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Game Warden Mike Dennis of Berkeley brings in a striper while Fisheries Worker Dick Murray handles the 
net. (Photo by Brown.) 
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Crazy? 
A few weeks back I took advantage of a holiday 

to take off down the country, leaving town early 
in the morning and coming back around 8 o'clock 
that night. I spent a most enjoyable day during 
which I accomplished absolutely nothing construc
tive. Instead of cleaning up some brush as I'd 
promised myself, I wandered around and picked 
some wild flowers that, as usual, I couldn't identify 
from the reference book; instead of fishing, I sat 
on the dock and fed crackers and stale bread to 
the bream and watched for the shadowy forms of 
bass out in the deeper water, leaving the fishing 
to a noisy kingfisher across the pond; and about 
noon ate a can-opener lunch. 

I dozed off for a pleasant hour and then got up 
to spend the afternoon walking lazily through the 
woods-watching and listening to the birds, study
ing the tracks of animals in the damp places, and 
giving not a thought to the troubles of the world, 
except to be unconsciously thankful they were far 
from me. Every 15 or 20 minutes I'd stop and sit 
motionless on a stump or log and let the woods 
come to life, realizing how much life there is if 
you'll take the trouble to be still and look for it. 

I lost a staring match with a big chicken snake 
when I was unable to longer resist scratching my 
nose, the snake going slithering off through the 
bushes at my first movement. A little warbler 
flitted fitfully through the branches, never letting 
me get close enough to identify it, and a raucous 
pileated woodpecker went cackling in undulating 
flight across a pond. 

There was nothing remarkable about the day 
except for one thing-I did not see another human 
being from the time I turned off the p.ighway that 
morning until I reached it again that night; and, 
as far as I can recall, I had not an envious or mean 
thought all day. 

The next day I happened to mention to a couple 
of people how I had spent my holiday and they 
looked at me as if I were crazy. Perhaps I am but 
I like it and I believe the world would be a lot 
better off if there were more crazy people; a,nd 
more places where people could be ·crazy in peace. 

- .E. F. 
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Raccoon Is Most Interesting Animal 
The raccoon gets its name from an 

Algonquin Indian word "arakunem," 
meaning "he scratches with his 
hands," a most fitting description if 
you have ever seen a fighting coon 
in action. A coon can give a good ac
count of itself in battle and rare in
deed is the dog that can handle an 
adult coon in individual combat. 

The scientific name is Procyon lotor. 
The first word comes from the Latin 
and translates to "before the dog star 
(Sirius)", although I've never been 
able to figure out the connection. The 
second word means "the washer" and 
refers to its habit of washing what
ever food it comes across. (I once 
had a pet coon that would get a most 
provoked expression on its face when 
it would try to wash a lump of sugar, 
which would immediately dissolve. 
In fact, it bit me one day when I 
laughed at it for losing its sugar.) 

Another Indian tribe called it "little 
brother to- the bear", a most apt name 
for the two animals are closely re
lated. 

Although specimens up to 40 pounds 
have been reported, an adult usually 
weighs from 15 to 18 pounds. The 
bushy and fairly short tail has from 
four to six black rings. The body color 
is grayish-grown or grayish-black, al
though a yellowish phase is fairly 
common in some sections of the Low 
Country. The face is marked by a 
well-defined black mask around the 
eyes. 

The coon is flatfooted and the front 
feet are used like clever, five-fingered 
hands. It is an adept climber and can 
descend a tree either forward or back
ward. 

They are nocturnal by nature but 
occasionally may be seen moving 
about by daylight, this usually oc
curring during the breeding season. 
They generally make their home in a 
hollow tree although in the mountains 
they may use a hole or small cave. 

Breeding takes place in late winter 
and the gestation period is 63 days, 
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An inquisitive coon looks over the situation, ready to fight or run depending upon the strength of t he opposi t ion . 
{Photo by Brown. ) 

a litter usually consisting of three to 
six young. The female coon is a de
voted mother and the family group 
remains together through the fall and 
until the next breeding season. The 
young reach almost full growth in a 
year. 

Since the price of furs has fallen 
off and the sport of coon hunting has 
declined in popularity their numbers 
have increased greatly in some sec
tions, particularly the Low Country 
where they are pretty much of a 
nuisance. (As usually happens when 
there is an abnormal increase in popu
lation, there was an outbreak of dis
temper around Beaufort County a 
year ago and a number of coons died.) 

The flesh of a young coon, pref er
ably roasted, makes a tasty dish, al
though most people seem to have a 
prejudice against eating it. 

Whereas any kind of feist dog will 
do for a possum dog, it takes a real 
hound to qualify as a top coon dog 
and a good one will bring a price of 
several hundred dollars. The good 
coon hound must have speed, endur
ance, intelligence and a good voice. 
Twenty or 30 years ago, when both 
labor and timber were cheap, it was 
customary to cut down the tree in 
which a coon had treed but now
adays the coon is usually shot from 
the tree, almost invariably a hard
wood. 

The coon has a wickering call, 
rather similar to that of the screech 
owl, and when fighting has a squalling 
battle cry. 

In South Carolina it's usually a 
creature of the Low Country swamps 
and marshes, and has never been as 

(Continued on page 13) 
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New Forage Fish 
Is Tried For 
Santee-Cooper 

The falloff in striped bass fishing 
in Santee-Cooper, which began in 
1957 after years of phenomenal suc
cess, was directly tied in with the 
decline in the numbers of forage fish 
on which the stripers fed; and since 
then Department biologists have been 
seeking another forage fish. (Stripers 
seldom eat sharp-finned fish like 
bream and crappie, confining their 
diet almost exclusively to the soft
finned glut herring and gizzard and 
threadfin shad.) 

The gizzard and the threadfin shad 
are year-round residents of Santee
Cooper but the first has been reduced 
by striper predation and the second 
is subject to winter kills when the 
temperature remains very low. The 
number of glut herring in the lake 
is dependent on the number coming 
through the lock in the spring migra
tion and there is no evidence of their 
becoming landlocked. 

Bob Stevens, project leader on 
Santee-Cooper, got the idea that the 
alewife, a close cousin of the glut 
herring, might fill the bill as a source 
of food for the stripers, since it sur
vives the year round in fresh water 
and is also a hardy fish. 

The closest source of supply was 
New Jersey and negotiations were car
ried out to pick up some of the ale
wives (or should it be alewifes?) and 
release them in Santee-Cooper to see 
if they would become established. 

Stevens with Pilot Russ Settle Hew 
up to New Jersey in the Department 
plane and picked up three boxes of 
alewives and started back. They 
landed at the Raleigh airport for gas 
and found a tire Hat, and neither a 
tube for the tire nor oxygen for the 
fish could be secured on Saturday. A 
hurry call to the North Carolina Wild
life Resources Department produced 
help in the form of a truck and an 
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Hatchery Superintendent Glenmore Shirey looks over some of the small stripers reared in the Tri-County hatchery, 
the first time this fish has been raised in a warm-water hatchery pond usually used for black bass and bluegill. 
(Photo by Buehler.) 

oxygen tank and the surv1vmg fish 
were driven to Fayetteville, where 
South Carolina wardens were on 
hand. 

The fish were then driven to 
Moncks Corner and released in Lake 
Moultrie around 1 o'clock in the 
morning, 14 hours after they had 
started their long journey. 

It is not known how they are doing 
but future transfers will probably be 
by truck. 

---SCWRC---

The American pintail has the widest 
breeding range of all ducks on the 
North American continent. 

Checks for survival of striped bass 
from the Cooper River hatchery 
stocked in Catawba-Wateree have 
shown that some of the day-old fish 
have survived and are growing satis
factorily. 

Around 100 million of the tiny fish 
were released in upstate reservoirs 
this spring, most of them in Catawba
Wateree. That seems like a lot of 
fish but there is tremendous mortality 
among both the fry and the young 
fish. 

The checks will be continued at 
regular intervals. 
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Annual Warden School Held At University 
The annual South Carolina Wild

life Resources Department In-Service 
Training School conducted by the 
South Carolina Law Enforcement 
Training School was held July 13-15 
at the University of South Carolina. 

All game wardens and department 
biologists attended classes and pro
grams on wildlife conservation, out
door recreation, law enforcement, the 
responsibilities of the warden to the 
public and the specialized techniques 
he must possess in carrying out his 
duties. 

At the annual banquet honoring the 
wardens, Commission Chairman Ed
win W. Johnson proudly presented 
Warden Clement Craven of Colleton 
County with the Certificate of Merit 
from the National American Red 
Cross and the Life Saving Award 
from the S. C. Industrial Commission 
and the S. C. Accident Prevention 
Council. 

Colleton Warden Clement Craven contacts another 
warden. (Photo by Brown.) 

Craven had witnessed an automo
bile accident and, in going to the as
sistance of a man who was knocked 
unconscious with the upper part of 
his body submerged in ditch water, 
discovered a child beneath the water. 
He proceeded to give mouth to mouth 
breathing to the child while holding 

• Wardens Thanked By Navy 
Supervisor A. M. Flood, Jr., and man disappeared from sight beneath 

wardens of the Fourth District were the water. After initial fruitless search 
thanked for their services in finding 
the ·body of a seaman drowned in 
Lake Moultrie this spring. The letter 
follows: 

Dear Mr. Flood, 
I wish to extend my deepest ap

preciation for the services rendered 
by your organization in connection 
with the drowning of one of the men 
serving in the USS ROGERS. 

The tragedy occurred at Lake 
Moultrie on May 23rd, 1964, when 
a small boat overturned near the 
Navy Recreation Facility. The young 
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by the eye-witnesses, your organiza
tion was asked to help locating the 
body by dragging. 

Your responsiveness and whole
hearted cooperation was of the great
est assistance to the Navy personnel 
concerned in the search. 

I do not know the names of your 
men who were directly involved with 
the dragging operation. However, 
would you kindly pass on my grate
ful thanks for their tireless efforts. 

Sincerely, 
Richard A. Bihr, 

Commander, U.S. Navy. 

the head of the man above the water. 
Craven had recently received his 
First Aid training under Game War
dens Donald Pinckney and J. E. Mc
Teer, Jr. of Beaufort County. 

Guests at the banquet included the 
Commissioners and Department of
ficials, Attorney General Dan Mc
Leod, Assistant Attorney General Ed
ward B. Latimer, Dr. Nicholas Mit
chell, Allen B. Harman, Earl Forney 
of the S. C. Law Enforcement Train
ing School and Ellis Fysal of the 
American Red Cross. Special recog
nition was given to Mr. Fysal for the 
many years of training he has given 
in First Aid to the members of Wild
life Resources Department. 

Also attending were Forrest V. Du
rand of the Outdoor Recreation 
Bureau, Regional Director Walter 
Gresh and William Davis and H. M. 
Steele of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

Mary Lynn Burbage, 16-year-old daughter of Dor
chester Warden George Burbage, is shown with the 
160-pound buck she killed opening day, using a 410 
shotgun. Incidentally, four old hunters miued shots on 
the same hunt. 
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Florence County 
Pair Bound Over 
After Assault 

Two Florence county men have 
been bound over to the grand jury 
for assault and battery in connection 
with an attack upon Florence Warden 
Dwight Yarborough. 

Warden Yarborough reports that 
he was watching traps in Lynches 
river on May 13, having waited from 
5 a. m. to 1 p. m. before two men 
in a boat appeared and fished the 
traps. He moved out from the bank 
in his boat and followed them as they 
tried to get away. They stopped after 
about 50 yards and Yarborough pad
dled up alongside when suddenly one 
of them struck him with a paddle, 
knocking him from his boat. 

Yarborough was confined to the 
hospital for ten days and since then 
has been under a doctor's care. 

The men have also been charged 
with trapping in a clear water stream 
and the owner of the boat was 
charged with not having enough life 
preservers. 

---SCWRC---

71,000 Deer Are 
Killed On Roads 

More than 71,000 deer were killed 
by vehicles on the nation's highways 
last year, according to a survey re
cently completed by Fred Thompson 
of the New Mexico Department of 
Game and Fish. 

All 50 states responded to the sur
vey questionnaire but only 43 could 
give kill figures. Of these, 20 states 
estimated their total kill at 33,692 and 
23 states reported an actual count of 
37,381.The highest estimate, 24,000, 
was given by New York, while the 
highest actual figure of 12,153 was 
given by Pennsylvania. ( South Caro
lina's estimate was around 300.) 

Figures on human death and in
jury resulting from vehicle-deer col-
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Wardens get some nautical instruction from the Coast Guard at Charleston. (Photo by Brown.) 

~ 

Here wardens of District Four take to the range for pistol practice. (Photo by Buehler.) 

lisions were not available nationwide 
but California reported three persons 
killed and 259 injured in this type of 
highway accident. 

The figures refer only to deer ac
tually killed at the scene and do 
not take into account those that may 
have died later from their injuries. 
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Department Has State-Wide Radio Network 
Modern techniques have been in

strumental in building and maintain
ing a first-rate communications setup 
in the law enforcement and technical 
programs of the Department, but this 
didn't happen overnight, and the pro
gram is still developing. 

The communications program got 
its start in the late '40's with the pur
chase of a few walkie-talkies for use 
by field personnel. Their range was 
limited and they never became very 
popular with the wardens. In the 
early 1950s the first two-way radios 
were installed in the cars of a few 
game wardens. They soon proved 
their worth and since that time 
the intra-Department communica
tions network has grown until today 
it covers practically the entire State. 

The network now includes six base 
radio stations; two-way radios in the 
vehicles of all law enforcement and 
technical personnel, as well as two
way radios in the Department's plane 
and some of its patrol boats. In addi
tion some field personnel still carry 
walkie-talkies. This system, or net
work, is supplemented by a teletype 
machine in the Columbia office which 
is tied in with the State Law Enforce
ment Division's network. 

Messages can usually be transmit
ted throughout the State in a matter 
of seconds, but occasionally atmos
pheric conditions are bad and an area 
may be blacked out, this requiring 
relay., of the message. The transmis
sion area of each base station usually 
overlaps that of other stations. The 
network is most often used at the 
local level for law enforcement and 
management purposes. 

Director James W. Webb is very 
pleased with the growth and success
ful operation of the communications 
system and made the following com
ment: 

"The two-way radio system was 
originally inaugurated within the De-
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partment to combat the night deer 
h u n t i n g situation. The program 
proved so effective that the use of 
radios was expanded; more were in
stalled in cars and the first base sta
tion-at Moncks Corner-was estab
lished. 

"The use of this communications 
system has revolutionized law en
forcement operations and also has 
been of terrific value in the fish and 
game management program. We con
sider it one of the most essential as
sets in the overall management and 
enforcement programs, as it would be 
virtually impossible to function with
out the system. If we intend to expand 
the network in the future, more base 
stations are needed, as well as more 
hand-carried and boat units." 

Some examples of the use of the 
radio system include rescue opera
tions; warnings of hurricanes; hurry
up calls for licenses for agents who 
have run short; sending in the weekly 
fishing report, which goes out to daily 
papers and radio stations; making ar
rangements for plane or auto ship
ment of striped bass eggs from the 
Moncks Corner hatchery; and the 
day-to-day contacts kept between 
wardens in the field and their super
visors. 

The six base stations, along with 
related information, are as follows: 

Station: KIT 356 Columbia, estab
lished Sept. 1959. 

Power: 500 Watts. 

Hours: 7:00 a. m.-7:00 p. m. Mon
day thru Saturday-1:00 p. m. thru 
7: 00 p. m. Sunday. 

Operators: Jean Bradford who also 
serves as the Law Enforcement Sec
tion secretary, and relief operators: 
Kenneth Westmoreland and Mike 
Crump ( USC students). 

Coverage: Central South Carolina. 

Station: KIL 247 Moncks Corner, 
established June 1956. 

Power: 500 Watts. 
Hours: 7:00 a. m.-7:00 p. m. Mon

day thru Saturday-I: 00 p. m. thru 
7:00 p. m. Sunday. 

Operators: Elsie Warren, who also 
serves as district secretary; relief op
erator: Edward Smith, U. S. Navy, 
retired. 

Coverage: Southeastern section of 
the State. 

Station: KBX 504 Florence, estab
lished April 1962. 

Power: 500 Watts. 
Hours: 7 thru 7 Monday through 

Saturday. 
Operators: Relief operator: Super

visor Boyd Gregg or Mrs. Gregg. 
Coverage: Northeastern area of the 

State. 

Station: KDK, 658 Greenville, es
tablished Nov. 1963. 

Power: 500 watts. 
Hours: 7:00 a. m.-7:00 p. m. Mon

day thru Saturday; 1:00-7:00 p. m. 
Sunday. 

Operators: Edith Fisher; relief op
erators: Ben Hill Davis and Danny 
Williamson ( Furman students) . 

Coverage: Northwestern section of 
the State. 

Station: KDZ 430 Bear Island, Col-
leton County, established April 1964. 

Power: 250 watts. 
Hours: undetermined. 
0 per at ors: Johnny Hiers-area 

manager. 
Coverage: Southern section of the 

State. 

Station: KBF 845 York, established 
spring 1962. 

Power: 500 watts. 
Hours: irregular. 
Operators: Sheriff department's per

sonnel. 
Coverage: North Central section of 

the State. 
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Latest Public Fishing Lake Is Opened 

At left is an aerial view of Lake Edgar A. Brown while at right the veteran Barnwell County Senator stands by the spillway. 

Lake Edgar A. Brown, named for 
Barnwell county's veteran senator, 
was officially opened July 1, the fourth 
lake constructed through cooperation 
of local interests with the Wildlife 
Resources Department. Similar lakes 
have been constructed in Spartan
burg, Chester and Marlboro counties 
and another is being constructed in 
Hampton county. Over 2,000 anglers, 
young and old, showed up opening 
day and caught around 6,000 bream 
and bass. Ramps and a parking area 
are being constructed. 

The 170-acre area is located en
tirely within the city limits of Barn
well and consists of an upper and a 
lower lake, the lower used for fishing, 
boating and skiing while the upper 
is reserved for fishermen, with elec
tric motors only allowed. Construction 
began in May 1961 and was com
pleted a year later, after which it was 
stocked with bass and bream. 

Cooperating in the planning and 
construction of the lake along with 
the Wildlife Resources Department 
were the Highway Department, the 
County Delegation, the County Board 
of Managers, the Federal Government 
and other agencies. 
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The lake had been unofficially 
known as Barnwell Lake before it 
even reached the drawing board stage 
but the Barnwell Board of Managers 
formally requested the Wildlife Re
sources Department to name the lake 
for Senator Brown, who had been 
most active in pushing the project, 
as well as in securing county and state 
cooperation and local support. 

Director James W. Webb points out 
that the lake will provide public fish
ing in an area where such fishing is 
scarce, and that plans call for the 
establishment of a waterfowl refuge 
on the area. 

---SCWRC---

Chief of Fisheries Jefferson C. Ful
ler, Jr., qualified as a two-for-one 
hunter opening day when he dropped 
two bucks with one shot from his rifle. 

And Fisheries Biologist Joe Logan, 
an archery expert, killed a buck with 
his bow-and-arrow for five straight 
years, as well as some with his shot
gun since moving to South Carolina 
a few years ago. 

---SCWRC.---

Approximately 3,000 species of 
snakes have been described and they 
are distributed nearly world-wide. 

Dove Hunters To 
Have 70 Days 
With Limit Of 12 

South Carolina dove hunters will 
have a split season of 70 half-days of 
shooting this year with the daily bag 
limit increased from 10 to 12 and a 
possession limit of 24. The dates will 
be September 14 - October 10 and 
December 4 - January 15. 

Shooting hours will again be noon 
to sunset. The baiting regulations are 
approximately the same as last year. 

The marsh hen season will be 70 
days and the limit will again be 15 
with a possession limit of 30 and the 
season will run September 16 - No
vember 24. 

The snipe and woodcock seasons 
will be 50 days, from November 27 
through January 15 with limits of 
eight and 16 for snipe and five 
and 10 for woodcock, possession limits 
being double the daily limits. 

Director James W. Webb said that 
dates selected are designed to satisfy 
the majority of the State's dove 
hunters. 
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Schedule Of Management Area Hunts 
Area Dates Bag 

Francis Marion (Waterhom) .. Nov. 4-7 . . ..... .. .. 1 deer. Bucks only. Hogs. 

Francis Marion (Wambaw) .. .. Nov. 18-21 .. . .. ... . 1 buck deer. Hogs. All other game in season. 

Francis Marion (Waterhom) ... Nov. 25-28 .. .. . . ... 1 buck deer. Hogs. 

Francis Marion (Wambaw) .... Dec. 2-5 . ....... . . . 1 buck deer. Hogs. All other game in season except turkeys. 

Broad River 

Enoree 

Carlisle 

.Oct. 30-Nov. 14 . . . . 1 deer. Bucks only except either sex on Nov. 7. No small game . 

. Oct. 30-Nov. 14 .. . . 1 deer. Bucks only except either sex on Nov. 7. No small game. 

. Oct. 30-Nov. 14 . . . . 1 deer. Bucks only except either sex on Nov. 7. No small game. 

Forks, Key Bridge 

Parsons Mountain 

.. Oct. 30-Nov. 14 .... 1 deer. Bucks only except either sex on Nov. 7. No small game . 

. . Oct. 30-Nov. 14 .. .. 1 deer. Bucks only except either sex on Nov. 7. No small game. 

Gapway Bay (4 days) . . . . ... ... Oct. 16, Oct. 30 
Nov. 13, Nov. 27 . . 1 buck deer. All game in season except turkey. 

Buist (dog hunt) (4 days) ... . . . Oct. 7 and 21 
Nov. 4 and 18 .... 1 buck deer. All game in season. No bear. 

Note: Shotgun or rifle on Francis Marion. 
Shotgun only Oct. 30-Nov. 6, Broad River and Parsons Mountain. 
Shotgun or rifle Nov. 7-14, Broad River and Parsons Mountain. 
Shotgun or rifle Oct. 30-Nov. 7, Enoree, Forks, Carlisle, Key Bridge. 
Shotgun only Nov. 9-14, Enoree, Forks, Carlisle, Key Bridge. 

Archery 

Broad River ................ . Oct. 5-10 ... . .... .. 2 deer either sex. All game in season. 

Francis Marion (Water horn) ... Oct. 19-24 . . .... ... 2 deer either sex. Small game. Hogs. 

Bear Island . . ..... . . .. . .. ... . Nov. 9-14 .. ... ..... 2 deer either sex. All game in season. 

Francis Marion (Waterhom) ... Dec. 28-Jan. 1 .. .. .. 2 deer either sex. All game in season . 

Small Game 

Small ga,me permitted as outlined above. Broad River, Carlisle, Forks-Key Bridge, Parsons Mt., Enoree will be open 
for small game Nov. 26, 27 and 28. Rabbit dogs and bird dogs only. No deer or turkey. Chauga open for small game 
Nov. 23 to January 2 only. No deer or turkey. 

Turkey 

Broad River, Enoree, Carlisle, Forks and Key Bridge 

Francis Marion (Wambaw only) 

Parsons Mountain .. .. ....... . ... . ........... . ....... . . 

... . . . ........ . . ... . . .... . ..... . ......... April 1-15 

.... . ....... . .... . .. . .... . ..... . .. . . April 2-3 

......... . .... . ... . ................ . ... April 1, 2, 3 

Party hunts for deer using dogs will be offered on Palachucola and Walker Farm Game Management Areas. Applica
tions may be obtained from S. C. Wildlife Resources Department, Box 360, Columbia. Drawing will be held September 
28. 
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Hartwell Lake Offering Good Fishing 
Hartwell, our newest reservoir, is 

located in the Northwestern part of 
the state and is a multi-purpose de
velopment of the U. S. Corps of En
gineers. It is part of a general plan 
for the comprehensive development of 
the Savannah River, including flood 
control, hydroelectric power genera
tion, and regulation of river How in 
the interest of navigation below Au
gusta. 

All this is incidental, however, to 
the upper state fisherman and boat
man who have for some time been 
compelled to travel long distances to 
find a comparable lake. Although 
Hartwell Lake wasn't created ex
pressly for the fisherman, we of the 
Wildlife Resources Department have, 
from its beginning, tried to analyze 
its potential and develop it into one 
of the best fishing lakes in the state. 

Since its impoundment in February 
of 1961 it had filled by June of that 
year and at its present full stage 
covers some 61,000 acres, draining an 
area of 2,088 square miles. It is a 
very deep lake, in some places 160 
feet deep. 

While the lake was filling we made 
population studies that showed a good 
resident population of the £sh native 
to the region. Fishing was reported 
to be very good while the water was 
rising. Some of the resident species 
found in the population studies were 
largemouth bass, white bass, black 
crappie, white crappie, chain pickerel 
(usually called "jack £sh"), bluegill, 
redbreast, yellow perch, warmouth 
bass, three kinds of catfish, carp, 
suckers and various other rough fish. 

In an effort to improve the fishing 
we have added the following: In 1961, 
72 striped bass weighing from 5 to 
15 pounds; in 1962, 525,000 striped 
bass fry; and in 1963, 330,000 fry, all 
from Santee-Cooper. However, with 
only 72 adults stocked, it may be a 
while before they are caught in any 
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number or size, although they are a 
fast growing fish. 

Plans are to stock striped bass fry 
in this lake from our hatchery at 
Moncks Corner, as we find very little 
reproduction of this species in the 
upper state lakes for several reasons, 
some which we know and some we 
don't. One factor that we believe hin
ders reproduction is the water tem
perature at spawning time-just too 
cold. With our stocking method, how
ever, we hope that within a very few 
years we can look forward to a good 
striped bass population in the lake. 

Georgia stocked some 3,000,000 
walleye pike fry in the lake in 1962 
and we expect them to do well in the 
rather cool water of the lake. In fact, 
some spots had good fishing for wall
eye last year with most weighing from 
one to two pounds and the fishing 
was even better this spring. 

Speaking of cold water, there are 
some mighty good trout streams flow
ing into the upper reaches of Hart
well. Therefore, after conducting stu
dies, trout from the federal hatchery 
were planted in the cold water com
ing out of the dam into the Savannah 
River, 57,064 rainbow and 12,020 
brown, ranging from two to 11 inches. 
Some of these have already been 
caught and on light tackle give a very 
good fight as well as having wonder
ful flavor. 

Most Southeastern lakes have, when 
first filled, a sort of population explo
sion and have a large number of inter
mediate size fish with very few really 
large ones. Also some species increase 
more rapidly than others and are 
more easily caught. This appears to 
be the case with the catfish, which 
were very numerous at first but due 
to predation and competition for food 
have already started to decline to a 
minor place in the fishing. 

Hartwell appears to be normal in 
the above aspects as the fishing was 
good when filling in 1961 and not 
quite so good in size of fish caught 
in 1962 and 1963. Although a large 
number were caught in the spring of 
those years, they were mostly of inter
mediate size. The larger £sh caught 
were few and far between in those 
years and were probably some of the 
£sh already in the rivers before the 
dam was put in. Late last fall some 
respectable size crappie (rn lbs.) and 
nice bass were being caught more 
frequently. ,. 

It is usually three to five years be
fore a lake begins to fulfill its promise, 
as it takes time to grow the goodly 
number of four to five pound bass • 
we expect to come out of the lake 
this year, what with the good popula
tion balance and food supply we 
have there. So we expect the fish to 
be larger and fishing better than it 
has been and it should continue to 
be good for several years before it 
levels off. 

In the lake itself and in its tailrace 
we should have some of the best fish
ing in the state, as well as a repre
sentation of nearly all species in the 
state from trout to striped bass. 

Another nice feature of Hartwell 
Lake is the number of concrete 
launching ramps with paved access 
roads, some even with picnic facilities, 
as well as various marinas and £sh 
camps with restaurants, gas and oil, 
bait, tackle and other fishing neces
sities. It is possible to launch and take 
your boat out in any kind of weather 
without running the risk of getting 
stuck in the mud. Also, with the lake 
so large, there should be ample room 
for boaters, skiers and fishermen to 
operate without conflict, which is 
sometimes a problem on smaller lakes. 

Some tips from our observations 
that might be of interest and use to 
the newcomers to both Hartwell 

(Continued on page 14) 
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An Orchestra Of Serenaders 

Here are some of the more common frogs and toads found in South Carolina, some 
of them heard more often than they are seen. No. I-a tree toad sings lustily 
away, its throat sac extended. No. 2-a common toad trills away. No. 3-a spring 
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peeper. No. 4-a bullfrog. No. 5-two cricket frogs on the shore of a pond. (Photos 
by Karl Maslowski.) 
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Efforts To Establish Exotics Continue 
Foreign game birds, like imported 

automobiles, have caused much com
ment, aroused considerable interest, 
and experienced some favorable ac
ceptance but, like the autos, some 
catch on and some don't. (A perfect 
example of this would be the ringneck 
pheasant and the coturnix quail. The 
first caught on and is now the favorite 
game bird in a wide section of the 
country while the coturnix, despite 
wide advance publicity, faded from 
the picture entirely.) 

The efforts to establish several new 
species in South Carolina have now 
been going on long enough to judge 
whether or not they are likely to be
come established and whether they 
will be worthwhile additions to the 
hunting picture-and frankly things 
don't look too encouraging. 

The first step in attempting to 
establish an imported game bird is 
to determine what type of habitat it 
requires, for it is an absolute waste of 
time and money to stock an import 
on unsuitable habitat. (The best ex
ample of this has been the uniformly 
unsuccessful attempt to establish the 
ringneck pheasant in the southeast.) 

The bobwhite quail, the favorite 
bird of the southeast, although found 
generally all over the state has cer
tain habitat requirements. He does not 
like either big timber or thick cover, 
or open land with no cover at all. 
Therefore, most efforts have been 
aimed at getting a desirable bird that 
will flourish where quail do not do 
well and will not compete with quail. 
It is not enough to find a bird that 
will merely survive. It must reproduce 
in shootable numbers and have sport
ing appeal. 

With all this in mind, the Fish and 
Wildlife Service started work in the 
early 1950' s on a study of birds in 
other countries, planning to capture 
and return the most promising species 
to this country for trial releases. Dr. 
Gardiner Bump, who has visited South 
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Carolina several times, was assigned 
to this program and was responsible 
for the selection of several species 
and varieties which appeared suitable 
for various sections of the United 
States. Among those thought satis
factory for South Carolina conditions 
were the black francolin, the Iranian 
blackneck pheasant and the jungle 
fowl. So let's take the progress of each 
of these in the state, evaluating the 
success so far and prospects for the 
future. 

The black francolins have been lib
erated in Hampton, Orangeburg, Mc
Cormick and York counties, the last 
being around the hatchery where they 
were raised. The Hampton releases, 
on Belmont plantation, looked good 
for the first two years with cocks 
heard calling and some young birds 
being seen. However, for the past 
two summers no birds have been 
heard calling nor have any been seen. 
There has been no evidence of exces
sive predation or disease and why 
the birds disappeared is a mystery. 

The Orangeburg release has con
sistently shown better results. Calling 
has been evident since the first re
lease and some adults and an oc
casional brood have been reported. 
Very few sight observations have 
been made because of the exception
ally secretive habits of this bird. (They 
have not been worked with bird dogs 
to see how they hold and fly after 
being flushed.) 

The McCormick release has re
sulted in both reproduction and dis
persal into surrounding areas. 

It appears that the Piedmont re
leases have been generally more suc
cessful than those in the coastal plain. 
Attempts to reproduce under hatch
ery conditions have not been satis
factory, at least to the extent of pro
ducing large numbers for release. 

All liberations of pheasants have 
been at a private farm in Orangeburg 
county adjacent to the Eutaw Springs 
waterfowl area and at a group of 
farms in Calhoun county, consoli
dated for purposes of liberation. There 
is no conclusive evidence of the birds 
becoming established, although wide 
dispersal has been noticed, along with 
some highway mortality. 

The jungk fowl, which looks very 
much like a bantam but is a strong 
flier, will be released in the near fu
ture. They are being raised at Bel
mont. 

---SCWRC---

Raccoon 
(Continued from page 2) • 

plentiful upstate, where it is a prized 
game animal. For years the Wildlife 
Resources Department has been trap
ping and ear-tagging coons downstate, 
where they compete with the wild 
turkeys for food plantings and are 
predators of the nests, and transport
ing them upstate. The coons, however, 
have a strong homing instinct and 
almost invariably the tagged coons 
are caught headed back toward the 
coast, the champion traveler being 
caught in south Georgia after being 
released in Oconee County. 

The coon is omnivorous, eating 
either vegetable or animal matter, but 
has a weakness for sweet corn and a 
family of coons can really wreck a 
corn field. It likes to feed along 
streams or around ponds. 

The raccoon is a really American 
animal and Mark Twain's river
boaters who described themselves as 
"ring-tailed roarers" were paying trib
ute to the coon's fighting ability. 

-E. F. 
---SCWRC---

Great horned owls are attentive 
parents and are able to protect their 
young successfully against larger 
creatures including humans who 
venture too close to their nests. 
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Clay Johnson, 14, ol Columbia is shown with the 230-
pound buck he downed in Colleton county with one 
shot. This is one of the biggest bucks reported in 
several years. The big buck was slipping out of the 
drive when young Johnson spotted him. 

Waterfowl Hunts 
For Bear Island 

Waterfowl hunts will be held on 
the Bear Island area in Colleton 
county this season and interested per
sons may get application forms by 
writing the Wildlife Resources De
partment, P. 0. Box 360, Columbia
Att'n. Hunt Applications. These must 
be returned with $3.00 in check or 
money order for each applicant, but 
no application can have more than 

• two names. 

A public drawing will be held No
vember 2 and successful applicants 
will be notified by mail as to the 
date assigned, while the fees of the 
unsuccessful applicants will be re
turned. Permits will be transferable. 

A total of 12 hunts will be held on 
the following dates: November 25 
and 28; December 1, 4, 9, 12, 15, 18, 
22, 26 and 30; and January 2. Dove 
hunts are planned on all dates from 
December 4 to the end of the season 
but these may be cancelled if suf
ficient numbers of doves are not 
available. 

No geese may be shot on the area. 
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Hartwell 
(Continued from page 11) 

Lake, as well as fishing are; make 
sure your equipment is in good con
dition before going on the lake; get 
a good map (available at several 
sporting goods stores, fish camps and 
boat dealers in the area); locate the 
hot spots from camp operators-they 
want you to catch fish so you'll come 
back-and from the old timers of the 
area; and learn how and when to use 
what tackle. Remember, too, that a 
fish likes to be comfortable so when 
the weather is hot he moves deeper, 
to where it is cooler, and when it is 
cold, he moves to where it is warmer. 
Therefore, it stands to reason that you 
won't catch much fishing from the 
bank in shallow water in July, al
though I see a lot of people doing 
that. More are caught that way in late 
March and April. 

We will continue to conduct our 
studies and investigations in order 
that we may provide an even better 
fishing lake than we already have, and 
ask the cooperation of all the sports
men whom we contact, both on the 
lake and in the surrounding areas, 
not only in our creel census work but 
in all phases of managing the fishing 
of Hartwell Lake. 

The story of the lake is just be
ginning and we have much more 
work to do, such as, why weren't as 
many white bass caught last year as 
usual-poor fisherman or fewer fish? 
Whatever the answer we'll find it in 
our endeavor to make Hartwell Lake 
one of the best fishing lakes in the 
Southeast, whatever its original pur
pose may have been. 

---SCWRC:---

Although the bat cannot compete 
with falcons, doves and some species 
of waterfowl for speed and distance, 
they migrate many thousands of miles 
south each autumn. 

The coyote has been clocked at a 
top speed of about 40 miles an hour, 
although it seldom exceeds thirty. 

Here's W. B. Whaley of Pineville and the world 
record channel cat he pulled from Santee-Cooper's 
diversion canal in July. (Photo by Buehler.) 

World Record 
A world record channel catfish, 

weighing 58 pounds, was caught in 
the upper end of the Santee-Cooper 
diversion canal in July by W. B. 
Whaley of Pineville. 

The former record holder was a 57-
pounder from Santee-Cooper caught 
in March of 1960 by Blease Dennis 
of Moncks Corner. 

The new record fish was 47 1-2 
inches long and had a girth of 29 1-8 
inches. 

Whaley was using a spinning outfit 
with 17-pound line and a metal-nylon 
bucktail when he hooked the big fish 
around 8 o'clock at night, while fish
ing alone. He did not time the strug
gle but estimated that he fought the 
big fish for around 45 minutes before 
bringing it in to the boat. 
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Forty Days Of Shooting For Duck Hunters 
South Carolina duck hunters will 

have 40 days of shooting-November 
24-January 2-instead of last year's 
50 days and three ducks. Limits on 
mergansers will be five and 10 but 
not more than one hooded merganser 
may be in the daily bag and two in 
possession. Coot limits are 10 and 20. 

R. M. Brailsford 
Dies At Belmont 

Robert M. Brailsford, superintend
ent of the Belmont game management 
area in Hampton county since 1948, 
died suddenly at his home September 
1. He was born in Pinewood Septem
ber 5, 1914, the son of Mrs. Mary 
Morrison Brailsford and the late Rob
ert McLeod Brailsford. 

Funeral services were held Septem
ber 3 from the chapel at Peeples Fu
neral Home in Hampton with the Rev. 
C. E. Turner and the Rev. Frank B. 
Estes officiating. Burial was in the 
McClellanville Cemetery. 

Surviving besides his mother are 
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Shooting hours will be sunrise to 
sunset. 

The daily bag limits may not in
clude more than two wood ducks, two 
mallards and two canvasbacks or red
heads, or one of each. Possession 
limits may not include more than two 

Film Available 
"Conserving A Heritage" is a 16-

minute, 16 mm. film put out by the 
petroleum industry, following oil dril
lers and conservation officials into out
of-the-way places where the search 
for oil goes on. 

The film describes the care that 
goes into the preservation of wildlife 
while bringing needed supplies of oil 
and gas from beneath the earth. 

Showings can be arranged through 
the Palmetto State Oil Marketers' As
sociation, 811 Palmetto State Life 
Bldg. Columbia, S. C.-29201. Ad
vance notice of at least three weeks 
should be given. 

his widow, Mrs. Ruth Faulkenberry 
Brailsford and three daughters, Ethel, 
May and Aletha Brailsford, all of 
Garnett; two sisters, Mrs. H. L. 
Wacker of Mt. Pleasant and Mrs. 
Stuart Goodwin of Wellsboro, Pa. 

wood ducks, four mallards and two 
canvasbacks or redheads, or one of 
each. 

The goose and brant season runs 
November 7 to January 15 with goose 
limits three and six and a six limit 
on brant, daily and in possession. 

Attacks On Fire 
Ants Are Planned 

In the latest attack on the fire ant, 
some 450,000 acres of Charleston, 
Berkeley and Dorchester counties will 
be sprayed from the air with an in
secticide-Mirex-that is believed to • 
be comparatively harmless to other 
forms of animal and fish life. 

The poison, one-seventh of an ounce 
per acre, will be mixed with soybean 
oil and ground corn cobs. 

The program, which will use three 
planes, is expected to be completed 
by mid-November. 

Plans for the program were outlined 
at a recent meeting in Charleston at
tended by state, federal and county 
agricultural, pollution control, wild
life and home economic officials and 
other interested persons. 

Previous attacks on the fire ant had 
led to considerable opposition when 
the p o i s o n used-heptachlor-had 
proved toxic to shrimp and fish with 
reports of damage to wildlife. 

Five stunters form a human pyramid at the Lake Paul Wallace rodeo in August. 
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Whither Now? 
The picture on the opposite page has been rest

ing in my desk drawer for a month or so, being 
taken out every now and then and immediately 
shoved back with a shudder-for to me it is one 
of the most depressing and horrifying pictures I've 
ever seen. 

Perhaps the people in the picture know nothing 
beyond this dreary stretch of pavement, which is 
bad; or have no desire to know anything else, 
which is worse; or maybe they're bound to it by 
the treadmill of day-to-day living, which is worst 
of all. 

We wonder how many of these captives of 
Megalopolis have walked on pine needles and rust
ling leaves; and have smelled the salt sweetness 
of the big marshes or the fragrance of a mountain 
forest; or have watched the full moon rise through 
a tracery of autumn boughs, undimmed by smoke; 
or have seen the sun burn away the mist over the 
marsh; or have listened to the honking of geese far 
from the honking of horns. 

In case you wondered where the picture was 
taken it shows one of the Los Angeles freeways in 
1Q58. It came from the Interior Department's THE 
RACE FOR INNER SPACE, courtesy of the Los 
Angeles County Air Pollution Control District. 

Population Controls Most Important 
Perhaps you have read somewhere that two Hies 

could in a short period of time multiply enough to 
cover the entire face of the earth with a solid layer 
of flies several feet thick. The same is theoretically 
true of almost any animal. 

Two quail hatching 14 birds each year would in 
ten years become the ancestors of 6,075,000,000,000 
birds, according to the mathematics of increase. 
From this, it seems simple to have an abundance of 
animal-just put a male and a female together and 
let Nature take its course. But you will recognize 
immediately that there is something wrong. If 
quail or flies did increase in this manner, we would 
be literally crowded off the face of the earth. We 
can be thankful that the mathematics of increase 
work this way only on paper. The biologist speaks 
of population control. It is these population con
trols that keep us from being overwhelmed by in
creasing animal and plant life. 

What is population control? Actually, it is any
thing that causes an animal to die. In working out 
the ten-year quail population above, we assumed 
among other things, that none of our quail died. 
This is an assumption we could never make in life, 
for few quail live beyond the second year and even 
though a life span of ten years is possible for a 
quail, it rarely happens. Actually, predators, dis
ease and accidents take a heavy toll of birds. When 
we take a realistic approach to the mathematics of 
increase, we would get an equation something like 
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this: 
Two + 14 = 16 - 10 ( killed by predators) 

6 - 1 ( died of disease) = 5 - 1 ( drowned in a 
spring rain) = 4 - 2 ( killed by hunters) = 2. Here 
we see that our quail have not increased at all. In 
the average natural conditions, this is much more 
likely to be the true picture. If we study this equa
tion, we see some very interesting possibilities. 
Suppose for example, that one bird had survived 
the spring rain. Then our final total would have 
been three instead of two. By saving one bird out 
of the 16, we increase our quail population by 50%. 
If we eliminate the predators, we get a whopping 
increase of 700%. Take away the hunters alone and 
you double your population . 

Now someone says that the way to have more 
quail is to stop hunting and destroy predators. This 
is so obvious that it appeals to many people and 
both measures have been advocated many times. 
But like many obvious solutions, it does not work 
and it fails because we simply do not take all facts 
into consideration. You will notice that we had no 
birds to die of starvation. The reason was that other 
factors reduced the population quickly back to the 
original two, but had we allowed a larger number 
to survive, the number might well have been cut 
by a food shortage. We lost one by disease but with 
a larger population, disease might have taken many 
more. 

-Tennessee Game & Fish Commission. 
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Aiken County Public L1brar.y 
P. o. Box 2097 
Aiken, s. c .. 

_Jjunler; Jo// 

Hunters take only a minor percentage of the doves hatched each year and dove populations are at peak, 
despite heavy gunning pressure. (Photo by Buehler.) 


