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The Congaree below Columbia was high, as were the spirits of these two anglers after bringing in this nice 
catch of striped bass. The striper run up from Santee-Cooper this spring was the best in several years and 
tons of stripers were caught. 
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Learned At Last 
Being rather tired of writing editorials on the beau

ties of nature and the duties of conservationists, I will 
take up another important subject-the proper use of 
a most effective but often misused lure for catching 
bass. 

The lure is the plastic worm, which over the past 
few years has left uncounted numbers of weeping 
widows and starving orphans throughout the bass 
population. When the worms first hit the market some 
years ago and word of their effectiveness spread, I , 
like many other anglers, stocked up on them and my 
tackle box "ranneth over" with worms of various sizes, 
textures and colors. But like many other hopefuls I 
soon became discouraged. I'd get plenty of nibbl~s but 
my hooking average was very poor. I knew what the 
trouble was-I was fishing the worms too fast and also 
not giving the bass sufficient time to get the lure down 
his gullet into hooking territory before striking. But 
years of plug fishing, where instant reaction is most 
important, had conditioned my reflexes to the point 
where I automatically struck hard at the first sign of 
activity on the other end of the line, usually, snatching 
the worm from the bass' mouth. Finally I gave up 
on the worms and went back to plugs and spoons, and 
the :8.yrod. 

I hadn't used a worm in over a year until one after
noon early this spring I came up to the bank of a pond 
and saw a fellow unloading six or seven nice bass, and 
this in a clear-water pond where I'd never been able to 
catch bass except after dark or on cloudy days with a 
"riffie" on the water. Without trying to appear too in
quisitive, I noticed that he had a purple worm with 
red tail on his rod and, like a true fisherman, remarked, 
"Oh, I see you're using the old purple and red worm. 
That's a good one. I use it all the time." 

I was at the tackle store the next morning stocking 
up on purple worms with red tails and that afternoon 
was down at the pond-and after half an hour had had 
only one bite. Finally the reason dawned on me. It 
wasn't the color as much as the method-I was fishing 
the worm too fast. 

I again cast out the worm and, to remove my hands 
from temptation, stuck them in my pockets. After a 
minute or so there was a light twitch on the line and it 
started moving off. There was no resistance as the bail 
had been left disengaged and the worm had been 
moved 20 or 30 feet when the line stopped. I reared 
back and was fast to a bass of a couple of pounds. 

In the hour before dark I boated six more respec
table-size bass and lost one really big one that kept 
taking line against the drag. And all of them were 
hooked after letting the unweighted worm sink slowly 

(Continued on Page 13) 

1 

• 



.. 

An American Tragedy-Fate of the Buffalo 
By PACK BRYAN 

Franciso Vazquez Coronado could 
not believe his eyes, for as he and 
his retinue of a thousand horsemen 
rode out of the Peace River Valley 
and onto the Staked Plains in 1540, 
the land was black with herds of big 
animals. They stretched across the 
North Texas prairie as far as the rid
ers could see. Bison. Thousands upon 
thousands of them in herd after herd. 

The Spanish explorers had known 
of these native North American wild 
cattle from Cortez' reports of twenty 
years earlier, and had seen some in
dividuals and small herds on the way 
up from what is now the Mexican 
border. But nothing had prepared 
them for the sight of the Great Cen
tral Herd-a group of animals so 
vast that it was labeled almost geo
graphically-and the spectacle was 
overwhelming. Coronado's journalist, 
Pedro de Castenada, struggled for 
words, then described them as, '1ike 
the fish in the sea." In two years on 
the Great Plains, searching for the 
golden Kingdom of Cibola from Ari
zona to Kansas, the expedition was 
never out of sight of the herds of 
bison. 

At that time, the American bison 
( not a buffalo at all really; our word 
"buffalo'' apparently comes from the 
French boeuf s, meaning bulls) oc
cupied . an area stretching from the 
Blue Mountains of Oregon to the 
eastern slope of Appalachians in New 
York, and from northern Mexico to 
Great Slave Lake in Canada. 

Some authorities separate the bison 
into three sub-species - the wood 
bison of the North and East, the 
plains bison of the central prairies, 
and the mountain bison of the Rocky 
Mountain foothills. Others, however, 
insist that all are the same animal, 
and that the differences are environ
mental. 

2 

The wood bison-or the buffalo of 
the northern and eastern forests
were larger and less prone to form 
large herds than their prairie counter
parts. A really big wood bison bull 
can stand six feet at the shoulder and 
weigh over 2,500 pounds; a cow 
weighs less; around 1500. A plains 
bison bull seldom exceeded a ton in 
weight; cows averaged 800 pounds. 
Big, enormously strong, truculent, and 
surprisingly quick on occasion, the 
buffalo could not be domesticated, 
but offered a handy source of meat, 
hide, sinew, bone and horn that was 
a great convenience to the early set
tlers and a staff of life to many Indian 
tribes. 

After Coronado, every explorer, 
hunter or trapper to cross the plains 
brought back almost unbelievable 
tales of the numbers of buffalo he 
saw. C. H. Townsend, in 1830, re
ported an eight-mile-wide valley filled 
rim to rim for ten miles by a single 
solid mass of the animals. Luke Voor
hees told of riding 200 miles through 
a series of herds that stretched as far 
as he could see from horseback. A 
party on the Arkansas River in Kansas 
estimated one herd at 25 miles wide 
and 50 miles long-and guessed the 
number of animals at four million. 
Cavalry General Philip Sheridan and 
a party of officers rode the 100 miles 
from Fort Dodge to Fort Supply 
through a solid herd of buffalo. Asked 
to estimate their number, his officers 
guessed as high as ten billion, but 
agreed that such a figure was ridicu
lous and reduced the estimate to 100 
million. 

The number of buffalo that roamed 
the Great Plains was never counted, 
or even estimated with any accuracy. 
The great herds reported by pioneers 
could hardly have spread across the 
entire continent, but were probably 
migrating groups, not samplings of 
the overall coverage. Modem esti
mates, made long after the herds' 

decimation and admittedly very con
servative, put the number of bison at 
their peak of 60 million. 

And no one will ever know, now, 
for the white man came and killed 
them. 

For centuries, the bison had with
stood many natural enemies-drought, 
fire, blizzards, rivers and cliffs, the 
many natural predators that followed 
their movements and Indian hunters. 
The herds were remarkably free of 
disease. Spectacular numbers died, 
but the vast heI'ds remained un
changed. A herd of 100,000 were 
killed in one night near Cheyenne 
Well, Wyoming, when they stam
peded over a cliff in a blizzard. A 
herd broke through river ice in the 
Qu'Appelle Valley in Canada, and 
drowned buffalo floated past one spot 
downstream for three days. 

The Indians killed buffalo with 
prodigal unconcern, but they used al
most all the animal, and their own 
weapons and numbers weren't enough 
to dent the astronomical numbers in 
the herds. Predators took a daily toll, 
but the wolves and coyotes and other 
camp followers took the old and the 
weak and the stragglers, thereby as
suring better stock through survival 
of the fittest-ever the role of the 
natural predator in any ecology. 

But then came the ultimate preda
tor-modern man. 

As the settlers moved westward 
through the rolling hills and forests 
east of the Mississippi, they made the 
bison nearly as much a staff of life 
as did the Indians. Through their lean 
early years of homesteading, the white 
man hunted the bison, partly for food 
and robes and partly to get them off 
his farmland. Through the East, he 
killed off the buffalo ahead of him at 
a rate of about ten miles a year. Then 
he reached the open plains and the 
Great Central Herd. 

The very number of bison on the 
prairies was their undoing, for they 
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gave the impression of infinite mun
hers and unending supply. They were 
a dangerous nuisance to the settlers, 
partly because of their size and tru
culence, but mostly because of their 
vast numbers. 

Buffalo, for instance, love to scratch 
against a rough sUlfface-just like 
cattle. But there were so many buf
falo that they wore boulders smooth 
and barked and killed trees. They 
disrupted early communications by 
rubbing down miles of telegraph 
poles; putting spikes on the poles 
only made them more popular. One 
settler inadvertently built his log 
house on the path to a salt lick. An 
itchy herd passed on the way to the 
lick, lined up at the house, and rubbed 
it to pieces in a few hours. 

Horsemen hated the deep wallow
ing holes and "fairy rings" the herds 
left on the prairie ( the latter a ring 
worn through the thin topsoil by 
bulls forming a defense ring to pro
tect calves against wolves), for they 
started sand blowouts and were a 
hazard to horses and wagons. Most 
dangerous buffalo trait was the tend
ency to stampede. Tens of thousands 
of stampeding animals wrought awful 
destruction when they met a wagon 
train or settlement or a herd of cattle. 

Perhaps the buffalos' worst sin in 
the eyes of many men was their value 
to the Indians. The settler knew that 
every buffalo killed was one less to 
feed, house and clothe an Indian 
family. At least one territorial govern
ment encouraged killing buffalo "for 
removing the agricultural nuisance 
and destroying the Indians' commis
sary." 

The Louisiana Purchase and the ex
plorations of Lewis and Clark and 
Zebulon Pike, all in the first ten years 
of the Nineteenth Century, started 
the first real movement west, as hunt
ers, trappers, traders and the military 
crossed the last rivers and entered the 
plains in numbers. 

By 1810, the settlers had gradually 
eliminated almost all the buffalo east 
of the Mississippi; by 1820 they were 
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practically extinct east of the Great 
Plains. 

In the middle 1850's, however, the 
great buffalo hunts began, some for 
meat in quantity; others simply for 
sport. Names of great hunters began 
to emerge, and reputations were based 
on the number of buffalo a man 
could kill. Kit Carson and Alexis 
Codey were two of the best known; 
both hunted meat for Army camps. 

After the Civil War, the move west
ward began in earnest. New Army 
camps, using professional meat hunt
ers, began taking a big toll among 
the herds. The bison was gaining 
commercial value. 

Then the railroads came to the 
prairies. They hired hunters to supply 
buffalo meat to their construction 
camps. New names appeared, as Billy 
Tilghman, William F. ( Buffalo Bill) 
Cody, and others began to take their 
toll of the wild cattle. But the rail
roads' real contribution to the prairie 
slaughter was in providing a means 
of getting to the hevds, and of ship
ping meat, hides and bones back 
east. In doing so, they made buffalo 
hunting a profitable commercial ope
ration. 

Whole teams of hunters and skin
ners moved into the plains, and any 
sporting aspect of buffalo hunting 
quickly disappeared. The animals 
were shot in any way handy; a good 
professional could kill one to three 
thousand bison a year, and could 
keep at least two skinners busy. A 
real expert could kill many more than 
that. The business built up during 
the 1860's, until Dr. F. B. Hayden 
estimated the annual kill on the 
northern plains from 1850 to 1860 at 
250,000 animals per year. 

If the slaughter was appalling, the 
waste was even more so. Hayden esti
mated that 100,000 a year were killed 
just for their hides-no other use was 
made of the animal at all. Even a 
meat hunter took only the delicacies; 
tongue, hump meat, and "bass"-a 
ddge at the back of the neck. The 
rest-much of it prime meat-was 

left for the wolves and coyotes and 
vultures. 

There are few statistics on the 
number of bison killed. Railroad offi
cials, perhaps wisely, never released 
shipment figures of buffalo products 
for the central and southern plains. 
But in 1871 a single St. Louis firm 
bought 250,000 hides; as many as 
200,000 were handled "in a day or 
two," at auction at Fort Worth in 
1873 and 187 4. 

Perhaps even worse than the com
mercial hunters were the "sports'f 
who rode out into the herds on trains 
-sometimes on special hunting ex
cursion trains-and shot buffalo· along 
the right of way. A good shot could 
kill 40 to 60 a day, and almost no use 
was made of the dead animals. They 
were shot for the pleasure of shoot
ing, and left where they fell. 

The great slaughter continued on 
the central plains through the 1870's; 
then the hunters turned south looking 
for more targets through the late 
1870's; then north again when new 
rail lines opened the northern plains 
in the early 1880's. 

An example of the deadly efficiency 
of the hunters is found in the records 
of the Northern Pacific Railway for 
hides handled from the northern 
hunts. In 1881, they shipped 50,000. 
In 1882, 200,000. In 1883, 40,000. And 
in 1884, only 300. The great northern 
herds were gone. 

A Federal bill to protect the sur
viving small herds was passed in 187 4, 
but pocket vetoed by President Grant. 
The last of the great northern herd of 
wild buffalo-except for a scattered 
handful-were killed near Yellow
stone Park in 1889, the last herd of 
wild buffalo in the United States was 
finally killed in Colorado in February 
of 1897, despite efforts to protect them 
by local authorities. The great herds 
were gone forever. 

Even after death the herds had a 
market value. Where man or natural 
causes had killed whole herds, the 
prairie was left with bones. "Bone 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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Charter Boats Becoming a Big Business 
The following list was compiled by 

Charlie Bearden, biologist with the 
Division of Commercial Fisheries, and 
was, as he says, "approximately cor
rect'' as of June 1. There is quite a 

turnover in boat ownership and also 
in home ports, and occasional change 
in prices. 

There has been a steady increase 
in the interest in off shore fishing and it 

is expected that larger and faster 
boats will start making trips out to the 
Gulf Stream, which has excellent but 
unexploited fishing for many species 
of game fish. 

(Charter boat rates are given as price per trip, not per person. Head boat rates, unless otherwise indicated, are in 
terms of fee per person.) 

I. Hilton Head Island, S. C. (Palmetto Bay Marina) 
A. Charter Boats-Phone 785-3910 for reservations. 

Boat 
Buddy I 
Buddy II 

Owner or Captain 
Oscar Crosby 
Buddy Hester 

II. Beaufort, S. C. (Kieslers Dock) 

Rates 
$60-200 
$60-200 

A. Charter Boats-Phone 524-5759 for reservations. 

No. People 
Capacity 

6 
6-20 

No. People 

Type of Fishing 
Trolling/ Bottom 
Trolling/ Bottom 

Boat Owner or Captain Rates Capacity Type of Fishing 
Explorer 2 George Klecak $100/day 6 Bottom/ Trolling 

Several more boats are expected to be operating out of the Beaufort-Hilton Head area by the summer of 1968. 
Persons desiring further inforation on charter and/or head boat fishing, as well as general information on fishing and 
facilities can contact Mr. Dean Poucher, Executive Vice-President, Beaufort County Chamber of Commerce, Box 910, 
Beaufort, S. C. Phone 524-3163. 

III. Charleston, S. C. 
A. Charter Boats. 
(1) Mount Pleasant Marina. 

Boat 
Pescador 

Owner or Captain 
Capt. K. Hazelwood 

Rates 
$50/ ½ day 
$100/full day 
$150/ overnight 

J. Drayton Hastie, owner (Phone 723-1392, 556-1332). 

(2) Charleston Municipal Yacht Basin . 

Boat 
Pot Luck 8 

Woozx 3 

Owner or Captain 
Ralph Curry 

J. F. Gardner 

Rates 
$125/offshore 
$175/ Gulf Stream 
$100/short trip 
$150/ $175 Gulf Stream 

Herring II A. B. Herring $150/day 
(Phone nos.-R. Curry 795-0700; J. F. Gardner 723-0883; A. B. Herring 722-8541.) 

B. Head Boats. 
(1) Charleston Municipal Yacht Basin. 

Boat 
Mustang II 

Owner or Captain 
J. 0. Murray 

Rates 
$9-13 reg.• 
$25/ Gulf Stream 

No. People 
Capacity 

6 

No. People 
Capacity 

6 

6 

6 

No. People 
Capacity 

75 

Tiki J. 0. Murray $105/ day/ total 15 
Gulf Stream Thos. Sing $20/day 49 
(Phone nos.-J. 0 . Murray 559-9373; Tiki (J. J. Bee) 766-7513; Gulf Stream 795-5353.) 

1 Rates, etc., subject to changes. 2 This boat is up for sale. 3 Not on full charter in 1968. 

Type of Fishing 
Trolling 

Type of Fishing 
Trolling/ Bottom 

Trolling 

Trolling 

Type of Fishing 
Bottom 

Bottom 
Bottom 
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(2) Fort Sumter Hotel-Gray Line Water Tours, Phone 722-1112. 

Boat Owner or Captain Rates 

Comanche C. 0. Thompson $8/ day 
(This boat operates May-September. Fee includes bait, tackle and seafood lunch.) 

No. People 
Capacity 

80 
Type of Fishing 

Bottom 

At least two more charter boats are scheduled to be operating out of Charleston in 1968. The two boats, 45' and 46' 
in length, (capacity 6 persons) are scheduled to operate out of Charleston July 1-October 1. These boats are owned 
by International Sports Fishing, Inc., Miami, Fla. 

IV. Georgetown, South Carolina. 
A. Charter Boats 
(1) Gulf Auto Marina (Phone 546-4250 or 546-9025) 

Boat Owner or Captain Rates 

Mar Har IV Kenneth B. Clapp $150-$175/ day 
(2) Nautica Marine Center, 615 Front St. Phone 546-6523. 

No. People 
Capacity 

6 

No. People 

Type of Fishing 
Trolling 

Boat Owner or Captain Rates Capacity Type of Fishing 
Nautica II Wallace Pate $175/ Gulf Stream 4 Trolling 

One or two other charter boats, including the "Bezo" (Capt. Sammy Creighton) normally run out of Georgtown, 
but are not (according to several contacts) in operation presently. 

V. Murrells Inlet-Garden City Beach, South Carolina. 

A. Charter Boats 
(1) Murrells Inlet 

Boat Owner or Captain Rates 
Renegade S. Stephens $135-200/ day 
Long Acre S. Stephens $50/ 1h day 
Wahoo II C. D. Cameron On request 
Sandpiper J. Smith On request 
Wards Joy J. Smith On request 
Tiny Mack J. Smith On request 
Jack Devine J. Smith On request 
Helen D. D. F. Owens On request 

(2) Gulf Stream Marina, Garden City Beach, S. C. Phone 236-2400. 

No. People 
Capacity 

6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

No. People 

Type of Fishing 
Trolling 
Trolling 
Trolling 
Trolling 
Trolling 
Trolling 
Trolling 
Trolling 

Boat Owner or Captain Rates Capacity Type of Fishing 

Wakulla Pat Gore $55/ 4 hrs. 6 Trolling 
Anne Howe 5 M. G. Caughman On request 6-30 Trolling 

Normally two more charter boats operate out of here, carry 6 people each for $125 per 8 hour day. 

B. Head Boats 
(1) Alex's Marina, Murrells Inlet, S. C. 

No. People 
Boat Owner or Captain Rates Capacity Type of Fishing 

Captain Alex Alex Sing $23/ day 43 Bottom/Gulf Stream 
Thunderbird I 6 Buddy Dew $10/ day 52 Bottom 
Adventure Captain Vick $9/day 36 Bottom 
Seahorse H. C. Strickland $6/ day 11 Bottom 

(2) Sam's Marina, Murrells Inlet, S. C. 
No. People 

Boat Owner or Captain Rates Capacity Type of Fishing 

Inlet Princess Capt. Fred $12/day Bottom 

(3) Anchor Inn, Murrells Inlet, S. C. 
No. People 

Boat Owner or Captain Rates Capacity Type of Fishing 

Thunderbird II 7 $12/ day 100 Bottom 

4 Bait and tackle included, except on Gulf Stream Trips. 
(Continued on Page 11) 
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We Had More Doves, Statisticians Claim 
There was much wailing and 

gnashing of teeth among upstate dove 
hunters during the first half of the 
split season last fall. A week before 
the mid-September opening every
thing had looked rosy with plenty of 
doves feeding in the carefully-planted 
and lovingly-watched fields of brown
top millet; but before the first week 
of the season had ended a great ma
jority of the doves had left for parts 
unknown. The generally accepted 
theory was that the hot, dry weather 
had speeded the harvesting of the 
corn crop downstate and drawn the 
doves, which much prefer corn to 
millet. 

Whether this theory holds water 
is now in question, particularly after 
studying the second annual survey of 
dove hunting in the Eastern Manage
ment Area, conducted by the Insti
tute of Statistics at N. C. State Uni
versity. This survey gives the number 
of hunters, total trips during the sea
son and number of birds killed for 
each of the past two seasons in the 16 
states making up the area. I won't 

1966-67 

go into the sampling method or the 
statistical formula used beyond say
ing that it involved 30,250 telephone 
calls, of which 25,999 were com
pleted. There were 1,650 calls at
tempted in each of the 16 states ex
cept Georgia, where there were 
4,400. 

The survey states that in 1966-67, a 
total of l ,0ll,000 hunters made 
5,30'7,400 trips and killed 21,475,600 
doves, while in 1967-68 some 744,200 
hunters made 4,313,200 trips and 
killed 20,4ll,900 doves. You will note 
that over the region as a whole the 
number of hunters, number of trips 
and total kill declined, although the 
kill per hunter was up. 

In South Carolina during the 1966-
67 season 50,700 hunters made 270,-
000 trips and killed 1,184,400 doves 
while last season 52,600 hunters made 
277,000 trips and killed 1,420,700 
doves, this bearing out a pre-season 
prediction that there would be more 
doves locally than in the previous 
year. During the first half of the 
1967-68 season there were 46,000 
hunters, compared with 27,400 dur-

Total 
Total Total Birds 

State Hunters Trips Killed 
Alabama 98,700 699,000 3,297,000 
Delaware 4,300 41,000 146,500 
Florida .. 131,700 603,300 1,953,600 
Georgifi. 99,100 579,900 3,034,600 
Illinois . . ... .. . . 74,000 301,700 863,200 
Kentucky 39,500 252,400 1,230,600 
Louisiana 93,800 616,600 2,388,800 
Maryland .... . . . .. . . . .... 17,200 103,700 460,100 
Mississippi 57,300 398,200 2,260,500 
North Carolina . . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. ll5,700 518,400 1,948,800 
Pennsylvania ... ll3,400 263,500 290,900 
Rhode Island . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,200 24,700 46,700 
South Carolina 50,700 270,900 1,184,400 
Tennessee 64,500 348,600 1,323,800 
Virginia .. . .... . . ... .. . 35,900 221,100 838,300 
West Virginia . . . . . . . . . 4,500 22,300 39,300 
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ing the second half, while the kill 
dropped from 979,100 to 441,600. 

The late season hunting generally 
was better than usual upstate, com
pensating somewhat for the rather 
disastrous first half. 

(Editor's note : I know that many 
doves hunters of the upper and cen
tral parts of the State won't agree 
with the findings of the survey, this 
including most of those unfortunate 
enough to hunt with me last fall. But 
after failing freshman math for three 
straight years, and getting my degree 
only through a special dispensation of 
the faculty, I have the greatest re
spect for mathematicians, of whom 
statisticians are a particularly virulent 
form. Therefore, if they say there 
were more doves killed in South 
Carolina last year I'll accept their 
figures, if they'll promise to believe 
my stories as to how many shots it 
took me to get my limit opening day. 
I say "stories" instead of "story" be
cause the more distant becomes the 
season the fewer becomes the num
ber of shots I took. E . F. ) 

1967-68 
Total 

Total Total Birds 
Hunters Trips Killed 

70,300 367,800 2,107,300 

5,400 32,400 136,000 
85,100 645,800 3,104,300 
82,800 435,000 2,479,700 
55,000 453,000 1,687,500 
34,500 193,600 915,900 
66,100 435,700 2,099,200 
19,000 92,100 373,200 
50,600 286,100 1,867,800 
77,500 397,000 1,842,000 
55,100 237,000 372,500 

3,600 21,700 97,900 
52,600 277,000 1,420,700 
36,800 173,200 894,300 
44,700 218,500 789,200 

3,500 6,400 14,300 
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Greenville Has 

Strong Chapter 

of Federation 
The Greenville county chapter of 

the South Carolina Wildlife Federa
tion has long been the strongest and 
most active chapter of the conserva
tion organization and has supported 
the program and activities of the 
Wildlife Resources Commission. In its 
April Bulletin the chapter says: 

"The South Carolina Wildlife Re
sources Commission deserves the 
praise and support of the citizens of 
our State. We have not given them 
the authority commensurate with the 
responsibility placed on the Commis
sion. But through the efforts and dedi
cated work of the personnel of the 
Fish and Game Department we enjoy 
excellent hunting and fishing. And 
they are not "letting the boat run"; 
they are still putting their weight on 
the oars of progress. Unfortunately, 
Water Pollution is not their responsi
bility. If it was, we would get abate
ment! Your Editor is a sixth genera
tion South Carolinian. It has been 
generations since his forebears could 
kill a deer or turkey in Up-State South 
Carolina. This month there will be 
eight to eighteen day hunts for wild 
turkey on two huge Up-State Game 
Management areas, WITH A TWO 
GOBBLER LIMIT. If you are in
terested talk to Clyde Ross, Claude 
Tankersley, Wally Hipps or Bobby 
Gifford at our next meeting." 

Dr. C. Elford Carpenter is president 
and other officers are: W. R. Celey, 
Jr., 1st vice-president; A. C. Aiken, 
2nd vice-president; J. C. Boles, re
cording secretary; and Admiral D. P. 
Pollatty, USN (Retired), secretary
treasurer. 

- --,SCWRv·---

The purple finch is not at all purple. 
The male is an old rose color and the 
female has the general sparrow-like 
appearance. 
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The Rushing family of Estill all received diplomas at graduating exercises at Estill High School this spring. 
Conservation Officer Jack Rushing is at the right while Mrs. Rushing is at the left and in the center is 
Jack Rushing, Jr. (Photo by Moore.) 

,,,,,,,,.,...,.-.,,......,~~ 

The display of the Wildlife Resources Department at the Science Fair in Greenville drew good crowds during 
the entire fair and this picture was taken before the opening hour. 
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Salt Water Records Being Established 
The following list of record fish for 

South Carolina's saltwater was com
piled by Charlie Bearden with the 
help of tournament directors, the 
Charleston Museum, chambers of 
commerce and some individual fisher
men. 

He says that persons wishing to 

establish new records for fish should 
enclose a photo, if possible, and give 
the length and girth, as well as the 
weight. The catching of the fish and 
its weight and measurements should 
be verified by two witnesses. 

If you have what you think is a 
record send the information to Mr. 

Bearden at the Division of Commer
cial Fisheries, 2024 Maybank High
way, Charleston. 

A similar attempt will be made to 
establish fresh water records and a list 
of the accepted records will be car
ried in the next issue of South Caro
lina Wildlife. 

Fish Species 

Amberjack 

Wt. lbs., oz. Where Caught 

.. Off Little River 

Date 

9-14-57 
1-20-68 

Angler 

........ J. N. Canup 
. . Martha S. Hills Amberjack ........ . . . .. . .. . . 

( Ladies Record) 
Barracuda 
Blackfish ( Sea Bass) 
Bluefish 
Channel Bass 
Cobia 
Croaker 
Dolphin 
Drum, Black ... 
Flounder 
Jack Crevalle 
Jewfish 
Ladyfish .. . .. . . . 
Marlin, Blue . .. . . .. . 
Marlin, White .... . ........... . 
Mackerel, King .... . . . . . . 
Mackerel, Spanish . . . . . . .. . 
Pompano, Common 
Rockfish ( Striped Bass) 
Sailfish 

"'Sailors Choice 

93-0 . 
89-8 .. . . Off N. Edisto River 

36-0 . . . . . . . . . . Off Charleston 
5-8 ..... . .... Off Beaufort 

11-0 . . . Folly Beach 
75-0 ..... . . . .. Murrells Inlet 
78-0 ...... . . . . Broad River, Beaufort 
2-4 .......... Crescent Lake Chas. 

52-4 . . . . . . . . . . Off Charleston 
72-0 ..... .. . . . Broad River, Beaufort 
10-8 ...... . ... Sullivans Island 
12-0 ...... . ... Pt. Royal Sound 
96-0 ...... . ... Off Charleston . 
3-8 . . . . . . Sullivans Island 

395-0 ..... . .... Off Beaufort .... . ... . .... . 
52-8 . .. .. . .... Off Charleston .. . ... .. ... . . 
44-0 .... . . . ... Off Charleston .... . . . .. . 

7 -4 . . . . . . . . Charleston Jetties 
6-11 . . ... M urrells Inlet 

55-0 ........ . . Lake Moultrie 
45~8 . . .. . .. Off Charleston 
4-2 . . .. .. ... Off Murrells Inlet 

9-19-48 ....... P. Manigault 
5-67 . R. Cooler 
5-13-58 .. . .. . .. ..... G. D. Ellis 
1965 ..... A. J. Taylor 
7-67 ... G. Ramsey 
7-23-67 ... . . . . . .... J. Stehmeyer 
6-11-67 ...... Ellis Riser 
9-67 . C. Lime burger 
9-28-59 .... Chas. Walker 
8-67 . . . . . . . Joe Smith 
9-20-67 ........... Roddy Davis 
8-27-67 ..... R. D. Moseley 
6-21-67 .. Mrs. V. Pingree 
5-1-68 ....... . . . Richard Hutson 
8-60 . . . . . .... Mrs. J. Gardner 
8-30-67 . L. S. Daniels 
1960 . H. Taylor 
2-5~63 ......... D. Lund 
8-31-67 .. . .. . ..... W. H. Boyd 
6-9-63 . . . E. E. Baker 

(Grunt) 
Shark, Tiger 
Sheepshead 
Snapper, Red . 

.. 1780-0 . . .. . Cherry Grove Beach 6-14-64 ... W. Maxwell 

"'Snapper, Charleston 
(Porgy ) 

Spadefish (Angelfish) 
Spot 
Tarpon 
Tuna, Blackfin ......... . . .. . . . 

"'Tuna, Little (Bonito) 
Tripletail 

,,8 

Wahoo 
Trout, Winter 
Trout, Summer 

Whiting} T. 
Whiting ie 

0 Verification Pending. 

12-8 . . . ... . .. Broad River, Beaufort 12-67 ... A. Pinckney 
35-4 ......... . Off Charleston .. . ... .. .... . 7-4-67 . J. H. Lawson 
9-0 ... . . . .... Off Murrells Inlet 8-67 .... Head Boat "Capt. Alex" 

9-1. ..... . ... Murrells Inlet 7-65 .... Mrs. John Brooks 
1-1 . . ... Crescent Lake, Chas. . . . . . 8-24-67 ....... J. Stehmeyer 

137-8 . . . .. . . Morris Island . . . 7-13-54 ..... W. M. Ball 
13-0 . . . . ... Off Beaufort . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-67 . .. .. . . . ... S. Pingree 
23-0 . . .... Off Charleston ... .. .... 6-24-67 .. . .. Joe Cain 
25-8 . . .... Mt. Pleasant .......... . .. . 10-6-51 .... R. W. Hanckel, Jr. 
70-0 ... . . . .. .. Off Charleston 8-27-67 ...... S. T. Byrd 
8-8 ... .. ..... Crescent Lake, Chas. 6-11-67 ........... J. Stehmeyer 
5-8 .. .. ... .. . Pt. Royal Sound . . . . . 6-67 .. W. Poovey 
1-12 .... . .... Off Beaufort . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8-67 .... W. George 
1-10 ... . . . ... Cape Romain . ...... . 9-20-67 .... Helen Leland 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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At left is a view of the recently dedicated library at Bears Bluff Laboratories the filing cabinets are recessed into the walls. These cabinets, and others, hold 
while at right is an interior shot of the second floor. It shows in detail how approximately 15,000 articles on fish , crabs, oysters and shrimp. 

Bears Bluff Library Honors Bob Lunz 
The G. Robert Lunz Library, a 

two-story building housing the scien
tific library and administrative offices 
of Bears Bluff Laboratories, was 
dedicated May 24 on Wadmalaw 
Island before a gathering of friends 
of Dr. Lunz. 

Walter L. Shaffer, chairman of the 
board of trustees of the Laboratories, 
was the speaker, praising the experi
mental work of the laboratories but 
also pointing out the emphasis that 
had been put on better utilization of 
the marine resources, for which the 
commercial fishermen are indebted. 

He mentioned that the building 
and the entire physical plant had 
been built at no expense to the state, 
funds for the library having come 
from the sale of 72 adjacent acres do
nated by Mrs. H. Jermain Slocum, 
widow of the man through whose 
backing the laboratories were made 
possible. 

The building is 40 by 50 feet with 
2,000 square feet of floor space on the 
first floor and 1,452 on the second. The 
greatest value of the building is that 
it is a proper facility for housing what 
is probably the best specialized ma
rine fisheries library in the Southeast. 

A number of telegrams and letters 
were read complimenting Dr. Lunz 
on his work and the building of the 
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library, and Mr. Shaffer cited Dr. 
Lunz's many honors and achieve
ments. 

A plaque was then unveiled by 
Mrs. Slocum, who told the audience: 

"This was a dream of my husband 
but it was the genius of Dr. Lunz 
that made the dream a reality. It is 
with deep affection that we dedicate 
this library to him today." 

Bears Bluff had its start in 1946 
when the General Assembly author
ized a charter for it as an eleemosy
nary institution and provided an an
nual appropriation of $100 for fish
eries research, "If this amount was 
considered necessary." 

At the time, Dr. Lunz was work
ing at the Charleston Museum as 
curator of crustacea and when Mr. 
Slocum made the site available, Dr. 
Lunz with one helper and two oxen 
cleared the land. Two abandoned 
buildings were secured from the 
James Island airport and the labora
tories got under way. 

The first real appropriation from 
the State came in 1949 when the 
Assembly appropriated $17,000. This 
year the State appropriation was 
$70,000 while private funds and fed
eral grants brought the budget up 
to around $150,000. 

Although the laboratories were 
founded primarily for studies of oys
ter cultivation, the work has been 
broadened to encompass many forms 
of marine life, and experiments with 
the raising of shrimp in ponds have 
attracted world-wide interest. 

----SCWRL.----

Hunters and shooters who want 
facts and figures on firearms legisla
tion can get free literature by writ
ing the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, Riverside, Conn. 

NSSF has a variety of publications 
with information that will be help
ful to sportsmen if unduly restrictive 
legislation is proposed in their state, 
county or city government. 

The Foundation reports that a rec
ord number of anti-firearms bills and 
ordinances will be proposed in 1965. 
NSSF asks that sportsmen become fa
miliar with all local firearms bills be
fore taking a firm position on them. 
For example, some firearms bills have 
been entered in California which are 
favorable to sportsmen-that is, the 
proposed laws are aimed at the crim
inal misuse of firearms and will not 
infringe on the rights of the respon
sible citizen. 
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Buffalo 
(Continued from Page 3) 

hunters" and settlers found a ready 
market for bones, which were used 
for making carbon and fertilizer, and 
horn, which was cut into buttons and 
horn implements. Great ricks of bones 
were stacked along railroads for ship
ping, and fortunes were made for a 
few years. Then even the bones were 
gone. 

Finally, toward the end of the cen
tury and much too late to save the 
wild buffalo, men realized what they 
had done. In 1886, William T. Horna
day led an expedition for the Smith
sonian Institution to get buffalo speci
mens for the National Museum. With 
great difficulty, they collected the 25 
animals now mounted in the habitat 
group there. In 1887, the American 
Museum of Natural History sent an 
expedition into Montana for speci
mens, and failed to collect a one. 
They finally bought hides to make 
the group now on display in that 
museum. 

In 1900 the buffalo reached its 
lowest ebb, with only two wild herds 
left, under protection at Athabaska 
in Canada and Yellowstone in Wyom
ing. President Cleveland had signed 
a bill to protect the Yellowstone herd 
in 1894; the Canadians had wisely 
protected their herd since the 1880's. 
All the rest of the buffalo in existence 
were scattered in small, privately
owned herds. Only 29 buffalo were 
left protected under government con
trol, apd only 969 were left of the 
entire species. 

On December 1, 1905, the American 
Bison Society was established-a 
handful of dedicated men determined 
to save the buffalo from extinction. 
Their efforts may have turned the 
tide, for the same year, the Kiowa
Comanche reservation in Oklahoma 
was made into a preserve. In 1906, 
the Wichita Mountains Game and 
Forest Preserve was established near 
Cache, Oklahoma, and stocked with 
15 buffalo from the Bronx Zoo. In 
1909, a herd of 40 were turned out 
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Governor Robert McNair receives an honorary membership in the South Carolina Salt Water Sportfishing 
Association from Commission Chairman Clyde Eltzroth, representing S. Turner Byrd of Summerville, presi
dent of the association. 

on the Montana Bison Range near 
Moiese, Montana. In 1912, a starter 
herd of six buffalo went to the Fort 
Niobrara National Wildlife Rufuge 
near Valentine, Nebraska. In 1913, 14 
went to Wind Cave Park in South 
Dakota, and in 1919 six more were 
established in Pisgah National Forest 
and Game Preserve in North Caro
lina. By 1935, the buffalo population 
had grown to 2,435 in nine herds, 
with 4,404 in existence. 

Despite modern problems-includ
ing overpopulation on some ranges 

and trouble with brucellosis-they 
seem safe as long as interest remains 
in their protection. Today's buffalo 
population is estimated at 12,000 in 
the United States, half of which are 
in private herds, with another 18,000 
in Canada's huge Wood Buffalo Na
tional Park north of Great Slave Lake, 
and another 200 in Alaska. The great 
herds will never again ebb and flow 
over the prairies, but the species has 
been brought back from the shadow 
of extinction.-Reprinted from Na
tional Wildlife. 

These pilot whales, also known as blackfish, went aground in the Beaufort marshes, either suicide bent or 
endeavoring to escape some enemy. Occurences like these happen fairly often. 

SOUTH CAROLINA WILDLIFE 



Charter Boats 
(Continued from Page 5) 

VI. Little River, S. C. 
A. Charter Boats 

No. People 
Boat Owner or Captain Rates Capacity Type of Fishing 

Johnny Jr. Vance Kinlaw $90/day 8 6-27 Trolling/ Bottom 
Joy Buddy Gore $90/ day 8 6 Trolling 
Hambone Bill Ham $90/ day 8 6 Trolling 
Lou-Gar R. Williamson $90/ day 8 6 Trolling 
Chyrl-Ann L. C. Long $90/ day 8 6 Trolling 
Bon-on Donnie Mintz $90/ day 8 6-25 Trolling/ Bottom 
Bob-Dan Lacy Mintz $90/ day 8 6 Trolling 
Touchdown L. Mintz $90/ day 8 6 Trolling 
Ron-Tom Barry Bradshaw $90/ day 8 6 Trolling 
Joy II Buddy Gore $90/day 8 6 Trolling 

B. Head Boats 
No. People 

Boat Owner or Captain Rates Capacity Type of Fishing 
Helen Jean Vance Kinlaw $9/ day 9 49 Bottom 
New Rascal T. V. Bessent $9/ day 9 49 Bottom • 
Hurricane Frank Juel $9/day 9 120 Bottom 
Big Ron-Tom Pat Bellamy $9/ day 9 49 Bottom 

Further information on fishing in the Murrells Inlet-Little River area can be obtained from the Greater Myrtle 
Beach Chamber of Commerce, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. Some reliable contacts on charter and head boat fishing 
in the area are: Alex Sing, Alex's Marina in Murrells Inlet; Pat Gore, Garden City Beach (Gulf Stream Marina), and 
Vance Kinlaw, Little River, Phone 272-6356. 

5 May not be operating in 1968. 
6 May not be operating in 1968. 
7 May not be operating in 1968. 

8 Rate for 6 passengers, trolling. 
9 Includes bait and tackle. 

Education For 
Boaters Paid 
Off Last Year 

There was little change in the boat
ing accident rate last year despite a 
steady increase in the number of 
boats, this being due in large parts 
to the educational efforts of various 
organizations. 

Sixty-six boats were involved in ac
cidents last year compared with 61 
during the previous year, a much 
smaller proportionate increase than 
that of the numbers of boats regis
tered. According to the Coast Guard 
figures there were 59,872 boats of 10 
or more horsepower registered, com
pared with 56,033 in 1966. 

Fatalities from boating accidents 
during 1967 were 34, one less than 
in 1966. 

VoL. 15, No. 3-SuMMER, 1968 

Director James W. Webb congratulates Conservation Officer C. M. Rye of Richland County for receiving 
the conservation award of the Woodmen of the World. 
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This 28-year-old managed stand of loblolly pine that has had two thinnings permits ample sunlight to penetrate 
to the forest floor, helping the growth of sprouts and other herbaceous growth favored by wildlife. 

Foresters Are Recognizing 
Value of Game Animals 

By MELVIN HOPKINS and D. D. DEVET * 

The other day, accompanied by 
District Ranger Bill, we stopped by 
a crossroads store in the National For
est at lunch time for our customary 
fish dinner-sardines and crackers. 
We were sort of tired and sat down 
near the counter and talked with Fred, 
the owner of the store, while munch
ing our lunch. 

Fred casually asked us what we 
were doing. We told him that we were 
preparing a prescription for a 300-acre 
tract of timber up the road a ways. 
Since prescription could mean almost 
anything, we tried to explain in de
tail. We told Fred that all National 
Forest land is examined carefully 
every 10 years by a forester and fre
quently by a forester-biologist. Based 

0 Melvin Hopkins is Wildlife Specialist 
and D. D. Devet is Forester on the National 
Forests, both men stationed in Columbia. 
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on this detailed examination, a plan 
for treatment of this area is made. In 
the plan all values of the forest are 
considered-soil, water, wildlife, for
age, recreation and timber. 

Fred became interested and asked 
us what did we propose to do in our 
plans. I knew Fred regarded this area 
as one of his favorite deer hunting 
spots and was concerned about the 
effect on the deer population. 

I told Fred that the tract we had 
examined could be roughly divided 
into four age groups of loblolly pine. 
One large area, about 100 acres, con
sisted of pine, about 70 years old, 
mainly large sawtimber ready for har
vesting. Another area about 80 acres 
consisted of small sawtimber about 
30 years old. The third area 50 acres 
has pulpwood size trees about 15 years 
old and the last area, 70 acres, had 
young pines and saplings about 8-10 
years of age. 

Ranger Bill then told Fred that the 
large old stand of sawtimber will be 
cut next year leaving only 6-10 seed 
trees per acre. This treatment will per
mit a great deal of sunlight to hit the 
forest floor and many plants that deer 
and other wildlife feed on will renew 
their growth. For about six or eight 
years, until the new pine seedlings get 
a good start, this area will attract deer 
and other wildlife because of the 
abundance of browse and seeds. 

I saw a gleam in Fred's eyes and 
I knew he understood that his hunt
ing might be interrupted for a season 
or two, but in the long run, the area 
would be supporting more game. 

The small sawtimber and pulpwood 
stands will be thinned, we told Fred. 
The best trees in the stand will be 
given room to grow by cutting down 
trees that interfere with them. This 
too will let sunlight hit the forest floor 
and stimulate the legumes and sprouts 
for wildlife food. 

The stand with young pine trees 
will be left untouched for about seven 
years. Fred asked about the four small 
hardwood stream bottoms in the area. 
We told Fred that they will not be 
disturbed for the next ten years since 
there are many good mast trees, pro
ducing acorns and beech nut, and den 
trees for squirrels and other wildlife. 
If they are still needed for mast pro
duction at that time they will again 
be left. 

Ranger Bill then told Fred that 
this is what the United States Forest 
Service calls even-aged timber man
agement. Fred looked at us and said, 
"Why this is nothing new. It is just 
like a farmer raising and harvesting 
an annual crop, only you fellows take 
70 years to do this, plus getting sev
eral thinnings while the timber is 
growing." 

Fred learned fast. We discussed 
how growing timber crops by a single 
age group permits more efficient for
est management and helps wildlife. 
Actually, even-aged timber manage
ment permits more sunlight to hit the 
forest floor and produce more game 
food than other methods of timber 
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management. Only during the period 
when the stand of trees is 10-20 years 
old is the production of wildlife food 
low. Then after the first thinning more 
food is available. Like many hunters, 
Fred had a good knowledge of deer 
habits. He knew that deer seldom 
travelled over a mile for food unless 
chased by dogs. He was worried that 
the deer would concentrate and re
main too long in one area while in
creasing in numbers, and eat them
selves out of house and home. 

We then told Fred that another area 
less than a half mile away will receive 
similar treatment about 4-5 years 
from now. Therefore somewhere 
within the normal distance a deer 
travels for food, there will be areas 
always opened up by timber thinnings 
or harvesting. This constant turnover 
will provide areas of good game food 
production within normal deer range. 
Areas cut and opened up for seed 
trees are deliberately kept small to 
prevent an undue concentration of 
deer. 

Fred then said, "I see you travelling 
around with some fellows wearing a 
shoulder patch of the South Carolina 
Wildlife Resource Department. How 
do you work with them?" 

We then explained to Fred that the 

Learned At Last 
(Continued from Page 1) 

to the bottom and retrieving 
it SLOWLY, SLOWLY AND 
EVEN MORE SLOWLY. 

r ve tried the slowly-fished 
worm a couple of times since 
then and have had pretty good 
luck, much better than in the 
days when f d fish it too fast; but, 
when the sun goes down and the 
shadows fall, I go back to the 
surface plug. For there's some
thing about a big bass socking a 
topwater plug that's missing in 
underwater fishing. E. F. 

----SCWRL----

Fish with forked tails are the fastest 
swimmers. 
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Assi sta nt Ranger Hugh Oliver and Department Biologist Walter Schrader di scuss locations of dove fields 
on National Forest land. (U . S. Forest Service photos.) 

U. S. Forest Service and the S. C. 
Wildlife Resource Department work 
together to improve hunting on the 
National Forests in South Carolina. 
We work together on establishing 
dove fields, wildlife openings, water
fowl projects and consult each other 
on matters affecting game. 

By this time we were through with 
our lunch and were ready to head 
back into the woods again. 

As we left, Fred told us to drop 
by again. He seemed pleased that we 
were as much concerned about deer 
and other wildlife as we were about 
timber on the National Forest. 

•• It 

Tires are dropped off the _coast in establishing off-shore fishing drops, this one in the Grand Strand area. 
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Engineers Will 
Help Fishing 
Below Hartwell 

Good news for trout fishermen of 
the Hartwell Dam tailwaters is the 
following letter received by Chief of 
Fisheries Jefferson C. Fuller, Jr., from 
the Corps of Engineers : 

Dear Mr. Fuller: 
We are pleased to receive your 

letter of March 25, 1968, informing 
that the fishing pressure in the Hart
well dam tailwaters has been heavy 
and generally good during the past 
two years. We are also glad to learn 
that the entire trout fishing program is 
being favorably received by the 
public. 

Your request that the Corps con
tinue to make special water releases 
on weekends and at other times to 
prevent the water temperature in the 
tailwaters from rising above 70°F. has 
been given full consideration. We plan 
to start monitoring the water tempera
tures about the middle of May at a 
point in the tailrace immediately be
low the dam, and at the five- and the 
ten-mile points below the dam. We 
shall attempt to prevent the water 
temperature from rising above 70°F. 
in the first ten-mile river reach below 

• the dam by water releases again this 
year to provide the desired trout 
fishery. 

You may be assured that the Corps 
of Engineers will continue to cooper
ate wit!i your agency in any way con
sistent with the authorized purposes 
of the projects so that the maximum 
possible fishery benefits may be real
ized from the reach downstream from 
Hartwell Dam. 

Sincerely 

GEORGE H. MITTENDORF, 

Chie-f, Engineering Div. 

---SCWRv----

The male swan is called a cob, the 
female a pen, and the young, cygnets. 
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Director Webb 
Given Honors 
At Clemson 

Director James W. Webb was hon
ored recently by being elected to 
membership in the Clemson Univer
sity Chapter of Gamma Sigma Delta. 

Gamma Sigma Delta is the Honor 
Society of Agriculture, the Greek 
meaning being interpreted as "Toe 
binding together of earth, the mother 
of all, and the practice of agriculture, 
and the arts relating thereto for the 
welfare of mankind." 

The election of members to Gamma 
Sigma Delta in South Carolina each 
year is limited to three individuals for 
their outstanding contributions to the 
field of agriculture. Mr. Webb was 
chosen as a result of his long and 
continuous service toward the con
servation of the wildlife resources 
in South Carolina. 

In addition to being selected for 
honorary membership, Director Webb 
delivered the main address at the 
annual initiation banquet held at 
Clemson University on April 3. 

Duck Calling 
Contest Set 
For October 

South Carolina's first duck calling 
championship will be sponsored by 
the Sumter County Game and Fish 
Association next October 19 at Burnt 
Gin on the Manchester State Forest. 

The registration deadline will be 
October 1 and the contest will be 
limited to 100 contestants. The judges 
will be provided by Ducks Unlimited. 

The judging will be based upon the 
contestants' ability with the following 
calls: ( 1) Hail or long distance call; 
( 2) mating or lonesome duck call; ( 3) 
feed or chatter call; ( 4) comeback 
call. Contestants will be limited to 
calling for one and one-half minutes. 
The winner will be eligible to enter 
the World Championship at Stuttgart, 
Ark. 

Entry fee is $6, which will include 
the contestant's meal, and $1 will go 
to Ducks Unlimited. 

First, second and third place win
ners will be declared and prizes will 
be awarded. 

---SCWRr----

FIRED IN ANGER, by Robert Elman, pub
lished by Doubleday and Company, 
Garden City, N. Y. 480 pages with over 
250 photographs. Price $7.95. 

When Christopher Columbus landed on 
the shores of the New World, he brought 
with him an espingarda, a forerunner of 
the matchlock gun. Since that time, fire
arms have played a dramatic role in this 
nation's history. Gun-toting Americans in 
every generation and in every part of the 
country have blazed their way to glory . . . 
or infamy. 

This book gives a gun's-eye view of U.S. 
history, a detailed study of the personal 
side-arms used by famous Americans down 
through the centuries. Robert Elman sur
veys history from a unique vantage point 
as he examines the weapons that shaped 
a nation: the pistols Alexander Hamilton 
chose for his duel with Aaron Burr, the re
volver Teddy Roosevelt carried up San 
Juan Hill, "the six-guns that belonged to 
the notorious Belle Starr, Bat Masterson's 
Peacemaker, the Cloverleaf Colt that 
brought bad luck to Jubilee Jim Fisk, the 
guns of Andrew Jackson, John Wilkes 
Booth, John Dillinger, George S. Patton and 
many, many more. 
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Spiny Dogfish Destroying Food Fish 
Large schools of spiny dogfish, a 

small but most destructive species of 
shark, have moved into South Caro
lina waters and are making large but 
as yet unestimated inroads on popula
tions of white shrimp, as well as spots, 
croakers, whiting and other sports 
and food species of fish. 

Dr. G. Robert Lunz, director of 
Bears Bluff Marine Laboratories, says 
the dogfish have been coming down 
in increasing numbers since around 
1960 and blames this on a drop in off
shore temperatures. 

Shrimp trawlers have been netting 
many of the pests, some drags bring
ing in between 200 and 300 of the un
welcome visitors. 

Charles Bearden, a biologist on the 
Bears Bluff staff, said 60 per cent of 
the sharks examined had been feeding 
on shrimp, and he also found croaker, 
spot and whiting. He said the dogfish 
measure two to three feet long and 
travel in large schools that may num
ber several thousand. 

The following description of the 
spiny dogfish is from an article on 
sharks in The Conservationist, the 
magazine of the New York Conserva
tion Department, which was written 
by Claire K. and Perry W. Gilbert: 

The spiny dogfish, Squalus acan
thias, is a small (2' to 4') slender 
shark, with a quill-like spine in front 
of each of its two dorsal fins . It is 

Salt Water Records 

First to hatch at a Richland County pond was this green heron , Herons have nested at the same spot in the 
pond for several years. 

slate colored above, light below and 
has irregular rows of small white dots 
which disappear with age. It is the 
most abundant shark in the western 
North Atlantic and the only shark 
which can rival in population the 
commercial fishes. Stories of its pro
digious numbers seem legendary but 
one of the authors can attest to the 
fact that when he visited ocean traps, 

(Continued from page 8) 

operated off Freeport by Bob Doxsee 
in 1938, spiny dogfish comprised half 
the catch, around five tons. They are 
slow swimmers, readily take a hook 
and offer little resistance to being 
caught. The spines are used defen
sively. They can inflict a painful but 
not serious injury. Annual rings on 
the second dorsal spine are an index 
of age. Some live to be 30 years old. 

Misc. Non-Game Fish, and Game Fish not Taken by Rod and Reel. 

Fish Species 
Cutlass Fish 
Orange Filefish 
Sea Robin t T 
Sea Robin I ie 

Wt. lbs., oz. Where Caught Date Angler 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-8 . . . . . ... .. Off Murrells Inlet .. . ..... . 

Spotted J ewfish 
Swordfish 

0 0 Triggerfish 

( 19 in.) . .. . ...... M urrells Inlet ........ .. .. . 
2-8 .. . .. . .... Beaufort .. . ... . 
2-7 . . . . ... . Garden City .... . . . . . 

447-0 .... .. .... Pt. Royal Sound .. . .. . . ... . 
85-0 .......... Charleston . . . .. . .. ..... . 
8-8 ...... . ... Off Charleston .... . . . . 

00 Verification on a 13 lb. specimen pending investigation. 

VoL. 15, No. 3-SUMMER, 1968 

8-64 ..... Gulf St. Marina 
1963 .. .. .. .. .. J. Salley 
7-67 .... R. Cooler 
1967 . . . .. Sam Sarvis 
8-67 ......... V. Ginn 
3-19-63 
1-28-68 

. D. Stanford 
.K. Pope 
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Coast Guard Needs Help In Helping You 
By BEN M. MOISE 
U. S. Coast Guard 

Two problems often plaguing 
Coast Guard authorities along the 
Eastern Seaboard are the lack of per
tinent information from the distressed 
party's relatives or friends and a lack 
of communication after the initial 
call. 

Calls are often received from a 
wife who reports only that her hus
band has been hunting or fishing and 
has not returned on time. In many 
instances she does not know the color 
or length of the missing boat, where 
it was docked, or where the missing 
person intended to hunt, fish or 
travel. 

Often a Coast Guard station will 
receive a call reporting a person miss
ing and have men and equipment 
working long after the person has re
turned home. As one Station Com
mander put it, "For some reason peo
ple do not let us know when the 
party returns and we are left with 
units operational on a closed case 
when they might be needed in an
other more serious situation." 

The Coast Guard's communication 
network is set up to receive three 
distinct types of distress calls. They 
are: Reports of overdue vessels, 
usually coming from relatives or 
friends; reports directly from the ves
sel in distress, received from the ves
sel in distress by radio or from an
other vessel or party witnessing the 
situation from the land or sea; and 
medical evacuation cases. 

In anticipation of possible emer
gencies, pleasure boat owners should 
make certain that members of their 
family or friends have the following 
information at all times: 

1. Color and length of boat. 
2. A description of the vessel's hull, 

deck, cabin, trim and mast. 
3. The type of propulsion. 
4. The cruising speed in knots and 

the range of the vessel in miles. 
5. The number of persons aboard, 
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We wonder how many rigs were lost and how many curse words were directed at these overhead wires 
at a fish pond near Ocean Drive Beach. (Photo by S. D. Heron, Jr.) 

where and when it will depart, and 
the overall trip plan. 

When reporting an overdue ves
sel persons should give their name, 
address and telephone number to of
ficials so they may be reached if 
needed. 

Persons aboard a vessel reporting 
an emergency or persons witnessing 
an emergency from ashore or from 
another vessel should file a report 
containing the following information, 
or as much of it as possible: 

1. The nature of distress . 
2. The position of the distressed 

vessel. 
3. The vessel's name and call 

letters. 

4. A full description of the vessel. 
5. The time the incident occurred. 
6. The number of persons aboard. 
7. The radio frequencies available. 
8. On-s c en e weather, including 

sea-height and direction, wind velo
city and direction and ceiling. 

Statistics compiled during the 1967 
season showed that hunters and fish
ermen were involved in "a rather high 
proportion" of the fatal boating acci
dents. 

Coast Guard officials have urged 
yacht clubs and marinas to make 
their members aware of the informa
tion needed by the Coast Guard in 
dealing with a missing or overdue 
vessel. 

SOUTH CAROLINA WILDLIFE 
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A sight to gladden the eye of the hunter or the bird lover is a flock of mallards like these pitching in at a 
swamp on the federal refuge at Santee-Cooper. (Photo by Dave Underwood.) 
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SC State~ n h u state House t • • l 
Columbia s C OP ern tjllOP 

This harbor seal, a rare visitor to the waters of South Carolina, was taking it easy back in April when a party 
of Columbians fishing with Captain Sammy Crayton saw it on a Winyah Bay buoy. They approached within 
30 yards without alarming the seal. (Photo by Emily Scurry.) 


