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Comparatively few South Carolinians have visited the outback areas of the Carolina mountains, such as 
this mountain waterfall near the North Carolina-South Carolina line. 
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Conservation Truths 
"Conservation" is one of our most popular words, 

ranking right up with "mother", and "patriotism", 
although the latter has been smeared in recent 
years by hippies, beatniks, draft dodgers, crackpot 
students and others whose main goals in life are 
avoidance of responsibility and preservation of 
their skins. 

But many of those who toss the word "conserva
tion" around so carelessly have given little thought 
to just what it means. All too often they think of it 
as consisting of a series of "don'ts", when acJually 
it should be considered as a positive and not a 
negative philosophy. There are many definitions 
of conservation but to me it means simply the wis-
est use of natural resources for the greatest bene- • 
fit of the greatest number in such a way that the 
future supply will not be depleted or endangered. 
There may be, of course, differences of opinion 
over what is the wisest use but we won't get in
volved in that. 

In considering conservation of wildlife we must 
recognize certain basic facts , as follows: 

1. The primary obligation of the land is to sup
port the human population and when there's a con
flict between human needs and wildlife needs it's 
generally easy to predict the loser. Too often, how
ever, what we call need is nothing but greed and 
a disregard of the rights of future generations. 

2. There is a great interdependency among re
sources and what we do to one invariably affects 
others, sometimes harmfully and sometimes to 
their benefit. Every tree that is cut down, every 
stream that is dammed, every field that is planted 
and every bird, animal or fish that is harvested has 
some effect on other resources, sometimes great 
and sometimes infinitesimal. 

3. Man's use of the land is more important in 
determining game populations, at least small game 
populations, than the amount of game harvested, or 
than the amount of laws, law observance and law 
enforcement. Without suitable cover and food no 
game species can survive. 

4. The land has a definite carrying capacity and 
will support only certain numbers of the various 

(Continued on page 18) 
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A nice string of channel bass is displayed by Jim Mi ller, Thomas Edwards and Donald Barrineau . (News and 
Courier photo.) 

Saltwater Sport Fishing Gets 
More Popular Year by Year 

By CHARLES M. BEARDEN 

The popularity of saltwater sport 
fishing in South Carolina has increased 
greatly over the past ten years or so, 
and it is becoming more and more 
apparent that this form of outdoor ac
tivity is of great economic and rec
reational significance to the State's 
coastal region. In spite of its continu
ing growth, many people are not 
aware of the magnitude or importance 
of saltwater angling. 

Saltwater sport fishing in South 
Carolina is only beginning to really 
develop, and there are still many 
coastal areas which are almost un
fished at present. The State has ap-
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proximately 190 miles of coastline and 
2,876 miles of tidal shoreline. The 
total area available for saltwater sport 
fishing extends from Little River to 
the Georgia line, and from the upper 
limits of brackish water out to the 
Gulf S t r e a m. Offshore, from the 
beaches to the 100-fathom curve, al
most 10,000 square miles of water are 
accessible to private and party boats. 
South Carolina is fortunate to have a 
wide variety of marine habitat types, 
including vast networks of saltmarsh 
creeks, brackish-water rivers, large 
sounds, long stretches of sandy beach, 
and an extensive, unexploited offshore 
region. 

A great diversity of fishes are found 
in the States's marine waters, and 
about 400 species are presently known 
to occur here. At least 70 of these are 
considered game fish and are com
monly caught by anglers. Generally, 
there are three major groups of salt
water game fishes found along this 
coast: 

( 1) Inshore species found in tidal 
streams, sounds and close to the 
beaches. Some of these fish are resi
dent species found here all year, while 
others are migratory. The major spe
cies sought by anglers are sea trout, 
channel bass ( red drum), black drum, 
king whiting, spot, croaker, sheeps
head and Hounder. Others include 
striped bass, shad, cobia, tarpon, 
mackerel, pompano, bluefish, shark, 
sea catfish and tripletail. 

( 2) Off shore migratory s p e c i e s, 
seldom found close to shore except 
when young. These fish are taken by 
private and charter boats, primarily 
from May to November, although 
many species are found year round 
well offshore. The most important 
members of this group are spanish 
and king mackerel, tuna, dolphin, jack, 
wahoo, barracuda and billfish ( marlin 
and sailfish). 

( 3) Bottom fishes usually found off
shore, often on rough bottom and reefs 
and around wrecks. These fish are the 
staple of the large party or "head" 
boats. The most often caught fishes of 
this group are black sea bass (black
fish), snapper, grouper, porgy and 
grunt. 

Almost every method known to ang
ling is employed in the saltwaters of 
South Carolina, from cane pole fishing 
for sheepshead to off shore trolling for 
blue marlin. Basically, there are three 
major types of fishing along this coast: 
bridge and pier, shore, and boat 
fishing. 

Pier fishing is very popular along 
the northern part of the coast. Twelve 
piers are located in the Grand Strand 
area from Cherry Grove Beach to 
Pawley's Island, and three piers are 
located in Charleston County. Prac-
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tically all of the inshore species of 
fish mentioned above are caught from 
piers, with the exception of shad and 
striped bass. Bridge fishing is engaged 
in from many of the highway bridges 
which cross saltwater, although it is 
most popular in the southern part of 
the State. In some areas, particularly 
near Beaufort, fishing catwalks have 
been constructed to facilitate this type 
of angling. Fishes most often sought 
by bridge fishermen include cobia, sea 
trout and sheepshead. 

Shore fishing is engaged in all along 
the coast. The principal type of shore 
fishing is surf casting from the beaches 
for channel bass, drum, whiting and 
other species. Another type of shore 
fishing is done from the banks of tidal 
inlets and streams, and this is a popu
lar family recreation near resort areas. 

Boat fishing is the most popular 
type of saltwater angling. Inshore, 
smaller outboard boats are primarily 
used in tidal streams and close to the 
beaches. The major fish species sought 
are spotted sea trout ( winter trout) , 
channel bass, flounder, cobia, spanish 
mackerel, bluefish and striped bass 
( rockfish). Farther offshore, larger 
boats engage primarily in trolling for 
mackerel, dolphin, billfish, etc., and 
bottom fishing for black sea bass, 
grouper and snapper. 

Party boat fishing has grown rapidly 
in popularity during the past few 
years, and at present, more than 40 
of these vessels operate out of the 
State's ports. Two major types of 
party boats, "charter" and "head" 
boats, operate along the coast. Char
ter boats are those which charge a 
fl.at boat fee of $80 to $200 per day, 
usually carrying about 6 people. Head 
boats charge on a per person basis, 
the usual fee being $8 to $12 for daily 
blackfish trips, or $20 for Gulf Stream 
trips. As many as 100 people may be 
carried on a single trip by some of 
the larger head boats, although 40-50 
people is the average. 

Charter boats fish primarily for 
spanish and king mackerel, dolphin, 
billfish, and other "surface" fish. The 
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The boat and the attire of the anglers, as well as the nice dolphin being brought in make this picture look 
like a Florida promotion shot but actually it was taken off Georgetown while they were fishing in the George
town Billfish Rodeo . Left to right : Di ck Blencowe and Billy Buck of Columbia and Marshall Farmer of Green
ville . 

usual method is trolling with natural 
baits and artificials. Head boats fish 
chiefly for offshore bottom fish such 
as black sea bass, snapper and 
grouper, although dolphin, amberjack, 
etc., are frequently taken while drift 
fishing aboard these vessels. 

The season for party boat fishing 
normally ext en d s from mid-April 
through, November. A few boats may 
operate during the winter months also, 
since off shore bottom fishing is ex
cellent all year round. 

Offshore fishing in South Carolina 
is still relatively unexploited, and 
much virgin fishing territory is avail
able to party boats. According to most 
skippers, our offshore fishing ranks 
among the best in the United States. 
A wide variety of game fish species, 
over 60 in all, are commonly taken 
aboard South Carolina charter and 
head boats. 

Most party boats furnish practically 
everything that the angler may re
quire, including bait and tackle. Many 
head boats also provide lunch and 
soft drinks. Experienced captains and 

crews are always anxious to assist the 
angler in every way possible, and do 
their best to ensure a successful trip. 
Quite often, the angler's catch of fish 
may equal or exceed the value of the 
trip fee, but in any event, the experi
ence itself makes party boat fishing 
more than worthwhile. 

The principal centers for party boat 
fishing are Beaufort, Hilton Head Is
land, Charleston, Georgetown, Mur
rells Inlet and Little River. 

Normally, two charter boats operate 
out of Beaufort, and three operate 
from Hilton Head Island. Information 
on charter boats in this area can be 
obtained from the Beaufort County 
Chamber of Commerce, P. 0. Box 
910, Beaufort. In the Charleston area, 
four head boats and three charter 
boats are usually in operation. These 
boats dock at the Municipal Yacht 
Basin on Lockwood Boulevard and at 
the Mount Pleasant Marina. Up to 
date information on party boat fishing 
in this area can be obtained from 
the Charleston Trident Chamber of 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Crow Thrives Despite Persecution 
The crow, as he thrives despite 

harassment and persecution, is a per
fect refutation of the theory that 
crime does not pay; and the more you 
come to know him, the better you 
come to like him. There is something 
attractive about this black brigand 
with his raucous voice, wary eyes 
and swaggering manner. 

Actually, there are three kinds of 
crows in South Carolina: the eastern 
crow, Cornus brachyrhynchos brac
hyrhynchos; the southern crow, Cor
vus Brachyrhynchos paulus; and the 
fish crow, Corvus ossifragus, the last 
found only along the coast. There's 
little difference, however, in either 
their appearances or their personali
ties. 

I've always had a liking for the 
crow and he has contributed some 
pleasant memories afield, usually 
when he did not know he was being 
observed. Most of my close observa
tions of the crow have been in eastern 
Richland county, where last fall crows 
gathered by the tens of thousands to 
feed on the pokeberries that had 
sprung up on land cleared for pine 
planting by a pulpwood company. 
There were several hundred acres 
that had been cleared during the 

• previous winter and planted in little 
pines with, as usually happens, the 
pokeberry bushes coming up in pro
fusion. The crows must have been 
migrating for there couldn't have been 
that many in the county. They'd flock 
to the cleared land by the thousands, 
eating the berries and even breaking 
off the branches to carry into the 
neighboring pines. ( This proves the 
hardiness of the crow, as the poke
berry plant is poisonous. ) 

While this gathering was still in 
full force, I spent the night at a near
by cabin and got up before day to try 
the bass. It was a foggy morning and 
the crows were crossing the pond at 
low level on their way from their 
roost, wherever it was, to the feeding 
ground. For ten or fifteen minutes 
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This wary character has few friends but use$ his sharp eyes and keen mind to avoid danger, and flourishes 

while more desirable birds decline in numbers. (Photo by Leonard Lee Rue.) 

there was a steady but rather ragged 
string of crows streaming across the 
pond through the early morning mist. 
Evidently the mist kept them from 
making me out as they did not flare 
as they flew over the boat. All the 
while they kept up low-pitched and 
sleepy-sounding conversations with 
each other. 

I'd had the opportunity some years 
earlier at this same pond to watch and 
study crows, this in the summer time 
after the young had come off the nest 
and started faring for themselves, al
though still getting advice and train
ing from their parents. I'd quite often 
spend the night at the cabin and, in 
addition to filling up the feeders for 
the small song birds, would throw out 
stale pieces of bread for the crows. 

Although I am a good sleeper in 
town, I'm glad to say that I'm usually 

up around sunrise down the country, 
as that is when you make some of 
your most interesting observations. I'd 
sit just inside the front door so I 
could not be observed and as the 
dawn started breaking the crows 
would gather in the pines across the 
pond. Their main topic of conversa
tion was evidently discussing whether 
or not it would be safe to fly across 
and pick up some bread, particularly 
in view of the car parked alongside 
the cabin. While the conversation 
continued, one crow would start 
sneaking along the near shore from 
the head of the pond, stopping silently 
in every tree. When he'd reach the 
open place in front of the cabin he'd 
suddenly swoop down, pick up a 
piece of bread and fly screaming 
across the pond seeming to say: "Caw, 
caw. Caw, caw. Look how smart I 
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am." The other crows would strike 
up an admiring chorus and in a few 
minutes the routine would be fol
lowed by another crow until all the 
bread was gone, when the flock would 
disperse. 

It was in this same area that I first 
learned the vocal repertoire of the 
crow. Late one afternoon I parked 
the car several hundred yards from 
the cabin, hoping that in the morning 
the crows would think the cabin was 
untenanted and would act more na
turally. I wasn't disappointed when 
shortly after "fus light" the crows ar
rived. Seeing no car, they had no 
fear, feeding deliberately and not fly
ing off with each piece of bread. All 
the while they carried on a constant 
and rather melodious conversation. 
These low-pitched calls were far dif
ferent from their usual raucous voices. 
One I recall as a kind of "cow, cow, 
cow," like a cross between the cooing 
of a dove and a slowly-paced gobble 
of a hen turkey. Then there were some 
drawn-out calls and a couple of most 
appealing ones that would have done 
justice to a wood thrush. All in all it 
was a most pleasant hour, as I waited 
until they had cleaned up all the 
bread before coming out, as I did 
not want to alarm them and thereby 
ruin future watching sessions. 

One of the most interesting and 
puzzling examples of crow behavior 
I've witnessed was on the shore of a 
lake in Berkeley County, where a pair 
of ospreys was nesting. One of the 
ospreys had been sitting on a dead 
limb for some time, either resting or 
waiting for a fish to swim near the 
surface, when a crow lit only a few 
feet away and started up a conver
sation. That's what it was, a conver
sation, even though a one-sided one 
as the osprey kept a dignified silence. 
In the ten or fifteen minutes I 
watched them the crow uttered about 
every crow sound I'd ever heard, ex
eept the alarm call, ending up with a 
loud and defiant, "Caw, caw, caw" as 
he finally flew off, as much as to say, 
"O.K. If you don't want to talk to 
me the hell with you." 
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The crow ' s hatred of the great horned owl and his loyalty to other crows is taken advantage of by crow 
hunters, who put this stuffed owl near the edge of some woods and placed a crow they had bagged earlier 
in front of it. In a few minutes the crows came thronging in. 

A typical scene of the late spring 
and summer is to see a crow being 
bedeviled by a kingbird, or occa
sionally some other small bird. The 
little gladiators are really fearless, 
darting at the crow's head and peck
ing away until the harassed intruder 
flees their home territory. You can't 
really blame the little birds, as the 
crow is a great robber of nests, eating 
both eggs and fledglings. 

On the other hand, crows quite 
often attack, or pretend to attack, one 
of the soaring hawks. ( I've never 
seen any attack on a Cooper's or 
sharpshinned hawk, possibly because 
these are not hawks of the open field.) 
Only last week I saw a couple of 
crows pestering a big red-tailed hawk, 
which kept up its methodical soaring 
without paying too much attention to 
his tormentors. I did notice that the 
crows did not press their attacks, 
stopping their swoops before there 
was any actual contact. It was like 
a couple of little dogs barking at a 
big dog that had come into their 
neighborhood, the little dogs keeping 
their distance while trying to convince 

themselves of their bravery, and also 
showing off. 

It's a different story with owls, or 
at least the great homed owl that the 
crows so fear and hate. Whenever a 
crow locates one of the big tufted-ear 
killers he'll summon every crow in 
hearing and they'll make the owl's 
life miserable for the rest of the day. 
Come nightfall, however, a c r o w 
may be taken from his roost by the 
silent killer. The crow's understand
able hatred for the horned owl is 
often his downfall, for a stuffed owl 
is a most effective decoy for bringing 
crows into range of the gun. 

The larger hawks will also kill an 
occasional crow and a stalking fox or 
wildcat may catch one feeding on the 
ground, but outside of man they have 
few enemies. 

Now as for the crow's habits, start
ing off with his diet. He's an omni
vorous feeder, eating insects, small 
birds and their eggs, small mammals, 
carrion, beetles, small snakes and 
amphibians, caterpillars, as well as 
fruits, berries and some cultivated 

(Continued on page 14) 
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This beautifully-marked but deadly timber rattlesnake is ready for trouble . A close cousin, the canebreak 
rattler, is found in the Low Country, while the timber rattler is more of an upland snake. (Photo by Leonard 
Lee Rue.) 

Rattlers and Mocassins are 
Responsible For Most Bites 

Males between the ages of 5 and 
19 have the highest rates of poisonous 
snakebites, according to studies by 
Dr. Henry M. Parrish, professor of 
community health and medical prac
tice at the University of Missouri 
School of Medicine. 

The snakebite season which began 
in April will reach its peak in July 
and August and then taper off in 
September. These are the months 
people · are more active outdoors and 
also when snakes are more active. 
These facts are taken from the writ
ings of Dr. Parrish and co-authors on 
poisonous snakes found in the United 
States. Dr. Parrish is author of 150 
papers on poisonous snakebites pub
lished in various medical and scien
tific journals. 

Dr. Parrish conducted a national 
survey of venomous snakebites in
cluding all states except Alaska and 
Hawaii, which have no native poison
ous snakes. He estimates that 6,680 
persons are snakebitten annually in 
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the United States but only 15 fatally. 
The World Health Organization has 
estimated that throughout the world 
30,000 to 40,000 people die annually. 

Only about 10 percent of the 
snakes native to the United States 
are venomous. These are all of the 
pit viper family except the coral 
snake. 

The pit vipers, which are respon
sible for 99 percent of all poisonous 
snakebites in the United States, are 
rattlesnakes, cottonmouths and cop
perheads. A poisonous pit viper is 
so called because of a deep pit lo
cated between the eye and nostril. 
With close observation one can dis
tinguish ellipitical pupils and two 
well-developed fangs which protrude 
from the upper jaw when the mouth 
is open. 

Harmless snakes do not have facial 
pits or fangs but have teeth and 
round pupils. The coral snake is the 
only U. S. poisonous snake that has 
round pupils and lacks facial pits. 

States having the highest poisonous 
bite rates per 100,000 population are, 
in order, orth Carolina, Arkansas, 
Texas, Georgia, West Virginia, Missis
sippi, Louisiana and O k 1 a h o m a. 
Northeastern states have fewest re
ported bites-Minnesota, Vermont, 
New Hampshire, Connecticut, Dela
ware, Maryland, Rhode Island and 
New York. 

Rattlesnakes are responsible for the 
most bites, followed in order by cop
perheads, cottonmouths and coral 
snakes. 

The severity of a poisonous bite is 
dependent on many factors: 

Age, weight and condition of the 
victim-Poisonous snakebites are most 
serious in children and animals be
cause the smaller size increases the 
ratio of units of venom injected to 
units of body weight. Also they are 
more serious for older people. 

How soon treated-A delay of 
several hours or days in seeking medi
cal treatment is one of the principle 
contributing factors in fatal bites. 
Most patients who die do so 12 to 24 
hours after being bitten. 

Nature of bite-A poisonous snake 
occasionally will inflict a fang wound 
which does not result in venom pois
oning because not enough venom was 
deposited. Dr. Parrish estimates that 
about 25 percent of the bites by 
poisonous snakes are without enough 
venom to be dangerous. He said for 
this reason some people believe they 
are immune to snake venom. There 
is no natural immunity but individ
uals do vary in response to a snake
bite due to tissue make-up. 

Toxicity of venom-Venom is as 
toxic in smaller as larger snakes al
though the amount of venom pro
duced varies. The Eastern and West
ern Diamond Rattlesnakes are espe
cially dangerous for they grow 6-8 
feet long, have larger fangs and pro
duce greater amounts of venom than 
smaller rattlers and copperheads. The 
cottonmouths also are more danger
ous than copperheads, which are 
smaller. There are few fatalities 
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among people adequately treated for 
copperhead bites. 

Dr. Parrish said that drop-for-drop, 
the coral snake's venom is more lethal 
than a rattlesnake's. But since the 
coral has short fangs and produces 
only a small amount of venom, only 
20 percent of its bites have any effect 
on victims. 

Many think that bites on the face 
and body trunk are more serious. But 
statistics show this is not true, Dr. 
Parrish said. Most human bites ( about 
96 percent) are on the extremities
foot, leg and hand. 

Dr. Parrish suggests that if a person 
is bitten, the snake should be killed 
and brought along to the hospital in 
order to assure identification. Other
wise, accurate diagnosis of pit viper 
snakebites depend on the signs and 
symptoms which develop. 

If the snake were a pit viper, 
usually three of these four signs are 
present: fang puncture-also there 
may be teeth marks, local pain
which is intense and persistent, local 
swelling-becoming progressive, and 
local inflammation-redness becoming 
progressive. 

Symptoms which may develop later 
in serious bites include shock, nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea, muscular twitch
ing or convulsions, numbness and 
prickling or itching sensation, motor 
and respiratory paralysis and external 
bleeding. These symptoms would not 
develop if the snake were non-poison
ous. 

If swelling and redness have not 
occurred within four hours following 
a bite, it is reasonably safe to assume 
that the bite was not from a poisonous 
pit viper snake. 

In general no treatment should be 
made if these signs are absent. If the 
local signs are present, first aid treat
ment should be administered. 

A constricting band, or tourniquet, 
should be applied lightly to the in
volved extremity several inches above 
the bite. The band should be tight 
enough to stop superficial venous and 
lymphatic flow, but not tight enough 
to stop arterial circulation. 
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This mother timber rattler rears back ready to defend her young, which were born only a few hours earlier. 
The rattler is viviparous, meaning it gives birth to l'iving young, while most of the non-poisonous snakes are 
oviparous, laying eggs. 

Release the band every 10-15 min
utes for a minute or two. 

The band shou1d be advanced to 
keep just ahead of the swelling for 
the purpose is to impede the spread 
of venom until incision and suction 
(LS.) can be used or antivenin can 
be given. I.S. is effective in removing 
venom up to one to two hours after 
the bite. The sooner it is used, the 
larger the amount of venom can be 
removed. Suction should be used for 
about one hour. Oral suction may be 
used if suction cups are not available. 
There is little chance of becoming 
poisoned if the venom is swallowed. 

Incisions 1/ 4 inch long and 1/ 8 
to 1/ 4 inch deep should be made 
over the fang punctures. 

Immobilization aids in limiting the 
spread of venom. If one must decide 
between immobilization and seeking 
prompt medical treatment, the latter 
should be chosen. 

If a person is alone when bitten, 
he should apply a tourniquet and use 
LS. for 15 to 30 minutes and then 
use any means to get prompt medical 
attention. 

If a person can get medical atten
tion within one hour after a poisonous 
pit viper bite, he should not use LS. 
but should wait and let the doctor do 
it. Physicians have antivenin, a serum 
extracted from horses, to neutralize 
pit viper venom. Recently a snake 
antivenin has been produced in this 
country. 

Between 1950 and 1959 only two 
snakebite deaths were inflicted by 
coral snakes. 

Dr. Parrish said that any patient 
who has a coral snakebite which 
breaks the skin should be admitted to 
a hospital for 48 hours. It is difficult 
to determine which victim will de
velop serious poisoning because often 
there is a delay of several hours be
fore symptoms appear. If hospitaliza
tion is delayed until symptoms occur, 
the case-fatality rate is high. 

No research confirms that LS. is 
effective treatment for coral bites; on 
the other hand, no one has proven 
that it is of no value. Therefore, LS. 
is recommended as first aid treatment. 
The bite should be thoroughly washed 
beforehand. Coral snakes inject only 
a drop or so of venom and any venom 
on the skin might get into the inci
sion. 

Venomous snakes found in the 
states and District of Columbia: 

None-Maine, Alaska, Hawaii. 

Rattlesnakes .. only - New Hamp
shire, Vermont, Montana, Idaho, Wy
oming, Utah, Nevada, Washington, 
Oregon, California, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Colorado, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota. 

Copperheads only-Delaware, Dis
trict of Columbia. 

C01'al and rattlers-New Mexico, 
Arizona. 

(Continued on page 20) 

7 

• 



• 

Here's Casey as he trees in a Barnwell county swamp. (Photo by Darrell Holt.) 

World Champion Coon Dog 
Owned by Carolina Man 

By DARRELL HOLT 

OOWOO!!! OOWOOO!!! 
AARRUUFF!!! YEOW!!! 

The spine-tingling chorus of the 
coon dog pack in full cry reverberated 
through the February night. I'd been 
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coon hunting before, but this hunt 
was something special with a special 
dog-Casey, Jim Mathis' Treeing 
Walker that had recently won the 
World Night Coon Dog Champion
ship at Oblong, Illinois. 

Earlier in the evening we had re-

leased Casey and three other coon 
dogs on the edge of a Barnwell 
County swamp. It wasn't too long be
fore they had struck a "hot" trail, 
worked out the line and were off. 

South Carolina has some of the best 
coon hunting in the nation and, along 
with some of the best dogs, some of 
the most dedicated coon hunters. 
Their wives pref er the description 
"crazy." Besides Mathis, there were 
Hugh and Skipper Still, Milton Smith, 
Larry Ballinger and myself. 

We followed the dogs for a com
paratively short time, wading through 
mucky swamp mud, fighting thumb
thick briars and clinging vines and 
branches, when the tone of the pack 
changed and Mathis called out: 

"Sounds like Casey has treed . Yep, 
he's sure chopping." ( The real 'coon 
hunter can tell from the voice of his 
hound whether it's on a hot or cold 
trail, how close the dog is behind the 
'coon, and when the dog trees. ) 

After a little more brush~busting we 
were at the foot of an ancient red oak, 
surrounded by frantic dogs, who were 
baying fiercely, and rearing up against 
the trunk of the tree. Lights were 
shined up the tree and the coon was 
located, peering down from the crotch 
of a large branch. 

First dog at the tree and making 
the most and loudest noise was Casey, 
who did the same thing to win the 
World Championship. He whipped 
440 dogs from 30 states; dogs from 
strains such as Plott, Blue Tick, Black 
and Tan, and Red Bone. Casey not 
only won the championship with the 
highest total points ever compiled in 
the contest, but he was the youngest 
dog ever to win the event, being only 
two and one-half years old. 

To show that the win was no fluke, 
Casey has been entered in only eight 
competitive hunts and has carried 
away the honors in five, and has never 
finished lower than fifth. 

Some time back Mathis started his 
search for a coon dog that would meet 
his rather strict specifications. He had 
tried or closely inspected 46 dogs be-

(Continued on page 14) 
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Poor Year for 
Duck Hunters 

By HAROLD M. STEELE 
Federal Game Management Agent 

The waterfowl picture in South 
Carolina during the season just 
passed was, in general, one of disap
pointment for most hunters. 

At the time of the Midwinter 
Waterfowl Survey in January, the 
overall duck population showed a 
decline of some 20 per cent from the 
populations of a year ago, while the 
goose population had declined some 
25 per cent. Weather and water con
ditions generally were more favorable 
than they had been for the past three 
or four years and food generally was 
abundant, but "choice" ducks such as 
the Black Duck, Gadwall, Widgeon 
and Pintail failed to appear, despite 
the unusually cold weather that pre
vailed during much of the season. 
Mallards were about the same as last 
year overall but remained concen
trated in one or two relatively small 
areas rather than spreading out over 
their usual wintering habitat. 

The only bright spots in the season 
were the abundance of Wood Ducks 
and Green Wing Teal, the latter ap
pearing in greater numbers than for 
many years and staying in the area 
throughout the season. Hunters in 
many areas who have, in the past, 
let the "small" ducks go by to take 
the larger species found themselves 
in the position of having little or no 
choice in the species available. 

Despite the decline in ducks dur
ing the season the persistent hunter 
had little trouble in bagging ducks. 
The "occasional" hunter, however, be
came discouraged rather easily and 
as a result hunting pressure declined 
considerably during the last weeks of 
the season. 

Even with the population decline, 
the South Carolina waterfowler has 
greater opportunity throughout the 
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season to take a bag of ducks of his 
choice than do his neighbors to the 
north and south, since the state still 
continues to winter more of the 
choice "dabbling" ducks than any 
other state on the Atlantic Flyway. 

While we continue to maintain a 
sizeable population of wintering 
ducks, the Goose picture is not at all 
good. The Flyway population of Can
ada Geese is probably the highest 
in years, but changes in agricultural 
practices on a wide scale, coupled 
with several unusually warm win
ters, seems to have resulted in a 
heavy "interception" of birds in the 
Delaware-Maryland area, and the 
Geese just aren't coming this far 
down the flyway. Comparable de
clines are noted in such previously 
famous areas as Mattamuskeet in 
North Carolina while heavy increases 
in wintering birds are noted farther 
north-an estimated half-million Can
ada Geese wintering in the Delaware
Maryland area. 

What the future of the Canada 
Goose will be in South Carolina is 
most uncertain at this time. Wintering 
flocks in the State have declined from 
a 1964 high of some 44,000 birds to 
12,400 during the January survey 
this year. 

The above report is based on fig
ures resulting from the State-wide 
Midwinter Waterfowl Survey and 
from the continuing Weekly Popula
tion Reports from the National Wild
life Refuges in the State, coupled 
with field observations and reports 
from U . S. Game Management 
Agents, South Carolina Conservation 
Officers, hunters and cooperating ob
servers. 

---:SCWRC---

Prospects Better 

At most prairie points, particularly 
in the southern portions, snow on the 
isrcund and available for run off as of 
March 1, 1969 was the deepest it has 
been at any comparable time in the 
past decade. According to Ducks Un
limited. Above normal rains of last 

summer and fall have provided a 
good frost seal and this will allow the 
melting snow to run into the pot
holes and sloughs instead of soaking 
into the ground. 

Indications are at this time, given 
just average spring weather, that the 
1969 spring water conditions will be 
better than they have been for many 
years and certainly much better than 
in 1968, when many ducks overflew 
the prairies because of poor water 
conditions. Breeding results were gen
erally disappointing on the northern 
marshes. 

Many factors affect breeding suc
cess and it is too early to forecast 
how well the birds will do once they 
reach Canada. However, water con
ditions are an important prerequisite 
to nesting success and at least this • 
factor seems assured. Our outlook 
at this time can thus be described as 
"optimistic". 

---SCWR1,;-----
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Department biologi sts say this black bass would al
most certainly have set a state record if it had been 
caught, instead of found in this condition on the 
~hares of Lake Murray . Guesses as to its weight ran 
as high as 18 pounds . 

----SCWRc-----

Most birds such as warblers and 
thrushes travel by night and feed by 
day. Ducks and geese travel either 
by day or by night. 

The cat, particularly one half 
starved, is one of the greatest en
emies of birds, especially of the 
young. 
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You think of beautiful flowers as going with 
fertile land but actually some of our most 
beautiful flowers of the spring and summer 
are found on sandy soil. All these pictures 
were taken on what would be called "rather 
sorry" land in Richland and Lexington coun
ties. They are only a few of the flowers found 
through the woods of the midlands, others 
including the crab apple, wisteria, yellow 
jessamine, several varieties of violets, shad 
blow, grandfather greybeard and many others. 
( Photos by Finlay. ) 

Spring • ,n the Sandhi/1s 
Prickly pear, cactus , Opuntia compressa 

Mountain laurel, Kalmia latifolia 
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Dogwood, Comus fiorida 

Pink honeysuckle or wild azalea, 
Rhododendron mudifiorum 
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This is a typical successful catfish farming operation, this one in Tennessee. (S.C.S . photo.) 

Catfish Farming Has Promise For South 
Catfish farming, a new multi-mil

lion dollar agricultural enterprise, is 
opening up economic opportunities 
for many people in the southern 
United States, it is pointed out by 
the Soil Conservation Service of the 
Department of Agriculture. 

This is real fish farming-planting, 
feeding, harvesting and marketing the 
fish on a scientific scale-and not just 
turning ·loose some catfish in a farm 
pond and charging a fee for fishing. 
Farmers, who in the past planted a 
few catfish in their farm ponds, are 
discovering that with a little manage
ment they can raise a profitable crop 
of fish every year. Some of those who 
have gone into commercial catfish 
farming are producing as much as 
1,200 to 1,600 pounds of fish per acre 
of water with net returns of from $70 
to $250 per acre. 

There is, as far as we know, only 
one catfish hatchery in South Caro
lina-the Wadboo Hatchery at 
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Moncks Corner, owned and operated 
by Clyde D. Umphlett and Dr. K. G. 
Pennington, both of Moncks Corner. 

They started operating in March 
of 1968 and have already sold 130,000 
fingerlings from the hatchery, the 
selling price being a penny an inch. 
They say they could have sold three 
times as many fingerlings if they had 
only had them. 

The fingerlings went to persons 
who wished them for stocking their 
fishing ponds and to other persons 
who wished to raise them for eating. 

The catfish, primarily the channel 
and blue species, are m a r k e t e d 
through fee fishing, restaurants, fish 
m a r k e t s and processors. Farmers 
either purchase or raise their own 
fingerlings and stock them in larger 
ponds in early spring. The fish are 
fed a high protein pelleted food 
throughout the season and are ready 
for harvest in the fall at weights of 
from one to two and one-half pounds. 

Some farmers keep them on feed for 
another year and market them at two 
and one-half to four pounds. 

SCS technicians have helped many 
farmers throughout the South with in
formation on selecting pond sites, de
sign, and construction and on the 
management requirements needed to 
successfully raise catfish. They point 
out to prospective fish farmers that 
operation on a commercial scale takes 
a sizable investment and demands 
managerial skills. 

The typical catfish farm consists of 
about 20 acres of surface water di
vided into about eight ponds ranging 
from one to four acres in size, al
though a few large scale farmers have 
as high as 400 acres under water. 

At present there are more than 20 
million pounds of catfish on feed 
throughout the southeast and frozen 
food processors are eying markets out
side the South for a product they feel 
will compete with other foods. 

SOUTH CAROLINA WILDLIFE 



Six Are Killed 
In S. C. Hunts 

There were eight fire-arm accidents 
while hunting in South Carolina dur
ing 1968, six of which were fatal. 
Compared to other states with com
parative numbers of licensed hunters 
and hunting conditions, this total is 
low but all of the accidents were 
avoidable and carelessness was pres
ent in each case. The main cause of 
these accidents was simply a lack of 
knowledge of basic gun handling. In 
only one instance was the victim mis
taken for game. 

In an attempt to reduce these hunt
ing tragedies, the South Carolina 
Wildlife Resources Department offers 
as a public service a course in Hunter 
Safety. Information on this training 
may be obtained by contacting the 
Hunting Safety Officer, South Caro
lina Wildlife Resources Department, 
P. 0. Box 167, Columbia. 

Conservation officers of the Wildlife Resources Department are available to conduct hunter safety courses 
and here an officer supervises a couple of Boy Scouts. 

The following is a break~down on 
hunting acidents for 1968: 

Total Hunting Accidents 8 
Fatal 6 
Non-fatal . .. . . . .. . 2 
Type of Guns Involved: 

Shotgun 
Rifl.e 

6 
2 

Type of Game Being Hunted: 
Squirrel 4 
Defil .... ... 2 
Duck . . 1 
Other . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Self Inflicted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
By Others 3 

Dogs Have More Sense Than Some People 
Dogs have more sense than people, 

or at least some dogs have more sense 
than some people, particularly bird 
hunters. A perfect example of this 
occurred in mid-February, the week
end that brought sleet, snow and 
generally miserable weather to much 
of the State. 

I'd gone to bed early Friday night, 
planning to pick up a friend around 
7 o'clock and head down toward some 
good bird country in Clarendon 
county. The alarm went off at 6 
o'clock and after putting on a pot of 
coffee I went out in the back yard 
to let the dogs out of their pen. Al
though the weather man had pre
dicted some slight precipitation, I 
was rather surprised to walk out into 
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a fairly hard fall of mixed sleet and 
rain. 

May, an optimistic extrovert who 
wou1d go happily and tailwaggingly 
through the gates of Hell for a chance 
of pointing a covey of birds, was 
whiningly eager to go, and went 
charging down to the backyard gate. 

June, however, who thinks more of 
her comfort and perhaps considers 
her mature years, acted much differ
ently. Instead of rushing out from 
her house, she poked her nose out ex
perimentally, looked up at me as if 
to say: "Man, you're crazy," and 
then retired behind the curtains of 
her warm home, sweet home. 

So May and myself went on in the 
house and after I'd finished break-

fast and scraped the ice off the wind
shield we started out, May droolingly 
happy and I rather dubious. The 
sleet and rain kept falling harder and 
harder and I turned on the radio to 
hear that it was expected to continue 
through the day. So I pulled into a 
diner at Five Points, called up my 
hunting partner and suggested we 
call it off. He took a hurried trip out
side to check the weather and agreed. 

I saw him that night and he ad
mitted that he'd decided to go any
way but had not found a covey. To 
prove how sensible I am, I did not go 
until that afternoon, when I put out 
several buckets of feed for the birds 
and stumbled across one covey. 

E.F. 
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Crow 
( continued from page 5) 

crops. Early every morning you'll find 
some along the super-highways, feed
ing on animals car-killed during the 
night. 

In Canadian provinces they are 
great destroyers of duck eggs and 
along the coast they may eat the eggs 
of water birds. There's no doubt that 
they destroy some quail and doves 
nests, but not enough to be a serious 
factor. 

They nest in all kinds of trees but 
big pines are their favorites, a big, 
crudely-constructed nest holding from 
four to six eggs. The eggs hatch after 
around 18 days of incubation, the 
young usually taking their first flights 
in about five weeks. 

As I said earlier, I have a kind of 
soft spot for the crow, and have the 
feeling he'll still be following the 
nefarious pattern of his life when 
many more popular and admirable 
birds have vanished from the picture. 
E.F. 

----SCWR1...----

Coon Dog 
(Continued from page 8) 

fore he purchased Casey, descended 
from a long line of Kentucky Treeing 
Walkers. 

Mathis is president of the National 
Night Hunters Association and is also 

• an official of the Grand American 
Raccoon Hunt held each year in 
Orangeburg. Recently 353 dogs par
ticipated in the hunt with 23 states 
represented as far away as Wyoming 
and New Hampshire. 

Casey and other dogs in the 
Orangeburg area are not entered in 
this event, because officials of the dog 
feel that this would be like a woman 
deciding which is the most beautiful 
baby in a contest in which her baby 
was entered. Looks, however, don't 
win a coon hunt in S. C., it's dogs like 
Casey. 

---~SCWR<,;----

Bird houses do a great deal to at
tract birds in the spring when they 
are beginning to nest. 
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Here are the winners in two of the four classes of the field t rials of the Edisto Brittany Club at Medway 
Plantation in January. In the top picture, left to right, are: Marcelle T. Bell and the Amateur Gun Dog winner, 
Kaymore ' s Dappled Desire ; the second place dog, Rendevouz Huck, handled by Fred Wood; and the fourth 
place dog , Duke of Panama , handled by George Little. The third place dog , Buroville Hay-Boy was absent 
when the picture was taken. In the back ground are the two judges, Carrol l and J immy Godwin of Lake City. 
In the bottom picture are the Open Derby winners : Rapaluke ' s King of Hearts, handled by Jane Tompson, 
Guifford ' s Midge, handled by Phil Morehouse; Mack of Ha nahan , handled by Tom Gibson ; and Friday 
Farm Rocket, handled by John Tompson. ( Photos by Wongrey.) 

First Sanctioned Trials For 
Brittanys Held at Medway 

The first sanctioned Brittany field 
trials ever held in South Carolina 
were conducted January 18-19 on the 
Spring Grove Shooting Preserve, a 
part of historic Medway Plantation. 

There were plenty of quail, too 
many in the opinion of some hand
lers, and the gallery had good oppor
tunity to watch some excellent dog 
work, despite rainy weather through
out the second day. 

The Puppy Stake on Saturoay was 

won by Dolly of March Creek, hand
led by Perry McIntire, while the All
Age was won by Sky Sam, handled 
by John Tompson. 

The Open Derby on Sunday morn
ing was won by Rapaluke's King of 
Hearts, handled by Jane Tompson, 
while the Amateur Gun Dog event 
went to Kaymore's Dappled Desire, 
handled by Marcelle T. Bell. 

Judges for the event were Carroll 
and Jimmy Godwin of Lake City. 

Sm.rrH CAROLINA WILDLIFE 



South Carolina Conservationists Honored 

Here are the top conservationists of t he State for 1969, th e pictu re being taken 
at the an nual banquet of the Wi ld life Fed eration. Left to rig ht: Frank P. Nelson, 
Wildlife Conservationist of the Year; Maxie Gates, Soil Conservationist; C . W. 
Ma tthews, Jr., Water Conservationist; E. Milby Bu rton, Co nservation Educator; 
B. A. Jorgensen of t he Sears- Roe buck Compa ny ; Jo hn Drayton Hopkins, Jr., 

Youth Conservati on ist; Wa lter Ahearn, Forest Conservationist; F. Julian LeaMond, 
who acce pted the Legislative Conservationist award for his father, Rep. Julian 
LeaMond; Robert Sargent, Communications Conservationist; and Ray Brandt, US 
Forest Service who accepted the Conservation Organization award for his agency. 
( Photo by Won g rey.) 

The State's top conservationists of 
1968 were honored in Columbia Feb
ruary 15 at the annual Governor's 
Achievement Program for Conserva
tion, at which Thomas Kimball, ex
ecutive director of the National Wild
life Federation, made the principal 
address. 

The memorial plaques were pre
sented by Governor Robert E. Mc-

Nair, assisted by Wayne Seal, while 
F. Bartow Culp, chairman of the Ac
hievement Program Committee, pre
sided. Chairman Clyde A. Eltzroth of 
the Wildlife Resources Commission 
introduced the special guests and 
Mayor Lester Bates welcomed the 
guests to the city. 

The annual program is devoted to 
efforts to arouse and maintain interest 

in the proper utilization of natural 
resources by giving recognition to 
persons and organizations doing most 
to preserve the air, soil, water, for
ests and wildlife. 

It is sponsored by the Sears-Roe
buck Foundation under the auspices 
of the National Wildlife Federation 
and the South Carolina Wildlife Fed
eration. 

Duck Hunters Tested On Identification 
Michigan duck hunters, participat

ing in a pilot testing and training 
program at the state's Rose Lake 
Wildlife Area last fall , showed a 
willingness to improve their skill in 
identifying waterfowl and to upgrade 
hunting quality, according to the 
Wildlife Management Institute. Hunt
ers had to pass a waterfowl identifi
cation test before receiving permission 
to hunt at Rose Lake. 

Of the 170 hunters taking the ini
tial waterfowl identification test, 20 
percent passed with at least a grade 
of 70 on the first try. This substan
tiates findings elsewhere that many 
wildfowlers do a poor job of distin
guishing the different species of water
fowl. 

Of the participating hunters failing 
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the initial test, most showed signifi
cant gains in identifying duck species 
when tested again following instruc
tion using museum specimens, colored 
slides, and live birds. More than half 
Of the participating hunters failing 
their first try succeeded in passing 
the test after the limited training 
period. 

The Rose Lake hunter-qualification 
trial produced several desirable re
sults in the field. Hunting pressure 
was reduced early in the season and 
contributed to better quality hunting. 
Compared to previous years, shooting 
at high-flying ducks was minimal, 
fewer shots were fired per bird bag
ged, crippling loss was lower, less 
lead was scattered in the marshes, 
and the average bag per hunting trip 

was the highest ever recorded. 
A post-hunting season questionnaire 

showed that a majority of hunters 
favored the concept of qualifying to 
hunt. Of the shooters that passed the 
waterfowl identification test, 95 per
cent supported the testing and train
ing system as did 71 percent of those 
who failed the exam. More than 65 
percent of a nonparticipating group 
of hunters favored the concept. 
Further evaluation will show if the 
testing and training program holds 
promise elsewhere for selective hunt
ing of individual species of waterfowl. 
Ability of sportsmen to identify the 
various species of waterfowl under 
field conditions is the key conserva
tion factor in present-day duck hunt
ing regulations. 
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Saltwater Fishing 
(Continued from page 3) 

Commerce, L o ck w o o d Boulevard, 
Charleston. 

Three charter boats operate out of 
Georgetown, from the Nautica Sport 
Fishing Center and the Gulf Auto 
Marina. Also in Georgetown County, 
Murrells Inlet normally has at least 
two charter boats and about six head 
boats. Details on these boats can be 
obtained from the Georgetown Cham
ber of Commerce, Georgetown. 

The northernmost party boat center 
in South Carolina is at Little River, 
near the North Carolina line. Eleven 
charter boats and four head boats 
operate from this port. Information 
on these boats may be obtained from 
the Greater Myrtle Beach Chamber 
of Commerce, Myrtle Beach. 

In addition to the party boat fishing 
details, information on boat rentals, 
piers, accommodations, fishing areas 
and facilities can be obtained from 
the above mentioned sources. 

As has been mentioned, saltwater 
sport fishing is only beginning to de
velop in South Carolina. The South 
Carolina Wildlife Resources Commis
sion and the Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism have taken 
an increased interest in saltwater sport 
fishing in recent years, and are very 
much involved in the promotion and 

" development of the coastal sport fish
eries. Local and national news media 
have also been involved in publicizing 
saltwater sport fishing in South Caro
lina and have greatly stimulated pub
lic interest on a wide scale. Presently, 
there are more than seven major salt
water fishing tournaments being held 
on a regular basis along the coast, and 
all have been tremendous successes to 
date. 

Recent surveys indicated that, in 
1968, approximately 174,000 South 
Carolinians were substantial partici
pants in saltwater sport fishing. This 
figure would be increased consider
ably if occasional anglers, children 
under 12, and non-residents were 
included. 
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Pier fishing is fun and tens of thousands of visitors to t he beach spend happy hours on the many piers that 
dot the coast. 

The economic importance of salt
water angling in the State becomes 
obvious if one looks at boat, motor 
and fishing tackle sales as well as the 
pier, party boat and marina businesses 
up and down the coast. During 1968, 
there were over 40 party boats which 
operated out of South Carolina ports, 
including 15 large bottom fishing 
("head") boats carrying an average 
of 31 persons per trip, and 30 charter 
boats which engaged primarily in off
shore trolling. 

There are presently 15 ocean fishing 
piers along the South Carolina coast 
which account for an estimated aver
age of 200,000 fishing trips by anglers 

annually. It is also presently estimated 
that more than 15,000 private boats, 
ranging from small outboard types up 
to large offshore sportfishermen of as 
much as forty feet in length are used 
for saltwater angling. 

The above mentioned details give 
some indication of the significance of 
saltwater angling here, and it should 
be emphasized that saltwater sport 
fishermen play an important part in 
the coastal tourist trade. Conserva
tively, it is estimated that over 15 
million dollars is spent each year by 
anglers directly on saltwater sport 
fishing in the State. 
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The future outlook for saltwater 
sport fishing in South Carolina is ex
cellent, and increased development is 
expected. Although the potential of 
the saltwater sport fisheries is great, 
the need for adequate research and 
management should not be over
looked. Increasing fishing pressure, 
pollution, h ab it a t destruction and 
harmful fishing practices, both sport 
and commercial, can have a tremend
ous effect on both the quality and 
quantity of the future marine sport 

fish catch. Also, the demands and 
needs of saltwater anglers for new and 
improved facilities, including access 
areas, boat ramps, piers, bridge cat
walks and fishing reefs, are increasing 
at a rapid rate. Only through proper 
research and management can the 
future of saltwater sport fishing in 
South Carolina be assured, and such 
programs should go hand in hand 
with development if we are to realize 
the full potential of our saltwater 
sport fisheries resources. 
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This tusker killed on a deer hunt in Beaufort county 
last fall could rip up a deer hound without trouble . 

Records Sought For South Carolina Fish 
Having often wondered why no one 

had ever taken the trouble to estab
lish and maintain the records on South 
Carolina fish, I've finally decided to 
take on the task myself, with the help 
of Department personnel over the 
State. 

The ground rules will be simple. 
The fish must be weighed and meas
ured in the presence of Department 
personnel and, in the case of a fish 
where there might be a question of its 
identity, it must be identified by a 
fisheries biologist of the Department. 
This will be absolutely necessary in 
the case of bluegill bream, as there is 
often confusion with the shellcracker. 

It will also be necessary for the two 
crappie, the black and the white, and 
for largemouth and smallmouth bass. 

Here are the present records for 
South Carolina fish, at least those we 
have in the Columbia office, which 
we'll recognize until they're broken: 

J ackfish or eastern pickerel, Esox. 
1'eticulatus-six pounds, caught by 
H. F. Avinger of Elloree in Lake 
Marion, January 10, 1962. 

Channel cat, Ictalu1'us lacustris, 58 
pounds, caught by W. H. Whaley of 
Moncks Corner in Lake Moultrie, July 
7, 1964. 

Black crappie, Pomox.is nigro-macu
latus-five pounds, a North Carolina 
angler in Lake Moultrie in 1957. 
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White crappie, Pomoxis annula1'is
five pounds, one ounce, Mrs. H. F. 
Owen of Columbia in Lake Murray, 
March 6, 1949. 

Striped bass, Roccus saxatilis-fifty
five pounds, Tiny Lund of Cross in 
Lake Moultrie, January 29, 1963. 

Bluegill bream, Lepomis macrochi
rus-since there is so much confusion 
with the shellcracker bream, Lepomis 
microlophus, we are wiping off the old 
records and starting out afresh, so 
send in your entries. 

Largemouth black bass, M ic1'opterus 
salmoiaes-16 pounds, two ounces 
from Santee-Cooper, in 1949, exact 
time, place and catcher unknown, or 
rather misplaced by the editor. 

Warmouth, Chaenobryttus golosus, 
one pound, two ounces, Cooper River, 
May 18, 1968 by Robert L. Joyner. 
(Incidentally, this is the third world 
record for South Carolina, the others 
being the channel catfish and the 
black crappie, all from the Santee
Cooper area.) 

Smallmouth bass, M icropterus do
lomieui-no official record. 

Brown trout, Salm o tr u t t a-13 
pounds, four ounces, caught by Julian 
Addis of Walhalla in the Chauga 
River, July 27, 1961. 

Other fish in which we are inter
ested are yellow perch, white shad, 

carp, white bass, brook trout, rainbow 
trout, mudfish and redbreast. 

Note: We're sorry but we can't 
accept records based largely upon 
memory. The editor remembers that 
for years he told of catching a five
pound jackfish in a certain Richland 
county pond and then came across an 
old clipping in which he described 
catching the fish, a four-pounder. 

-E.F. 
---SCWR1..,----

S. C. Conservation 
Camp June 1-7 

The 1969 South Carolina Conserva
tion Camp will be held June 1-7 in 
Camp Forest at Cheraw State Park, 
according to Director Darrell Holt. 

The camp, which is sponsored by 
the Garden Clubs of South Carolina 
and the South Carolina Wildlife Fed
eration, teaches the campers the value 
of natural resources and their inter
relationships. Trained instructors, ex
perienced in various fields, give 
courses on soil, waters, forests, and 
wildlife. 

To be eligible to attend the Camp, 
fourteen or fifteen year old students 
who are either rising freshmen or 
sophomores are selected by a spon
soring organization for their interest 
in natural history and the out-of
doors. 
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'' Captain John • 1 McClellan is presented a certificate for meritorious service in the management area hunt 
program by Supervisor Ray Brandt of the U. S. Forest Service . 

''Captain 
Honored 

John'' McClellan 
For Long Service 

By DAVE DEVET 
U. S. Forest Service 

For the last 23 years the most fa
miliar face to most hunters on the 
Francis Marion National Forest has 
been that of "Captain John" Mc
Clellan, whose jovial manner, court
esy, helpfulness and friendship has 
been contagious to all hunters. 

Captain John was quick to inform 
hunters of good stands in the forest. 
He taught them how to skin their 
deer. He tracked their wounded 
game. He did all he could to make 
the hunters visiting the Waterhorn 
and Wambaw hunt units as welcome 
and as happy as possible. Whenever 
Captain John was in checking station, 
an air of cheerful expectancy and 
joviality prevailed. 

During the off season Captain 
John supervised the maintenance of 
permanent wildlife openings, assisted 
the conservation officers, and helped 
make the National Forest a better 
habitat for wildlife. To many hunters 
he was the South Carolina Wildlife 
Resources Department. He projected 
an excellent image. 
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To the U. S. Forest Service person
nel managing the National Forest he 
was an excellent cooperator and a re
liable friend who helped them take 
care of the forest resources. 

Although Captain John recently re
tired from the Department, he still 
helps out during peak hunting per
iods at the various check stations on 
the Forest. 

Last December while busily en
gaged in helping some hunters skin 
their deer at the Honey Hill check
ing station he was met by Supervisor 
Ray W. Brandt, who is in charge of 
the National Forests in South Caro
lina, and was presented a certificate 
for meritorious service on behalf of 
the U. S. Forest Service. The cer
tificate read "In grateful recognition 
of 23 years of service as a wildlife 
management cooperator, conserving 
and rebuilding the resources of water, 
timber, wildlife and recreation on 
the Francis Marion National Forest". 

The U. S. Forest Service is indeed 
grateful to be able to work with such 
excellent cooperators as Captain John 
McClellan of McClellanville. 

Conservation 
(Continued from page 1) 

species of birds and animals . The 
periods of greatest species abun
dance coincide with the times of 
greatest food abundance, and 
hunters take mainly the surplus 
that could not survive the period 
of low food supply. 

5. Wildlife, particularly small 
game, has a terrific annual mor
tality and a terrific reproduction 
potential. Of the three or four 
dozen young rabbits produced 
by a pair of adults during the 
year only three or four will be 
alive next summer, but that's 
enough to provide a huntable 
surplus the next fall. 

6. The most basic fact of all is 
that people are a lot harder to 
manage than wildlife and wild
life management is largely people 
management.-E. F. 

---SCWRv----

BIRGER'S BIRDS by Birger Roos, Golden 
Press. Rockefeller Center, New York 
20, N. Y. Pages 20. Price $1.50. 

You might think that a book of 20 pages 
of drawings, practically no text, and a price 
of only $1.50 is not worth considering, much 
less reviewing. But I think that any book 
that brings at least a smile or mild chuckle 
for every page is worth reviewing, if only 
to recommend it to persons willing to pay 
$1.50 for a couple of laughs. I admit every
one will not like the books, but for those 
who don't I can only say their sense of 
humor is different from mine. 

SOME NORTH CAROLINA FRESH WA
TER FISHES, a joint publication of 
the State Museum of North Carolina 
and the N. C. Wildlife Resources Com
mission . Order from the Museum Ex
tension Fund, Box 2281, Raleigh, N. C. 
27602. Pages 50 and 36 color painting 
of food and game species native to the 
state. Cost 40 cents. 

The text for each of the species contains 
description, distribution, life history and 
fishery importance. The art work is by 
Duane Raver and the text by Federic F . 
Fish. 
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Research 

at 

Dirleton 
Banding of ducks is an important part 

of waterfowl management and the infor
mation gained is used in determining regu
lations and learning more about migration 
patterns. These pictures were taken at 
Dirleton Management Area where several 
hundred ducks were banded after the sea- • 
son, as many as 175 at one shot. Top left : 
W. E. Jayroe, biologist aide, loads one of 
the cannon used in firing the net over the 
ducks, which are lured into the baited area. 
Center: After ducks start coming in the 
cannon is fired, sending the net out over 
the ducks, some of which can be seen 
entrapped while others fly away. About 20 
ducks, mostly teal were caught on this shot. 
Bottom Left: Brock Conrad, project leader 
at Dirleton, removes a teal from the net. 
Bottom right: Conrad places a band on 
the teal's leg while examining it for condi
tion. ( Photos by Upton. ) 



Commission 
Position on Dams 

The following policy statement was 
adopted by the Wildlife Resources 
Commission prior to the April 2 hear
ing before the House Agriculture and 
Conservation Committee on a reso
lution opposing a system of dams and 
locks on the Congaree river. 

So that there can be no misunder
standing regarding the position of 
the Commission, the policy as 
adopted reads: 

"The striped bass of Santee-Cooper 
are one of the State's most important 
wildlife resources, on the basis of 
both recreation and economic value. 
This great resource is now threatened 
by proposals for the construction of a 
series of locks and dams between 
Columbia and the confluence of the 
Congaree and W ateree rivers. 

"The position of the South Caro
lina Wildlife Resources Commission, 
based on several years of profes
sional study of the striped bass and 
its spawning requirements, is briefly 
as follows: 

( 1 ) The dams and locks will block 
the striped bass from their spawn
ing grounds. Ninety-six percent of the 
spawning occurs in the Congaree 
river. 

( 2 ) Unless the eggs are kept in 
• motion a sufficient length of time for 

hatching, they will settle to the bot
tom and die. The three dams would 
create pools of still water and thus 
the eggs will not be kept in motion 
as is vi'i:ally necessary. 

( 3 ) Proposed straightening of the 
channel will remove as estimated ten 
miles of the river. Each single river 
mile is vital to successful hatching. 
Time, water temperature, and water 
movement are basic requirements for 
the successful hatching of eggs. 

"Therefore, the South Carolina 
Wildlife Resources Department is op
posed to any project that will pre
vent, retard or impede the movement 
of fish and/ or fish eggs which will 
destroy or endanger the striped bass 
fishery." 
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If you don ' t think catfish will grow in commercia l ponds take a look at the size of these fish being weighed 
at a Arkansas pond. (S.C .S. p hoto .) 

World Striper 
Tourney Set 

The Fifth Annual World Cham
pionship Landlocked Striped Bass 
Fishing Derby will be held on San
tee-Cooper April 28-June 22 with 
$10,000 in prize awards. 

There will be weekly and grand 
prizes in the striped bass, largemouth 
bass, crappie and bream divisions. 

In addition, the following will be 
awarded: 

1. Grand prize winners in each di
vision will receive a trophy; 

2. Fishing and other equipment will 
go to second and thiiid-place winners: 

3. Certificates of Official Recogni
tion will be awarded for catches of 
striped bass weighing upwards of ten 
pounds; 

4. The grand prize winner in the 
striped bass division will receive ad
ditionally the "Arthur Smith Trophy"; 

5. A "Santeeland Trophy" will be 
given to the angler who has traveled 
the greatest distance to register the 
largest striped bass. 

Rattlers 
(Continued from page 7) 

Rattlesnakes and copperheads
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con
necticut, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Iowa, 
Nebraska, Maryland, West Virginia. 

R a t t l e r s, cottonmouths, copper
heads-Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, Vir
ginia, Tennessee, Kentucky, Okla
homa. 

Rattlers, copperheads, cottonmouths 
and corals - Mississippi, Alabama, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, Florida, 
Georgia, South Carolina, North Caro
lina. 

---:SCWR(.;----

Bird migration has for centuries 
been one of the mysteries of the world 
and still continues to be. Why birds 
do this we do not know. Many theor
ies have been advanced, none of 
which has proven satisfactory. 

Plumage of biiids sometimes differ 
with different sex and sometimes it 
changes in the spring to summer 
plumage and in the fall to winter 
plumage. 
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Sprinr;; Jime Crappie 

These two feminine anglers are thrilled by their string of big Santee-Cooper crappies. The world record 
black crappie of five pounds came from Santee-Cooper. 
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A spotted fawn, only an hour or so old, gets on to his shaky legs for the first time. (Photo by Leonard Lee 
Rue.) 


