
avid Tindal has been 
helping out on his 
father's farm ever 
since he's been able to 
reach the pedals on a 

tractor. 
Now he's old enough to seek his 

livelihood, and despite his father's 
misgivings, he is going to be a 
farmer. 

''I've tried to discourage him 
from farming," says an exasperated 
Leslie Tindal of Pinewood. "But 
that's what he wants to try to do." 

David is presently in a two-year 
agriculture technology program at 
Sumter Technical College. Even
tually he will take over the farm 
that has been in the Tindal family 
since the early 1 700's. 

''I've tried to discourage him as 
bad as I hate to say that," his father 
explains. "This farm has been in 
the family for years, and I'd like to 
see it stay in the family. 

"But I wish he would get into 
something else and rent out the 
farm or something. 

"There is just no way now, that i 
can see, that a farmer can accum
ulate security for his retirement 
years." 

Yet David is still going to give it a 
try. His reasons are simple: it's all 
he's ever known; he loves the 
outdoors; and, he believes he can 
make it work. 

David Tindal knows the facts 
and figures of farming, just like 
dozens of other farmers' children, 
but he, like they, still chooses to 
farm. 

In fact, four out of every 100 
young people are still choosing 
agriculture for a career. according 
to Sonny Smith, spokesman for 
the state agriculture department. 

But not every young person who 
wants to own a farm and till the 
land today will be able to. Unless 
his or her father is already a 
farmer; the chances are almost 
non-existent. 

"There is no way, today, that a 
young man can get into agriculture, 
and start farming," says Bryan 
Patrick, state commissioner of 
agriculture. 

"I don't care how smart he is, 
how good of finances he has; it 
doesn't make any difference if you 
have to start out buying land, 
equipment and everything you 

need to operate. He can't make 
enough to pay the interest, even if 
it was still at 10 percent," he 
continues. 

"The only way a young person 
today can own a farm is to inherit 
it, be in a partnership, or marry a 
farmer's daughter." 

It takes more than a quarter of a 
million dollars just to get started 
farming today, says Henry M. 
Simons Jr .. executive director of 
Farm Credit Banks Services, 
which makes about 60 percent of 
all first-mortgage farm loans in the 
state. 

"There are probably a lot more 
young people who would like to 
start that haven't," Simons says. 

Interest rates used to be a rather 
small part of the total operating 
cost of a farm. Simons says that 
interest rates now are about the 
third largest expense in farming. 
The interest farmers pay rose 74 
percent from 1978 to 1980, and in 
that same period, net farm income 
has gone down between 55 and 60 
percent. ' 

"The way things are right now. a 
1-percertt increase in interest costs 
to the farmer results in a 10-percent 
decrease in his net income," he 
remarks. 

The interest rates for short-term 
credit, provided to farmers through 
the Production CreditAssociation, 
are fairly competitive with other 
lending institutions, explains 
Simons. 

The increasing interest rates 
and initial outlay of money is 
creating a different type of outlook 
for tomorrow's farmer. Simons 
calls it "a system of perpetual 
debt." 

Just as the image of a debt-free 
farmer is fading, so, too, is the 
image of a man who plants and 
hopes for a good crop. 

"The farmer can no longer take 
on the connotation of a man just 
going out and plowing a field," 
comments Dr. Bill L. Atchley, 
president of Clemson University, 
which now educates the majority 
of South Carolina's future farmers. 

"Farmers have to know the 
mechanical part of it, the chemistry. 
the pesticides. the statistics, the 
economy-everything," he contin
ues. "So it is different than just 
being a farmer and going out and 

sowing seed and praying for raih." 
Atchley also says that despite 

the gloomy predictions and current 
hard times, a lot of young people 
are still coming to Clemson and 
majoring in agriculture. The sur
prising fact about that is about 
half of the young people coming to 
Clemson today are coming from a 
city environment rather than a 
farm one. 

That in turn, Atchley explains. 
forces the educator to chartge what 
and how he teaches because these 
students lack the knowledge about 
farming that normally is passed 
down from father to son. 

Atchley says the trend really 
began in the l 960's when farming 
was going through some rough 
times. Children of farmers setting 
out to seek their fortune were 1 ured 
to the city and to the factories. 

"A lot of people didn't think they 
could make a livirtg farming," 
Atchley explains. "They could move 
to the city and factories and make 
better money, so why go out and 
spend their time on the farm like 
their fathers did? There was a 
movement from the farm to the 
city." 

But after a period of time, 
farming improved and there was 
money to be made off the land. As 
farming continued to pick up, 
people began turning back to the 
farm, Atchley says; because the city 
life and the factory work were not 
as good as they thought it would 
be. 

"So they moved back to the farm. 
The young person said, 'I want to 
farm,' so they turried back to the 
farm," comments Atchley. 

Atchley says in order to give 
these students the hands-on ex
perience they lack. the tmiversi ty 
will need more equipment in labo
ratories and perhaps an internship 
program to meet these new needs. 

Most of these students without a 
farming connection will probably 
wind up working for someone else, 
Patrick says, since it is so difficult 
to get started in agriculture today. 

But according to Smith, that 
doesn't seem to matter. He and 
Atchley agree that young people 
are still going into agriculture with 
an eye on the present situation 
and the other eye on a brighter 
future. 
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and soybeans, we'd really be 
hurting." 

Over in Holly Hill, Mccurry ts 
putting everything he made from 
his peach, soybean, wheat and com 
crops back into his 1982 crops, 
pinning his hopes and his future 
on better market prices and rain. 

'Tm a double-dip farmer," he 
says with a laugh. "It's like the 
story of the old farmer who tn
heri ted a million dollars. When they 
asked him what he was going to do 
with it, he said 'I reckon I'll just 
keep farmtn' 'til I lose it all."' 

Mccurry chuckles, then sud
denly stops. "The sad part ts, that's 
the way it ts now." 

Other farmers are selling parts 
of their land so they can plant, a 
drastic move for amanwholivesby 
his land. 

That ts the position Leslie Tindal 
finds himself in. "We are at the 
point where we have to start selling 
a little farm here or a little land 
there that I've been able to add on 
over the years," he says slowly, 
thinking of his accumulated 2,600 
acres he has been planting for 
some 22 years. 

But Tindal, known around the 
state as "Mr. Soybeans" for his 
work in promoting the commodt ty, 
ts luckier than a lot of other farmers 
at this stage. Many others are 
having to sell their whole farms. 

Patrick says his office is getting 
calls from farmers trying to sell 
where he used to get calls from 
people trying to buy. 

"A lot of farmers are selling out," 
he remarks. "We are seeing fewer 
farms and larger farms, but right 
now some of our larger farms are 
in the worst financial shape be
cause most big farmers owe big 
money." 

D 
urtng the past 20 years, 
South Carolina has lost 
50,000 farms, based on a 

1981 survey reported by the state 
Crop and Livestock Reporting 
Service. In addt tion, 4 million fewer 
acres were cultivated in 1981 than 
in 1961. 

Figures frorn the reporting ser
vice show 84,000 farms and more 
than 10 million acres under cul
tivation in 1960. In 1981, there 
were 33,000 farms scattered across 
the state cultivating some 6.1 mil
lion acres. 
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And even the 1981 figures are 
expected to drop. Roger M. Foster, 
chief statistician for the reporting 
service, predicts there will be 1,000 
fewer farms and 200,000 fewer 
acres in 1982. 

He also believes that trend will 
stop in a couple of years and the 
figures will level off. ''You can only 
go so far and then things level off," 
he says. "Unless the farming situ
ation gets worse, and I can't see 
that happening." 

Foster credits the loss of farm
land to urbanization and reforest
ation. "More and more farmers are 
selling off their land to people who 
want four or five acres and a house 
in the country," he explains, "or 
they are giving up farming in favor 
of growing trees." 

So despite popular belief, in
dustry is not buying up all the 
state's farmland. Industry ts not 
the villain in agriculture's decline. 

Rather, according to Patrick, it is 
because of industry that farmers 
have been able to survive. 

"Some of our farmers today are 
still farming because they or some
one in their family has a job in an 
industry that is close by, so I think 
industry has enhanced agriculture 
rather than hurt it," he says. 

Even though industry's higher 
wages did affect farm wages, 
Patrick comments that it wasn't 
really a problem because a person 
should be able to make a compar
able salary whether he drives a 
tractor or sweeps the floor in a 
bakery. He also notes the mini
mum wage pushed wages up in all 
businesses. 

Clemson University President 
Bill L. Atchley, though, is con
cerned that productive farmland 
may be bought up by industry. 

"The management of land must 
be brought into the picture," he 
believes. "We can't continue to 
allow land, that could be used for 
productivity of agriculture and 
farming, build up into industry, 
even though it creates jobs. 

"Because you have industry, you 
have jobs, but if you don't have 
food, you're in a heck of a shape 
anyway." 

Atchley says some farmland was 
bought up during the 60's by 
industries willing to pay a good 
price. 

"We're going to have to look and 
say 'Wouldn't it be better if we have 
industries locating on land that 
isn't quite as productive and save 
the farmland?' 

"That can come about through 
incentives and through encourag
ing industries to chose the proper 
land for that type development." 

While Patrick says that isn't a 
real problem at the moment, he 
does think it is important to plan 
for the future. 

But the thing that has farmers 
so concerned ts the present. 

Since farming has become so 
unprofitable and farmers are 
having to sell land, it brings up the 
big question of just who will buy 
the farmer's land? 

"It used to be that somebody had 
to die before land changed hands," 
Phipps reminisced. "And even then, 
it pretty much stayed in the same 
family. 

"But just in the past two weeks, 
two farms around the Loris area 
have been sold to outsiders because 
the farmers just didn't have any 
more equity in their land." 

In the past, other farmers have 
bought nearby farmland, but now 
most all the farmers are in the 
same leaky boat. 

Tindal is doubtful about selling 
part of his land because he wonders 
who will buy it, but right now his 
choices are limited. 

"It's at the point I've got to sell 
some of my land, but who ts going 
to buy?" he asks, his voice cracking. 

"None of the other farmers are in 
any better shape than I am, so will 
it be foreign oil money or large 
corporations?" 

And Tindal isn't alone in his 
selling or his doubts. Lawson says 
many small independent farmers 
are heading in the same direction. 

"We are coming to the point 
where large corporations will buy 
out small independent farmers, like 
myself, because we can't make it 
anymore," he remarks. "And the 
big corporations won't ask 'How 
much are you paying?' They will 
say 'This ts what it cost.' 

'Tm really afraid it will happen," 
Lawson continues, "because when 
farmers keep losing money each 
year, and I see so many of them 
that do, they go deeper and deeper 
into debt and you know you can't 
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borrow yourself into prosperity, it 
leaves them vulnerable to selling to 
big corporations." 

And that is exactly what Patrick 
predicts will happen next in agri
culture, "unless we see an amazing 
turnaround." 

W
hile large corporate owner
ship isn't widespread at 
present, the fear of it be

coming widespread is very real. 
Sonny Smith, of the S.C. Depart
ment of Agriculture, says there 
may be a few scattered across the 
state, but that the strong majority 
are still independent and family
oriented. The ones that are in
corporated are done so mainly 
within a family and for tax 
purposes. · 

Foreign ownership of South 
Carolina farmland is also very 
small, according to Harry Bell, 
president of the S.C. Farm Bureau. 

"Less than 1 percent of all farm
land nationwide is owned by foreign 
interests," Bell says, "and that isn't 
necessarily bad. It indicates they 
have more confidence in American 
agriculture than we do at the 
moment, that it will tum around. 

"We don't want them to take 
over, by any means, but if it is a 
reasonable competitive factor then 
it may prove to be a plus rather 
than a detriment." 

The fear of corporate takeover 
centers on the belief that if such 
ownership ever reaches the ma
jority, there will be a lack of food 
and extremely high prices. 

Patrick believes corporate owner
ship of farms would lead to dis
interested workers and eventually 
higher food prices. 

"Ifland prices drop 25 to 30 to 40 
percent, we are going to see large 
corporations buying up farmland. 
Then a lot of young people who 
want to farm will be working for a 
corporation, punching a time clock, 
working 40 hours a week," he 
explains. 

"They won't have the interest; 
they won't give it that same extra 
effort they would if it was theirs. 
Then we'll see the price of food go 
out of the ceiling." 

The farmers are mainly concern
ed, though, that there will be a lack 
of food with corporate ownership 
because, they say, farmers have to 
sell their product to survive and 

THESE OLD BOTTLES go back to the 
days when Jack Daniel made them to observe 
special occasions. 

One was for winning the Gold Medal at the 
1904 World's Fair. And another, in 1896, on 
the 100th anniversary of Tennessee statehood. 
He even had his nephew make a special 
bottle for his favorite hotel, the Maxwell 
House, in Nashville. 
But when it came to 
whiskey, Mr. Jack insisted 
on charcoal mellowing 
every drop. He was too 
good a whiskey man 
to change that, no matter 
what the occasion. 

CHARCOAL 
MELLOWED 

6 
DROP 

6 
BY DROP 

Tennessee Whiskey• 90 Proof• Distilled and Bottled by Jack Daniel Distillery 
Lem Matlow, Prop ., Inc., Lynchburg (Pop. 361), Tennessee 37352 

Placed in the National Register of Historic Places by the United States Government. 
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diversified corporations don't. 
"If it ever gets to the point where 

corporate farms get to be a pretty 
large proportion of the farming 
segment," warns Tindal, "then you 
will see the 'cheap food policy' 
disappear. 

"Corporations have the finan
cial backing to just sit on their 
products." 

Ironically, the key to the farmers' 
solution lies in the same place 
where it began-in the marketplace. 
Dry weather and high interest rates 
have only added to the problem of 
how much or how little the farmer 
gets for his labor. It is just one 
more uncertainty in an occupation 
filled with them. 

"We have the poorest kind of 
marketing system imaginable," 
comments Tindal. "We can't set 
the price for commodities. When 
we sell we have to ask What are you 
paying today?' 

"Every other industry, if costs go 
up, they pass it on to the consumer, 
but the farmer can't." 

In fact, the only thing a farmer 
can know for sure at the beginning 
of the planting season is how much 
it cost him to produce his crop. 
Patrick says the farmer has no idea 
how much his yields will be or how 
much he will get for it. 

According to Patrick, the solution 
to the problem has to begin in the 
marketplace. "The farmer is penal
ized for doing a good job because 
when we have more, it forces the 
prices down." 

So Patrick's answer is to produce 
less. The problem, he says, is not 
demand, it is overproduction. Pat
rick is pressing for a federal set
aside program that will require 
farmers to set-aside some land and 
not plant on it. They will not be 
paid not to plant, but rather, he 
says, will be able to make a fair 
profit on what they do plant. 

He says he is not in favor of a 
subsidized set-aside program, but 
rather a program that would make 
it mandatory that a farmer put a 
percentage of his acreage aside to 
prevent overproduction. 

"Let the market set the price," he 
comments. "It's ridiculous to keep 
on producing, setting records and 
losing money. We need to look at 
the bottom line." 

Patrick believes the set-aside 
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would put supply and demand back 
in line so the farmer will make a 
profit on what he does plant, 
instead of having tremendous yields 
that result in surpluses, that in 
tum, force down the prices. 

Lawson agrees with Patrick that 
a set-aside program is needed. With 
many farm product prices now 
below break-even levels, Lawson 
says the set-aside program would 
improve prices immediately. 

"Looking into 1982, it is hard to 
project a profit at present prices," 
he says. "I definitely feel we need a 
10 percent set-aside on soybeans, 
com and cotton." 

At the same time, higher prices 
for farmers does not necessarily 
mean higher prices for consumers, 
Patrick stresses. 

"The price the farmer is paid has 
very little bearing on the amount 
the consumer pays," he says. "Not 
one consumer has told me that the 
price of food has dropped since 
January 1980, but the farmer's 
income has dropped 29 percent. 

"Yet when the price of food goes 
up, most headlines say 'Price of 
food goes up because farmers' 
prices go up.' If that were the case, 
we should see the price of groceries 
go down when the farmers' prices 
go down, but we don't.'' 

In fact, the farmers' cut of the 
consumers' dollar was about 31 
cents in 1980-81. It all goes back to 
something the farmers call the 
"cheap food policy," which they say 
provides low prices to the consumer 
at the expense of the farmer. 

The recently passed federal farm 
bill is a prime example. Lawson 
says the bill will "be oflittle help to 
South Carolina farmers" because 
all of the target prices in the bill 
were set so very low that state 
farmers would go broke even with 
the government programs. 

While the farm bill is intended to 
keep farmers in business during 
hard times by guaranteeing them 
minimum-income protection, the 
minimum is too low for the farmer 
to survive. But the consumer still 
has his low prices and an adequate 
supply of food. 

"The farmers are very despon
dent with the government. not just 
now but for several years, because 
of this cheap food policy we have," 
Lawson explains. "A policy that 

provides cheap food to the con
sumer at the expense of the farmer." 

It is a situation the farmers do 
not know how to cope with because 
it is tied up in politics. 

"There are so many things we 
can't control, like politics," remarks 
Tindal. 'We are only about 4 percent 
of the population, and political 
pressures for cheap food are ex
tremely overqearing." 

Yet consumers still complain of 
high food prices, despite the fact 
that they have the best buy in food 
worldwide. The United States con
sumer spends 16 percent of his 
disposable income on food, accord
ing to United States Department of 
Agriculture figures. A Russian 
consumer spends around 37 per
cent of his income on food. 

It takes only 16 minutes for the 
average American wage earner to 
earn enough to buy one pound of 
beef, compared with 135 minutes 
of work in France and 60 minutes 
in Brazil. 

Other possible remedies for agri
culture's dilemma inch,lde develop
ment of export markets and con
centrating on dry weather crops. 

Clete Home says developing the 
Third World markets could be a 
viable alternative. The only problem 
with that is an increasing wariness 
of trade with the United States 
because of its tendency to restrict 
trade and place embargoes on food 
products. 

Smith says that the state agri
culture department is trying to 
develop markets in the Northeast 
for the state's products because of 
the relatively short trucking dis
tance. Smith says farmers are also 
moving more to dry weather crops 
and fruits after recent droughts. 

And despite everything, most 
farmers still farm and will continue 
to farm as long as they can. 

"Farming is a way oflife," Patrick 
notes. "Farmers have habitually, 
like most football teams that have 
had a bad year, looked forward to 
next year. They think next year will 
be better.'' 

"Farming is something that I've 
just always wanted to do," Phipps 
explains. "I have family ties to the 
farm. My father and my grandfather 
farmed. 

"It's something you just don't 
give up until you have to.'' lil 
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S 
parks leap off the grind
ing belt as the steel, held 
in a pair of big, rough 
hands, is ground away. 
The piece of steel gets 

hot, turning alight red in color and 
is then dunked into an old coffee 
can full of water. With a puff of 
steam and an angry sizzle, the 
metal cools down. Held in fingers 
that are cracked and burned from 
such hot work. the steel is examined 
intently by the big man practicing 
a modem adaption of an ancient 
craft. Satisfied that the grinding 
has gone well, the steel is again 
applied to the whirling grinder. 

A New England metal worker in 
a modem industrial plant? No. A 
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machinist in a Detroit car factory? 
No. Just a fellow on the outskirts of 
a mid-sized South Carolina town 
producing items in his home work
shop that have earned him national 
and international fame and respect. 

Yet, his neighbors don't know 
who he is and what he does for a 
living. But, now some of them are 
beginning to find out about George 
Herron and his work. For those 
who haven't, George Herron is 
South Carolina's premier custom 
knifemaker. 

In fact, people all over the 
country are finally learning about 
this Aiken craftsman. His fell ow 
knifemakers told the world what 
they thought of him this past July. 

At the annual show of the nationally 
respected Knifemakers Guild held 
in Kansas City, Mo., Herron was 
given the vote of confidence by his 
peers when he was elected pres
ident of the guild. This is indeed a 
high honor because the people who 
did the voting are a collection of 
the finest knif emakers the world 
has ever seen. Those people who 
know George Herron, his customers, 
friends and fellow knifemakers, 
were more than a little relieved at 
this tum of events. Herron was 
finally getting the recognition he 
has deserved for many years. 

Called the granddaddy of South 
Carolina knifemakers, Herron has 
been producing handmade knives 
commercially for more than 12 
years. During that time, most of 
the state's dozen excellent custom 
knifemakers have come to Herron 
for help. Because of his good nature 
and generosity with his time, 
Herron is one of the most respected 
and best-liked knifemakers in the 
country. In the 1981 Knifemaker 
Guild Directory, a listing of Guild 
members with information about 
each one, Herron is given credit by 
seven knifemakers for his help and 
influence on their work. 

At 6 feet 2 inches tall and well 
over 200 pounds, with the obvious 
muscular strength born from a 
lifetime of physical work, Herron is 
a rather imposing figure. Yet he is 
one of the easiest persons to get to 
know. Ask anyone who knows 
George Herron, and they will say 
that he is one of the most person
able, friendly and just plain nice 
people they have ever met. With his 
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hair turning white and a pipe 
clenched in his teeth, he has the 
type of steely blue eyes that com
mand direct contact when he is 
speaking and are at the same time 
warm and friendly. Herron is truly 
one of those people who treat you 
as if he's known you all of his life, 
from the very first time you meet. 

Although he has been making 
knives for sale for quite a while, 
Herron made his first knife more 
than 30 years 
ago at the age 
of 14. Tilat knife. 
like so many 
other first knives, 
was made from 
an old file. Now 
at the age of 49, 
Herron still 
loves crafting a 
raw piece of 
steel into a fine 
knife. 

''I've always 
been fascinated 
with knives," 
he admits. 

George Herron 

within the first hour. That told 
him something. He could make a 
living selling knives. When he got 
back from the show, he quit his job 
and went full time. That was obvi
ously a very good decision. At that 
point it took about 18 months to 
two years to get a Herron knife. 
Now he's at least seven years behind 
on his orders. He has recently quit 
taking orders at a quoted delivery 
date or price. He will put a cus-

infancy and Herron has great 
hopes for the future of the craft 
he practices so well. 

"Knifemaking · is going to grow. 
There are many customers out 
there that don't know we exist," he 
explains. "I can only make about 
one knife per million people in the 
United States per year. We haven't 
even scratched the surface." 

The 200 to 250 knives he makes 
in a good year come out to about 

one per working 
day. This is a 
rather limited 
production con
sidering all the 
people waiting 
for his knives. 
Many of his 
customers don't 
realize what 
hard, hot. dirty 
work goes into 
knifemaking. 

Growing up 
on a farm in the 
mountains of 
Franklin County, 
Ga, Herron was 
interested in 
working metal 
even as a young 
boy. He watched 

George Herron's knives are knownfor more thanjust their strength and utilityfor 
hunters. They are also objects of beauty and afauorite of collectors. 

Herron uses 
a rrethod known 
as stock remov
al to fashion 
his blades. Es
sentially this 
entails grinding 
down the bar 
steel on a two
inch belt grinder. 
When he puts 
the steel to the 
grinder and the 

his grandfather, who was a black
smith, make the sparks fly. Those 
early days evidently influenced him 
when he began searching for a 
profession. 

He came to Aiken in 1954 after a 
stint in the Army. Not long after, 
Herron began work as a machinist 
in a local plant where for 20 years 
his everyday work consisted of 
grinding and working steel. 

Like most knifemakers today he 
made his first knife for himself 
because he wasn't satisfied with 
the store-bought variety. Soon a 
friend saw that knife and wanted 
one like it. Then someone else had 
to have one. And so it went until 
Herron was making knives to sell 
on a part-time basis. 

The 1975 guild show was a 
turning point in his career. Herron 
took more than 80 knives to the 
show and sold almost all of them 
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tamer's name on a waiting list and 
when the time comes, he will get 
his knife. 

Herron goes to two shows a year. 
The guild show is a !JlUSt with 
more than 200 makers selling their 
knives. Another show he attends 
each year is held in New York City. 
It is sponsored by a group of 
prominent collectors and many of 
the top knifemakers display their 
work. Herron was able to put to
gether 49 knives for the show this 
past November. They lasted a little 
less than 30 minutes, just enough 
time to write receipts for the 
anxious customers standing in line. 
Evidently there is something to 
the custom knife craze that has 
swept the country for the past 
several years. 

Herron feels that this isn't a fad, 
but that custom knifemaking in 
this country is really only in its 

steel gets hot, his hands are only a 
fraction of an inch away from the 
whirring abrasive belt. One slip 
and a month's work can be lost 
while the deep cuts heal. Luckily, 
Herron has never really hurt himself 
practicing his craft. Years of work
ing with potentially dangerous 
machinery taught good work 
habits. 

When Herron sets out to tum a 
piece of steel into a knife he makes 
it look deceptively easy. When he 
starts grinding a blade he changes 
from a joking, friendly guy to a 
concentrating, single-purposed 
craftsman. His hands guide the 
steel with the precision of a 
machine. He can change a bar of 
steel into something that is ap
proaching a knife in about 15 
minutes. (It would take the average 
fellow the better part of a day to do 
the same.) Actually it takes many 
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hours of practice and no small 
amount of talent to turn out knives 
that have beautifully contoured, 
symmetrical grind lines. 

"All you do is grind everything 
that doesn't look like a knife and 
then you have it." the knifemaker 
grins, his ever present pipe clenched 
in his teeth. 

A great deal of testing and know
ledge of steel go into every knife 
bearing the Herron trademark. An 
avid deer hunter and fisherman, 
Herron knows what it takes to 
make a good hunting or fishing 
knife. A vast knowledge of metal
lurgy and actual field tests of all of 
the different knife steels have 
narrowed Herron's choice of steels 
down to one. Called 154 CM. it's a 
type of stainless that has all of the 
best properties for a knife. While 
being very hard and with superior 
edge holding capabilities, it is 
tough, abrasion resistant and takes 
a good finish. As an example of 
how good it really is. a Herron knife 
can cut notches into the edge of 
most factory knives. It will not rust. 
and has a polished mirror finish. 

Herron's craftsmanship, atten
tion to detail and beautiful finish 
work are what his reputation was 
built upon. Those people who know 
knives have long felt that his work
manship ranks right at the top 
with the country's finest knife
makers. Indeed his blades have 
such a high polish that some people 
ask him if they are chrome plated. 

To see his knives for the first 
time, close up. is an experience 
that the uninitiated prospective 
customer really isn't prepared for. 
Many people just sit and stare at 
his creations or hold them in their 
hand with a funny. awed look on 
their face, unable to believe that a 
knife could really be that beautiful. 

That is exactly when George 
Herron is in his element. When a 
customer visits him, the visitor 
will likely be ushered into Herron's 
living room where there will be a 
coffee table covered with a cloth. 
After the usual "nice to see you," 
the subject of Herron's knives will 
naturally come up.With the flair of 
a bullfighter brandishing his cape, 
the knifemaker will pull back the 
cloth and unveil whatever knives 
he has finished at the time. As he 
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George Herron 

modestly answers the questions 
the admiring visitor invariably has, 
the craftsman will sit back in his 
chair puffing on his pipe, the glint 
in his eye revealing his pleasure at 
the appreciation of his work. 

Other attributes that George 
Herron is known for are his fair 
prices and his honest business 
dealings. For example, unlike many 
makers, he never takes a deposit 
on any of his standard models. 
When a customer's knife is ready, 
he is notified and only then does 
he send any money. 

Most ofHerron's knives range in 
price from $95 to $500. An average 
knife with an extra or two, like a 
fancy handle material will probably 
be about $160 to $175. These prices 
may seem rather high to those who 
aren't aware what handmade knives 
are bringing these days, but they 
are much lower than what some 
other top makers charge. 

''I've always wanted to produce a 
good hunting knife for a reason
able cost," he says. 

When you consider that from 
eight to 20 hours of work go into a 
Herron knife, those prices don't 
seem very high at all. That's es
pecially true when you see what 
some rather mediocre factory 
knives are selling for today. Al
though he has always wanted to 
keep his knives in a range where 
the average outdoorsman could 
afford them, Herron estimates that 
75 percent of his production goes 
to collectors. That percentage will 
probably get higher in the years to 
come. 

Of the 14 models in his present 
catalogue and a number of others 
he has developed since the brochure 
was printed, the majority are de
signed for hunting or fishing. Most 
have blades of four inches or less, 
making them ideal for most outdoor 
jobs. Also included in his lineup 
are a number of specialty knives. 
He makes a filet knife for, as he 
puts it, "fishermen who catch 
bigger fish than I do." There is a 
special ivory handled bird knife 
aimed at the small game hunter. 
One useful small knife is called his 
trout and bird model for outdoor 
chores that don't call for an overly 
large blade. His smallest sheath 
knife is a number he calls the 
"little dude." It is his least expensive 

knife and one of the most popular. 
Several other knifemakers have 
copied it, which is flattery of the 
highest sort. 

"I don't draw too well," he says, . 
"so I just got out a piece of steel and 
designed it on the grinder." There
fore, one of his best sellers started 
out as a piece of freehand steel 
sculpture. 

Many ofHerron's customers are 
in the market for so-called fighting 
or boot knives. These blades are 
basically for dispatching a two
legged adversary. Although most of 
these beautifully finished, lethal 
looking creations go to collectors, a 
number of them wind up with 
undercover law enforcement people, 
military personnel or people in the 
cloak and dagger business. Like 
many knifemakers making knives 
during the 60's a few of his knives 
saw extensive use in Vietnam. 

The most expensive model that 
Herron makes is also the smallest, 
a folder. It is a lock back design 
which locks in its open position. 
The reason this particular model 
is the most expensive is simply 
that it takes the longest to make. 
Whereas an average sheath knife 
may require from six to 10 hours of 
work, a folding knife with a finely 
crafted locking mechanism may 
take 20 hours or more to build. 

Herron's folding knife was a 
tremendous hit with collectors 
when he introduced it a couple of 
years ago. Not only is it polished as 
nicely on the inside as the outside, 
bu tit snaps with the precision ofa 
fine double-barreled shotgun when 
it is opened. 

One thing that Herron knives 
are noted for is the fantastic 
collection of handle materials a 
customer has to choose from. 
Particularly in evidence are the 
tropical hardwoods. For example, 
coco, bolo, bocode, snakewood, 
ebony, kingwood, African black
wood, rosewood, tigerwood and a 
number of others have been used 
on his knives. Two very popular 
handle materials are elephant ivory 
and sambar stag. Mother of pearl 
has graced a few folding knives 
and makes a handle look full of fire 
and color. 

A handle material that he uses 
on a few knives is perhaps the 
most exotic of all-the rarest wood 
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-George Herron-

in the world, pink ivory. It is so rare 
it is considered a museum piece. 

Within the next few months the 
2,000th Herron knife will be coming 
off his workbench. He has made 
mostly working knives throughout 
his career, although a few bowies 
and other custom designs have 
come from his shop. He recently 
finished a reproduction of a Persian 
dagger for a customer in New York. 
A few years ago he even made an 
oyster shucking knife for his 
neighbor. 

When asked ifknifemaking is an 
art, he is honest in his appraisal, 
"The finished product is an art 
form , but it is still hard dirty 
work." 

Like most knifemakers 
today Herron made his 

.first knife because he 
wasn't satisji.ed with the 
store-bought variety. 

Indeed his hands show the 
results of such abuse. The tips of 
his fingers have deep cracks from 
handling hot steel day in and day 
out. Also, a visitor to his shop may 
notice there is very little hair on 
his arms. That's not because of 
hard work though. It comes from 
showing his prospective customers 
and visitors that h is knives really 
are sharp. A broad grin flashes 
across his face when he sees their 
reaction to one of his blades peeling 
off hair like a straight razor. 

Through all of the hard work, 
phone calls, visitors and corres
pondence, Herron gives his wife 
Barbara credit for her help. Without 
her assistance, especially now that 
he is president of the Knifemakers 
Guild, Herron would have a hard 
time getting any work done . 
Barbara is also the final inspector 
of his work before delivery to a 
customer. 

Even though Herron is called the 
granddaddy of knifemaking in 
South Carolina, he doesn't need 
any help getting around. An active 
outdoorsman, he can get to his 
favorite deer stand or fishing spot 
without any help. As a matter of 
fact, he plans to make knives for 
his satisfied customers in South 
Carolina and all over the country 
for many years to come. 1,1 
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by Sylvia Wise O'Boyle 
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S 
he pulls her body up 
straight, arching her 
back slightly, and 
stretches her arms out 
in one fluid motion, 

moving to the music as if she's the 
only one who can hear it. 

A few more sweeping movements, 
then Meg Ni)'strom suddenly stops 
to listen to the music and think 
about the next steps in her floor 
routine . With her small, even 
features and dark blonde hair 
pulled into a tight coil, the 13-year
old gymnast makes a striking 
picture as she again p~ls herself 
erect. head high, and regains the 
music's rhythm. 

The scene is almost a nightly 
ritual for Meg, who practices six 
days a week on her floor routine, 
sidehorse vault, the uneven parallel 
bars and the balance beam. She's 
like a growing number of young 
girls who are becoming involved in 
gynmastics, but she's set apart by 
an added quality that has already 
won her honors and promises to 
bring her even more. Meg has an 
extra spark, a way of handling her
self that turns physical exercise 
into lyrical movement. 

"She looks so pretty on the floor," 
says Janet Hughes Efland, her 
coach and the owner of Columbia 
Academy of Gymnastics where Meg 
trains. "You see a lot of girls 
compete, but you can really tell a 
difference when she gets out on 
the floor. 

" She combines grace with 
strength, which is what good 
gymnastics is all about," she 
explains. 

In August. Meg went with her 
coach and her parents, Paul and 
Barbara Nystrom oflrmo, to Myrtle 
Beach for the Southeast regional 
competition of the United States 
Gymnastics Federation. It was the 
first time the regionals had been 
held in South Carolina, and also 
the first time a South Carolina girl 
had ever tried for elite status, the 
highest ranking conferred by the 
USGF and a prerequisite for trying 
out for the Olympic team. 

Meg piled up enough points in 
early exercises to make her elite 
status seem certain. Then in the 
last event. the floor routine, she 
landed badly during a double back 
flip and sprained her wrist, forcing 
her to drop from competition. 
Ironically, it was the first time in 
five years of gymnastics that Meg 
had injured herself badly enough 
to sideline her. The disappoint
ment was sharp, but both Meg's 
coach and parents feel that the 
elite status is within Meg's grasp. 
All she needs now is the opportunity 
to formalize the title, and that will 
come when she gets another crack 
at the regionals this month. 

The story of Meg's growing 
interest in gymnastics and her 
success sounds almost like a fairy 
tale. During the 1976 Olympics, 
she watched the gymnastics 





routines as an 8-year-old and was 
enthralled by the intricate move
ments of Romania's Nadia Com
aneci and her fellow competitors. 
Her parents, noticing Meg's interest 
and the way she mimicked what 
she had seen, enrolled her in classes 
and started Meg on a path that led 
quickly to successful competition. 

The story is true, but it doesn't 
begin to describe the hard work 
and numbing schedule Meg has 

Meg Nystrom 

had to follow to add new skills and 
add winning edges to her old ones. 
Six days a week she comes to the 
gymnasium for three- to four-hour 
practice sessions, moving from the 
balance beam to the parallel bars, 
and then from the sidehorse to the 
broad mat in front of the mirrors 
for her floor routine. After the daily 
gym sessions, she goes home to 
work on her studies so she can 
maintain her A average at Irmo 
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is apparent in our Cloisonne series by Nulco. 
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Middle School where she's an 
eighth-grader. 

Meg's commitment and involve
ment to the sport are unusual, but 
she wasn't the only girl dazzled by 
the 1976 Olympics and the sub
sequent televised events. Helen 
Timmermans, a faculty member of 
the University of South Carolina's 
Department of Physical Education 
and a long-time gymnastics judge, 
says that there has been a 600 
percent increase in the number of 
gymnasts in private clubs, rec
reational groups and YWCAs during 
the past four years. The number of 
competing teams from these private 
organizations and recreational 
groups in South Carolina that are 
registered with the USGF has 
swelled from five to 32 during the 
same time. 

Everyone seems to agree that the 
recent televising of gymnastic 
events has helped publicize the 
sport, but the real boost seems to 
be coming from parents who are 
showing an increased awareness 
of this new dimension of exercise 
and expression for their daughters. 

"The biggest spurt came after 
everyone saw Olga Korbut in the 
1972 Olympics and it led to a 
steady gain," explains Louise Peck, 
who coaches gymnastics for the 
Florence County Recreation Depart
ment and who was one of the first 
judges in the state. "Then when 
the United States chose not to 
participate in the 1980 Olympics I 
think that hurt us, atleastasfaras 
the upper levels, because there was 
a drop in team levels. 

"But basically the new interest is 
coming from the parents, and 
particularly the mothers," she adds. 
"They're realizing that girls can do 
more than dance and that gym
nastics is a very feminine sport. 
They're also starting them younger 
now; I've got more pre-schoolers 
now than I've ever had.'' 

The little pre-schoolers can be 
especially appealing, dressed in 
their black leotards and so eager to 
please. On a typical night at the 
Columbia Academy of Gymnastics, 
as Meg and her teammates worked 
on the mats, a group oftwo-and-a
half to four-year-olds was learning 
the proper way to run up to a 
sidehorse. As each toddler's tum 
came, she would stretch her little 



-Meg Nystrom -

arms high into the air for balance, 
throw a questioning glance at the 
teacher and wait for her approving 
smile before running up to the 
sidehorse. 

While private clubs like the 
Columbia Academy are growing 
steadily, women's gymnastics at 
high school and college levels is in a 
very precarious position in South 
Carolina and is suffering from a 
variety of ailments. High school 
coaches are scrambling hard to 
find interested girls and all the 
college teams in the state have lost 
their varsity status, meaning a 
severe curtailment of funds. There 
are a number of reasons for this 
decline, most noticeably a shortage 
of gym space, qualified teachers, 
money and overall support. 

"At some of the Ys and the high 
schools, gymnasts are always 
having to compete for floor space," 
Peck points out. "In that situation, 
you fight with boys' sports, par
ticularly with basketball." 

Peck has had a successful 
competitive team at the Florence 
County Recreation Department for 
many years, but she said her 
situation is unusual because she 
has an understanding supervisor 
who allows her the time, equipment 
and floor space to work with her 
team. 

Sudie Love, a physical education 
teacher at Columbia High School 
who has been teaching gymnastics 
for 23 years, agrees that coaching 
the sport can be an uphill struggle, 
even for a teacher with a special 
love for it. 

"Schools have been suffering 
from a lack of interest among the 
students; sometimes it's just hard 
to get the girls to come out for it," 
Love says. "And then not every 
school has the right equipment or 
the right person to teach it. Some
times a coach will go to another 
school or retire, and the schools 
can't replace her with someone 
who knows gymnastics. It takes a 
lot of work and years of experience 
to know how to instruct in gym
nastics, and you have to ensure the 
safety of your students." 

Love says some coaches, faced 
with no competition among the 
dwindling number of high school 
programs, are keeping their teams 
together as clubs that occasionally 
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- Meg Nystrom-

give exhibitions and compete in 
USGF events. 

At the college level, the handful 
of colleges who had varsity pro
grams have dropped them. Furman 
University, at one time a leader in 
women's gymnastics in the state, 
phased out its varsity team this 
year when it lost its instructor. The 
program's future is in limbo. 
Clemson University and Winthrop 
College have club programs, and 
the varsity program at the Univer
sity of South Carolina ended this 
year with some bitter feelings on 
the part of many gymnasts. Ac
cording to Timmermans, also the 
USC gymnastics coach, gymnastics 
drew the second largest attendance 
of any women's sporting event, 
topped only by basketball. 

For USC's athletic department, 
the elimination of scholarships 
and varsity status was a matter of 
practicality. 

So where does a girl with Meg 
Nystrom's talent go after finishing 
high school? "Out of state," replies 
Timmermans. 'We really don't have 
anything to offer her in this state. 
South Carolina is probably the 
only state in the union not to have 
a major university with a gym
nastics team." 

It will be interesting, she adds, to 
see if the rising popularity of 
women's gymnastics at the grass
roots level, among private organ
izations, leads to more support for 
college varsity programs in the 
state. 

Meg's plans after high school are 
uncertain, but she says she would 
like to continue to compete and 
maybe teach one day. Her coach 
says that Meg could certainly win a 
scholarship to a northern univer
sity where gymnastics is encour
aged, if she chooses to go in that 
direction. 

And in the back of everyone's 
mind is the thought of the 
Olympics, the distant, almost 
unreachable goal that would bring 
an 8-year-old girl's dreams full 
circle. Meg, however, is taking it 
one step at a time. 

"Right now I just think about 
being an elite," she remarks, "then 
being one of the best in the region 
and then in the country. After that 
maybe I'll think about the 
Olympics." !,j 



How to take some 
of the bite out of your 

electric bill. 

A lot of folks are frustrated about their electric bills And we certainly understand how they 
feel After all, the cost of electricity has increased significantly But you can do something about your electric 
bill You can exercise control over it to the point wnere you can pretty well determine just how much you're 
going to pay each month 

Think of electricity as gasoline and your house as a car. The amount you pay for gasoline is 
determined by its cost per gallon and the number of gallons you use. The same principle applies to electric 
service. Only instead of gasoline, you use kilowatt hours of electricity 

The number of kilowatt hours you use each billing period is indicated on your electric bill If 
that bill's too high, you can lower it the following month by using fewer kilowatt hours. 

And in order to keep track of the kilowatt hours you're using you need to know how to read 
your meter And that's easy 

The meter has four or five clocklike dials on it And you read them from right to left If the 
, • • • 0 , , • • • • , indicator is pointed directly at a number, read that number If it's between 

' , • • , ' ' _ • • , ' numbers you read the lower Let's say your reading today is 5424, and tomor
,. , • ' ', , • ' '. , • ' ' . , • ' row your reading is 5470. You subtract the two numbers and you will find that 

5 4 2 4 you used 46 kilowatt hours in the 24 hour period 
If after a few days you see that you're using too much electricity, you may want SCE&G 

to change your thermostat setting, use less hot water or consolidate clothes washing 
In other words, reduce the number of kilowatt hours and, in the process, take some of the 

bite out of your electric bill. 
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Just an Overnight Guest 
by Eleanora E. Tate 
Dial Press, 182 pp., $8. 95. 

R
acial purity, child abuse 
and neglect and jealousy 
are strong subjects for 
children's books. But 
Eleanora Tate's first 

novel presents these issues simply 
and sensitively from a 9-year-old 
girl's point of view. 

Tate, who lives in Myrtle Beach, 
has created a brave and charming 
Southern heroine in Margie Carson. 
A children's story about a girl 
learning to share and to accept a 
stranger risks saccharine sweet
ness. Tate·has avoided this pitfall 
of writing children's literature by 
simply telling a good story. 

Margie's life is turned upside 
down when bratty Ii ttle Ethel comes 
to spend the night, and the night 
stretches into weeks. Margie re
sents 4-year-old Ethel because she 
breaks Margie's favorite shells, uses 
up all of Margie's nail polish and 
throws rocks at people. And Margie 
is jealous of Ethel, who holds 
Margie's mother's hand and calls 
her"Momma." 

There is another reason Margie 
and her sister Alberta don't want 
Ethel around. Mrs. Carson has tried 
to teach her daughters to be ladies, 
but Ethel is not a lady; Ethel is 
"trashy." She is not "clean and nice 
and regular white, or clean and 
nice and regular black-or just 
plain nice." When Margie tries to 
imagine having a real younger 
sister, she thinks, "A regular 
younger sister would be all black 
and not trashy. Her parents would 
be Momma and Daddy. not Miz 
Mary and somebody." 

Alberta has to explain that 
because Miz Mary is white, Ethel's 
father must be black. Tate presents 
the problem of Ethel's parents 
simply and without judgment by 
showing the townspeople's preju
dice against Ethel and her mother. 
and the reaction and gossip when 
the Carsons take Ethel in. 

There is a lso Mrs. Carson's 
prejudice against Alberta's boy-

friend, Billy Ray. She tells Alberta, 
'Tm not going to allow my children 
to associate with people who don't 
want to uplift themselves and their 
race and lead proper. productive 
lives." But Alberta thinks her 
mother doesn't like him just be
cause his family is on welfare. 

Tate's sharp eye for details and 
ear for local dialogue have created 
the kind of little Southern town 
where people do "talk," and where 
people are characters. 

Margie's major question is: 
When will Ethel go home? Her 
attitude toward the interloper 
changes subtly as Ethel's departure 
date recedes. and Margie learns 
more about her. Tate handles the 
subtle development of Margie's 
feelings beautifully, with a light 
touch and elegant simplicity dif
ficult to achieve. 

Margie reaches the turning point 
in her treatment of Ethel when she 
realizes not only that Ethel doesn't 
have any toys, but also that she 
doesn't have a father and has been 
abandoned by her mother. Margie 
finally sympathizes with Ethel, and 
imagines the terror Ethel feels at 
being left by her parents. Margie 
gradually begins to understand her 
own material and emotional riches 
and to share them with Ethel. 

The Carson family is close and 
warm, but Tate avoids making the 
family relationships sentimental. 
Margie's father travels, and she 
misses him when he is gone. Alberta 
and her mother fight about Billy 
Ray, and about whether Alberta 
can date before she is 15. Margie's 
mother wants her daughters to be 
ladies, but she is not above bending 
the rules for herself. Margie ex
plains. "Momma used to try to do 
needlepoint, but she said that was 
one part of being a lady she couldn't 
stand. She took up woodcarving 
instead." 

Unique characters, good dialogue, 
consistent tone and a strong story 
make Eleanora Tate's first novel a 
fine one. ~ 

Reviewed by Kathleen Witten 
Saussy. 
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Rickenbacker's 
Hillcrest Shopping Center 
Spartanburg, S.C. 
(803) 582-3346 

A
nyone who enjoys cu
linary experimentation 
would find Ricken
backer's in Spartan
burg a welcome change 

from the prime-rib-and-lobster 
circuit, both in its World War I 
flying ace atmosphere and in the 
interesting foods served. 

My companion and I happened 
onto Rickenbacker's first on a 
night we were seeking a light 
dinner and a change of pace, and 
decided the five-month-old eatery 
was an excellent value in food 
quality and price. So we decided to 
go back and try the house dinner 
specialties, which change nightly. 

We started our meal with what 
the menu labeled "appeteasers." 
My companion had baked onion 
en crock, a first-cousin to French 
onion soup, which was topped with 
seasoned toastettes and generous 
portions of Mozarella cheese. I 
ordered the stuffed mushrooms, 
and was delighted to find crabmeat 
inside each morsel. 

Salads can turn my head from 
ever returning to a restaurant, so I 
found Rickenbacker's salad a 
second reason to go back. Dark 
and light greens were mixed lightly 
with freshly cut mushrooms, cherry 
tomatoes, cucumbers, carrots, 
sweet onion and salad pepper, and 
topped with a crumbled bacon-soy 
nut combination. The house dress
ing, a red-wine vinaigrette, was 
light and enhanced the flavors of 
the vegetables. 

Our delight with the quality of 
the food was marred a bit by the 
main course. My companion ordered 
lamb chops Dijon, not because he 
had a taste for lamb but because 
he enjoys food flavored with Dijon 
mustard. The four cuts served were 
young and tender, and cooked just 
as he had ordered, but he was dis
appointed that he could not taste 
the mustard seasoning. It was 
served with mint jelly, however, 
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and he admitted that the chops 
were good, if disappointing. 

I passed over the third nightly 
special, veal Stephan, to try the 
shrimp-scallop Mornay. The 
smooth, creamy cheese sauce was 
generously filled with tenderly 
cooked scallops, but its medium
size shrimp were tough, as if 
overcooked. The dish was topped 
with melted Mozarella, which made 
it a very cheesy and rich meal. Both 
dinners were accompanied by 
crisp-tender broccoli spears draped 
in Hollandaise. 

Dinner specialties range from 
$4.95 to $11.95. 

The wine list included an inter
national sampling that should 
meet any preference, but we decided 
to try the house wine, a Robert 
Mondavi. My companion had a 
glass of the red, and found after it 
had breathed a bit that it was an 
excellent companion to his lamb. I 
chose the white, which was more 
tart than I prefer but a good wine 
nonetheless. 

Owners Randy Brewer and 

Roger Henry took a chance by 
opening the restaurant at its 
Hillcrest location, for it is the site 
at which three restaurants have 
closed in the past two years. 
Brewer blames the prior failures 
on bad management, and says that 
they consider its first few months 
promising. Part of its success may 
be because Henry owns a similar 
restaurant, Porches, in Greenville. 
Another part of its success may be 
because of its energetic, pleasant 
and very capable waiters and 
waitresses, most of whom are local 
college students. 

'We wanted to give Spartanburg 
something unique-a restaurant 
with the decor and food of an 
Atlanta restaurant, at Spartanburg 
prices," Brewer remarks. 

In this, Rickenbacker's has 
succeeded. 

The restaurant is open from 
11 :30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 to 10 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and from 
11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Saturday. ~ 

Reviewed by Peggy O'Neal. 
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IMAGINE. 
A DIESEL-POWERED AUDI 5000. 

---- ----------'----~(]]])~----------------

Suggested price $12, 100 POE Transp, local 1axcs, and dealer delivery charges add'I. Car as sho wn includes "S" package, opti onal at extra cost . 5000 Diese l n01 ava il. in Calif. 

Now there's an Audi 5000 that makes 
it easier to live the good life under today's 
conditions. 

The new Audi 5000-Oiesel. 
It has the elegance, the roominess, the han

dling and the ride that the Audi 5000 is cele
brated for, combined with the fuel efficiency 
of a 5-cylinder diesel engine. 

Consequently, the Audi 5000-Diesel will 
deliver an EPA estimated l27J mpg, and an es
timated 43 mpg on the highway. Cruising 
range is an estimated 534 miles and, on the 
highway, an estimated 851 miles before you 
have to make a fuel stop. That should make 
life a little easier. (These are the 1979 figures; 
1980 estimates not yet available.) 

Use estimated mpg for comparison. Mpg 
and cruising range vary with speed, trip 
length and weather. Actual highway mpg and 
highway range will probably be less. 

PORSCHE+AUDI 
Nothing Even Comes Close 

With its highly refined front-wheel drive, 
the Audi 5000-Diesel has outstanding direc
tional control on snow and in the rain . 

The forward engine placement (ahead of 
the front axle) pays extra dividends in cross
winds. And the Audi suspension system is 
remarkably effective in smoothing out the 
lumps and bumps and potholes that lie in wait 
these days. 

Test-drive the Audi 5000-Diesel and see if 
it doesn't do all that we say. For nearest 
Porsche+Audi dealer, call this toll-free 
number: (800) 447-4700. In Illinois, (800) 
322-4400. He can also supply you with infor
mation on leasing and overseas delivery. 

Available at these fine South Carolina dealers: 

Leroy Connon 
Porsche - Audi -

Subaru - Alfa-Romeo 
2124 Grove P.d . 

Greenville, South Carolina 

Nix 
Volkswagen -

Porsche - Audit, Subaru 
J821 West Deltline Dlvd. 

Columbia, So.ulh Carolina 

•s..11aestcd reta~ prices P.O.E. Transp., local taxes and dealer ddivcry charges 
additional. Metallic paint, additional. 
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traditional top sheet, 
blanket and bedspread 
arrangement, the 
Continental Quilt makes 
bedmaking a snap. 

Continental Quilts are 
also available in three 
different fillings: 
100 percent down, 65 
percent down to 35 per
cent feathers and 80 per
cent feathers to 20 per
cent down. Prices range 
from $99 for a feather
and-down twin-size quilt 

to $550 for an all-down 
super-king-size quilt. 
For the true 
connoisseur, there is a 
king-size eiderdown 
quilt made from the 
prized down of the eider 
duck, for $2,700. For 
more information, call 
toll-free, 1-800-631-1092 
or write for a catalog
brochure to Continental 
Quilt, Inc. 461 Route 46 
West. Fairfield, N.J. 
07006. ~ 

Specializing in 

Continental Quilts 
. decorative door 

For . ... - I acompletelineof 

practical,adJusting to Sale i _ _ _ hardware, high , 

individual needs in IL _ - · ..,.. security locks and 

A new concept in temperature ranging lllilll..,-., 18th century 

sleeping comfort is now from O to 75 degrees. Fripp Island Luxury Oceanfront reproduction gifts 

available called the The down insulation Home. 4BR, Panelled Living- The and accessories, 

Continental Quilt. A provides maximum Dining Rms w/Fireplace, 10'x20' CJJaldwf'11 CJJrass 
luxurious bedcovering warmth in the winter, Screen Porch Overlooking -L cent"' 

al 1 h Ocean. Furnished, Owner on 6.:10 Harden St/Five Points 
filled with the finest yet is so coo in t e Premises 20-23 March. Priced Columbia, S,C, 256-0997 

European goose down, summer. Under Replacement Cost at Hours: M-F 10 am - 6 pm 

the Continental Quilt is Designed as an all-in- $225,000 703-823-1893 even- Sat, 10 am -5 pm 

lightweight and one replacement for the ings. 703-931-2303 Daytime. Fine Hardwares &.Gifts 

RARE COINS • APPRAISALS 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION 

INV~STMENTS . 
STERLING FLATWARE 

CAROLINA PRECIOUS METALS, INC. 
1301 LAURENS ROAD 

PO BOX 16531 
GREENVILLE, S.C. 29607 

(803) 232-9271 

SPRINGDALE SCHOOL 
Residenr~ .and O.ay School lo, children 

With ~ifK l..e•ning Diubilities 
(Problems in Reading o, Math>-

Springd.ale School t.. muter 
levtrl cenifie-d le«Mrs illnd 
residentYII r«realion-c...,.ping 
oriented program. 

The Pilllnw110 Cil..,ion ol Ed
lK.-iofW Excellrnce ~•ded 
by the GO\.lernor. 

For Further lnfor!Ntion 
Phone or Write: 

Rich.ard W. Me.an, Ph.D. 
Roule l, Box 439 

C.amden, S.C 29020 
Telephone (81131 432-i754 

SUNBURST I 
PVC Leisure Furniture for Den, Patio, Office and Pool 
Purch- or Sell 
-Furniture of lhe future -Ground Floor opportunity 
-Maintenance free, durable -Own Highly Profitable Business 
-Finest Nylon Coated Fabrics - Distributorships Now Available 

-Choose from several 
Marketing Plans 

~\\\\II ,/;~Call or Write 

~-~ Today 
:--;;:::: :::::::::-

--- ==== 
Sunshine Industries 

P.O. Box 279 • Abbeville, S,C, 29620 • (803) 459-9298 

• ,-----._iiiiii&•----
'/ - -- --- -------. 
1 AYERS LEATHER SHOP, INC.-. 

232-1633 

Greenville , S .C. 

• Fine Leather Goods 
• Handbags, Luggage 

• Br,efcases. Wallets 

• Unusuat Gift Items 

288-2063 
Haywood Mall 29607 

232-9413 

\ Mc Alister Square 29607 201 N. Main Street 296(11 ,' 

", ... ______________________________________ ____ ____ , ~' 

Music boxes to grandfather clocks, we 
make giving more fun, unless of course you 
are receiving one of our unique gifts. 

Gifts that are forever 
from $3.25 to $5775.00. 

Come spend some enchanting time with us. 
Who knows, you may wind up being the 
giver and receiver. 

et"c'" u111911e 
(Formerly The Clock Doctor) 

THE COMPLETE CLOCK SHOP 

5100 Two Notch Road, Columbia, S.C. 754-9294 
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The Face Only A Mothra Could Love 

T
he woman seems familiar, 
but who-or what-is 
that with her? And just 
what, pray, are his inten
tions? 

Rest easy. Actress Adrienne 
Barbeau is safe in the society of the 
l].ideous, but kind-hearted, Swamp 
Thing. Besides, it's only a movie. 
For South Carolina, though, 
Swamp Thing is more thanJust a 
movie; it is another example of the 
growing use motion picture and 
commercial producers are making 
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of the Palmetto State. 
Shot last spring using various 

locations in the Lowcountry, the 
production company of Swamp 
Thing spentapproximately$1 mil
lion, about one-third of its produc
tion budget, in South Carolina on 
such things as food and lodging, 
equipment rentals, and salaries 
for local persons hired for the 
production as performers or 
technical assistants. 

While Swamp Thing is a feature 
presentation, that is to say, it will 

be shown in movie houses, most of 
the dramatic filming done in 
South Carolina has been for tele
vision. These include such made 
for television movies as A House 
Divided-Denmark Vesey 's 
Rebellion, Thin Ice and Georgia 
Peaches. Also, national advertisers 
such as Coca-Cola, Maxwell House 
Coffee, Miller Beer and Dupont, 
among others, have used South 
Carolina for filming locations for 
commercials. The Public Broad
casting System was to begin film
ing in February a 60-minute filµi 
Private Contentment, which is the 
first screenplay by North Carolina 
novelist Reynolds Price. 

While Private Contentment was 
scheduled to be filmed in the 
Midlands, the big winner in the 
location shooting sweepstakes so 
far has been Charleston and the 
surrounding Lowcountry. For 
Swamp Thing, for example, 
swamps in Berkeley County were 
used, as well as such landmarks as 
Cypress Gardens, Magnolia Plan
tation and Gardens, Fairlawn, the 
Aiken House and Hibernian Hall. 

Besides Barbeau as Alice Cable, 
others starring in the adventure
fantasy are Louis Jourdan, as the 
villain Arcane, Ray Wise as the 
scientist-hero, Alec Holland and 
Dick Durock in the title role. Nanette 
Brown of Hilton Head and Reggie 
Batts of Charleston Heights are 

§ also featured. 
~ The story for the film is this: A 
~ group of government scientists, 
~ led by Alec Holland, are conducting 

research in a laboratory in a 
swamp to find a substance that 
will improve crop yields through 
genetic manipulation. Just as 
work is completed, Arcane, leader 
of the sinister Conclave, breaks in 
to steal the formula. Rather than 
handing it over, Holland drinks it 
and becomes Swamp Thing. 
During the rest of the film, the 
creature tries to keep Arcane away 
from Alice Cable, who has fled. 

All in all, despite having a face 
that only a Mothra could love, it's 
clear that South Carolina can say, 
"Swamp Thing, you make our 
hearts sing." ILl 



WE'LL HELP YOU FIND lHE Fn: 
BEFORE YOU PUT YOUR FOOf INIO II 

Because of their increasing concern about 
the bottom line, many health benefit managers 

are investigating the giant step into self
funding. While this risk assumption 

approach has and will con
tinue to work successfully 
for some companies, you 

need to know how 
this will wear down 

the road. 

Self-funding is only one of the alternatives 
to traditional programs. We know them all be
cause we invented most of them. We would like 
to help you explore the programs that would 
benefit you, your employees and your com
pany best. 

Our business is protecting your business. 
And your costs of doing business. Talk to us. 

The One That Works. 
--- ~ 

Blue Cross 
Blue Shield 
of South Carolina 

® 

fur any business minding its own! 
Greenville- 233-1692 / Charleston 571-1823 

Columbia -788-3860 
Florence -662-0327 



You've come a long way, baby. 

VIRGI 
SLIM 

In the crush-P.roof 
purse pack. 

Warnirg, The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 

Regular : 8 mg"tar:·o.6 mg nicotine-Menthol : 9 mg"tar :' -=~- 0.7 mg ni cotine av. per cigarette, FTC Report Mar'.81 
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